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‘WUB44ONS LLD298 LLZ4 l

LL24 GOVT PD=TDNS PUS WASHINGTON DC 19 NET=
: DR VERNER SMITH HOLMES, REPORT DELIVERY=

— — 210 NORTH FRONT ST MCCOMB MISS=

.

S

"‘*I HAVE TODAY SENT THE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM T0 EUCLID RAY JOBE,
| EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING. q"THE PURPOSE OF THIS
TELEGRAM IS TO INFORM YOU AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE

—— = e et ——

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIDPI OF THE GOVERNMENT'S V VIEW
ON THE LEGAL POSITION IN THE MEREDITH CASE. THE OEFICIALS ¢

)F THE UNIVERSITY9 INCLUDING THE REGISTRAR, HAVE BEEN ORDERED

| —  ——
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r |
TO WAKE THE ORD<RS OF THESE COURTS EFFECTIVEe IT IS OUR VIEI

—oes

— SwAT—A REFUSAL BY THE OFFICIALS OF THE UNIVERSITY IN OXFORD

. TO REGISTER MEREDITH IN OXFORD TOMORROW WOULD BE IN lx

» VIOLATION OF THE ORDERS OF THE DISTRICT COURT AND OF THE —
!

COURT OF APPEALSe TIT IS ALSO OUR ViEW THAT ANY ORDERS OR

OTHER STEPS BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES INTENDED TO PREVENT
THE OFEICIALS OF THE UNIVERSITY AT OXFORD EROM REGISTERING
MEREDITH IN THE REGULAR COURSE WOULD BE IN VIOLATION OF THE

ORDERS OF THE DISTRICT COURTs THE COURT OF APPEALS AND THE
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATESe 91 RESPECT THE STATE

_‘ A ‘”"“‘"’”X_
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OF MISSISSIPPI WHOSE CITIZENS HAVE MADE MANY CONTRIBUT!ONS

B —

TO THE COUNTRYs AND THE GREAT UNIVERSITY WHICH 10U ARE [

— — e —————
—————— e

| PRxu¢eeeev—TU-sEﬁ1ET‘nT§IoRlCALLY, AMERTCAN CITIZENS ppye

e c——— e

FREELY AND FREQUENTLY DISAGREED WITH OR DISAPPROVED OF LAWS
 AND (COURT DECISIONS BUT HAVE OBEYED THEM NEVERTHELESSe |

THE FEDERAL COURTS HAVE SPOKEN UNEQUIVOCABLY ON THIS MATTERr

o ALL OF US AS CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES HAVE A RESPONSI

BILITY TO OBEY THE LAW AND I AS ATTORNEY GENERAL HAVE THE
RESPONSIB!LITY TO ENFORCE THE LAW> | AM CONFIDENT THAT YOU

puT—— WILL ACT IN SUCH A WAY NOT ONLY AS TO PRESERVE ORDER BUT
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BY BOTH THE DlSTRlCT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF

MISSISSIPPI AND THE COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE Fl

LR B “TH CIRCUIT
To ACCEPT AND RETAIN MEREDITH AS A STUDENT THIS SE AESTER

AT THE UNIVERSITYe ALL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ARE

i,

COVERED BY THESE ORDERSe THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES IS PREVENTED
BY THESE ORDERS AND BY AN ADDITIONAL ORDER OF JUSTICE BLACK'

OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATESe WHICH HAS THE
CONCURRENCE OF EACH JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT 9 FROM °

TAKING ANY STEPS TO HINDER COMPLIANCE WITH - THE ORDERSe QWE

S5k - HAVE COOPERATED AND WILL CONTINUE TO COOPERATE WITH GOVERNOr

)

|
_.]i BARNETT AND OTHER STATE OFFICIALS IN WAKING EVERY EEEORT.
| LL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM 1ITS PATRON .

s
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TO AVOID LAW ENFORCEMENT PROBLEMSe IT 1S OUR URPOSE TO SEE
THAT THE ORDERS OF THE COURT ARE COMPLIED WITH PEACEFULLY.
_ HOWEVERs 1 AM INEORMED THAT 'MEREDITH HAS BEEN UNABLE TO |
_— OBTA!N ANY COMMITMENT FROM YOU OR THE BOARD THAT HE WILL BE

REGISTERED I JACKSON \‘HTHOUT EVASION OR DELAY IF HE GOES

THERE Il RESPONSE TO YOUR TELEGRAHe | HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL
1N OBTAINING ANY SUCH COMMITMENT AS WELLe GUNDER THE
— cnacums|chss, IT 1S MEREDITHYS INTENTION TO PROCEED

TOMORROW TO OXFORD» MISSISSIPPIs TO REGISTER, ALONG WITH

OTHER NEW AND TRANSEER STUDENTSe IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO TAKE ALL APPROPRIATE ACTION
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Loy

----- “|AS TO ASSIST IN MEETING OUR RESPONSIBILITTES.

SINCERELYg=
ROBERT F KENNEDY ATTORNEY GENERALe

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE



javascript:;
javascript:;

	Robert F. Kennedy to Verner S. Holmes (29 September 1962)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1545946929.pdf.rgY0r

