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Mark Wilder, dean of the the Patterson School of
Accountancy, teaches a class at the University of
Mississippi. The accountancy school is ranked No. 10 in
the nation for undergraduate education by the Public
Accounting Report. UM photo by Robert Jordan.

Best of 2012 – #2: Ole Miss 2012 Gifts Demonstrate
‘Extraordinary’ Generosity; Giving Reflects Commitment
to Leadership in Academics and Athletics

DECEMBER 30, 2012 BY STAFF REPORT

OXFORD, Miss. – With the announcement
today of $122.6 million in fiscal 2012 private
support to the University of Mississippi,
donations to the state’s flagship university
achieved the second-highest year of giving in its
165-year history.

“This is an extraordinary demonstration of the
generosity and commitment of Ole Miss alumni
and friends,” Ole Miss Chancellor Dan Jones
said. “A tough economy makes this support
especially noteworthy, as donations from our
supporters came within $600,000 of the all-time
record ($123.2 million) set in 2002.”

Donors have directed a significant majority of 2012 gifts to support academic leadership and student
scholarships, Jones said. Support for athletics is up significantly, as well, due to the tremendous
support by fans for the university’s Forward Together campaign.

“These gifts are essential to delivering on our promise to Mississippi of national leadership in higher
education and service programs that advance our state,” Jones said. “The rewards of these donations
can be seen in the top faculty and staff who have been attracted to our commitment to leadership and
the national rankings and honors for so many of the educational opportunities offered at Ole Miss.”

Among programs honored for national leadership in 2012 are the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors
College, the Patterson School of Accountancy, the School of Business Administration, the School of
Law, the University of Mississippi Medical Center, the School of Pharmacy, and the Master of Fine Arts
in Creative Writing program, the forensic chemistry program and the Army ROTC department, all within
the College of Liberal Arts.

“Our supporters are seeing solid evidence of a tremendous return on their investments in Ole Miss,” said
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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Students work on a case during a problem-based
learning session in the new School of Pharmacy
building in Jackson. The school's students posted a
perfect pass rate last year on the North American
Pharmacist Licensure Examination. Photo by Jay
Ferchaud.

Wendell Weakley, president and CEO of the University of Mississippi Foundation. “Whether it is our
No. 1 ranking by Forbes in the five-state mid-
South region or our top 10 ranking in the United
States for our School of Accountancy, the
investments by our donors are paying huge
dividends. We deeply appreciate this continued
support, and we are thankful for the trust placed
in our university and our foundation.”

Private support in cash and realized gifts
increased nearly 40 percent from fiscal 2011 to
$80.4 million for the fiscal year ended June 30,
2012, Weakley said. New pledges receivable for
this period to be paid in future years tripled from
$7.1 million in fiscal 2011 to more than $21
million in fiscal 2012.

The fiscal 2012 total includes more than $38 million in gifts and pledges that are part of annual athletics
fundraising efforts and also gifts and pledge commitments to be received as part of the Forward Together
campaign. The campaign has surpassed the $65 million mark on its way to a goal of $150 million.

When combined with deferred and planned gifts committed in 2012, total private support was $122.6
million.
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