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EDITOR' S PREFACE 

This volume is a f i r s t  at tempt a t  e s t ab l i sh ing  a new t r a d i t i o n  f o r  
t h e  Rural Sociology Section of t he  Southern Association of Agr icu l tura l  
Sc i en t i s t s .  I n  the  past ,  we have compiled and published papers 
presented a t  the  annual meeting of t h e  Section. This is the  f i r s t  
ed i t i on  of what we hope w i l l  be a continuing scholar ly  journal  
devoted t o  the  concerns of southern r u r a l  soc io log i s t s ,  t h e i r  
research,  and the southern community-at-large. 

Instead of simply present ing,  a s  w e  have i n  t h e  past ,  t he  l a rge ly  
unedited papers presented a t  t he  annual meetings, we herein  present  
revis ions  of papers presented a t  t he  1983 annual meeting of t h e  
Section i n  Atlanta,  Georgia, which were submitted by t h e i r  au thors  
f o r  peer review and ed i t ing .  I be l ieve  t h i s  i nd i ca t e s  grea t  confidence 
on the  par t  of the  au thors  in t h i s  f l edg l ing  e f f o r t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
new professional  journal ,  confidence which I bel ieve t h i s  volume 
has met. 

These seven a r t i c l e s  cover a broad range of t op i c s  and i s sues  
cur ren t ly  under i nves t iga t ion  by the  profess iona ls  in our d i sc ip l ine .  
Nearly a l l  have t h e  reg iona l  o r i en t a t ion  you would expect t o  f ind  
i n  a  publ icat ion e n t i t l e d -  Southern Rural Sociology. We would hope, 
however, t h a t  these are no t  merely parochial  i n t e r e s t s .  I f  t h i s  
publ icat ion i s  t o  surv ive  f o r  many years  t o  come, i t  should continue 
t o  r e f l e c t  t h i s  regional  o r i e n t a t i o n  but ,  a s  with  t h i s  volume, have 
a p p l i c a b i l i t y  t o  l a r g e r  s o c i e t a l  concerns. 

I would l i k e  t o  thank seve ra l  people without whose he lp  t h i s  f i r s t  
volume would no t  be possible.  F i r s t ,  thanks are due t h e  host  of 
reviewers who spent  many hours of t h e i r  precious time poring over 
t he  manuscripts t h a t  I sen t  t o  them. Without t h e i r  gracious help,  
none of t h i s  could have happened. A l i s t  of these  s t e r l i n g  individuals  
follows t h i s  preface. 

I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  thank t h e  e n t i r e  membership of t he  Rural Sociol-ogy 
Section f o r  t h e  confidence they placed i n  me t o  t ack le  t he  t a sk  of 
pu t t ing  t h i s  p ro jec t  together.  I hope t h i s  and f u t u r e  i s sues  meet 
with approval. Any kudos earned by t h e  journal  must u l t imate ly  
be placed with  t he  Section membership f o r  i t s  d e s i r e  t o  have a 
t r u l y  dist inguished Section-sponsored publ icat ion.  John Dunkelberger 
and h i s  publ icat ions  committee deserve much of t h i s  c r e d i t .  

Final ly ,  I would l i k e  t o  thank t h e  rest of t h e  E d i t o r i a l  Board: 
Ron Wimberly, Howard Ladewig, and Bo Beaulieu. These people were 
i s l ands  of s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  chaos from which t h i s  publ ica t ion  emerged. 
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