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THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPITHE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

Graduate School

Newsletter Winter 2022
Season’s Greetings to the Alumni, Students, Colleagues,Season’s Greetings to the Alumni, Students, Colleagues,

and Friends of the Graduate School!and Friends of the Graduate School!

It is difficult to believe that we have reached the end ofIt is difficult to believe that we have reached the end of

2022. The year is one that brought many changes to the2022. The year is one that brought many changes to the

Graduate School. With great excitement, we share someGraduate School. With great excitement, we share some

of those changes in our Fall/Winter 2022 issue of theof those changes in our Fall/Winter 2022 issue of the

newsletter. First, however, I begin by sharing news thatnewsletter. First, however, I begin by sharing news that

you may have come to expect.you may have come to expect.

You will have the chance to read about our winners and other outstanding performances from theYou will have the chance to read about our winners and other outstanding performances from the

University of Mississippi’s 2022 Three Minute Thesis (3MT®) competition this fall. We were fortunate toUniversity of Mississippi’s 2022 Three Minute Thesis (3MT®) competition this fall. We were fortunate to

have four accomplished professionals from the Oxford area serve as our judges. I am pleased tohave four accomplished professionals from the Oxford area serve as our judges. I am pleased to

introduce you to the individuals who helped select this year’s winners.introduce you to the individuals who helped select this year’s winners.

Dr. Germain McConnell, a former Assistant Dean and a three-time graduate of the University with a
doctorate in K-12 Educational Leadership, recently returned to Oxford as the Chief of Staff on the Oxford

School District’s Superintendent’s Cabinet after leading the Mississippi School for Mathematics and
Science for several years.

Mr. Neil White, of Oxford, is known for his literary work and publishing. In particular, his memoir, In the

Sanctuary of Outcasts, was a New York Times bestseller and garnered critical acclaim. In addition to

running a small publishing company, White writes plays and essays and teaches memoir writing.

Dr. Erwin Dawkins, originally from Sardis, attended the University for his bachelor’s degree. After

graduating from dental school, Dawkins returned to Oxford and purchased a local practice, now known as
the Dawkins Family Dental Clinic. The clinic offers preventive dental care and treatments for members of

the community.

Ms. Angela Moore Atkins, originally from North Carolina, earned her master of Arts in Southern Studies at

the University. In addition to publications in major outlets such as ESPN, Atkins has taught journalism

https://olemiss.edu/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/
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courses and now serves as the Associate Director of Annual Giving and Digital Giving Officer for
University Development on campus.

The judges had a difficult task because we had a phenomenal group of finalists. We are grateful for theirThe judges had a difficult task because we had a phenomenal group of finalists. We are grateful for their

time and discernment in helping us select our time and discernment in helping us select our overall overall winner. In the new year, be on the lookout forwinner. In the new year, be on the lookout for

details about how you can join us in sending our winner to the 3MT® regional competition.details about how you can join us in sending our winner to the 3MT® regional competition.

Next, several stories introduce you to other exceptional students in the Graduate School. In this issue,Next, several stories introduce you to other exceptional students in the Graduate School. In this issue,

you will read about a student whose artistic work debuted in Las Vegas. You will also learn about ouryou will read about a student whose artistic work debuted in Las Vegas. You will also learn about our

graduate student-athletes who excel on and off the field/court. We provide an overview of the SECgraduate student-athletes who excel on and off the field/court. We provide an overview of the SEC

Emerging Scholars program and introduce this year’s scholars. You will also find stories about our fourEmerging Scholars program and introduce this year’s scholars. You will also find stories about our four

newest Southern Regional Education Board Doctoral and Dissertation Scholars and the 2022 recipientnewest Southern Regional Education Board Doctoral and Dissertation Scholars and the 2022 recipient

of our Advancing STEM scholarship (of our Advancing STEM scholarship (give to the Advancing STEM scholarship fundgive to the Advancing STEM scholarship fund at at

to to https://umfoundation.givingfuel.com/nowandever?https://umfoundation.givingfuel.com/nowandever?
selectFund=Graduate%20School%20Support%20FundselectFund=Graduate%20School%20Support%20Fund; select the “Advancing STEM Scholarship”).; select the “Advancing STEM Scholarship”).

Finally, learn about some of those changes in the Graduate House I mentioned earlier. Meet our newFinally, learn about some of those changes in the Graduate House I mentioned earlier. Meet our new

Assistant Dean of Professional Development and Communication, Dr. Sandra Spiroff, and our graduateAssistant Dean of Professional Development and Communication, Dr. Sandra Spiroff, and our graduate

assistants who help ensure the Graduate School runs smoothly while they complete their own degreeassistants who help ensure the Graduate School runs smoothly while they complete their own degree

requirements. Finally, the Graduate School is working to increase support for postdoctoral fellows on therequirements. Finally, the Graduate School is working to increase support for postdoctoral fellows on the

campus and we invite you to learn more about this endeavor, led by Dr. Spiroff this fall, to uplift andcampus and we invite you to learn more about this endeavor, led by Dr. Spiroff this fall, to uplift and

advance these individuals who are essential to the research mission at the University.advance these individuals who are essential to the research mission at the University.

Before I conclude, I will share one additional exciting change from this past year. Although not a story inBefore I conclude, I will share one additional exciting change from this past year. Although not a story in

this issue, one key accomplishment was the implementation of raises to the minimum stipends forthis issue, one key accomplishment was the implementation of raises to the minimum stipends for

graduate assistants across campus. Several years have passed since the last increase in the minimumgraduate assistants across campus. Several years have passed since the last increase in the minimum

stipend, and the commitment from the Chancellor and Provost to our graduate students ensured thatstipend, and the commitment from the Chancellor and Provost to our graduate students ensured that

this was a priority for the current academic year. We are grateful for their investment in and valuing ofthis was a priority for the current academic year. We are grateful for their investment in and valuing of

our graduate students. In addition, our Vice Chancellor for Administration and Finance, Steven Holley,our graduate students. In addition, our Vice Chancellor for Administration and Finance, Steven Holley,

and members of his staff provided essential support to bring the increase across our campus to fruition.and members of his staff provided essential support to bring the increase across our campus to fruition.

We look forward to building on this momentum as we continue to elevate graduate education at TheWe look forward to building on this momentum as we continue to elevate graduate education at The

University of Mississippi in 2023.University of Mississippi in 2023.

As we close, I invite you to connect with us (via email at As we close, I invite you to connect with us (via email at gschool@olemiss.edugschool@olemiss.edu or via our  or via our Grad NotesGrad Notes
formform) or to stop by and visit the Graduate House. We wish you a blessed holiday season with all the) or to stop by and visit the Graduate House. We wish you a blessed holiday season with all the

things that make this time of year special.things that make this time of year special.

Happy holidays and best wishes for 2023!Happy holidays and best wishes for 2023!

Annette S. Kluck, Ph.D.Annette S. Kluck, Ph.D.
Dean of the Graduate SchoolDean of the Graduate School

https://umfoundation.givingfuel.com/nowandever?selectFund=Graduate%20School%20Support%20Fund
https://umfoundation.givingfuel.com/nowandever?selectFund=Graduate%20School%20Support%20Fund
mailto:gschool@olemiss.edu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MMmpabsdMEa91dKLj2gKrqIIjWPobIhChSsCnWCsMx5UODlaOVVBWDJNSE9XVTM5MVI3UzdJWldXTS4u
mailto:askluck@olemiss.edu
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The 2022 UM 3MT Winner Kendall WontorThe 2022 UM 3MT Winner Kendall Wontor

And the winner is…Meet this Year’s Three Minute
Thesis winner and other top performers
By: Margaret SavoieBy: Margaret Savoie

Drum roll please… this year’s Three Minute Thesis (3MT®) overall winner is Kendall Wontor, a Drum roll please… this year’s Three Minute Thesis (3MT®) overall winner is Kendall Wontor, a doctoraldoctoral
chemistry studentchemistry student! Wontor’s research focuses on microplastics in oysters.! Wontor’s research focuses on microplastics in oysters.

Wontor spent most of her childhood in Texas but mostWontor spent most of her childhood in Texas but most

recently lived in Hawaii before relocating torecently lived in Hawaii before relocating to

Mississippi. Her time in Hawaii sparked her interest inMississippi. Her time in Hawaii sparked her interest in

microplastics.microplastics.

“I loved going to the beach,” said Wontor. “As a“I loved going to the beach,” said Wontor. “As a

chemist, seeing all the plastics wash up on the shorechemist, seeing all the plastics wash up on the shore

made me curious about the breakdown pathway ofmade me curious about the breakdown pathway of

plastics and the characteristics of microplastics in theplastics and the characteristics of microplastics in the

environment.”environment.”

“Microplastics are a diverse suite of contaminants“Microplastics are a diverse suite of contaminants

with different polymers, additives, sizes, and morphologies. Microplastics can also attract otherwith different polymers, additives, sizes, and morphologies. Microplastics can also attract other

pollutants, such as heavy metals, potentially introducing them into the food chain as the plastic is caughtpollutants, such as heavy metals, potentially introducing them into the food chain as the plastic is caught

on gills or mistaken for prey,” explained Wontor’s advisor, Dr. James V. Cizdziel, professor of chemistryon gills or mistaken for prey,” explained Wontor’s advisor, Dr. James V. Cizdziel, professor of chemistry

and biochemistry and coordinator of forensic chemistry.and biochemistry and coordinator of forensic chemistry.

Specifically, Wontor’s research uses analytical chemistry to answer questions about microplastics in theSpecifically, Wontor’s research uses analytical chemistry to answer questions about microplastics in the

environment. Wontor has multiple current research projects in both Mississippi Gulf Coast oysters andenvironment. Wontor has multiple current research projects in both Mississippi Gulf Coast oysters and

the Mississippi River system. Some of the questions include: (1) how many microplastics are present,the Mississippi River system. Some of the questions include: (1) how many microplastics are present,

(2) what type of plastics are they made of, (3) what size and shape are they, and (4) can we find a(2) what type of plastics are they made of, (3) what size and shape are they, and (4) can we find a

potential source of some of these microplastics. Answers to these questions play an essential role inpotential source of some of these microplastics. Answers to these questions play an essential role in

understanding the risk microplastics pose to both humans and the environment, as well as the ability tounderstanding the risk microplastics pose to both humans and the environment, as well as the ability to

target clean-up efforts.target clean-up efforts.

https://olemiss.edu/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/
https://chemistry.olemiss.edu/graduate-program/
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Emily Gravelee, 2022 People’s Choice WinnerEmily Gravelee, 2022 People’s Choice Winner

“Microplastics are abundant in the Mississippi River and Mississippi Sound. Oysters are exposed to“Microplastics are abundant in the Mississippi River and Mississippi Sound. Oysters are exposed to

these small plastic particles. This is a concern because oysters are filter-feeders and the microplasticsthese small plastic particles. This is a concern because oysters are filter-feeders and the microplastics

may interfere with oyster biology. Oysters are a foundational species in the Gulf and an economicmay interfere with oyster biology. Oysters are a foundational species in the Gulf and an economic

resource to the region,” explained Cizdziel.resource to the region,” explained Cizdziel.

“I would love to be able to continue my research on microplastics as a professor at the university level,”“I would love to be able to continue my research on microplastics as a professor at the university level,”

said Wontor. Such a position would not only allow her to continue learning and discovering but wouldsaid Wontor. Such a position would not only allow her to continue learning and discovering but would

also allow her to share her knowledge with the next generation of scientists.also allow her to share her knowledge with the next generation of scientists.

Wontor is no stranger to presenting her research. She presented “Microplastics in Oysters from theWontor is no stranger to presenting her research. She presented “Microplastics in Oysters from the

Mississippi Sound” at the National Environmental Monitoring Conference in a special session onMississippi Sound” at the National Environmental Monitoring Conference in a special session on

“Analyzing Microplastics in the Environment: Striving to Better Assess Occurrence, Fate and Effects.”“Analyzing Microplastics in the Environment: Striving to Better Assess Occurrence, Fate and Effects.”

She will represent UM this year at the regional competition in Tampa in March 2023.She will represent UM this year at the regional competition in Tampa in March 2023.

The Graduate School is happy to also announce our 3MT® winners for specific categories. They are asThe Graduate School is happy to also announce our 3MT® winners for specific categories. They are as

follows:follows:

People’s Choice

This year’s People Choice Award Winner is Emily Gravlee, aThis year’s People Choice Award Winner is Emily Gravlee, a

pharmaceutical administrationpharmaceutical administration doctoral student from doctoral student from

Prattville, Alabama.Prattville, Alabama.

Gravlee’s research centers on Naloxone, a medication thatGravlee’s research centers on Naloxone, a medication that

can reverse an opioid overdose, which was made availablecan reverse an opioid overdose, which was made available

without a prescription at Mississippi pharmacies using a statewithout a prescription at Mississippi pharmacies using a state

standing order. However, just because Naloxone is lawfullystanding order. However, just because Naloxone is lawfully

available does not mean that patients necessarily haveavailable does not mean that patients necessarily have

access to it. Local pharmacies may not stock the medicationaccess to it. Local pharmacies may not stock the medication

or may not be willing to dispense Naloxone under thisor may not be willing to dispense Naloxone under this

standing order. Gravlee examined the effectiveness ofstanding order. Gravlee examined the effectiveness of

Mississippi’s state standing order for Naloxone by conducting a secret shopper survey of NaloxoneMississippi’s state standing order for Naloxone by conducting a secret shopper survey of Naloxone

availability across all Mississippi community pharmacies. The team found that around 37% of allavailability across all Mississippi community pharmacies. The team found that around 37% of all

Mississippi pharmacies had Naloxone available under state standing order and that almost 1/5 of allMississippi pharmacies had Naloxone available under state standing order and that almost 1/5 of all

Mississippi counties lacked a pharmacy where patients could get Naloxone. This research providesMississippi counties lacked a pharmacy where patients could get Naloxone. This research provides

evidence that further work is needed to implement the Naloxone standing order in Mississippi effectively.evidence that further work is needed to implement the Naloxone standing order in Mississippi effectively.

“In the future, I hope to continue to serve my community as an advocate for improved healthcare policy,“In the future, I hope to continue to serve my community as an advocate for improved healthcare policy,

implementation, and practice,” said Gravlee.implementation, and practice,” said Gravlee.

Tied for First Place Doctoral

https://pharmacy.olemiss.edu/phad/graduate-education/phd-program/
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Baharul Islam, Tied for first place DoctoralBaharul Islam, Tied for first place Doctoral

Maisha Sadia, tied for first place doctoralMaisha Sadia, tied for first place doctoral

Sumeet Kulkarni, first place mastersSumeet Kulkarni, first place masters

Two students, both from Bangladesh, tied for firstTwo students, both from Bangladesh, tied for first

place in the Doctoral category of this year’splace in the Doctoral category of this year’s

competition. They were Baharul Islam, a doctoralcompetition. They were Baharul Islam, a doctoral

candidate in candidate in pharmaceutical sciences emphasizingpharmaceutical sciences emphasizing
medicinal chemistry,medicinal chemistry, and Maisha Sadia, a doctoral and Maisha Sadia, a doctoral

candidate in candidate in electrical engineering.electrical engineering.

Islam presented his research on the discovery of aIslam presented his research on the discovery of a

new class of painkillers. Due to the growing severitynew class of painkillers. Due to the growing severity

of the opioid epidemic, Islam’s research seeks toof the opioid epidemic, Islam’s research seeks to

discover new therapeutics for pain managementdiscover new therapeutics for pain management

without the addiction liability.without the addiction liability.

Sadia hasSadia has

utilizedutilized

chaos theory, which focuses study on unique andchaos theory, which focuses study on unique and

unpredictable behavior in systems, to design circuits that areunpredictable behavior in systems, to design circuits that are

secure and can protect hardware from hackers. Each circuitsecure and can protect hardware from hackers. Each circuit

can perform all the basic logic operations without causing anycan perform all the basic logic operations without causing any

variation in the power consumption or speed of the device’svariation in the power consumption or speed of the device’s

cooling fan.cooling fan.

“The future is unpredictable, just like chaos, and I’d like to stick“The future is unpredictable, just like chaos, and I’d like to stick

with it to design even smaller circuits that take up less area butwith it to design even smaller circuits that take up less area but

[are] able to perform more operations,” said Sadia. “It would[are] able to perform more operations,” said Sadia. “It would

be my dream to see my design fabricated into a chipbe my dream to see my design fabricated into a chip

someday.”someday.”

First Place Master’s

Sumeet Kulkarni, Sumeet Kulkarni, secondary educationsecondary education master’s master’s

student from Pune, India, won first place in thestudent from Pune, India, won first place in the

Master’s division of this year’s 3MT® competition.Master’s division of this year’s 3MT® competition.

Kulkarni’s presentation explored the question of theKulkarni’s presentation explored the question of the

best way for experts to communicate informationbest way for experts to communicate information

about their field with the lay audience. His messageabout their field with the lay audience. His message

was that communication which assumes that thewas that communication which assumes that the

general public has a deficit of knowledge–that thegeneral public has a deficit of knowledge–that the

https://pharmacy.olemiss.edu/biomolecularsciences/divisions/medicinal_chemistry/
https://ece.olemiss.edu/acad-graduate-programs/
https://education.olemiss.edu/academics/programs/secondary_ed_med.html
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Mitchell Roberts, tied for second place mastersMitchell Roberts, tied for second place masters

sole role of the expert is to fill in this gap–limits public engagement.sole role of the expert is to fill in this gap–limits public engagement.

According to Kulkarni, “The correct way to communicate science is to shun discourse and encourageAccording to Kulkarni, “The correct way to communicate science is to shun discourse and encourage

dialogue that lends the audience a voice as well and encourages an exchange of ideas.”dialogue that lends the audience a voice as well and encourages an exchange of ideas.”

“I feel very excited and honored to win this competition [category] among a very talented field of“I feel very excited and honored to win this competition [category] among a very talented field of

finalists,” said Kulkarni.finalists,” said Kulkarni.

Tied for Second Place Master’s

Mitchell Roberts, Mitchell Roberts, a philosophy master’s studenta philosophy master’s student from from

Florida, and Preethi Lakkala, a Florida, and Preethi Lakkala, a masters student inmasters student in
pharmaceuticspharmaceutics from India tied for second place in the from India tied for second place in the

Master’s category in this year’s 3MT®.Master’s category in this year’s 3MT®.

Roberts presented his research, which is concerned withRoberts presented his research, which is concerned with

the philosophical question of how one can know whetherthe philosophical question of how one can know whether

technology can embody moral values independent of itstechnology can embody moral values independent of its

use. For example, how do we know whether guns areuse. For example, how do we know whether guns are

“bad” or medicine is “good.” Roberts argues that to“bad” or medicine is “good.” Roberts argues that to

answer this question accurately, one should attend toanswer this question accurately, one should attend to

how technology is normally used, but also attend to howhow technology is normally used, but also attend to how

it is abnormally used.it is abnormally used.

“I am interested in getting my Ph.D. beyond this and“I am interested in getting my Ph.D. beyond this and

furthering my research on the philosophy of technology,” said Roberts, “I’m really interested in workingfurthering my research on the philosophy of technology,” said Roberts, “I’m really interested in working

with students and getting other people excited about questions they didn’t even know they had aboutwith students and getting other people excited about questions they didn’t even know they had about

the world.”the world.”

Lakkala’s research is on developing a hollow vaginal device usingLakkala’s research is on developing a hollow vaginal device using

stereolithography 3D printing technology for treating recurrentstereolithography 3D printing technology for treating recurrent

vulvovaginal candidiasis. The goal of the research is to create a drug-vulvovaginal candidiasis. The goal of the research is to create a drug-

delivering device to deliver the drug to vaginal tissue for several days,delivering device to deliver the drug to vaginal tissue for several days,

avoiding the need for multiple drug administrations and reducingavoiding the need for multiple drug administrations and reducing

adverse effects associated with the drugs.adverse effects associated with the drugs.

“My passion for creating innovative drug delivery systems to address“My passion for creating innovative drug delivery systems to address

the drawback associated with conventional drugs is what first sparkedthe drawback associated with conventional drugs is what first sparked

my interest,” said Lakkala.my interest,” said Lakkala.

In the future she hopes to be a formalization development scientistIn the future she hopes to be a formalization development scientist

after the completion of a doctoral degree.after the completion of a doctoral degree.

https://philosophy.olemiss.edu/graduate-program-in-philosophy/
https://pharmacy.olemiss.edu/pharmaceutics/masters-programs/
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Preethi Lakkala, tied for second placePreethi Lakkala, tied for second place
mastersmastersTThhee  GGrraadduuaattee  SScchhooool l isis  pprroouudd  ooff  aall ll tthhee  33MMTT®®  ppaarrtticicipipaannttss  inin  bbootthh  tthhee 

pprreelimlimininaarryy  aanndd  ffininaal l rroouunnddss..  TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  eevveerryyoonnee  wwhhoo  hhaass 

ssuuppppoorrtteedd  tthheessee  ssttuuddeennttss  inin  tthheeirir  eennddeeaavvoorrss..

https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/newsletter-winter-2022/2022-advancing-stem-scholarship-recipient/
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Timur AkishevTimur Akishev

Modern languages, health and kinesiology, and
English…oh my! 
By: Margaret SavoieBy: Margaret Savoie

The 3 Minute Thesis (3MT®) competition provides an opportunity for our research-driven graduateThe 3 Minute Thesis (3MT®) competition provides an opportunity for our research-driven graduate

students to present their work to an educated audience outside their own discipline. This past semester,students to present their work to an educated audience outside their own discipline. This past semester,

70 students presented their research in the first round of The University of Mississippi’s 3MT®70 students presented their research in the first round of The University of Mississippi’s 3MT®

competition. Of these 70 students, 26 advanced to the final round. Among these finalists were threecompetition. Of these 70 students, 26 advanced to the final round. Among these finalists were three

doctoral students: Timur Akishev from the department of modern languages; Daphney Stanford from thedoctoral students: Timur Akishev from the department of modern languages; Daphney Stanford from the

department of health, exercise science, and recreation management; and Sarah Margaret Pittman fromdepartment of health, exercise science, and recreation management; and Sarah Margaret Pittman from

the department of English. Their presentations provided audience members insight into the fascinatingthe department of English. Their presentations provided audience members insight into the fascinating

research conducted by graduate students at the institution.research conducted by graduate students at the institution.

Akishev, originally from Kazakhstan, studied EnglishAkishev, originally from Kazakhstan, studied English

to become an instructor of English and linguistics into become an instructor of English and linguistics in

Kazakhstan. He later came to The University ofKazakhstan. He later came to The University of

Mississippi in 2018 to help further develop hisMississippi in 2018 to help further develop his

professional skills.professional skills.

For his 3MT presentation, Akishev presented onFor his 3MT presentation, Akishev presented on

borrowing words from English for use in Russian andborrowing words from English for use in Russian and

Kazakh. His work investigates the specificities ofKazakh. His work investigates the specificities of

language contact between these three languageslanguage contact between these three languages

commonly spoken in his native home of Northcommonly spoken in his native home of North

Kazakhstan.Kazakhstan.

“Linguistics is a fascinating research field,” explained“Linguistics is a fascinating research field,” explained

Akishev. “You can learn about languages, their historyAkishev. “You can learn about languages, their history

and structure, and so many other things.”and structure, and so many other things.”

Akishev’s personal experience back home in Kazakhstan and the ongoing changes in the linguisticAkishev’s personal experience back home in Kazakhstan and the ongoing changes in the linguistic

situation sparked this interest.situation sparked this interest.

https://olemiss.edu/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/
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Daphney StanfordDaphney Stanford

Daphney Stanford, who is pursuing a doctoral degree in health andDaphney Stanford, who is pursuing a doctoral degree in health and

kinesiology, also presented innovative work with real worldkinesiology, also presented innovative work with real world

applications.applications.

Stanford, originally from Colleyville, TX, received her undergraduateStanford, originally from Colleyville, TX, received her undergraduate

degree in biological sciences at the University of Southerndegree in biological sciences at the University of Southern

Mississippi while running Mississippi while running cross country/trackcross country/track. She then decided to. She then decided to

stay in the state and continue her studies to pursue a master’sstay in the state and continue her studies to pursue a master’s

degree in exercise science at The University of Mississippi. Whiledegree in exercise science at The University of Mississippi. While

pursuing her master’s, Stanford completed a thesis about thepursuing her master’s, Stanford completed a thesis about the

cardiovascular and muscular response to blood flow restrictioncardiovascular and muscular response to blood flow restriction

exercise under Dr. Matthew Jessee. After that, Stanford opted toexercise under Dr. Matthew Jessee. After that, Stanford opted to

continue her studies further, leading her to enroll in the doctoralcontinue her studies further, leading her to enroll in the doctoral

program.program.

“My research involves the application of blood flow restriction, which is where you put a cuff that is“My research involves the application of blood flow restriction, which is where you put a cuff that is

similar to a blood pressure cuff on the upper part of the limb and inflate it until blood flow is reduced,”similar to a blood pressure cuff on the upper part of the limb and inflate it until blood flow is reduced,”

said Stanford. The idea behind this research is that restricting blood flow might reduce recovery timesaid Stanford. The idea behind this research is that restricting blood flow might reduce recovery time

after an injury.after an injury.

She continued, “In the Applied Human Health and Physical Function lab we have looked at theShe continued, “In the Applied Human Health and Physical Function lab we have looked at the

variability of the change in blood flow and compared the cardiovascular and exercise response tovariability of the change in blood flow and compared the cardiovascular and exercise response to

different blood flow restriction devices and for my dissertation we are investigating whether inflating anddifferent blood flow restriction devices and for my dissertation we are investigating whether inflating and

deflating a cuff on the upper arm impacts the circulatory system.”deflating a cuff on the upper arm impacts the circulatory system.”

If Stanford’s research uncovers changes in the circulatory system caused by such practices, herIf Stanford’s research uncovers changes in the circulatory system caused by such practices, her

findings will provide valuable information to physical therapists considering the use of blood flowfindings will provide valuable information to physical therapists considering the use of blood flow

restriction to treat injuries.restriction to treat injuries.

Sarah Margaret Pittman’s performance merged seemingly distinctSarah Margaret Pittman’s performance merged seemingly distinct

fields into an engaging way to understand literature. Pittman isfields into an engaging way to understand literature. Pittman is

enrolled in the combined M.A. and Ph.D. program in English.enrolled in the combined M.A. and Ph.D. program in English.

Pittman who is originally from Coppell, TX, is a former honorsPittman who is originally from Coppell, TX, is a former honors

business student at the University of Arkansas with a financebusiness student at the University of Arkansas with a finance

major and double minors in economics and English. Before joiningmajor and double minors in economics and English. Before joining

The University of Mississippi, she studied abroad at the LondonThe University of Mississippi, she studied abroad at the London

School of Economics.School of Economics.

“My dissertation project ‘Capitalism’s Vampiric Kiss: Bankruptcy,“My dissertation project ‘Capitalism’s Vampiric Kiss: Bankruptcy,

Competition, and Extraction in Victorian Literature’ uses realist andCompetition, and Extraction in Victorian Literature’ uses realist and

Gothic works of Victorian literature in conjunction with economicGothic works of Victorian literature in conjunction with economic
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Sarah Margaret PittmanSarah Margaret Pittman and scientific theories of the nineteenth century to betterand scientific theories of the nineteenth century to better

uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhee  rreelalattioionnsshhipip  bbeettwweeeenn  ffininaanncciaial l bbaannkkrruuppttccyy  aanndd  tthhee  eexxhhaauussttioionn  ooff  eennvviriroonnmmeennttaall 

rreessoouurrcceess,,””  eexxpplalainineedd  PPititttmmaann..

SShhee  ccoonnttininuueedd,,  ““TThhisis  pprroojejecctt  aarrgguueess  tthhaatt  mmidid--  aanndd  lalattee--VVicicttoorriaiann  litliteerraattuurree  nnoott  oonnlyly  ppooininttss  oouutt  hhooww 

hhuummaannss  aarree  eennttaannggleledd  wwitithh  aanndd  ddeeppeennddeenntt  oonn  tthhee  eennvviriroonnmmeenntt  bbuutt  aalslsoo  wwaarrnnss  ooff  tthhee  ccoonnsseeqquueenncceess  ooff 

ddeepplelettiningg  ffininititee  rreessoouurrcceess  ssuucchh  aass  ffoossssil il ffuueelsls  aanndd  mmoonneeyy..””

PPrrioiorr  ttoo  hheerr  ddooccttoorraal l ssttuuddieiess,,  PPititttmmaann  wwoorrkkeedd  aass  aa  ccoorrppoorraattee  ddeebbtt  rreessttrricicttiningg  aannaalylysstt  inin  TTeexxaass..  MMaannyy  ooff 

hheerr  cclieliennttss  wweerree  inin  tthhee  ooil il aanndd  ggaass  inindduussttrryy  aanndd  hheerr  lalasstt  mmaajojorr  cclielienntt  mmaaddee  pprreessssuurree  ppuummppss  ffoorr  ooilil 

eexxttrraaccttioionn..  PPititttmmaann  kknneeww  sshhee  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  wwrrititee  aabboouutt  bbaannkkrruuppttccyy  aanndd  GGootthhicic  litliteerraattuurree  bbuutt  oonnlyly  ccoonnssidideerreedd 

ddeeppicicttioionnss  ooff  eexxttrraaccttioionn  inin  litliteerraattuurree  oonnccee  sshhee  ttooookk  aa  sseemmininaarr  oonn  VVicicttoorriaiann  eennvviriroonnmmeennttaalislisttss..

TThheessee  tthhrreeee  33MMTT®®  pprreesseennttaattioionnss  pprroovvididee  jujusstt  aa  gglimlimppssee  ininttoo  tthhee  rraannggee  ooff  aaccaaddeemmicic  wwoorrkk  aanndd  rreesseeaarrcchh 

ssttuuddieiess  ppuurrssuueedd  bbyy  oouurr  ssttuuddeennttss  inin  ddififffeerreenntt  ggrraadduuaattee  pprrooggrraammss..  TThhee  GGrraadduuaattee  SScchhooool l isis  pprroouudd  ttoo 

sshhoowwccaassee  tthheessee  ssttuuddeennttss  aanndd  tthheeirir  eedduuccaattioionnaal l eennddeeaavvoorrss  aanndd  loloookkss  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  sseeeeiningg  wwhhaatt  tthhee  ffuuttuurree 

hhooldldss  ffoorr  tthheemm  aanndd  aall ll oouurr  ssttuuddeennttss..

https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/newsletter-winter-2022/2022-advancing-stem-scholarship-recipient/
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Emily ClementsEmily Clements

Lights, Camera, Action on the Las Vegas Opera Stage!
By: Margaret SavoieBy: Margaret Savoie

This fall, Las Vegas enjoyed a taste of the creative talent within The University of Mississippi’s This fall, Las Vegas enjoyed a taste of the creative talent within The University of Mississippi’s MasterMaster
of Music (M.M.)of Music (M.M.) program, and what it has to offer.  program, and what it has to offer. Letters to LilyLetters to Lily, written by M.M. student, Emily, written by M.M. student, Emily

Clements, hit the Opera Las Vegas stage from September 30Clements, hit the Opera Las Vegas stage from September 30  through October 2 through October 2 , 2022., 2022.

Letters to LilyLetters to Lily is an Opera Las Vegas production, solely produced by women. Opera Las Vegas selected is an Opera Las Vegas production, solely produced by women. Opera Las Vegas selected

Letters to LilyLetters to Lily for the Women Composers Festival season to celebrate women’s power and shine a light for the Women Composers Festival season to celebrate women’s power and shine a light

on LGBTQ themes.on LGBTQ themes.

“This LGBTQ coming-of-age story is dramatically crafted to be bookended by a flashback and then a“This LGBTQ coming-of-age story is dramatically crafted to be bookended by a flashback and then a

real-time recollection of the watershed Stonewall riots. Lily has a secret from her narrow-mindedreal-time recollection of the watershed Stonewall riots. Lily has a secret from her narrow-minded

parents, one that explodes musically into expressive song,” said the Opera Las Vegas.parents, one that explodes musically into expressive song,” said the Opera Las Vegas.

Clements’s love for music began during her youth,Clements’s love for music began during her youth,

growing up with a father who worked as a composergrowing up with a father who worked as a composer

and pianist. Much of her inspiration is from Broadwayand pianist. Much of her inspiration is from Broadway

shows, operas, and the storytelling of music throughshows, operas, and the storytelling of music through

theater. Before finding her passion for voice andtheater. Before finding her passion for voice and

opera, Clements was a violinist for eight years. Prior toopera, Clements was a violinist for eight years. Prior to

attending The University of Mississippi, Clementsattending The University of Mississippi, Clements

began her academic career at the University ofbegan her academic career at the University of

Nevada Las Vegas (UNLV) with Bachelor of Music inNevada Las Vegas (UNLV) with Bachelor of Music in

Vocal Performance and Intensive CompositionalVocal Performance and Intensive Compositional

Studies.Studies.

“Emily is a hard-working musician who is clearly“Emily is a hard-working musician who is clearly

passionate about her art,” said Dr. Joseph Milton,passionate about her art,” said Dr. Joseph Milton,

associate professor of music, “She is a joy to teach, and I am so glad that she decided to pursue aassociate professor of music, “She is a joy to teach, and I am so glad that she decided to pursue a

graduate study at The University of Mississippi.”graduate study at The University of Mississippi.”

thth ndnd

https://olemiss.edu/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/
https://music.olemiss.edu/programs-of-study/
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Dr. Joseph Milton, Associate Professor of MusicDr. Joseph Milton, Associate Professor of Music

Letters to LilyLetters to Lily was a slow progression over four years. After Clements attended her first young artist was a slow progression over four years. After Clements attended her first young artist

program, she left inspired by the singers, new music, and shows. During that same time, one of herprogram, she left inspired by the singers, new music, and shows. During that same time, one of her

mentors, Dr. Linda Lister, saw the world premiere of her own opera mentors, Dr. Linda Lister, saw the world premiere of her own opera State of GraceState of Grace. Witnessing this. Witnessing this

event was impactful for Clements because she saw how Lister shaped her story through music.event was impactful for Clements because she saw how Lister shaped her story through music.

Clements says this was a turning point for her.Clements says this was a turning point for her.

“I wanted a show that everyone can relate to, [both] opera people to non-opera people,” said Clements,“I wanted a show that everyone can relate to, [both] opera people to non-opera people,” said Clements,

“the idea of having two leading ladies was important as well, and I wanted to celebrate Lily and Sam’s“the idea of having two leading ladies was important as well, and I wanted to celebrate Lily and Sam’s

love story as well as bring awareness to the 1969 Stonewall Riots/LGBTQ movement and today’s sociallove story as well as bring awareness to the 1969 Stonewall Riots/LGBTQ movement and today’s social

justice issues.”justice issues.”

After a discussion of preliminary ideas with Lister, Clements had the opportunity to workshop a fewAfter a discussion of preliminary ideas with Lister, Clements had the opportunity to workshop a few

scenes of her music in the Opera Scenes show. The following year, Clements was accepted to thescenes of her music in the Opera Scenes show. The following year, Clements was accepted to the

composition program to take private lessons with Dr. Jennifer Bellor. The two worked together for twocomposition program to take private lessons with Dr. Jennifer Bellor. The two worked together for two

years, and Bellow mentored Clements through writing the entire opera. Clements took the chance andyears, and Bellow mentored Clements through writing the entire opera. Clements took the chance and

proposed the opera to the Las Vegas companies. As the production started casting, Bellor and Listerproposed the opera to the Las Vegas companies. As the production started casting, Bellor and Lister

were asked to produce it.were asked to produce it.

“It was full circle for me to not only be taught by these amazing mentors but to have them bring my story“It was full circle for me to not only be taught by these amazing mentors but to have them bring my story

to life on stage and through the music with Opera Las Vegas,” said Clements.to life on stage and through the music with Opera Las Vegas,” said Clements.

The University does not have a degree track in musicThe University does not have a degree track in music

composition, and students are not required to have their workcomposition, and students are not required to have their work

performed. Milton said that this is both exciting and rare to haveperformed. Milton said that this is both exciting and rare to have

a student’s original work featured in the realm of a publica student’s original work featured in the realm of a public

performance.performance.

“I continue to hope and work to pull more advanced singers, like“I continue to hope and work to pull more advanced singers, like

Emily, into our masters of music/performance program, so thatEmily, into our masters of music/performance program, so that

the level of artistry continues to rise within the department ofthe level of artistry continues to rise within the department of

music,” said Milton.music,” said Milton.

This professional engagement from student musicians in theThis professional engagement from student musicians in the

program reflects highly on the music program, and suchprogram reflects highly on the music program, and such

engagement shows evidence of tangible success andengagement shows evidence of tangible success and

productivity in the incredibly competitive realm of classical music.productivity in the incredibly competitive realm of classical music.

Clements’s resume does not stop with Clements’s resume does not stop with Letters to LilyLetters to Lily. She was Cupid in . She was Cupid in Orpheus in the UnderworldOrpheus in the Underworld,,

Second Lady in Second Lady in Dido and AeneasDido and Aeneas, and Constance (cover) in , and Constance (cover) in Dialogues of the Carmelites Dialogues of the Carmelites at UNLV.at UNLV.

Clements also performed in Clements also performed in Pirates of Penzance Pirates of Penzance with Vegas City Opera and Summer Super Theatre.with Vegas City Opera and Summer Super Theatre.

Before that, Clements originated the role of Felicity in Lister’s world premiere of Before that, Clements originated the role of Felicity in Lister’s world premiere of State of Grace State of Grace in the fallin the fall

of 2018, and she performed in Cynthia Wong’s workshop premiere of of 2018, and she performed in Cynthia Wong’s workshop premiere of No GuaranteesNo Guarantees. Additionally,. Additionally,
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CClelemmeennttss  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  aatt  tthhee  NNaattioionnaal l OOppeerraa  AAssssoocciaiattioionn  ccoonnffeerreennccee  inin  SSaaltlt  LLaakkee  CCitityy  ffoorr  SSttaattee  ooff  GGrraaccee,, 

pplalayyeedd  EElizlizaabbeetthh  TTaabboorr  inin  TThhee  BBaallalladd  ooff  BBaabbyy  DDooee,,  aanndd  wwaass  inin  tthhee  cchhoorruuss  inin  LLititttlele  WWoommeenn  aatt  HHaarrrroowweerr’’ss 

YYoouunngg  AArrttisistt  PPrrooggrraamm  inin  AAttlalannttaa,,  GGeeoorrggiaia..

https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/newsletter-winter-2022/2022-advancing-stem-scholarship-recipient/
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Dr. Bob Baker, Senior Associate AthleticDr. Bob Baker, Senior Associate Athletic
Director for Student Athlete Development.Director for Student Athlete Development.

Excelling on and off  the field/court: 19 Graduate and
Professional Student Athletes
By: Margaret SavoieBy: Margaret Savoie

The University of Mississippi is home to 16 sports teams, 417The University of Mississippi is home to 16 sports teams, 417

student athletes, and 19 graduate and professional studentstudent athletes, and 19 graduate and professional student

athletes enrolled in 13 different graduate and professionalathletes enrolled in 13 different graduate and professional

programs. In addition to the typical student athlete responsibilitiesprograms. In addition to the typical student athlete responsibilities

such as training and game day schedules, these graduate studentsuch as training and game day schedules, these graduate student

athletes have scholastic responsibilities at the graduate educationathletes have scholastic responsibilities at the graduate education

level. However, these fantastic athletes excel on the track, court,level. However, these fantastic athletes excel on the track, court,

or field and in the classroom.or field and in the classroom.

“A lot of our athletes are high profile. Look at Tim Elko; he could“A lot of our athletes are high profile. Look at Tim Elko; he could

have left but came back to pursue a master’s degree and is ahave left but came back to pursue a master’s degree and is a

prime example that you can be an elite student athlete and pursueprime example that you can be an elite student athlete and pursue

a graduate degree. Both are possible,” said Dr. Bob Baker, Seniora graduate degree. Both are possible,” said Dr. Bob Baker, Senior

Associate Athletic Director for Student Athlete Development.Associate Athletic Director for Student Athlete Development.

According to Baker, three main factors have contributed to the increase in the number of graduateAccording to Baker, three main factors have contributed to the increase in the number of graduate

school athletes. The first is remaining eligibility; students could have taken a summer course and stillschool athletes. The first is remaining eligibility; students could have taken a summer course and still

have a year or more of eligibility to play, so they continue their education with a graduate degree. Thehave a year or more of eligibility to play, so they continue their education with a graduate degree. The

second factor is COVID-19. The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) granted everybodysecond factor is COVID-19. The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) granted everybody

another year of eligibility due to the shutdown caused by the pandemic. The third factor is the diversityanother year of eligibility due to the shutdown caused by the pandemic. The third factor is the diversity

of options within the graduate degree programs at The University of Mississippi.of options within the graduate degree programs at The University of Mississippi.

“There have been some online graduate programs developed and residential ones that are only a year,“There have been some online graduate programs developed and residential ones that are only a year,

so that is very attractive to a student athlete who has one year left of eligibility,” said Baker.so that is very attractive to a student athlete who has one year left of eligibility,” said Baker.

Ben Savino, a Ph.D. student in engineering science and a member of Ben Savino, a Ph.D. student in engineering science and a member of men’s track and field outdoormen’s track and field outdoor,,

echoed Baker’s sentiments. “I was intrigued by the combination of top tier athletics and top tierechoed Baker’s sentiments. “I was intrigued by the combination of top tier athletics and top tier

academics.” Savino continued, “after graduating here, I was presented a great opportunity to follow myacademics.” Savino continued, “after graduating here, I was presented a great opportunity to follow my

https://olemiss.edu/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/
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passions in school while continuing to represent the University through athletics…being able to advancepassions in school while continuing to represent the University through athletics…being able to advance

my career while doing what I love made me want to stay.”my career while doing what I love made me want to stay.”

For the student athletes it is important to stress that they need a plan for after their time on the field orFor the student athletes it is important to stress that they need a plan for after their time on the field or

court. Baker and his team of student athlete development professionals encourage these athletes tocourt. Baker and his team of student athlete development professionals encourage these athletes to

plan for the future and obtain degrees that will help them to be just as successful in the career world asplan for the future and obtain degrees that will help them to be just as successful in the career world as

they are in their sport.they are in their sport.

“I chose The University of Mississippi for my graduate career because they offered the exact program I“I chose The University of Mississippi for my graduate career because they offered the exact program I

wanted to pursue for my master’s degree,” said Marykate McGuire, a master’s student in higherwanted to pursue for my master’s degree,” said Marykate McGuire, a master’s student in higher

education and member of the education and member of the women’s soccerwomen’s soccer team. “There are not many higher education programs team. “There are not many higher education programs

with an emphasis in athletic administration in the country, so it was the correct program and the exactwith an emphasis in athletic administration in the country, so it was the correct program and the exact

time frame I needed to complete it.”time frame I needed to complete it.”

With a heavy workload for both school and their sport, graduate student athletes face challenges.With a heavy workload for both school and their sport, graduate student athletes face challenges.

However, they have a support system throughout the University. From advisors, professors, peers,However, they have a support system throughout the University. From advisors, professors, peers,

teammates, and coaches to the FedEx Student-Athlete Academic Support Center, people acrossteammates, and coaches to the FedEx Student-Athlete Academic Support Center, people across

campus want to see them succeed.campus want to see them succeed.

“It’s really hard to do what is the equivalent of having a full-time job with the 40-45 hours your sport“It’s really hard to do what is the equivalent of having a full-time job with the 40-45 hours your sport

demands out of you on top of a master’s or doctorate degree, but our graduate student athletes have alldemands out of you on top of a master’s or doctorate degree, but our graduate student athletes have all

the resources that our other student athletes have, from the structure, to study hall and support andthe resources that our other student athletes have, from the structure, to study hall and support and

mentoring if they need it,” said Baker.mentoring if they need it,” said Baker.

Oluwasheyi (Shey) Taiwo, a first-year integrated marketing communications master’s student andOluwasheyi (Shey) Taiwo, a first-year integrated marketing communications master’s student and

member of member of women’s track and field outdoorwomen’s track and field outdoor, shared important advice for student athletes considering a, shared important advice for student athletes considering a

graduate degree, “If you find something that you’re passionate about, and that lights a spark, don’tgraduate degree, “If you find something that you’re passionate about, and that lights a spark, don’t

hesitate to pursue it! Graduate school takes education to another level and knowledge is power.”hesitate to pursue it! Graduate school takes education to another level and knowledge is power.”

Amani Johnson, a master’s in accountancy and data analytics student and member of the Amani Johnson, a master’s in accountancy and data analytics student and member of the footballfootball team, team,

stressed the importance of education. “In this environment, education should come first and if you havestressed the importance of education. “In this environment, education should come first and if you have

the opportunity to further it, do it, because this will only help your future more.”the opportunity to further it, do it, because this will only help your future more.”

Below is a current list of  our graduate and professional student athletes:

Chijioke Akwuba, Chijioke Akwuba, Graduate Certificate in Intercollegiate Athletic AdministrationGraduate Certificate in Intercollegiate Athletic Administration, , Men’s BasketballMen’s Basketball

Robert Allen, Robert Allen, M.S. in Hospitality Management,M.S. in Hospitality Management,  Men’s BasketballMen’s Basketball

Anthony Camerieri, Anthony Camerieri, M.S. in Athletic TrainingM.S. in Athletic Training, , Men’s Track-OutdoorMen’s Track-Outdoor

Lucie Devier, Lucie Devier, M.S. in Sport and Recreation Administration,M.S. in Sport and Recreation Administration,  Women’s TennisWomen’s Tennis

Savannah Diederich, Savannah Diederich, M.A. in Higher Education/Student Personnel,M.A. in Higher Education/Student Personnel,  Women’s SoftballWomen’s Softball

https://sas.olemiss.edu/iaa/
https://catalog.olemiss.edu/applied-sciences/nutrition-hospitality-management/ms-hosp-mgmt
https://sas.olemiss.edu/msat/
https://hesrm.olemiss.edu/recreation-administration/msra/
https://education.olemiss.edu/academics/programs/higher_ed_ma.html
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BBaayylolorr  FFrraannkklinlin,,  MM..BB..AA..  iinn  BBuussiinneessss  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn,,  MMeenn’’ss  TTrraacckk--OOuuttddoooorr

EEllellenn  HHuummee,,  MM..SS..EE..SS  iinn  EExxeerrcciissee  SScciieennccee,,  WWoommeenn’’ss  GGoolflf

AAmmaanni i JJoohhnnssoonn,,  MM..AA..DD..AA..  iinn  iinn  AAccccoouunnttaannccyy  &&  DDaattaa  AAnnaallyyttiiccss,,  MMeenn’’ss  FFoooottbbaallll

SSimimoonn  JJuunnkk,,  MM..AA..DD..AA..  iinn  AAccccoouunnttaannccyy  &&  DDaattaa  AAnnaallyyttiiccss,,  MMeenn’’ss  TTeennnnisis

MMaakkeennnnaa  KKlielietthheerrmmeess,,  MM..AA  iinn  HHiigghheerr  EEdduuccaattiioonn//SSttuuddeenntt  PPeerrssoonnnneell,,  WWoommeenn’’ss  SSooffttbbaallll

JJoocceelylynn  LLoonngg,,  JJ..DD..,,  WWoommeenn’’ss  CCrroossss  CCoouunnttrryy//TTrraacckk--OOuuttddoooorr

CChhrrisisttoopphheerr  MMaaxxoonn,,  MM..SS..  iinn  SSppoorrtt  aanndd  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn,,  MMeenn’’ss  CCrroossss  ccoouunnttrryy//TTrraacckk--

OOuuttddoooorr

MMaarryykkaattee  MMccGGuuiriree,,  MM..AA..  iinn  HHiigghheerr  EEdduuccaattiioonn//SSttuuddeenntt  PPeerrssoonnnneell,,  WWoommeenn’’ss  SSoocccceerr

LLaauurraa  ddee  JJeessuuss  MMeennddeess  TTaabboorrddaa,,  MM..SS..  iinn  IInntteeggrraatteedd  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn,,  WWoommeenn’’ss  TTrraacckk--

OOuuttddoooorr

SSyyddnneeyy  MMicichhaalalakk,,  MM..SS..  iinn  FFoooodd  aanndd  NNuuttrriittiioonn  SSeerrvviicceess,,  WWoommeenn’’ss  SSoocccceerr

KKeeitithh  RRoobbininssoonn,,  MM..SS..  iinn  SSppoorrtt  aanndd  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn,,  MMeenn’’ss  TTrraacckk--OOuuttddoooorr

BBeenn  SSaavvininoo,,  PPhh..DD..  iinn  EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg  SScciieennccee,,  MMeenn’’ss  TTrraacckk--OOuuttddoooorr

OOluluwwaasshheeyyi i ((SShheeyy))  TTaaiwiwoo,,  MM..SS..  iinn  IInntteeggrraatteedd  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn,,  WWoommeenn’’ss  TTrraacckk--OOuuttddoooorr 

KKrrisistteel l vvaann  ddeenn  BBeerrgg,,  MM..SS..EE..SS  iinn  EExxeerrcciissee  SScciieennccee,,  WWoommeenn’’ss  CCrroossss  CCoouunnttrryy//TTrraacckk--OOuuttddoooorr

http://www.outreach.olemiss.edu/mba/
https://hesrm.olemiss.edu/exercise-science/graddegrees/mses/
https://accountancy.olemiss.edu/mada/
https://accountancy.olemiss.edu/mada/
https://education.olemiss.edu/academics/programs/higher_ed_ma.html
https://law.olemiss.edu/academics-programs/j-d-program/
https://hesrm.olemiss.edu/recreation-administration/msra/
https://education.olemiss.edu/academics/programs/higher_ed_ma.html
https://masterimc.olemiss.edu/
https://nhm.olemiss.edu/graduate-program/ms-food-and-nutrition/
https://hesrm.olemiss.edu/recreation-administration/msra/
https://engineering.olemiss.edu/acad-graduate-programs/
https://masterimc.olemiss.edu/
https://hesrm.olemiss.edu/exercise-science/graddegrees/mses/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/newsletter-winter-2022/2022-advancing-stem-scholarship-recipient/
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NEW SEC Emerging Scholars Program at UM
Graduate School
By: Margaret SavoieBy: Margaret Savoie

In 2021, the Southeastern Conference (SEC) schools created a new program to promote the success ofIn 2021, the Southeastern Conference (SEC) schools created a new program to promote the success of

current doctoral students and postdoctoral associates, with attention to those from historicallycurrent doctoral students and postdoctoral associates, with attention to those from historically

underrepresented groups, in their professional development as they work towards becoming futureunderrepresented groups, in their professional development as they work towards becoming future

faculty members at an SEC member institution. The initiative grew from discussions among the provostsfaculty members at an SEC member institution. The initiative grew from discussions among the provosts

at the 14 institutions and began with an annual workshop. Now, in its second year, the institutionsat the 14 institutions and began with an annual workshop. Now, in its second year, the institutions

agreed to minimum stipends for the scholars, financial support to attend the annual seminar, andagreed to minimum stipends for the scholars, financial support to attend the annual seminar, and

provision of funds to pursue other professional development opportunities that align with their uniqueprovision of funds to pursue other professional development opportunities that align with their unique

scholarly needs.scholarly needs.

At The University of Mississippi, the SEC Emerging Scholars program is funded by the Office of theAt The University of Mississippi, the SEC Emerging Scholars program is funded by the Office of the

Provost. This year, each SEC Institution selected up to five scholars. Selection criteria includedProvost. This year, each SEC Institution selected up to five scholars. Selection criteria included

advanced standing in their graduate work or postdoctoral status, demonstrated exceptional researchadvanced standing in their graduate work or postdoctoral status, demonstrated exceptional research

and/or teaching skills, and established interest in a career in higher education. Below, we introduce youand/or teaching skills, and established interest in a career in higher education. Below, we introduce you

to our five SEC Emerging Scholars for 2022-2023.to our five SEC Emerging Scholars for 2022-2023.

Sheerah Neal KeithSheerah Neal Keith, originally from Wilson, NC, is a doctoral, originally from Wilson, NC, is a doctoral

candidate in candidate in counselor education and supervisioncounselor education and supervision. Her research. Her research

focuses on early childhood adversity, toxic stress among newborns tofocuses on early childhood adversity, toxic stress among newborns to

children five years of age, and the social determinants of mental health.children five years of age, and the social determinants of mental health.

Keith also studies interventions designed to reduce the impact of earlyKeith also studies interventions designed to reduce the impact of early

childhood adversity and toxic stress, which can significantly affect anchildhood adversity and toxic stress, which can significantly affect an

individual’s life trajectory.individual’s life trajectory.

“My favorite part of being an Emerging Scholar has been the“My favorite part of being an Emerging Scholar has been the

professional development activities, the greatest example being the 3-professional development activities, the greatest example being the 3-

day workshop we attended this fall at the University of Missouri,” saidday workshop we attended this fall at the University of Missouri,” said

Keith. At the workshop, scholars had the opportunity to work and speakKeith. At the workshop, scholars had the opportunity to work and speak

https://olemiss.edu/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/
https://education.olemiss.edu/academics/programs/counselor_ed_phd.html
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Dr. Ashley White JonesDr. Ashley White Jones

Alicia L. Arrington – ThomasAlicia L. Arrington – Thomas

with faculty and administrators from all 14 of the SEC institutions andwith faculty and administrators from all 14 of the SEC institutions and

they received feedback on elevator pitches and written materials for future faculty position applications.they received feedback on elevator pitches and written materials for future faculty position applications.

Dr. Ashley White Jones, Dr. Ashley White Jones, originally from Lambert, MS, is aoriginally from Lambert, MS, is a

postdoctoral research associate for in health promotion. Jones’spostdoctoral research associate for in health promotion. Jones’s

academic research focuses on health equity and disparities in theacademic research focuses on health equity and disparities in the

Black community. Her current research focus explores culturallyBlack community. Her current research focus explores culturally

responsive mental health teletherapy for Black and other minorityresponsive mental health teletherapy for Black and other minority

communities.communities.

“The Emerging Scholars program is an excellent opportunity to“The Emerging Scholars program is an excellent opportunity to

secure a future career in academia,” said Jones. “The program issecure a future career in academia,” said Jones. “The program is

designed to help amazing doctoral students and postdocs stay in thedesigned to help amazing doctoral students and postdocs stay in the

academy. It is a great way to help grow on your own and activelyacademy. It is a great way to help grow on your own and actively

support others throughout their journey.”support others throughout their journey.”

Alicia L. Arrington-Alicia L. Arrington-
Thomas, Thomas, originallyoriginally

from Los Angeles, CA, is a from Los Angeles, CA, is a biology graduate studentbiology graduate student
studying fire ecology. Arrington-Thomas hopes to use firestudying fire ecology. Arrington-Thomas hopes to use fire

as a source of restoration to repair forested ecosystems.as a source of restoration to repair forested ecosystems.

“When Dr. Murrell Godfrey informed me that I was“When Dr. Murrell Godfrey informed me that I was

accepted as an Emerging Scholar, I was overjoyed withaccepted as an Emerging Scholar, I was overjoyed with

excitement,” said Arrington-Thomas. “I’ve neverexcitement,” said Arrington-Thomas. “I’ve never

experienced being called a scholar; there was this feelingexperienced being called a scholar; there was this feeling

of humility, allowing me to become comfortable in myof humility, allowing me to become comfortable in my

place of purpose, vision, power, and knowledge.”place of purpose, vision, power, and knowledge.”

Rashun MilesRashun Miles,,

originally fromoriginally from

Philadelphia, PA, is a Philadelphia, PA, is a doctoral candidate in social welfaredoctoral candidate in social welfare
studying social work. Miles’s work centers on thinking throughstudying social work. Miles’s work centers on thinking through

and implementing interventions that help mitigate compassionand implementing interventions that help mitigate compassion

fatigue among nurses who treat clients with infectiousfatigue among nurses who treat clients with infectious

diseases.diseases.

“I enjoy being an Emerging Scholar because it is a new“I enjoy being an Emerging Scholar because it is a new

initiative full of fresh potential,” said Miles. “My favorite part isinitiative full of fresh potential,” said Miles. “My favorite part is

actually looking toward the future and seeing future Emergingactually looking toward the future and seeing future Emerging

Scholars’ contributions to the world.”Scholars’ contributions to the world.”

https://biology.olemiss.edu/graduate/
https://sw.olemiss.edu/phd-in-social-welfare/
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Rashun MilesRashun MilesDr. KrishnaDr. Krishna
Chaturvedi,Chaturvedi, originally from India, is a postdoctoral originally from India, is a postdoctoral

research associate with the Department of Chemistryresearch associate with the Department of Chemistry

and Biochemistry.  Chaturvedi has long considered aand Biochemistry.  Chaturvedi has long considered a

career in academia and has always been passionatecareer in academia and has always been passionate

about engaging students in new and developingabout engaging students in new and developing

pathways. Chaturvedi hopes to start the next phase ofpathways. Chaturvedi hopes to start the next phase of

her career as an independent researcher withher career as an independent researcher with

academic responsibilities such as an Assistantacademic responsibilities such as an Assistant

Professorship.Professorship.

““IItt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aa  ggrreeaatt  hhoonnoorr  aanndd  pprrivivileileggee  ttoo  rreecceeivivee  tthhisis

DDrr..  KKrrisishhnnaa  CChhaattuurrvveeddii pprreessttigigioiouuss  ffeellollowwsshhipip  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  aann  EEmmeerrgginingg

SScchhoolalarr,,””  ssaaidid  CChhaattuurrvveeddi.i.  SShhee  ccoonnttininuueedd,,  ““IInn  ddooiningg 

ssoo,,  II  hhaavvee  ggaainineedd  tthhee  nneecceessssaarryy  rreessoouurrcceess  ttoo  sshhaarrppeenn  mmyy  pprrooffeessssioionnaal l sskkillsills  aanndd  ffoorrmm  aa  pplalattffoorrmm  ttoo 

oobbttaainin  mmyy  ddrreeaamm  jojobb..””

TThhee  UUnniviveerrssitityy  ooff  MMisisssisisssipipppi i wwill ill ccoonnttininuuee  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  SSEECC  EEmmeerrgginingg  SScchhoolalarrss  PPrrooggrraamm  wwitithh  ititss 

pprroommoottioionn  ooff  ssuucccceessss  ffoorr  ccuurrrreenntt  ddooccttoorraal l ssttuuddeennttss  aanndd  ppoossttddooccttoorraal l aassssoocciaiatteess  ffrroomm  uunnddeerrrreepprreesseenntteedd 

ggrroouuppss  wwoorrkkiningg  ttoowwaarrddss  bbeeccoomminingg  ffuuttuurree  ffaaccuultltyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  aatt  aann  SSEECC  mmeemmbbeerr  ininssttitituuttioionn..

IInnddivivididuuaalsls  inintteerreesstteedd  inin  leleaarrnniningg  mmoorree  aabboouutt  tthhee  SSEECC  EEmmeerrgginingg  SScchhoolalarrss  pprrooggrraamm  aatt  TThhee  UUnniviveerrssitityy  ooff 

MMisisssisisssipipppi,i,  wwhhicichh  rreeqquuirireess  nnoommininaattioionn  aanndd  ppaarrtticicipipaattioionn  inin  aa  ccoommppeettititivivee  sseeleleccttioionn  pprroocceessss,,  sshhoouuldld 

ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  GGrraadduuaattee  SScchhooool.l.

https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/newsletter-winter-2022/2022-advancing-stem-scholarship-recipient/
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Meet Our 2022 SREB Scholars!
By: Margaret SavoieBy: Margaret Savoie

The Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) Doctoral and Dissertation Scholars Program is aThe Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) Doctoral and Dissertation Scholars Program is a

program whose primary aim is to encourage more minority Ph.D. students to seek careers as faculty onprogram whose primary aim is to encourage more minority Ph.D. students to seek careers as faculty on

college campuses. More than one-third of college students in America are people of color. But thiscollege campuses. More than one-third of college students in America are people of color. But this

representation is not mirrored in college faculty. To change this, the SREB Doctoral and Dissertationrepresentation is not mirrored in college faculty. To change this, the SREB Doctoral and Dissertation

Scholars are recruited through benefits such as financial support, career counseling, networking, andScholars are recruited through benefits such as financial support, career counseling, networking, and

opportunities for research funding.opportunities for research funding.

The University of Mississippi’s Graduate School is pleased to have four new SREB Scholars this year.The University of Mississippi’s Graduate School is pleased to have four new SREB Scholars this year.

These new scholars are Donovan Gordon, Akia Sherrod, Janita Springfield, and Joshua Hieu-TrungThese new scholars are Donovan Gordon, Akia Sherrod, Janita Springfield, and Joshua Hieu-Trung

Nguyen. Learn about our new SREB scholars below!Nguyen. Learn about our new SREB scholars below!

Donovan Gordon, Donovan Gordon, of Olive Branch, MS, is a of Olive Branch, MS, is a doctoral student indoctoral student in
business administration with a focus on marketingbusiness administration with a focus on marketing..

Specifically, Gordon is studying concepts like consumer behavior,Specifically, Gordon is studying concepts like consumer behavior,

strategic branding/marketing, sales management,strategic branding/marketing, sales management,

entrepreneurship, and social media marketing. “My desire toentrepreneurship, and social media marketing. “My desire to

pursue a Ph.D. in marketing is rooted in the fact that marketing ispursue a Ph.D. in marketing is rooted in the fact that marketing is

an ever-developing and interdisciplinary field of study,” saidan ever-developing and interdisciplinary field of study,” said

Gordon. To Gordon, being an SREB Scholar means being part of aGordon. To Gordon, being an SREB Scholar means being part of a

loving and dedicated community of current, past, and futureloving and dedicated community of current, past, and future

minority faculty.minority faculty.

Akia Sherrod, Akia Sherrod, of Moss Point, MS, is a of Moss Point, MS, is a doctoral student indoctoral student in
clinical psychologyclinical psychology. Her research focuses on child and. Her research focuses on child and

adolescent anxiety as well as parent-child relationships. One ofadolescent anxiety as well as parent-child relationships. One of

Sherrod’s favorite parts of being an SREB Scholar is the Graduate Diversity Seminars. “These seminarsSherrod’s favorite parts of being an SREB Scholar is the Graduate Diversity Seminars. “These seminars

are filled with immense knowledge from individuals who have once been in my shoes,” said Sherrod, “Iare filled with immense knowledge from individuals who have once been in my shoes,” said Sherrod, “I

have gained so much useful advice on navigating through graduate school as a minority and how tohave gained so much useful advice on navigating through graduate school as a minority and how to

https://olemiss.edu/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/
https://www.olemissbusiness.com/programs/phd/
https://psychology.olemiss.edu/clinical-program/
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Akia SherrodAkia Sherrod

Janita SpringfieldJanita Springfield

Joshua Hieu – Trung NguyenJoshua Hieu – Trung Nguyen

utilize my resources so I can reach my goals.” In theutilize my resources so I can reach my goals.” In the

future, Sherrod plans to practice as a clinicalfuture, Sherrod plans to practice as a clinical

psychologist developing new treatment plans for allpsychologist developing new treatment plans for all

those facing mental, emotional, and behavioralthose facing mental, emotional, and behavioral

disorders.disorders.

Janita Springfield, Janita Springfield, of Oakland, TN, is a of Oakland, TN, is a doctoraldoctoral
student in counselor educationstudent in counselor education. Springfield is. Springfield is

currently studying counselor education andcurrently studying counselor education and

supervision, which includes gaining knowledge andsupervision, which includes gaining knowledge and

expertise in counseling, supervision, teaching,expertise in counseling, supervision, teaching,

research and scholarship, and leadership andresearch and scholarship, and leadership and

advocacy. In the future, Springfield hopes to becomeadvocacy. In the future, Springfield hopes to become

a professional faculty member at a college ora professional faculty member at a college or

university who is a skillful educator, an expert clinicaluniversity who is a skillful educator, an expert clinical

supervisor, an advocate for social justice changes onsupervisor, an advocate for social justice changes on

the local, state, and national levels, and a competitive researcher in the counseling practice. “One thingthe local, state, and national levels, and a competitive researcher in the counseling practice. “One thing

I would like other people to know about the SREB [Scholars] is that this program is one of a kind,” saidI would like other people to know about the SREB [Scholars] is that this program is one of a kind,” said

Springfield. She noted, “it [works] to address the long-standing national shortage of underrepresentedSpringfield. She noted, “it [works] to address the long-standing national shortage of underrepresented

minority faculty by providing individualized support, mentorship, and resources that [are] needed tominority faculty by providing individualized support, mentorship, and resources that [are] needed to

ensure that change and progress occurs.”ensure that change and progress occurs.”

Joshua Hieu-Trung Nguyen, Joshua Hieu-Trung Nguyen, of Houston, TX, is aof Houston, TX, is a

doctoral student in creative writingdoctoral student in creative writing. The areas of. The areas of

focus for Nguyen are Asian-American Poetics,focus for Nguyen are Asian-American Poetics,

counter publics, and ecopoetics. Nguyen describedcounter publics, and ecopoetics. Nguyen described

that being an SREB Scholar, “means to be part of athat being an SREB Scholar, “means to be part of a

group of scholars who are interested in preparinggroup of scholars who are interested in preparing

ourselves for our uncertain future–which isourselves for our uncertain future–which is

comforting!”  In the future, Nguyen hopes to teachcomforting!”  In the future, Nguyen hopes to teach

creative writing while also writing his own books.creative writing while also writing his own books.

We are excited to continue to fund several doctoral students to participate in the SREB Doctoral andWe are excited to continue to fund several doctoral students to participate in the SREB Doctoral and

Dissertation Scholars program. The students who participate in this program demonstrate greatDissertation Scholars program. The students who participate in this program demonstrate great

success. As is true across SREB participating states and institutions, our SREB Scholars graduate at asuccess. As is true across SREB participating states and institutions, our SREB Scholars graduate at a

rate exceeding the national average. Our SREB Scholar graduates have positions in higher education,rate exceeding the national average. Our SREB Scholar graduates have positions in higher education,

https://education.olemiss.edu/academics/programs/counselor_ed_phd.html
https://english.olemiss.edu/ph-d-with-creative-writing-concentration/
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wwoorrkkiningg  inin  1100  ssttaatteess  ininccluluddiningg  tthhee  ssttaattee  ooff  MMisisssisisssipipppi.i.  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  inintteerreesstteedd  inin  ssuuppppoorrttiningg  TThhee  UUnniviveerrssitityy 

ooff  MMisisssisisssipipppi’i’ss  ssppoonnssoorrsshhipip  ooff  SSRREEBB  DDooccttoorraal l aanndd  DDisissseerrttaattioionn  SScchhoolalarrss,,  ppleleaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  DDeeaann  KKlulucckk  aatt 

aasskklluucckk@@oolleemmiissss..eedduu  ttoo  leleaarrnn  mmoorree..

mailto:askluck@olemiss.edu
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/newsletter-winter-2022/2022-advancing-stem-scholarship-recipient/
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RecipientRecipient

2022 Advancing STEM Scholarship Recipient
By: Margaret SavoieBy: Margaret Savoie

In fall of 2021, the Graduate School launched a new scholarship opportunity, the Advancing STEMIn fall of 2021, the Graduate School launched a new scholarship opportunity, the Advancing STEM

Scholarship. STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. This scholarshipScholarship. STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. This scholarship

focuses on students whose background, achievements, and expertise demonstrate a commitment tofocuses on students whose background, achievements, and expertise demonstrate a commitment to

contributing to the advancement of women in STEM, regardless of the recipient’s gender identity.contributing to the advancement of women in STEM, regardless of the recipient’s gender identity.

Lorena Magaña Zertuche, a Ph.D. student in physics, has been selected as the 2022 Advancing STEMLorena Magaña Zertuche, a Ph.D. student in physics, has been selected as the 2022 Advancing STEM

Scholarship recipient.Scholarship recipient.

“I am extremely grateful for the support of the“I am extremely grateful for the support of the

Graduate School in awarding me this scholarship,”Graduate School in awarding me this scholarship,”

said Magaña Zertuche. “The fact that an Advancingsaid Magaña Zertuche. “The fact that an Advancing

STEM Scholarship exists shows that the universitySTEM Scholarship exists shows that the university

and the graduate school are making a serious effort toand the graduate school are making a serious effort to

address the lack of representation of women in STEMaddress the lack of representation of women in STEM

fields and it feels rewarding to know that as afields and it feels rewarding to know that as a

graduate student, I can make a difference.”graduate student, I can make a difference.”

Dr. Cecille Labuda, an associate professor in theDr. Cecille Labuda, an associate professor in the

department of physics and astronomy nominateddepartment of physics and astronomy nominated

Magaña Zertuche.Magaña Zertuche.

“Lorena has demonstrated a clear commitment to“Lorena has demonstrated a clear commitment to

advancing and promoting women in STEM for manyadvancing and promoting women in STEM for many

years,” said Labuda, “she cares about this deeply and the efforts she has made to promote women inyears,” said Labuda, “she cares about this deeply and the efforts she has made to promote women in

STEM are commendable.”STEM are commendable.”

Regarding research, Magaña Zertuche works on gravitational wave physics. In the past year, she visitedRegarding research, Magaña Zertuche works on gravitational wave physics. In the past year, she visited

UCLA for a three-month-long program. Some of the research she conducted there resulted in a recentUCLA for a three-month-long program. Some of the research she conducted there resulted in a recent

publication in the journal publication in the journal Physical Review DPhysical Review D. The title of the paper is High Precision Ringdown. The title of the paper is High Precision Ringdown

Modeling: Multimode Fits and BMS Frames.Modeling: Multimode Fits and BMS Frames.

https://olemiss.edu/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/
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Dr. Cecille Labuda, Associate Professor inDr. Cecille Labuda, Associate Professor in
the department of physics and astronomythe department of physics and astronomy

For the 2022-2023 year, Magaña Zertuche was especially excitedFor the 2022-2023 year, Magaña Zertuche was especially excited

about two further projects. One of these involves building a ringdownabout two further projects. One of these involves building a ringdown

surrogate model for binary black holes systems. The other aims tosurrogate model for binary black holes systems. The other aims to

decrease the errors in parameter estimation for binaries whichdecrease the errors in parameter estimation for binaries which

include black holes and neutron stars.include black holes and neutron stars.

Magaña Zertuche said she always looks for ways to increaseMagaña Zertuche said she always looks for ways to increase

diversity in STEM, especially in physics. Physics, according to thediversity in STEM, especially in physics. Physics, according to the

American Physics Society, is one of the fields that awards the leastAmerican Physics Society, is one of the fields that awards the least

number of degrees to women.number of degrees to women.

“I hope to continue promoting women in STEM by shining a spotlight“I hope to continue promoting women in STEM by shining a spotlight

on them–it is important to discuss the greater contributions womenon them–it is important to discuss the greater contributions women

have made in the science, as they are often ignored orhave made in the science, as they are often ignored or

underappreciated,” said Magaña Zertuche.underappreciated,” said Magaña Zertuche.

A hope for Labuda is that there will come a time when efforts are no longer necessary, meaning a timeA hope for Labuda is that there will come a time when efforts are no longer necessary, meaning a time

when women who would like to enter STEM professions do so as easily as they would any otherwhen women who would like to enter STEM professions do so as easily as they would any other

profession.profession.

As an undergraduate, Magaña Zertuche remembers looking up to the few women graduate studentsAs an undergraduate, Magaña Zertuche remembers looking up to the few women graduate students

and tries to make herself visible in the research community because it makes a difference for others toand tries to make herself visible in the research community because it makes a difference for others to

see someone like them, particularly higher up in academia.see someone like them, particularly higher up in academia.

Another significant focus for Magaña Zertuche is outreach. The first aspect of her outreach is the OxfordAnother significant focus for Magaña Zertuche is outreach. The first aspect of her outreach is the Oxford

Science Café, where a UM faculty member is invited to Heartbreak Coffee on the Square once a monthScience Café, where a UM faculty member is invited to Heartbreak Coffee on the Square once a month

to speak with the community about their research. The Oxford Science Café aims to bring science toto speak with the community about their research. The Oxford Science Café aims to bring science to

everyone in the community. Another component of Magaña Zertuche’s outreach is creating informationeveryone in the community. Another component of Magaña Zertuche’s outreach is creating information

booklets on physics lessons to better prepare high school teachers in the classroom. These bookletsbooklets on physics lessons to better prepare high school teachers in the classroom. These booklets

include hands-on activities that the teachers may use to help guide their students toward a betterinclude hands-on activities that the teachers may use to help guide their students toward a better

understanding of key concepts in physics. The NASA/Mississippi Space Grant Consortium (MSSGC)understanding of key concepts in physics. The NASA/Mississippi Space Grant Consortium (MSSGC)

Fellowship provides support for the booklet outreach project.Fellowship provides support for the booklet outreach project.

“Apart from enjoying the interactions I have during outreach events, I hope that my presence“Apart from enjoying the interactions I have during outreach events, I hope that my presence

demonstrates to young kids that women, too, can aspire to be scientists,” Magaña Zertuche continued,demonstrates to young kids that women, too, can aspire to be scientists,” Magaña Zertuche continued,

“I didn’t have a female role model in physics until I was an undergraduate, and I hope that in the next“I didn’t have a female role model in physics until I was an undergraduate, and I hope that in the next

few years representation of women in STEM is high enough that incoming students can say they alwaysfew years representation of women in STEM is high enough that incoming students can say they always

had one.”had one.”

Promoting the advancement of women in STEM is a never-ending endeavor. The UM Graduate SchoolPromoting the advancement of women in STEM is a never-ending endeavor. The UM Graduate School

launched a Graduate Women in STEM affinity group, which has now become the Association oflaunched a Graduate Women in STEM affinity group, which has now become the Association of

Graduate Women in STEM (AGWiS). AGWiS is a registered student organization whose purpose is toGraduate Women in STEM (AGWiS). AGWiS is a registered student organization whose purpose is to
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pprroommoottee  nneettwwoorrkkiningg  aanndd  mmeennttoorriningg  aammoonngg  ggrraadduuaattee  wwoommeenn  aanndd  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  LLBBGGTTQQIIAA++  ccoommmmuunnitityy 

aaccrroossss  aall ll SSTTEEMM  ddisisccipiplinlineess..  TThheeirir  eevveennttss  aanndd  pprrooggrraammmminingg  aaimim  ttoo  ffoosstteerr  aa  sseennssee  ooff  ccoommmmuunnitityy 

bbeettwweeeenn  tthheessee  ggrraadduuaattee  ssttuuddeennttss  wwhheerree  ddisisccuussssioionnss  aabboouutt  ccaarreeeerr  cchhooiciceess,,  sscchhooool l liflifee,,  ggrraanntt  aanndd 

ffeellollowwsshhipip  ooppppoorrttuunnititieiess,,  aanndd  mmuucchh  mmoorree  ccaann  ooccccuurr..

https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/newsletter-winter-2022/2022-advancing-stem-scholarship-recipient/
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Introducing the NEW Assistant Dean of  Professional
Development and Communications
By: Margaret SavoieBy: Margaret Savoie

Last year the Graduate School began a search for a new position:Last year the Graduate School began a search for a new position:

the Assistant Dean of Professional Development andthe Assistant Dean of Professional Development and

Communications. After a thorough search, Dr. Sandra Spiroff wasCommunications. After a thorough search, Dr. Sandra Spiroff was

hired for the position.hired for the position.

“Universities have done a great job building a team of support for“Universities have done a great job building a team of support for

undergraduate students, attending to academic, career, andundergraduate students, attending to academic, career, and

wellness needs. You might describe it by thinking about eachwellness needs. You might describe it by thinking about each

undergraduate student as a quarterback with many coaches andundergraduate student as a quarterback with many coaches and

teammates. Graduate students need a team of people supportingteammates. Graduate students need a team of people supporting

their success as well. At the same time, it is a lot to ask that thetheir success as well. At the same time, it is a lot to ask that the

academic mentor/major professor be able to be an expert in all areasacademic mentor/major professor be able to be an expert in all areas

of professional development,” said Dr. Annette Kluck, Dean of theof professional development,” said Dr. Annette Kluck, Dean of the

Graduate School.Graduate School.

Kluck said when asked about decision to create a new position, “theKluck said when asked about decision to create a new position, “the

Assistant Dean of Professional Development and Communication helps bring the model of teammatesAssistant Dean of Professional Development and Communication helps bring the model of teammates

and multiple coaches to graduate study. The position was developed to enable the Graduate School toand multiple coaches to graduate study. The position was developed to enable the Graduate School to

better pull together and communicate opportunities for graduate students, connecting them to resourcesbetter pull together and communicate opportunities for graduate students, connecting them to resources

on campus and off, and building out a portfolio of professional development offerings that meet theon campus and off, and building out a portfolio of professional development offerings that meet the

unique needs of graduate students.”unique needs of graduate students.”

Spiroff, originally from the St. Louis area, earned a B.S. in mathematics with a minor in education fromSpiroff, originally from the St. Louis area, earned a B.S. in mathematics with a minor in education from

Indiana University in Bloomington, IN. A few years later, Spiroff returned to school to earn a master’sIndiana University in Bloomington, IN. A few years later, Spiroff returned to school to earn a master’s

degree in mathematics from Saint Louis University. Her studies did not stop there; after Saint Louisdegree in mathematics from Saint Louis University. Her studies did not stop there; after Saint Louis

University, Spiroff attended the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign, eventually earning a Ph.D. inUniversity, Spiroff attended the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign, eventually earning a Ph.D. in

https://olemiss.edu/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/
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mmaatthheemmaatticicss  wwitithh  aa  ccoonncceennttrraattioionn  inin  aalglgeebbrraa..  SShhee  tthheenn  aacccceepptteedd  aa  tthhrreeee--yyeeaarr  ppoossttddooccttoorraal l ppoossititioionn  aatt 

tthhee  UUnniviveerrssitityy  ooff  UUttaahh  bbeeffoorree  ttrraannssititioionniningg  ininttoo  aa  tteennuurree  ttrraacckk  ffaaccuultltyy  ppoossititioionn..

““II  ffoouunndd  aa  pprreeffeerreennccee  ffoorr  ccoollelleggiaiattee  eedduuccaattioionn,,  nnoott  oonnlyly  tthhee  lelevveel l ooff  ssttuuddeenntt  aanndd  ininssttrruuccttioionn,,  bbuutt  aalslsoo  tthhee 

ggrroowwtthh  eexxppeeccttaattioionn  ooff  ffaaccuultltyy  inin  tteerrmmss  ooff  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  pprrooffeessssioionnaal l eennddeeaavvoorrss,,””  ssaaidid  SSppirirooffff..

WWhhileile  sseerrvviningg  aatt  tthhee  NNaattioionnaal l SSccieiennccee  FFoouunnddaattioionn  aass  aa  rroottaattiningg  pprrooggrraamm  oofffficiceerr  inin  tthhee  DDisisttrricictt  ooff 

CCoolulummbbiaia  aanndd  AAlelexxaannddrriaia  rreeggioionn,,  aa  ccoollelleaagguuee  bbrroouugghhtt  tthhisis  nneeww  ppoossititioionn  ttoo  SSppirirooffff’’ss  aatttteennttioionn..  SSppirirooffff  hhaadd 

ssoommee  pprrooffeessssioionnaal l ddeevveeloloppmmeenntt  eexxppeerrieiennccee  wwhhileile  inin  tthhee  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  mmaatthheemmaatticicss  aatt  tthhee  uunniviveerrssitityy.. 

TThhee  idideeaa  ooff  tthhisis  nneeww  ppoossititioionn  wwoouuldld  hheelplp  ttoo  aauuggmmeenntt  tthhisis  rroolele  aanndd  eexxppeerrieiennccee..

““IInn  tthhisis  ppoossititioionn,,  DDrr..  SSppirirooffff  isis  wwoorrkkiningg  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  aanndd  imimpplelemmeenntt  aa  vvisisioionn  ffoorr  pprrooffeessssioionnaal l ddeevveeloloppmmeenntt  ffoorr 

ggrraadduuaattee  ssttuuddeennttss  aanndd  hheelplp  eennhhaannccee  oouurr  ccoommmmuunnicicaattioionnss  ttoo  vvaarrioiouuss  ssttaakkeehhooldldeerrss,,””  ssaaidid  KKlulucckk..

KKlulucckk  aalslsoo  ssttaatteedd  tthhaatt  SSppirirooffff  hhaadd  bbrrooaadd  eexxppeerrieienncceess  mmaannaagginingg  ccoommmmuunnicicaattioionnss  rreelalatteedd  ttoo  aann  aaccaaddeemmicic 

aassssoocciaiattioionn  aanndd  ffaaccilitilitaattiningg  tthhee  ccrreeaattioionn  ooff  pprrooffeessssioionnaal l ddeevveeloloppmmeenntt  ooppppoorrttuunnititieiess  wwitithhinin  hheerr  ddisisccipiplinlinee,, 

ininccluluddiningg  ssuuppppoorrttiningg  ggrraadduuaattee  ssttuuddeennttss  aatt  ccrruucciaial l ttrraannssititioionnss..

FFoorr  SSppirirooffff,,  kkeeyy  idideeaass  ffoorr  tthhisis  nneeww  ppoossititioionn  aarree  ccoonnnneeccttivivitityy  aanndd  ccoommmmuunnicicaattioionn..  ““II  tthhininkk  itit  isis  imimppoorrttaanntt 

tthhaatt  ggrraadduuaattee  ssttuuddeennttss  kknnooww  ooff  tthhee  mmaannyy  rreessoouurrcceess  aavvaailailabblele,,  ininccluluddiningg  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  ssttaaffff  aatt  eevveerryy  lelevveell 

wwhhoo  aarree  eeaaggeerr  ttoo  aassssisistt,,  aanndd  hhooww  tthheeyy  ccaann  eeaassee  oorr  aauuggmmeenntt  aa  ssttuuddeenntt’’ss  jojouurrnneeyy  oonn  ccaammppuuss  aanndd 

bbeeyyoonndd,,””  ssaaidid  SSppirirooffff..    SShhee  aalslsoo  ssttaatteedd  itit  isis  imimppoorrttaanntt  tthhaatt  ccoonnnneeccttioionnss  aarree  mmaaddee  wwitithh  ootthheerrss  oonn  ccaammppuuss 

ininccluluddiningg  vvisisititoorrss  aanndd  oouuttrreeaacchh  ccoonnttaaccttss..

SSppirirooffff  hhooppeess  ttoo  imimpprroovvee  oonn  tthhee  ininititiaiattiviveess  aanndd  pprrooggrreessss  tthhaatt  hhaass  aalrlreeaaddyy  bbeeeenn  aacchhieievveedd  bbyy  tthhee  ssttaaffff  ooff 

tthhee  GGrraadduuaattee  SScchhooool l aanndd  tthheeirir  ppaarrttnneerrss..  SSppirirooffff  hhaass  eexxtteennddeedd  ssoommee  ooff  tthheessee  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  tthhee  ppoossttddooccttoorraall 

ppooppuulalattioionn  aaccrroossss  ccaammppuuss––aa  ddeemmooggrraapphhicic  tthhaatt  isis  ccrruucciaial l ttoo  aa  uunniviveerrssitityy’’ss  CCaarrnneeggieie  RReesseeaarrcchh  11  ssttaattuuss,, 

wwhhicichh  TThhee  UUnniviveerrssitityy  ooff  MMisisssisisssipipppi i eeaarrnneedd  inin  22001166..

““BByy  ssttrreennggtthheenniningg  aanndd  eennhhaanncciningg  tthhee  ggrraadduuaattee  aanndd  ppoossttddooccttoorraal l eexxppeerrieiennccee  oonn  ccaammppuuss,,  tthhee  UUnniviveerrssitityy 

ccaann  ssoolidlidififyy  ititss  ssttaannddiningg  aass  aa  ccoommppeettititivivee  rreesseeaarrcchh  ininssttitituuttee––oonnee  wwitithh  tthhee  vveerryy  uunniqiquuee  fflalavvoorrss  ooff  UUMM 

ttrraaddititioionnss  aanndd  hhisisttoorryy,,””  ssaaidid  SSppirirooffff..
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Anna AbelAnna Abel

Ty WallaceTy Wallace

Five Graduate Assistants, One Graduate House
By: Margaret SavoieBy: Margaret Savoie

The Graduate House is home to faculty and staff whoThe Graduate House is home to faculty and staff who

are eager to help all our graduate and professionalare eager to help all our graduate and professional

students. The Graduate house is also home to fivestudents. The Graduate house is also home to five

graduate assistants (GAs) who assist with many day-graduate assistants (GAs) who assist with many day-

to-day tasks and other key responsibilities such asto-day tasks and other key responsibilities such as

research, recruiting, and marketing.research, recruiting, and marketing.

“I love working for the Grad School because it is a“I love working for the Grad School because it is a

very interactive place, and the people I work with arevery interactive place, and the people I work with are

super supportive,” said Anna Abel, a first-year super supportive,” said Anna Abel, a first-year clinicalclinical
mental health counselingmental health counseling master’s student from Oxford, MS. master’s student from Oxford, MS.

For Abel’s assistantship position, she works directly under Dean Kluck. She helps with research onFor Abel’s assistantship position, she works directly under Dean Kluck. She helps with research on

projects for the Graduate School, supports various committees, and executes behind-the-scenesprojects for the Graduate School, supports various committees, and executes behind-the-scenes

administrative activities.administrative activities.

When first entering the Graduate House this fall, youWhen first entering the Graduate House this fall, you

were immediately greeted by one of two smiling andwere immediately greeted by one of two smiling and

friendly faces – Ty Wallace and Jemiah Johnson.friendly faces – Ty Wallace and Jemiah Johnson.

Both of these students are from Mississippi. Wallace,Both of these students are from Mississippi. Wallace,

of Oxford, is an of Oxford, is an elementary educationelementary education master’s master’s

student graduating in December, and Johnson, fromstudent graduating in December, and Johnson, from

Byhalia, is a Byhalia, is a communication sciences andcommunication sciences and
disordersdisorders master’s student. master’s student.

As graduate students pursuing human serviceAs graduate students pursuing human service

degrees, Wallace and Johnson help with externallydegrees, Wallace and Johnson help with externally

facing operations, regularly interacting with individualsfacing operations, regularly interacting with individuals

seeking support and assistance. They also work withseeking support and assistance. They also work with

https://olemiss.edu/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/
https://education.olemiss.edu/academics/programs/counselor_ed_med.html
https://education.olemiss.edu/academics/programs/te_ed_phd_programs.html
https://csd.olemiss.edu/graduate/graduate-program-overview/
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Jemiah JohnsonJemiah Johnson

Margaret SavoieMargaret Savoie

Eli HowlandEli Howland

the admissions process, which accounts for the majority ofthe admissions process, which accounts for the majority of

contacts to the Graduate School. Applying to graduate studycontacts to the Graduate School. Applying to graduate study

can be stressful and sometimes a bit difficult to navigate.can be stressful and sometimes a bit difficult to navigate.

Having GAs who understand educational structures, how toHaving GAs who understand educational structures, how to

communicate well with individuals, and who can empathizecommunicate well with individuals, and who can empathize

with stressed applicants is an asset.with stressed applicants is an asset.

“Working for the Graduate school is great because it is such a“Working for the Graduate school is great because it is such a

positive and diverse work environment,” said Wallace. “Gettingpositive and diverse work environment,” said Wallace. “Getting

to work with such great people every day made working for theto work with such great people every day made working for the

Graduate School a wonderful time.”Graduate School a wonderful time.”

Michelle Cole-Dickson, Administrative Coordinator at theMichelle Cole-Dickson, Administrative Coordinator at the

Graduate School, said, “We are very appreciative of ourGraduate School, said, “We are very appreciative of our

graduate assistants¾ not only are they hardworking, but theygraduate assistants¾ not only are they hardworking, but they

also keep the office fun and energetic.”also keep the office fun and energetic.”

“Everyone in the Grad School is so welcoming and all of the graduate assistants get along really well,”“Everyone in the Grad School is so welcoming and all of the graduate assistants get along really well,”

said Johnson.said Johnson.

Marketing for the Graduate School Ambassadors and GraduateMarketing for the Graduate School Ambassadors and Graduate

School is the purview of Eli Howland and Margaret Savoie,School is the purview of Eli Howland and Margaret Savoie,

respectively.respectively.

Howland, a Howland, a computercomputer
sciencescience master’s student master’s student

from Madison, MS, isfrom Madison, MS, is

responsible for helping withresponsible for helping with

recruiting efforts for therecruiting efforts for the

Graduate School. He assistsGraduate School. He assists

with different recruitingwith different recruiting

events, works directly withevents, works directly with

the Graduate Schoolthe Graduate School

Ambassadors, and runs theAmbassadors, and runs the

social media accounts for Graduate School Ambassadors.social media accounts for Graduate School Ambassadors.

Because recruiting relies increasingly upon digital outreach andBecause recruiting relies increasingly upon digital outreach and

positive impressions, his background in computer science ispositive impressions, his background in computer science is

especially beneficial.especially beneficial.

“I’ve loved my time in graduate school and working with the Graduate School so far; it has let me“I’ve loved my time in graduate school and working with the Graduate School so far; it has let me

connect with many other graduate students and learn about different programs,” said Howland.connect with many other graduate students and learn about different programs,” said Howland.

https://csci.cs.olemiss.edu/master-of-science/
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SSaavvooieie,,  aa  sseeccoonndd--yyeeaarr  iinntteeggrraatteedd  mmaarrkkeettiinngg  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss  mmaasstteerr’’ss  ssttuuddeenntt  ffrroomm  BBaattoonn  RRoouuggee,, 

LLAA,,  isis  tthhee  mmaarrkkeettiningg  ggrraadduuaattee  aassssisisttaanntt..  SShhee  hheelplpss  wwitithh  pprrooffeessssioionnaal l ddeevveeloloppmmeenntt  eevveennttss,,  ssoocciaial l mmeeddiaia 

aaccccoouunnttss,,  mmaarrkkeettiningg  ttaacctticicss,,  aanndd  tthhee  sseemmeesstteerr  nneewwssleletttteerrss  ((liklikee  tthhisis  oonnee))..

““MMyy  ttimimee  aatt  tthhee  ggrraadduuaattee  sscchhooool l hhaass  ggiivveenn  mmee  ssoo  mmuucchh  rreeaal-l-wwoorrldld  eexxppeerrieiennccee,,””  ssaaidid  SSaavvooieie..  ““II  ffeeeell 

ccoonnffidideenntt  inin  mmyy  sskkillsills  aanndd  hhaavvee  leleaarrnneedd  hhooww  ttoo  ttaakkee  wwhhaatt  II  leleaarrnn  inin  tthhee  cclalassssrroooomm  ininttoo  aann  oofffficicee//ccaarreeeerr 

sseettttiningg..””

GGrraadduuaattee  aassssisisttaannttss  ttyyppicicaallylly  sseerrvvee  oonnee  oorr  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss  inin  tthhee  GGrraadduuaattee  HHoouussee,,  aanndd  ininddivivididuuaalsls  rroottaattee  inin 

aanndd  oouutt  eeaacchh  sseemmeesstteerr..  TThheessee  ggrraadduuaattee  aassssisisttaannttss  pprroovvididee  aa  ccrruucciaial l linlinkk  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  aaddmmininisisttrraattivivee  ssttaaffff 

wwhhoo  wwoorrkk  ttoo  imimpprroovvee  ggrraadduuaattee  eedduuccaattioionn  aanndd  tthhee  ppooppuulalattioionn  ooff  nneeaarrlyly  22,,550000  ggrraadduuaattee  ssttuuddeennttss  aaccrroossss 

ccaammppuuss..

https://imcmasters.olemiss.edu/residential/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/newsletter-winter-2022/2022-advancing-stem-scholarship-recipient/
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Celebrating Our Postdoctoral Researchers
By: Margaret SavoieBy: Margaret Savoie

The University of Mississippi is home to a community of about fifty postdoctoral researchers. Over theThe University of Mississippi is home to a community of about fifty postdoctoral researchers. Over the

past few years, the Graduate School has undertaken efforts to provide outreach to these individuals–past few years, the Graduate School has undertaken efforts to provide outreach to these individuals–

with a long-term vision to create a more centralized office to support the advancement of this uniquewith a long-term vision to create a more centralized office to support the advancement of this unique

group. A postdoctoral researcher or associate, more commonly known as a “postdoc,” is someone withgroup. A postdoctoral researcher or associate, more commonly known as a “postdoc,” is someone with

a Ph.D. who is employed for a limited time, typically between one and three years. The position involvesa Ph.D. who is employed for a limited time, typically between one and three years. The position involves

working closely with a senior researcher on a project of mutual interest. Such a position helps theworking closely with a senior researcher on a project of mutual interest. Such a position helps the

postdoc firm up their experience and qualifications, augmenting their resume before applying for morepostdoc firm up their experience and qualifications, augmenting their resume before applying for more

permanent and senior positions.permanent and senior positions.

This past fall the Graduate School celebrated Postdoctoral Appreciation Week, a national annualThis past fall the Graduate School celebrated Postdoctoral Appreciation Week, a national annual

celebration of postdocs. “The postdoctoral community is a demographic that is crucial to an institution’scelebration of postdocs. “The postdoctoral community is a demographic that is crucial to an institution’s

Carnegie Research 1 status; the research they conduct and the activities they direct often lie on theCarnegie Research 1 status; the research they conduct and the activities they direct often lie on the

cutting edge of advancing knowledge and progress for society,” said Dr. Sandra Spiroff, Assistant Deancutting edge of advancing knowledge and progress for society,” said Dr. Sandra Spiroff, Assistant Dean

of Professional Development & Communication for the Graduate School. The University of Mississippiof Professional Development & Communication for the Graduate School. The University of Mississippi

became a Carnegie Research 1 institution in 2016, a status that requires meeting various researchbecame a Carnegie Research 1 institution in 2016, a status that requires meeting various research

productivity benchmarks, Ph.D. graduates, and more. The Graduate School was excited to augment itsproductivity benchmarks, Ph.D. graduates, and more. The Graduate School was excited to augment its

involvement in the national postdoctoral appreciation events, continuing the University’s forwardinvolvement in the national postdoctoral appreciation events, continuing the University’s forward

momentum and dedication to research endeavors and its practitioners.momentum and dedication to research endeavors and its practitioners.

Kritika Gupta, 2022 Doctoral Class Marshal and recent postdoc at the Center for Research EvaluationKritika Gupta, 2022 Doctoral Class Marshal and recent postdoc at the Center for Research Evaluation

from May to December of 2022, said her transition to postdoc at UM was smoother than some since shefrom May to December of 2022, said her transition to postdoc at UM was smoother than some since she

had been on campus as a graduate student. Gupta said, “A full-time research position may not alwayshad been on campus as a graduate student. Gupta said, “A full-time research position may not always

be the easiest, but having the opportunity to teach was a great [addition] for me because I was able tobe the easiest, but having the opportunity to teach was a great [addition] for me because I was able to

spread the word about what I do and how my career choices helped me get here.”spread the word about what I do and how my career choices helped me get here.”

The University of Mississippi’s postdoc appreciation week started on Monday, September 19, with aThe University of Mississippi’s postdoc appreciation week started on Monday, September 19, with a

zoom session for “Mindful Monday,” a morning gathering designed to provide focus and balance to thezoom session for “Mindful Monday,” a morning gathering designed to provide focus and balance to the

work week, and continued with the opportunity for free professional headshots by UM Communicationswork week, and continued with the opportunity for free professional headshots by UM Communications

https://olemiss.edu/
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/
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Kritika GuptaKritika Gupta

Gagandeep SinghGagandeep Singh

photographers. On Tuesday, we encouragedphotographers. On Tuesday, we encouraged

postdocs to attend an afternoon meeting focusing onpostdocs to attend an afternoon meeting focusing on

the 7 habits of highly effective employees and thethe 7 habits of highly effective employees and the

evening presentation of the Oxford Science Café atevening presentation of the Oxford Science Café at

Heartbreak Coffee. Wednesday’s schedule offeredHeartbreak Coffee. Wednesday’s schedule offered

two seminars, namely “Inclusive Teaching Includestwo seminars, namely “Inclusive Teaching Includes

You Too” and “Meaningful Meetings,” as well as aYou Too” and “Meaningful Meetings,” as well as a

Mississippi Postdoctoral Association (MSPDA) lunchMississippi Postdoctoral Association (MSPDA) lunch

and discussion. Akin to the Graduate Student Council,and discussion. Akin to the Graduate Student Council,

the MSPDA is an organization the MSPDA is an organization ofof postdocs,  postdocs, forfor

postdocs. Thursday’s event was a Pastries-on-the-postdocs. Thursday’s event was a Pastries-on-the-

Porch event, a sweeter installment of the popularPorch event, a sweeter installment of the popular

Pizza-on-the-Porch, which offered a morning coffeePizza-on-the-Porch, which offered a morning coffee

klatch with the grad school deans. On Friday, a limited number of football tickets to the Tulsa game wereklatch with the grad school deans. On Friday, a limited number of football tickets to the Tulsa game were

made available to postdocs, a generous donation obtained from the Athletics Department, and eachmade available to postdocs, a generous donation obtained from the Athletics Department, and each

postdoc received a certificate of appreciation from the Graduate School signed by Dean Kluck andpostdoc received a certificate of appreciation from the Graduate School signed by Dean Kluck and

Provost Noel Wilkin. Finally, the week culminated in the game day tailgate hosted by the GraduateProvost Noel Wilkin. Finally, the week culminated in the game day tailgate hosted by the Graduate

School in the Circle, and the football team showed its appreciation by delivering a victory.School in the Circle, and the football team showed its appreciation by delivering a victory.

“National Postdoc Appreciation Week was a great way of interacting“National Postdoc Appreciation Week was a great way of interacting

with the diverse community of postdocs here at the University ofwith the diverse community of postdocs here at the University of

Mississippi,” said Gagandeep Singh, a postdoctoral researcher in theMississippi,” said Gagandeep Singh, a postdoctoral researcher in the

Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry and the current presidentDepartment of Chemistry and Biochemistry and the current president

of MSPDA. He continued, “such events help foster a sense ofof MSPDA. He continued, “such events help foster a sense of

community and camaraderie among postdocs who otherwise wouldcommunity and camaraderie among postdocs who otherwise would

rarely have the chance to interact with each other.”rarely have the chance to interact with each other.”

Jessica Pruett, a postdoc forJessica Pruett, a postdoc for

the National Center forthe National Center for

Natural Product Research,Natural Product Research,

spoke about her experience atspoke about her experience at

the University. “I decided tothe University. “I decided to

join UM as a postdoc becausejoin UM as a postdoc because

I was very excited about the project I would get to work on, inI was very excited about the project I would get to work on, in

which I get to apply my previous research in oyster reef ecologywhich I get to apply my previous research in oyster reef ecology

to help understand the effects of environmental stressors on earlyto help understand the effects of environmental stressors on early

oyster life in order to better inform oyster reef restoration efforts inoyster life in order to better inform oyster reef restoration efforts in

the Gulf of Mexico,” she said.the Gulf of Mexico,” she said.
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Jessica PruettJessica PruettThe Graduate School looks forward to future postdoctoralThe Graduate School looks forward to future postdoctoral

appreciation weeks and finding ways to continue to bolster support for this community on our campus.appreciation weeks and finding ways to continue to bolster support for this community on our campus.

https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/newsletter-winter-2022/2022-advancing-stem-scholarship-recipient/
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