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THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI J.D. WILLIAMS LIBRARY

Professor emeritus honored for cultivating friends, funds

J
ohn Pilkington’s teaching career 
at The University of Mississippi 
spanned more than three decades 
and influenced hundreds of students. 

Since his retirement in 1985, he has 
continued his early mission to help 
make the University Libraries the best 
that they can be.

Pilkington, distinguished professor 
emeritus of English, has raised friends 
and funds through the Friends of the 
Library support group and spent many 
hours matching resources with books 
and other needs. His work has been 
priceless, said Dean of Libraries Julia 
Rholes.

“Dr. Pilkington has patiently carried 
out his desire to help provide a better li­
brary for Ole Miss students and faculty,” 
she said. “Through his leadership and 
personal example working with Friends 
of the Library, the addition of so many 
books has remarkably enriched our col­
lections.”

Rholes and several of Pilkington’s 
longtime friends spearheaded efforts to 
honor him with a room in his name. A 
dedication ceremony for the John Pilk­
ington Study Room was held April 25. 
The room is located on the second floor 
of the library near the main elevators. 
Pilkington’s family and many friends at­
tended the public event.

Professor Emeritus John Pilkington speaks during the dedication of a study 
room that has been named for him.

When asked how he feels about be­
ing so honored, Pilkington said, “I’m 
delighted. It was a great surprise but a 
very pleasant one.”

He went on to explain why he feels 
so strongly about the quality of univer­
sity libraries.

“The university exists for the advance­
ment of learning,” Pilkington said. “The 
university library is the most permanent 
part of the learning process, and the li­
brary is the central resource that makes 
teaching, research and service to the

community possible.”
When Pilkington joined the Ole Miss 

faculty soon after completing his mas­
ter’s and doctoral degrees at Harvard 
University, he was alarmed at the state 
of the UM library.

“When I came here in 1952, I came 
directly from working at Widener Li­
brary at Harvard. It was a glorious place 
because you were terribly surprised if 
you couldn’t find your book. I got here, 
and you were surprised if you did find 
your book.”

Pilkington wasted no time in seek­
ing ways to remedy the situation. “I 
ran down second-hand catalogs to find 
books to fill out my list of books that 
I thought the library needed. The uni­
versity had very little money. Funds to 
purchase books were allotted to depart­
ments, and some didn’t use the allot­
ment, so I asked for and was given per­
mission to use the funds to buy books, 
and that’s how it started.”

“As a faculty member, John Pilkington 
was loved by his students and admired 
by his colleagues,” Chancellor Robert 
Khayat said. “He has worked tireless­
ly to attract support that would assure 
the continued strength of our library. 
He and his wife, Lolly, are revered, re­
spected and loved by the Ole Miss com­
munity.”

The senior professor in American lit­
erature in the Department of English
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The World of Walter Anderson

I would like to express apprecia­
tion for two great leaders who have 
given a great deal to The University 
of Mississippi and to our University 
Libraries: Dr. John Pilkington and 
Chancellor Robert C. Khayat.

We have just honored Dr. John 
Pilkington with a special room in 
J.D. Williams Library. As the long­
time president of the Friends of the 
Libraries, he has been a steadfast and 
vocal proponent of the libraries. He 
not only has given money generously 
over many years but also, more im­
portantly, has given his time. He has 
been very involved with the leader­
ship of the Friends and with the se­
lection of the books that the Friends 
acquire for the libraries. Working 
closely with the library staff, he has 
been committed to ensuring that the 
library collections are strong. We 
have added thousands of books in 
all subject areas because of Dr. Pilk­
ington and the Friends.

Chancellor Robert Khayat will retire 
at the end of June. Like Dr. Pilking­
ton, he has been deeply committed 
to our libraries. A vocal supporter, 
Chancellor Khayat has raised much- 
needed funds, which have helped 
in so many ways. We have added 
equipment and furniture in recent 
years, along with both print and full­
text collections. Students and faculty 
today have a beautiful, comfortable 
library with rich collections thanks to 
Chancellor Khayat.

I urge readers to honor these two 
great leaders by making contribu­
tions to the Friends of the Libraries 
in honor of Dr. Pilkington or to the 
Robert C. Khayat Legacy Fund in 
honor of the chancellor.

Sincerely,

■

Julia Rholes
Dean of University Libraries

A
rtwork by renowned painter, 
writer and naturalist Walter Ing­
lis Anderson is on exhibit at the 
J.D. Williams Library through January 

2010.
The 60-piece display, “Walter Ander­

son and World Literature,” is hosted by 
the Department of Archives and Spe­
cial Collections on the library’s third 
floor.

It features line drawings, watercolors 
and panels inspired by great works of 
literature such as Don Quixote, The Il­
iad, Alice in Wonderland, Beauty and 
the Beast and The Magic Carpet. Block 
prints from Anderson’s book An Alpha­
bet—created for his own children— 
stretch around the exhibit walls.

“There are many artists who explored 
a story but few who fused with it,” said 
Patricia Pinson, curator of exhibitions 
at the Walter Anderson Museum of Art 
in Ocean Springs. “The book to Ander­
son was a way of life, part of the quest 
to find realization and meaning. It was 
the distillation of the timeless epics that 
gave him the grasp of the significance 
of the moment. Great books and great 
art are about insight, and Anderson 
gives us insight into both.”

A voracious reader, Anderson creat­
ed nearly 10,000 pen-and-ink drawings 
to illustrate page after page of classic 
books as he read them.

“It’s exciting for the library to show­
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case this wonderful exhibit of work by 
Walter Anderson,” said Jennifer Ford, 
head of the Department Archives and 
Special Collections. “His genius can 
be clearly seen, as well as his love for 
literature. We hope that our patrons 
will be able to get a glimpse into his 
world.”

While Anderson’s “world” stretched 
from his home on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast to faraway places such as China 
and South America, he found solace 
in being alone, often immersed in the 
imaginary world of books.

“Daddy was essentially on a quest— 
he was pursuing the Holy Grail,” said 
John Anderson, his son and curator of 
the library exhibit.

Sponsored in conjunction with the 
16th annual Oxford Conference for the 
Book, the exhibit was the focus of the 
conference’s opening session March 
26. Following its close at the library in 
January 2010, the exhibit is expected 
to travel to other libraries, cultural cen­
ters and schools for years to come.

“This exhibit might [create] little ex­
plosions if allowed to be shown in 
schools where children can look at 
the work and say, ‘Wait a minute, I see 
something another way,”’ John Ander­
son said.

A subject guide for the exhibit is 
available at apollo.lib.olemiss.edu/cen- 
ter/subject_guide/anderson/intro.

Literature, art meet in exhibit

Message from the Dean

apollo.lib.olemiss.edu/cen-ter/subject_guide/anderson/intro


Space keeps library buzzing
by Sarah Cure

A
 newly designed work-study area 
opened this spring in the J.D. Wil­
liams Library to give students bet­
ter access to technology, research material 

and library services.
Located on the library’s first floor, the In­

formation Commons features 40 individual 
computer stations, armchairs with conve­
nient pull-out desks and three group-study 
rooms equipped with 40-inch flat-screen 
TVs. A glass wall was added to buffer the 
noise.

“The commons is usually the busiest 
place in the library, and I think students 

are finding it to be a great place to work,” 
Dean Rholes said.

Students appreciate the commons for 
several reasons, said Stan Whitehorn, li­
brary operations manager. “The library 
typically has a ‘hush’ atmosphere, but 
students asked for a place where they 
could go to discuss and work on projects,” 
Whitehorn said.

An anonymous donor’s gift provided 
funding for the area’s new computers and 
furniture.

Sarah Cure is a senior journalism intern 
in the Office of Media and Public Relations.

Accidental Discovery
Poignant papers capture civil rights era 
by Sarah Cure

A
 collection of documents about 
early 20th century civil rights 
activist and educator Juliette 
Derricotte has been donated by Ken 

Oilschlager (BBA 71) to. the J.D. Wil­
liams Library Department of Archives 
and Special Collections.

Derricotte is remembered for her in­
fluential role in supporting black col­
leges and education during the pre-seg- 
regation era. Her death in 1931 caused 
national uproar with the NAACP and 
Commission of Interracial Cooperation 
because she was denied medical treat­
ment in a segregated hospital after an 
automobile accident.

“The Oilschlager/Derricotte collection 
helps to illustrate the civil rights move­
ment with such a poignant story,” said 
Jennifer Ford, head of the Department 
of Archives and Special Collections and 
associate professor.

Oilschlager said he discovered the 
ephemera by sheer accident about eight 
years ago while traveling on a back road 
to Atlanta searching for 1920s phono­
graphic blues records. In a ramshackle 
building, he found the letters and old, 
unscathed Western Union telegrams that 
turned out to be condolences of friends

and colleagues to the 
Derricotte family. 
He also uncovered 
a news article from 
a Talladega College 
alumni magazine, 
pamphlets, bro­
chures and letters 
from Derricotte to 
her family when 
she was traveling 
abroad.

“Derricotte de­
serves to be rec­
ognized because 
she was a young 
national leader who was 
not only a woman but also a young 
black person growing up in the 1920s,” 
Oilschlager said. “It is a shame she died 
under those circumstances, and there 
are many lessons to be learned from her 
important story.”

Upon graduation from Talladega Col­
lege in 1918, Derricotte was appointed 
first female trustee at the private Ala­
bama institution. After attending the 
National YWCA Training School in New 
York, she became a delegate and gen­
eral committee member of the World 

A letter from the Oilschlager/Demcotte collection.

Student Christian 
Federation.

Under the aus­
pices of WSCE 
Derricotte traveled 
to England and 
India in 1924 and 
1928 as one of two 
black delegates rep­
resenting American 
college students and 
women.

She became the 
dean of women at 
Fisk University in 
1929. On Nov. 6, 
1931, Derricotte and 

three Fisk University students were 
traveling to Athens, Ga., when their ve­
hicle collided with another automobile. 
Derricotte and a student were seriously 
injured, but hospitals near Dalton, Ga., 
denied them admittance because they 
were black. They were housed at a 
black woman’s home, but the student 
died overnight and Derricotte died the 
following day at Walden Hospital in 
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Sarah Cure is a senior journalism intern 
in the Office of Media and Public Relations.
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Blues at Ole Miss

UM Knows the Blues
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Renowned archive considered ‘a sanctuary for the blues’

Living Blues magazine and the Blues Archive received a Blues Trail marker from the Mississippi Blues Commission during the annual Living Blues Symposium 
held at UM in February.

A
fter toiling long hours in the 
fields under a hot Mississippi 
Delta sun, poor black sharecrop­
pers of the early 20th century gathered 

on front porches and put their sorrow 
and suffering to music. The soulful lyr­
ics and sounds of those early blues pio­

neers moved from house parties to juke 
joints, then north up the Mississippi Riv­
er. Once commercialized, the powerful 
music gave root to jazz, country, rock 
’n’ roll and hip-hop—a major portion of 
America’s popular music.

One can almost touch the origina­

tors and performers of this powerful art 
form on UM’s Oxford campus, where for 
more than two decades blues music has 
been studied, written about, preserved 
and played.

The Blues Archive—part of the Uni­
versity Libraries’ Department of Ar­
chives and Special Collections—holds 
50,000 blues recordings, one of the 
world’s largest collections, as well as 
some 15,000 photographs, more than 
850 videotapes and more than 5,000 
books, periodicals and newsletters. Ad­
ditionally, the university publishes Liv­
ing Blues magazine, America’s oldest 
and most authoritative blues periodical, 
and produces “Highway 61,” the blues 
radio show aired weekly on Mississippi 
Public Broadcasting.

“People think the blues is dying,” 
said Charles Wilson, holder of the Cook 
Chair of History at UM. “It’s not. Missis­
sippi was at the heart of the blues from 
the beginning, and it continues to be 
thanks in part to The University of Mis­
sissippi. Ole Miss is truly a sanctuary for 
the blues.”

Building a Blues Legacy
Collection gives insight into Delta Blues Museum’s founder
by Emily Welly

t was not until the 1970s when Sid­
ney Foster Graves Jr. (MA 71) took 
the helm at the Carnegie Public Li­

brary in Clarksdale that the Mississippi 
Delta town began to harness the power 
of its blues-rich heritage.

Graves, founder of the Delta Blues 
Museum in Clarksdale, died in 2005. 
Recently his daughter, Abby McCall of 
Mobile, Ala., donated a collection of his 
personal correspondence, awards, au­
dio recordings and photographs to UM’s 
Blues Archive. McCall said she hopes 
that scholars will study the collection 
and learn of her father’s contributions 
to the blues legacy and to the state.

Graves grew up in Tunica and gradu­
ated from Millsaps College. He received 
a master’s degree from UM and a Master 
of Library Science from Peabody Col­
lege (now Vanderbilt). He became di­
rector of the Clarksdale Carnegie Public 
Library in 1976.

Regularly encountering tourists seek­
ing out local blues landmarks such as 
Muddy Waters’ cabin, Graves saw an 
opportunity and established the mu­
seum in 1979 as part of the Carnegie 
library, initially in its old Myrtle Hall 
branch. “Clarksdale didn’t know what it 
was sitting on,” said McCall, who was 
5 years old when her father started the Sid Graves (right) in the shadow of a lifelike sculpture of Muddy 

Waters.
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CD collection grows the archive

Greg Johnson

A
fter months of 
cataloging hun­
dreds of CDs, 
the new Paul R. Feld- 

baumer Collection in 
UM’s Blues Archive is 
now available.

The collection includes 2,600 
blues sound recordings on CDs and 
LPs. The collection also includes 15 
framed photographs of blues musi- 

cians, some

museum.
“The museum, one of the earli­

est music museums in the country, 
is important to America’s cultural 
heritage. What Sid started remains 
crucial to the ongoing develop­
ment of downtown Clarksdale,” 
said Shelley Ritter, director of the 
museum.

Among the museum’s first items, 
McCall said, was one of B.B. King’s 
Lucille guitars, which Graves hesi­
tated to leave overnight in the mu­
seum for fear it would be stolen. 
“Every night, daddy would have to 
go get this guitar and lug it home,” 
she said. Eventually, Graves re­
ceived grants for exhibits and in­
volved musical superstars, includ­
ing ZZ Top, to make the museum 
a destination.

of which are autographed.
“It is nice to have this good col­

lection of so many CDs,” said Greg 
Johnson, associate professor and 
curator of the Blues Archive. “This 
collection will be very accessible.”

Feldbaumer was the voice be­
hind “The Blues Experience,” a 
program on a public radio station 
in Hatboro, Pa., where he went by 
the moniker Paul Frenzy. He was 
also a member of the Blues Foun­

dation. He died of a stroke 
in 2008 at age 51.

The items were donated 
by Paul’s father, Bill Feld­
baumer, who wanted to 
make sure his son’s entire 
collection was housed in a 
library or archive where it 
would be used.

The collection has been
catalogued and is available 

online at umiss.lib.olemiss.edu.
Lightning Hopkins, Sonny Boy Williamson and Sunnyland Slim are 
just a few of the artists featured on the hundreds of CDs included in 
the new Feldbaumer Collection.

In 1999, after Graves’ tenure, 
the museum moved to the historic 
Clarksdale freight depot, its current 
location. Today, the museum hosts 
both permanent and traveling ex­
hibits. It includes a classroom for 
a year-round music education pro­
gram and visiting lectures, and a 
stage that serves as the main venue 
during annual music festivals. Next 
door is actor Morgan Freeman’s 
Ground Zero blues club. The mu­
seum has become a stop for visi­
tors on the Mississippi Blues Trail.

“The fact that [Graves] was able 
to see the blues as a real cultural 
strength in Mississippi speaks a lot 
about him,” said Greg Johnson, 
UM’s blues curator and associate 
professor. “I think he’s been prov­
en correct.”

At Your Fingertips 
GIS gets site upgrade
by Sarah Cure

T
he Web site for the Government Infor­
mation Services department at the J.D. 
Williams Library has undergone an ex­
tensive redesign and update to make search­

ing for government information easier and 
more comprehensive.

Revamped in June 2008, the site at apollo. 
lib.olemiss.edu/center/gis/home is designed 
to help students, university personnel and 
Mississippi residents find any government- 
related information they need with the click 
of a mouse.

“We have the most extensive collection of 
federal documents in the state—more than 
2.5 million documents,” said Laura Harper, 
head of GIS, media and microforms. “Our 
updated Web pages help us to meet our 
goals of serving the information needs of all 
Mississippians and of supporting the smaller 
depository libraries within the state.”

Designated as a Federal Depository Library 
in 1883, the J.D. Williams Library is Missis­
sippi’s regional federal depository and is also 
a depository for Mississippi state documents. 
The Web site for GIS was created in the late 
1990s.

Initially focused on links to U.S. and Missis­
sippi government agencies, the site provides 
access to information about other states and 
about foreign and international governments. 
In addition, users can locate information by 
topic without having to know specific agen­
cies. They will find links to meta-sites such as 
the University of Michigan’s Documents Cen­
ter, portals like www.USA.gov and search 
engines that will expand their awareness of 
the incredible scope of available informa­
tion. Newsfeeds from Reuters, The New York 
Times and www.stateline.org allow users to 
read the latest reports of national, state and 
international events.

The extensive array of available informa­
tion also includes Mississippi Supreme Court 
cases, voting records, status of bills in the 
state Legislature or in Congress, tax forms 
from all states and online government ser­
vices such as license renewals and passport 
applications.

“I want to make it easier for people to 
find the information they need,” Harper said. 
“They might even discover new sources of 
information they never imagined before.” 

Sarah Cure is a senior journalism intern in the 
Office of Media and Public Relations.
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Artists capture 'The World at Night'

"High lights" by TWAN photographer Leroy Zimmerman, www.photosymphony.com

A
stronomy and art intersected in a 
stellar exhibit at the J.D. Williams 
Library during April to celebrate 
the International Year of Astronomy. 

The year commemorates the 400th an­
niversary of Galileo Galilei’s use of 
a telescope to study the skies and Jo­

hannes Kepler’s publication of Astrono- 
mia Nova.

“The World at Night,” or TWAN, fea­
tured 30 photographs of beautiful and 
historic sites against a nighttime back- 
drop of stars, planets and celestial 
events.

“It is wonderful to have this exhibi­
tion showing how art and science can 
be blended together,” said Marco Cava­
glia, assistant professor of physics and 
astronomy and coordinator of the ex­
hibits. “Many scientists of the past were 
also artists and vice versa.”

A public presentation related to TWAN 
featured guest speaker Wally Pacholka, 
a TWAN photographer and member of 
Astronomers Without Borders.

TWAN is a volunteer effort operating 
under Astronomers Without Borders, a 
U.S. nonprofit corporation. The exhibit 
was displayed on six continents during 
March and April, with UM being the first 
North American host.

Accountants gather at UM library

Collection reflects 
financial history 
by Sarah Cure

T
he J.D. Williams Library Depart­
ment of Archives and Special Col­
lections received a donation of 
approximately 400 items of early Mis­

sissippi currency and financial ephem­
era from UM alumnus and collector 
Joe Overstreet (BBA 75) in December. 
The collection consists of obsolete cur­
rency and financial documents from 
1809 to the mid-20th century. Overstreet 
purchased it from Mississippi collector, 
dealer and author Guy Kraus.

“I doubt there is another collection like 
this,” Overstreet said. “This is Mr. Kraus’ 
personal collection that took him years 
to acquire, and I’m glad to see it be used 
for scholarly purposes at Ole Miss.”

The collection includes original prom­
issory notes from the Mississippi Territo­
ry from 1809-11, early tax receipts from 
Holly Springs and Lafayette County for 
the Mississippi Central Railroad in the 
1850s, bank drafts issued during the Civ­
il War era and numerous financial notes 
from early Mississippi banking compa­
nies, businesses and individuals from the 
1830s to 1900s.

Sarab Cure is a senior intern in the Office 
of Media and Public Relations.

M
ore than 200 members of the 
Southeastern American Accoun­
tancy Association and guests 
from as far away as China attended the 

association’s annual meeting hosted at 
The University of Mississippi April 30- 
May 2.

A highlight of their visit was a tour of 
the most prestigious accounting library 
collection in the world—the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
housed at the J.D. Williams Library.

Officials from the New York-based 
AICPA organization moved the collec­
tion of more than 125,000 items to the 
university in 2001. Included are rare 
items such as Pacioli’s famous Summa 
de Aritbmetica, Geometria, Proportioni 

Dale Flesher (center), professor of accountancy, expresses appreciation to Pamela Williamson (left), curator of visual collections, and Royce Kurtz, 
reference librarian, for preparing an exhibit for members of the Southeastern American Accountancy Association.

K
evin B

ain

et Proportionalita printed in Venice in 
1494.

Upon accepting the collection, Chan­
cellor Robert Khayat expressed the 
university’s gratitude, calling the items 
a scholarly treasure.

“This library not only will provide a 
rich resource for our students, faculty 
and staff but also enhance the research 
stature of our university and the state 
of Mississippi,” Khayat said. “As more 
and more material in libraries becomes 
digital, we believe that unique research 
collections such as this one will help 
reinforce our national prominence and 
enhance our quest to become a mem­
ber of the national Association of Re­
search Libraries. ”
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Writer finds 'ghosts' in Ole Miss archives

W
hen ESPN journalist Wright 
Thompson began researching 
his article on the 1962 Ole Miss 
football team, the J.D. Williams Library 

was the first place he turned. Thompson 
said that much of what he found most 
pertinent he obtained from UM’s civil 
rights and race relations collections.

In his article, “Ghosts of Mississippi,” 
which appeared on ESPN.com in Feb­
ruary, Thompson writes, “I dove into 
the Ole Miss library’s special collection, 
containing records and artifacts from 
the 1962 riots. Each page changed the 
way I looked at the place around me, 
the way I looked at the places inside 
myself where I love my state and its tra­
ditions.”

“We have lots of students, authors and 
journalists come to use our special col­
lections,” said Jennifer Ford, head of the 

Department of Archives and Special Col­
lections and associate professor. “We’re 
thrilled when we can be of service to 
someone in his or her research. These 
collections are a window into our past.”

Thompson said one of the things that 
struck him most was that he was able to 
touch these historical documents.

“I was amazed that I could just, for 
example, pick up and flip through the 
actual notebooks used by the soldier 
tasked with guarding James Meredith,” 
he said. “When you can get that close 
to something, it makes it very real. It 
helped me a lot in my writing, being 
able to pull information from the real- 
life papers of the time.”

He added, “The library staff was in­
credibly gracious and helpful. I’m thank-

ESPN journalist Wright Thompson 

ful that they are willing to put up with 
people like me who want to come and 
look through absolutely everything.”

To read Thompson’s article, visit 
sports.espn.go.com/espn/eticket/story? 
page=mississippi62.

Mississippians to learn archiving thanks to IMLS grant

E
mployees of historical repositories 
in Mississippi will soon have the 
opportunity to gain the knowl­
edge needed to properly archive and 

preserve historical documents thanks 
to the Archival Training Collaborative 
grant project.

After discovering that historical re­
positories in the Gulf Coast region of­
ten lacked personnel knowledgeable in 
historical preservation, the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services awarded 
Louisiana State University a $280,000 
grant to organize a three-year program 
to address the need for affordable archi­
val training in Mississippi, Alabama and 
Louisiana.

Jennifer Ford, head of archives and 
special collections at the J.D. Williams 
Library, is serving on the ATC steering 
committee.

“This is a need that should be met 
because we are talking about very im­
portant records and documents that, if 
preserved, will be beneficial for future 
generations,” Ford said. “In most cases, 
people don’t have the necessary exper­
tise available to them.”

The program began in July 2008 and

Jennifer Ford is on a committee addressing the need for archival training. 

will continue until June 2011.
Currently the project is in its first 

phase, which includes scheduling train­
ing opportunities in the three states. 
From December to February, the ATC 
hosted three initial workshops in Baton 
Rouge, La., Columbus, Miss., and Bir­

mingham, Ala.
The workshops used free Web-based 

educational material, and an experi­
enced professional was available to an­
swer questions and clarify concepts.

The initial workshops were successful 
with overwhelmingly positive partici­
pant evaluations, according to Elizabeth 
Dow, archives educator in the School of 
Library and Information Science at LSU 
and the grant’s principal investigator.

The ATC hopes to generate interest 
among staff at all historical repositories 
regardless of size, including churches, 
public offices, civic offices and record­
creating and collecting institutions for 
upcoming training sessions.

“This grant is important for us because 
it allows us to help train people across 
the state to preserve at-risk material,” 
said Dean of University Libraries Julia 
Rholes. “Through this grant, we can 
share our expertise and knowledge as 
a way to give back to the state. I think 
that’s terrific.

Katie Hiatt is a senior journalism intern in 
the Office of Media and Public Relations.
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Donors
The University of Mississippi Libraries would like to thank our friends and donors who supported us with their generosity 
from January 1-December 31, 2008. Names of first-time donors appear in boldface. Diligent efforts were made to ensure the 
accuracy of this list. Please notify the Office of Development at 662-915-3027 if there are errors.

Dr. and Dr. H. Dale Abadie 
Dr. and Mrs. Guthrie T. Abbott 
Dr. William H. Abbott 
Mrs. Helen Blanks Abraham 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Adams 
Mr. and Mrs. Holmes S. Adams 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack P. Adams 
Dr. Martha L. Adams 
Mrs. Mittie J. Aiken 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Aldrich 
Mrs. Kay D. Allen 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven D. Ammann 
Dr. and Mrs. Frank A. Anderson 
Mrs. Doreen H. Anding 
Mrs. Mary L. Archer 
Dr. Santo L. Arico
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Armstrong Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. David Walker Arnold 
Dr. and Mrs. George L. Arrington Jr. 
Dr. and Ms. Melvin S. Arrington Jr. 
Avaya Communications 
Dr. Irvin C. Baker
Mr. Rhodes Baker 
Ms. Sheila A. Baker
Dr. and Mrs. William C. Baker 
Dr. and Mrs. Ben F. Banahan 
Dr. Huafu Bao
Mrs. Alamada B. Barrett
Dr. Harry M. Bayne
Ms. Barbara K. Beckmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin W. Bell 
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce James Bellande 
Ms. Susannah H. Berning 
Dr. Gail Bernstein
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Berry 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Bertolet 
The Hon. and Mrs. Neal B. Biggers Jr. 
Dr. James O. Bishop Jr.
Ms. Vasser Bishop 
Ms. Kathryn B. Black 
Mrs. Jean P. Blackston 
Mr. Hill Blalock Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Darrell N. Blaylock 
Ms. Alice Blomquist
Dr. and Rev. Richard L. Blount
Mr. and Mrs. E. Josh Bogen Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Lee Napier Bolen

Dr. and Dr. William Boo
Mr. and Mrs. Will Gay Bottje
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Edmond Bourgeois Jr.
Mrs. Mary Anne R. Bowen
Mrs. A. L. Boyer
Mrs. Margaret A. Boyer
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Bradley Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Dana Brammer
Mr. and Mrs. Bub Brannan
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Bratton
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Brevard
Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Brevard Jr.
Mrs. Margaret C. Brickey
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Hess Brocato Sr.
Mr. Louis D. Brodsky
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Brown
Mr. Willie J. Brown Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Gwynne T. Brunt Jr.
Dr. and Dr. L. Michael Brunt
Mr. Harry E. Bryan, Jr.
Dr. Georgia M. Bryant
Mrs. Kaye H. Bryant
Mr. Phillip D. Bryant
Dr. and Mrs. James Robert Bryson
Dr. Luanne Buchanan and Dr. Michael H. Hoffheimer
Mr. William G. Burgin III
Mr. and Mrs. James N. Butler
Dr. and Mrs. Chalmers M. Butler
Mr. Thomas L. Callicutt Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Mack Cameron
Ms. Elizabeth Rawdon Campbell
Ms. Patricia F. Cannon
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Cannon
Mr. Robert M. Canon
Mr. and Mrs. Duke Carlisle
Mr. Charles M. Cassidy
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Cerny III
Mr. and Mrs. Winston Van Chancellor
Mr. Lee Cheney
Mr. and Mrs. James K. Child Jr.
Mr. John M. Christian
Cision US
Mr. Duncan A. Clark
Ms. Suzanne Clay
Dr. Katherine Holmes Cochran
The Hon. and Mrs. Thad Cochran
Dr. and Mrs. Wilfred Qualls Cole
Dr. Diann W. Coleman

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron S. Condon
Mr. Carlton R. Cook
Mr. Jack W. Cooke Jr.
Mr. Floyd D. Copeland
Mrs. Phoebe M. Copeland
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Costner
Ms. Terrie Lucy Coughlin
Mr. Jeffrey G. Covington
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Cowden
Mr. and Mrs. Wade Hampton Creekmore
Dr. and Mrs. John D. Crews
Mrs. Emma F. Crisler
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Crosthwait Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. James L. Crosthwait
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Crutcher
Ms. Bonnie K. Curtis
Mr. Michael W. Dale
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Edwin Davenport
Dr. William D. Davenport Jr.
Dr. James W. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. James Walter Dawes
Mr. David F. De Wolfe
Dr. and Dr. Michael P. Dean
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel L. Deleeuw
Mrs. Jo A. Denley
Mr. and Mrs. Tom J. DeSpain
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dibbert
Dr. and Mrs. Danny Hugh Dickey
Mr. Joseph Dicks
Mr. and Mrs. James Martin Dilley
Mrs. Lynton S. Dilley
Mr. and Mrs. John Zachry Dollarhide
Mrs. Marjorie M. Douglass
Ms. Arleen B. Dowd
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Drinkwater
Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Drinkwater Jr.
Mr. William J. Duston
Ms. Charlene E. Dye
The Hon. and Mrs. Brad J. Dye
Dr. and Mrs. J. F. Dzikielewski
Mr. Larry Easterling
Mr. and Ms. Darren Lee Edgington
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Elliott
Mr. George W. Ellis
Mr. Robert Byron Ellis Jr.
Dr. and Dr. Mahmoud A. Elsohly
Entergy Corporation
Mr. Thomas R. Ethridge
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse L. Eubanks
Dr. and Dr. George A. Everett Jr.
Mr. Chatham Boyd Ewing
Dr. and Mrs. James Milton Ewing Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick R. Falkner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Farmer
Dr. and Mrs. John Mogan Faust



Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Ferguson 
FINRA Finance Department 
First National Bank-Oxford 
Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin F. Fisher 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lee Flenorl 
Dr. and Dr. Dale L. Flesher 
Mr. Thomas B. Forbes III 
Ms. Jennifer W. Ford 
Mrs. Porter L. Fortune Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Arturo A. Fox 
Dr. John A. Fox 
Dr. Mamie B. Franks 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. French 
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Frost 
Dr. and Mrs. Don L. Fruge 
Mr. David H. Fulcher 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Lewis Fuller 
Mrs. Margaret H. Fyfe 
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Lane Gammill 
Mr. Lamar Gardner 
Mrs. Mary Anna Garraway 
Lt. Col. Drue B. Garrison 
Ms. Elizabeth T. Garrison
Mr. and Mrs. James Favrot Geary 
Mr. and Ms. Stanley Gibson
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph W. Gilbert Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. W. Franklin Gilmore 
Dr. and Dr. C. W. R. Gispen 
Dr. and Mrs. James O. Gordon 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis William Gorenflo 
Mr. Karl D. Gottschalk
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Goza
Mr. Kirk P. Grantham 
Dr. Shelby S. Grantham 
Ms. Melissa Anne Graves 
Mrs. Katherine D. Gray 
Mr. Chellis O. Gregory 
Hon. and Mrs. Don Grist 
Dr. and Mrs. Wallace L. Guess 
Dr. and Mrs. David Lee Guyton 
Mrs. Laurie Powell Gwinn 
Dr. and Dr. J. R. Hall
Col. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Hamilton 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Hammond III 
Dr. and Dr. Larry Gene Hanshaw 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles B. Hargrove 
Mrs. Laura G. Harper 
Mrs. Betty Z. Harrington
Ms. Natalie A. Harris
Dr. Michael G. Harrison 
Ms. Mary L. Hart 
Mr. and Ms. Richard B. Hawes
Mr. Jim Hawkins
Mrs. Josephine A. Haxton 
Mr. Robert A. Henderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Henry Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Heyman 
Mrs. Dewey Hickman 
Dr. and Mrs. Frank S. Hill Jr. 
Dr. Thomas S. Hines Jr.
Dr. Norman L. Hodges Jr.
Ms. Ashley M. Holder
Dr. W. Kenneth Holditch
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Louis Holleman

Mr. and Mrs. David Aston Holley
Mrs. Regina M. Holley
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Holloway
Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Donald Holmes
Mr. Rupert Holmes
Dr. and Ms. Glenn W. Hopkins
Mrs. Canary Howell
The Hon. and Mrs. Andrew K. Howorth
Mr. and Mrs. Beckett Howorth III
Dr. Beckett Howorth Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Howorth
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Howorth
Mr. and Mrs. Brent S. Hudspeth
Mr. and Mrs. David Andrew Huey
Mr. Carson M. Hughes
Ms. Deborah Hughes
Mr. Robert B. Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. D. R. Ingram
Mrs. Jo Inman
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ivey
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jacobs Jr.
James M & Milton McMullan Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Jenkins
Mr. Marcus C. Jennings HI
Mr. and Mrs. Erik M. Jensen
Mr. Gregory A. Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. Jay K. Johnson
Dr. Leonard Alan Johnson
Mr. Matthew R. Johnson
Mr. Ryan Blake Johnson
Estate of Gaston Jones
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Jones
Dr. Peter Rhea Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Seward L. Jones Jr.
Mrs. Cora M. Jordan
Ms. Rebecca Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. D. Olen Jourdan Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Darko Kajfez
Dr. and Mrs. Donald M. Kartiganer
Mrs. Suzanne M. Kerr
Capt. and Mrs. William H. Ketchum
Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Khayat
Mrs. Bessie Davis King
Mr. and Mrs. John Wallace King
Ms. Leone D. King 
Mr. Rudolf G. Kittlitz Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Theodore Klingen 
Ms. Bonnie J. Krause 
Mr. and Mrs. David Krotchko 
Dr. Colby H. Kullman 
Dr. Royce Kurtz
Mrs. Linda S. Lackey
Mr. and Mrs. Rogers Laine
Mrs. Doris C. Landon
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Landon
Dr. and Mrs. John F. Laurenzo
Mr. and Mrs. G. Ellett Lawrence
Ms. Fran Leber
Mr. Roy Lechtreck
Mr. and Mrs. James M. 

Leftwich

Dr. and Mrs. Marshall Scott Legan 
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Lenhoff 
Mr. and Mrs. John O. Leslie 
Mr. Douglas B. Lewis 
Dr. and Dr. Harvey S. Lewis 
Mr. and Mrs. William Lewis Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Lieberman 
Ms. Elizabeth H. Liu 
Mr. Renyi Liu
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Long 
Dr. and Mrs. Ernie B. Lowe 
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Lowry 
Mrs. Linda P. Lyons 
Hon. R. E. Mabusjr. 
Dr. and Mrs. James Mann 
Dr. and Ms. Ronald F. Vernon 
Ms. Susan Theresa Marlow 
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Dan Marshall 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell L. Martin III 
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Marum 
Fr. and Mrs. Troy W.

Mashburn Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Cal Mayo Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James Cal Mayo Sr.
Dr. and Mrs. William S. Mayo 
Estate of Mary Catherine McBride 
Mr. Jeremy C. McCamic 
Dr. Arthur D. McCary 
Mr. James McClure Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Louis Henry McCraw Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas K. McCraw 
Dr. Hemprova Gosh McDonald 
Dr. and Mrs. Fred J. McDonnell 
Mrs. Anne G. McGee 
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Steve McGraw 
Mr. and Mrs. Barney McKee 
Mr. and Mrs. William McKenzie III 
Mr. Ian S. McLaughlin 
Dr. and Mrs. J. Purves McLaurin 
Mr. and Dr. Wiley Charles Prewitt 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Meredith 
Dr. Michael F. Metcalf 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan E. Michel 
Mrs. Beverly Y. Milam 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin C. Moore 
Ms. Kathryn G. Moore 
Dr. Sylvester A. Moorhead 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Lee Morgan 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Q. Morgan 
Dr. Inez R. Morris



Dr. Karl F. Morrison
Ms. Mary Jo Mozingo
MS Bankers Association
Ms. Teresa Mullhaupt
Dr. Margaret L. Murchison
Dr. and Mrs. Paul W. Murrill
Mrs. Doris D. Murry
Dr. Jan Mutchler
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Mutchler
Estate of Carl Warren Nabors
Mrs. Katherine B. Nachod
Mrs. Nancy W. Neill
Mr. David L. Neville
Nichols Wire Incorporated
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Nobles
Mr. and Dr. William H. Norman
Mr. and Dr. Glenn E. Norwood
Dr. and Ms. Howard E. Noyes
Mr. Neal E. Noyes
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Nunnery
Ms. Ann G. O’Dell
Dr. Robert L. Oakman III
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Holt Oilschlager
Mr. and Mrs. Joe W. Overstreet
Dr. and Mrs. Harry Owens
Mrs. Patsy C. Pace
Hon. John N. Palmer
Ms. Kin Wee Pang
Dr. and Dr. James Wallace Park
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Partridge
Dr. and Mrs. James P. Pate
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Lee Pate
Dr. and Mrs. S. Ray Pate Jr.
Mrs. Sue M. Pearson
Mr. James A. Peden Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Pedersen
Mr. Gary Pemberton
Ms. Anne D. Percy
Ms. Pauline Perez
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Perez
Mr. Lawrence W. Pettiette Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Perry E. Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin J. Piazza Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kirk Pilkington
Dr. and Mrs. John Pilkington Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Plants
Dr. Ivana Podval
Mr. Stephen C. Price
Ms. Wanda W. Putnam
Quail Ridge Press Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Dexter Hong W. Quon
Ms. Jane Ramsey
Mr. Lee W. Randall
Ms. Katherine M. Ransone
Dr. Thomas J. Reardon
Ms. Julia M. Rholes
Dr. Stephen Vincent Rice
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Carroll Rich
Mr. and Ms. Harry Richardson

Mr. Andrew J. Ritch
Mr. and Mrs. David Giles Roach
Mr. William H. Roberson
Hon. James L. Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert G. Rogers III
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Rogers
Ms. Dana Michelle Ros
Dr. Gary H. Roseman
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Ross
Dr. Carolyn J. Ross
Mr. and Ms. Beau Ross
Mrs. Catherine K. Rosser
Dr. and Mrs. Dave Alan Russell
Mr. Mark Sacra
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Sam
Mr. and Mrs. Lucius F. Sams Jr.
Mrs. Louise L. Sanders
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Sawyer
Dr. Eric W. Schmidt and Dr. Constance Nichols
Ms. Sharon L. Schreiber
Dr. and Dr. Ronald A. Schroeder
Mr. and Ms. Isaac A. Scott
Mr. Wesley Sebren
Dr. and Mrs. Roy Dexter Sheffield
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Shoemaker Jr.
Dr. Joyce Sidorfsky
Mr. and Ms. William Simmons
Ms. Mona R. Simpson
Dr. Thomas R. Singley
Dr. Sheila Skemp
Mr. and Mrs. Beverly E. Smith Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Briggs Smith Jr.
Dr. and Dr. Mickey C. Smith
Mrs. Susan H. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. W. Marion Smith
Ms. Frances E. Spangler
Dr. Esther Sparks
Mr. Larry M. Speakes
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond W. Speck Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Sprague
Dr. W. St. Amand
St. Luke Catholic Church
Dr. and Mrs. Gordon L. Stanfield
State Farm Companies Foundation
Mr. W. H. Steele
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew P. Stefani
Mr. and Mrs. Karl R. Steinberger
Mrs. Ginette M. Strickland
Dr. and Mrs. W. M. E. Strickland
Mr. Robert M. Stricklin
Mrs. Madge O. Stubblefield
Mrs. Patricia H. Sullender
Dr. Donald J. Summers
Mr. and Mrs. Dana J. Swan
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Symons Jr.
Ms. Evelyn Tackett
Mrs. Amanda P. Tailyour
Mr. and Mrs. William Walker Tann

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Tanner
Mr. Jerry Tarver
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Patrick Tatum
Mrs. Dorothy L. Tatum
Ms. Clark H. Taylor
Dr. Jackson Taylor Jr.
Mrs. Polly M. Taylor
Dr. and Mrs. Davis L. Temple
Mr. James M. Terrell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Tettleton
The Public Administration Intitute
Dr. and Mrs. James Tate Thigpen
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Thisted
Ms. Sharon Tilove-Navatta
Dr. and Mrs. James Thomas Trapp
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Edgar Treas
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Tri
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan M. Tribe
Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Turman
Dr. and Mrs. R. Gerald Turner
Ms. Lois Uhteg
UM Alumni Association
University Dames
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Alan Upton
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Franklin Vegod
Dr. and Ms. Ronald F. Vernon
Ms. Kathleen Vieson
Ms. Marie Kennedy Vitale
Mrs. Kit Vogt
W. W. Norton & Company Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Wakefield 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pierce Walker Jr. 
Dr. and Dr. Gerald W. Walton 
Mr. Charles E. Warren 
Mrs. Ann T. Watson
Dr. and Mrs. Judson D. Watson III 
Dr. and Mrs. John Hardage Webb 
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy L. Weems 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Weems 
Mrs. Beth Mestayer Weidlich 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Calvin Wells IV 
Ms. Carol C. West
Mr. Nelson Westbrooks
Mrs. Kay C. Wheeler
Mrs. John W. White
Dr. and Mrs. John Paul White
Dr. and Dr. Matthew L. Murray
Mr. Jay L. Wiener
Mrs. Anne J. Wilbourne
Mrs. Sara T. Wilkerson
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis C. Wilkie Jr.
Mrs. Marsha D. Williams
Ms. Sally M. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Williston 
The Hon. and Mrs. William F. Winter 
Dr. and Dr. Kenneth Lyle Wooten 
Mrs. Jean A. Young 
Ms. Kay R. Young

from 1960-85, Pilkington taught one of 
the first-ever university courses devoted 
to Faulkner and was a moving force 
in establishing the annual Faulkner & 
Yoknapatawpha Conference at Ole Miss. 
He designed many new classes, direct­
ed many doctoral dissertations and mas­
ter’s theses and developed and taught 
correspondence courses for which he 
won a major award from the National

University Extension Association.
As associate dean of The University of 

Mississippi Graduate School from 1970- 
77, he upheld academic standards for 
graduate students and directed expendi­
tures of the legislative “catch-up funds” 
for the library. In 1977, three outside ad­
ministrators chose Pilkington as the first 
Ole Miss Distinguished Professor.

Pilkington published numerous jour­

nal articles on American writers and 
wrote six volumes: Francis Marion 
Crawford (Twayne, 1964), Henry Blake 
Fuller (Twayne, 1971), Stark Young 
(Mississippi Library Commission, 1976), 
Stark Young, A Life in the Arts: Letters, 
1900-1962 (two vols., Louisiana State 
University Press, 1975) and The Heart 
of Yoknapatawpha (University Press of 
Mississippi, 1981). 
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One Title at a Time
Book aficionados gradually donate their collection to library
by Katie Hiatt

The Lenhoffs gave a copy of a book about their 
daughter to the library.

W
hen California retirees Howard 
and Sylvia Lenhoff moved to Ox­
ford seven years ago, they im­
mediately began to immerse themselves 

in their new environment, looking for 
ways not only to enhance 
their own lives but also to 
make a difference in the 
lives of others.

The Lenhoffs spent the 
majority of their careers at 
the University of Califor­
nia, Irvine, where Howard 
is a professor emeritus of 
biology and Sylvia served 
as director of relations 
with schools and colleges. 
When they relocated to 
Oxford, one of the first 
places they visited was 
J.D. Williams Library on 
the Ole Miss campus, a 
natural fit for the two book 
aficionados.

Over the years, they have acquired an 
impressive collection of books, much 
of which they brought with them when 
they moved. “It is fairly normal that 
when a professor dies, the spouse is of­
ten left with classics in a chosen field 
and opts to sell them to book dealers,” 
Howard said.

Not so for the Lenhoffs, who have 
been donating rare and valuable books 
from their collection to the library since 
they arrived in Oxford.

“I feel that these books belong to uni­
versities, so they’ll be available to every­
one,” Howard said. “Ole Miss has done 
much to make us feel at home. We feel 
lucky to be here.”

Dean Julia Rholes said, “The Lenhoffs 
are the epitome of what good neigh­
bors should be. By donating valuable 
rare titles, they are enriching the library 
for future users. They are setting an ex­
ample we hope others will follow. A 
library cannot have enough supporters 
like them.”

Typical of the kinds of books the Len­
hoffs have collected is a recent dona­
tion to the library that includes a rare, 
magnificent six-volume set of James 
Bruce’s Travels to Discover the Source of 

the Nile: in the Years 1768, 1769, 1770, 
1772 and 1773, which was published 
in 1790-91 in Dublin.

It seems to be in the couple’s nature 
to make unusual choices.

“Almost everything 
that we do—whether 
scholarly study, dona­
tions, charitable work, 
writing—is in areas 
that have yet to cap­
ture mainstream inter­
est,” Howard said.

As for charitable ef­
forts, his volunteer 
work has reached from 
Oxford to Quitman 
County. Almost single­
handedly, the Lenhoffs 
are providing every 
impoverished school­
age child in Quitman 
and three adjoining

Delta counties with clothing, books and 
backpacks to help ensure they are able 
to attend school.

Even Howard’s chosen areas of study 
and research were on subjects less stud­
ied. After receiving his degree in bio­
chemistry from Johns Hopkins Univer­
sity, he spent his professional career 
researching a variety of fields including 
the transfer of electrons, marine biology, 
the simple fresh-water hydra, medical 
technology, the history of science and 
music cognition.

Howard and Sylvia Lenhoff have been donating rare and valuable books to the J.D. Williams Library since they relocated to Oxford from California.

K
evin B

ain

He has published more than 200 sci­
entific papers and 13 books. Sylvia, 
meanwhile, has co-written a dozen of 
those papers and translated one of those 
books. They have donated copies of 
their own books to the library, including 
The Strangest Song: One Father’s Quest 
to Help His Daughter Find Her Voice 
(Prometheus Books, 2006), the story of 
their daughter, Gloria, whose unusual 
musical gifts are related to her having 
Williams syndrome, a rare genetic con­
dition. With her parents’ special guid­
ance, Gloria lives a happy and produc­
tive life focused on music.

The Lenhoffs have also become 
hooked on Barry Hannah, UM’s writer- 
in-residence. They funded a creative 
writing scholarship in honor of Hannah 
and his wife, and they own and cher­
ish first editions of Hannah’s books as 
well as a few rare items related to Han­
nah, such as his high-school yearbook, 
which will also eventually be donated.

Surveying the many books in their 
home, Howard pointed to a 1744 French 
classic that Sylvia translated into English. 
“There are only 60 copies of this volume 
left in the world,” he said. “That is why 
we’re giving our remaining copy to the 
library, where it will be cared for and 
will be available to research scholars. 
And, for us, we get more space in our 
home to buy more books.

Katie Hiatt is a senior journalism intern in 
the Office of Media and Public Relations.
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Ongoing Exhibits
Faulkner Room,J.D. Williams Library 
through August 2009
“Hail to the Chief! An Exhibit on 
Presidents and Mississippi in 
Presidential Elections”

Second Floor, J.D. Williams Library 
through fall 2009
“Literary Journals at Ole Miss:
Past and Present”

“Accounting Collection, J.D.
Williams Library”

Third floor, J.D. Williams Library
through fall 2009
“Blues Bass”
“Highlights from the Sheldon Harris 
Blues, Jazz and Black Music Culture 
Collection”

“African American Fife and Drum”
“Prison and Song”
“Zora Neale Hurston as Folklorist”
“The Blues in Poetry and Fiction”

Third floor, J.D. Williams Library 
through January 2010
“Walter Anderson and World
Literature”

Private support keeps libraries strong

M
ore books on 
the shelves. 
Leading jour­
nals and databases for 

faculty and research­
ers. Enhanced services 
for students. Rich and 
wonderful new addi­

tions to the Department of Archives 
and Special Collections. New group 
study rooms and an increased number 
of computer stations. These are the 
fruits of your support of the University 
Libraries.

Private support is making the differ­
ence at our university, and nowhere is 
that more evident than in the librar­
ies. When economies slow and bud­

gets are cut, the institutions that fare 
the best are those that can count on 
dependable bases of private support. 
The University of Mississippi Libraries 
are strong because you are committed 
to strengthening them. Together we 
are working toward Chancellor Rob­
ert Khayat’s goal of making Ole Miss a 
great public university.

Your ongoing support makes it pos­
sible to accomplish this important edu­
cational mission, and we thank you for 
your generosity.

Sincerely,

Michael Upton
Associate Director of Development

The University of Mississippi J.D. Williams Library

UNIVERSITY
COMMUNICATIONS
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