
UM COMMON READ: 2022-2023 

Hallway exhibit by Michelle Emanuel, University of Mississippi Libraries 

September 2022 

In its 12th year, the Common Reading Experience provides every first-year student with 

a copy of the selected text at orientation to finish before the school year begins in August. 

Instructors from the Department of Writing and Rhetoric, First-year Experience and 

others then use the text in their classes, which creates an enriched sense of academic 

community through communal reading. 



PREVIOUS SELECTIONS: 

2021-2022 

World of Wonders: In Praise of Fireflies, Whale Sharks, and Other Astonishments 

by Aimee Nezhukumatathil * 

2020-2021 

What the Eyes Don’t See 

by Mona Hanna-Atisha 

2019-2020 

Evicted 

by Matthew Desmond 

2018-2019 

Collected Short Stories 

by William Faulkner 

2017-2018 

Just Mercy 

by Bryan Stevenson 

2016-2017 

Ten Little Indians 

by Sherman Alexie 

2015-2016 

The Education of a Lifetime 

by Robert C. Khayat * 

2014-2015 

Girls of Atomic City: The Untold Story of Women Who Helped Win World War II 

by Denise Kiernan 

2013-2014 

The Unforgiving Minute 

by Craig Mullaney 

2012-2013 

Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter 

by Tom Franklin * 

2011-2012 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 

by Rebecca Skloot 

————— 

* = UM Faculty Authors 



Organization of display case: 1 poster, 36 x 42, focused on the UM Common Read selections of years past, and 

other publications of author John Green; 1 poster, 96 x 42, highlighted individual pages from Green’s novel, 

The Anthropocene Reviewed. 

Posters were printed in the IdeaLab, University of Mississippi Libraries.  

The Anthropocene Reviewed / John Green (2021) 

HM621 .G735 2021 

Available in UM Libraries in print (Main + Archives) and e-book 

Several copies are also available on reserve (Access Services). 

Looking for Alaska (2005) = PZ7.G8233 Lo 2005 

An Abundance of Katherines (2006) = PZ7.G8233 Abu 2006 

Paper Towns (2008) = PZ7.G8233 Pap 2008 

The Fault in Our Stars (2012) = PZ7.G8233 Fau 2012 

Turtles All the Way Down (2017) = PZ7.G8233 Tur 2017 

The Anthropocene Reviewed: Essays on a Human-Centered Planet (2021) =  

HM621 .G735 2021 > 3rd floor 

ALSO BY JOHN GREEN IN UM LIBRARIES 

Text for this exhibit is from the e-book version of The Anthropocene Reviewed. 

Images for this exhibit are from Openverse under Creative Commons license  

or public domain unless otherwise indicated. 

Find this and previous Library Exhibits online at:  

https://egrove.olemiss.edu/libexhibits  

YOUNG ADULT FICTION  

is located on the 1st floor 

https://egrove.olemiss.edu/libexhibits/


page 9 

Richard Rodgers, Irving Berlin and Oscar Hammerstein II watch auditions at the 

St. James Theatre in 1948. Helen Tamiris sits in the row behind them. Rodgers and 

Hammerstein’s musical Carousel, including the song “You’ll Never Walk Alone”, 

premiered on Broadway in 1945. 

(World Telegram photo by Al Aumuller. Library of Congress.)   

https://www.loc.gov/item/00651788/


page 23 

Halley’s Comet or “Comet Halley” (1P/Halley) is a short-period comet visible 

from Earth every 75-79 years. 

(Photo by NASA, May 2011) 

https://blogs.nasa.gov/Watch_the_Skies/tag/halleys-comet/


page 35 

Replicas of the original Lascaux caves in southwestern France were created as a 

compromise and attempt to present an impression of the scale  and composition of 

the prehistoric paintings found inside for the public without harming the originals. 

"Lascaux II - Hall of The Bulls" by Adibu456 is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0.  

Map by Google Maps 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/50193753@N02/5961953059
https://goo.gl/maps/D1Tq3BPbkchYXBn18


page 47 

"Half drunk (Diet Dr Pepper)" by James Callan is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.  

Diet Dr. Pepper, 20 oz. 

$1.75 (on 9/1/2022) 

Available with other beverages in 

vending machines around campus, 

including UM Libraries. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/23143692@N00/2372296386


"Naturalization Ceremony - Hall of Presidents Preview - Magic Kingdom" 

by hyku is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. 

page 67 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/12734746@N00/3698951006


page 73 

The congressional tradition of escaping the nation's capital in August dates 

back to the time before air conditioning when Senators would race home be-

fore the summer heat reached its peak. I've got an advantage over many of 

my colleagues because we in Mississippi know something about summer 

heat. —Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-Miss.) 

"Air conditioner" by Open Grid Scheduler / Grid Engine is marked with CC0 1.0.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/29155878@N03/20094897922


page 79 

"Staphylococcus aureus Bacteria" by NIAID is licensed 

under CC BY 2.0.  

S. aureus can cause a range of illnesses, 

from minor skin infections to life-

threatening diseases. It is still one of the 

five most common causes of hospital-

acquired infections and is often the cause 

of wound infections following surgery.  

(Wikipedia) 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/54591706@N02/7739552618
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Staphylococcus_aureus


page 95 

"sunset" by Kiwi Tom is licensed under CC BY 2.0.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/127665714@N08/15375375972


page 107 

"Quentin and The Penguins" by shawnzrossi is licensed under CC BY 2.0.  

The Penguins of Madagascar is a spinoff TV series (2008-2015) and film (2014) of the 

Madagascar movie franchise (2005-) by Dreamworks Animation.  

Madagascar: A Crate Adventure (pictured) was a water ride at Universal Studios Singapore 

from 2011-2019. Beset by technical problems from the beginning that delayed its opening, it 

was ultimately replaced by Minion Park and Super Nintendo World. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/19517696@N00/209520341


page 113 

"Piggly Wiggly" by Billy Hathorn is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0.  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Piggly_Wiggly,_Springhill,_LA_IMG_5152.JPG


page 121 

"Obligatory Trough Shot | Nathan's Hot-Dog-Eating-Contest-

" by MichaelTapp is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/59949757@N06/5903386429


page 139 

"rick ankiel" by shgmom56, Barbara Moore is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/40706303@N00/2687725648


page 145 

"FOR AULD LANG SYNE" by summonedbyfells is licensed under CC BY 2.0.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/8521690@N02/8446475285


page 165 

"Kentucky Bluegrass Lawn from Sod" 

by eXtension.org: Gardens, Lawns, 

and Landscapes is licensed under CC 

BY-NC-SA 2.0.  "Kentucky Bluegrass" by ND Parks and 

Recreation Department is licensed under 

CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/28725339@N06/2863582711
https://www.flickr.com/photos/68763650@N03/6377818355


page 169 

"Indianapolis 500 Qualifying" by Elijah Lane is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/53060872@N06/17564026329


page 175 

"Monopoly Justice" by MTSOfan is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/8628862@N05/2450496004


page 181 

"Super Mario Kart on the Wii" by goosmurf is licensed under CC BY 2.0.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/19349404@N00/2543609628


page 185 

"Bonneville Salt Flats" by mypubliclands is licensed under CC BY 2.0.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/91981596@N06/17423029055


page 205 

Copper engraving of Doctor Schnabel [i.e Dr. Beak], 

a plague doctor in seventeenth-century Rome, ca. 

1656. Public domain.  

“You're right, Rambert, totally 

right, and I wouldn't turn you 

away, for anything in the world, 

from what you're doing, which 

seems right and good to me. But 

still, I must tell you there is 

no heroism in any of this. It’s 

about honesty. That idea might 

seem laughable, but the only way 

to fight the plague is with  

honesty.” 

 

“What is honesty?” said Rambert, 

with a look that was suddenly 

serious. 

 

“I don't know what it is in  

general. But in my case, I know 

it consists of doing my job.” 

— Albert Camus, The Plague 

(1947). Translated from the 

French, La Peste, by Laura  

Marris. (Knopf, 2021): page 175. 

https://archive.org/details/diekarikaturunds00holl


page 231 

"Notes App" by Brett Jordan is licensed under CC BY 2.0.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/55497864@N00/50371918247


page 239 

"QWERTY Keyboard" by ads20000 is licensed under CC BY 2.0.  

US patent application 223898, Thomas Alva Edison,  

"Electric lamp", published 1880-01-27 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/117017808@N08/12465511673
http://v3.espacenet.com/textdoc?DB=EPODOC&IDX=US223898
https://patents.google.com/patent/US223898A/


page 251 

"Sycamore Trees" by Stanley Zimny (Thank You for 52 Million views) 

is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/82256086@N00/32531769027


The Anthropocene is the current geologic age, 
in which humans have profoundly reshaped the planet and its biodiversity.  

In this remarkable symphony of essays adapted and expanded from his 

groundbreaking podcast, bestselling author John Green reviews different 

facets of the human-centered planet on a five-star scale—from the QWERTY 

keyboard and sunsets to Canada geese and Penguins of Madagascar. 

Funny, complex, and rich with detail, the reviews chart the contradictions of 

contemporary humanity. As a species, we are both far too powerful and not 

nearly powerful enough, a paradox that came into sharp focus as we faced a 

global pandemic that both separated us and bound us together. 

John Green’s gift for storytelling shines throughout this masterful  

collection. The Anthropocene Reviewed is an open-hearted exploration 

of the paths we forge and an unironic celebration of falling in love with 

the world. 

(inside dust jacket) 



Audio files for each essay featured in this exhibit are available 

on our LibGuide for the Common Reading Experience. 

All of the stories in John Green's book The Anthropocene 

Reviewed were originally podcasts in a series with the same 

title.  Available from Apple Podcasts and Spotify. 

podcast 
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