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Students (left to right) Harleigh Huggins, David Rozier,
Zachary Mitchell, William Garrett and Colbert Lehr have
been named Outstanding Senior Leadership Award
recipients. Submitted photo by Ryan Upshaw

5 Students Selected for Outstanding Senior Leadership
Awards
All are members of Center for Manufacturing Excellence or Honors College

FEBRUARY 22, 2018 BY RYAN UPSHAW

Five seniors have been named recipients of the
2017-18 Outstanding Senior Leadership Award
from the University of Mississippi School of
Engineering.

Honorees are William Garrett of Greenfield,
Indiana; Harleigh Huggins of Oxford, Colbert
Lehr of Brandon, Zachary Mitchell of Moss Point
and David Rozier of Oxford. Each recipient was
selected through a competitive nomination
process in his or her respective department.

Nominations are based on the students’ records
of academic achievement, leadership,

professional development and community service. The students also delivered a presentation to the
selection committee about their undergraduate experiences while pursuing their engineering degrees.

“This year’s selection process was particularly difficult for the review committee,” said Dean Alexander
Cheng. “These five students rose to the top of an exceptional group of nominees from the senior class,
and we are always excited to celebrate the accomplishments of our students.”

A mechanical engineering major, Huggins has maintained a 4.0 GPA while also being a part of the
Haley Barbour Center for Manufacturing Excellence and the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College.
She has been extensively involved in engineering student organizations, having served as president of
Tau Beta Pi engineering honor society, the Collegiate Automotive Manufacturing Society and the
Society of Women Engineers.

Huggins also served as co-chair of the CME student advisory board and was selected for membership in
Phi Kappa Phi and Mortar Board societies. She also held two separate internships with ABB Inc. and
completed co-ops with BorgWarner and Toyota Motor Engineering & Manufacturing.

“I am honored and proud to be receiving this award, especially with all of the amazing students we have
graduating from the School of Engineering this year,” Huggins said. “I am grateful for all of the
opportunities that the Center for Manufacturing Excellence and the mechanical engineering department
have afforded me during my collegiate career. I look forward to representing the School of Engineering,
and I will do my best to reflect its excellence.”

In addition to the leadership award, Huggins was named the university’s representative to the
Mississippi Engineering Society’s Outstanding Senior award program in Jackson. After graduation, she
will assume a full-time position with ABB Inc.’s Manufacturing Engineering group in Senatobia.

Garrett, who is also pursuing a degree in mechanical engineering, is a member of the CME and has
maintained a 3.98 GPA. He has been an active member of Engineers Without Borders and Tau Beta Pi.
Garrett has also been selected for membership in Phi Kappa Phi, and served as house manager and
chaplain of his fraternity, Pi Kappa Alpha.

He held internships with Ingersoll Rand and Rolls Royce North America, and completed two separate
co-ops with South Mississippi Electric Power Association in Batesville and Viking Range in Greenwood.
Garrett has accepted a full-time position with Milwaukee Tool at one of its Mississippi locations.

An electrical engineering major, Lehr served as Engineering Student Body president during the 2016-17
academic year and has served as a member of the ESB Leadership Council for four years. He also
represented the School of Engineering at the National Association of Engineering Student Councils
Conference, as well as the PULSE Leadership Conference in 2016.
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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Having maintained a 3.98 GPA, Lehr has been selected for membership in a variety of honor societies,
including Omicron Delta Kappa, Lambda Sigma, Mortar Board, Tau Beta Pi and Phi Kappa Phi. He has
volunteered extensively with the FIRST Robotics program, serving as a team mentor and referee for the
event. Lehr also completed two internships with Raytheon Space and Airborne Systems in Forest.

He plans to return to Raytheon full time after graduation and to complete a master’s degree in electrical
engineering while employed.

Mitchell, a general engineering major, is a member of the Honors College and has maintained a 3.91
GPA. He serves as vice president of the Biomedical Engineering Society and the Youth Movement
Against Alzheimer’s. Mitchell is also a member of the Engineering Student Body Leadership Council
and active with Sigma Nu fraternity. He has been selected for membership in Tau Beta Pi and Phi
Kappa Phi and has volunteered in the emergency room at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Oxford.

Mitchell has also served as both a teaching assistant and a research assistant in the Department of
Biology. He is working on his honors thesis, titled “Nonlinear Analysis of Postural Stability in
Postmenopausal Women and Its Relationship to Estrogen Deficiency.” After graduation, Mitchell plans
to attend medical school.

A member of the Honors College and the CME, Rozier maintained a 4.0 GPA in chemical engineering
and completed his honors thesis in 2017. He was named a Taylor Medalist in 2016 and received Who’s
Who honors in 2017. Rozier also received the Outstanding Chemical Engineering Student Award in
2015, 2016 and 2017. He serves on the CME student advisory board and has been selected for
membership in Phi Kappa Phi, Omicron Delta Kappa and Tau Beta Pi. He is also an active member of
Sigma Nu.

Rozier completed three summer internships: two with International Paper in Vicksburg and one with 3M
in Decatur, Alabama, as well as a co-op with ExxonMobil in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. After graduation,
he will return to International Paper as a full-time process engineer.
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