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Editors: About the Contributors

About the Contributors

LEsLYy-MARIE BUER is a doctorial candidate in the Department of
Anthropology at the University of Kentucky. She holds a graduate
certificate in Gender and Women’s Studies from the University of
Kentucky. Her primary research interests include women’s health,

substance abuse, and women’s lived experiences in Appalachia.

ANTHONY P. CAVENDER is a Professor of Anthropology at East Ten-
nessee State University. He specializes in the study of ethnomedicine
and has conducted research in the highlands of Ecuador, Southern
Appalachia, and Zimbabwe. He is the author of Folk Medicine in
Southern Appalachia (2003, University of North Carolina Press) and
coeditor of A Tennessee Folklore Sampler (2009, The University of
Tennessee Press).

Lisa CURTIN is a Professor of Psychology at Appalachian State Uni-

versity. She conducts research on rural mental health service delivery.

BriAN HOEY is an Associate Professor of Anthropology in the
Department of Sociology & Anthropology at Marshall University.
He received his BA in Human Ecology from the College of the
Atlantic and PhD in Anthropology from the University of Michigan.
His ethnographic research explores the social, cultural, and personal

impacts of economic restructuring through the lens of community,
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development, and phenomenon of lifestyle migration. In addition to
a continuing interest in career change, identity, and the moral mean-
ings of work, Hoey has a longstanding interest in the anthropology
of space and place and, in particular, the effects of built environ-
ments on human health. Hoey has published on these and other
subjects in the American Ethnologist, City and Society, Journal of
Anthropological Research, Journal of Contemporary Ethnography,
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, Ethnology, and several
book chapters, and his book Opting for Elsewhere (2014, Vanderbilt

University Press).

SaraH HOOVER is a native of Jonesborough, Tennessee. She earned
her bachelor’s degree in cultural anthropology from East Tennessee
State University in 2012 and her master’s degree in applied medical
anthropology from the University of Memphis in 2014. Sarah now
works in Knoxville, Tennessee, as a Research and Evaluation Assis-

tant with the Amputee Coalition.

SusanN E. KEErE is a Professor of Anthropology at Appalachian
State University. She is editor of Appalachian Cultural Competency:
A Guide for Medical, Mental Health and Social Service Professionals
(2005, University of Tennessee Press) and Participatory Development
in Appalachia: Cultural Identity, Community, and Sustainability
(2009, University of Tennessee Press).

LINDSEY KING is an Assistant Professor of Anthropology at East
Tennessee State University. Her research focuses on material culture
and most recently the material traditions found in religious pilgrim-
age. She is the author of Spiritual Currency in Northeast Brazil (2014,

University of New Mexico Press).
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Lisa J. LEFLER is a Medical Anthropologist and received her PhD
from The University of Tennessee, Knoxville, in 1966. She is cur-
rently Director of Culturally Based Native Health Programs at West-
ern Carolina University and is founder and Executive Director of the
Center for Native Health, Inc.

JamEs C. TOLLESON was born in San Rafael, California, and grew
up in Hendersonville, located in the mountains of western North
Carolina. He graduated from Davidson College (NC) in 2013 with
a BA in Ethnic Studies. His degree focused on environmental jus-
tice, education, and United States social history. Other formative
experiences include working with the Children’s Defense Fund’s
Freedom Schools Program, learning about the effects of poverty,
mass incarceration, and health inequity on young people growing
up in the United States. In Detroit, he worked with the Feedom Free-
dom Growers to understand how the urban agriculture movement
addressed food insecurity in historically underresourced African
American neighborhoods and promoted a vision of rebuilding the
city with justice and sustainability. Currently, he works with an
organization called FoodCorps in Greenwood, Mississippi, where he
has enjoyed building school gardens, working with young people,
and learning more about building a community movement for food

justice and health.
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