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[fol 928] 'ANSWER 70 Im'mommn Nmmn 18(A) AS TO
THE Facts Uron WHICH THE UNrrED STATES WILL ReLy 10
.PROVE THE ASSERTION ‘CONTAINED IN PARAGRAPH 66 OF THE:
. CoMPLAINT THAT THE PUrPost oF EacH orF THE FoLLowING

"~ AcTs OF THE LEGISLATURE oF MISSISSIPPI OR ANY OXE OR
CoMBINATION oF THEM 15 To DETER, PREVENT, Y AND

_ Harass NEGROES AND/OR To-MAKE Eﬂ”ou Dﬂﬂcm FOB
 NEcroes IN THER Emném BecoMe R:ms-rnﬁn VorE R
" TO FMATE Dmcmntzuﬂox AGAINST’ Nmnoms, m/on .
To MAKE 1T MoRE DirFicurr yor THE' UNITED STATES TO

. Prorect THE.RIGHT oF ALL IS Cn:msm Vore WrrHOUT
st'rmc'mon OR stcnmm;non Basep ox RAOB OR Cox.on.

a,‘_~HB9OORegSessq1962_ « C. o
" H.B.901, Reg. Sess., 1962 - : S
 H. B. 905, Reg. Sess., 1962 T Lo o T
“H. B. 822, Reg. Sess., 1962 o O
H. B. 904, Reg. Sess., 1962 - - B
‘HBgﬂanegseséwsz | o S

The facts upon whlch the United States will rely to prove
the assertion contained in Paragraph 66 of lie Complaint
that the purpose of each of the Acts L in the preceding - IS
paragraph, of the Leglslature of Mississippi Qr any one or J
combination of them is to deter, prevent, delay and harass -
Negroes and/or to make it more’dlﬂieult for Negroes in their
efforts to become registered voters, to facilitate discrimina-
tion against Negroes, and/or to make it more difficult for

“the United States to protect the right of-all its citizens to
vote without distinction opdlscrmnnatlon based on race or-
color is as follows: - e

~ Plaintiff will rely on the record of all htlgatlon brought - ‘
by the United States under 42 U.S.C. 1971 and Title IIT of S
the 1960 Civil Rights Act within the State of “Mississippi L
since 1960 as proof of notice to the State of Mississippi and
its legislature that the United States government mtended

- to enforce the command of the Fifteenth Amendmen%thhm '
. the State of Mississippi.

[fol. 9"9] 1 Goverr~r Ross Bamett ina speeeh to a joint
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session of the MlSSlSSlppl Legnslature on Janna,ry 3, 196" i
stated:? - . -

Since you met here i in 1960 the so-called “Justwe”'l)e- '
partment of our ov . wovernment has inhvaded certain

" counties and munic .iities of our State and has become -
an active party to the harassment of our elected officials

and of our people. The United States Attorney General '

has been directly responsible for the ﬁhng of federal

lawsuits against certain duly-elected oflicers of this

State under the now rather moth-eaten misnomer of '
- ¢“Civil Rights.”” He would create turmoil in our State.. .
During the past year, our State has been made a regular N

~racetrack for so-called *‘ Freedom Riders.”” These ques‘.

: attempts to inflame our people. They have deliberately *

tionable characters, commg to us from wolence—plagqed :
areas of thé nation, have made repeated and deliberate

violated our laws. They have refuseti to obey law en-

. forcement officers. They came into our State to breach

* inch of the way. We must-let the entire nation know .-

the peace, and hundreds of them succeeded in doing so.
QOur public officials and law enforcement officers are to
be commended for the manner-in which they have han-
dled ‘these law violators from other states. Our Sov-

ereignty Commission has done a most’ effective job, too,

in working clmlv thh our oﬂicmls and our peace oﬂi-
cers. . ,

. S T ® s s
We must protest every invasion. -We must fight every

that we are proud of our conservative position and that

o we will not become a part of the blind mob that is rush-

ing our nation mto mtematlon, one-world Soclahsm'
—or worse. - :

In 1962 Negro citizens and orgamzatxons condu/téd a.

voter reglstratlon drive in Mississippi for ‘the purpose of
mcreasmg the number of N egroes ehglble to vote in the 1962

primary elect:ons

1 P62-23. J oumal of the Senate of the State of Mississippi,
1962 p. 19-20, o




[fpl 930] 3. In ]:962 Negroes were cand%ldates fo: the

--------- _office of. representatt“ve to the Congress of the Umted States
‘ for the first time since Reconstruction.? - -

4. The Mississippi Legislature, during. f9ﬁ2, proposed

1 ;for office :

. was eligible for public-office.? A Constitutional amendment
s adopted by the Legislature gave the Legislature authority

/to specify additional qualifications for holding office.* This -
/' -amendment was ratified by, the electorate of Mlsmnppl in

xﬁ the ‘general election of 1962. :
~~ "b: Another bill adopted-by both Houses provxded that all
_'mdlvxduals _comprising govermng “authority -of municipali-
" tie§ be elected through a elty-wxde vote rather than- by
' individual wards.?
‘The Tupelo. Daily Jourual on March 2, 1962 dlscnaaed

this measure s

e [fol. 931] The Senate Thnroday adopted a pronslon o

_aimed at preventing the electaon of Negroes to city
boards of aldermen. '

__Under the bill, which now goes to the Honse, alder-

| 'men would be plcked in clty-wxde votes rather than in

’f‘um'd elections. /
o Sen. Bill (‘amway of Lelaud, author of the measure,

L 2 P62 24 The Tylertouu Ttmes Tvlertown, Waltha;l
R Mlsmssu)pn May 31, 196_ Also, aceordmg to the Jackson
: Daily News, 1954 was the first year since Reconstrnctlon
that (a) I\ogroes had served on a Washmgton Count\,

H:ss:smppl jury; (b) Negroes had run for any public office

in Jefferson Davis County, Mississippi: The Jackson Daily -
News, Jackson, stsmnppx Kpril 13, 1954 and Aprﬂ 2,
1954, '

Section 250,

1 P62-3. Mississipyi Laws, IQ(S- Ch. 640.

5 P-4, Mi issisippi Laws, 1962, Ch, 537.

¢ P62-25. The Daily Journal. Tupelo, Misriggippi. March
2, 1962,

| and/or in' some mstanees passed laws relatmg to eandx&ates

o Under the Constitution of 1890 any qnahﬁed elector \

3 P62-1. Mmmsmppx Constitution of 1890 Artwlo 12, .
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lald wards in a few MlSllSBlppl cltles may soon have
) enough Negro voters to swmg electlons '

c. Formerly the. county pohtlcal executxve commlttees‘/_ .

were required to :appoint precmch managers from among .

~ supporters of all the candidates, whenever possible.’ House . '

- Bill 443 (Ch. 565) eliminated this requirement® = . f,
- The Morning AlLocate, om May 11, 1962, ‘observed:®

The MlSBlBSlppl Senate approved a bill Thnrsday to
‘ help prevent Negro poll workers servmg in pnmary
elections. .
The House-passed bill was put’ through the Senate in
‘the _ahsence of reporters, who were out while the cham- .
" ber met in a executive gession. The bill was called up
and passed before newsmen could re-enter the chamber:’
~ ““The less you say about it to the press the better,”/ o
~ one Senator was heard to remark. : -
The bill permits county executive commlttees to 1iame

poll managers, removing a feature that the managers -

must be selected from among the, backers of leadmg |
' candldates . ,

On March 1, 1962 the Delta Democmt Times stated 10

S [f ol 932] Mlssmmppl law is constantly changmg to ‘
ward off racial integration threats. - - .
One law undergoing such a change now concerns
appointment of persons to manage votmg precmcts
. . during elections. = - N
¢ ~ ‘The present law carries a pl‘OVISIOIl that coun:ty
Democratic executive committees equally distribute pre-
cinet manager posts among supporteﬁ\of all candxdates )

for the chief offices to be filled. N .
| The House of Reprelentatlvel, mlnafql that two
T P62-2 Mississippi Code of 1949, § 7505 : "\.\
8 P@2-5. Mississippi Laws, ]796 Ch. 565, '\

* P62-26. The Morning Advocate, Baton Rouge, Louisiy
ana. May 11, 1962. .

10 Pg2.27, Tke Delta Democrat-Timies. Greonwood MIS*
“sissippi;, March 1, 196 , é -

@
b4




‘Negroes are running for Congress, #oted overwhelm-

ingly Wednesday afternoon to delete the provmon énd

_the Senate is expected to follow suit.

~ No“reason was gwen for the deletion dnfmg Honse :

e .dxscusmon, but it was generally known that it stemmed

from the candidaciés of Negroes Robert Smth of J ack- '

‘son and Theodore Trammell of Glarksdale

’ and certain general electiofis candidates.* -

petitioners needed to place a candidate’s name on the ballot

IR - When he was not nommated by 'a political party.??.
4. f. Senate Bill 1706 (Ch. 567) required candidates i pri-

3 mary elections to qualify 60 days before the primary.’*

g. Senate Bill 1943 provided for the nomination of county; "
and county district officers by conventlon rather than by. -

-

popular primary elections.!*

[fol. 933] h. Senate Bill: 2093 prowded that the partlcl- |
pant ina pnmary election cannot oppose the party nominee

in the genera] election or sign the petition of an opponent.!®

“Although not all of these measures were enacted in Mis- o

sxsmppf law, they indicate a désire by members of the Mis-,

. 619 -

© " Senate. Bill 1580 (Ch. 566) proposed increased quali- =
fymg fees for candidates for political party nommatmns -7

{ o © " e. House Bill 991 would have increased tne nnmber of

‘'sissippi Legislature to tighten requirements for candldacy‘ L

for public office and to provide for stricter supervmnon of
- candidates by party executive comm1ttees

5. During the-1962 Session, the Mississippi Leglslature o
-alsoattempted to implement, with four bills, the 1960 amend- -

ment to Sectlon 264 of the C‘onstltuhon Whlch ehmlnated

-

n P62-6. MlSSlSSlppl Laws, 196‘2, Ch. 566.

12 PG’ 16. H.B. 991.- Passed in House, May 11, 196- Did

not pass in Senate. .
13 Pg2.7. Mississippi Laws, 1962, Ch 567. '
14 P62-17. S.B. 1943, Introduced in Legislature, March "7,
©1962. Did not pass.

15P62-18. S. B. "093 Introduced in Senate Apul 19,

1962. Did not pass,
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~ the reqmrement that a grand or petxt juror be a
elector.® : / |
6. On April 10, 1962 The 'Umted States was granted ‘a
temporary injunction by the Court of Appeals prohibiting
Theron C. Lynd, Circuit Clerk and Registrar of Forrest. ..
'/Gounty, Mississippi, from dtsenmmatmg agamst Negro SO
apphcants for application.!? ' :
~ [fol. '934] On April 17, 1962 a series of reglstrhtlon laws
. _ﬁ'was ‘;ntroduced mto the stsxsmppl Honse of Representa-
T S A companson of the ﬁndmgs of fact and the orders in the - .
e Lynd case with the bills introduced into the Legnslature im- R
AR ‘medlately* followmg shows the followmg R

. ,;"'Fmdmg of Faet Many whlte appllcants were not reqmred
LAy ) to fill out: apphcatwn forms; other white
T e , * - applicants were given asmstancemﬁllmg'
AL .. out applications; others were not re-

‘ ' Jected for ﬁllmg out ‘the form incor-
S - Order: - -'I,‘he regxstrar mast give Negroes the
i ‘ . benefit of the same type of assmtance he

- g1ves to wh1te persons.?®

o ‘ \\ o :
N , e 189, P62-8 Mmssmmppl Laws, 1962. Ch. 308
' - b-62-19. H.B. 720 Passed in House, May 24, 1962, Dld”“‘““‘”‘ .
not pass in Seénate;
" ¢P62-20. S. B. 1536. Introduced in Senate, January ]5
1962, Did not: Dass;
- d-P62-21. 8. B. 2009 Introduced in Senate, Aprll 10 1962
. Didmot pass. .
17 P62-28. Umted States v. Lynd, 301 f. "d 818 (5th Cir.
1962) (Reh. den. /21/62) : .
' P62-29. United States v. Lynd, 301 . d 821. (5\11 Clr. —
1962) (Reh. Den, 5-21-62)
* 19 P62.28 and P62-30. United States v. Lynd 301 £. 24 818,
823 (5th Cir. 1962) (Reh. Den. 5-21-62) _
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Legislative ~ One bill was introduced which require&
Action: - that all blanks on the application form

be correctly and éompletely lled out,’’

and that no assistance be glven to appll--
. cants by the regmtmr 20 | '

Findir_lg‘:of Fact: Negroes were not given the cause . or _‘

T .reason for the rejection of their apphca-
P _tions for reglstratlon 2 |
. [fol.935]1 - : s :
Legislative A b111 wae mtroduced which provided -
“Action: - that the. registrar not give reasons for
g . rejection ‘to applicants except that when

the rejection was solely for lack of ‘‘good

moral character,” this ‘fact might be-

-written ‘on the reJected apphcatlon” .

form 22

Finding of Fact: Obv1ously quahﬁed Negroes were re-
_ ‘ ~Jected, including six with bachelor’s de-

‘ - grees and three with master s degrees 3

Legislative Several blllB were introduced to change
Action: '~ - the gualifications for voters. The 1960
' amendment to Section 244 of the Missis-
sippi. Constltutlon was ' melemented by.

inserting a good moral character require- -

——ment into Jaws’ regardu\g eligibility to

vote in general and primary: elections.?*

N It was further implemented by chiggmg :

the application form to provide a space
— for the determination of moral charac-

20 P2.9, Mississippi Laws, 1962. Ch. 570)‘

" 21 P62.29, United States v. Lynd, 301 f 2d 821 (5th Cir,

1962) (Reh. Den, 5-21-62)

22 P2.10, Mississippi Laws, 1962, Ch 571 -

% P62-29. United States v. Lynd, 301 f. 2d 821 (5th Cll‘
1962) (Reh. Den. 5-21-62).

24 P62-11. Mississippi Laws, 1962, (/h 57b.

)

\.:

\

|
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Legislative = ter.?® 'Another bill required the publica-
Action: tion of names and addresses of all appli-

cants for regxstratlon 26 -

[fol. 936] Ome bill permitted third par- .,

ties to challenge the good moral char-
_acter of any ap 2hcant after the publica-
tion of his name. This bill also provided
; that the registrar would arrange and
conduct a hearing to determine the moral
character of qhallenged appheants 27

‘'Finding of Faet Negraes' whose appllcatmnq were re-
- jected were required to wait six months

' before re-applying, although there was -

no, statutory basis for thls requlrement 2

Legislative " A bill which would es abllsh a six-mont
Aetio_n T / waiting period was “introduced an
' '/ passed in the senate i 1

In 1ts mvestlgatlons and htlgatlon in MlSSlSBlppl, th

" United States was using Mississippi poll books to help dis
. cover patte riis-of racial diserimination in' voting. j

A bill included in~the 1962 package ‘leglslat;on removec
from the Mississippi poll*books the column indicating the
‘race of the voter S T :

ississippi Laws, 1962, Ch’ 9 \
Mississippi Laws, 1962, Ch. 5*?.,9

n 2—22 Mississippi Laws, 1962, Ch. 573, ‘

2-29, United States v. Lynd, ﬁ()l f. 2d 821(5th C’ir o

19/33 ('Reh Den, 5.21.62), N |

62-22. 8. B 11927, ' *

10 Doz, 16, Mi smsippi Lawé 1962, Ch. 574,

AN

/% P§2~12.
/ “ P62-13
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