University of Mississippi

eGrove
Pamphlets and Broadsides Citizens' Council Collection

7-1-1958

Association of Citizens' Council of Mississippi, 4th Annual Report
In Retrospect

Association of Citizens' Councils of Mississippi

Follow this and additional works at: https://egrove.olemiss.edu/citizens_pamph

6‘ Part of the United States History Commons

Recommended Citation

Association of Citizens' Councils of Mississippi, "Association of Citizens' Council of Mississippi, 4th
Annual Report In Retrospect" (1958). Pamphlets and Broadsides. 7.
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/citizens_pamph/7

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Citizens' Council Collection at eGrove. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Pamphlets and Broadsides by an authorized administrator of eGrove. For more
information, please contact egrove@olemiss.edu.


https://egrove.olemiss.edu/
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/citizens_pamph
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/citizens
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/citizens_pamph?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fcitizens_pamph%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fcitizens_pamph%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/citizens_pamph/7?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fcitizens_pamph%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:egrove@olemiss.edu

STATE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
AND OFFICERS

J. O. SAMS
COLUMBUS

JOHN B. CUNNINGHAM
BROOKSVILLE

N. E. DACUS
TUPELO

SHELBY WOODWARD
LOUISVILLE

Z M. VEAZEY, JR.
COLDWATER

W. H ANDERSON
RIPLEY

BEN JACK HILBUN
OXFORD

JOHN TABOR
WINONA

A. E BRITT
INDIANOLA

WILBURN HOOKER
LEXINGTON

= FRED JONES

INVERNESS

PETE WILLIAMS, SR.
CLARKSDALE

TOM P. BRADY
BROOKHAVEN

ALBERT GARDNER
YAZOO CITY

CLAY TUCKER
WOODVILLE

ELLIS W. WRIGHT
JACKSON

W. H JOHNSON, JRr.
DECATUR

R. C. BRADSHAW
PEARL

H H HARPOLE
PHILADELPHIA

MARION SIMPSON
CANTON

DEWEY MYERS
PRENTISS

WARD HURT
LUMBERTON

ROBERT OSWALD
PASCAGOULA

J. E. STOCKSTILL
PICAYUNE

R. P. PARISH
STATE TREASURER
PRES. BANK OF GREENWOOD
GREENWOOD

ELLETT LAWRENCE
FINANCE CHAIRMAN
GREENWOQOD

ROBERT B. PATTERSON
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
GREENWCOD

wW. J. SIMMONS
ADMINISTRATOR
1014 FLAZA BUILDING
JACKSON

MRS. SARA McCORKLE
WOMEN'S DIVISION
GREENWOOD

situation now..

it OF M I SSISS|IPP | v
STATES  RIGHTS

OF CITIZERNS COUNGC

RACIAL INTEGRITY

GREENWOOD, MISSISSIPPI

4th ANNUAL REPORT JULY 1958

The fourth anniversary of the birth
of your Citizens’ Council movement
was quietly observed on July 11, 1958.
It is fitting that those of us who have
taken part in the resistance movement
against forced integration look back
over the past four years and make an
appraisal of the situation then and the

How successful have our efforts
been, combined with those of many
thousands of other patriotic Amer-

icans?

Let’s hear from some nationally rec-
ognized sources: From the Washing-
ton Post Times-Herald, dated March
21, 1957, by the managing editor, Al-
fred Friendly.

““Segregationists in the Deep South
have won the first round against racial
intermixture in the public schools.”
. « « « "The South has built a strong set
of obstacles blocking the road to fu-
ture integration. Here is the fruit of
the segregationists’ energetic and skill-
ful work:

'I THE principle of uncompromising
* segregation has been made to reign

| without effective challenge in state and

local politics. With exceptions inter-
esting only as curiosities, Deep South
politicians do not and cannot breathe a
public word to the contrary.

2 MODERATES—those who oppose overnight and large-
« scale school integration but who nevertheless believe
that some steps should be taken in the next few years lead-
ing to admission of some Negro studenis to hitherto white
schools—have been placed on the defensive, so much so that
they are scarcely to be heard in public.

There is almost no debate. Only rarely is there a white
voice raised in the press, the pulpit and the universities sug-
gesting some forthright movement toward desegregation.
And needless to say, the white man who speaks out directly
for prompt integration is virtually a sideshow {freak.

HOLD COMMUNITY REINS

AT LEAST in its outward forms, leadership of community

« institutions such as state and local offices, the press, the
church and the civic, welfare, service and social organizations
is predominantly in the hands of the unyielding segregation-
ists.

4 THE movement which had taken place since World War
« II toward interracial cooperation and toward some kinds
of integration has been brought almost to a halt. . ...

THE phrase of the “Liberal Underground”—a name wryly

« bestowed upon themselves by those who would like 1o
see prompt movement toward compliance—is that “the chan-
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(

nels of communication are down.” . People of differing views
on the race issue simply don’t discuss them with each other,
much dess publicly debate them.

6 THE Supreme Court decision has been repainted to ap-

* pear as an order for instant and complete school integra-
tion, everywhere, in every school, in massive amount. When
the white South now says, as it does with virtual unanimity,
“It can’t be done,” the “it” is automatically understood as
meaning a Supreme Court decision for immediate and full-

| scale intermixﬁ_fg_:_zg__of white and Negro students. . . . .

A SPREADING CONCEPT

IGNIFICANTLY, that view of what “it” means appears

to have been made into the dominant image in the rest
of the Nation, too.

The importance of that conception, of course, is that
once it has been embraced, consciously or subconsciously, as
what the Supreme Court ordered, the Southern position of
“It can’t be done” has to be conceded... For good reasons or
for bad ones, large scale integration of all Southern elemen-
tary and high schools seems, to almost all observers, Northern
or Southern, as out of the question in the immediate future.

7 A REGIONAL gospel has been established that any Fed-

* eral attempt to force integration will be met by closing
down the public school system. The farther south you go,
the _shghter is the action that is deemed to be “‘forced inte-
gration.”

The state of affairs outlined above did not just happen.
It was planned that way., and with great skill. It was the
achievement of determined. energetic and effective men.
Some were organized formally in such groups as the White
Citizens Councils; others acted informally, but no less ef-
fectively, in political or community groups.

The speed of their work, the completeness of their con-
trol of nolitical bodies and agencies at all levels, their seizure
of the offensive and their deftness in framing the issue in
the terms they wanied—all this bespeaks a high order of
skill and technique. . . . .

THERE ARE parallels in the quick shifts of governmental,
press and community attitudes in all the Deep South states.

In many places there appears to have been a moment,
whether of a few days or a few months duration, when lead-
ers of opinion—not necessarily or even usually the political
figures—were prepared, although reluctantly and unhappily.
to take some first tentative measures leading to full compli-
ance in the next several years.

Then something happened. The mood passed, to be re-
placed by an adamant resistance led and controlled by the
segregationists, militant and well-organized.”

From the Saturday Evening Post, June 15, 1957. Article
entitled “The Deep South Says Never.” The first of a series

of five. |

e oo+ Thus was formed the first Citizens’ Council, a
movement that in a few months swept the South and gave
loud voice to the Southern resistance to school desegregation.

At that time desegregation seemed inevitable and not
far off. Today, in the Deep South, it seems unlikely in the
foreseeable future. At that time the South was divided, per-
plexed, resigned. Today the Solid South is a fact, and its re-
sistance to desegregation is granitic. Let us study the re-
markable achievement of a resistance movemenit that has
uncompromisingly set iis face against the mainsiream of
American thought as expressed by the Supreme Court of the
land — and has thus far got away with it.”
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Isaac Toubin, of New York, Executive Director of the
Afmlerigan Jewish Congress, said at Miami Beach in May
of 1958,

“We must face the fact that there is a real possibility of
ultimate defeat in the struggle to end racial segregation. The
proponents of massive resistance in the South are not fighting
for delay or moderation. Their aim is reversal in law, or
nullification in fact, of the Supreme Court’s decision.”

You who have been members and friends of the resist-
ance movement know what you have done. You know what
your local organization has done, and you have a good idea
of what your State Association, and also the nation wide
organization known as “The Citizens’ Councils of America,”
has accomplished.

You realize that the Citizens‘ Council organization was
the rallying point for popular resistance to the unconstitu-
tional “integration” decision of the Supreme Court. You have
seen resistance grow from timid faltering efforts on the part
of a few individuals to “massive” resistance with the full
power of the state governments taking constitutional action
towards protecting their people and their schools from de-
struction. Often, for the individual member, “it is hard to see
the forest for the trees.” It is hard to picture yourself as an
important cog in this gigantic movement, but without you
the movement cannot succeed.

One member observed that “It’s not only what we did
here in Mississippi. It’s what our organization inspired people
in other states to do that really turned the tide. Resistance
is contagious.”

REMEMBER LITTLE ROCK

The greatest encounter between the constitutional rights
of the people and the states vs. the usurped powers by the
Federal Government occurred at Little Rock. “Remember
Little Rock” is the battle cry for people who believe it is their
sacred right to educate their children in their own way with-
out interference from politically motivated federal sources
who know little of local conditions. Because of what happened
in Little Rock, Americans everywhere were made aware of
the vicious determination of the so-called “liberal minority
groups” in their obsession to force their will upon those who
differ. The entire nation owes a debt of gratitude to the pa-
triotic citizens of Little Rock, who refused to bow to the

tyranny of forced integration.

NEITHER SUDDENLY NOR GRADUALLY

The danger of sudden integration may have passed, but
there is great danger, now that the frontal attack by the
mongrelizers has failed, that they will resort to “infiltration”
and “gradualism.” T gt PN T T

Southern observers who have watched neighborhood in-
tegration in the North now realize that “Being a little bit
integrated is like being a little bit pregnant.” There is no
such thing as being a little bit integrated. Our Northern
friends are horrified toc find that their original concession to
“a little integration” has inevitably forced them to give up
their homes and flee to the suburbs. The flight continues,
and where it will stop no one knows.

MIGRATION

For economic and other reasons, brought about by selfish
politicians and misinformed ‘“do-gooders,” the Negro migra-
tion to the North has increased and will continue to increase.
The end result of this migration will help our cause, but we
feel for our Northern white citizens. Already in many North-
ern cections innocent white people are being forced to suffer
a second “reconstruction” such as our ancestors suffered
eighty-five years ago. This is tragic. History proves, however,
that the masses of people have never reacted to logic and
common sense, but only to chaos and bitter experience. The
best cure for “integration and Negro domination” is “in-
tegration and Negro domination,” although it is a painful one
that leaves many permanent scars. In many areas ‘“the situa-
tion will have to get worse before it gets better.”

THE CITIZENS’ COUNCIL

JULY, 1958

RACIAL SEPARATION

The South respectfully submits that the best method by
which the two races can occupy the same geographical area
with a minimum of racial conflict is through the time honored
and history proven expedient which is called “segregation.”

THE ROAD AHEAD
ORGANIZATION

The only method by which racial separation can be con-
tinued is through local, state and national organization, in
order that the many powerful organizations which seek mon-
grelization can be counteracted. Many organizations dedicated
to racial separation have started in the North and West, and
there will be many more in the years ahead. Many of these
organizations are not called “Citizens’ Councils,” but “a rose
by any other name would smell as sweet,” and their purpose
is basically the same as ours.

POLITICS

The Citizens’ Council is not a political organization, but
in our form of government it is natural that sentiment in favor
of racial separation will express itself politically by one
method or another. This is already evident in the South, and
will be evident in Northern and Western areas eventually.

OUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Listed on page 1 are the members of our Executive Com-
mittee. Four Executive Committeemen are elected to serve
from each one of our six Congressional Districts. This elec-
tion is held at the annual district meeting of county chairmen
in each district. These are the men who set the policy and
direct our State Association. Your State Executive Committee
meets the third Thursday in each month, in Jackson, Missis-
sippi, at one of the hotels there. It is always a dutch luncheon
meeting. This group provides the personal contact necessary
so that your Association will be truly representative of the
local Citizens’ Councils in the state. We ask that you note the
name of your Executive Committeeman, so that you can get
in touch with him at any time.

We have urged the board of directors of each local or-
ganization to hold a similar monthly meeting. The holding of
these regular meetings provides a constant, competent body
to deal with any local problems that may arise, and has led
in every case to a strong local organization.

OUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

Your State Executive Committee has engaged an out-
standing lady, Mrs. Sara McCorkle, to direct Women’s activi-
ties in connection with the Citizens’ Council movement
throughout the state, and to direct the Citizens’ Council edu-
cational program for the youth of Mississippi. Mrs. McCorkle
has made many talks to various Civic organizations through-
out the state and to many ladies’ organizations. She assists
the local Citizens’ Councils in carrying on educational pro-
grams for the young people in the community, in giving the
facts concerning race and the reasons for the South’s policy
of racial separation. She directs our annual essay contest
among high school students.

- THE CITIZENS’ COUNCIL FORUM

We now have the Citizens’ Council Forum television
program in nine Southern states, on at least seventeen differ-
ent stations, and we have the Citizens’ Council Forum radio
programs on more than one hundred radio stations through-
out the South. The idea is to inform our people, here in the
South, as to the true facts concerning ‘“integration” and to
present the South’s case to the nation. As soon as possible,
we intend to expand this program to cover the entire nation.
Bill Simmons, as the producer of these programs, is doing a
magnificent job. He maintains a complete staff at our Jack-
son office in the Plaza Building.
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OUR OWN NEWSPAPER

Since October, 1955, we have been publishing our own
monthly newspaper, which acts as the official organ for the
Citizens’ Councils of America movement. We have never
missed an issue, and we urge the local organizations to sub-
scribe for each member, so that the local membership will
have an idea about what is going on state wide and nationally.

We have found that the most economical means of keep-
ing our members informed and of penetrating the paper cur-
tain which in the past has kept the truth from the public is
through this fine publication. All of us are proud of the fine
job that Bill Simmons has done as editor of our official organ.

Local Councils that have subscribed to our newspaper
for each of their members find that they are well informed
and are kept interested in this movement. Our members in
Mississippl are urged to mail their copies of the newspaper
to friends and relatives in the North after they have read it
each month.

We certainly hope that next year each Council will sub-
scribe to our newspaper for each of its members. The sub-
scription price has been set at $1.00 per year for members in
lots of 50 or more subscriptions, the lowest figure possible,

—since no advertising 1s accepted. For single subscribers the

subscription price is $2.00 per year.

If preferred, you may send your subscription direct to
The Citizens’ Council, 1014 Plaza Building, Jackson, Miss.

OUR STATE OFFICE

Our state office in Greenwood employs, in addition to the
Executive Secretary and Director of Women’s Activities, four
full time employees to handle national correspondence, edu-
cational publications, and administrative organizational work.
Our office receives as high as 300 letters per week from forty-
eight states and many foreign countries. All inquiries are
answered and orders for literature are filled promptly.

We carry on an active correspondence with Citizens’
Councils and other organizations all over the United States.
We exchange information and carry on liaison with all sin-
cere patriotic groups and individuals who are dedicated to
constitutional government. We have mailed over five million
pamphlets to key individuals and organizations iIn every
state in the union and in most foreign countries. These
pamphlets, by prominent and respected authorities, present
the case for the South, states’ rights and racial integrity.

Three years ago it was clearly evident that most of the
national magazines were slanting news stories against the
South. Lately, we have noticed a reluctant leakage of truth
concerning the United States Supreme Court and the Negro
race from even such rabid anti-South publications as Time
and Life.

Negro migration to the North and the determined pre-
sentation of facts by Southerners has helped to bring about

this phenomenon.

THE CITIZENS’ COUNCILS OF AMERICA

The Citizens’ Councils of America was organized in New
Orleans in January, 1956, with individuals from eleven South-
ern States participating. It has held regular semi-annual
meetings each year since that time.

We believe that this organization will continue to serve
as an effective coordinating agency and information center
for the various state groups. Our office in Greenwood is the
national administrative headquarters.

ROBERT B. PATTERSON, Executive Secretary

WHAT YOU CAN DO AS AN INDIVIDUAL

1. Study all the facts which give concrete reasons why the
South and the nation must maintain its racial integrity. You
cannot do your part in educating your children, relatives,

friends, neighbors and business associates unless you know
the facts. Subscribe to publications which give the truth about
integration. In order to counteract the propaganda campaign
against us, we must carry on a continuous educational pro-
gram and you can help.

2. Join a worthwhile organization dedicated to constitu-
tional government and racial integrity such as the Citizens’
Council. Be a good member and remember that your dues and
your efforts are the keys to victory. This is your fight. Organ-
ized aggression must be met with organized resistance.

3. Enlist additional members for your local organization.
Educate your fellow citizens so that we may all stand together.
Contact friends in other counties and states and encourage
them to organize. Remember, the mongrelizers are well or-
ganized and highly financed.

4. Keep informed of all efforts to integrate the races. In
this manner a mobilized public opinion may express itself
from every direction against every attempt at integration.

5. Write letters expressing your views to newspapers, and
magazines, as well as to your local, state and national offi-
cials. Your letter combined with thousands of others will have
a resounding effect.

6. Vote for those seeking public office who actively and
honestly resist the integration of the races. This also includes
your school board and the governing body of your church.

7. Be alert for all propaganda movements towards integra-
tion, whether in the theatre, television, radio, athletic events,
schools, newspapers, magazines, books, or the church. These
programs are cleverly planned to soften our people to the
idea of mixing of the races. If you should cancel a subscrip-
tion or withhold patronage, give your reason.

8. Be sure you know what is being taught your children in
School and Church.

9. Stand firmly in the right. Let everyone know that you
stand for segregation of the races.

10. There are scalawags among us today just as there were
in reconstruction days—people who live among us and thrive
upon us, but who are willing to sell us out to the mongrelizers.
Integrationists who live among us are much more dangerous
to our cause than those who live in New York or Illinois.

PUBLICATIONS

(All Literature Postpaid)
PAMPHLETS

The Supreme Court Must Be Curbed .. By James F. Byrnes

A - Chyistian ViEwW 08 SOBIOERUION it iiaisons by Rev. Guy T. Gillespie
THEe Ligly Trith Aot The RAACUER i by Atty. Gen. Eugene Cook

We’'ve Reached Era of Judicial Tyranny .. . by Senator James O. Eastland

The Cizenn’ LOneil . ot ailonsiiiitmmbsimtiseis .. by R. B. Patterson

A Jewish View on Segregation ... o .. .. Anonymous

SEEreERtion an. ARE SO s i it . Judge Tom P. Brady

The Mid-West Hears the South’'s Story ... i bjr W. J. Simmons

Congressional Committee Report on What
Happened when Schools were Integrated in
A T TR ¢ OO R S e S - S SR L MRS SS ngetegierhest From Congressional Record

Where is the Reign of Terror? _._ .. Congressman John Bell Williams

by Herbert Ravenel Sass

Mixed Schools and Mixed Blood ... ; PR,

The Educational Fund of the Citizens’ Council ... by Ellett Lawrence

Secontl: Anbuil Report s i Detailed organizational plan

Prices of pamphlets listed above are
s $1.00 ... $4.00 100 . R0

The Citizens’ Council newspaper (monthly publication) . $2.00 per year

RUBBER STAMPS

sl f L T e, 1 W O S o R S S e RS, e N Oy e s e e . $2.00 each

““Brotherhood by Bayonet’’ R o S KA $2.00 each
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BOOKS

Black Monday by Judge Tom P. Brady $1.00

The Deep South Says Never

oo by John Bartlow Martin .35
(paperback edition)

The above may be had by writing the Citizens’ Council, 207 West Market Street,

Greenwood, Mississippi. See that your public and school libraries obtain these books.

OTHER BOOKS

The Tragic Era T S S RD e S & Y T by Claude G. Bowers $5.00

Houghton Mifflin Company
The Riverside Press
Cambridge, Massachusetts

You and Segregation ettt eiasiemnssiinsar Dy Herman E. Talmadgé $1.00

Vulcan Press, Incorporated
401 Fourth Street, S. W.
Birmingham, Alabama

American Race Theorists ... . . - .. by Byram Campbell $3.50

Chapman & Grimes, Inc.

Boston, Massachusetts

Take Your CHolol e i i i it - FEOOBTE DHDO $3.00

Miss Louise Lacey
P. O. Box 1435
Jackson, Mississippi

ThE Oult 88 BRI i s ... by Stuart O. Landry $3.50

Mr. Stuart O. Landry
305 Chartres Street
New Orleans, Louisiana

White America ... s e e - JodTRIESE Sevier Cox $2.00

Mr. Earnest Sevier Cox
P. O. Box 116

Richmond, Virginia

The Sovereign States R s .eem—- by James J. Kilpatrick $5.00
The Henry Regnery Company
64 East Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, Illinois
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FINANCE CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

I wish I could tell you that we have a big cash balance,
that our membership has doubled or even tripled. I cannot
make any such statement.

It is to be expected that our people would be apathetic
because, I suppose, they feel there is nothing going on that
needs attention, and that we have nothing to worry about
here in Mississippi. This may or may not be true.

The long term goal of this movement is to change the
outlook of people in the rest of the United States. We will be
able to maintain segregation in Mississippi, but unless we can
get laws changed or decisions reversed, this thing is going to
nag at us for the balance of time. As for myself, I am not
worried about integration in Mississippi in my life time. Lots
of us have children and grandchildren, and these children
and grandchildren are the ones I am thinking about. We
should keep a constant flow of facts going into other states,
and to do this takes money.

Unquestionably, the Citizens’ Council can claim credit
for initiating the fight against integration. Had not the Council
movement started when it did I feel we would already have
integration in some of our Southern states. Probably some
other movement would have come into being, but maybe it
would have been too late.

EDUCATIONAL FUND

The Educational Fund was incorporated November 15,
1956. The reason for the Educational Fund was that we were
not sure that contributions to the Citizens’ Council were tax
exempt. We believe that since the Educational Fund of the
NAACP is tax exempt, the Educational Fund of the Citizens’
Council is tax exempt. So far the exemption has not come
through, but we have had no kick backs on former deduc-
tions. We believe that the Internal Revenue department must
declare i1t tax exempt.

We wanted a fund so those people who can contribute in
large amounts could get tax exemptions, as this means a
great deal to many people.

We are very careful how we handle the money in the
Educational Fund, and there is simply no way for the govern-
ment to declare it other than tax exempt. We hoped this fund
would be attractive to large contributors. So far we have had
only two individuals who have contributed $1,000 or more.

We hope to have others.
ELLETT LAWRENCE, Finance Chairman

207 W. MARKET ST.
GREENWOOD, MISS.
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