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2021 Mississippi Entrepreneurship Forum Set for April
13-14

FEBRUARY 12, 2021 BY STAFF REPORT

OXFORD, Miss. – Entrepreneurs, economic developers, innovators and future business owners will
converge virtually in April at the 2021 Mississippi Entrepreneurship Forum with the goal of learning more
about the climate and future of entrepreneurship in Mississippi.

The event, sponsored by the University of Mississippi’s McLean Institute for Public Service and
Community Engagement, will be hosted virtually for the first time April 13-14. Information on
registration and speakers will be released soon on the forum’s website.

“The Mississippi Entrepreneurship Forum provides a vital venue for entrepreneurs, economic developers,
innovators and future business owners,” UM Chancellor Glenn Boyce said. “It is especially impressive
how this event brings together colleges and universities to promote entrepreneurship, inform best
practices and discuss community and economic development in Mississippi.

“This collaborative approach is essential to priming the conditions and fostering the talent for the
emergence of breakthrough ideas that will lead Mississippi forward.”

Besides the entrepreneurship forum, an inaugural Student Business Pitch Competition also will be
hosted virtually April 13.

The forum is part of the Catalyzing Entrepreneurship and Economic Development initiative, funded by a
generous financial gift from the Robert M. Hearin Support Foundation. In its sixth year, the Mississippi
Entrepreneurship Forum will provide working opportunities for aspiring business owners and thriving
entrepreneurs to share practical and useful information about building a business.

Additionally, attendees will hear best practices of successful case studies and learn more about
resources and strategies available from institutions of higher education and other key organizations.

Panels on technology and innovation, student entrepreneurship and the state’s entrepreneurial
ecosystem also will be conducted on April 14.

Previous forums have been held in Clarksdale, Tupelo, Greenwood, Oxford and Jackson.

For more information about the 2021 Mississippi Entrepreneurship Forum, visit
https://meforum.olemiss.edu/, or contact J.R. Love at jrlove@olemiss.edu or Tasha Bibb at
tbibb@innovate.ms.

MEF planning committee members include:

Allyson Best of the University of Mississippi
JR. Love of the University of Mississippi
Tasha Bibb of Innovate Mississippi
John Brandon of Mississippi College
Marty Brock of Mississippi University for Women
Rochelle McGee-Cobbs of Mississippi Valley State University
Carolyn Davis of Alcorn State University
Christopher Lomax of Millsaps College
Saundra McFarland of Jackson State University
Lori Burke of ERDCWERX
Nash Nunnery of the Mississippi Development Authority
Jeffrey Rupp of Mississippi State University
Will Tabor of Belhaven University
James Wilcox of the University of Southern Mississippi
Glendscene Williams of Delta State University
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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