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between the lines

THE OLE MISS 2019

Lines on a messy page of notes
Lines of commencement chairs in the green Grove
Lines of cars in the parking lot
Lines for $8 drinks when the game is too hot
Lines outside the Lyric to see a show
Lines for coffee, in need of espresso

Lines out the door, a store’s surprise sale
Lines, really bars, a balcony rail
Lines of text, read the campus news
Lines of hands raised, Paris-Yates’ pews

Lines on the board, drawn by students, engineers someday
Lines, spoken, entertained at a play

Line drive at Swayze, score the run
Lines of seats where the showers are always fun
Lines, a frame, white, crackly windowpane
Lines from above, rooftops in the rain
Lines, checkered floors, books hard and paperback
Lines in the Union, waiting on a snack

Lines of tulips, arranged neatly in a row
Details of a school that you hope you’ll always know

The truth is that with time, places and faces fade. We forget
bits of the magic that compose this precious place. This book
was created with you in mind - your school, your town, your
place, your time. We hope you'll turn each page and uncover the
memories that need refreshing, be reminded of the ones that
are still crystal clear. We hope this book teaches you, but still
commemorates your year.

CAMPUS

ACADEMICS

CULTURE

PAGE 8 // 20 Years of Croft.
What Makes a Grove Tent? Miss
Mississippi 2018. Greeks Doing
Good. UM Fashion Society.

PAGE 76 // Automotive
Manufacturing. Biomedical
Engineering. Virtual Reality
Classrooms. New Arabic Program.

PAGE 124 // Meet Oxford’s
Mayor. A Guide to the Square.
The Party Didn’t Stop. Oxford
Lovepacks. One Night Stand.

PEOPLE
PAGE 154 // First UM Female
Rhodes Scholar. Meet Mr. & Mrs.
Ole Miss. Hall of Fame. Who’s
Who at UM. Class Portraits.

ATHLETICS
PAGE 220 // Equestrian.
New Basketball Coaches. SEC
Champs in Baseball. The Ole Miss
Hockey Team & Library Cards.

SPONSORS
PAGE 220 // Pride of the South.
UM Tupelo. UM Desoto. The Columns
Society. Student Activities Association.
Associated Student Body.

campus

A LETTER FROM
THE INTERIM
CHANCELLOR
MEGAN SUTTLES

THE

UNIVERSITY of

Mississippi
Office of the Chancellor

Dear students,

It’s an honor to write you as interim chancellor of the University of Mississippi. As an
Oxford native, graduate of our nationally ranked Patterson School of Accountancy, and UM
administrator for more than 20 years, this university has always been such a big part of
my life. In fact, I credit my UM degree and experiences as laying the foundation for the
opportunities that brought me full circle to interim chancellor.
You will treasure this yearbook and all the memories captured from the past year. We’re
especially grateful to editor MacKenzie Ross and the entire yearbook staff for producing a
vibrant chronicle of the 2018-19 academic year. Congratulations on a great job! MacKenzie
is a fellow Oxford native, and I’m thrilled that the theme of this yearbook is “Between the
Lines.” The theme is focused on the hidden gems on campus and refers to many of the
characters, notable events and local flavor that make Oxford America’s greatest college
town. You will find stories and photos of some of the wonderful people and experiences that
will mark your memories of your time on our beautiful campus.
Some of the highlights of the past year include welcoming our 26th Rhodes Scholar,
raising more than $250,000 at RebelTHON for the Blair E. Batson Children’s Hospital,
celebrating our online MBA program for its top 10 ranking and hosting U.S. Secretary of
Veterans Affairs Robert L. Wilkie Jr. on campus during Warrior Week. The Croft Institute for
International Studies also marked its 20th anniversary.

You are one of 23,258 students across all six of our campuses. We pledge to work every
day to continue serving our students, building our national profile and attracting future
Rebels who will discover the same special connection to this university that you and I now
share.
To the class of 2019, congratulations! I can’t wait to see all the ways in which you will
make our world a better place. To our returning students, you have achieved great things
this year, and we look forward to creating more memories with you. We will all cherish this
yearbook as a wonderful memento of this time at Ole Miss.

Hotty Toddy,

Larry D. Sparks
Interim Chancellor

CAMPUS |
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Larry Sparks

Ross Bjork

Katrina Caldwell

J.R. (Josh) Gladden

INTERIM CHANCELLOR

VICE CHANCELLOR FOR
INTERCOLLEGIATE
ATHLETICS

VICE CHANCELLOR FOR
DIVERSITY & COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

VICE CHANCELLOR FOR
RESEARCH & SPONSORED
PROGRAMS

Sue Keiser

Brandi Hephner LaBanc

Erica McKinley

Charlotte Parks

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE
CHANCELLOR

VICE CHANCELLOR FOR
STUDENT AFFAIRS

CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER &
GENERAL COUNSEL

VICE CHANCELLOR FOR
DEVELOPMENT

Kirk Purdom

Perry Sansing

Noel W. Wilkin

LouAnn Woodward, M.D.

Jim Zook

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
ALUMNI AFFAIRS

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO
THE CHANCELLOR FOR
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

PROVOST & EXECUTIVE VICE
CHANCELLOR FOR ACADEMIC
AFFAIRS

VICE CHANCELLOR FOR
HEALTH AFFAIRS, DEAN
OF THE SCHOOL OF
MEDICINE UMMC

CHIEF MARKETING &
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
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The Board of Trustees of the Mississippi

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING

Dr. Alfred Rankins, Jr.

Shane Hooper

Hal Parker

COMMISSIONER

PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

Tom Duff

Dr. Ford Dye

Ann H. Lamar

Bruce Martin

Dr. Alfred E. McNair, Jr.

Chip Morgan

Steven Cuningham

Jeanne Carter Luckey

Gee Ogletree

Dr. J. Walt Starr
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KEVIN BAIN, OLE MISS DIGITAL IMAGING SERVICES
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ARIEL COBBERT

PHOTO

|

BILLY SCHUERMAN

OPPOSITE: Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter welcomes attendees during the UM History and Context Plaque Ceremony at the Ford Center in March
2018. TOP: Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter presents the 2017 Elsie M. Hood Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award to Ann Monroe, assistant dean
and associate professor of teacher education in the UM School of Education, during Honors Convocation ceremonies April 5, 2018 at the Ford
Center. BOTTOM LEFT: Chancellor Vitter takes a selfie in front of the Union. Vitter participated in many events as a part of welcome week in
2016. BOTTOM RIGHT: Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter expresses his grievences with the additional sanctions laid out by the COI in early 2016.
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A VITTER
FAREWELL
Story by Mackenzie Ross

PHOTO

|

MARLEE CRAWFORD

fter serving for three years as Chancellor at the
University of Mississippi, Dr. Jeffrey Vitter stepped
down earlier this year. Vitter continues as a tenured
professor in the University’s School of Engineering
Department of Computer and Information Science.
“Dr. Vitter has made substantial contributions to the
University of Mississippi during his three years as chancellor,”
State College Board President Shane Hooper said in a
statement. “His leadership has moved the University
forward in numerous ways, and we are grateful for his
service.”
Vitter was selected as the 17th chancellor of the University
in October 2015 after a controversial decision made by
the state College Board to not renew the contract of thenChancellor Dan Jones. While serving the University, Vitter
tackled tough issues including NCAA allegations against the
University’s football program, “Occupy the Lyceum,” a student
movement to protest the University’s lack of reaction to a
racist Facebook comment made by a student in 2016 and
more recently, the Facebook post of UM donor Ed Meek.
With a busy three years, Vitter reflected on his time as
Chancellor in a farewell letter sent to members of the Ole Miss
community.

A

“There are so many experiences and memories from the
past three years that Sharon and I will always cherish,” said
Vitter. “No one has ever enjoyed a better first day on a new job
as we watched from the sidelines as the Rebels won the Sugar
Bowl in my hometown of New Orleans. We have been blessed
to enjoy so many amazing performances by our faculty and
students in Carnegie Hall, our great Gertrude Ford Center,
and other venues across campus. I was fortunate to lead
the University when we welcomed superb commencement
speakers in Tom Brokaw, Jon Meacham and Walter Isaacson.
And, I will always smile when thinking about my walk one
afternoon across a large campo in Venice, Italy while wearing
an Ole Miss cap, when all of a sudden came a distant call:
‘Hotty Toddy!”’
Though his time as Chancellor was short, Vitter leaves
behind a legacy, adding to our University and the beauty
of campus with multiple construction projects. He also
walked the University through a cultural transition, reacting
to comments in the peak of social media, hiring new faculty
and staff, including the first Vice Chancellor for Diversity and
Community Engagement and installing six contextualization
plaques for campus elements. Chancellor Vitter's actions and
changes will be appreciated for many years to come.

CAMPUS |
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WHERE PASSION
MEETS PURPOSE
VICE CHANCELLOR REMINDS STUDENTS THAT
FAILURE IS NOT PERMANENT
Story by Asia Harden

failure is important."
oes finding your passion lead to success? For
Through her shortcomings, she has learned that
Dr. Brandi Hephner LaBanc, it did. According to
“sometimes it’s a game of patience in life.” However, she also
Dr. Brandi Hephner LaBanc, Vice Chancellor for
credits a lot of her success to her work ethic, determination,
Student Affairs and Associate Professor of Higher
self-awareness and the advice of the many people who have
Education, her professional career had a rocky start. LaBanc,
helped her along the way.
a first-generation college student and Lisbon, Ohio native,
She continued to highlight the importance of “finding
obtained her undergraduate degree in accountancy from
those folks who will continually lift you up and will continually
University of Akron.
say ‘that was a really bad idea’ and be really real with you.”
Regarding her first job as a tax accountant, LaBanc noted
“That’s really valuable to me in my life that I’ve got
that, "I didn’t really know what I missed, but I knew I didn't
someone
who will push me when I’m resting on my laurels,
love what I was doing.” Thus, like any other sensible, young
tell me what I don’t want to hear when I don't want to hear
professional, she went back to school in search of something
it, and will also encourage me as my biggest champion.”
more. An abundance of advice and one awkward conversation
LaBanc explained.
with her parents later, she enrolled at Kent State University
where she worked to obtain her master’s degree in Higher
Education.
LaBanc has been at the University of Mississippi for the
past seven years, and her current role as Vice Chancellor
of Student Affairs includes overseeing three primary areas
on campus: enrollment, student success and wellness and
student life. “We deal with students outside of the classroom
from enrollment to landing that job,” she explained.
For LaBanc, she has found that helping others is what
motivates her and is where she has found her passion. “I do
love what I do.” she said.
Despite the bumpy start of her journey towards success,
LaBanc feels that she is exactly where she is meant to be,
saying that for her, Ole Miss “means home.”
LaBanc is no stranger to reaching towards an ideal self.
To get to this point in her career, she has overcome many
obstacles. From ending up in a career she was unhappy
However her biggest life advice is to "find what truly
with to going back to school and realizing her passion, she
makes you happy,” recalling that as a tax accountant, she
has made an effort to fight for the things she wants in life.
didn’t love her job.
Despite all the situations that have been both in and out of
“It’s good to have goals, but at the end of the day being
her control, LaBanc looks back on her life experiences as
adaptable and understanding the challenges and blessings
instances from which she can learn.
that come along are there for a reason and going with it,” she
"There have been multiple times where I’ve made major
said.
mistakes, and I think that you have to go through that,”
In a world that says a mediocre life is good enough,
LaBanc said. “Failure is the best thing that refines you and
LaBanc is a shining example that if you follow your passions,
teaches you...and we're so afraid of it and to talk about it, but
anything is possible.

D

“WHAT OLE MISS MEANS TO ME ARE
THE PEOPLE,” SHE SAID. “WHEN I
CAME HERE, IT WAS MORE THAN JUST
THE JOB. IT WAS AN OPPORTUNITY
TO ENGAGE IN A PLACE THAT HAS
STRONG COMMUNITY AND STRONG
SENSE OF SELF. AT LEAST, IN A SELF
WE WANT TO BE.”
- Dr. Brandi Hephner LaBanc

CAMPUS |
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CREATING CHANGE
VICE CHANCELLOR HELPS UNIVERSITY MOVE
TOWARD A MORE DIVERSE FUTURE
Story by Brittany Brown

She began her work right away and became
atrina Caldwell joined the Ole Miss
the graduate assistant for the Assistant Dean
family in January 2017 as the first Vice
of Minority Affairs at the University of Illinois at
Chancellor for Diversity and Community
Chicago.
Engagement and has made her mark as
one of the University’s most prominent leaders.“(I) used that as sort of an apprenticeship
for understanding diversity, equity, inclusion...
Caldwell’s position was created by the
understanding student retention, persistence
University of Mississippi after a few incidents had
issues, trying to understand climates that were
occurred on campus and outside consultants
conducive for student success,” Caldwell said.
were brought in “to help the campus move
She soon ascended to Assistant Dean of
forward," Caldwell said.
Minority Affairs at the University of Illinois at
Caldwell’s role as the University’s chief
Chicago.
expert on diversity covers a variety of issues on
As she continued professional career, Caldwell
campus, “from the way people treat each other
served as Director of Adult Student Affairs and
to our representation on campus," she said.
Director of the Center for Intercultural Programs
But, she hasn’t always professionally pursued
at DePaul University. Immediately before coming
diversity and inclusivity in student affairs. In fact,
to Mississippi, she was Assistant Vice President
Caldwell wanted to be an English professor.
for Diversity and Equity at Northern Illinois
Caldwell earned her bachelor’s degree in
University.
English literature at Spelman College, and she
In almost 25 years of working with diversity in
earned her master’s and doctoral degrees in
student affairs, Caldwell has remained steadfast
English literature at the University of Illinois at
in her commitment to equity and inclusion. She
Chicago.
said one of the biggest lessons she’s learned
While she was pursuing her Ph.D., she worked
throughout it all is to not focus on individual
with students on English composition and their
change - but to focus on the larger issues - and
exposure to college in the TRIO Program at the
to do so with tenacity and determination.
University of Illinois at Chicago. It was then her
"To be successful, you must focus on
professional path shifted to focus on diversity,
structural change,” Caldwell said. “This work is
inclusivity and equity in educational settings.
not for the faint of heart... You can sometimes
“That just changed everything for me,”
feel like you can’t please anybody, even your
Caldwell said. “After that summer, I was no
allies, but you have to continue to focus on the
longer interested in...becoming a professor. I
why you do this work. I do this work primarily
really wanted to work on programs that would
because of our young people.”
help bridge that gap for students."

K
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MULTIPLE EVENTS SPARKED A CONVERSATION
ABOUT RELOCATING THE CONFEDERATE STATUE
Story by Daniel Payne, Justin Dial & Josh Clayton

he Confederate monument in the Circle, which was erected in 1906, has
been the focal point of the University’s ongoing debates about Confederate
symbolism on campus for years. In 1962, James Meredith’s integration
drew racist rioters to the statue's base. In 2016, then-chancellor Jeffrey
Vitter proposed a contextualization plaque but, this solution would not satisfy all of
the UM community. Students Against Social Injustice marched in the fall to protest
the statue. This demonstration led to the escalation of events in the spring.
In just 10 days, public scrutiny of the statue’s prominence intensified. Three
campus demonstrations in support of removing the monument and one highly
publicized protest in opposition to its removal occurred over three days. Nearly a
week of heightened controversy was overshadowed in just 63 seconds as eight Ole
Miss men’s basketball players knelt during the national anthem.

T
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FEBRUARY 14
University and UPD release
statements notifying students and
employees of groups protesting the
removal of Confederate symbolism
on campus to be held on Feb. 23.

FEBRUARY 19
Senior marketing major Will Pipes
organizes counterprotest to run
concurrent to pro-confederate
protest; it is ultimately canceled due
to safety concerns.

<-FEBRUARY 20
University holds public forum
answering community questions
about the pro-confederate protest.

▼FEBRUARY 21
Chancellor Sparks and Provost
Wilkin release a statement. Student
minority groups hold Black History
Month march going from Lamar
Hall to the Circle.

CAMPUS I
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FEBRUARY 22 ►
Students Against Social Injustice (SASI)
hold a march from the Triplett Alumni
Center to the statue.

FEBRUARY 23 ▼
Pro-Confederate march is held that goes
from the Square to the Circle.

PHOTO |

DANIEL PAYNE

Photo | Megan Suttles

PHOTO |
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CHRISTIAN JOHNSON

Photo | Nathanael Gabler / The Oxford Eagle via AP

^FEBRUARY 23
Devontae Shuler and seven other Ole Miss
basketball players kneel during the national
anthem prior to the game against Georgia. On
February 27, Kermit Davis and Terence Davis
field questions about the players' protest at
the postgame press conference following the
Rebels’ loss to Tennessee.

◄ MARCH 5

PHOTO

|

DEVNA BOSE

The proposed resolution to relocate the
Confederate monument from the Circle to
the Confederate cemetery passed Associated
Student Body senate unanimously. The Graduate
Council and Faculty Senate also voted in favor of
relocating the monument.

CAMPUS I
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OF CROFT
SENDING STUDENTS ON
INTERNATIONAL ADVENTURES
Story by Jordan Malone

he Croft Institute for International Studies building is not one that
many Ole Miss students walk into. Unless you study one of the
University’s offered languages or major in International Studies, it
might seem unfamiliar. But what is inside that building is an education
that has for 20 years, transcended the borders of Mississippi and the
United States.
Croft is a place where students are taught to look beyond the horizons
of their local community and create, research and critique solutions on
a global scale. As of the year 2018, Croft hosts 215 students. In the past
20 years, the Croft Institute has sent over 500 alumni on international
adventures that have led to many domestic and international careers.
With graduates working in places such as Denmark, China, Swaziland and
France, the Croft Institute for International Studies has contributed to a
transnational exchange between the University of Mississippi and the rest
of the world.
To celebrate 20 years of fostering a unique international education, the
Croft Institute invited alumni to return; and together with current students
and administration, recognized and honored the milestones of Croft. A
building with so much history now symbolizes a continuing goal of global
awareness.
“The support system Croft offers and the friendships are my favorite
part," says Megan Krynen, a senior, majoring in Italian and International
Studies. “I am friends with everyone in my classes. We’re always working
together and giving each other advice. During this pursuit, it's like we’re
all bonded together.”
Croft’s support system and network are both unique and strong as
they only continue to grow each year. The members of faculty share their
knowledge and passions and also give constant opportunities for alumni
to do the same, through speaker panels and lectures.
Studying a new language and living in a foreign country can be a
life-changing experience. It is the goal of the Croft Institute to use these
actions to create global citizens out of its students. It wishes for its
students to live rich, fulfilling lives as well as have a positive impact on
the world.
Regardless of what profession alumni end up in, the hope is that,
with a degree in International Studies, they will learn to look at the world
differently and possess the skills needed to create positive change.

T
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MEGAN SUTTLES

‘CALLING IT
AS I SEE IT’
ARCHITECT SETS THE
SCENE FOR REBELS TO COME
Story by Maddie McGee

Photo | Mackenzie Ross

here's a magic about the campus that draws
people to Ole Miss. A perfect blend of historic
buildings like the Lyceum and Ventress Hall
coupled with state-of-the-art facilities like the
new Student Union and the Pavilion. That magic is
Ian Banner, University Architect and Director of Facilities
Planning, strives to maintain as he and his team work to
adapt an ever-growing university.
Banner has overseen the development and
construction of countless projects since he arrived on
campus in 2004. No matter how big or small the project,
if it involves a campus building, it has likely passed across
Banner’s desk.
"When I walk into the office in the morning, who
knows where the day is going to go,” he said.
Whether it’s presenting new ideas to University
administration, meeting contractors on job sites or
tending to issues like roof leaks or new carpets, Banner
is involved with anything and everything relating to the
campus’s structural developments.
Born in England, coming to Mississippi was a “happy
accident.”
"My life had a habit of unfolding in an unplanned way,
which is a bit ironic for someone who professes to be a
planner,” he said.
In 1981, while in college, Banner visited the United
States as part of a student exchange program. When he
returned in 1985, he accepted an architecture position in
Starkville.
“I finished work in London on a Friday afternoon, and
I started work in Starkville on a Monday morning, which
was an interesting shock," he said.
From there, he became a tenured professor at
Mississippi State University, then transitioned back to
working in private practice before he accepted his position
at Ole Miss in 2004.
In the 14 years Banner has spent in Oxford, he has
worked on numerous major projects including the building
of the Robert C. Khayat Law Center, the renovation of
Lamar Hall, the construction of the Pavilion and current
projects like the Student Union and the South Campus
Recreation and Transportation Hub.
“I’m proud of that building because it’s the ultimate
recycling project,” he said of the South Campus
Recreation and Transportation Hub. “You might recycle
something like a paper bag or plastic bag, but for this
project, we recycled almost 200,000 square feet of
building and gave it a new life."
Banner uses ‘The Master Plan,’ a document he
developed which charts the next thirty years of planned
growth of university infrastructure. Renovations on the
Student Union were part of that plan, a building that
Banner said people have always loved to hate.

T

“When the Student Union is finished and opened up,
I’m going to be modest here and say that it’s not going to
be the biggest outdoor porch in the South, but the biggest
outdoor porch in the galaxy,” he said. “The beautiful part
what
of living in the South is that you can inhabit the inside
of a building and the outside of the building which is
something you can’t do in Northern Europe very often.
We’ve got this great space which is not quite indoor and
not quite outdoor and it’s the southern porch.”
One of the most challenging parts of the job is
keeping up with growth of the University. Banner and
his team have had to work on planning ways to expand
the infrastructure as the student population grows. They
determined that in order to house up to 30,000 students,
the University would need to expand by about two million
square feet.
“You can bury two million square feet of additional
buildings on this campus very easily,” he said. “It is more
wise to think about infilling campus, without going into
new territory which would mean cutting down old forests
or disturbing wildlife.”

“MY LIFE HAD A HABIT OF
UNFOLDING IN AN UNPLANNED WAY,
WHICH IS A BIT IRONIC FOR SOMEONE
WHO PROFESSES TO BE A PLANNER.”
- Ian Banner
When he’s not planning for the future of the
University’s infrastructure, Banner spends time indulging
in one of his favorite passions: soccer.
“I love Leicester City,” he said. “It’s my hometown,
and I’m still crazy about them. I try to be responsible
about it."
He also serves as a referee for local high school
soccer games.
“I get to do a lot of Oxford and Lafayette high school
games, and I know there are people up there watching
those games that I work with every day, so I just have
to put that out of my mind and make the call,” he said.
“Honestly it sounds a little corny, but you have to call it
the way you see it. It’s how we have to do it here at the
office, so I’ll go to Larry Sparks or the chancellor and I’ll
do my best to call it the way I see it."
Five years ago, Athletics Director Ross Bjork asked
Banner to commentate on the SEC Network for Ole Miss
women’s soccer games. He’s been doing it ever since.
“I love doing it," he said. “I want to stay in touch with
the game that I love as long as I can."

CAMPUS |

27

Olivia Sewell and Delaney
Cavanaugh had their
dorm room in Martin Hall
profesionally designed when
they moved to campus.
PHOTOS

|
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MAKING A HOME
THE BEST DECORATIONS ARE COMFORT AND
STYLE WHEN IT COMES TO DORM DECOR
Story by Landis Llewelyn

orm rooms at the University of Mississippi are known across the
country for being extremely over-the-top and luxurious. In fact,
pictures of some dorm rooms have gone viral and ended up on sites
such as Pinterest and Southern Living.

D

These rooms are nothing short of fabulous. Students have brought in
countless throw pillows, fur rugs and even chandeliers. However, these
impressive transformations do not happen overnight. Students spend many
months planning for these perfectly matched rooms.
As part of the first year experience, incoming freshman at the University of
Mississippi are required to live in the dorms. Freshmen call home to one of 15
residence halls on the Oxford campus.

Sophomore Corbin Spencer reminisces about her freshman dorm
experience with her roommate Laurel Lee.

“Planning our colors, picking out furniture and shopping for accessories
was such a fun experience and a way for Laurel and I to grow even closer. My
favorite part of the room was the gold, shaggy rug between our beds because
it was a focal point and so incredibly soft!”
Traditional dorm rooms are the option that the majority of freshmen choose
and include separate buildings for male and female students. There are three
different options available to incoming freshmen when choosing the style of
their dorm room — traditional, contemporary and the residential colleges.
“I wanted our dorm room to be a place that felt inviting, comforting and
reflected our personalities. Instead of coming home to a small, bland room
the size of a shoebox each day after class, I felt as if I came back to a smaller
version of home," said Lee.
Students like Spencer and Lee at the University of Mississippi have taken
it upon themselves to turn drab, boring dorm rooms into spaces that reflect
their style and make them feel at home.

Some students rely on their favorite items from home to transform their
new space, and freshman Anna Shelby Johnston claims her most important
items in the dorm are a necessity.
“I brought my own pillows from home, so that makes my bed feel even
better. Honestly, the one thing I couldn’t live without in here is my fan.”
While sparkling, mirrored tabletops and fur throws make a room look
exceptional, the cozy necessities really make students feel at home.
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END OF AN ERA:
KAPPA ALPHA THETA
SORORITY CLOSES DOORS AFTER
ALMOST 40 YEARS ON CAMPUS
Story by Sarah Smith

appa Alpha Theta was founded in 1870 at DePauw,
formerly Indiana Asbury. At the time of the
founding, the mostly male university had fraternities
for men but none for women.
First founder Bettie Locke tried to join her classmates’
greek letter fraternity but was ultimately rejected. Locke
decided to start her own fraternity exclusively for women after
some encouragement of her father.
Bettie Locke, Bettie Lindsey, Alice Brant and Hannah
Shaw formed Kappa Alpha Theta, a Greek letter fraternity
for women. At the beginning the founders’ main goals
were: designing a badge, writing a constitution, bylaws
and identifying potential members which they believed
were “women of outstanding character determined to excel
academically.”
This feminist frat spread countrywide until it made its way
all the way down to Oxford, Miss, where the Epsilon Zeta
chapter was founded in 1979, with their house completed in
1980.
The University of Mississippi’s chapter, Epsilon Zeta was
known for hosting one of the largest philanthropic events
in Oxford and University, Theta Encore. The event was a
dance competition for young women involved in Greek life to
perform and sell tickets to raise money for Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA).
For the sisters of this chapter, it wasn’t about parties or
events, it was about helping each other and building better
women and leaders for tomorrow. It was about being a part
of a community that would eventually become pillars of the
community in the workplace.
"I don’t feel like I chose Theta,” Theta member Hannah
Hurdle stated. “I feel like Theta chose me because they saw
something in me that I didn’t yet see in myself at that time.”
From everything from age to race, lifestyle or location,

K
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there were no barriers in Theta. Taylor Knipp, a member of
the pledge class of 2015, said that organization had a vast
amount of women from all over the country who proudly wore
the KAO letters.
“I would say one word for Theta is diversity,” said Knipp.
“We had a lot of different personalities and backgrounds.”
All these moments and memories led to a very saddening
day for the EZ chapter. On November 1, 2018, EZ received
a letter from nationals about the closure due to “low
recruitment.”

“I DON’T FEEL LIKE I CHOSE
THETA, I FEEL LIKE THETA
CHOSE ME BECAUSE THEY
SAW SOMETHING IN ME
THAT I DIDN’T YET SEE IN
MYSELF AT THAT TIME.”
- Hannah Hurdle
Ole Miss has fought the closure with sadness, but this has
also reunited many of the alumnae according to Hurdle. She
said that the alumnae and current students reunited due to
the closure.
Theta was a loved part of the Ole Miss family; they will be
missed, they will be remembered. We will remember them as
the girls who strove to make a campus better through making
themselves better. Thank you, Theta, for the memories.
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Top: Students volunteer to help freshmen move belongings into their new dorm. Middle: Student Activities Association member Ryoma Thomas talks
to a student on campus in “Ballpit with Strangers.” Bottom: Students stand in line to get free snocones.
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WELCOME
WEEK 2018

PHOTOS
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Artist Sam Mooney opens for the band American Authors in the Grove during the annual Welcome Back concert.
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‘GO AHEAD GUYS’
CROSSING GUARD HELPS STUDENTS MAKE IT SAFELY
ACROSS THE STREET WHILE INSPIRING KINDNESS
Story by Brittany Brown

veryday approximately 20,000 students
a contract with the Department of Parking and
Transportation and University Police. Every day, there
rush across campus to get to class, to
lunch in the Union or to their next meeting.
are five different crossing guards on campus and
The intersection between Barnard Hall
over a dozen on game days to keep pedestrians safe.
and Farley Hall is one of the busiest crosswalks on Patrick Woods, the owner of Woods Security, said,
"It was a pretty easy choice” to hire Wilkerson after
campus, and one man makes sure that students,
hearing positive recommendation from then-assistant
faculty and staff are safe in their on-foot commutes
UPD chief Ray Hawkins.
across campus.
"(Stephen) came in and filled out the application,"
Stephen Wilkerson has been the crossing guard
Woods said. “Once I talked to the chief, I called
between Farley, Barnard and the Grove for over a
(Stephen) up the next day, and I'm like ‘Look, what
year and said he loves his job.
day can you start?'."
"I try to protect the kids when they change classes
Wilkerson works Monday through Friday from
at my crosswalk (and) try to ensure their safety,”
7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the rain, snow, sleet or
Wilkerson said.
shine and affectionately calls his space of work, “his
Wilkerson is a retired parks and recreation
crosswalk.”
employee and started working again after he got
“The way I was brought up, whether you got
bored at home.
a little sniffle or a little cough, you go to work,”
“I’m used to going to work. You can only cut so
Wilkerson said.
much grass, and you can only clean the house so
Wilkerson connects with many students in
many times. Then, it gets boring," Wilkerson said.
passing. Although the crossing guard is a small part
He began looking for an outdoor job, and
of a student’s day, many kindly greet him, and some
that’s when he reached out to Woods Security for
even build a personal relationship with him.
the crossing guard opening. Woods Security has
Wilkerson said he has gone fishing with students
and has even had some students over for dinner.
His mantra is to treat people the way you want to be
treated.
“I have kids of my own... I want somebody looking
after my kids when I’m not around, and that’s the
way I look at it," Stephen Wilkerson said. “I don’t
know the backgrounds of students; I could care less.
A kid’s a kid.”

E
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AN OLE MISS
FAMILY
UNIVERSITY EMPLOYEES MAKE IT THEIR MISSION TO
MAKE STUDENTS FEEL AT HOME
Story by Mackenzie Ross

Dorothy Turner
Rebel Market Cashier
When you first walk in the Rebel Market, you may be
overwhelmed with the crowds of people or the food options, but
as you check in, you’re greeted by a smiling face. That’s Ms.
Dorothy. For the past eight years, she has been brightening the
moods of students as they grab breakfast, lunch or dinner.
“My favorite part of the day is when everybody’s in here, and
you just go around and start talking to people,” said Turner.
“They’re hollering at me ‘Hey, Ms. Dot!' And you know what? I’m
giving them a little short talk and seeing if everything okay with
them.”
Whether it’s a good or bad day, she’s there to greet each
one of the hundreds of students she sees each day. She says
her favorite memories are making an impact on student’s lives,
lifting up their spirits.
“I had this particular girl, and she seemed like she was
down," said Turner. “I said, 'Baby, what’s wrong?’ I gave her a
hug and I said, ‘Whatever it is, it’s going to be alright.”’
Employees like Turner do more than just their job description.
They go above and beyond to ensure students are cared for with
love.
“I encourage all of them to keep going no matter how hard
it is,” said Turner. “At the end of the day when you get that
diploma, it all will be well worth it.”
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No matter where you look - the law school to athletics,
education to engineering, the student union to the stadiums,
the greatest asset Ole Miss has is its people. Students, faculty,
staff, alumni and even visitors collectively agree time and time
again - it’s the people that make Ole Miss great. Although there
are too many stories to be told in this book alone, here are a few
campus favorites that will be remembered for years to come for
their service, attitude and kindness.
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Christina Streeter
Library Specialist
On the bottom floor of the library, you have probably walked
passed the Idea Lab many times. Did you know that they offer
3D printing, sewing and robotics workshops? Christina Streeter is
there to greet you with enthusiasm.
“These are all beginner and introductory workshops," said
Streeter. “We’re trying to get people together to collaborate
because we have a lot of people from different parts of campus
that would love to create inventions, but they don’t necessarily
have the skills or the time to learn.”

can find him throwing up the Phi Mu hand sign with members at
events or just giving them a hug when it looks like they have had
a long day.
When asked if there are certain members that stick out to
him over the years, he brings up alum Robyn Tannehill. He
smiles as he discusses her time at Ole Miss and how he has
seen her grow in to her position as mayor of Oxford.
“Everybody has always been real friendly to me," says Burt.
“We’ve grown in numbers and structurally. I don’t know what
the future holds, but I know it’ll include Phi Mu and meeting new
members each year."
Burt continues to be a smiling face on the Ole Miss campus
including sneaking popsicles to members that live in the house
who are sick or as a familiar, smiling face for those who are far
from home.

The program started in early 2018 and has grown attention
since Streeter moved to Oxford from Michigan in June 2018.
She sees many students throughout the day including education
students.
“I think primarily one of my favorite experiences is when we
worked with the education department, and we hosted several
sessions in here with the classes,” said Streeter. "The students
are learning to become teachers, or they are people who might
be minoring in education."

Willie Burt
Phi Mu Handyman
You can catch him driving down the road in his pickup truck
with his Phi Mu decal on the back. Willie Burt does not just work
at Phi Mu, he’s its biggest fan. After 32 years and thousands of
sorority sisters, he still has not had enough.
“My favorite memories are with my girls,” he says as he looks
around the room. “These ladies keep me going.”
Serving as a handyman and kitchen assistant, he makes it his
mission to know each girl by name, even right after bid day. You
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WHAT MAKES
A GROVE TENT?
When SEC College Gameday comes to the Grove, it is all about past
performances and predictions. As we all know, football is the real reason
for the season, but enjoying family, friends and fans is the reason for the

tailgate. The following eight picks will ensure that your tailgating tent is
as unforgettable as beating Bama back-to-back in 2015 and 2016.

Story by Lee Catherine Collins

1.

2.

BEVERAGES
You can’t have an Ole Miss
’tailgate without a Hot Toddy!
Want to keep it simple?
Fill a drink dispenser with
lemonade for a refreshing
drink on a hot day!

PHOTOS
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3.

4.

5.

6.

1. SANDWICHES

3. GARLAND

5. OLE MISS LOGO PLATES

Sliders and subs or burgers and
barbecue make for easy-to-eat
finger foods that your guests will
appreciate after a long day in the
Grove. Don’t forget dipping sauces!

Whether you go the homeade
route or splurge on something
extra, garland is an easy way to
add some pizzazz under the eaves
of your tent. We love touches of
twine and cotton for a rustic look.

These bad boys are a must-have
for several reasons. Not only do
they look great with your red and
blue color scheme, but they are
heavy duty, making them perfect
for filling with snacks or sneaking
into the stadium as fans.

2. SWEETS
Whether you’re in the mood for
cupcakes, brownies or cookies,
your guests will appreciate a
bite of something sweet. Make
your own, or order from one of
Oxford’s awesome bakeries.

4. CHANDELIER
We don’t recommend that you
swing from it, but chandeliers
add an elegant touch to your
tent. They are also handy for
late-kickoff games when a little
extra lighting is appreciated.

6. POM POMS
Want to add some gameday
cheer to your tablescape without
breaking the bank? Collect your
pom poms after each game and
use them to fill in any gaps you
see between dishes and decor.
CAMPUS I
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Khaki Clad &

Knowledgeable
STUDENT AMBASSADORS WELCOME
POTENTIAL STUDENTS TO CAMPUS
Story by Lexie Ownby

to prospective students to encourage them to come to the
he Ambassadors at the University of Mississippi do
University, and they even help with athletic recruitment.
more than you could imagine. From giving tours
Ukwuoma Ukairo has been an ambassador since her
to prospective students in any weather condition,
freshman year at the University. “Other than two tours a
to educating parents and families from all over
the world about the history of Ole Miss, the University ofweek, we write letters to prospective students, host weekend
visit days, and even help with athletic recruiting. It is honestly
Mississippi Ambassadors carry a high pride for Ole Miss. The
super amazing how many different opportunities I’ve received
ambassadors are seen all over campus leading groups of
from simply giving tours,” she said. She said that when she
families and students around Ole Miss.
applied to the University, she had originally made solid plans
Besides leading tours, the ambassadors also write letters

T
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to attend another university. She went on a tour with
a friend and automatically fell in love with the campus
and its beauty. She was awestruck with the kindness
and knowledgeability of her ambassador on her tour.
That same ambassador encouraged her to apply.
The ambassadors encourage anyone enrolling at the
University for the first time to not be intimidated. Jerod
Fritts is a junior at Ole Miss. “For many of us, this will
be the beginning of a new chapter in our lives, and this
can be scary for a lot of incoming students. However, if
you come here with the right mentality, a strong work
ethic and a drive to succeed, I guarantee it will not take
you long to feel a part of the Ole Miss family,” he said.
“For me, the most rewarding thing about being
an ambassador is showing potential students what
makes the University of Mississippi stand out among
other universities. Everyone that comes on one of my

tours has a general idea of Ole Miss, but it isn’t until
they get on campus that they really get a better idea
of this university. Being able to surprise prospective
students by showing them around our beautiful
campus, showing them how much diversity we have
and showing them the opportunities we can provide
our students is why I love being a part of ambassadors.
The most rewarding thing about being an ambassador
is being given the opportunity to show students that
‘This is who we are, and this is what we can do for
you. This is Ole Miss,’” Jerod Fritts says.
The ambassadors provide so much for prospective
students - a source of information, encouragement and
excitement for the challenging decisions and days to
come. They are patient, intelligent and friendly in every
way possible. Ole Miss would not be the welcoming
place it is without them.

A large group gets a tour of campus and a lesson
in how to chant ‘Hotty Toddy’ in August 2018.
PHOTO
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THE FIRST
TRADITION
OF MANY
FRESHMEN MAKE THEIR DEBUT RUNNING
ACROSS HOLLINGSWORTH FIELD
Story by Rachel Long

Rebel Run is usually hosted on the first home
he start of every Ole Miss football season
football game of the season. This season, the Ole
is accompanied by the excitement of
Miss Rebels took on Southern Illinois and boasted
thousands of first-year students making
a 76-41 win over the Salukis. Unfortunately, the
their way into a four or more tenure at
blazing sun was persistent, with highs in the
the University. The palpable buzz around campus
upper 90s by the 3 p.m. kickoff.
is praised with hundreds of activities created for
The announcer introduces the freshmen class
the freshmen class, one of those being Rebel Run.
as the crowd witnesses students run across
During a scorching Saturday afternoon in
the field dressed in their Rebel Run t-shirts.
September, the sun ruthlessly beats down on
Girls pause to unstrap their wedges, and boys
the glowing metal of the student section in
aggressively compete to see who could cross
Vaught-Hemingway Stadium. Bright red pom
the “finish line" first; but either way, everyone
poms are placed like ornaments awaiting to be
ends up stuck at the on-field entrance as it
taken a hold of and strewn about in glorious
becomes clogged with over-eager freshmen.
moments of happiness brought on by the football
There
is also always one freshman who takes an
team. Students slowly make their way into the
iconic stumble which they will always remember
overheated, undercontrolled stadium to save
because their friends will make sure to remind
seats for their friends and snag some world-class
them of it down the road.
barbeque nachos from the concession stand.
Most freshmen girls gather a group of friends
Upperclassmen eagerly text their freshmen
and link arms to stay grounded as they sprint
friends on this momentous Saturday. On this
across the field. This unofficial camaraderie can
particular Saturday- the second game of the
produce lifelong friends and memories.
2018-2019 football season- a herd of freshmen
Anne Clark Harvey spoke of her experience at
await in the indoor practice field to obtain their
Rebel Run and the unforgettable time she had
15 minutes of fame. The freshmen are given the
with her friends.
chance to flood the field in an organized and
"Rebel Run was such a fun experience.
controlled fashion, and if they’re lucky, they might
Running across the football field with my best
even make it on the jumbotron.
friends at my side was a memory I will never
A tradition unlike any other, Rebel Run allows
forget. I also Instagram-live’d the whole event.”
students to really feel a part of the Ole Miss
These special moments for freshmen will
family for the first time. The entire stadium erupts
hopefully encapsulate their memories even
with cheers as freshmen run across the field; they
post-grad and help them encourage their
cheer because the freshmen have made Ole Miss
younger friends to take part in the same unifying
their home and are finally able to take part in
experience.
these special, age-old traditions.

T
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HELLOF A PARTY,

DAMN GOOD CLEAN UP
EVERYONE TURNS UP,
BUT WHO CLEANS UP?
Story by Lee Catherine Collins

kickoff in the Vaught. It does not end after the Pride of the
ed and blue Solo cups are strewn along tables
South performs its halftime show, or even after 0.0 ticks on
and toppling over tops of trash cans, their vibrant,
the clock.
synthetic colors intermingled with crunchy, colorful
The party ends late in the evening or in the early morning
fall leaves. Sacks of beer cans, partially dismantled
hours,
tents, boxes of trash and bottles of liquor are all left beneath a fans having already piled into cars and carried to the
Square or to the nearest place to crash. Families headed
canopy of trees.
home - fans have come and gone. This is when a team of
The Grove hosts one hell of a party every home football
thoughtful volunteers descends upon the disastrous mess.
game. Thousands of fans pour in from every direction for a
Grove cleanup is a group effort each week. The University
tailgating experience that cannot be beat. But the party does
and landscape services rely on contract labor, student
not end after the team takes the Walk of Champions, after

R
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groups and non-profit organizations to help carry the burden of
beautifying the Grove once more.
Anyone who has been to the Grove on game day knows we
make a big mess, but just how big are we talking? According
to Landscape Services, early kickoff games usually generate
160-200 cubic yards of waste, while bigger SEC games and late
kick off times typically generate anywhere from 200-400 cubic
yards of waste. Landscape Services uses 2,500 waste cans,
300 recycling bins in the 11 acre Grove and Circle area plus 150
additional 55 gallon cans for high-traffic areas.
“We’ve all seen the remnants of game day in the Grove," said
junior and Baptist Student Union volunteer Emily Haupt. “It’s
amazing to see the transformation as everyone works together to
restore it to the clean, beautiful space we all love.”
While the work may seem unappealing to some, volunteers
often are rewarded for donating their time. Student volunteer
Joshua Thweatt has regularly helped with Grove cleanup for the
past two years.

“IT’S AMAZING TO SEE THE
TRANSFORMATION AS EVERYONE
WORKS TOGETHER TO RESTORE IT
TO THE CLEAN, BEAUTIFUL SPACE
WE ALL LOVE.”
- Emily Haupt
“We find all kinds of cool stuff. I have found watches,
sunglasses and phones. Probably the craziest thing we found
was a TV that just got left.”
Volunteers are not permitted by Landscape Services to keep
anything they find in the Grove, as rightful owners may return
for their belongings. However, the University ensures volunteers
do not go home empty-handed. Organizations are paid for
their effort, and many use the money to fund mission trips and
community efforts.
Cleaning the Grove can be fun, surprising and exhausting,
but according to volunteers, it is always rewarding. Enjoying the
Grove as a home for tailgating is an experience most students
idealize, but cleaning up the aftermath of that fun-filled party is
an experience all on its own.
CAMPUS |
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HOMECOMING WEEK

The Student Activities Association hosted several events on campus and around town in celebration of
homecoming week such as riding a mechanical shark on Business Row and the annual homecoming
parade where sororities, fraternities and other student organizations create floats that traveled
around the Square the Friday before the Homecoming game on October 6, 2018.
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HOMECOMING
October 6,2018

ASB President Elam Miller and Homecoming Queen Hallie Gillam

Tyler Keenan & Alea Jones
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Allen Gordon & lyanla “E” Kitchens

Chase Cockrell & Gianna Schuete

Fraquan Gaines & Orianna Shaw

Tim Elko & Sloane Reid

Chris Long & Nicole Kallenberger

Michael Spears & MaryScott Polk

Peyton Weissman & Marnie Merritt
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Homecoming Queen

HALLIE GILLAM
Interview by Lexie Ownby

WHAT MADE YOU DECIDE TO RUN FOR HOMECOMING
QUEEN?
I was really hesitant at first to be very honest. Campaigns can be a really vulnerable process, and I didn’t
know if I wanted to take that on during my senior year. It was eventually my best friends that convinced me
to do it, and after thinking about it, I realized that we could make the campaign low stress and a lot of fun by
having the right people on it. I also realized that I could do a lot of good if I were to get the position. I could
maybe turn it into an advocacy position in which students could be more connected to the opportunities we
have to offer on campus.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY FROM OLE MISS?
I don’t know that I have one particular favorite memory. There’s definitely not one big thing that I will think
back on and say that it summed up my time at Ole Miss. But I do know that every Saturday spent in the
Grove, the afternoons spent in right field of Swayze, the Big Events I’ve gotten to be a part of and the nights
spent around bonfires at our friends’ houses will be ones that collectively make my time here so incredibly
special.

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE THINGS TO DO IN OXFORD?
I love going to sporting events - my favorites are baseball games for sure. I also love going to Rowan Oak,
getting flowers at Oil Shed, and going on walks at Lamar Park.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE MOST REWARDING THING ABOUT
GOING TO OLE MISS?
I have had some of my very hardest days and some of my very best at this university. I have been able to
push myself to uncomfortable places and grow as a student, a leader, a servant and a friend. I have made
friends here that have been strong for me when I needed it, encouraging when I didn’t think I could do it
and have given me so many new perspectives. The most rewarding thing about going to Ole Miss has been
the people from all over the country and the world who make the Ole Miss family a reality. They will be my
friends and greatest support system long after I graduate.
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THE FINAL FLAG
FROM THE PRACTICE FIELD TO THE FOOTBALL FIELD,
COLORGUARD TAKES EVERY STEP TOGETHER
Story by Shelby Wood

or a color guard member, Saturday’s in the fall
are not spent socializing in the Grove. They are
doing a final run-through of some of the most
anticipated routines of the year.
After hours of preparation, Mikayla Jekabsons and
her fellow team members line up to head over to
Vaught-Hemingway for a home football game. With
colored flags and sparkle pom poms in hand, the team
stands alongside The Pride of the South band as they
march their way into the stadium. Muffled noise turns
into roaring cheers as the tunnel opens up to field and
passion fills every member.
When The Pride of the South band forms the iconic
“Ole Miss” on the field, hours of rehearsal have gone
into the formation. Each step and turn has been carefully
practice and learning new routines is just a part of the
routine for senior members. New themes are introduced
weekly - most focusing on pop culture or are in honor of
someone.
There were two memorable performances from the
2018 football season. One was the Veterans Day show
where they performed the “Armed Forces Medley” and
the “Top Gun" theme song while the shape of a plane
was formed by the members. The other was a tribute
to Justin Timberlake, which featured a mashup of his
popular songs like "Suit & Tie” and “CAN’T STOP THE
FEELING!.”

F
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To many others like Jekabsons, being part of the Ole
Miss color guard comes with a lot of responsibility and
dedication.
“Being on color guard has helped me become
a better student, especially with discipline, time
management and teamwork. It has also been the
foundation of my collegiate experience outside of
academics - giving me experiences that I’ll never forget
and a family that I can always turn to,” she says.
However, the color guard team resembles a family
to many. After spending hundreds of hours together
polishing and perfecting routines, the members share a
bond unlike any other. As the season comes to a close,
saying goodbye to the senior members of the team was
a bittersweet moment.
Despite the long and exhausting practices in the
Mississippi heat, getting to represent The Pride of the
South is more than enough reward.
"I’ve always admired and been really proud of this
year’s senior class. They have always shown up and put
in the work throughout the past four years, and I’ve had
a lot of fun working with them.”
As she wraps up her flag along with her fifth season
as a member, Jekabsons will forever cherish the
memories shared both on and off the field with her
peers. Regardless of where her life may take her, she will
always remember to take life one step at a time.
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DARE TO DREAM
OLE MISS STUDENT MAKES A DIFFERENCE
AS MISS MISSISSIPPI 2018
Story by Asia Harden

Since becoming Miss Mississippi, she has had the
hen we’re children, we are always told to
opportunity to encourage others while also sharing her
dream big and reach for the stars. Some
story. “My platform is Finding Your Way: Empowering
children dream of rockets and far away
Children of Incarcerated Parents," Branch said. “I chose
galaxies, while others dream of movie sets
that because my father has been in prison for about half
and rolling cameras. But for Asya Branch, her dreams
of my life, and when it first happened I didn’t know how to
were always filled with bright lights, big stages, sparkling
dresses, glittering crowns and talented women whose poise, deal with it. It was something that I just swept under the
rug and tried to avoid at all cost. I’d always change the
elegance and grace led them to the title she hoped to one
subject or just rush a conversation along because it was
day hold.
not something that I ever wanted to address, but I realized
Asya Branch, Miss Mississippi 2018, is a junior
there are so many people throughout our entire state, as
Integrated Marketing Communications major from
well as the rest of the nation who suffer from having an
Booneville, Miss.
incarcerated parent or guardian. They needed an example
Despite the glitz and glam of the pageant world,
and a voice."
Branch’s journey hasn’t always been perfect. Prior to
her success in the 2018 Miss Mississippi pageant, Asya
competed in the pageant in both 2016 and 2017 before
winning in 2018 with her title of Miss Tupelo.
Branch has taken away many lessons from her years of
dedication to achieving her dream. “Throughout competing
I’ve learned perseverance; and I’ve learned that you can
improve in everything,” Branch said. “A lot of people get
it in their heads that, ‘well I'm good at this, and I’m good
at this.’ But you can definitely be better... Sure, I may
be a good vocalist, but that doesn’t mean that I can’t
improve. I may be a strong communicator, but that doesn’t
mean that I can’t be stronger; so having that mindset and
Along with traveling all over the state to implement
knowing that you can gain something no matter how good
programs
regarding her platform, Branch also has several
you are - it can teach you to be better.”
appearances
scheduled through any given week, which
Her journey also included some sacrifices. While other
makes her days busier than most. However, despite her
college students may have been hanging out with friends on
busy schedule, Branch couldn’t be happier.
a Thursday night, Branch was probably watching the news.
“It’s crazy, but I really enjoy it,” she said. “I kind of
“I was constantly keeping myself updated on the world
forget
how busy I am because I’m always having such a fun
around me, constantly going to the gym, just constantly
time.”
doing everything that I could to prepare myself for the job
When asked what advice she had for little girls with big
that I truly wanted,” Branch said. “And that’s what it takes.
dreams,
Branch said, “Never give up. It takes setting your
Sometimes you have to give up little things to make the big
mind
to
something
and doing whatever that it takes to get
things happen.”
Branch continued on to say one of her biggest takeaways there."
It is because she never gave up that with tears in her
from competing in pageants was “learning to constantly
eyes
and a brilliant smile on her face, Asya Branch was
better myself and to grow through every experience... But
crowned
Miss Mississippi 2018, fulfilling not only the hopes
since winning, I’ve had so many different opportunities....
of 11-year-old Asya, but every other little girl who dares to
It’s a very humbling job and it’s indescribable. It’s one of
dream.
the greatest experiences I’ve ever had.”

W

“THROUGHOUT COMPETING I’VE
LEARNED PERSEVERANCE AND
I’VE LEARNED THAT YOU CAN
IMPROVE IN EVERYTHING.”
- Asya Branch
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A CELEBRATION
OF HISTORY
UNIVERSITY PUTS ON MULTIPLE EVENTS
IN HONOR OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Story by Kayci Kimmons

lack History Month festivities kicked off on campus
PHOTOS | MATTHEW JONES
with the Opening Celebration on January 31, 2019,
in the Student Union Ballroom. There were selections
by the University of Mississippi Gospel Choir along
with a special keynote address by Mrs. Marsha Cole. Senior
Victoria Robinson, who has enjoyed four years of Black
History Celebrations on campus, reflected on the Opening
Celebration.
“I think the Black History Month Opening Ceremony
reminded me that our cause is still relevant today. Dr. Caldwell
said something that stuck with me: ‘It is not enough to be a
good person; we also have to do great things.”’
The signature award for the evening, the Lift Every
Voice Award, was presented to Kevin Cozart, Operations
Coordinator at the Sarah Isom Center for Women & Gender
Studies, as well as to a group of professors who authored
Microaggressions at the University of Mississippi, Kirk A.
Johnson, Willa M. Johnson, James M. Thomas and John J.
Green. The award is given to the scholar or employee who has
worked to unify the campus community and emphasized the
importance of diversity, inclusion and multiculturalism.
Another anticipated event was the sixth annual Black
Student Union Gala, held on February 8, 2019, at the Inn at
Ole Miss. The keynote address was given by Dr. Ethel YoungScurlock, Interim Director of the African American Studies
Program; and Dr. Donald Cole, former Assistant Provost and
Associate Professor of Mathematics, was honored for his
immense accomplishments here at the University shortly
following his retirement on January 15, 2019. Awards were
also presented to outstanding members in the Black Student
Union. The gala was truly an enjoyable evening filled with
music, fellowship and acknowledgement of everlasting black
Black Student Union Vice President Carl Tart introduces the
excellence on campus.
keynote speaker at the Black History Month opening ceremony.
When asked to share her favorite part of the gala,
sophomore Nakiyah Jordan, an award presenter for the
were excited to find out that there would be a viewing of the
evening, enjoyed the keynote address the most. “Dr. Scurlock
critically acclaimed movie “The Hate U Give” on February 13.
gave us some powerful words of wisdom," she said.
Based off of the novel written by Angie Thomas, a native of
Following the gala, many other events continued the trend
Jackson, Mississippi, the movie was shown and hard topics
of cultural awareness throughout the month. Fellow students
like police brutality were discussed following the viewing.
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At the Black History Month opening ceremony, Marcia Cole delivers her keynote address.

Freshman Trinity Roebuck said, “I was excited because I
really enjoyed the movie when I first saw it, but I could also
appreciate it being shown on campus to raise awareness to
some of the problems within the black community. I think [The
Hate U Give] is relevant today because this isn’t something
that happened decades ago like with Emmett Till, but these are
stories that we are constantly hearing even in the year of 2019.”
There was a variety of events throughout the month. Musical
events included the Sojourner Truth musical performance, We
Shall Overcome concert and the BHM Concert, which celebrated
William Grant Still, the Dean of African American Composers.
Celebrations like the NAACP 110th Founder’s Day, A Carnival
for the Culture,and the Black Faculty and Staff Appreciation
Day honored various cultural groups both on-campus and
off-campus. Informational and intellectual gatherings featured
local professors like Kiese Laymon, author of Heavy and Long
Division, Marisa J. Fuentes, who specializes in Women’s and
Gender Studies and African American history and University of
Texas (Austin) professor Eddie Chambers, a British historian.

There were also events strictly dedicated to food, like the Soul
Food Luncheon and the Financial Literacy Banquet.
Sophomore Jazmine Herbert has attended a variety of
events, such as the Soul Food Luncheon and the Gala, but the
Opening Ceremony so far has resonated with her the most,
saying, “[The ceremony] was very inspiring and a reminder to
always move forward."
The highly anticipated keynote address was the highlight
of the month on February 25. Anti-racist writer and activist
Tim Wise and Dr. Joy Degruy, author of Post Traumatic
Slave Syndrome: America’s Legacy of Enduring Injury and
Healing, were featured as the keynote speakers. This event
was co-sponsored by many hosts, including the Office of the
Chancellor and Office of the Vice Chancellor for Diversity and
Community Engagement. The final event to close out the
month on February 26 was the Move To Improve: Health Walk
sponsored by the Minority Association of Pre-Medical Students
(MAPS) to increase awareness of African-American health
disparities.
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GREEKS DOING GOOD
32 GREEK CHAPTERS ON CAMPUS RAISED MORE
THAN $678,349 FOR PHILANTHROPIES IN 2018
Data from Spring 2018 Greek Scorecard

PHI DELTA THETA

DELTA DELTA DELTA

$150,000 $35,000
FOR ST. JUDE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

FOR ALS FOUNDATION

PHI KAPPA TAU

CHI OMEGEA

$2,000

$63,000

FOR SERIOUS FUN NETWORK

FOR MAKE-A-WISH

KAPPA DELTA

ALPHA OMICRON PI

$80,000 $40,000
FOR PREVENT CHILD ABUSE AMERICA
AMERICA
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FOR AMERICAN JUVENILE ARTHRITIS

KAPPA KAPPA GAMMA

ALPHA PHI

$39,000

$2,000

FOR READING IS FUNDAMENTAL
& FEED THE HUNGER

FOR ALPHA PHI FOUNDATION

PHI MU

ALPHA DELTA PI

$40,000

$12,000

FOR LE BONHEUR CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

FOR RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE

PI BETA PHI

DELTA GAMMA

$14,000

$55,000

FOR READ LEAD ACHIEVE

FOR SERVICE FOR SIGHT & GALLANT
HEARTS GUIDE DOG CENTER

DELTA PSI

$2,000

$66,000

FOR AUTISM SPEAKS

FOR COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES
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FROM PAGE

TO THE STAGE
STUDENTS LIGHT THEIR OWN
PATH TO PRODUCTION
Story by Allie Jones

he organization may be small, but the productions are
far from it. Ghostlight Repertory Theatre is Ole Miss’
student-run theatre organization. Ghostlight is in a
league of their own in that it is run solely by around 30
students each year. Unlike Ole Miss Theatre, the students handle
every task on the daunting to-do list - everything from directing
to designing the set.
They are inclusive, letting everyone, not just theatre majors,
join in on the action. This gives everyone that is interested in
theatre a chance to learn about the in’s and out’s of putting on
a well-produced show.
Experience is not required to join Ghostlight; they are willing
to teach anyone who wants to learn. It’s a great way for students
to gain acting, directing and producing experience without
majoring in theatre.
When asked about what she believes the best aspect of
Ghostlight is, Anderson Bandy, Ghostlight’s Artistic Director, said,
“It gives the students creative empowerment to do the shows
and productions we want to do in the way we want to do them.”
At the end of the year, students have the opportunity to pitch
shows to the entire organization. The students will then vote on
which shows will be included in the upcoming season.
Students can pitch just about anything to the department.
Ghostlight allows students to pitch original screenplays. There
are students who produce their own plays for their thesis as well
as playwrights who pitch their self-written shows.
It takes roughly a month for Ghostlight to go from the page to
the stage. Each show is thoughtfully planned by the Ghostlight
Board and the show’s production team.
Ghostlight is special proof that not every production has to
be outrageous for it to be well-produced. You don’t need all the
theatrics to have a wonderful production. Plays can be just as
amazing when given a couple of lawn chairs and some extremely
talented actors.
Clair Porter, a member of Ghostlight, encourages anyone
interested in joining Ghostlight to do it. “There may be something
that you were always interested in trying before you go out into
the professional world, and Ghostlight gives you the space to do
that.”
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MORE THAN MUSIC
CONCERT HELD BENEFITTING AMERICAN
FOUNDATION FOR SUICIDE PREVENTION
Story by Abbey Perez

hen Tuscaloosa-based jam band CBDB and
Oxford’s own Busty Petites played at The
Lyric on Nov. 30, their concert, “More Than
Music" centered around suicide prevention.
The event’s organizers and musicians, many of whom had
been affected by the suicides of loved ones, said they were
glad people were able to raise awareness and money for
the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.
Katie Kaczmarz, The Lyric’s marketing manager, said
the event was not only to raise money for the foundation
but also to “throw a party that celebrates life" and let
people know they are not alone. Kaczmarz lost a good
friend last year to suicide, which is a big reason why she
wanted to host this event.
“It was a friendship that I had my freshman year, and
we had always stayed in touch,” Kaczmarz said. “He had
always been a friend, and it's weird to see (him gone).
... I wanted to use my position (at The Lyric) to help do
something for everybody who is experiencing these losses
because our community is struggling with all of this
happening in the past year, and I wanted to do something.”
She said a big reason why she helped organize the event
is because all proceeds went toward suicide prevention.
Kaczmarz isn’t the only employee at The Lyric that had
personal connections to the charity.
Hailey Walley, a then-intern at The Lyric and senior
anthropology major, also said this is an important topic
to talk about and has been spreading the word about this
event. In 2017, Walley’s boyfriend of two years died by
suicide.
“He was really involved in the community ... extremely
smart, straight-A student, absolutely incredible, and it came
as a big shock to everyone,” Walley said. “It shows that
(suicide) can affect everyone, even the people that seem
the most successful.”
With the help of sponsors, including local businesses
and Greek organizations, Kaczmarz was able to cover the
venue's costs. She was also able to raise more money,
which means all the ticket sales will be going straight to the
foundation.
Kaczmarz said she wanted to find a way to bring music

W

into this event and unite people so the community can
start a conversation about promoting a positive mental
health culture.
“On top of people that we’ve lost, I know so many
people who struggle with mental health issues and don’t
talk about it or don’t get professional help,” Kaczmarz said.
“It’s really scary to me, the state of our community and
(the state) our world is in when it comes to mental health
and thinking about suicide.”
During the summer, Kaczmarz booked CBDB and the
Busty Petites for the fundraiser. She said that CBDB is an
uplifting, happy, funk rock band that college students and
adults in the community alike can enjoy.
Kaczmarz said the Busty Petites are very passionate
about suicide prevention. When she was putting the event
together, she thought about them because they have played
benefit concerts like this in the past.
“I’m really happy to have (the Busty Petites) because
they are really all for the cause and that is another huge
reason why they wanted to play,” Kaczmarz said.
The Busty Petites’ drummer Hall Hastings said mental
health and suicide prevention are close to the band
members because four of their fraternity brothers were
victims of suicide in recent years.
“I don’t think there are many people talking about
suicide awareness," Hastings said.
However, Hastings said that if people were able to talk
about suicide on a bigger scale three years ago, then
maybe some of the things that have occurred wouldn’t
have happened.
“We want as many people in the community to
be involved because that is the only way to (prevent
suicides) and the only way to not lose more lives from our
community to suicide,” Hastings said.
Like Kaczmarz, Hastings said the band wants to raise as
much awareness as it can and bring the Oxford community
together.
“If we can do something that everyone enjoys doing
and also put that kind of influence on (mental health
awareness), we just love to be able to do that,” Hastings
said.
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REBELTHON
STUDENTS RAISE $258,252.19 FOR
BATSON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
DURING ANNUAL DANCE MARATHON
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A MOXIE SOCIETY
IN A TOWN WHERE FASHION CHANGES FASTER
THAN THE WEATHER, A FASHION SOCIETY
CAN STAY AHEAD OF THE STORM
Story by Alexis Lee

he University of Mississippi Fashion Society is a
relatively new organization, but that has not stopped
president Morgan Cofield and the rest of her board
members from making their presence known by
promoting diversity, professionalism, and unique styles.
“I think as an organization, we see the power of
individuality, but also the power within a group setting,”
stated Cofield. "Being able to use fashion to show your
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unique side, but also being able to identify with other styles
no matter what race, gender, ethnicity. Fashion is all about
expressing yourself, therefore, we provide an open platform
for each of our members to be able to express their style,
taste and character."
The mission of the UM Fashion Society is to place
fashion in a context that stimulates the intellectual, political,
cultural and social growth of all Ole Miss students. They
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hope to promote diversity through understanding the positive
influences, training and self-confidence that fashion instills in
every person. The society wants to fashion young leaders into
young professionals and encourage them to use the world as
their runway.
On a warm Thursday night in October, the fashion society did
just that by hosting their first-ever fall fashion show titled “Moxie
Mood.” The show was inspired by retro fashion and added a
twist of the modern mood that is seen in today’s world.
“We usually just do a spring show, but we wanted to step it
up a notch and do a fall and a spring show just because there
is more than one season,” Cofield said. Fall is also her favorite
season, so she was very proud and excited about putting
together the wardrobe.
The clothing contributions came mostly from the closets of
the members as well as local sponsors including My Favorite
Shoes.
Held at the UM Museum, the models walked a square-shaped
path to make sure the whole room got an up-close view of the
outfits. The show included 20+ looks some which included, but
were not limited to - bright fabrics, plaids, animal prints, denim,
off-the-shoulder jackets and lots of ankle booties.
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“We modeled looks after what we saw on the runways from
fall fashion weeks and what we all personally liked and wanted to
see in the upcoming season,” Cofield said.
Model Avery White was one essential element in putting the
show together.
“Walking in the UM Fall Fashion show was so exciting,"
White said. “As my first time in a fashion show, I loved the fast
paced changes and the chance to display styles we put together
as a society. Modeling the outfits for a live audience was an
exhilarating experience that I look forward to participating in
again."
White is hoping to make fashion/modeling into her career by
pursuing New York City after college.
"I've always been interested in fashion - what people are
wearing, how they are styling pieces," White said. “I also love
looking at magazines and cutting out photos to make collages.”
Reflecting upon the show, it was above and beyond Cofield's
expectations, and they are “planning to make the spring show
bigger and better."
In the meantime, photos from the fashion show have peaked
students’ interest in the society.
“We are really working on outreach and are trying to rebrand

the society so people can be more knowledgeable that there is
a fashion society on campus," stated Cofield, “But right now,
Instagram is the best way to connect and stay updated.”
Cofield is fond of what the society has taught her along with
bonding with others over her love for fashion.
“One thing that will stick with me forever is most definitely
the friendships that I have made through the organization.”
Cofield said. “It is so crazy how you can meet people in clubs
like UMFS, and instantly click with them. UMFS gave me life long
best friends that I probably would have never met if it wouldn’t
have been for the club. I will forever be grateful for everything
this organization represents and all the opportunities it has given
me.
The UM Fashion Society is a group of fashion invested
individuals who have a passion for tracking trends, a creative
spirit and a desire to come together over a common interest.
“Being in the UM Fashion Society, I have learned to take risks
despite what people may think,” White said. "Fashion is all about
being yourself and showing the world your own individual style.
In the society we are all different and all have our own unique
taste, however we encourage one another to be bold and wear
the clothing which empowers them to be the best version of

themselves.”
Meetings have included creating mood boards at the
Graduate Hotel, thrift shopping at Goodwill and a meeting all
about skincare.
"We loved having our chair makeup artist and skin care guru
give us all the tips and tricks to skincare and how to keep your
skin looking younger in the long run,” Cofield said.
The UM Fashion Society as an open environment for anyone
who loves and adores all things fashion. They are a free space to
let all members creativity shine and show their passions within
meetings.
“For those who have never heard of the society before, I
would say, look into it," Cofield said. “Go to the interest meetings
and join the fashion fun. I know that it can always seem
intimidating not knowing if you will fit in or not knowing if you will
even know anyone, but that is what makes it fun! There is most
definitely something for everyone and the members in the club
are beyond welcoming and love to see new faces."
Fashion is not something that exists in dresses and suits
alone - fashion is in the sky and in the streets. Fashion has to do
with ideas, and it lives in our everyday lives, so embrace it and
make your own statement.
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COLLEGE STUDENTS
TODAY, MILITARY
LEADERS TOMORROW
ROTC TEACHES STUDENTS THE DISCIPLINE
NECESSARY TO SUCCEED
Story by Landis Llewelyn

he University of Mississippi is home to three
branches of Reserve Officer Training Corps
- better known as ROTC. Although they are
unique in their own ways, Air Force, Army
and Naval ROTC programs have the same goal in
mind. These programs were founded to offer young
men and women an education while training them to
serve as reserve officers in the United States military.
These programs also provide students with scholarship
opportunities to further their education and leadership
skills that will last a lifetime. In addition to military
training, ROTC gives students an opportunity to make
lifelong friends that share their same goals. There is
no better way to gain insight about the impact these
programs have on the lives of their members than to
speak with members in each branch of ROTC.
Detachment 430 of Air Force ROTC was founded
at the University of Mississippi in 1947, following the
establishment of the Air Force as a separate branch.
Since then, the Air Force ROTC program at Ole Miss
has commissioned more than 375 graduates as
Second Lieutenants in the United States Air Force.
Parker Zurbrugg, AFROTC member and junior at Ole
Miss, shares why he decided to join ROTC and how it
has impacted his college career and life.
“Being in ROTC can be a substantial time
commitment but has introduced me to some
outstanding fellow cadets and made me a more wellrounded individual. More than anything, however, I’m
incredibly grateful for the opportunity to eventually give
back to my country as a member of the United States

T

70

| THE OLE MISS 2019

Parker Zurbrugg

PHOTOS | MEGAN SUTTLES

Air Force and pursue my dreams of being a pilot."
The Ole Miss Army ROTC program celebrated its 100th
anniversary in 2018. This unit has been providing its members
with leadership training, military skills and self management
since the beginning. Students in the Army ROTC program have
the opportunity to learn in both the classroom and the field,
while still getting a college experience. These exciting and
challenging courses train students to become future officers
in the United States Army and give them a college diploma.
In fact, more than 1,700 Ole Miss ROTC cadets have received
commission. Ole Miss freshman Kevin Loney shares how this
program has impacted his life and allowed him to further his
education.
“Army ROTC has done a lot for me since I came to Ole

Michael Gionfriddo

Miss. It keeps me disciplined and motivated by enlisting
leadership and commitment to my college curriculum. Army
ROTC pays for my college tuition and is the only reason I can
get a college education.”
The Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps (NROTC) Unit
at Ole Miss was founded in 1946 and is the Naval Officers
training command flagship of Mississippi. Since 1946, students
in this program have endured physical and mental training
in order to become officers in both the United States Navy
and Marine Corps. Ole Miss is one of only 77 colleges around
the nation to have a NROTC program. Michael Gionfriddo,
freshman at Ole Miss, shares how NROTC has already
positively impacted his life in such a small amount of time.
"I decided to join NROTC because I have always wanted to
be an officer in the Navy. So far, NROTC has impacted
my college career tremendously from the early times I
wake up to the
classes that I take. I’ve also met
a lot of my current friends from it. Most of my week
focuses around classes and NROTC, so I’m with the Unit
a lot.”
It is easy to see just from these few members of
ROTC that these programs are positively influencing
the lives of young men and women at the University of
Mississippi and at other participating schools across
the country. The motivation behind this organization is
provide students with an opportunity for education and
service, thus giving the students a chance to be served
by building relationships and connections that enhance
character and groom a well-rounded future leader.
While all students at Ole Miss are preparing for careers,
these are preparing for careers dedicated to serving
others and protecting our country. Additionally, most
cadets are involved in many other organizations around
campus such as sororities and fraternities, sports, honors
societies and various clubs. Some cadets even work fulltime jobs and hold leadership positions in their activities!
In return, the commitment and work ethic of members of
ROTC programs is inspiring to other students on campus
and their desire to serve their beloved country is inspiring
to all citizens of the United States. While interviewing the
cadets from different branches of ROTC, the one thing
that they all had in common was the end goal to serve
and protect the people of the United States. Next time
you see a ROTC student in uniform around campus,
remember how much they are doing to prepare to protect
this country and thank them for their future service.
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DANCING TO
THEIR OWN BEAT
TURNING TO FRIENDS AND MUSIC
FOR A GOOD WORKOUT
Story by Alexis Lee

o matter what your previous dance experience is, Hip Hop
Rebs provides students with the opportunity to partake
in various hip hop routines every week. The organization
was founded by Kendrick Wallace in 2015 and has since
developed into one of the most popular and diverse groups on campus.
For many, Hip Hop Rebs has been the bridge between a high school
dance career and a college experience.
Alongside her officers, team president Catherine Klocke helps run
the dance group by leading them in weekly choreographed routines. The
organization opens up applications to their 300+ members if they wish
to choreograph for the group. By allowing members to create routines
for their peers, Hip Hop Rebs promotes creativity for all that goes far
beyond traditional dancing.
“We have this opportunity to provide an inclusive environment for our
members and to bring in different styles of hip hop choreography in our
workshops,” says Klocke.
Throughout their short time on campus, Hip Hop Rebs has been
given many opportunities to perform and showcase their routines.
Klocke said that one of her favorite memories was participating in
RebelTHON 2018.
“Last year, [we] had the opportunity to teach a workshop during
RebelTHON, and it was an amazing experience seeing so many people
dancing with one another,” states Klocke. Hip Hop Rebs utilizes events
like this to not only show off their hard work, but spread awareness to
potential new members.
Just like any other pre-performance routine, the Hip Hop Rebs have
many ways to get pumped before their workshops. Traditionally, “the
officers meet at Starbucks to get our energy up and then we all walk
over to the Turner Center together,” says Klocke.
Over the past three years, the group has performed a plethora of
high-endurance dance routines to pop hits like “Booty Work" by T-Pain
and the ever-famous “Formation" by Beyonce.
Hip Hop Rebs strives to create a positive dancing community to all
who attend. With members coming from all different majors, grade
classifications and even different cultures, members are able to make
long-lasting friendships, all while dancing alongside some talented
peers. You do not have to be a registered member in order to attend
workshops. In fact, the workshops are open to any Ole Miss student who
is interested in having a fun workout.
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A WISH FOR PEACE
STUDENT TYLER RICE COMMEMORATES LIVES
LOST TO SUICIDE WITH ARTWORK DISPLAY
Story by Devna Bose

thousand multi-colored origami cranes which dangle
made internationally famous by Sadako Saski, a young victim of
the atomic bomb in Hiroshima who was diagnosed with leukemia
from suspended strings greet visitors to Farley Hall.
from exposure to radiation.”
The arrangement is hard to miss — there’s nothing
It goes on to explain that Saski was determined to fold a
else quite like it on campus. To those who frequent the
building, it seems like the cranes have been there forever, almost
thousand paper cranes as a symbol of her wish for peace and her
hope to relieve pain and suffering.
as if they’re a part of the journalism school, though most don’t
“Her bravery and dedication sparked compassion and inspired
know their origin or who placed them there.
the understanding that in order to create widespread peace, one
On a plaque on the staircase in front of the exhibit, senior
must begin with a small, more personal peace,” it says. “The
liberal studies major Tyler Rice is listed as the person who folded
Japanese tradition of a thousand paper cranes promises that
the colorful cranes in “memory of those we have lost to suicide"
and in hopes of “impacting someone who feels alone in their pain one who folds a thousand paper cranes will be granted a wish,
customarily a wish of healing.”
and suffering.”
When Rice was the vice president of campus mental health
The plaque details the history behind the exhibit’s concept.
awareness organization Active Minds, she personally folded and
“The crane referred to as ‘the bird of happiness’ in Japan is
strung these one thousand colorful paper cranes.
believed to have a lifespan of a thousand years, representing
A native of Baton Rouge, La., Rice co-founded the organization
good fortune and longevity,” the plaque starts. “Senbazuru, the
alongside the former president of the organization Kathryn
Japanese legend of folding of a thousand paper cranes, was
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Forbes in 2015 when the two decided that they wanted to create
something to make sure that other students who are struggling
with mental illnesses knew that they were not alone.
“Together, we built our own chapter of Active Minds from
the ground up and, in my opinion, sparked a change in the
perception of mental health awareness on campus," Rice said.
"It was one of the best decisions I have made in my lifetime."
Rice decided to create the visual origami display to honor
the one thousand college students who commit suicide every
year. After reading about the "1,000 paper cranes project" and
discovering that according to ancient Japanese legend, if one
completes the folding of 1,000 paper cranes they are granted
one wish, Rice began folding.
With no prior experience with origami, Rice undertook the
task. What stands in Farley today is a testament to her hard work
and dedication to the project.
"Mental health impacts every single person at some point in
his or her lifetime. It is so important that we, as a society, have
an understanding of the importance of mental health,” she said.
“There is not a specific thing I hope others see when they see
the origami, but I like to think that it adds a little color into their
day."
Current president of Active Minds and Miss Ole Miss Jessica
Tran thinks the exhibit in Farley Hall is “absolutely incredible”
and commends Rice for committing to the project.
“I love the exhibit," she said. “Having a visual representation
allows those who see the exhibit to have a tangible sense of loss,
which helps spark conversation. This is huge progress toward the
break down of the stigma on mental health."

Tran believes that mental health awareness is especially
important to stress on college campuses because of the
“irregular routines and stresses young people face on a day to
day basis.”
“The conversation about mental health has to start
somewhere, and I believe there is no better place than in our
own personal relationships," she said. “When we reach out to
those who are close to us, we provide them with a safe place
to vent and talk about stresses instead of bottling them up and
exploding. As a campus, we have the obligation to care for one
another because as a unit we are at our strongest.”
Rice’s devotion to mental health awareness stems from
personal experiences - she lost one of her best friends to suicide
in December 2013 during her senior year of high school.
"Of the few vivid memories I have of him, one of them is
folding origami cranes during our history class," she said. “He
was helping a fellow classmate of ours complete her '1,000
origami cranes’ project she was completing to grant the wish of
health to one of the local hospitals."
Rice said that she remembers him folding cranes in every
class, even after the project’s completion.
“I have a vivid image of him at his desk folding cranes, one
after another, in complete contentment," she said. “When I think
back to this moment, after knowing what was to come in his
future, I like to believe that the cranes brought him peace in his
mind.”
So, with every crane she folded during the project, she tried
to be “fully present to remember and honor the people who have
left the earth too soon.” For Rice, the cranes symbolize peace.
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During their February 2019 meeting, CAMS hosted the Vice President of Operations for Toyota Mississippi, Emily Lauder.

MANUFACTURING
A CONNECTION
CME PRESENTS STUDENTS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY
TO LEARN ABOUT THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY
Story by Kaylee Crafton

he Ole Miss Center for Manufacturing
Excellence (CME) is a distinguished program
that remains the only one of its kind throughout
the country. The program provides students
with unique learning experiences that will enable
them to succeed in their various future professional
endeavors. The CME is composed of a selective group
of students majoring in accounting, business and
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engineering. Fifty freshmen are selected each year
through a competitive admissions process.
Along with its innovative academic and professional
development opportunities, the CME offers a number
of specialized programs, clubs and societies for its
students. Among these is the newly chartered Ole Miss
chapter of the Collegiate Automotive Manufacturing
Society (CAMS).

The campus CAMS chapter was chartered in
fall of 2015 after Ryan Miller, Associate Director
for External Relations for the CME and the group’s
advisor, encouraged students to establish a collegiate
engineering-business-accounting honors society. Miller’s
goal for the society was to establish a direct connection
and a better understanding between these emerging
young professionals and automotive manufacturers.
“CAMS is still young in its organizational life-span,”
said Miller. “The intent and plan is to develop both
philanthropic/service projects as well as industry
collaborations to give our student membership a unique
glimpse into the automotive industry and to allow them
to use their interest to serve the community in some
fashion."
The concept of CAMS was developed and is
supported by the Mississippi Automotive Manufacturers
Association (MAMA). This association is composed
of Mississippi automotive manufacturers and their
suppliers and is a member of the Southern Automotive
Manufacturers Association (SAMA). Students involved
with CAMS are given the opportunity to interact with
members of MAMA in an effort to narrow the gap
between potential employers and potential employees.
“This regional body of manufacturers and suppliers
broadens the opportunities for students with CAMS
to see how the industry is shaping the region," said
Miller. "Already, we have had a number of automotive
industry interactions with companies such as Toyota,

Nissan, Paccar and APMM. These are companies that
have visited with our students, offered our students
tours of their facility and provide great advice regarding
pursuing careers in the automotive industry.”
The campus chapter has quickly emerged as an
esteemed society that is composed of around 20
members that are passionate about the automotive
industry. Due to its relatively short time on campus,
the chapter is being continuously restructured to ensure
efficiency and its betterment for current and future
members of CAMS.
“I joined CAMS in its second year of existence
and was motivated by the idea that if I got in at the
ground floor I could be a part of shaping the long
term structure of the society," said Tyler Butler, a
junior member of CAMS. "I admire our members'
perseverance through the trials and tribulations of
taking a brand new idea and continuously reworking
it to make it better for ourselves and our kids or
grandkids who will hopefully be able to join a CAMS
chapter in the future.”
In the past few years, members have benefitted
from the society through receiving coordinated tours
of manufacturing facilities, listening to speakers from
industry professionals and meeting executives for global
companies at national conferences. The chapter will
be traveling to Nashville in the upcoming fall semester
to interact with several companies at the Southern
Automotive Conference.
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SCHOOL OF
ENGINEERING
The School of Engineering features programs in biomedical, computer
and information, general, chemical, electrical, mechanical, civil, and
geology and geological engineering. This year, 14 freshmen received
top scholarships in the School of Engineering. A team of University of
Mississippi scientists are conducting research that may advance deep
space exploration for decades to come through a project funded by
the Mississippi NASA EPSCoR Research Infrastructure Development
Program, directed by Nathan Murray, UM research assistant professor
of chemical engineering. With the addition of three faculty members
and growing student enrollment, the new biomedical engineering
program at the University of Mississippi continues its impressive rise.
In its second year, the program has 105 students and three new fulltime faculty positions. David Puleo, who became dean of the School
of Engineering in August 2018, is also a biomedical engineer.

1.443
students
enrolled

9

degree
programs

267
freshman
students
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BRAND NEW
& BIOMEDICAL
OLE MISS WELCOMES NEW
PROGRAM IN ENGINEERING
Story by Abbie McIntosh

o those who are not math and science inclined, the
term biomedical engineering can sound complex, and
that’s because it somewhat is.
“The way I broadly define biomedical engineering
is the application of engineering principles to solve problems in
human health,” Dr. Dave Puleo, Dean of Engineering, said.
The University’s School of Engineering now offers students
an undergraduate degree in biomedical engineering, or as it’s
called by engineers, BME. BME is a relatively newer discipline
within the engineering community. This particular field of
discipline did not have a name until the 1970s, and according
to Puleo, biomedical engineering is growing in popularity across
the country.
When asked why this program came to Ole Miss, Dr. Dwight
Waddell, Academic Director of Biomedical Engineering, said
because it was low-hanging fruit,
“It was one of the easiest things that the University could
start," Waddell said.
The program was introduced two years ago and has between
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95 to 100 students currently enrolled. For the upcoming fall
semester, 50 new students will be enrolled.
Puelo said there’s more to the numbers than what most
people might think.
“Out of our eight programs, those numbers put biomedical
engineering in the top one or two programs in our school
depending on what day you look at the numbers,” Puelo said.
“That’s significant because in the grand scheme of things,
mechanical, chemical and civil engineering tend to be the big
programs in engineering schools.”
Both Puelo and Waddell say connections are at the heart
of biomedical engineering. To help explain how everything
connects, Dr. Puelo likes to use what’s called the “bedsidebench-and back again analogy.”
“We apply the tools in our tool box to human health,” Puelo
said. “So what’s the problem in human health? That’s at the
bedside. It has to start with real world problems. So not only
do we collaborate with other engineers, but with other scientists
and clinicians. Engineers aren’t directly fixing the people,

but we’re providing tools to fix it. So you start with a real life
problem, do some research and then if all goes well, you
translate back to the bedside to actually help people."
With any major, students are expected - and sometimes
required to have internships - and biomedical engineering is no
different.
“We’re taking advantage of our proximity to Memphis, and
Memphis has some world-size, large companies,” Waddell
said. “We have people who are on our alumni board who are
now employees of these larger companies that are helping us
create a pathway so that young people can have that internship
experience.”
Puelo also explains that in biomedical engineering, students
can participate in what’s called cooperative education, or a
“Co-Op.”
“Co-Op is preferably a semester at a time and the strongest
recommendation is do three semesters of Co-Op,” Puelo said.
“Do a semester off campus, on campus and then the summer.
So you effectively get a year of work experience, preferably with
a single company, and you’re learning."
The first group of students to have gone through the

“IT HAS TO START WITH REAL
WORLD PROBLEMS. SO NOT ONLY
DO WE COLLABORATE WITH OTHER
ENGINEERS, BUT WITH OTHER
SCIENTISTS AND CLINICIANS.
ENGINEERS AREN’T DIRECTLY
FIXING THE PEOPLE, BUT WE’RE
PROVIDING TOOLS TO FIX IT. ”
-Dr. Dave Puleo
whole program from freshmen to seniors will graduate May
2021. Puelo and Waddell said having a graduate program in
biomedical engineering is only a matter of time.
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SCHOOL OF
ACCOUNTANCY
The School of Accountancy features the following programs:
Bachelor of Accountancy, Master of Accountancy, Master
of Taxation and Doctor of Philosophy in Accountancy. The
undergraduate program provides training in the four major fields
of accountancy: public, management, governmental and taxation.
This year, the School of Accountancy degree programs are among
the top 10 in the 2018 annual national rankings of accounting
programs published by the Public Accounting Report. Two new
masters programs, the Master of Accountancy and Data Analytics
and the Master of Taxation and Data Analytics, are being funded
by a $1.5 million dollar scholarship from Big Four audit, tax and
advisory firm KPMG LLP as well as Ole Miss alumni. In June,
the school named Kendall Bowlin as the inaugural holder of its
Ed Krei Chair of Accountancy. Three graduate students, Grayson
Giles, Freda Sun and Hannah Farmer, recently won second
place in the Southeastern Regional Tax Challenge Competition.

1,274
students
enrolled

4

master degree
programs

198
freshman
students

Wesley Kraft, JT Novareese, Mary Hanley Jones, Molly Maroney and Ben Bradford
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PAYING IT FORWARD
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS DONATE THEIR
WINNINGS TO HURRICANE RELIEF EFFORTS
Story by Lexie Ownby

wo teams from the University of Mississippi Patterson School
of Accountancy won the PricewaterhouseCoopers Challenge
case competition in January 2019. PricewaterhouseCoopers is a
multinational tax accounting service. The competition they host
takes months to prepare, and a limited number of universities are invited
to compete. Teams are only given two weeks to develop a business plan.
For that plan, teams are given information about a fictional business and
are instructed to prepare a presentation for the company’s owners which
presents a solution to their problem.
This year’s competition hit home for Ben Bradford, a junior from
Panama City, Fla. As he and his team were working on their project,
Hurricane Michael beat away at Florida, devastating his hometown.
Bradford left Oxford and returned to Panama City to help with clean up and
restorative efforts while working remotely on the business plan project.
At the PwC Challenge, his team and another team from Ole Miss tied,
winning the cash prize of $200 per person. Bradford's team did not tell him
about their decision to donate their winnings until they had won.
“I had no idea that they had even discussed it!" Ben Bradford said.
Their totaled winnings of $1000 were donated to Hurricane Michael relief
efforts.
"The choice by my team members to donate their winnings to disaster
relief in my hometown was one of the most compassionate acts I've ever
witnessed, and I will remember their generosity and kindness forever,”
Bradford says.
“There was no debate whatsoever; my team wanted to and was excited
to be given the chance to help. Looking back, I believe our plan to donate
was a key factor in how we won the competition because it served to
motivate and bond us as not only a hard working team, but a group of
friends. I think we can all agree that being able to pay it forward to Ben,
who was an absolutely essential teammate despite his circumstances,
made the win so much more meaningful" Mary Hanley Jones says.
The generosity of this occurrence coupled with the honor of winning the
competition embodies foundational principles of the school of accountancy.
Helping others and performing at a standard of excellence are worth more
than cash prizes and accolades. Accountancy students at Ole Miss can
take pride in belonging to a school that values personal connection and
humanity alongside prestige and honor.
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SCHOOL OF
EDUCATION
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The School of Education features undergraduate programs
in Elementary, Secondary and Special Education as well as
programs in educational leadership, counselor, literacy, math,
secondary, special, early childhood, elementary and higher
education. This year, the School of Education inducted seven
new members, Kathleen Grigsby, Thomas C. Meredith, Ellen
Shelton, Pamela Smith and the late Dorothy Henderson to its
Hall of Fame. Undergraduate student Joy Smiley was awarded
a $3,000 grant for special education research. This year, the
University’s Counselor Education Clinic for Outreach and Personal
Enrichment (COPE) relocated to UM’s South Oxford Center. The
Willie Price Lab School earned its accreditation by the National
Association for the Education of Young Children this year.

1,457
students
enrolled

41
students in online
MA Higher Education
program

28

freshmen admitted
to METP
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Morgan Moak participates in a TeachLive simulation for the School of Education.

94

| THE OLE MISS 2019

A VIRTUAL
EDUCATION
VIRTUAL CLASSROOM SIMULATIONS PREPARE
EDUCATION STUDENTS FOR TEACHING
Story by Mackenzie Ross

how long she could talk, and she must have taken up a
eet sixth grade students Savannah,
fifth of my time before I had to stop her and struggle to
Jasmine, Dev, Ethan and Ava. Savannah
speed through the rest of my lesson.”
falls asleep. Jasmine gives long-winded
As the simulation challenges future teachers, new
answers. Ethan loves to play the air drums.
and types of behaviors are being added to
These students are special because they're notdynamics
real
the simulation. UM faculty plan to add a student who
students at all - they’re avatars in a virtual classroom at
struggles with dyslexia and a friend who mocks them in
the University of Mississippi School of Education.
During EDCI 352, education students become the
class.
teachers in TeachLive where they create their own
lesson and teach it to the students in the simulation.
Seniors in the education school do a TeachLive
simulation that revolves around a parent teacher
conference with upwards of eight different kinds of
parents with different personalities.
"The simulated students really react to questions
and activities and can be behaviorally disruptive," said
senior education major Harper Panter. "Typically, there
is a popular girl who likes to be on her phone during
class and a class clown who asks silly questions to get
the teacher off topic. Other students might fall asleep
during the lesson or not participate in the activities.”
Simulations help students practice using their
teacher voice and being in charge of students builds
their confidence before entering the real classroom.
Controlled by a faculty member, students also have to
come prepared with a lesson plan. During their time
at Ole Miss, education majors are required to face
“I think TeachLive is an effective tool for future
the virtual classroom at least twice as part of their
teachers,
but I do believe that the simulation has a long
coursework before graduating.
way to go in displaying the realities of a classroom,”
“I was so nervous the first time I did TeachLive,
said Kern. “Things like a small class size, advanced
which is basically a reflection of my future first day as
technology and fixing the limitations on movement
a teacher,” said junior education major Kendall Kern.
of the students because active and movement based
“One of my favorite memories, or mess-ups, from
learning is an important tool that the School of
TeachLive is when I tried to put my own spin on the pre
Education gives students."
written lesson about summary and analysis by asking
Ole Miss students never know what will happen in
the students to give me a short description containing
the classroom, but TeachLive helps prepare the next
key details about their day. My mistake came when
generation of teachers for whatever may come their way.
I asked Jasmine without giving clear instructions for

M
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COLLEGE OF
LIBERAL ARTS
The College of Liberal Arts features an array of degrees and
fields of study stemming from 21 departments. The school is
home to 14 centers and 13 interdisciplinary programs. This
year, Dean Lee Cohen was named a fellow in the Society of
Behavioral Medicine. The College of Liberal Arts launched a
new multidisciplinary minor, Disaster Sciences. UM archaeology
students hosted a Public Archaeology Day in November 2018
at Rowan Oak. The director of the Master of Fine Arts in
Creative Writing, Derrick Harriell, was awarded a $5,000 artist
fellowship by the Mississippi Arts Commission. This year’s
recipients of distinguished Croft scholarships were David
McDonald, Emma Lane, Akshaya Vijayasankar, Delaney Smith,
Jess Cooley, Olivia Jaramillo, Reed Peets and Ava Cooper.

40
undergraduate
degrees

5,132
students

32
graduate
degrees

EXPANDING
HORIZONS
THE UNIVERSITY WELCOMES A NEW
FLAGSHIP LANGUAGE PROGRAM
Story by Kaylee Crafton

program with Chinese being the other. This honorable
ach year, students from all throughout
distinction gave the well-deserved prestige to the Arabic
the country are drawn to Ole Miss for the
department. In addition to the prestige that comes with
University’s highly esteemed Arabic Language
being a Flagship Program is a substantial two-year
Program. The rigorous program is designed
grant. The Arabic language department received just
to ensure that students develop a deep understanding
below $275,000 this year, which will be followed by a
of the language and culture that will enable them
projected $325,000 grant in the upcoming academic
to succeed in their future academic or professional
year. These funds will help improve the Arabic
endeavors.
Language Program significantly as they enable new
As a way to maximize the effectiveness of the
faculty to be hired, allow additional Arabic courses to
program, the Arabic courses are intensive and taught
be added, and provide more opportunities for students
in small classroom settings of 20 or less students. For
choosing to study abroad.
this reason, the program usually accepts as few as
“The Flagship Program provides the rigor,
10 to 15 students per year. Faculty members of the
resources, and one-on-one instruction that are needed
program commend their students for being ambitious,
to learn a language as difficult as Arabic," said Miller
highly academically motivated, and of great value to the
Greene, a sophomore in the Flagship Program. While
university.
the demands for students in the Arabic Language
These students live up to this praise as they
Program are high, the expectations of the students in
must constantly meet the expectations that the
the Flagship Program are even more rigorous.
Arabic Language Program has for them. Not only
“For those in the Flagship Program, it’s a full
are students exposed to the Arabic language through
summer [of classes] before freshman year, Arabic every
the intensive classes they take each semester, but
semester before graduation (with dialect classes after
the department also enables students to come into
freshman year), [studying] abroad during the summer,
more contact with the language by allowing them the
and a full Capstone year after,” said Ella Lawson, a
opportunity to practice with native Arabic speakers,
sophomore in the Arabic Language Program. “There
join the Arabic Language Club, and attend weekly
are also OPI (Oral Proficiency Interview) tests, tutoring
one-on-one 30-minute sessions with Arabic instructors.
sessions, office hours, and other programming things."
These students are also encouraged to spend their
Despite the difficulty and hefty time commitment
summers studying abroad in places such as Jordan or
of the coursework and additional obligations that the
Morocco. Many of these students are also members
program entails, students seem to think that both the
of the university’s Croft Institute for International
current and future benefits of the program are worth it.
Studies. These "Crofties” must also adhere to the strict
“Having the opportunity to study Arabic really
requirements that Croft sets for them.
helps round out my education. Since I’m studying
When the Ole Miss Arabic Language Program first
the Middle East for my major, knowing the language
originated in 2008, it originated with the idea that it
helps with gaining context for situations,” said Jeannie
would one day become a Flagship. Ten years later,
Williams, a sophomore in the Arabic Flagship Program.
that idea became a reality as the university became a
“I’m excited that we have the Flagship Program now,
recipient of the Arabic Flagship Program.
because
other students and I have more resources to
At the beginning of this academic year, Arabic
delve into this language.”
became the university’s second Language Flagship
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EYE FOR THE ARTS
FROM A YOUNG AGE, STUDENT ARTISTS HAVE
GROWN UP WITH A LOVE FOR CREATING
Story by Alexis Lee

“My work in no way mimics or even resembles hers, but she
is an inspiration in not only her works of art but also her life
story,” Stayer said. “She became who she is because she knew
what she believed and knew what her strengths were within her
artwork. That is something I try to cultivate within my work and
myself. I am learning what my strengths are in not only art but
also the world around me through the creation of paint.”
Stayer has no real pattern to her work and she hopes to
continue that path. Her goal is to continually surprise her
audience and the people around her.
“I never want to get stuck in the same works for the rest of
my life. I hope people are kept on their toes in an exciting way,”
stated Stayer.
Now, creating her art is not an easy job. It takes a lot of time
and energy out of Stayer’s day-to-day life.
"As I am in a deep conversation with someone, part of my
mind is investigating how beautiful the light is hitting their eyes
and how much I want to try to recreate that. Or as I am walking
around campus, things that may seem unimportant to others
become the highlight of my day.”
This campus and town has given Stayer something special,
and it is a place that she will always hold close to her heart.
“Ole Miss has been a haven for me in not only the arts but
also the people," Stayer said.

Tony Mcelveen
B.F.A. - Graphic Design
PHOTO
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Ramsey Stayer
B.F.A. - Painting
From a young age, Ramsey Stayer was always encouraged to
be creative.
‘‘My mom paints whenever she can get the chance, and she
is quite good at it as well,” Stayer said. “So when I was younger
she would encourage me to draw or be outdoors all the time.”
A mother’s kind words and support along with her own
creative eye led Stayer into the arts.
Other than her mother, Stayer looks to Frida Kahlo for
inspiration and ideas.
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Design has been a part of Tony's life for as long as he can
remember.
“I’ve basically been drawing since before I learned howto
read, and what lead me into graphic design was through my
studies in high school and my counselor leading me down this
path.”
Mcelveen connects most with comic book artists such as
Mike Mignola, Aaron Mcgruder and Rob Schrab. This love drives
his future career and design goals. Mcelveen’s dream is to
expand his already-established comic book and clothing brands.
Through such a unique career, he hopes people remember
and connect with him through his personality and sense of
humor.
“It’s constant work trying to be creative 24/7, coming up with
new and fresh ideas, especially in a field like graphic design
because there’s always competition waiting for you, and having

she has always aspired to have her own business and create
things that people could enjoy in their everyday lives.
Just like every other creator, it can sometimes be difficult to
create.
“Life as a creator is never easy, but by far one of the most
rewarding gifts one could have. We are always our biggest critics,
and we might go through artist blocks at times, but we are
always seeking inspiration for our next creative endeavor.”
Throughout all the tough times, she is grateful for the gift
she has. Swatzell believes creators have the ability to share
the way they see the world which often times can bring a new
perspective to people’s lives.
People are the most important thing to Swatzell and that
includes every person she has met at Ole Miss.
"I’ve learned that you can be anywhere in this world, but the
people you meet and those you are in fellowship with are what is
most important."
She believes Ole Miss is a special, unique place and it will
always be a home and family that welcomes you back.
PHOTO |MEGANSUTL

your own voice/style that stands out from everyone else,"
Mcelveen said.
Throughout his years at Ole Miss, he is thankful for all
the people he has met. Each person has left him with more
knowledge and challenged him to grow.

Anna Swatzell
B.F.A. - Graphic Design
Anna Swatzell’s creative spirit was alive and well before she
could even write her name.
"I have always been interested in the arts ever since I can
remember being able to pick up a pencil or crayon. I wanted to
draw or paint anywhere I was as a young girl.”
Swatzell made the conscious choice in graphic design
because it combines painting, drawing, photography and digital
design, all of which she is very passionate about.
When looking for inspiration, she refers to a variety of artists,
graphic designers and interior designers including Paula Scher,
Lulie Wallace and Justina Blakeney, but ultimately she is inspired
by passionate people.
“I love when I can observe someone and see how passionate
they are about what it is they love to do. It inspires me to
constantly better myself when I witness their drive, work ethic
and see their dreams turn into a reality."
Swatzell is currently creating her own brand of versatile
patterns that could be utilized on multiple mediums including
wallpaper, fabric for curtains, pillows, tea towels and clothes, as
well as gift wrapping paper. Looking ahead at her future plans,
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SCHOOL OF
APPLIED
SCIENCES
The School of Applied Sciences features programs in applied
gerontology, communication sciences and disorders, health,
exercise science and recreation management, legal studies, nutrition
and hospitality management and social work. It is also home to the
Institute of Child Nutrition and the Jackson Heart Study Vanguard
Center. This year, the School of Applied Sciences welcomed its
first student, John Clark Ross, in their new interprofessional
degree program. In October, the school hired a new dean, Peter W.
Grandjean, as well as seven additional faculty members to assist in
future expansions for the school. This year was the first year that
the Dr. Bonita Lyons and ZonaDale L. Taylor Legacy Scholarship was
awarded. New vending machines were added on campus thanks
to a collaborative effort with RebelWell, a campus and community
wellness program, and faculty in the Department of Nutrition and
Hospitality Management. The vending machines hold healthier
options for faculty, staff and students across campus.

3,141
undergraduate
students enrolled

65%
resident
enrollment

35%
non-resident
enrollment
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PERFORMING
HAND-IN-HAND
OLE MISS HAND BAND CONNECTS WITH THE
COMMUNITY THROUGH SIGN LANGUAGE
Story by Rachel Long

Students like Goggans who have participated in Hand
le Miss's wide range of majors allow students
Band have learned invaluable lessons about stepping
to take part in clubs and organizations that
into others shoes, and better understanding those who
are offered to enhance their experience
they will be helping after graduation.
during undergrad. Hand Band is one of those
special and unique clubs. Hand Band is a club that “Taking ASL has been such a humbling experience,"
said Goggans. “Before taking this class I had little to
most Communications Sciences and Disorder students
no knowledge of the challenges the Deaf community
take part in but is also open to other students who want
faces each day; this class has given me the chance to
to enhance their American Sign Language skills. The
be somewhat immersed in their language and in their
club allows students experiences to practice their ASL in
culture, and it has opened my eyes in many ways. I
a group setting and a performance manner.
think the coolest thing I’ve learned through taking this
Although the ASL class is only for CSD students
class is that people with the inability to hear do not
fulfilling their language requirement, all students can
see their deafness as a hindrance to their way of living;
enjoy and appreciate the effort put in by their peers
instead, they choose to look at it as a privilege and as a
by attending Hand Band performances throughout the
thing they take pride in."
year. The club puts on a Holiday Rave and performs the
Many members of the hand band use their
national anthem at football games, which allows those
new-found skills in daily life. Vice president of the
in the stadium with communication disorders to feel
organization, Caitie Lusk, has used ASL while babysitting
connected and involved during that special moment.
as well as a fun way to communicate with friends.
Junior Avery Goggans is a member of the Hand
“I have found certain situations where it may be hard
Band, and participated in the 2018 Holiday Hand Band
to talk verbally, like in class or at a concert,” said Lusk.
Rave.
“I often find myself signing in a normal conversation
"The turnout for the Holiday Rave this year at the
with friends. It helps me continue to learn as well as a
Pavilion was surprisingly very large,” said Goggans.
fun way to teach others.”
“Because it was at the Pavilion at noon, there were a
Hand Band will continue being such an influential
lot on onlookers who stopped to watch us perform as
and important part of CSD students tenures at Ole Miss.
they grabbed a bite to eat at Cane’s or Steak 'n Shake.
The lessons and skills they learned through Hand Band
The audience was also full of faculty from the CSD
will stick with them long after they leave this campus.
department who came to watch their students.”
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SCHOOL OF
BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION
The School of Business Administration is home to the Center for
Innovation and Entrepreneurship as well as the Mississippi Small Business
Development Center. The undergraduate program offers 11 majors,
and the online master’s program was ranked No. 9 by the U.S. News &
World Report in January of 2019. This year, the school launched a new
networking program, Business Connect, linking students with former
graduates for employment. Frank Jones created a new scholarship in his
wife’s honor, helping students earn degrees from the School of Business
Administration. Three business students, Ryan Arneson, Rachael Dickens
and Heath Rooks, were among 60 undergraduates from 20 U.S. colleges
and universities chosen to participate in the Private Label Manufacturers
Association’s third annual University Outreach program in November 2018.

3,830
total
students

2,501
male
students

1,329
female
students
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TOP: Ole Miss alum and founder of La La Letter Bella Gonzalez delivers a keynote speech during the REDe Entrepreneurship Summit. BOTTOM LEFT:
Shiza Shahid speaks with students. BOTTOM RIGHT: Shiza Shahid delivers the keynote address during the REDe Entrepreneurship Summit at Ole Miss.
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DISCOVERING
A PASSION FOR
BUSINESS
BUSINESS SCHOOL GIVES STUDENTS THE
RESOURCES TO FOLLOW THEIR DREAMS
Story by Sarah Smith

he Ole Miss School of Business Administration has come a
long way since it was founded in 1917. In 1946, they were
the first in the state to be accepted into the Association to
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. It has been an honor
for Ole Miss to now be ranked in the top 100 undergrad business
schools, with the MBA program in the top 10.
For many students, this school has helped them grow and learn
throughout their business careers. The school has served many students
over the years, some with prior business knowledge and experience,
others learning about these practices for the first time. In what used
to be a field solely occupied by males, female entrepreneurs are finally
connected to the resources in education that they need to be successful.
New opportunities such as the REDe Entrepreneurship Summit,
which hosted numerous female business owners and creators from
around the country, are giving all business students tools to succeed.
Lakia Taylor, founder and owner Kia’s Jewels and FabuLuxe Boutique,
is a senior marketing major. Her passion for business started with her
parents, specifically her father, who is the first African American leasing
owner in the state. From a young age she fell in love with the process
and principle of her current business - building self-confidence.
“When I was eight years old, I began learning how to make jewelry,”
Taylor said. “I fell in love with making jewelry.”
It was not until college that she had the opportunity to start her own
business.
"During this process, I have thought of my purpose and mission,”
Taylor said. “I’ll do plenty of research about what I want to sell and
learn about pricing. Also during the process of brainstorming and
planning out of what I want to do, I have gathered my legal documents
for the business. Once I know that I am completely ready, I begin to let
everyone know about my business and do a launch date.”
“My customers will send videos and photos or tell me the response
they receive when they gift jewelry to someone,” Taylor said. “I find it so
beautiful, and it makes me happy to know how satisfied they are.”
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SCHOOL OF
JOURNALISM
AND NEW MEDIA
The School of Journalism and New Media features undergraduate programs
in Integrated Marketing Communications and Multimedia Journalism. In
addition to a master’s program in Journalism, the school added an online
Integrated Marketing Communications master’s program. The school is
home to the S. Gale Denley Student Media Center, the Overby Center for
Southern Journalism and Politics, the Magazine Innovation Center and the
Mississippi Scholastic Press Association.

This year, the School of Journalism and New Media, together with Chancellor
Vitter and the IHL Board, officially removed donor Ed Meek’s name from the
institution after controversy and an appeal from students, faculty, alumni
and Meek himself. This year, journalism major Brittany Brown received the
Ed Bradley Scholarship from the Radio Television Digital News Foundation
for her outstanding work in the field of journalism. Students Abbie McIntosh,
Madison Scarpino and Victoria Hosey went to Panama City in October to
cover the aftermath of Hurricane Michael. Students Ariel Cobbert, Devna
Bose, Brittany Brown and Christian Johnson were in Puerto Rico over winterintersession, reporting on the recovery from Hurricane Maria.

1.644
total students

428

male students

1,108

female students
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A LASTING LEGACY
OVERBY BRINGS NEW JOURNALISTIC AND
POLITICAL OPPORTUNITIES TO OLE MISS
Story by Alexis Lee

n a whim, Charles Overby took an elective
course in high school on journalism, and
on the second day of that class he turned
to a friend and said, "If they pay you to
do this, this is what I’m gonna do the rest of
At the beginning of his time as the editor of his
high school newspaper, Overby had the opportunity
to come to Ole Miss for the Mississippi Scholastic
Press Association and saw what they were doing in
the journalism field and fell in love with the school.
As a junior in high school, he knew he wanted to go
to Ole Miss and wanted to be the editor of The Daily
Mississippian, and that he was.
His love for journalism has a root with his passion
for the five freedoms. He is so passionate about this
that all five freedoms are printed out in the front of
the Overby Center for people to read.
“I consider it a real success if we can help people
understand what those five freedoms are because
most people don’t know the five freedoms”.
Being in a time period where people don’t really
appreciate opposing points of view, Overby is trying
to do everything he can to make sure the First
Amendment is upheld and respected.
"It is really easy to be for free speech that you
agree with; it’s really hard sometimes to be for free
speech that you don’t agree with or from someone
who is disagreeable. But, what this country is
founded on is the right for people to be able to say
whatever they want to.”
Overby's two loves, journalism and politics, took
him to Washington D.C. immediately after college
where he worked for Senator John Stennis whom
he met through an event at Ole Miss. That specific

O

interaction drove the fundamental proposition
behind the Overby Center - to provide programs for
students to come and meet people that they would
not otherwise get to and talk with them and ask for
advice.
my
life.”
Overby always knew he would end up back in
Oxford because of the warmth, friendliness and
camaraderie of people. On September 21, 2007, the
Overby Center had its very first event. 12 years and
160+ programs later, the center has developed a
following.
Today, the Overby Center is a 16,000-squarefoot multilevel space that includes offices for staff
and fellows, a boardroom, an auditorium that seats
225 people and multiple conference rooms that can
hold up to 100 people. The most memorable part
to Overby is the news wall, which is home to nine
screens, half of which have newspapers and the
other half stream live news channels.
The programs at the Overby Center are designed
for people to come in, listen to a conversation, then
ask questions which is followed by a reception where
you can have a one-on-one conversation with the
presenters.
“My advice to students is to meet as many people
as possible in the field of journalism and then find
an area that you are passionate about.”
The Fellows of the Overby Center have continued
to follow through on that advice themselves by
incorporating more programs and getting wellrenowned journalists to come back to Oxford to
work with students, encourage them and answer
questions. They want to continue to do this for years
to come.
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Sally McDonnell Barksdale

HONORS COLLEGE
Founded in 1997 by a gift from the Jim Barksdale family, the Honors
College works to provide small, discussion-based classes for students
from a variety of disciplines. The Honors College works to replicate the
learning environment of prestigious, private liberal arts schools by providing
dedicated, experienced faculty, who are committed to problem-solving and
bettering the community.

This year, the Honors College welcomed 14 freshman scholars, receiving
a total of $434,000 from four of the University’s most distinguished
scholarships. Ainsley Ash was awarded a Fulbright UK Summer Institute
Grant to fund a study abroad trip in Ireland. To debut renovated space, the
Honors College displayed an art exhibit by native Mississippi artist Lauren
Elkins. Senior Honors College students Noah Kippenbrock and Mary Grace
Bass presented their research at the South Central Branch of the American
Society for Microbiology at the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

freshmen scholars
receiving a total of
$434,000

Barksdale Award Scholars
Bethany Fitts &
Gabrielle Schust

Marshall Scholarship
Finalists Marisa Kutchma
& Jaz Brisack

PENNY FOR
YOUR THOUGHTS
FACULTY AND STUDENTS EXPRESS ADMIRATION
FOR PROGRAM MANAGER AT HONORS COLLEGE
Story by Devna Bose

“She also knows most people at the University, so she
ssentially the face of the Sally McDonnell
can get things done, whether it be arranging an event
Barksdale Honors College, Penny Leeton, who
with top administrators or contacting the right person in
is program manager of the SMBHC, is rarely
Facilities Management to get a building issue resolved.” He
seen without a smile. Her bright “Hey!” chimes
added,
“She is funny and fun to work with."
from her office all hours of the day, and she never turns
a
Just as her colleagues are grateful to work alongside her,
student away when they amble into her office with a, “Hi,
the love is mutual.
Ms. Penny,” which is pretty often.
"The Honors College is a place of opportunity and
Leeton has worked at the University for over 29 years,
ambition, and I love every bit of it; but I especially love
but her laughter has been echoing in the Honors College
working for and with Dean Douglass Sullivan-González," she
hallways since 2003. Her coworkers’ and students’
said, referring to the dean of the Honors College. “Doug is
adoration of her is obvious from the constant rotation of
a wonderful man, and I feel lucky to have spent so many of
people in her doorway.
my professional years with him.”
"I love the students,” she said. “We have an open-door
“Penny Leeton brought warm, gregarious energy to the
policy at the Honors College, and I enjoy students stopping
office when she joined our team,” he said. “Penny is a
by to say hello or tell me about their worries or successes.
wonderful friend and colleague, always ready to listen and
They radiate energy and keep me smiling.”
to laugh and ever ready for a new challenge."
John Samonds, associate dean of the Honors College,
He described her office as the “go-to spot” for Honors
has worked with Leeton since her arrival as Honors
students and repeated that her contacts throughout campus
Coordinator in 2003 and agreed that her relationship with
allow the program to function "effectively and efficiently,”
students is special. He said that she has been an important
taking it to new heights.
part of the growth of the Honors program.
"Penny’s demeanor, her work ethic and her commitment
“Because of her warm and inviting personality, students
enabled us to take the Honors College to the next level,
love her and are always in her office. She gets to know
from a small institution of less than 400 students to one
students in a way that many of us don’t," he said. “This
of more than 1,600 students today,” he said. “Penny's
would not be the same place without her.”
flexibility
and her resolve enabled us to achieve this
SMBHC Senate Student Director Jessica Tran said that
remarkable institutional growth. Without her, it would have
her relationship with students could be described as having
been nearly impossible.”
a “mama bear" dynamic.
And Leeton is proud to have been a part of it. She thinks
"Penny has the ability to reach out to students and get
the Honors College is the “crown jewel” of the campus and
to know them on a deeper level," she said. "Her impact on
said that the University is a “more attractive and compelling
the Honors College is and will always be long-lasting, but
institution because of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale
there are not words sufficient to exemplify her impact on
Honors College.”
students."
Some of her favorite memories throughout the years go
Tran said that Leeton is “absolutely beautiful inside and
back to the students.
out” and reiterated that there would be no Honors College
“Years ago, when we were much smaller, the dean,
without Penny Leeton.
Associate Dean Samonds and I would take seniors to New
“While everyone is going about his or her daily routines,
York City for a “city as text” experience,” she said. "That
she runs the SMBHC behind the scenes," she said. “She is
was always an adventure!”
the person emailing, event planning and keeping a watchful
And she's always up for one of those. Though she’s
eye on what needs to be done.”
been eligible for retirement for the past few years, she said
Her connections as a result of her long tenure at the
she hasn’t given it much though because “almost every day
University are helpful in “getting things done,” according to
at the Honors College is a fun adventure.”
Samonds.
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SCHOOL OF
PHARMACY
The School of Pharmacy includes the departments of BioMolecular
Sciences, Pharmaceutics and Drug Delivery, Pharmacy Administration
and Pharmacy Practice. The school works in connection with the
University of Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson, Miss. The
Research Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences is comprised of Pii
Center for Pharmaceutical Technology, Center for Pharmaceutical
Marketing and Management, the National Center for Natural Products
Research and the Center for Clinical and Translational Science.

This year, the School of Pharmacy established the Anne Marie Liles
Memorial Scholarship in honor of the school’s former director of experiential
affairs. Three Pharmaceutics and Drug Delivery graduate students, Rishi
Thakkar, Amit Pillai and Gauri Shadambikar, advanced in the UM Graduate
School Three Minute Thesis Competition. The Pharmacy student team who
participated in the “Bowl for Breath” Cystic Fibrosis Fundraiser finished
in second place, raising $3,422 for the cause. The School of Pharmacy
hosted the Mississippi Walk for Diabetes in early November. Pharmacy
professor David Colby was awarded a grant from the National Institute for
Drug Abuse to assist in his development for treating the opioid crisis.

447

pre-pha rmacy
students

445
professional
students

126
graduate
students

GRADUATE
SCHOOL
The Graduate School offers a variety of higher-education programs,
including eight entirely online programs. The Graduate School was founded
to ensure compliance with regulations and standards for programs as
well as help students who wish to pursue a deeper level of knowledge in
a particular subject. Graduate School students are expected to contribute
to their field of study in the future with original research and innovation.
This year, the Graduate School hosted the Three Minute Thesis
Competition in November. In September, the Graduate School
partnered with the Counseling Center to provide a Graduate Instructor
Counseling Workshop in order to help instructors identify students who
might be struggling. Five UM doctoral students, Kyra Dodson, LaToya
Flint, Christine D. Lewis, Hilda Nieblas and Ann-Elodie Robert were
selected as Southern Regional Education Board Doctoral Scholars.

2,145

students enrolled

male students

1,213

female students
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GOING THE EXTRA MILE
GRADUATE STUDENT FOLLOWS HER PASSION FOR
ATHLETICS WHILE GETTING AN EDUCATION
Story by Madeline Nash

(SEC) and the traditions of the school that came with
o Rhodes is a first-year graduate assistant
it,” said Rhodes.
for the University of Mississippi Athletic
A few more deciding factors that came into play
Department. Rhodes holds the position as a
were
the pride of the school itself and the unique
marketing and fan experience assistant. She
is originally from Jersey City, NJ., and received hergameday environment of Ole Miss sports.
While asking her how she balances work and school,
undergraduate degree from the University of Kentucky.
she expressed how important it is to remain organized
During her studies at the University of Kentucky, she
and ahead of athletic events and homework.
majored in business communication. Upon enrolling at
One of her co-workers, Janice Rubbert describes Ro
Ole Miss, Rhodes interned with the National Basketball
as being “passionate about growing her professionality
Association (NBA), the Green Bay Packers, the
and empowering others."
University of Kentucky Athletics Marketing Department
"She goes the extra mile to become involved,
and the Lexington Legends, a minor league baseball
(MiLB) team. Her passion has always been athletics, but whether that be attending conferences to help her grow
or to network professionally," said Rubbert.
in her spare time, she enjoys event planning, cooking,
Rhodes has utilized winter and summer breaks to
outdoor environments and having a good time. Rhodes
prepare
for the upcoming athletic season. When school
states that her "personal drive” is competitiveness,
is back in session, her life is very chaotic. Her passion
which helped her achieve new goals and new heights as
for sports stems from her father, Rodrick Rhodes,
an Ole Miss student seeking success in a professional
who was a former NBA player. Although she did not
career.
get his athletic talent, she enjoys watching sports
When Rhodes was in search of a graduate
documentaries, especially ESPN’s well-known 30 for 30.
degree program, the Ole Miss Integrated Marketing
Rhodes wanted to express how amazing it is to see
Communications (IMC) major jumped out at her.
the love and support that students and the surrounding
She knew it would be a great way to build upon her
communities have for Ole Miss sporting events. The
undergraduate degree and take the skills she learns at
traditions and the excitement in the games motivate
Ole Miss and apply them to future career endeavors.
her to be better at her job and give the fans a better
“I came into Ole Miss not knowing much, but I knew
atmosphere to want to return to future games.
I wanted to stay within the Southeastern Conference
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MEET
OXFORD’S MAYOR
HOW ROBYN TANNEHILL’S LOVE FOR OXFORD PUT
HER IN THE POLITICAL LIMELIGHT
Story by Marlee Crawford

managing enormous growth and everything falls under
obyn Tannehill never foresaw herself in politics.
that larger umbrella.
Tannehill spearheaded the annual Double
"In the state of Mississippi, a community that’s
Decker Arts Festival as tourism director in
growing as fast as ours is really rare,” she said. “I want
1995, which draws in a crowd of over double
Oxford’s population, co-chaired the $30 million bondto embrace that, but I want to figure out ways to protect
the parts of Oxford that we love as we grow that fast.”
referendum to build the new Oxford High School and ran
Oxford's population is about 23,000, but the
for Alderwoman as a Democrat against a Republican
University of Mississippi doubles the population during
who held that seat for more than 20 years.
the school year. There are about 80,000 to 100,000
She won.
people in Oxford on special event weekends, such as
“For four years I loved being an Alderwoman, but
SEC games, graduation, Greek life parent weekends, Arts
there were so many things that frustrated me that I knew
Council programs and many more occasions.
I had to be in the mayor’s seat to change," she said.
Tannehill ran for mayor unopposed in June 2017, only
the second woman to take that title in Oxford’s history.
In 1995 Tannehill started the Double Decker Arts
Festival.
“I wanted to plan a festival that spotlights what we do
best, which is music, food and art," she said. “Another
goal was to generate business for local restaurants and
bars.”
Without much money to fund it, she reached out to
Budweiser and Coca-Cola Co., who each gave $10,000
that first year.
“I told [musicians] if you will play this year for free,
I’ll pay you next year,” she said. “We also scheduled the
festival to be the weekend before the New Orleans Jazz
"The University and the city of Oxford would not be
Festival to get [musicians] that were going there to stop
the same without each other," she said. The restaurants,
in Oxford on their way.”
entertainment and shopping centers come with having a
The last goal was to have no admission fees, and it
college campus.
still remains that way today. There were about 9,000
“Oxford’s a unique place with unique challenges with
people at the first festival, and 23 years later, it has
20,000 18 to 21 year olds mixed with 20,000 folks who
grown to over 65,000 in attendance.
are not," Tannehill said.
Tannehill said she wanted to push Oxford further
Students are here as residents of Oxford, not just
development-wise. She has spent the past nine months
attendees of Ole Miss, and she wants to make them
in office restructuring many departments within the city.
aware of that balance and of how to be good neighbors.
“We’ve done a lot the same way for a long time, and
She said she’s making decisions not based on
that doesn’t mean we’ve done it wrong,” she said. "It
running again.
was just time in my opinion to ask questions about why
“I have no idea if I will or won’t [run again],” she said.
we do it that way.”
“I would’ve told you two years ago I would never run for
Oxford is commonly referred to as a small town, and
mayor."
Tannehill said she hears that often.
Tannehill said the people of Oxford are so invested
“We have a budget of over $70 million and over 500
in the community’s progress, so it's rewarding to see
employees," she said. “That’s not such a small town
things come together.
really."
According to Tannehill, Oxford’s main challenge is
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“FOR FOUR YEARS I LOVED BEING
AN ALDERWOMAN, BUT THERE WERE
SO MANY THINGS THAT FRUSTRATED
ME THAT I KNEW I HAD TO BE IN
THE MAYOR’S SEAT TO CHANGE."
- Robyn Tannehill
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ONE BOW TIE
AT A TIME
LOCAL INSURANCE SALESMAN
FINDS HOBBY IN BOW TIES
Story by Lee Catherine Collins

eddy Mullin is an artist. He also sells insurance. He is
an army veteran, a father, truly a jack-of-all-trades. I sit
down on a funky, Rebel red and blue barstool, unlike
any I have ever seen. Mullin made the very seat I take
for our interview.
His shirt is a stylish, dotted print. His shoes are shined, and
a tasteful blazer hangs nearby. He is a dapper dresser, but by
far, he has one accessory that steals my attention. His bow tie
is made of glossy, polished wood. Light and dark tones contrast
beautifully, and the unique carving of the piece mimics the
curvature of a fabric bow tie. The wood is stunning, but I see
some pretty, printed cloth in the bow’s “tied” center. I learn later
that the adjustable neck is made of the same upcycled cloth.
Fabric from his family, a shirt belonging to his grandfather, old
memories make up the fabric portion of the ties.
He shows them to me with a look of pride - a red and blue
one that looks fit for the Grove catches my eye. Another one with
that unique curvature is fitted together, different tones of wood
contrasting. Everything about them feels intentional, unique,
carved and created by a maker.
I say, “That is artistry."
He says, “Yeah, that is how I plan to keep this.”
Mullin had been wearing bow ties for years, and his creative
mindset and passion for fashion led him to wondering how to
make a bow tie. He made and sold cloth bow ties, eventually
adding wooden ones to the mix. Since 2014, Mullin has been
carving, drilling and testing his creativity one bow tie at a time.
He shows me images on his computer of bow ties he likes,
but he always ends up shaking his head. He disapproves of the
laser-cut wooden ties - no surprise. I can see why someone who
appreciates artistry cannot approve of streamlining or taking
shortcuts.
When I ask where he starts to make one bow tie, he nods
at a long, heavy, rough-looking wooden board. I cannot believe

T

that beautiful, tiny, polished piece comes from such a splintery
old thing. He starts rattling off different names of types of wood,
some I recognize, but most I do not.
We chat about his past careers, his hopes and dreams
for the future with his bow ties. We chat about the time Eric
Jefferies, Ole Miss signee, wore one of his bow ties for signing
day, causing a buzz around the wooden ties. We discussed
websites, business cards, future arts festivals locally and
around Mississippi. I could feel the passion he has for selling
his product, his beautiful art. He discussed projects with local
retailers that he is currently hard at work to finish, everything
from the actual bow ties themselves to the displays on which
they will rest.
I asked him, “What is your dream for this hobby? What do
you want to do with the bow ties?”
He replied, “I want it to take off, but I want to do it smart."
Mullin knows his stuff, knows how to piece different materials
together to make one, cohesive look. He has the style, the look,
the drive, the passion to make it happen - not to mention the
jigsaw, carving tools, bond glue and clamps.
As I leave I notice a plaque on his desk.
“God gives us dreams a size too big so that we can grow into
them,” it says.

WORDS REBELS SAY
THERE ARE CERTAIN PHRASES AND REFERENCES
THAT ONLY A REBEL WOULD UNDERSTAND
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GUIDE TO
THE SQUARE
OUR STAFF’S PICKS AT THE BEST PLACES
TO SHOP, EAT AND HANG OUT

Neilson’s
Neilson’s Department Store, the oldest
department store in the South, was built
in 1839 on the Square. In the fire of 1864,
many stores on the Square, including
Neilson’s burned. They were able to rebuild,
and store business hasn’t been interrupted
since that date.

City Grocery
One of the oldest restaurants on the Square,
City Grocery is home to their famous shrimp
& grits. Exposed brick walls and heart pine
plank floor augment the candle light and
white linen which stages some the most
inventive and interesting food in the South.
When the weather is just right, you can find
many locals and students sitting on the
balcony overlooking the Square.
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The Library
"I’m just going to the Library tonight.” is the
famous line many students give to their parents.
The Library Sports Bar has one of the world’s
most expensive library cards. Selling only once
a year, the cards are sold for $100 and admits
a patron free cover into one of the most popular
bars among students for the full calendar year.

Secret Grilled Cheese
Behind the hidden black door is the home of “the
secret grilled cheese place,” as referred to by
customers. Along with the sandwiches, the speakeasythemed bar also sells serve handcrafted cocktails
but only Thursday through Sunday from 10 p.m. to
midnight. The wait outside the door might be long, but
it's worth the wait to find your next late-night craving.

The Lyric
From weddings to Greek events and concerts, The
Lyric hosts events for everyone. The structure was
originally a livery stable owned by William Faulkner’s
family in the early part of the 20th century. During
the 1920s it was converted into a theater for live
performances and silent films where it was named
The Lyric Theatre. In 1949 it also hosted the world
premiere of MGM's "Intruder in the Dust” which
was an adaptation of one of Faulkner’s novels.
After multiple changes over the years, The Lyric
was renovated at the end of 2018, adding back the
traditional marquee-style sign that made it such a
staple in the 1920s.

The Telephone
Booth
The Courthouse
The City of Oxford was founded in 1837 with the
Courthouse being built in 1840. The building was burned
down by Union soldiers in 1864 then rebuilt in 1871.
Located in the very middle of the Square, it is now home to
several judicial courtrooms and related offices. On the lawn
surrounding the building, you can find the Oxford Maker’s
Market on the weekends.

The place for cheesy photos
with your best friends, the
British-themed Oxford icon is
located outside of City Hall. It
was donated to the city by an
Oxford resident after he served
in the U.S. Air Force in Oxford,
England, and the booth was
placed on the Square in 1995
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Top: Oxford Mounted Patrol participates in the Ole Miss homecoming parade on the Square. Bottom: David Misenhelter takes care of patrol horses at their farm.
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STOP HORSING
AROUND
MOUNTED PATROL MAINTAINS
ORDER IN OXFORD
Story by Maddie McGee

“During the initial training and evaluation phase,
night out on Oxford’s Square looks like a
each horse is assessed and put through obstacles like
Friday night in most college towns: students
tarps, fireworks and smoke,” Misenhelter said. “Also,
and visitors filling up bars and restaurants,
the horse will be further assessed while working alone
loud music pulsing into the streets and lines
of Ubers and taxis looking for their next passenger.and in groups with other horses. Sensory and crowd
control situations will be introduced at this point.”
But one thing that sets Oxford’s nightlife scene
Once a horse has passed this phase, they move
apart from other collegiate counterparts is the Oxford
on to various locations and neighborhoods in Oxford
Police Department Mounted Patrol Unit. The group of
before heading to their final test: patrolling the Square.
eight horses stand tall over the crowded streets and
“The downtown area is very dynamic for training
alleys of the Square, put in place to manage the large
as there is continuous vehicular and pedestrian
crowds that accumulate during weekends in Oxford.
traffic, balconies, music and ever-changing scenery,”
You’ve probably seen Snapchats of rowdy Square
Misenhelter said.
goers trying to pet the horses, and OPD’s Twitter
account has posted photos of Ole Miss legends like
Archie Manning hanging out with the herd.
OPD’s David Misenhelter is the officer in charge of
the unit and spends much of his time ensuring the
horses are ready for weekends on the Square.
Misenhelter said that the horses are an excellent
tool for crowd management, law enforcement and
public relations.
"Due to the increased height on a horse, the
mounted officer is able to survey a large area quickly
and address problem situations effectively,” he said.
“The officer and his mount are also a crime deterrent
due to their increased visibility to the public.”
Misenhelter said the mounted unit boosts OPD’s
Misenhelter said his favorite part of working with
manpower on busy nights.
the
horses is seeing their training help them blossom
“One mounted patrol officer and his or her horse is
into effective patrol horses.
compared to the effectiveness of ten police officers on
“It doesn’t come easily," he said. “It takes
foot in crowd-control situations,” he said.
patience
and consistency to help them overcome their
In addition to working with the horses while on
fears
and
gain confidence on the street.”
Square duty, Misenhelter directs much of the care
Misenhelter also noted that Mounted Patrol
and training of OPD’s horses at the stable.
helps
to create a special bond between the Oxford
"We oversee healthcare of the herd, maintain the
community
and the police department.
facility and equipment and provide ongoing training
“
We
interact
with hundreds of people during the
to horses and riders to keep their abilities sharp,” he
course of a shift,” he said. “Some people have never
said.
been that close to horses and enjoy visiting with them.
Horses undergo a rigorous training process before
Being out on the street at all times gives us the ability
they officially become members of the herd.
to connect with people.”

A

“ONE MOUNTED PATROL OFFICER
AND HIS OR HER HORSE IS
COMPARED TO THE EFFECTIVENESS
OF TEN POLICE OFFICERS ON FOOT
IN CROWD CONTROL SITUATIONS.”
- David Misenhelter
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BLOOMING IN GOOD SOIL
OLE MISS ALUM REMINDS OTHERS THAT YOU
DON’T ALWAYS HAVE TO LEAVE HOME
Story by Rachel Long

eRturning to your hometown may not be everyone’s
ideal situation after college, especially if it’s a small
town. Lindsay Miller’s heart was not overly fond of
the idea of returning to her hometown of Laurel, Miss.
Thirty-seven minutes north of Hattiesburg, Laurel seems to be
just a quaint and charming town with a single stretch of main
street - which it is, at first glance.
Born and raised in Laurel, Lindsay knew every street, every
member of the Friday night Sonic crew and every country road
like the back of her hand. But, despite the feeling that she had
gotten everything she could out of her hometown during her life
before college, something still called,
"There always seem(ed) to be more room to grow and
places to dig deep.”
Growing up in a small town Lindsay was involved in every
social and academic activity. With her calendar filled to the
brim with high school mascot duties, Future Leaders of Jones
County meetings and Dixie Electric Leadership gatherings,
Lindsay still found time to root herself in her creative endeavors.
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In high school she painted her own art - most of which
mimicked the art that she longed for but could not afford.
Allowing herself the chance to create something she loved,
Lindsay learned that she wanted others to enjoy her creations
as well.
From Jones County Junior College to Ole Miss, Lindsay’s
love for art and knack for involvement followed her. Although her
transition from home to school was not easy, the friendships
she found and the experiences she enjoyed ultimately led her to
appreciate herself and learn to love where she was, for the time
she was there.
“Naturally, the people that impacted me most were the
friends and community from all circles of campus. From
Student Activities Association with Bradley Baker to Ole Miss
Orientation and Admissions with Martin Fisher, I found myself
surrounded by mentors, strong leaders and now friends. Ole
Miss Orientation introduced me to my lifelong friends, in fact,
a large portion of whom I still talk to every single day.” Lindsay
shares.
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Lindsay’s creative spirit did not lack intentions of growing.
After graduating from Ole Miss, Lindsay found herself back in
Laurel. She leaned on the inspiration of her unofficial mentor
Erin Napier, and by association, Ben Napier. Lindsay has known
Erin and Ben her whole life. She appreciated the time and pride
they put into everything they made and created, in their little
town, long before their show, Home Town, was a beloved show
on HGTV.

“YOU DON’T HAVE TO MOVE
AWAY TO CREATE THE LIFE YOU

ALWAYS WANTED.”
- Lindsay Miller
Lindsay speaks to the Napiers’ character with fondness,
“Erin and Ben are some of the most giving people I’ve ever
known. They get a lot of spotlight being on national television,
but they always use that to shine on other people. I mean it
when I say, they are the most normal people. None of this has
changed their mission to bring good to Laurel. Our town has
flourished more than it ever has. People have the courage to
open their own businesses and to live out their dreams right
here. Working for Erin and Ben has further proved that you
don’t have to leave to make a change in this world. You don’t
have to move away to create the life you’ve always wanted."
In their memoir Make Something Good Today, Erin writes,
“If we shift our perspectives, we allow for the possibility that
life can crack open with wonder and we can find magic in the
familiar.”
Lindsay's creative spirit also shines vividly through her own
art business, Good Soil. Lindsay is commissioned for her wellknown, beautifully radiant floral paintings, among many of her
other painting and artistic endeavors. Good Soil has connected
Lindsay to her art even more so because of the joy it brings
people to enjoy her pieces. Good Soil has allowed Lindsay the
chance to grow in her art and continually bloom there.
At first glance Laurel may be just that single strip of main
street, and Lindsay may just be another twenty-something
pursuing her dreams; but, upon a closer look both are full of
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DOWN THE ROAD
THE STAFF DROVE OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS TO
FIND THE HIDDEN GEMS YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS
Story by Lee Catherine Collins

or many Ole Miss students and faculty, life in Oxford
can fall into a routine of on-campus commitments
and in-town errands. We get stuck somewhere
between the highways and forget that there are some
hidden gems just on the outskirts of Oxford.
Less than 10 miles from Oxford is the little town of Taylor.
After athletic events or just for fun, Oxonians tend to flock
to the rustic front porch of Taylor Grocery. The delicious
Southern staple, catfish, is certainly ordered in abundance,
but the steaks, seafood and sides are sure to please the
entire crowd as well. This no-frills atmosphere is completed
with fun handwriting on the walls, red and white checkered
tablecloths and the occasional bluegrass band playing in the
background. While most Ole Miss students have tasted or
at least heard of the delicious fried fish from Taylor Grocery,
many of us draw a blank when it comes to what else Taylor
has to offer.
Located in the same old-school strip of buildings as the
catfish house, NIETT Metals is home to handmade jewelry
and objects crafted by goldsmith and designer, Nicole Rottier

F
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Harlow. The mid-century modern studio displays Harlow's
impeccable work, dainty golden chains and classic, staple
pieces with a unique spin. Harlow, an Ole Miss graduate,
has worked on jewelry spanning the spectrum - everything
from personalized family heirlooms and engagement rings to
everyday jewelry and simple pieces.
Often frequented by sororities for bid day or alumnae
weekends, The Mill & Chapel at Plein Air has become the
rental space to book or use as a backdrop for photoshoots.
With the 14' tall ceilings, exposed brick walls and antique
maple floors, it has become the place for weddings. Not only
for locals, many students return to the area to get married
after meeting their true love at Ole Miss.
Just a bit further out of town, approximately 25 miles, is
the picture-perfect town of Water Valley. If you think about
just about any Hallmark movie, you have got the downtown
portion of this little gem just right.
Along Main Street, Trusty Diner is a can’t-miss stop for a
meal. With a delicious mix of favorites like hummus and pita,
gyros, delicious turkey burgers and the cheesiest macaroni

and cheese you've ever seen, Trusty Diner is
sure to please.
In a small, Mississippi town, you may not
expect to find an LGBTQ or feminist book
store, but Water Valley scores again. Violet
Valley Bookstore brings a variety of books
to the area, hoping to promote diversity and
inclusivity. This book-lover's dream offers new
and used copies so that readers of every kind
can find an affordable buy.
After a good book, the next stop is almost
always for coffee. On Main Street, you can
find the adorable Humble Bee Cafe. Offering
delicious drinks and delectable sweets, this
cozy cafe is the perfect oasis for some muchneeded quiet or study time. Whether you
want to sit in the perfect window seat or take
your drink to go, Humble Bee Cafe is another
memorable stop in Water Valley.
This list is just a small look at the funky,
undiscovered gems in Taylor and Water
Valley. Whether you are looking for a weekend
adventure or just a break from the weekly
grind, these towns offer options that are so
unique, fun and special that they will have you
coming back for more.
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OPPOSITE LEFT: Nicole Rottler Harlow creates hand
made jewelry in her studio in Taylor, Miss. OPPOSITE
RIGHT: Family-owned Taylor Grocery is visited by
many throughout the year for it’s fried catfish. LEFT:
Eli Morgan browses the discounted book shelf outside
of Violet Valley Bookstore in Water Valley, Miss.
BOTTOM LEFT: Small details around the bookstore
depict themes of equality and queerness. BOTTOM
MIDDLE: Ole Miss students and faculty flock to Water
Valley to for the small town atmosphere and some
stop at Humble Bee Cafe for study time. BOTTOM
RIGHT: Trusty Diner in Water Valley serves many
food options including gyros and turkey burgers.
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STUDENTS, SCANNERS AND SATURDAY NIGHTS
Story by Kayci Kimmons

The ordinance included many new rules for businesses.
ith every college town comes an elevated sense
Security cameras needed to be installed at all entrances.
of excitement. The atmosphere here in Oxford
The establishment of ID scanners guarded against underage
is unique because of the prevalence of Ole Miss
drinking at any establishment that sold alcohol. Security
students. For many of us, the party never stops,
guards
especially at the historic Square. But this nightlife culture
hasneeded to fulfill the new 50:1 ratio and were required
to have visitors stand in lines to get into events. Detailed
been characterized by underage drinking and violence, and
safety measures, like active shooter response guidelines, also
elected officials of Oxford have had enough.
needed to be created by business owners. Those who violate
In June 2018, not long after an incident in which a
the ordinance would face misdemeanor charges.
shot was fired at The Lyric during an event, city aidermen
Upon release, issues with the proposed ordinance arose
discussed a solution that would address the long-standing
immediately. Rather than require all businesses and bars
safety issues in downtown Oxford. The solution, known as
to follow the new guidelines, only a specific “district” within
the Downtown District Ordinance, was designed to combat
the Square would have to comply. The proposed area of
underage drinking and the lack of safety at the Square by
concern included anything "which lies west of the Lafayette
enforcing a number of new guidelines for businesses to follow
County Courthouse, beginning on the west side of Courthouse
and increasing security. The ordinance was presented to city
Square,
proceeding west on Jackson Avenue to include
officials by Oxford Police Chief Joey East in early June.
those businesses on the south side of Jackson Avenue to
“What we’re doing is trying to provide public safety and
South 10th street; then proceeding south to the north side of
quality of life and protect the surrounding downtown area that
Van Buren Avenue to include those businesses on the east
has brought so many people to our community," said Mayor
side of South 10th Street: and then proceeding east on Van
Robyn Tannehill.

W
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Buren Avenue to South Lamar Boulevard to include those
businesses on the north side of Van Buren Avenue, within the
Boundaries as herein stated.”
The exclusive boundary of the ordinance seemed to accuse
certain businesses as the cause of the issues and left out
major bars on the Square.
Other issues raised concern for business owners on the
Square. The installation of ID scanners posed a threat to the
bars. Not only were the scanners expensive, but they also
had been proven ineffective and therefore useless due to the
increasing usage of fake IDs. The Lyric and the Powerhouse
would be required to file notices detailing their upcoming
events, another exclusive property of the ordinance. A
violation of the First Amendment right to assemble without
fear of government interference was also possible. The
amount of backlash from citizens and business owners
ultimately resulted in a public discussion and redrafting
that took place in early July. The new proposal included all
businesses and bars in Oxford, decreasing the exclusiveness
of the original draft.
The ordinance passed after several months of debate
about whether the ordinance reflected a racial bias, invaded
personal privacy or would realistically solve the problem of
underage drinking. The city required bars and restaurants
within the “downtown entertainment district” to comply within
30 days of the implementation of the ordinance in September
and gave citywide locations until January 1 to adhere to the
changes. However, the Oxford Police Department and local
bar owners have said they have not seen any change in safety
since the city’s alcohol ordinance went into full effect at the
start of this year.
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EAT U P

THE OLE MISS SURVEYED STUDENTS TO FIND
OUT THEIR FAVORITE RESTAURANTS BY LOCATION

ON JACKSON AVENUE:
Smallcakes

OFF THE BEATEN PATH:
Lost Pizza Co.

OFF THE BEATEN PATH:
Handy Andy’s

ON-CAMPUS:
Raising Cane’s

ON THE SQUARE:
Ajax Diner

ON UNIVERISTY AVENUE:
Oby’s

ON JACKSON AVENUE:
Casa Mexicana
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SERVING STUDENTS,
ONE MEAL AT A TIME
TEAMING UP TO BEAT HUNGER AND CHANGING
STUDENT’S LIVES ALONG THE WAY
Story by Madeline Nash

I agine coming home from school and not knowing when you would
m
receive your next meal. Children are opening pantries to find no food
items. Sadly, this is the case for too many students in the Oxford/
Lafayette area.
Oxford Lovepacks was established in 2010 after multiple teachers were
seeing dripping food items come from elementary students’ backpacks. The
teachers learned that the students were saving leftover milk cartons and
food items to take home after school. The children would take other items
from kids’ trays because they did not have food at their homes. Mary Leary
and Helen Phillips formed Oxford Lovepacks after hearing of these stones
and began talking to elementary school counselor Linda Vaughn at Bramlett
Elementary.
The small organization started with ten packs a week from the founders'
kitchens and has now grown to over 165 packs a week with the help of
dedicated volunteers Alyce Krouse and Camille Bianco.
"I am very proud to represent a group that is helping fight childhood
hunger in the community," Bianco stated.
These four ladies received the status of a nonprofit organization in 2012
and have continued to serve their community as much as possible. Since
it was established, Lovepacks has expanded to 11 schools in the Oxford/
Lafayette area. The organization has made and served over 15,000 packs
since 2014, and is growing weekly.
Every Thursday morning, volunteers from all over town come and help
pack bags for the schools. Volunteers pack bags, organize the food pantry
and unload donations. Many come from the University of Mississippi
including 3-year volunteer Alexis Lee.
“It has changed me as a person seeing the actual impact we have on
people’s lives. You forget how much you have until you see how much other
people don’t," Lee stated.
The organization also incorporates the special needs class of Oxford
Middle School as part of their learning skills. The children enjoy meeting new
people, loading up the packs into the cars and putting together plastic bags
which will hold a food pack. This helps the children learn how to work as a
team to complete the tasks.
Bianco expresses that her favorite part of working with Lovepacks is getting
to work with so many different groups of people in the community.
“These groups of outstanding people and this community have been so
generous and supportive of our mission. I feel truly blessed to be a part of
Lovepacks and the Oxford/Lafayette community," said Bianco.
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READING NOW EASILY ACCESIBLE
TO THE LOU COMMUNITY
Story by Asia Harden

LFL, located at Avent Park, appeared in Oxford. Since then,
or many, there's nothing like taking home a new
the amount of LFL in the Oxford-Lafayette area have increased
book. The indescribable feeling of holding a tangible
tremendously due to various sponsors and members of the
glimpse into the world from the eyes of another. The
community.
magic that exists between cover, page and text is
unknown to everyone but the reader who is soon to embark Oxford local Brenda West found herself excited about the
prospect of bringing more LFLs to Oxford after seeing one for
on a journey through each text-filled page to reveal the places,
the first time on a vacation to Boulder, Colorado and later in
adventures and knowledge that is waiting for them just below
New Orleans. West, being an avid reader herself, took the idea
the surface.
Not everyone has the opportunity to experience this feeling, to her book club, who along with Oxford Park Commission,
the L.O.U. Reads Coalition, United Way of Oxford and
but thanks to Little Free Libraries across the Oxford-Lafayette
Lafayette County, the Lafayette County Literacy Council and
area, more people in our community are discovering the joys
various other book lovers in the community installed the first
of reading.
wave of LFLs in Oxford including the libraries at Stone Center
Little Free Libraries (LFL) are usually hard to miss. These
Park and Price Hill Park in 2016.
lending libraries are colorful miniature house-shaped boxes
“We are lucky here in Oxford that so many organizations
that feature a glass window in which to view the books
outside of our schools work to promote reading in our
housed inside. With the “take a book, share a book" ideals
community,” West said. “And we have a wonderful public
of LFLs and its focus on fostering community, creativity, and
library that encourages reading in so many creative ways. My
inspiration for readers, they are a great addition to the Oxford
feelings
are that the more books we make available, the better
area.
chances that someone will take a book home and perhaps
LFLs have been popping up all over the country since its
develop the love of reading that we want to share."
founding in 2009. However, it wasn’t until 2015 that the first

F
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According to Meridith Wulff, Youth Specialist at the
Lafayette County and Oxford Public Library, by the
fall of 2017, six new LFLs were installed, followed by
another three in the spring of 2018 with local sponsors
being the First Regional Library, LOU Campaign for
Grade-Level Reading, and the University of Mississippi
Center for Excellence in Literacy Instruction.
While the first wave focused its efforts within Oxford,
the second wave “dramatically increased access to
books, especially for those who live in our county’s
rural areas."
Wulff particularly remembers these LFL openings
as “celebrations filled with the spirit of partnership and
a shared passion for turning kids and their families
into readers.” She then added that it was “so exciting
to see community organizations come together to do
something as simple yet life-changing as putting books
into people’s hands. And it was even more exciting to
see the kids' faces when we unveiled the library and
showed them all the books inside.”
If only one child comes to understand the feeling
of adventure and wonder that many have come to
associate with reading, the community will ultimately
be better for it.
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KEEPING
BOWLS FULL
OXFORD COMMUNITY PUTS ON
EVENT TO HELP THE PANTRY
Story by Lexie Ownby

The University of Mississippi Mud Daubers
ven though Oxford is known for the
group always looks forward to donating their
great University of Mississippi and the
handcrafted ceramic bowls each year to the
famous Square, the people of Oxford
Empty Bowls event.
also hold a strong bond and sense of
community. The Pantry, located at 713 Molly "To know that the proceeds from the bowls
Barr, is a non-profit, community-wide organization sold empowered real people in our community to
fight hunger, encouraged me to make as many
that has been providing food for those in need in
bowl as I could,” said Mud Daubers member,
the Oxford and the Lafayette County community
Shelby
Bickes.
since 1982. Many volunteers from civil clubs,
"This year, 900 ceramic bowls were
churches and restaurants all come together to
contributed by both local and school artists.
help provide and fundraise for this organization.
There were 55-70 patrons that did not get soup
The Empty Bowls event started 16 years
out of a ceramic bowl due to selling out," said
ago. Every year, the Oxford community comes
John Kohne, director of The Pantry.
together to help put food on the table for those
“We raised a total of $21,970. The generosity
who are less fortunate. This year’s Empty Bowls
of the funds are all going towards supporting The
event was held on February 7 at the Oxford
Pantry,” Kohne says.
Conference Center.
The funds from the event will help The Pantry
Many restaurants and individuals come
purchase food for the community and keep their
together to provide soup that ranges from the
pantry fully stocked.
traditional tomato soup to hearty gumbos. The
“The event was a massive success and it
idea behind this is to remind the public that
could
not be done without the generosity and
someone’s bowl is always empty. For $20, a
support of the congregation at Oxford University
participant receives the soup, a bowl of their
United Methodist Church and other volunteers.”
choice and a cup of water and bread.
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A SHERRY BUFORD
KIND OF LOVE
LOU COMMUNITY REMEMBERS TEACHER
AND HER LOVE FOR OTHERS
Story by Devna Bose

f one thing is certain, it’s that the late Sherry Buford
left quite a legacy. Buford was the personification
of happiness. Described by Brian Buckhalter, friend
and colleague, as a “walking ball of love,” she had a
special kind of love.
“She would believe in you even when you didn’t
believe in yourself. She was always everyone’s #1
supporter. Whether she knew them or not, she always
took the time to speak to people, ask them how they
were doing and offered the most comforting hugs at
just the right moment. Sherry was the person that
EVERYONE went to when they needed a listening ear or
genuine advice on the trials of life,” he said. “That’s the
Sherry Buford love."
Buford passed away in 2018 after a drunk driver
crashed into her car head-on. He was indicted, and
Oxford mourned deeply after her death.
In the weeks following, superintendent of the Oxford
School District Brian Harvey said in an interview to the
high school’s student newspaper, The Charger, “We have
all been blessed by our association.”
Buford began teaching 6th grade math at what was
then Central Elementary School in 2005. Prior to her
service as an educator, she was a Teacher’s Assistant
for the Even Start literacy program from 1993-1996 and
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served as a bus driver in Oxford School District in 20022003. According to Buckhalter, along with her assigned

“At school, she could always be found surrounded by
teaching duties, it wasn’t uncommon to find Buford tutoring
her colleagues and students, as her personality was like
students during her planning periods or after school.
a magnet, drawing in all who knew her," Buckhalter said.
“What a lot of people don’t know is the amount of time
“Personally, she was my voice of reason in many situations;
Sherry put into her teaching outside of the classroom,"
without
her I would be lost. She always gave me sound
Buckhalter said. “She put so much time and energy into
advice on making the right decisions and conquering
her craft knowing that others may never know about it.
my fears. Because of her, I have grown in my personal
She pushed herself outside of her own comfort zones to
and professional career in ways that I could have never
learn new strategies and methods of teaching to make
dreamed."
her students successful. But that's who she was, the
He described her as a leader without a title in both her
‘do-whatever-it-takes’ type of teacher.”
school and district.
Former students and colleagues agreed that her utmost
“She brought a light and laughter that could ease the
desire was to see all of her students succeed.
most tense situations; she brought a patience to hold fast
One of her former math students, current UM student
to the things that would bring great reward; she held the
Anna Kate Joyce said that walking into her classroom meant
listening ear to all of the world’s troubles; she shared her
“walking into a room that was just filled with joy."
love for all people,” he said. “Her students would hold on
“Whether we were learning hard things like Algebra, she
their the binders and notebooks for years after having her as
put in joy," she said. “She was one of my favorite teachers
a teacher.”
and made class fun."
A scholarship has been founded in her memory,
Joyce, who is going to school to become a teacher, said
that Buford has imparted more than
just math skills to her.
"I learned the value of doing
everything that you do with passion,
because I don’t think she loved
math, but I think she had a passion
for the kids,” she said. “She just led
by example for me."
When Joyce learned of her
passing, she called her best friend
from the 6th grade immediately.
“It was just sad because it was
like a light had been taken,” she
said.
Joyce emphasized her impact on
others, in and out of the classroom.
“All of the teachers on my hall
absolutely adored her because she
loved them and went out of the way
Allie and Avery Roberson with Oxford Middle School teachers including Sherry Buford in 2009.
for people,” she said. “She cared
established by her colleagues to honor her work and life, to
for people that aren’t necessarily cared about, and when she
honor her legacy and provide funds to students from Oxford
reaches out to you, you feel special."
High School and Lafayette County High School to pursue
Another one of her former student, Ole Miss student Allie
higher education.
Roberson, does not remember specifics about her time with
Whether people knew her as “Lil’ Bit” as her family called
Buford, but she remembers how Buford made her feel.
her, or as “Sherry Diane,” her alter ego when students were
“She’s definitely a teacher that sticks out,” Roberson said.
testing her patience, Buford was not someone to easily
"There’s a picture of me and the rest of our class with her,
forget.
but I was sitting in her lap. Just like that, she had more of a
“Her legacy is her students and her passion for
connection with us.”
education," Buckhalter said. “She taught her students
Roberson, who is currently student teaching, says that
much more than math. She taught them that education was
some of her current students were also students of Buford’s,
important, to believe in themselves and to never give up.”
and they remember her smile and energy.
He’s certain that her “Sherry Buford kind of love” will live
From Buford, Roberson has learned that in teaching, it all
on through the students she taught, people she knew and
comes down to relationships.
the relationships she forged.
Buford’s former colleagues learned from her, too.
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OLE MISS MOTEL OPENS ROOMS FOR
ARTISTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY
Story by Rachel Long

uite literally enfolded among the hills, rests a small

artists. Despite the gloomy weather, there was not one frown on
college town bustling with artists of all sorts who
anyone’s face. From the retirees of the Oxford community, to
gather to create or watch the magic of creativity
Ole Miss art students and toddlers at the finger painting station,
bloom. A notably-famed local artist of the written
everyone had a place and a sense of belonging while gathering
word, William Faulkner, once said, "The only environmentinthe
the name of art.
artist needs is whatever peace, whatever solitude and whatever
Each room on the far left side of the motel had been
pleasure he can get at not too high a cost." Although Oxford,
converted into eclectic and romantic spaces for the display of
Miss, may not be altogether peaceful when September rolls
each creator’s art. Even in the set-up of each individual room,
around, there is a sense of belonging and acceptance for those
your eye was caught by each artist’s differing style.
wishing to express themselves through artistic endeavors.
But, the overarching theme of the entire show was Erin’s
Erin Abbott, of Water Valley, saw the opportunity to gather
heart behind the scenes. From a post on her Instagram page
local and statewide artists for a motel art show at the famed
she says, “I spend the better part of a year working on The
Ole Miss Motel off of University Ave. The show is cleverly called,
Motel Art Show. It might not seem like that, but there’s a lot
the “One Night Stand” art show. With this past October being
of work going on behind the scenes to make the show happen
the 12th annual year of the show, artists such as Kristen Ley,
each year. I wouldn’t keep it going if I didn’t love doing it," she
the owner and founder of Thimblepress in Jackson Miss., and
continues on by saying, “And if I didn’t love seeing all of you
Jonathan Kent Adams, who was an art student at the University
get so excited to have a new piece of art. To see artists feel the
and now resides in Water Valley, created chic spaces out of
validation that people love their work, and to see people from all
dingy motel rooms to sell their art.
over coming together for one night only to just have fun!”
The first hour of this quirky, yet attention-gaining show was
Erin's dream of creating a unique art show, was cultivated
for those wishing to have first dibs on pieces of art that suited
from her love of art and Mississippi. The “One Night Stand”
motel art show truly is one night of just pure fun for those of all
their fancy. The remaining three hours were for those who
were willing to brave the crowds but also take in the ambience
ages who just appreciate art. May Oxford always be that place
for those who pass through or stay for the long-run, a place to
of the occasion. Rain could ruin any party, but it did not stop
these art connoisseurs from coming out to support their favorite lovingly create and have fun while doing it.
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Opposite: Oxford residents admire art by Nicole
Gladden. Top: Art by Adrienne Brown David.

Middle: Art by Kristen Ley. Below: Lee Harper
and friend pose with her piece, History Bones.
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MAKING HISTORY
JAZ BRISACK BECOMES FIRST FEMALE
UM RHODES SCHOLAR
Story by Kayci Kimmons

az Brisack never predicted that she would
named as the University of Mississippi's first
one day become legend, though she has
female Rhodes scholar. The accomplishment
the potential to become today’s next great
was perhaps the greatest reflection of Brisack’s
political activist. Jaz is not the average
potential and success, culminated during her
college student; there is a tremendous amount ofsenior year of college.
“Rhodes Scholars are chosen not only for
power in her words and her actions, and she has
their outstanding scholarly achievements, but
already begun to change the lives of those around
for their character, commitment to others and
her. At just 22 years old, Brisack has already
gone down in history as the University's first
to the common good and for their potential for
leadership in whatever domains their careers may
female Rhodes Scholar. But that’s not all she's
lead," said Brisack.
accomplished in such a short amount of time.
Upon finding out the news, Brisack was
Brisack’s great achievements have made
her memorable in the history of Oxford and the
shocked but humbled.
University. Brisack is currently a senior General
"I was really surprised and also just happy
to have a post-graduation plan," said Brisack. “I
Studies major with minors in Journalism,
English and Public Policy Leadership, carrying
also want to use this award to raise awareness
a perfect GPA. During her time at the University
of human rights issues and to give back to the
community that got me here. And I think it’s
of Mississippi, Brisack has made many
really important to look at the first woman Rhodes
accomplishments, including becoming the
Scholar thing from an intersectional perspective.
University’s 15th Harry S. Truman Scholar in April
of 2018, which rewards $30,000 to recipients for
Historically, white women have been the strongest
graduate school.
enablers of white supremacy, and thus complicit in
the degradation of all women. So I want to use this
“I’ve worked as a labor organizer on the United
platform to advance a feminism that advocates
Auto Workers’ campaign to unionize Nissan, as a
volunteer campaign manager for Morris Mock's
for solidarity, for racial and economic and gender
state house campaign in Rankin County and as a
justice, for indigenous and immigrant and LGBTQ+
clinic defender at the Pinkhouse, Mississippi's last
rights and that lives up to the examples radical
Southern women like Lucy Parsons, Anne Braden
abortion clinic," said Brisack. “All of these roles
have been tremendously impactful in different
and Fannie Lou Hamer set.”
With this honor, Brisack will begin pursuing an
ways."
MPhil degree in history, specifically labor history
Her interest in political activism served as
and organizing, at the prestigious University of
motivation behind applying for the Rhodes
Oxford in England.
Scholarships, which are the oldest and most
Many of her former professors and mentors
celebrated international fellowship awards in the
have spoken to her immense success.
world.
“The name of Jaz Brisack may become a
“[I wanted] the opportunity to interact with an
household name when all is said and done. I’m
incredible and global community of scholars and
proud to know her as a colleague and scholar of
activists," said Brisack. “[I wanted] to be able to
the SMBHC,” said the dean of the Honors College,
use the Rhodes platform to advocate for workers’
right to organize and for abortion rights. I also
Douglass Sullivan-Gonzáles, but the praise doesn’t
stop with him.
just wanted to make my mentors proud. I couldn’t
Brisack has also been acknowledged by actor
have made it through the process without the love
Jim Carrey, who tweeted, "Brilliant young women
and solidarity of people like Tim Dolan, Barbara
like Jaz Brisack, 2018 Rhodes Scholar from the
Phillips, Joe Atkins, Eunice Benton and Richard
Bensinger."
University of Mississippi, give me hope for the
In November of 2018, Brisack was officially
future.”

J
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ASB President

ELAM MILLER
Interview by Asia Harden

HOW HAS OLE MISS IMPACTED YOU, AND WHAT DOES IT
MEAN TO YOU?
I think my view of the University of Mississippi has definitely evolved since I started here freshman year.
Coming from middle Tennessee, I really had no idea what the University of Mississippi was. I didn’t grow up
being a fan or anything, so I was totally new. I think just having the ability to come here and make friends,
being a part of different student organizations, and learning about things in my major and minor has really
shown me the importance of higher education. It has also shown me that a place can grow to become even
more beautiful than it was before. Some of that beauty is in the way it can move forward, and that it has the
potential to be even better.

YOUR CAMPAIGN WAS “EXPECT MORE." HOW DO
YOU THINK THAT HAS BEEN PLAYING OUT IN YOUR
PRESIDENCY?
So far, I think that students have been able to see that ASB wants to interact with them. Right now, ASB is
larger than it’s ever been. This year, we expanded our freshman programs. We added a third program, and
now we accepted everyone who applied to those programs. For other students, we have created more than
10 initiatives that are year-long opportunities for students to join a committee of their choice. Whether it
be the Everybody’s Formal logistics committee or our student sustainability committee, students can now
be part of ASB and actually have an impact. Lastly, ASB is expecting more out of the administration. We
have really tried to push the administration and different people on campus to actually increase student
representation.

WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO RUN FOR ASB?
During my time as Vice President I wanted to hold senators more accountable in actually representing the
entire student body and not just a small group. I realized there was a lot of inefficiencies in the way that
the student voice is heard on campus. So, I ran for ASB President to address the lack of student voice in
decision-making processes that happen on campus. That’s been a big goal of mine, just pushing for the
student voice.

WHAT WOULD BE THE PERSONAL LEGACY, IF ANY, THAT
YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEAVE ON CAMPUS?
I want my legacy to be a student that looks nothing like me, having the ability to have their voice heard at the
platform of ASB President. It is my hope that, through the dismantling of systems and the work of my election
reform taskforce, this will soon be reality.
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Miss Ole Miss

JESSICA TRAN
Interview by Lexie Ownby

WHAT WOULD YOUR ADVICE BE TO INCOMING FRESHMEN?
My advice for incoming freshmen would be to live life with an open mind and an open heart. Live each day
with the curiosity of a child and push yourself out of the bubble you have created for yourself. Strive to be
the person your 5-year-old self would think was awesome. I always say to myself, "You only get this exact
moment once; what are you going to do?”

WHAT IS THE MOST MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE YOU HAVE
FROM OLE MISS?
My most memorable experience has to be the night of the primary election for Miss Ole Miss. I remember
messaging everyone on my campaign team to meet up at the flagpole. It was around 20 minutes before the
announcement of results, and all of my friends gathered to do a huge group hug. I cried so hard because it
was in that single moment that I felt like I completely belonged. Surrounded by all these people who love and
believe in me was such a surreal experience that I will always remember. These are the people I want by my
side.

WHAT LEGACY, IF ANY, DO YOU WANT TO LEAVE BEHIND?
As I enter into the final two semesters of my college career, I have often found myself reminiscing on my
previous three years of growing as an individual at this university. Transitioning from the routine-oriented
nature of high school to the unpredictable lifestyle of college was difficult for me; and to remedy this, I
dedicated myself to finding a home in this new environment. I joined several organizations, reached out in the
community and took classes that satiated my curiosities. Reflecting on this journey, I have found that these
avenues have a common thread running between them. My activities did not provide me with this home that
I originally sought, but the relationships that I made along the way gave me the home for which I yearned.
Although I do not believe that I will leave behind a tangible legacy, I do believe the relationships I have built
will live on. I have had the opportunity to listen to the stories of strangers turned friends; and through this,
I have gained a greater understanding of the magic and joy of human connection. The legacy that I leave
behind will stem from the people I have met during my tenure at Ole Miss. When one pours into another,
the belief of giving and service through sacrifice, the effects snowball. My legacy is meeting people where
they are, however they are. With my time, I have consistently striven to emphasize the necessity for building
human connection.

WHAT WILL BE YOUR PLATFORM WHILE YOU REPRESENT
OLE MISS?
My main goal through this platform is to make sure each and every student from all corners of campus finds
their home here and actually feels comfortable being a part of the concept that is “Ole Miss Family.” But
having a united family first starts with focusing on ourselves and our wellbeing. This is why I want to address
the campus’s need for better quality mental health resources. Compared to other SEC schools, we are below
average in resources such as counselors and mental health programming. This is unacceptable, and we
must hold our administration accountable. With help from people who believe in this cause, I am confident
we will be able to not only leave a lasting legacy but also change some lives.
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Mr Ole Miss

CHAUNCEY MULLINS
Interview by Lexie Ownby

HOW HAS OLE MISS IMPACTED/BENEFITED YOU?
Ole Miss has been nothing short of a dream. Growing up I used to write “Ole Miss” over and over in my
notebooks. I mean, besides the giveaways and involvement shirts, I never really had a lot of Ole Miss gear.
I knew when I came to Ole Miss I wanted to make an impact; however, I didn’t realize how much it would
change me. Ole Miss has opened my eyes to so many different ideas, types of people and mindsets. I think
the greatest way Ole Miss has impacted me is that it taught me how to love and accept all people no matter
their background, aspirations or situation.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY FROM OLE MISS?
This is a hard one, because I have so many great memories - from meeting some of my best friends to
all the organizations I have been blessed to be apart of. But the first one that comes to mind happened
before I was even a student here. It was the weekend of transfer orientation in the spring. I was finishing my
sophomore year at junior college. I came to Oxford a day early to stay with my friend from high school. We
woke up in his residence hall, went to breakfast at the Johnson Commons, and I actually went to a couple
of his classes with him. Luckily they were larger classes so the professor didn’t see me sneak in. I thought
it was awesome, and I can remember thinking, “Wow, so this is what it’s like at Ole Miss." I had always
dreamed of going to school here, but I couldn't afford to attend directly out of high school. I didn’t even know
if I would be able to go that fall because I had yet to hear back about scholarship awards, but I thought that
day was the coolest thing. I can even remember the lecture in the political science class. I took notes, asked
questions and even took a pop-quiz! It was incredible! I saw first-hand what a normal day as an Ole Miss
student was like, and it made me want to work harder to be there. The next day, after orientation was over,
I received an email from the Lucky Day committee informing me that I had been awarded the scholarship. I
immediately called my mom and we both screamed- with tears of joy rolling down my face. It was official, I
was going to start my dream school in the fall. This is my favorite memory from Ole Miss because it gave me
a taste of the excitement of going to school here. It pushed me to become involved when I got here, so I could
share that same excitement with those around me.

WHAT LEGACY DO YOU WANT TO LEAVE BEHIND?
I don’t really care if it’s my name that’s remembered, I just want to make a change in the culture and have
it stick. I want everyone to continue remembering transfers in the conversation. I hope one day Ole Miss
becomes the number one school for transfers in the state, and that every student, especially transfers, knows
that this place is for them and they can do whatever they want on this campus.

PEOPLE |

163

MISS
UNIVERSITY

' HDI'í

I

CHRISTIAN JOHNSON

Blair Wortsmith is crowned as Miss University by last year’s winner, Charley Ann Nix, at the 70th annual Miss University

Scholarship Pageant on Oct. 7, 2018 in the Ford Center.
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PARADE OF
BEAUTIES

Hannah Perrigin is crowned as Most Beautiful by last year’s winner, Asya Branch, during the Student Activity Association’s

68th annual Parade of Beauties on Feb. 6, 2019 in the Ford Center.
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HALL
0F FAME
2019
Hall of Fame was established at Ole Miss in 1930. Since then it
has continued to recognize students of outstanding achievements
and committed dedication to the University. On April 5, ten
more students were inducted into the prestigious club.
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JARVIS BENSON
A native of Grenada, Miss., Jarvis Benson shared that when he
stepped foot on campus as a freshman in 2015, “I knew I wanted
to make an impact.” An international studies and Spanish major,
Jarvis is a member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College
and the Croft Institute. He is a member of several honor societies
and was selected as a Truman Scholarship finalist in 2018. Outside
of his academic pursuits, Jarvis has held a number of leadership
positions while a student at the University of Mississippi, including
serving as president of the Black Student Union, senator for the
Associated Student Body, a mentor for the Mississippi Outreach for
Scholastic Talent (MOST) program and an Orientation Leader. Jarvis
has also been involved in voter registration efforts within the state
of Mississippi, serving as vice president for Mississippi Votes and
overseeing the largest voter registration effort in the state since the
Freedom Summer of 1964. "I have seen that so many are advocates
for civil rights yet lack a voice to speak those concerns,” Jarvis shared.
"It has been a great accomplishment of mine to have the opportunity
to help voice these concerns the best way I know how - the vote.”

LEVI BEVIS
Levi Bevis is a public policy leadership major from Florence, Ala. He
is also a member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College.
During his time at the University of Mississippi, Levi has led and
been involved in a number of ways, including serving as president
of The Columns Society and as president of Forward Mississippi, an
organization he also helped found. Levi is especially passionate about
issues of inclusion and shared, “I hope when people look at my work
and time at this university, they will say that I advocated for a diverse
and inclusive environment on campus where everyone feels they have
a place in our community." To this end, he has been quite politically
engaged during his time as a student. He is a member of the
University of Mississippi College Democrats and served as a legislative
intern in Washington, D.C. with U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein of
California this past summer. He has held several different positions
within the Associated Student Body and been involved in a number of
bi-partisan efforts on campus. A quiet leader who does not frequently
seek the limelight himself, Levi has also led a number of campaigns
on campus for his peers seeking various positions and has worked on
several political campaigns within the State of Alabama as well.
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JAZ BRISACK
Jaz Brisack is a general studies major with minors in public policy
leadership, journalism and English. A member of the Sally McDonnell
Barksdale Honors College, she was named a Truman Scholar and
Rhodes Scholar in 2018. In addition to her academic pursuits, Jaz
has been involved in many initiatives for human rights and solidarity.
“I want to work to make sure that all Mississippi students, especially
those from the most disadvantaged schools and background, have
the same possibilities that were opened to me by coming here,” Jaz
explained. She has served as president of the College Democrats,
competed on the UM Debate Team and co-taught an Honors College
course on labor history. She is also a member of the Industrial
Workers of the World, a labor organizer who worked on the United
Auto Workers’ campaign to unionize Nissan and a volunteer at the
Pinkhouse, Mississippi’s last abortion clinic.

JACOB FERGUSON
Jacob Ferguson is from Randolph, Miss., majoring in English and
history. He is a member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors
College where he has served on the executive committee for the
Honors College Student Ambassadors. Scholarship has been
particularly important to Jacob during his time as a student at the
University of Mississippi; he was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa Honor
Society as well. “I hope that it will be less about making good grades
and more about the importance of pushing one’s s°lf and working to
engage with the world at large, learning from everyone and everything
one encounters." Outside of academics, Jacob has been very involved
in interacting with incoming prospective students, including serving
as an Ole Miss Orientation Leader, Orientation Coordinator and
Ambassador. He has also been a part of the planning committee
for TEDx at the University of Mississippi, and he currently holds
membership in The Columns Society.
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RANDON HILL
A graduate of Oxford High School, Randon Hill is an English and
Spanish double major who “came to the university with no goals
outside of academic accomplishments." Randon shared, “I was
content with staying in the shadows and taking care of personal
business. However, there are so many passionate students and
limitless opportunities to get involved that I could not avoid the
call to action." Randon has been particularly involved in fraternity
and sorority life on campus, serving as president of the Tau Eta
Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. as well as the National
Pan-Hellenic Council at the University of Mississippi. She was
also elected to serve as an undergraduate representative of Zeta
Phi Beta for the State of Mississippi. Aside from this involvement,
Randon has led and participated in dozens of service projects
both on campus and in the community, and she also holds
part-time positions in the Alumni Association as well as in the
Office of Fraternal Leadership and Learning. She has also been
inducted into the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society.

MALLIE IMBLER
Mallie Imbler is a public policy leadership and political science major
from Tupelo, Miss. A member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale
Honors College and the Trent Lott Leadership Institute, she is
also a Taylor Medal recipient and a Phi Beta Kappa inductee. In
addition, Mallie completed an internship in the Office of Presidential
Personnel at The White House this past summer. Mallie has been
particularly involved in the Student Alumni Council during her time
at the University of Mississippi, helping start and facilitate the growth
of the newly-created Future Alumni Network, and ultimately serving
as the organization’s president. “As a third generation Ole Miss
graduate, I understand the importance of a lifelong commitment to
the University," Mallie shared. “This program seeks to provide an
outlet for students to connect with our network of alumni while also
fostering a commitment to Ole Miss and the Alumni Association.”
Mallie has also served as an Ole Miss Ambassador, been a member
of the Undergraduate Council - one of the Chancellor’s Standing
Committees and held leadership roles with Kappa Delta Sorority.
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SKYLYN IRBY
A mathematics major and member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale
Honors College, Skylyn Irby is a native of Batesville, Miss., who has
been involved in numerous organizations and activities while at the
University of Mississippi. “Campus organizations and community
engagement have given me opportunities to serve, lead, network and
grow with my peers," Skylyn shared. "Although I have not always
led in the forefront, I have always served in positions where I can be
most impactful with my skills and passions.” Skylyn has served as the
vice president of the University of Mississippi Gospel Choir and held
several leadership positions in the Black Student Union and Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Most notably, Skylyn feels strongly about
“paying it forward” and has served in a number of mentorship roles
in both academic and non-academic settings, including new student
orientation, MPower, the Associated Student Body and the Mississippi
Outreach to Scholastic Talent (MOST) program. Skylyn is also a
Ronald E. McNair Scholar and is dedicated to diversifying STEM
fields as a Bridge STEM Program mentor through the Louis Stokes
Mississippi Alliance for Minority Participation (LSMAMP).

MAKALA MCNEIL
Makala McNeil is a sociology and integrated marketing
communications double major from Grenada, Miss. During her
time as an undergraduate at the University of Mississippi, Makala
has been involved in a number of initiatives and programs that
have impacted the campus, including racial reconciliation efforts,
sustainability and political engagement. “I can only hope through
my leadership roles I have not created followers, but rather more
leaders to fertilize the seeds of progression students have sown
for decades,” Makala shared. She has also served as a senator
within the Associated Student Body as well as an executive board
member of Students Against Social Injustice (SASI) and the
University of Mississippi Chapter of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). In addition, Makala
has held several leadership positions in Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc., served as a mentor for the Mississippi Outreach for
Scholastic Talent (MOST) program and worked with the Office of
Sustainability as an intern, among other roles.
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ELAM MILLER
Elam Miller is a public policy leadership major in the Sally
McDonnell Barksdale Honors College from Murfreesboro, Tenn.,
who has been a student leader since beginning his time at the
University of Mississippi. Elam’s involvement has ranged from
serving as president of the Brown Hall Community Council to
various roles within Kappa Sigma Fraternity to campus ministry
teams. Despite this diverse CAMPUS |nvolvement, Elam may be
best known for his work within the Associated Student Body,
serving as president his senior year and vice president his
junior year, among other roles. “Whether it was dismantling
an exclusive senate process, leading a campaign to change
the mascot of our university to something all students can get
behind, or increasing representation of students in university
committees, I have worked tirelessly to do my part in advocating
for all students,” Elam shared. Through his positions in the
Associated Student Body, Elam has also served on a number
of university committees, including the Chancellor’s Standing
Committee on Accessibility, the Strategic Planning Council and
the Council of Academic Administrators.

BLAIR WORTSMITH
A native of Little Rock, Ark., Blair Wortsmith is a managerial finance
major and a member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors
College. Blair is also one of only eight women to be named both Most
Beautiful and Miss University and is the first out-of-state student
to do so. “Because of the choices I have made to participate in
pageants, my legacy at the University of Mississippi could easily be
intertwined with titles I have obtained, but that’s not what I want to
be remembered for,” Blair shared. “I want to leave behind a strong
statement that you can have brains and beauty, not just an outward
beauty but also one that shines from within when you give selflessly
of your time, talent and treasure.” In addition to her pageant titles,
Blair has held leadership positions within the Delta Delta Delta
Sorority, the Associated Student Body and MoneyThink. She has
also completed numerous service projects, been involved in campus
ministry and is a member of several honor societies.
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WHO'S
WHO
AMONG THE
UNIVERSITY OF
MISSISSIPPI
2019
Each year a selected group of students is called forward to accept

one of the most prestigious awards the academic community

can bestow: being a part of Who’s Who among students.
Two hundred students are recognized for their achievements

in the area of scholarship, service and leadership.
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Caroline Adams

Jarrius Adams

Mariegene Almand

LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA

HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI

RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPPI

-

President of University of Mississippi Gospel

-

Single Season Digs Record Holder for Volleyball

-

CoSIDA Google Cloud Academic All District Team Choir
-

-

Student Activities Association Special Events

-

Greek Activities Chairman for Delta Delta Delta

Karli Anders
GLOSTER, MISSISSIPPI

-

Honors Society

-

The Columns Society Leslie Banahan Award for

President of Beta Beta Beta National Biological

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

Advocacy and Community Service Recipient

Kate Anderson

Ryne Anderson

Kyle Baggerly

OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI

PURVIS, MISSISSIPPI

PORT MURRAY, NEW JERSEY

Blake Barham
MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI

-

Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society

-

Mississippians Jazz Ensemble

-

CEO of the Business School

-

Research with Dr. Sarah Lijegren

-

Student Housing Community Assistant

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

Abigail Barker

Courtland Barnes

Kristen Barnett

MONROE, LOUISIANA

OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI

SOUTHAVEN, MISSISSIPPI

Sponsorship Chair of Colleges Against Cancer
Researcher for Dr. Watkins, Organic Chemistry

-

Member of Phi Beta Sigma

Mary Grace Bass
BRANDON, MISSISSIPPI

-

Taylor Medal Recipient

-

Member of the Honors College

-

President of Psi Chi

-

Student Ambassador
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Anna Beavers

Hayden Benge

Jarvis Benson

Levi Bevis

DUBOIS, WYOMING

TULSA, OKLAHOMA

GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI

FLORENCE, ALABAMA

- Doris Raymond Scholar for Honors College

-

Member of the Honors College

-

President of Black Student Union

-

President of Columns Society

- Founding Member and Vice President of Special

-

Design Editor for The Daily Mississippian

-

Associated Student Body Senator

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

Olympics College

Madelyn Birkelbach

Tiarra Black

Devna Bose

Erin Bratu

ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI

PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI

COLLINSVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

-

Distinguish Senior Excellence Scholarship

of Black Accountants

-

Recipient

Director of Membership of National Association

-

Managing Editor for The Daily Mississippian

- Vice President of Tau Beta Pi

-

Honors College Ambassador

- Vice President of Eta Kappa Nu

Member of Alpha Kappa Alpha

Austin Brewer

Jaz Brisack

Anna Brocato

JACKSON, TENNESSEE

OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA

- Vice President of Chi Oméga

- Labor Organizer

- Recruitment Chair for CURE Ole Miss

- Abortion Clinic Defender

-

College Panhellenic Council

-
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Vice President of Finance and Administration for

Treasurer of Mortar Board

Cameron Brooks
HOUSTON, TEXAS

-

Vice President of Public Relations for

Interfraternity Council

-

Photography Editor for The Daily Mississippian

-

Brittany Brown

Elizabeth Brown

Mary Eveleen Brown

QUITMAN, MISSISSIPPI

FORT WORTH, TEXAS

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

President of Alpha Phi Circle of Omicron Delta

Kappa Honors Society

-

Associate Director of Student Activities

-

Vice Chair of College Republicans

-

-

Member of the Honors College

Association

Carnegie-Knight News21 Journalism Fellow

-

Dawson Buettner
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

-

Student Ambassador

-

Researcher for The Jurss Laboratory

Entertainment Co-Director of Student Activities

Association

Hannah Bullock

Taylor Cabrera

Courtney Cadiz

Amber Cain

PORTAGEVILLE, MISSOURI

BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI

LAKELAND, FLORIDA

FLORENCE, MISSISSIPPI

-

The Columns Society

-

Group Leader for Apex Leadership Summit

-

Vice President of Future Alumni Network

-

Secretary of Student Alumni Council

-

Orientation Coordinator

-

Founding Member and Co-President of Her

-

Student Ambassador

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

Campus Online Magazine

Sarah Caliguire

Katelyn Campbell

Keelin Carr

RIDGEWOOD, NEW JERSEY

MARSHALL, TEXAS

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

-

Anchor for NewsWatch

-

Member of the Honors College

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

MOST Mentor for Center for Inclusion and Cross

Cultural Engagement
-

Secretary for Men of Excellence

Megan Carter
MADISON, ALABAMA

-

Membership and Professional Development

Chair for Phi Delta Chi

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society
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Ali Chatham

Marilyn Chavez

Sarah Clancy

HERNANDO, MISSISSIPPI

ACWORTH, GEORGIA

QUINCY, MASSACHUSETTS

- Ole Miss Women’s Council Scholar

-

Director of Alumni Relations for RebelTHON

-

- Panhellenic Recruitment Counselor

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

Panhellenic Council

Vice President of Academics for College

-

Vice President of Finance for Alpha Kappa Psi

Alex Crouch
GLEN ELLYN, ILLINOIS
-

Associated Student Body Judicial Chair

-

Senior Advisor for the Center for Open Source

Analysis

Business Fraternity

Catrina Curtis

Evan Dean

Madison DeMotts

NESBIT, MISSISSIPPI

RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA

GULF BREEZE, FLORIDA

-

Student Ambassador

-

Secretary/Treasurer of the Senior Class

-

Founder/Editor-in-Chief of The Mississippi

Political Review
-

McKenzie Denton
TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI

-

Drum Major of the Pride of the South

-

Member of the Honors College

-

Student Housing Community Assistant

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

Campus Favorite

Dylan Devenny

Amelia DeWitt

Mary Dillard

Sakisha Dovey

PASS CHRISTIAN, MISSISSIPPI

ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI

GOLD COAST, QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA

-

Vice President of Upsilon Pi Epsilon

-

Ole Miss Women’s Council Scholar

-

Executive Director of Student Ambassadors

-

Treasurer of Ole Miss Wakeboarding Club

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

Student Ambassador

-

President of Cardinal Club

-

Co-Captain of Rebels International Athletes
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Haley Durocher

Richard Easterling

Jerrica Eaton

Matthew Edwards

HENDERSONVILLE, TENNESSEE

MADISON, MISSISSIPPI

ATHENS, ALABAMA

GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI

President of American Medical Students

President of Alpha Epsilon Delta

-

Founding Member of Alpha Phi

Association

-

President of Medlife

-

Mentor for Student College of Clinical Pharmacy

-

Vice President of Philanthropy for Interfraternity

- Secretary of Student National Pharmaceutical

Council

Association

-

Director of Philanthropy for Associated Student

Body

Alyson Eftink

Lauren Ellison

Alex Enright

Jiayu Fang

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPI

WHEATON, ILLINOIS

WUHU, ANHUI PROVINCE, CHINA

-

Teaching Assistant in Anatomy and Physiology

-

President of Psychology Club

-

Two-time Track and Field Team Captain

-

Personal Trainer for Campus Recreation

-

Research Assistant in the HART Lab

-

YoungLife Team Leader

Katherine Farese

Jacob Ferguson

Shane Ferrero

ASHLAND, MISSISSIPPI

PONTOTOC, MISSISSIPPI

PEORIA, ILLINOIS

Executive Editor of the Mississippi Law Journal

-

The Columns Society

-

Member of the Moot Court Board

-

Student Ambassador

-

Madison Fletcher
GAUTIER, MISSISSIPPI

Director of Ole Miss Food Bank

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

Member of the Honors College

-

Tau Beta Pi Honor Society
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Parker Flowers
SUMRALL, MISSISSIPPI

-

Segal AmeriCorps Education Award Recipient

- Eleanor Slaughter Leadership Award Recipient

Kayla Foell

Annabelle Fortune

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

PEACHTREE CITY, GEORGIA

- President of Pre-Dental Society

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

The Columns Society

- Research Assistant for Delcamp Group,

-

Vice President of Judicial for College Panhellenic

-

Vice President of International Justice Mission

Chemistry and Biochemistry

Council

Aurielle Fowler

Denise Frantz

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

CLINTON, MISSISSIPPI

MANDEVILLE, LOUISIANA

Orientation Leader

-

Director of Programming for the Associated

Student Body

-

President of the Minority Association of Pre

Medical students

-

Luckyday Scholar

-

Chancellor’s Honor Roll

-

Assistant Director of New Members for Delta

Tichiuna Funchess
CRYSTAL SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI
-

Tutor for AmeriCorps

Gamma

Abby Garrett

Zachary Gill

Hallie Gillam

Andrew Glaze

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

SAUCIER, MISSISSIPPI

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI

Co-Director of the Ole Miss Big Event

- TJ Ray Award in Linguistic Recipient

- Student Ambassador

President of Pi Mu Epsilon

- Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society

- Co-Chair of Volunteer Recruitment and Retention

Committee for the Ole Miss Big Event
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Danielle Foster
-
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Alex Gochenauer

Seth Gray

Sage Greenlee

REPUBLIC, MISSOURI

JONESBORO,ARKANSAS

KILMICHAEL, MISSISSIPPI

-

Member of Phi Lambda Sigma

- The Columns Society

-

Distinguish Research Citation Award Recipient

- Student Ambassador

-

-

-

President of Academy of Student Pharmacists

Founding Member of Alpha Phi

Vice President of Phi Lambda Sigma

-

President of Alpha Phi

Elizabeth Gunn

Blake Guntharp

ADA, MICHIGAN

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

PONTOTOC, MISSISSIPPI

-

Co-Director of Homecoming for Student Activities -

Prevention

Association

-

-

Education Chairman for Kappa Kappa Gamma

Bryanna Hall
HICKORY WITHE, TENNESSEE

-

MADISON, MISSISSIPPI
-

Madeline Gumbko
Chairman for Out of Darkness Walk for Suicide

Camille Griffin

Hagen Gurley
AMORY, MISSISSIPPI

Orientation Leader

-

Taylor Medal Recipient

Chancellor’s Leadership Class Senior Leader

-

Director of Logistics for the Ole Miss Big Event

Event Coordinator for UM

Emily Harrell

Zachary Harris

MONETTE, ARKANSAS

GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

-

Historian of Mortar Board

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

Member of Mortar Board

-

Serenity Hawkins
SALTILLO, MISSISSIPPI

Tau Beta Pi Honor Society

- President of Phi Theta Kappa Alumni Association

Student Ambassador for School of Engineering

- Research Assistant for Social Cognitive Lab
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-

Margaret Hay

Cellas Hayes

John Heard

WEST POINT, MISSISSIPPI

LUDLOW, MISSISSIPPI

COLUMBIA, TENNESSEE

Director of Philanthropy for Associated Student

-

Acceptance into UM Graduate School for Ph.D in -

Body

Pharmacology

-

-

Vice President of Internal Affairs for Student

-

First generation college student

Community Assistant

Supplemental Instruction Leader for Organic

Chemistry

Caroline Heavey
GERMANTOWN, TENNESSEE

-

Delta Regional Forum Presenter and Featured

Essayist

-

Engagement Volunteer for the McLean Institute

Alumni Council

-

Victoria Heim

Lauren Herzog

Stanton Heydinger

YORK, PENNSLYVANIA

MADISON, MISSISSIPPI

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS

Director of Standards and Ethics/Member

Education Vice President for Alpha Delta Pi

-

Daniel Hill
BOONEVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

-

Honors Intern under the Department of Justice

-

Teaching Assistant for Organic Chemistry

-

Coordinator of Aquatics for Campus Recreation

-

Intern for KPMG

-

Member of the Honors College

-

Lyceum Scholar Award Recipient

United States Army Cadet Army ROTC

Randon Hill

Hannah Hilton

Marissa Hoffman

OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI

SHAWNEE, KANSAS

PORT ST. LUCIE, FLORIDA

-

President of National Pan-Hellenic Council

-

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

- Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society
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Director of Membership for Beta Alpha Psi

Mary Holland
LUCEDALE, MISSISSIPPI

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

-

Research Assistant

- Luckyday Scholar

Critical Language Scholarship Recipient

Mack Hubbell

Katherine Hubbard

Troy Hudson

Madeline Hudson
NORCROSS, GEORGIA

LAKE OSWEGO, OREGON

ROSWELL, GEORGIA

LITTLETON, COLORADO

-

Distinguished Senior Scholarship Recipient

-

The Columns Society

-

Rho Chi Honor Society

-

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

Co-Director of Freshman Council

-

Communications Committee Co-Chair for

- Distinguished Senior Scholarship Recipient

Head Delegate of Ole Miss Model United Nations

Mississippi College of Clinical Pharmacy

- Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-Presidentof E.S.T.E.E.M.

- Member of The Golden Key International

-

Skylyn Irby
BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

Treasurer of Alpha Kappa Alpha

-

Vice President of the Gospel Choir

-

Counselor for Pre-College Program

TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI

-

Teaching Assistant in Biology Labs

-

President of Student Alumni Council

-

Researcher of Genetic Variation

-

Student Ambassador

Jocelyn Jarrett

Mikayla Johnson

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

MOOREVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

President of Ole Miss Mock Trail

Mallie Imbler

MITROVICA, DISTRICT OF MITROVICA, KOSOVA

BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI

-

Chaz Hyseni

Shanterica Hunt

Bryce Hunt

Maya Kaup
ARCATA, CALIFORNIA

-

Taylor Medal Recipient

-

President of Food Recovery Network

-

Mississippi Rural Physician Scholar

-

President of Beta Beta Beta National Biological

Honor Society
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Reed Ashton Kevin

Mason King

Lindsey Kraft

OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI

MADISON, MISSISSIPPI

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

-

Director of Communications for Associated

Student Body

-

- Center for Manufacturing Excellence

-

Teaching Assistant in Biology

- Ole Miss Rocket Rebels Team

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

Megan Krynen
PASS CHRISTIAN, MISSISSIPPI

-

President of Delta Delta Delta

-

Senate Vice President for Croft

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

Marisa Kutchma

Michael Lanagan

SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI

MCKINNEY, TEXAS

Member of Women’s Soccer Team

-

Cadet Battalion Commander for Army ROTC

Environmental Toxicology Lab

Casey Lavender

Rachel Larry

Anna Lapayeva
ASTANA, KAZAKHSTAN
-

Associated Student Body Board Member

-

Pre-College Programs Counselor

MCKINNEY, TEXAS

- President of Phi Mu
- Order of Omega Honor Society

Katherine Levingston

Libby Li

CLARKSDALE, MISSISSIPPI

PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI

WIGGINS, MISSISSIPPI

MOBILE, ALABAMA

Erin Larkin

-

Senator of Associated Student Body

-

Orientation Leader

-

President of UM Hillel

- Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

Secretary of Student College of Clinical

-

President of Pre-Veterinary Club

-

Honors College Senator

- Chancellor’s Honor Roll

Pharmacy
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Jessi Lockett

Malerie Lovejoy

Claire Lundy

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI

BALLSTON LAKE, NEW YORK

HURLEY, MISSISSIPPI

Ben Maples
LUCEDALE, MISSISSIPPI

-

Orientation Leader

-

Secretary for The Columns Society

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

Vice President of Engineering Student Body

-

Vice President of Recruitment Counselors for

-

Student Housing Community Assistant

-

Omicron Delta Kappa Honor Society

-

Member of Omicron Delta Kappa

College Panhellenic Council

Jake McCall

McRae Mayfield

Grace McClanahan Jacqueline McGrath
COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI

HOT SPRINGS, ARKANSAS

MILLINGTON, TENNESSEE

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Croft Ambassador

- Taylor Medal Recipient

-

Sports Emcee for Ole Miss Athletics

Editor for Center for Open Source Analysis

- C Spire-Nokia Bell Labs Fellow

-

Anchor for NewsWatch

-

Recipient

-

Abbie McIntosh

McDonnell-Barksdale Honors Scholarship

Abigail McMullan Alexandra Medellin

Hailey McKee
DYERSBURG, TENNESSEE

CYPRESS, TEXAS

Outstanding Biochemistry Student Award

RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPPI

KENNETT, MISSOURI

Station Manager of NewsWatch Ole Miss

-

Member of the University Judicial Council

-

President of Alpha Delta Pi

-

Student Housing Community Assistant

Hearst Journalism Award Recipient

-

Ambassador for School of Journalism

-

Research Assistant in Psychology

-

Member of Alpha Kappa Alpha
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Samantha Metz
HERNANDO, MISSISSIPPI

Garrow Miles

Elam Miller

UNION CITY, TENNESSEE

MURFEESBORO, TENNESSEE

Alexis Miller
OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI

-

Vice President of Student Marketing Association

-

Lead Intern at Jennifer Russell Designs

-

President of Associated Student Body

-

President of Mortar Board

-

Public Relations Chairman of Phi Mu

-

Founder of Garrow’s Garden

-

Vice President of Associated Student Body

-

Assistant Student Director of the Honors College

Olivia Miller
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA

- Campus Favorite

Ali Mitchell

Sonora Morris

Chauncey Mullins

SOMERSET, PENNSYLVANIA

OSYKA, MISSISSIPPI

TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI

- President of Gamma Sigma Alpha

- President of CURE

Alexis Musacchia Ethel Mwedziwendira
MCKINNEY, TEXAS

MARRERO, LOUISIANA

- Secretary of Eta Sigma Phi

- Mr. Ole Miss

- Phi Beta Kappa

- President of Beta Theta Pi

David Nowicki
MADISON, MISSISSIPPI

Galina Ostrovsky
MADISON, MISSISSIPPI

- Design Layout/Opinion Editor for The Daily

- Taylor Medal Recipient

- Student Ambassador

Teaching Program

Mississippian

- Copy Chief for The Daily Mississippian

- McDonnell-Barksdale Honors Scholar

- Orientation Leader

- Co-Director of Public Relations and Marketing for

- Member of the Mississippi Excellence in

the Ole Miss Big Event

184

| THE OLE MISS 2019

Harper Panter

Jacqueline Pettey

Luke Phillips

GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI

HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI

CAPE GIRARDEAU, MISSOURI

-

Mississippi Excellence in Teaching Program

-

Military Justice Society

-

President of Sigma Phi Lambda

-

Family Readiness Group Chairperson for Bravo

- Staff Editor for Mississippi Law Journal

Sarah Pierce

Abby Pitts

JACKSON, TENNESSEE

BOONEVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

Vice President of National Society of Collegiate

ORLANDO, FLORIDA

-

- Member of Pi Beta Phi

Vice President of Communications for

RebelTHON
-

Company

-

Delaney Phillips
Marketing Director for Chi Omega

MaryScott Polk

Kimberley Poland

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS

-

Women in Chemistry

-

-

Gamma Beta Phi Honor Society

Volunteer Recruitment for the Ole Miss Big Event

Orientation Coordinator and Co-Director of

Scholars

Jordan Potts

Caroline Rader
SEVIERVILLE, TENNESSEE

BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

Suzan Raines

Shassidy Ramshur
COLUMBIA, MISSISSIPPI

RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPPI

-

Team Leader for Luckyday Success Program

-

Member of Phi Beta Kappa

- Community Service Chair for Chi Omega

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

Member of Chi Omega

- Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

Taylor Medal Recipient

-

Rho Chi Society
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STRINGER, MISSISSIPPI

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

Jade Richardson

Dottie Reid

Kailey Ready

Slade Rand

HURLEY, MISSISSIPPI

OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI

-

Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Mississippian

-

Vice President of Gamma Sigma Alpha

-

Student Ambassador

-

Chancellor’s Leadership Class

-

Member of the Kappa Alpha Order

-

Student Ambassador

-

Honors College Ambassadors Student Director

-

Associated Student Body Transfer Board and

Sustainability Board

-

Allie Roberson

Davis Roberts

Victoria Robinson

MADISON, MISSISSIPPI

GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI

RICHTON, MISSISSIPPI

Member of Mississippi Excellence in Teaching

-

Journalism School's Top Scholar Award

Program

Recipient

-

-

Member of the Honors College

Mackenzie Ross
OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI

-

President of I.M.A.G.E.

-

Editor-in-Chief for The Ole Miss

-

Ronald E. McNair Scholar

-

Chaplain of Sigma Phi Lambda

Co-Chair of Fundraising for Safe Ride

Lindsey Simmerman

Brenna Sit

Elaine Smith

SARDIS, MISSISSIPPI

BRANDON, MISSISSIPPI

HUDSON, WISCONSIN

Sydney Stanard
MADISON, MISSISSIPPI

- Early-Entry Pharmacy 2018 Student of the Year

- President of Tau Beta Pi

- Taylor Medal Recipient

- Managing Editor for Mississippi Political Review

- Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

- Corresponding Secretary of Tau Beta Pi

- Vice President of American Medical Student

- Founding Member of Center for Open Source

Association

Analysis
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Laura Taylor
Director of Special Events for Student Activities

Association

-

-

Magna Cum Laude from the Honors College

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

-

Journalist and Community Service Co-Chair of

Lead Speaker Coordinator for

TedxUniversityofMississippi

Delta Theta Sigma

-

Director of Finance and Fundraising for the Ole

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA

BRUCE, MISSISSIPPI

PEACHTREE CITY, GEORGIA

STRASBURG, VIRGINIA

-

William Tribble

Emma Kate Thome Lasherica Thornton
-

Member of the Honors College

Winner of 2018 Gillespie Business Plan

Competition

Miss Big Event

Charles Upton

Noah Van Gorder

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

MCDONOUGH, GEORGIA

-

President of Patterson School of Accountancy

-

Director of Logistics for the Ole Miss Big Event

-

ROTC

-

-

-

Executive Committee of Alpha Kappa Psi

-

Senator and Secretary for Croft

-

Byrd Scholarship Recipient

-

Outstanding Student in German Award Recipient

Tau Beta Pi Engineering Honor Society

Hallie Willenbrink

Haley Williams

HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI

SPRINGBORO, OHIO

SMITHVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

Vice President of Recruitment for Interfraternity

FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE

FORT WORTH, TEXAS

Grant Wichman
Council

-

Midshipman Commanding Officer for Naval

Carlie Vowell

Annie Vandegriff

Connate Williams
GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

-

National Honors Society for Psychology

-

Student Ambassador

-

President of NSCS

-

Phi Kappa Phi Honors Society

-

Vice President of E.S.T.E.E.M.

-

Public Relations Chair for NABA

Senator for the Honors College

PEOPLE |

187

Blair Wortsmith

Alexis Yarbrough

Greyson Young

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS

FENTON, MISSOURI

MARKS, MISSISSIPPI

-

Miss University 2019

-

Phi Eta Sigma Honor Society

-

-

Vice President of Administration for Delta Delta

-

Member of The Golden Key International

-

Freshman Connect Director for Associated

Student Body

Delta
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Alexis Zosel
TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI
-

Green Student Intern with Office of Sustainability

WHO’S WHO
NOT PICTURED
Anna Elkin

Jonathan Cox

CARROLLTON, TEXAS

NEW ALBANY, OHIO

- Track and Cross Country Team

Mary Horton
NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA

- Chancellor’s Leadership Class

- Treasurer of Associated Student Body

- National Collegiate Advisory Committee Member

- Provost Scholar

for Phi Mu

Emily Hugh

Abbey Hunter

SOUTHAVEN, MISSISSIPPI

BRYANT, ARKANSAS

- Director of National Public Health Week

Parker Maloney
CLINTON, MISSISSIPPI

- Vice President of Prescription for Service

- President of Order of Omega

- Member of American Association of Colleges of

- Co-Director of Public Relations for Student Activi

Pharmacy

ties Association

Katie McCool

Meryl McDaniel

LOUISVILLE, MISSISSIPPI

WASHINGTON, ILLINOIS

Victoria Miller
HARTSELLE, ALABAMA

- Vice President of Student Social Work

- Regent of Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity

Organization

Incorporated

- Vice President of Local Philanthropy for Alpha

- Vice Chair of National Student Advisory

Omicron Pi

Committee

Thomas Steis

Logan Williamson
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI

Student Director of the Honors College

President of The Golden Key International

Comptroller for Associated Student Body

Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society

Ashley Berry

Joshua Dolsen
Lee Eason

Kristin Howitt

Allysa Lipsey
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HELENA McCULLOUGH

Landon Chapman

Evan Dean

Hayden Hudson

Olivia Miller
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Sarah Pierce

Dottie Reid

Colton Singleton

Jack Sullivan

Cookie White

Grant Wichman
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S. Gale Denley

STUDENT MEDIA CENTER

PHOTO

I

THOMAS GRANINO, OLE MISS DIGITAL IMAGING SERVICES

Student contributors, editors, faculty and staff pose in front of the S. Gale Denley Student Media Center in Bishop Hall.
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Rebel Radio 92.1
Chauncey Taylor, DeAndria Turner, Jesus
Escobedo and William Stribling.

NewsWatch Ole Miss
First Row: Brian Barisa, Abbie McIntosh, Gracyn Ashmore
and Madison Scarpino. Second Row: Gracie Snyder, Torry
Rees, Collin Rivera, Kassidy Biss and Camryn Sidley.

The Daily Mississippian
Front Row: Hadley Hitson, Eliza Noe, Devna Bose, Meagan
Tape, Hayden Benge, Ethel Mwedziwendira, Sarah
Henderson and Ivana Nguyen. Second Row: Annie Sharp,
Liam Nieman, Taylor Vance, Katherine Butler, Megan
Swartzfager, Slade Rand, Christian Johnson, Mackenzie
Linneen, Justin Dial, Joshua Clayton and Griffin Neal.

DM Advertising
Isaiah Pugh, Sam Dethrow, Rebecca Brown, Morgan
Stone, Cam Collins and Michael Rackers
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UNDERCLASSMEN
Ashley Adams
Madison Albert
Avery Andress
Paige Appelhans
Deanna Blaylock
Chelsea Boone

Madison Brewer
Marley Brewer
Bridgette Carbon
Helen Colquett
Katie Dames
Kayla Denton

Maria Fernanda Diaz
Jacob Dillard
Korey Dillon
Alexis Drake
Charan Foote
Kennedy Frain

Ellison Freeman
Mary Gaines
Massimiliano Giacometti
Lindy Goodson
McKenna Hartmann
Kenneth Bradford Hawkins III
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Grant Hilliard
Lacey Holt
Diamond Jackson
Spencer Johns
Anna Caitlyn Johnson
Cree Jones

Alex Kemp
Morgan King
Elizabeth Lanford
Nicole Lewallen
Mallory Matthews
Katelynn McGowen

Heather McMillen
Virginia Mele
Brittany Murphy
Calley Overton
Anya Poston
Dickson Ray

o
Jared Redding
Morgan Reid
Amy Rhodes
Shunta Rivers
Lauren Scott
Katherine Seabrook

Hannah Simmons
Shamana Singleton
Kaitlyn Smith
Marcia Stark
Stefano Subauste
Meagan Tape

Amanda Taylor
Madison Thornton
Seldon Van Cleve
Abigail Whitman
Benjamin Wilkes
Shaylin Williams

Hannah Williamson
Jacob Wood
Andrea Zabala
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CLASS OF 2019
Amanda Acton
Emily Adams
Jarrius Adams

Nicole Aday
Kelsey Addison
Harleigh Aldridge
Mary Spencer Aldridge
Claire Alexander

Alyssa Alford
Randi Allen
Connor Alley
Jillian Alsnauer
Gabriela Altieri

Tamer Alzatari
Karli Anders
Zakiya Anderson
Madison Andrews
Jakob Anseman

Megan Anthony
Jennifer Antolik
Brittany Aven
Hajja Manama Bah
Jordan Bailey
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Avianna Baker
Fallon Baker
Quaneshia Baker
Taler Baker
Parker Ball

Candice Ballard
Moesha Banks
Morgan Barker
Bumeccia Barnes
Courtland Barnes

Kristen Barnett
Michelle Basha
Jennifer Battistelli
Arriana Bean
Allie Beasley

Danielle Behrend
Chloe Bell
Bailee Bellevue
Hayden Benge
Allie Bennett

Myranda Bennett
Jarvis Benson
Dionne Benton-Mccraw
Ashley Berry
Levi Bevis

Madalyn Bierster
Madelyn Birkelbach
Lauren Black
Alisia Bland
Olivia Blann
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Donteria Bonner
Kylan Boothe
Russell Boren
Lauren Bowers
Morgan Bowie

Jessica Boyd
Katherine Boyet
Keysha Bradley
Tianna Brand
Destiny Brandon

Julia Brant
J. Micah Breeding
Courtney Brent
Emily Breslin
Sarah Sims Bridges

Jazmine Briggs
Madison Briggs
Anna Brocato
Niyoko Brock
Nicholas Brouwer
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Amelia
Breanna
Courtney
Elizabeth
Janelle

Brown
Brown
Brown
Brown
Brown

Katina
Meredith
Raven
Shyneka
Terrace

Brown
Brown
Brown
Brown
Brown
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Brittany Brownlee
Jasmine Bryson
Dawson Buettner
Olivia Buquoi
Caroline Burford

Caitlin Burke
Nicole Burks
Ansley Burns
Christopher Burpo
Ella Burton

Alexis Butler
Lacius Caddie
Aidan Caesar
Amanda Cain
Damarkus Calhoun

Sarah Kate Caliguire
Katelyn Campbell
Linda Campbell
Taylor Campbell
Morgan Cannon

Maraea Gardner
Hailey Carmack-Taylor
Joshua Caron
Keel in Carr
Alisha Carrisoza

Halle Carter
Megan Carter
Alice Casey
Sarah Cervantes
Caroline Chambliss
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Grant Chambliss
Hetal Champaneri
Laura Chatham
Marilyn Chavez
Chen Chen

Fangyun Cheng
Jasmine Cherry
Kristi Childs
Kristi Childs
Ashley Christian

Griffin Clark
Quade Clark
Madison Cleveland
April Cobb
Anna Williams Cochran

John Hayden Cole
Molly Cole
Devaraus Coleman
Javontae Coleman
Brianna Collier

Lee Catherine Collins
Martavius Collins
Breanna Comley
Mary Amelia Conn
Wayne Cook

Olivia Cooley
Daphanie Cooper
Meredithe Coots
Alexandria Copeland
Madison Corso
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Robynne Cowan
Justin Cowling
Stephen Cox
Ashlyn Coyle
Ki’Yona Crawford

Neal Creasy
John Cronin
Alex Crouch
Charissma Crump
Kyle Cullen

Savannah Culver
Thomas Curcio
Sandra Currier
Catrina Curtis
Naim Daghmash

A’Tiana Darden
Richela Davenport
AJ. Davidson
Jalen Davis
Kayla Davis

Shelby Daws
Radhi Daya
Evan Dean
Mary Dean
Emily Defenbaugh

Madison Demotts
Mia Dent
Shahil Desai
Dylan Devenny
Ashley Dexter
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Justin Dial
Anna Dickson
Devin Diedrich
James Mitchell Blake Dillard
Mary Payne Dillard

Olivia Ditmer
Charles Ditto
Benjamin Dixon
Marquiel Dodson
Sakisha Dovey

Cara Dulaney
Tyshianna Edwards
Abigail Elliott
David Elmore
Hayden Eoff

Monica Erwin
Gabriel Fairley
Caitlin Fears
Mason Fields
Quinna Fields

Audrey Fischer
Darby Fisher
Parker Flowers
O’Shur Fluker
David Flynn

Tyler Fonde
Annabelle Fortune
Danielle Foster
Dasia Foster
Aurielle Fowler
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Alexandra Frazier
Tarrah Frederick
Bayleigh Free
Allison Gaerke
Elijah Gafford

Megan Gandy
Anna Gann
Stevie Garland
Bradford Clay Garrett
Rachel Garth

Aimee Gates
Haley Gayden
Ashley German
Tyler Gibson
Zachary Gill

Megan Gillespie
Mallory Gilliland
Narika Glasper
Savannah Glenn
Anna Glidewell

Sean Glidewell
Brittany Godfrey
Tiffany Goldman
Joshua Gollihar
Tamerror Gooch

Stephanie Gordon
Dedrick Grady
Chelsea Graham
Kalyndzeyia Gray
Kevin Green
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Alexandria Greene
Jessie Gregory
Anduan Griffin
Camille Griffin
Camry Griffith

Kelsie Gronauer
Laquaisha Gross
Veronica Guastella
Alecia Gunn
Blake Guntharp

Amanda Haley
Kamara Hall
Shanquivian Hall
Bre’ Hamblin
Bria Hammond

Je’Miller Handy
Surayah Hanmore
Kameshia Hardy
Amber Hargett
Roger Harmon Jr.

Emily Harrell
Maggie Harris
Shakeara Harris
Margaret Hatcher
Jomarie Hawkins

Tara Hawkins
Kathlynn Hawthorne
Celias Hayes
Alli Hayward
Timber Heard
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Victoria Heim
Elizabeth Heller
Jasmine Henderson
Nicole Henderson
Shannon Hendricks

Heather Henley
Daria Herasymova
Anthony Hernandez
Jansen Herndon
Emily Hershberger

Kayla Hester
Adrianna Hewston
Brian Hicks
Fatashe Hicks
Makayla Higginbotham

Randon Hill
Destiny Hilliard
Kacie Hogan
Mary Frances Holland
Heath Hollomon

Joseph Holzmer Jr.
Lynsi Hood
Abigail Hooks
Aliyah Hooks
Ashley Hopper

Steven Hopper
Mary-Katherine Horton
Terry Clayton Horton II
Lawrence Howard
Corbin Hughes
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Shanterica Hunt
Haleigh Hurt
Natalie Huseby
Cameron ladeluca
Mallie Imbler

Skylyn Irby
Justin Ivy
Stephanie Ivy
Brittney Jackson
Dominic Jackson

Laquan Jackson
Destini Jamison
Mykalia Jamison
Shelby Jamison
Rachel Jenkins

Antonique Jennings
Andrew Johnson
April Johnson
Armonti Johnson
Cameron Johnson
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Erin
Jessica
Joseph
Kinshada
Laura

Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson

Lauren
Meredith
Muriel
Tiara
Tiara

Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
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Genecia Joiner
Allie Jones
Candaysha Jones
Jayla Jones
John-Stuart Jones

Kennedy Jones
Kwamina Jones
Phillip Jones
Wilson Jones
Mattie Jordan

Hemant Joshi
Renee Kakadia
Ho Yeon Kang
Zoe Karaminas
Natalie Keane

Meagen Kelleher
Destini Kelly
Seaira Kendrick
Breshondra Kendricks
Cain Kennedy

Kajah Kennedy
Karlee Kilker
Alexandra King
James King
Mason King

Taylor Knipp
Jaclyn Kruljac
Megan Krynen
Madison Kujawski
Jason Kurmaskie
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Charles Lacy
Tearra Lagrone-Cannon
Haley Lambert
Ashley Lance
Allyson Langston

Annika Larsson
Phoebe Lavin
Chandler Law
Marianna Lazich
Alexis Lee

Kaitlyn Legge
Suzanne Lema
Clara Lemus
James Levens Iv
Amy Lewis

Madison Liljeberg
Alexus Lindsey
Terry Lindsey Jr.
Allysa Nicole Lipsey
Adalis Lock

Jessica Lockett
Shelby Loftis
Cameron Lofton
Lauren Lomenick
Kayla Long

Sarah Loret
Breah Love
Malerie Lovejoy
Le-Dra Luce
Claire Lundy
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Caitie Lusk
Jenish Maisuria
Devante Malone
Ben Maples
Annie Mapp

Haley Marks
Bailey Martin
Caroline Mason
Tiara Mayfield
Michelle Mazza

Laryssa McBeath
Erin McCain
Cayley McCormack
Nathaniel McCormick
Kendall McCoy

Vanessa McCulloch
Mikael McCullough
Armeisha McDonald
Aysheka McDonald
Zachary McDonald

Thomas McFann
Donavan McGee
Maddie McGee
Debra McGIothin
Abbie McIntosh

Rachel McKellar
Sydney McKeown
Alexus McKorkle
Alexandra McLarty
Abigail McMullan
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Joseph McPherson
Alexandra Medellin
Samantha Taylor Metz
Shelby Milano
Alexis Miller

Chelsea Miller
Elam Miller
Kiana Miller
Art Mitchell
Caysi Mitchell

Daniel Moak
Sierra Mohair
Sarah Moncrief
Katherine Monsen
Shanna Montgomery

Damian Moore
Decalvin Moore
Deeanna Moore
Rachel Moore
Arizona Morgan-Harris

Kharisma Morris
Richard Morris
Sonora Morris
Pierce Morrison
Lauren Mortiz

Cherisha Moss
Raven Moss
Andrea Munn
McKenzie Murdock
Felicia Murray
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Kardazia Murry
Ethel Mwedziwendira
Steve Nado
Consuela Dawn Nash
Chloe Neanover

Tina Ng
Cindy Nguyen
Charley Ann Nix
Faith Nix
Jean-Nicolette Nixon

Raquel Noboa Vera
Erin Norris
Elena Ontiveros
Devin Orr
Tammy Orrell

Lalanya Oswalt
Elantra Owens
Melitza Pacheco
Cindy Pan
Xingyu Pan

Alex Pann
Harper Panter
Makena Parrish
Alyson Parsons
Alay Patel

Payai Patel
Reema Patel
Sahil Patel
Shailja Patel
Mikayla Patterson

PEOPLE |

211

Raven Patton
Anna Bess Pavlakovich
Kristin Payer
Amanda Pegram
Anna Pendleton

Abigail Perez
Kayla Perez
Cally Perkins
Elijah Peters
Olivia Petrie

Queen Pierre
Ross Pittman
Alexandra Plaugher
Elizabeth Pleimling
Dylan Poelman

Stephanie Lee Poiroux
Maryscott Polk
Riann Polk
Tiffany Porter
Zachary Portrey

Jordan Potts
Jasmine Powell
Aundria Price
Beatrice Price
Jerica Price

Cecilia Pringle
Dalton Pritchard
Davedra Pritchard
Tori Pruett
Ramsey Purvis
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Caroline Rader
Devan Ramey
Mary Ramge
Hunter Ransom
Jay Rao

John Reece
Pearl Reed
Brecken Reeves
Elaina Reno
Kathryn Rensing

Isabelle Repinski
Rebecca Restani
Alexis Rhoden
Katie Riales
Jennifer Riccio

Mariah Richardson
Nianna Riley
James Ritchey
Allie Roberson
Dexter Roberts

Anna Robertson
Gina Robinson
Joshua Robinson
Victoria Robinson
Samuel Roble

Christian Rodriguez
Lorna Leigh Rogers
Patricia Rogers
Madison Roncalli
Nicholas Heath Rooks
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Mackenzie Ross
Samantha Rowland
Camille Roy
Christina Royal
Jodi Rushing

Jessika Russell
Timothy Ruth
Laura Salvador
Cameron Sanders
Vallon Sanders

Claire Sanford
Jaquavious Sangster
Alexandria Sappington
Austin Saunders
Teirsten Saunders

Kathryn Schlegel
Bria Scott
John Dakoda Scott
Kristian Selby
Keosha Seldon

Ellery Selph
Madison Settlemires
Matthew Sewell
De’Aries Shannon
Byankuh Shelby

Kate Shetley
Lakeytrea Shields
Jesica Shumake
Zaria Shumpert
Lindsey Simmerman
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Brandi Simmons
Haley Simmons
Janeisha Simpson
Colton Singleton
Kayla Sisk

Coleman Sisson
Ann Weston Sistrunk
Katherine Sistrunk
Brenna Sit
Cory Skellion

Austin Smith
Braelyn Smith
Demestrius Smith
Elizabeth Smith
Jana Smith

John Smith
Katherine Smith
Lizzy Smith
Madison Smith
Niekya Smith

Shelby Smith
Chase Snider
Jackson Solari
Anna Speights
Ariel Spencer

Caroline Spotswood
Amber St. Peter
Juliette St. Romain
Keyaira Standifer
Tamera Staples
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John Starr IV
Samantha Stearns
Catherine Stebbins
Rhett Stegall
Shelby Stephens

Linda Stevenson
Whitley Stiff
Tierra Stigler
Kayline Stone
Mary Margaret Strange

Margaret Street
Joseph Strode
Shelby Stuber
Alexandra Camille Stumpf
Emily Sullivan

Mattie Sullivan
Tara Sullivan
Allison Suter
Dewansia Sutton
Mystei Tatum

Cami Taylor
Jaylne Taylor
Keveon Taylor
Kimberly Taylor
Patra Taylor

Logan Therrell
Kelle’ Thigpen
Akeyla Thomas
Ashlee Thompson
Emily Thompson
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Kimberly Thompson
Lasherica Thornton
Nicholas Thurman
Beatrice Tisher
Laura Todd

Fabiola Torres
Sarah Townsend
William Tribble
Emily Trolia
Tyler Tunnell

Mikala Turner
Keontra Tyes
Brandon Tzib
Perla V. Le Sure
Noah Van Gorder

Meera Vanmali
Mandy Varner
Logan Vaughan
Betsy Veazey
Tatyana Wadley

Cori Walker
Jasmine Walker
Madeline Walker
John Wall
Aurora Wallace

Victoria Wallace
Bailey Walterhoefer
Yunshu Wang
Quentaisha Warren
Jasmine Washington
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Jennifer Washington
Audreaiona Waters
Azjah Watson
Katie Watson
Joshua Weatherford

Elizabeth Weathersby
Anne Russell Webb
Maggie Weber
Courtney Wells
Mary Wheatley

Brittnie
John
Kayla
Megan
Shuterrica

White
White
White
White
White

Tiwan White
Melanie Wierzbicki
Valerie Wigington
Amanda Wilkerson
Alissa Ann Williams

Brandon Williams
Brittany Williams
Haley Williams
Joe Williams
Katherine Williams

Michaela Williams
Stallisha Williams
Sydney Williams
Ta’Briya Williams
McKenzie Williamson
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Bryce Wilson
Jamie Wilson
John Wilson
Shelby Winstead
Morgan Winter

Evan Wisniewski
Cady Wolf
Patrick Wolf
Samantha Wong
Kathryn Wood

Alexisa Woodard
Darius Woodard
Savannah Woods
Hayden Wooldridge
Wanyi Wu

James Yarborough
Shakayla Yates
Megan Ybarra
Audrey Yielding
Alexis York

Callan Young
Deway lia Young
Greyson Young
Sumayia Young
Sajan Zaver

Kyle Zavitz
Zachary Zawada
Kelly Zeisel
Hao Zhou
Alexis Zosel
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SPORTS
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
STUDENT ATHLETES BROKE
RECORDS IN 2018-2019

Arianne Hartono won the 2018
NCAA Division I Women’s Tennis
Championship, the first tennis national
championship in program history.

Ole Miss Women’s Cross Country
placed third in the SEC.

Ole Miss Club Hockey finished second at
the SEC tournament in Nashville.

Senior golfer Braden Thornberry, then the
No. 1 ranked amateur in the world, decided
to go pro after a stellar fall in Oxford.

Cece Kizer broke the all-time record for goals and
points as Ole Miss Soccer advanced farther in the
NCAA Tournament than ever before.
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The Ole Miss Football team saw nine players invited
to the NFL combine, which was the second most in
the SEC and tied for fourth most in the country.

Ole Miss Rifle's score of 4648
was just 18 points shy of a
second place GARO finish.

The Men’s Cross Country team won
their first-ever SEC Championship.

The Ole Miss Baseball
team won the 2018 SEC
Tournament Championship.

Julia Johnson won SEC Freshman of
the Year accolades in Women's Golf
for her play in the 2017-18 season.

Senior Brian Williams defended his title for
the discus, and became SEC champion
once more with a 16-foot victory margin.

Ole Miss Cheer finished in the
top-five at UCA Nationals in the
All-Girl Gameday competition.

Senior Sean Tobin ran the fastest mile in the SEC at
Indoor Championships, marking the fourth-straight
year a runner from Ole Miss has claimed the title.
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TAKING THE REINS
EQUESTRIAN TEAM PROVES YOU DON’T HAVE TO
GIVE UP YOUR PASSIONS WHEN YOU GO TO COLLEGE
Story by Sarah Henderson

e are more than just horse people, granted we
never really out grew the stage,” laughs Rowan
Baird, a junior accounting major from Baton
Rouge, La.
Baird is an active member of the Ole Miss Equestrian Club,
a sports team established by UM graduate Colleen Stimola just
three years ago.
Ole Miss Equestrian is a team made up of 25 undergraduate
students who participate in riding competitions each year as a
part of the Intercollegiate Horse Show Association. Members
choose their riding discipline, English or Western, and show
their expertise in events such as Hunt Seat, Equitation,
Horsemanship and Reigning. The team competes against other
schools in their region including Mississippi State, Auburn,
Alabama, Berry College, Georgia Tech and University of Georgia.
English riders practice up to twice a week with Beanie Cone
of Hunter’s Edge Stables in Olive Branch. Cone, affectionately
nicknamed “Team Dad," also serves as the head coach and
travels with the team to every competition.
"Beanie is probably one of the most constructive instructors
we’ve ever had,” Baird said. “Every rider has had their fair
share of rough instructors, but Beanie really coaches us as
team. He’s the best."
Cone houses around 15 to 20 horses that Ole Miss
Equestrian uses for lessons and competitions. Each horse has
his or her own set of unique talents and is used for different
events. Beanie also stables Captain, the only horse registered
under Ole Miss Equestrian’s name.
Captain is a speckled grey donated to the team from Auburn
University in 2016.
Western riders take their lessons from Kevin McDavitt of
McDavitt Stables in Senatobia. McDavitt has been working with
Ole Miss Equestrian’s Western riders since 2015, and tries to
make it to as many competitions as possible.
After only three years of competition experience, Ole Miss
Equestrian boasts an impressive resume. Last year the team
placed 3rd in English at the national competition as well as 6th
in Western. The team was also recognized as Ole Miss' Sports

W
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Club of the Year, and founding member Colleen Stimola was
nominated for Female Athlete of the Year.
Baird attributes the team’s success to the family-like bond
teammates share.
“We hold each other accountable and check in on each
other all the time,” Baird said. “If someone is injured, whether
it be on a horse or not, we look after them. We care about each
other and want each other to do well."
Even with Ole Miss Equestrian’s accolades, the team is not
yet recognized by the NCAA. According to Baird, Ole Miss is
the only SEC school without an NCAA equestrian team. This
means the team pays for all of their lessons, travel fees and
competition entries out of pocket.
The team is also unable to compete against other university
teams for the NCAA National Championship.
“We’ve reached out to the Manning’s and some of the other
‘famous alumni’ and a lot of them have said that they are very
interested as long as we can get backing from the University or
have someone else be the first donor,” Baird said. “It’s a big
step to be the first donor for a new team.
Right now we are just laying the groundwork for a hopefully
prosperous team."
For Baird and the rest of the Ole Miss Equestrian team, their
goal is to continue building up the team and its recognition
throughout the rest of their college careers.
"It would be awesome to come back to Ole Miss on our ten
year anniversary and have a recognized team and a barn and
everything,” Baird said.
Since its establishment, Ole Miss Equestrian has created an
outlet for UM horseback riders. Many of the team's members
are out-of-state students who thought they had to give up their
passion in order to attend Ole Miss.
The biggest reward of Ole Miss Equestrian is allowing
students to follow their academic passions at Ole Miss while
still competing and growing in a sport that most teammates
have participated in since childhood. The team looks forward to
many years of success and encourages anyone and everyone
to join.

TOP LEFT: Shannon Hourin and Nora Heindel with Coach Beanie Cone at their last show as undergraduates. TOP RIGHT: Emory Barnes becomes the first
member to qualify and won both of her classes, pictured with founding president Colleen Stimola and current president Shannon Hourin. BOTTOM: The
Equestrian Team competes at the University of Alabama in February 2019 against 16 other teams.
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PROMISING NEW
FACES FOLLOW
DISAPPOINTING
SEASON
ASSISTANT COACH OVERHAUL AFTER
SEASON FULL OF TOUGH LOSSES
Story by Zac Herring

fter winning their first four games of the
2018-2019 season, the Ole Miss football
team fell into a disappointing slide. The
program’s final year with a bowl ban as a
consequence of NCAA sanctions ended with a
record that wouldn’t have been enough to go to a bowl
game regardless. Despite fielding the 2nd best offense
in the SEC in yards per game and a top 10 unit in the
country, the Rebels finished their season on an 0-5
slide, their only win coming against an Arkansas team
that finished last in the conference.
Head Coach Matt Luke addressed the fanbase
disappointment in a press conference after the final
game, saying that no one has higher “expectations
than I do." He also spoke to his track record as a
coach, "When I went to Tennessee in 2006,I was part
of a turnaround there. I went to Duke in 2008, and I
was part of a one of the biggest turnarounds in college
football, and then we did it again here in 2012.”
The program made a huge first step by firing
defensive coordinator Wesley McGriff, who despite
being the 20th highest paid assistant coach in
college football, fielded the 114th ranked scoring
defense in the nation. NCAA scholarship reductions,
a few recruiting misses, and a slew of injuries led
to a defensive unit that was a constant weak point
throughout the season. Athletic Director Ross Bjork
and Matt Luke made a big splash when they hired
former Colorado Head Coach Mike MacIntyre, a
winner of multiple coach of the year awards and a
noted defensive guru. Coach MacIntyre has a long

A

history of turning around bad defenses and has made
significant progress at many schools.
While Offensive Coordinator Phil Longo’s offense
put up astonishing numbers at times with the elite
5-7
talent it featured, the offense sputtered tremendously
in two of the most crucial areas. In big games against
teams like Alabama, Auburn, LSU and Mississippi
State, the highly-touted offense scored 7, 16, 16 and 3
points respectively. Despite high rankings in numerous
categories, Longo’s top-10 offense ranked just 59th
in red zone scoring efficiency. Longo left for the same
role at UNC Chapel Hill, and was replaced by another
former power five head coach who also has multiple
coach of the year awards. Ole Miss hired Richard
Rodriguez, inventor of the shotgun zone-read play who
also played a major role in the creation of the spread
offense that now dominates college football.
The exciting new coordinator hires made an impact
early, as the 2019 recruiting cycle saw Ole Miss land
the 22nd ranked class in the country, finishing ahead
of other SEC programs like Arkansas, Mississippi
State, Missouri, Kentucky and Vanderbilt. The new
class of 31 commits features many standouts, such
as four-star juco linebacker Sam Williams, an early
enrollee who looks to make an instant impact in
MacIntyre's new defense.
Though the 2018 season didn't end the way that
fans and coaches had hoped, an overhauled staff with
a proven record of turning things around quickly looks
to make major changes with a promising group of
young players.
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A THANK YOU NOTE
TO THE nWo
OLE MISS WIDE RECIEVERS LEAVE A
LASTING MARK ON THE UNIVERSITY
Story by David Pfaehler

or most of the Ole Miss family, spring
welcomes a number of entertaining delights
that help us relax and enjoy the upcoming
semester: freshly bloomed tulips, crawfish
boils, baseball season and the Double Decker Arts
Festival. However, for a handful of others, the season’s
change brings with it an entirely different reality: one
filled with long days in the weight room, longer days
on the football field and countless efforts to bolster an
already loaded skillset.
No, I’m not talking about Landshark Tony and his
incredible dance moves, though I’m sure he has been

F

228

| THE OLE MISS 2019

hard at work during the offseason pumping some iron
and perfecting routines with the Rebelettes. Instead,
I’m talking about a group of individuals just as near and
dear to our hearts: the nWo.
If you haven’t managed to decipher the acronym
yet, nWo stands for Nasty Wide Outs and includes the
entirety of our football team’s receiving corps. The group
was started by Wide Receiver’s Coach and Mississippi
Native Jacob Peeler as a way to embody the relentless,
explosive and downright jaw-dropping nature of the
Ole Miss air-raid attack that picked apart opposing
secondaries and earned the title of fifth-ranked passing

offense in the nation last season. Among those most
responsible for this incredible achievement are three of the
nWo's very own: DaMarkus Lodge, D.K. Metcalf and A.J.
Brown.
From the moment they stepped onto campus - and
even well before that - each of these individuals won over
our hearts. Whether it be D.K. Metcalf’s commitment
to stay in Oxford and play for his father’s alma mater,
Starkville-native A.J. Brown's decision to spurn Mississippi
State in favor of the flagship, or DaMarkus Lodge’s
determination to move states and immediately compete
for a starting position, each of these inspiring young men
reminded us of how amazing it is to be an Ole Miss Rebel.
Since making their decisions, we have witnessed each
of these phenomenal receivers make extraordinary plays on
the football field. The beginning of each of their freshman
seasons gave us a glimpse into what the future held for
them. Metcalf became an instant red-zone threat, and both
Brown and Lodge took on pivotal roles in the offense and
proved themselves to be dynamic route-runners. Over the last
several years, we watched all three of these student-athletes
grow and develop in ways that are simply unparalleled to
other receiving corps.
Lodge eclipsed 1500 yards and 100 receptions over
his final two seasons, Metcalf distinguished himself as an
unguardable long-ball threat and Brown shattered record
books, setting new records for 100-yard receiving games and

total receiving yards in Ole Miss history.
Fortunately for us, we have had the pleasure of enjoying all
the personality, talent and heart these young men had to offer
during their collegiate careers at the University of Mississippi.
Unfortunately, however, it seems our time watching them
compete in an Ole Miss uniform has come to an end as they
prepare for the NFL Draft.
Despite this bittersweet goodbye, we wish nothing but
the best for each of these remarkable individuals as they all
have extraordinary opportunities to compete
and succeed at the highest level professional
football has to offer. With each of their unique
skill sets, it is likely that all three receivers
will be drafted before the end of the fifth
round. In fact, many have heralded Metcalf
as the best overall wide receiver prospect in
the draft and many are predicting that both
he and Brown will be drafted before first
round’s end, which would make them the
highest-drafted wide receiver duo since 2007.
Whatever the outcome is, we will always be
their biggest fans, and we will always be there
to cheer them on wish them the very best.
So here’s to you, nWo. We have laughed
with you. We have cried with you. We have
fought and screamed with you. And now, we
think it’s time we thanked you.
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TOP IN
CHEER & CLASS
CHEER SQUAD FOCUSES ON BETTERING THEMSELVES NOT
ONLY IN THEIR SPORT BUT IN THEIR CLASSES AS WELL
Story by Zac Herring

econd-year Head Coach Ryan O’Connor brought another strong
year for the Ole Miss Cheer squad, as they looked to continue their
newfound tradition in the D1A Game Day division at UCA Nationals.
The Rebel all-girl squad won the inaugural title in 2018 and put on
another outstanding performance to finish in the top five in 2019. They were
judged on their ability to lead the crowd, incorporate and execute proper
game day skills, exhibit superior motion technique and produce a quality
routine.
While their Ole Miss classmates were likely enjoying a relaxing day before
the start of spring classes, the cheer team was bringing together the skills
they’d been practicing for six weeks of two-a-day workouts.
The Game Day category is especially dependent upon school traditions
surrounding athletic events and incorporates cheers from multiple sports in
multiple different seasons. Because of this, the Rebel cheer team had actually
been practicing for much longer, since before football season even began.
O’Connor gave her team a pep talk before the final day of competition,
knowing how hard her team had worked: “Every team in the country is tired
right now,” she told them, “They all have school tomorrow. Work starts now.”
Evidently their hard work paid off in their strong competition performance,
as the all-girl and coed teams both finished in the top five, and all-girl
finished in a program-highest seventh place in traditional competition.
While the Game Day division was a point of emphasis for O’Connor, she
also wanted to see progress in the classroom.
She claims that a focus on better academic performance has created
more of a draw for better cheerleaders: “We’ve brought in more talent
because we focused on what we should focus on,” O’Connor says. “It’s about
holding them accountable and reminding them we’re not here just to cheer,
but to get a degree."
The results in her first year were astounding, as the team posted their
highest GPA in program history in 2018.
Even with all of their achievements, O’Connor made it clear that they
weren’t about to take their foot off the gas just yet. “The spring is when you
find out who needs to come back next year because you see who is going to
stay motivated and who’s using this time to make themselves better. I have a
really great group of students who deserve all the praise in the world.”

S

230

| THE OLE MISS 2019

PHOTO | CHRISTIAN JOHNSON

PHOTOS I

232

| THE OLE MISS 2019

MEGAN SUTTLES

ATHLETICS |

233

DANCE LIKE
EVERYONE’S
WATCHING
REBELETTES WORK HARD TO SUPPORT OLE MISS
ATHLETICS WITH THEIR HIGH-ENERGY DANCE ROUTINES
Story by Zac Herring

he Ole Miss dance team, better known as the Rebelettes, were there alongside
Tony the Landshark to support Ole Miss athletics at a number of events
throughout the 2018-2019 season, and enjoyed several exciting events like their
invite to Universal Dance Association Nationals in Orlando, Fla. Much like the
cheer team, they were dedicated throughout the year, practicing frequently during each
semester and still leading fans at major athletic events.
The pinnacle of achievement for a college dance team is usually a championship at
UDA nationals, but the team’s approach this year was a bit different this year than for
previous years. The Rebelettes were comprised of nearly 75 percent underclassmen, with
only four third-year team members and three fourth-year members compared to nine
first-year and eleven second-year members.
For Rebelette coordinator Rachel Levetzow, who joined the program in 2017, this year’s
UDA competition was about creating a reputation for the team and building national
recognition for the program. Despite the lack of experience on the team, Levetzow still
believed that the team could accomplish their goal.
"I just want to put our name back on the map,” Levetzow said. ”I want to turn heads
and for people to say, 'Oh, that’s Ole Miss.’”
The Rebelettes’ practices were long and arduous in the weeks leading up to nationals,
and during that time they were still expected to be there to support other athletic
teams in their respective events. The seemingly endless two-a-days that began after
December finals paid off at UDA nationals in January with a solid execution of their pom
and jazz routines. With the team’s performance Levetzow also intended to introduce
a transformative jazz dance routine that could prove to be a revolutionary deviation
from traditional routines. The team also competed with a fast-paced pom routine set to
RuPaul’s “Covergirl.”
Even though they stress the importance of competition at nationals, the Rebelettes’
focus is also about contributing to the experience associated with Ole Miss athletics.
“It’s all about making sure that we schedule performances that are going to lend to and
enhance the atmosphere of each specific game,” Levetzow said.
The young team was, as always, an enthralling contributor from the sidelines with
Tony and certainly did their part in creating the incredible atmosphere that surrounds
Ole Miss athletics. Despite their inexperience, their smiling faces and captivating halftime
performances are a consistent fan favorite.
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The Rebelletes walk in the 2019 Homecoming Parade.
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BOUND FOR
REBOUND
MEN’S TEAM EXCELS WITH THE
HELP OF NEW HEAD COACH
Story by Atticus Nelson

he Ole Miss Men’s Basketball team has made huge improvement for the
2018-2019 season after the previous year ended in bitter disappointment
and a 12-20 record that was the program’s worst in two decades. The
Rebels climbed into the top 25, reaching as high as 18th in the nation,
which was the first time Ole Miss had been ranked since February 2, 2013. The Rebs
claimed impressive road wins against Mississippi State and Auburn, who were highly
touted throughout the season which sprung them into the top-25 and the discussion
for contention in the NCAA tournament.
This season saw Kermit Davis take the reins as the new head coach of Ole Miss
Men’s Basketball. Davis enjoyed 16 years of coaching success at Middle Tennessee
State, so his arrival in Oxford was highly anticipated. Leading up to the season
opener, Coach Davis emphasized the team’s potential even though few outside of the
Ole Miss faithful believed in them. The Rebels were picked to finish last in the SEC by
former ESPN writer and current NCAA.com correspondent Andy Katz. Not only was
the team underestimated as a whole, but the student-athletes making up the team
were as well. Not a single player on the Ole Miss roster was named to any of the
preseason All-SEC teams. Despite this, Davis was not planning on having a rebuilding
season. Immediately, his impact resonated on the court, and the team began the
season with a 13-2 start.
Davis’ coaching has not only led to better team play, but has also translated to
better individual play as well. Led by junior Breein Tyree, numerous players have
showcased their talent this season. Near the end of SEC play, Tyree was 3rd in the
conference in scoring, averaging 18.4 points per game. Senior and Mississippi native
Terrence Davis averages 15.7. This duo had proven to be nearly unstoppable as they
were the second highest scoring pair in the SEC halfway through conference play.
The Rebels also acquired two rising stars, Blake Hinson and KJ Buffen. The 6’7"
freshman duo put up big numbers and valuable minutes throughout the season.
Hinson gave a season high 28 points against Mississippi State, playing a crucial role
in the team’s victory in Starkville.
The Rebels’ fast paced, run-and-gun style has proven successful throughout the
season. Teams have not been able to contain the various offensive weapons that
Kermit Davis has created, and his 1-3-1 defensive scheme tires opponents who
have trouble matching the Rebels’ quickness and athleticism. With a team that was
picked to finish last in the SEC, Davis has turned the basketball program around.
With continued player development and consistent talent from recruits, the Ole Miss
basketball program has the best yet to come.
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TOP RIGHT: Terence Davis plays in a game against Iowa State on Jan. 26, 2019 in the Pavilion. TOP LEFT: Dominik Olejniczak plays in a game against Iowa
State. BOTTOM: Breein Tyree plays in a game against Iowa State.
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Blake Hinson plays in a game against
Mississippi State on Feb. 2, 2019.
PHOTOS I CHRISTIAN JOHNSON

ATHLETICS |

241

Kermit
Davis
MEN’S HEAD COACH
fter a few not so promising years from Ole
Miss Men’s Basketball, Kermit Davis and
his infamous jacket throwing came in to
save the program. Davis is the 22nd head
coach in program history replacing former head
coach Andy Kennedy.
Native of Leaksville, Miss., Davis played at
Mississippi State University from 1980-82. His
career in coaching has spanned over three decades
with positions at eight different schools. Davis has
spent a large majority of his coaching career in
the South with coaching positions at Southwest
Mississippi Community College, Louisiana State
University, Texas A&M and Middle Tennessee State
University before arriving at Ole Miss.
He has won multiple championships and
honors including two Big Sky regular-season and
tournament championships and Coach of the Year
in three different conferences (Big Sky, Sun Belt,
Conference USA).
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Yolett
McPheeMcCuin
WOMEN’S HEAD COACH
any new things have been added to
the Ole Miss basketball program,
including a new women’s head coach,
Yolett McPhee-McCuin. She is the
ninth person in Ole Miss history to hold that title and
the first black female head coach for the women’s
team.
The former Jacksonville University coach spent
her time before Ole Miss transforming the program
at Jacksonville in the Atlantic Sun Conference.
McPhee-McCuin is a firm believer in her program
following what she calls the “three T’s.” In an
interview with the Daily Mississippian McPheeMcCuin said, “To build anything worth admiring,
you need three things: time, talent and treasure. We
will stay has long as it takes. We will impose skill,
which shows under pressure. We will be thankful for
the resources that we have - and the resources are
here.”
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NEW FACES &
BIG CHANGES
LADY REBELS HAVE A SEASON FULL OF GROWTH
AS THEY WELCOME NEW HEAD COACH
Story by Atticus Nelson

he biggest story for the Ole Miss Women’s Basketball team is the arrival of
new head coach Yolett "Yo” McPhee-McCuin, who became just the ninth
head coach in the program’s history. She brought Chris Ayers and Tony
Greene to her staff while promoting former Ole Miss All-American and No. 3
draft pick Armintie Herrington.
The 2018-2019 season also saw the return of redshirt senior Shandricka Sessom,
who suffered a brutal ACL tear in the previous season after only playing in seven
games. She was awarded a rare fifth year of eligibility on a medical hardship waiver
due to her injury.
Sessom isn’t the only senior for the Lady Rebels: she is joined by Cecilia Muhate
and Torn Lewis, as well as transfers Crystal Allen and La'Karis Salter. Allen and
Salter are among the seven new players on the team roster, as Coach Yo looks to
make major changes following a disappointing 2017-2018 season in Oxford.
Even with so many newcomers on the team, Coach Yo was sure to remind
everyone that they all have much to adapt to. “In my opinion, everyone is a
newcomer because everyone is trying to get better,” said McPhee-McCuin. “This is a
new system for all parties involved. I’m just looking forward to growing with them and
getting them to build chemistry on the floor, and that will happen over time."
Incremental improvement is the name of the game Coach Yo is attempting
to bring to Oxford, and even with all the changes, she hopes that the team can
develop uniformity. "It’s just going to be consistency,” Coach Yo said. “I think with
consistency, it’s maturity and it’s getting better. It all ties around to the word, just
being consistent and working on getting one percent better every day."
An early season highlight occurred when the Lady Rebels brought Coach Yo her
first career SEC win in a wild upset against No. 16 Kentucky. Led by redshirt senior
Crystal Allen’s 28 points, the team held on for three quarters, trailing Kentucky by
four points at the start of the fourth quarter, the Lady Rebs caught fire, outscoring
the Wildcats by 10 points for a stellar six point victory.
Coach Yo spoke of the team’s attitude leading up to the matchup, “We weren’t
afraid of coming in and playing someone that was ranked- that is what is good about
a young team.”
A new coach and a number of new players await a top-20 signing class that will
arrive in the fall. Evidently, all of the major changes surrounding the program are not
going unnoticed by top talent, and the Coach Yo era certainly seems to be off to a
strong start.
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TOP RIGHT: Shandricka Sessom plays against Lemoyne-Owen on Nov. 2, 2018. Rebs win 73-45. TOP LEFT: La’karis Salter plays against Norfolk State on Nov.
6, 2018 in the Pavilion. BOTTOM: Ole Miss Women’s Basketball plays Norfolk State on Nov. 6, 2018. Rebs win 60-42.
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SPORTS, MEMES
AND CRIPPLING
DISAPPOINTMENT
TWITTER COMMUNITY BONDS OVER THE STRUGGLES
THAT COME WITH BEING A FAN OF OLE MISS
Story by Griffin Neal

ou truly don’t ever graduate from Ole Miss,
especially if you live long enough to tweet
about it. The Ole Miss Twitter community is an
enigmatic, self-deprecating coterie of alumni who
fire off tweets — mostly about Ole Miss sports — at an
immeasurably high rate. But don’t think of Ole Miss Twitter
like Facebook or Instagram. Family pictures or recollections
of college events aren’t used as currency in this particular
atmosphere. And as for the rules of Ole Miss Twitter,
they’re unwritten.
This online community is a decentralized web of alumni,
varying in age, profession and level of Ole Miss interest.
It’s defined solely by those who shoulder the burden of
professing digital adulation for their alma mater.
David Case is a professor in the University of Mississippi
School of Law. He graduated from Ole Miss in 1985 and
holds degrees from the University of Mississippi School of
Law, Columbia University and Vanderbilt University.
He’s also the consummate Ole Miss sports fan and one
of many Ole Miss Twitter celebrities.
“Twitter is like the open mic night at the comedy club,
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except nobody can actually take the mic away from you,”
Case said.
He tweets about whatever Ole Miss sport is in season,
Ariana Grande and his affinity for the much-chagrined
former mascot Rebel the Black Bear. His tweets are
inspired by William Faulkner, who would have been a mustfollow had Twitter existed in his prime.
“I've always been a fan of Faulkner’s stream of
consciousness approach to telling stories," Case said. "The
280 character limit gives you some room to kind of tell a
story in an indirect way.”
For Case, Twitter has served a far greater purpose than
memes and riffs about Ole Miss sports. He’s amassed
a considerable following on the site and has forged
relationships with his online friends along the way.
"I've become friends with people that I’ve met because
of Ole Miss Twitter that I would have never had any reason
to interact with,” Case said. “You don’t have to wait for
alumni meetings or events or to come back to campus to
connect. I mean, you just open your phone, open Twitter
and you’re connected with the community.”

PHOTO |

One of Case's Twitter comrades is Alex McDaniel, former
editor-in-chief of The Daily Mississippian and The Ole Miss
yearbook. McDaniel is a journalist turned digital strategist
and a 2010 Ole Miss graduate.
Like Case, McDaniel is an Ole Miss Twitter stronghold.
She’s accumulated nearly 12,000 followers, largely because
of her irreverent and self-deprecating takes on the state of
Ole Miss athletics.
“We all try to be logical, and we all try to be funny. We’re
just trying to out-funny each other," McDaniel said. “The
whole Ole Miss persona, and why I think it's so unique, is
this idea of self-deprecating humor that when good things
happen we’re happy, but we make the joke that 'here comes
the bad.’ That’s why I think (Twitter is) such a powerful
thing.”
Being an Ole Miss sports fan is a tortured existence,
and understanding that is a prerequisite to joining this

CHRISTIAN JOHNSON

community. It's the on-field and subsequently online
personification of “one step forward, two (million) steps
back.” But the anguish felt by Ole Miss fandom has built
this online brand, and it has connected its members in the
process.
“That community of people ... it’s like a friendship,”
McDaniel said. “But it’s not about connecting with people
you went to school with. It’s about connecting with people
who understand where you come from, and that’s a
powerful connection. People like that, and they like to
connect with anybody who understands what they’ve gone
through. What better way to do that than when screaming
about Ole Miss sports on Twitter?"
Ultimately, Ole Miss Twitter, bound together by perpetual
despair, has fostered a community of individuals who have
parlayed their online friendships and mutual alma maters
into genuine camaraderie.
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SIX-SHOOTER
OLE MISS RIFLE ACHIEVES MULTIPLE TOP-TEN
HONORS THROUGHOUT THEIR 2018-2019 SEASON
Story by Zac Herring

he Ole Miss Rifle team wrapped up the season with a sixth place
finish in Great American Rifle Conference Championships. The Rifle
Rebs tallied a total score of 4648, which was a combination of a
score of 2302 in smallbore and 2346 in air rifle. That total score
was unbelievably close to second place, and with just 18 more points would
have eclipsed every team except West Virginia, who won their 10th straight
GARC championship after a dominant 4715 point showing.
Head Coach Marsha Beasley described the tight scoring window: "As
predicted the conference championships were very close. In today’s air rifle
match West Virginia was out in front, but the remaining eight teams were
within 20 points of each other. Our overall score, which combined today's air
rifle with yesterday’s smallbore was 4648. In the combined we placed sixth
in the conference, but were just 18 points out of second place."
Coach Beasley also celebrated the accomplishments of seniors Harley
Gardner and Randi Loudin, who saw Ole Miss achieve 12 of the best 14
scores in program history within the last two seasons. "This was the last
college match for our seniors, Harley Gardner and Randi Loudin.” Beasley
said. “Both were great teammates, and we will miss them. Really, we had a
very good group this year. I very much enjoyed working with the team. They
worked exceptionally hard and made good progress. Assistant coach JP
Lucas and I are sad to see the season end, but are already planning for next
year and looking forward to it."
The Rebels were led by freshman Erin Walsh, who posted a 590 point
total in air rifle. Her score of 580 in smallbore placed her in the top 10 and
just outside of finals. Redshirt freshman Jillian Zakrzeski was close behind
with an air rifle score of 588 and earned a mark of 575 in smallbore, which
was the 12th time in her 14 matches that she achieved a 1160 aggregate
score or higher.
Next year won't be all underclassmen; however, as Alana Kelly, who
tallied the second highest score at GARC with an aggregate score of 1165,
will begin her final season shooting for the Rebels. This aggregate score tied
her personal best and included a new best in air rifle. She will be joined by
Hayley Carroll, who has also been a constant contributor to a rifle team on
its way to the top. Carroll earned the award for GARC Air Rifle Honorable
Mention alongside Zakrzeski, while sophomore Abby Buesseler received the
honor of Ole Miss Rifle Scholar-Athlete of the Year.
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Ole Miss Rifle vs Navy in Oxford, Miss. on October 21, 2018.
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SERVING
SUCCESS
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL HAS A GREAT SEASON
IN THEIR NEWLY RENOVATED FACILITY
Story by Alexis Lee

ass. Set. Kill. This is the mantra written in the main gym of the newly
renovated Gillom Center, the home of the Ole Miss Women’s Volleyball
team. Led by Coach Steven McRoberts, Associate Head Coach Ronaldo
Pacheco, and Assistant Coach Tori Plugge, the 2018 volleyball team has
had a season to remember, with an overall record of 14-18 and an SEC Conference
record of 4-14.
Junior Emily Stroup, outside hitter for the team, reflects back on the somewhat
rocky season.
“We started off really strong getting some big wins against Oregon State and Ohio
State, but once SEC play started everybody got really competitive,” Stroup reported.
“We've had a lot of hard five-set losses this year.”
One of the team's well-deserved wins came against a record-high crowd in Gillom
against Mississippi State.
“The atmosphere was awesome, and it’s always fun beating State,” Stoup
commented.
The team holds practices at the Gillom Center every afternoon and lift weights
twice a week during the fall season. Though this may seem like a lot, the team
seems to have found a balance between sports and school work.
“We normally have class in the morning, so it’s important to try and get homework
done before practice,” says Stroup. "We have a lot of help from FedEx, our Academic
Success Center, because of all the advisors and tutors we have access to."
When asked about the value of practice, Stroup ranked it above all.
“[Practice] is extremely important because, without it, there's no way to get better.
We always talk about how we should try to get 1% better every day.”
That 1% continues in the off-season which begins in January.
"I hope in our offseason we can improve our attacks throughout every position
on the floor,” Stoup explains. “If we have a balanced attack, it’s harder on the other
team’s blockers and opens it up for all of our hitters so we aren’t so predictable.”
The passion they share for the sport is reflected in the way they play, win or lose,
and a lot of their best moments involve each other.
“The team does everything together. We usually go on spring break together
and visit each other’s hometowns, so all of those are fun memories too!" Stroup
explained. “One of my favorite memories was winning the National Invitational
Volleyball Championship.”
Now, Stroup may have a new favorite memory as she was invited to tryout for the
USA national volleyball team.
"The tryouts were so fun! It was a super high level of volleyball and fun to
compete and meet girls that I play against in the SEC as well as other players from
around the country,” said Stoup. “Overall I think I learned a lot and had a lot of fun."
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Ole Miss Volleyball vs Southern Miss in the Rebel
Invitational on Sept. 2, 2018 in Oxford, Miss.

Caitlin Wernentin, 9, OH. Bettendorf, Iowa
PHOTOS
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TOP LEFT: Ole Miss Volleyball vs Samford in the Rebel Invitational on Aug. 31, 2018 in Oxford, Miss. TOP RIGHT: Ole Miss Volleyball vs Southern Miss in the
Rebel Invitational on Sept. 2, 2018 in Oxford, Miss. Lauren Bars, 1, S, Nashville, Tenn. BOTTOM LEFT: Ole Miss Volleyball vs Little Rock in the Gillom Sports
Center in Oxford, Miss, on Sept. 1, 2018. Caitlin Wernentin, 9, OH, Bettendorf, Iowa. BOTTOM RIGHT: Ole Miss Volleyball vs Auburn in Oxford, Miss, on Sept.
28, 2018.
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‘TOURNEY TITLE
FOR BIANCO’S BOYS
OLE MISS BASEBALL BREAKS RECORDS AND

BRINGS HOME SEC CHAMPIONSHIP VICTORY
Story by Zac Herring

f

he Ole Miss Baseball team finished a stellar 2018
season with a ring and some hardware, as the
No. 4 team in the country took home the title for
the SEC Tournament Championship. The Rebels
blasted their way to a not-too-close 9-1 victory in the
title game against LSU in front of the second largest
crowd in SEC Championship history, the largest in more
than 15 years. This was the first time since 2006 that the
Ole Miss Baseball team has won the tournament, and only
the third time in program history.
Junior Nick Fortes received the award for SEC
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Tournament MVP after a fantastic performance in the
championship game, becoming only the third player in
conference history to record four hits in the final game.
Thomas Dillard and Will Golson both joined Fortes on the
list of players named to the SEC All-Tournament team.
SEC
Despite dropping the opening game to Auburn, the Rebels
won four straight, including a 7-0 revenge game against
the Tigers.
While the SEC Championship was high point for the
team, their performance in the NCAA Tournament fell
short of the season’s high expectations. Despite being

the top-seeded team in their region, the Rebels were matched
up with the winningest and highest scoring team in regular
season play: Tennessee Tech. An especially rainy weekend in
Oxford led to a delay in the regional start, but the Ole Miss
team raced out to two early victories over Tennessee Tech and
St. Louis University. On Championship Sunday, the nation’s
No. 1 offense proved to be too much for the worn out Ole Miss
pitching staff, and back-to-back losses saw their early exit from
the tournament that many had hoped to win.
Another season high point was a series win against the
Arkansas Razorbacks, who went on to win the National
Championship. After dropping the opening game in Oxford, the

Rebels stormed back to take the series with consecutive wins,
including a series-clenching thriller in which the bats lit up the
scoreboard 11-10.
Despite falling short at the end of play, expectations were
so high because of the incredible season the Ole Miss Baseball
managed to achieve. The Rebels won an astounding 48 games,
which tied the program record, and Head Coach Mike Bianco’s
squad had the best fielding percentage in school history.
While the pitching staff was only three strikeouts away from a
program record, the bats were hot too, as the team broke the
.300 batting average threshold for the first time in almost ten
years.
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Will Golsan takes off for first base during a game
against Arkansas Saturday, March 31, 2018.
Rebels won 11-10, winning the series 2-1.
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TOP LEFT: The Rebels play in the Oxford Regional on June 3, 2018. TOP RIGHT: Ole Miss baseball wins their 30th game of the season on April 18, 2018 night
against the Arkansas State Red Wolves. The final score was 10-3. BOTTOM: The Rebels prepare to play Tennessee Tech during the NCAA Regionals, June 1-3,
2018.
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TOURNAMENT
TRIP BECOMING
TRADITION
OLE MISS SOFTBALL MAKES THIRD CONSECUTIVE
TRIP TO THE NCAA REGIONAL FINAL
Story by Claire Ammentorp

ead Coach Mike Smith and the Ole Miss Softball team finished the
2018 season after recording their third straight trip to the regional
final of the NCAA Tournament. The Rebels squeaked by with a 1-0
win over Long Beach State before falling to a tough Arizona State
team ranked 17th in the nation.
The Rebels finished with a 32-25 record, and though their trip to NCAA
regionals was their third in a row, it was also only the third time in program
history the team has received an invitation. Junior Kylan Becker put together a
strong performance in the tournament, batting .556 and a two-thirds on base
percentage of .667.
Though junior pitcher Kaitlin Lee had a tough outing in the final game
against ASU, her pitching throughout the season was phenomenal. Lee tied
the Ole Miss record for most wins with 23 and set the single season record for
complete games (27), shutouts (10), innings pitched (249.2) and starts (37).
She was named a Second Team All-American by Fastpitch News, and received
Second Team All-SEC accolades as well.
To conclude the season, the Rebels stole the series from a Georgia team
ranked No. 5 in the country. Lee was exceptional from the circle in game two,
keeping the elite Bulldog offense from scoring a single run. Freshman Amanda
Roth had an incredible series, smashing a walk-off home run to win game one,
and in game two drove in four runs en route to hitting a game average of .750
from five at bats.
The series against No. 5 Georgia wasn’t an exception to an exciting
freshman season for Roth. In addition to solid play at 3rd base, she also
finished second on the team with six home runs, and also second in runs
driven in with 20.
Another solid season in 2018 season helped put together a recruiting class
highlighted with several signees ranked in the top 100, who look to continue
to build the tradition of success that Mike Smith is creating at the University of
Mississippi.
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Ole Miss Softball plays Pittsburgh in Oxford, Miss, on March 2, 2019. Rebels win 4-3.
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BACK OF
THE NET
THE WOMEN OF OLE MISS SOCCER PROVE
JUST HOW TOUGH THEY CAN BE
Story by Claire Ammentorp

he Soccer Sharks fought their way to a record-breaking 2019 season
that will go down as one of the greatest in Ole Miss history. Led by
superstar senior Cece Kizer, the team who was picked in the AP
Coaches poll to finish seventh in the SEC surpassed all expectations
and finished tied for third place. Kizer became the all-time leader for Ole Miss
soccer not only in career goals, but also points (a metric that gives two points
for a goal and one point for an assist).
The team finished with a program record four wins over AP top 25
opponents, including at No. 9 Auburn and was the only SEC team to beat the
SEC Champion, No. 7 Vanderbilt. Their regular season success saw them
invited to their second consecutive NCAA Tournament, which marked the
first time in school history the teams had done so. Fan support increased
dramatically alongside team success, as the team’s home win over No. 25
Mississippi State was the most attended home game in program history.
Just making the NCAA Tournament wasn’t enough for this Ole Miss team;
however, the Rebels went on the road to upset 25 ranked Clemson in the
first round. They then travelled all the way to California to face the No. 1
ranked, defending national champion Stanford. After keeping it an even 1-1
at halftime, Ole Miss’ season ended after being outmatched by a deeper
Cardinal squad in the second half.
Such an exceptional season was an exciting way to finish the college
careers of a stacked senior class including Marnie Merritt, CeCe Kizer, Marisa
Kutchma, Mary Kate Smith, Ella Frischknecht and Tara Sullivan. Their huge
contributions to the team during a stellar four years will be appreciated and
deeply missed. The success due in large part to their play likely played a
huge role in attracting talent like the 2018-19 recruiting class.
Head Coach Mike Mott, who signed a four-year contract extension
following the season, spoke to their success in attracting the players of
the future, saying, "I think we went out and found the best athletes for our
program. They fit Ole Miss soccer and what we’re trying to do here. I think
they’re going to be great students and great players for us. I think all nine of
them are going to come in and really help take our team to the next level."
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The Ole Miss Soccer team beats Clemson, 2-1, on Nov. 10, 2018 at Clemson.
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SENIORS LEAVE
THEIR MARK
SENIORS THRIVE IN THEIR FALL 2018 SEASON
AND LOOK FORWARD TO WHAT IS TO COME
Story by Zac Herring

he fall 2018 season saw Ole Miss Men’s Golf catch fire, finishing in the top
five in four of the first five competitions, and the team looked ready for another
strong spring season. December saw senior Braden Thornberry make the
decision to turn pro. Thornberry earned a number of accolades during his time
as a Rebel including the Haskins Award for the nation’s top golfer after winning the NCAA
Individual National Championship as a sophomore. That led to his nomination as an AllAmerican, All-SEC, and Thornberry eventually became the No. 1 ranked amateur golfer in
the world after beating the previous world No. 1 Joaquin Niemann at the U.S. Amateur.
In his farewell letter to the Rebel Nation, Thornberry spoke fondly of Ole Miss and his
time in Oxford. “With great facilities, coaches and support staff, the golf program at Ole
Miss really prepared me for my future as a professional golfer,” Thornberry wrote. “I truly
feel like Coach Malloy and Coach Ellis are two of the best college golf coaches in the
country. Without them, I wouldn’t be the person on and off the course that I am today.”
Perhaps it is wrong to call it a farewell letter, as Thornberry referenced the saying that
one may graduate, but one never truly leaves Ole Miss. “This definitely isn’t a goodbye,”
Thornberry assured everyone. "I plan on living here as I begin my professional career, so
it’s exciting to still have Oxford as a place to call home. You can only go to school at Ole
Miss for so long, but you can be a part of Ole Miss forever.”
Even with the departure of the golfer who is unequivocally the most successful in
Ole Miss history, the team hasn’t missed a beat. Senior Beau Briggs has put together
the best season of his career, after two fantastic tournaments to close out the year. In
Nashville, Briggs had the best finish of his career after tying for third with a score of
7-under. Three weeks later, Briggs went to Hawaii and finished in fourth, after shooting
the lowest scoring round of his career to open the tournament. The 6-under 66 from
Briggs helped him achieve the highest finish on the team at seven strokes ahead of
Thornberry.
Josh Seiple, also a senior, has been one of the most consistent performers on the
team. He bested Briggs’ career best first round 66 with a career best 65 of his own.
The three seniors: Briggs, Thornberry and Seiple, led the team in Hawaii with the
lowest scores respectively, closing 2018 with a strong showing.
Golf at the University of Mississippi can attribute an enormous amount of its success
to the efforts of three seniors. Thornberry’s white-hot sophomore season, coupled with
constant contributions from Briggs and Seiple have ushered in a new era for the golf
program. Coach Malloy, a former Ole Miss golfer himself, has built a fantastic program
that seems sure to invite many exciting years for the Ole Miss faithful.
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TOP: Josh Seiple with Ole Miss Men’s Golf at the 2018 SEC Golf Championships in Sea Island, Ga. BOTTOM LEFT: Beau Briggs in the Old Waverley Collegiate
Championship in West Point, Miss, on April 17, 2018. BOTTOM RIGHT: Kerry Sweeney in the Old Waverley Collegiate Championship in West Point, Miss, on

April 17, 2018.
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Cecil Wegener at the 2018 SEC Golf
Championships in Sea Island, Ga.
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SWING LOW
WOMEN’S GOLF HAS REMARKABLE FALL SEASON
AND WELCOMES NEW ASSISTANT COACH
Story by Zac Herring

t the halfway mark of the 2018-2019 season, the Ole Miss Women’s
Golf team had its fair share of tournament highlights, finishing in the
top-10 in all of the five fall tournaments. In the final tournament of
the fall, the Jim West Challenge in San Marcos, the team finished in
the top five.
Sophomore Julia Johnson led the way with the lowest stroke average on
the team (72.64), and finished in the top-10 twice. The former No. 1 ranked
junior player in Louisiana and last year's SEC Freshman of the Year was a
constant contributor on the course.
Another underclassman, Ellen Hutchinson-Kay, is right behind Johnson
with the team’s second lowest stroke average and played in all five events.
The freshman from Sweden finished in the top-15 at the Ron Moore Women’s
Intercollegiate, and in the top-25 at her first college competition.
The conclusion of fall play also saw the hiring of new assistant coach
Zack Byrd, who coached for several years at Colorado State University after
a decade-long professional career. While at Coastal Carolina, Byrd played
alongside PGA Tour member and 2016 U.S. Open Champion Dustin Johnson.
Head Coach Kory Henkes testified to Byrd’s expertise in an interview with
Ole Miss Athletics: “Zack is a proven player at the highest level, and his
abundance of knowledge will certainly be an asset for our team. His years
of playing professionally provides our players with a distinct insight into the
game and will also give them skills to help take their abilities to the next
level."
The future certainly looks bright for Coach Henkes’ squad, as the current
roster has many young players and a handful of new players look to make a
big impact in fall of 2019. Clemson starter Kennedy Swann announced her
transfer to join the Rebels after competing twice in the NCAA Tournament.
Swiss national team golfer Chiara Tamburlini and Swedish junior national
team member Andrea Lignell both signed with the Rebels and will look to
contribute for the next four years.
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Ole Miss Women’s Golf in the SEC Tournament at The Legacy Course of Greystone Country Club in Hoover, Ala. on April 20, 2018.
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RACQUET REBS
REBELS PERSEVERE THROUGH
INJURIES AND INEXPERIENCE
Story by Zac Herring

he University of Mississippi Men’s Tennis team finished the 2018 season
ranked No. 24 in the nation in the Oracle/ITA Division I rankings, buttheir
final ranking does not give full context to the level of play the Rebels reached
and the perseverance they demonstrated throughout the season.
After beginning the season unranked, Ole Miss showed their talent early, picking
up wins over top-25 teams Virginia and Baylor, entering their SEC schedule with an
8-2 record.
However, a two-month absence from No. 1 singles player Gustav Hansson due to
injuries combined with briefer absences from Fabian Fallert led to a rough stretch.
The Rebels dropped six straight matches in the middle of their SEC schedule as
young, inexperienced players were forced to move up the lineup and perform in
important situations. Sophomore Tim Sandkaulen stepped into the No. 1 singles
role, and freshmen Finn Reynolds and Cotter Wilson moved into the No. 5 and No. 6
singles spot respectively for a majority of the matches.
After the low point of the season in the six-game losing streak, the Rebels found
a groove and stepped up once they received a bid to the NCAA Tournament, where
they traveled to Palo Alto, Ca. Ole Miss defeated Duke 4-3 in the first round of the
tournament to set up a matchup with No. 4 overall seed Stanford. The Rebels upset
the Cardinal 4-3 behind a phenomenal high-pressure performance on the No. 6
singles court from Finn Reynolds, who staved off three match points to win the final
match 6-3, 7-6, 6-2.
In the Sweet Sixteen, Ole Miss’ run of close match wins ended with a 4-3 loss to
Florida, who finished the season ranked tenth in the nation. The Rebels finished the
season with a final record of 16-13, and the NCAA tournament run marked the 17th
time in school history the Rebels reached the Sweet Sixteen.
2018 was also the 25th consecutive season the men’s tennis team has reached
the NCAA tournament.
Sandkaulen received All-SEC First Team honors, while Hansson capped off his
senior season with All-SEC Second Team honors despite missing a large portion
of the season. Sandkaulen competed in the NCAA Individual Championships in
singles, where he reached the second round before dropping to the No. 1 overall
seed. Sandkaulen also competed in doubles where he was joined by Fabian Fallert.
Together, they finished the season ranked 23rd in the nation. Sandkaulen also
finished at No. 29 in singles. Senior Zvonimir Babic and junior Filip Kraljevic also
played well on the doubles court and finished at No. 39 nationally.
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TOP: Grey Hamilton reacts after winning his singles match against Alabama 6-2 on March 30, 2018. The Rebels won 4-2. BOTTOM: Simon Junk plays in a
match against Alcorn State on Feb. 9, 2019. OPPOSITE: Fabian Fallert plays in a match against Alcorn State on Feb. 9, 2019.
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THE QUEEN
& HER COURT
HARTONO EARNS THE FIRST EVER NCAA
TITLE IN PROGRAM HISTORY
Story by Flint Christian

he Ole Miss Women’s Tennis team had a stellar spring season in 2018,
peaking at No. 3 in the Oracle/ITA Collegiate Tennis rankings, the highest
ranking in Ole Miss history, and ending at No. 8 nationally. The Rebels
flourished behind the strength of Arianne Hartono, who would go on to win the
2018 NCAA Division I Women’s Tennis Championship, the first NCAA title in program

T

history.
Hartono was the story of the year for the women's tennis team. The senior
shined in the regular season at the No. 1 singles spot and No. 1 doubles spot. She
entered the NCAA tournament at No. 5 nationally in singles and paired with Alexa
Bortles to reach No. 7 nationally in doubles. In the postseason, her magical run to
the individual singles’ National Championship t one of the highlights of the season as
Hartono became the first Dutch player to win the title. Hartono's 6-4 to 6-2 win over
Pepperdine’s Ashley Lahey was not her only notable victory.
Hartono took down multiple top ranked players, was named SEC Player of the Year
(the first Rebel to do so) and received her third All-SEC selection. She was also named
an ITA Co-National Senior of the Year. She finished the season with a record of 37-6
in singles and 23-13 in doubles. Her 37 singles wins tied her for second all time for
single season victories at Ole Miss.
The Rebels also excelled as a team. They entered the NCAA Tournament as the No.
5 overall seed after entering the season as the 23rd-ranked team. They beat Missouri
State (40) and Wichita State (42) in the first round of the NCAA Tournament to
advance to the Sweet Sixteen for the ninth time in school history. In the Sweet Sixteen,
the No. 5 Rebels dropped a tight 41 match to No. 12 UCLA after falling into an early
hole.
The Rebels were also named an ITA All Academic Team, the 21st straight year for
the women’s tennis team, as they posted a 3.40 overall team GPA.
Many players received individual recognition beyond Hartono. Sophomore Alexa
Bortles was named an All-American and All-SEC in doubles, while junior Tea Jandric,
freshman Anna Vrbenska and freshman Sabina Machalova were named Second Team
All-SEC. Machalova was honored as a member of the All-Freshman Team.
A few highlights from the regular season include victories over Texas and UCLA, who
would finish the year at ranked nationally at No. 6 and No. 10 respectively, to begin the
season at the National Team Indoor Championship in Madison, Wise. The Rebels also
finished off their conference schedule with seven straight wins, a streak that eventually
reached nine after advancing the first two rounds of the SEC Tournament.
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Ole Miss Women’s Tennis vs. Michigan on Jan. 27, 2019.
PHOTOS

|

CHRISTIAN JOHNSON

ATHLETICS |

287

RUN FOR IT
MEN’S TRACK WINS TITLES AND BREAKS
RECORDS ALL OVER THE US
Story by Andrew Osman

he Rebel Men’s Track Team, in their third season under Head Coach Connie
Price-Smith, has continued to show strong improvement year after year. The
indoor season kicked off at the UAB Blazer invite in Birmingham, Ala. and
consisted of 18 teams. Sophomore Manny Foster claimed the title for the
Men’s Long Jump, jumping 7.58m. A week later at the Vanderbilt Invite, freshman
Waleed Suliman finished as runner-up in the 800m with a time of 1:48.94 in his
collegiate opener. That time put him in fourth place in the NCAA. The Razorback Invite
came next, where they finished ninth overall with 31.5 points. Suliman placed highest
for the men, finishing fourth in the mile (4:04.71).
In the following week, the team split up with some at the Music City Challenge at
Vanderbilt and others at the Iowa State Classic in Ames, IA. In Nashville, Senior Brian
Williams broke his own school record for shot put with 19.24m. Suliman finished first
in the mile, setting a personal record with 4:00.90, incredibly close to a sub-four time.
Two weeks later, the Rebels made the trip to College Station for the SEC Indoor
Championship where the team tied for ninth with South Carolina. An outstanding
performance came from senior Sean Tobin, who finished as the mile champion for the
second time in his career. He clocked a time of 4:07.14, and was followed closely by
freshman Everett Smulders who finished in third with a time of 4:07.58. This marked
the fourth straight year in which a Rebel claimed first in the mile and is the first time
a school has done it in the SEC Championships. They also finished second in the
distance medley, narrowly defeated by Arkansas by seven hundredths of a second.
Tobin went on to finish in 10th at the NCAA Indoor Championship and claimed
Second-Team All-American honors (4:06.90).
The outdoor season kicked off in Los Angeles at the Trailblazer Challenge where
the Rebels finished in second place. The squad then returned home for the Ole Miss
Classic the following weekend. They claimed three titles - freshman Cade Bethmann
in the 800m (1:50.47), Fraquan Gaines in the Triple Jump (14.63m) and senior Brian
Williams in the discus (57.37m).
In the next week, the Rebels traveled to Athens, Ga., for the Spec Towns Invite.
The men’s 4x4 relay of Alvin Westbrook, John Rivera, Jr., Andrew Raspo and Christian
Yancey ran 3:17.33 for the title.
Several weeks later, the Rebels took on the SEC in Knoxville for the Championships.
Senior Robert Domanic kept the Ole Miss streak alive in the 1500, winning his firstcareer outdoor title at 3:45.84 to make it three straight Rebel wins in the 1500. Senior
Brian Williams defended his title for the discus in the SEC as well, winning by 16 feet
with a total distance of 59.87m. They finished ninth in the SEC.
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STEP INTO
THE TOP TEN
TEAM’S HARD WORK AND DEDICATION PAYS
OFF WITH AN AWARD-WINNING SEASON
Story by Andrew Osman

include junior Maddie Hughes who finished third in
he Women’s Track and Field team began
the 800 with a time of 2:06.27 and Clio Ozannethe season ranked eighth nationally in the
Jaques who, in her first year, placed fourth in the 5K
preseason standings: the second highest
with a personal record time of 16:36.69. Two weeks
ranking for either men or women since
later at the NCAA Indoor Championships, Stewart
the inception of the new ranking system in 2008.
claimed third in the weight throw in a close contest.
The Women’s rank was boosted by strong returning
The Women’s team began the outdoor season
members from last year’s squad. Senior throwers
ranked
22nd nationally. At the Ole Miss Classic,
Raven Saunders and Janeah Stewart returned, as
the squad claimed six titles. Stewart won in both
well as long jumper Kaira Simmons, pole vaulter
shot put and hammer throw. Senior Shelby Brown
Lindsey Murray and middle-distance runner Maddie
claimed first in the 1500m and finished within one
McHugh.
second of the school record she set (4:19.09).
Two weeks later, the Rebels held strong at tenth in
Sophomore Kieshonna Brooks won the 100m hurdle
the country. Top performances included a 22.88m
by a razor-thin margin of only three-thousandths of
weight throw from Janeah Stewart, good enough for
a second. Sophomore Kaira Simmons won the long
second in the NCAA, and a 2:08.24 800m run from
jump (6.06m) and senior Lanae Newsome claimed
Maddie McHugh, ninth in the NCAA.
the title for the triple jump (12.38m). This strong
The following week, the Rebels traveled to
performance by the Rebels bumped their ranking up
Fayetteville for the first scored meet of the year. The
two spots to 20th.
team finished in sixth overall and put up 50 points.
Later on at the SEC Outdoor Championships, the
Senior sprinter Jolie Carbo continued her streak of
Rebels finished in a historic fifth place against some
personal records and finished the weekend with a
of the best teams in the country. Stewart came away
53.80 in the 400. McHugh chopped another second
with the Commissioner's Trophy, awarded to the
off her 800 as she continues to steadily creep
highest scorer, for the third straight year. Breakout
towards her personal record of 2:05.38 set last
performances came from Lindsey Murray in the
season.
women’s pole vault, where she finished third after
Southern Illinois’ Don DeNoon Invite came
missing the entirety of the 2017 season due to injury
next, and the Women’s team didn’t disappoint.
and
junior Maddie McHugh, who claimed third in the
A phenomenal performance from Stewart in the
800 with a season-best time of 2:05.54.
weight throw earned her the best result in 12 years
To conclude an already historic season, the
(23.83m), and ten days later, she broke her record
women ranked ninth in the USTFCCCA's annual
again with a throw of 24.12m, good enough for third
Program of the Year standings, which assigns a point
of all time in the NCAA. Following this outing, the
value to the national finish of each team following
SEC awarded her Field Athlete of the Week for the
the cross country, indoor and outdoor seasons, with
third straight week.
the lowest point total being named the winner. This
The Rebels finished ninth at the SEC Indoor
was only the second time the Ole Miss Women have
Championships with 42 points, 18 of which came
been ranked in the Program of the Year standings.
from Janeah Stewart. Other breakout performances

T

ATHLETICS |

291

REBS STRIDE
SIDE-BY-SIDE TO
SEC CHAMPIONSHIP
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY TEAM
WINS FIRST-EVER SEC TITLE
Story by Andrew Osman

individual times, the Rebels’ incredible finish is a
he Rebel Men’s Cross Country team continued
testament to their ability to run together. The team’s
to sneak into the national spotlight this past
scoring spread, or the time between the first and last
season, but this one was markedly different
finisher, was an incredible 14.5 seconds. In a five-mile
from years past. The Rebs claimed their firstever SEC title at Auburn’s Indian Pines Golf Course,long race, such a small scoring spread is inconceivable.
Although the Arkansas team clocked the first, third,
outscoring Arkansas, the favorite to win, by a slim
and ninth place times, they were dragged down by 14th
margin of 36 to 44. This championship made the
and 17th place finishers. Ole Miss, on the other hand,
Rebels the first team besides Arkansas or Alabama to
placed fourth, sixth, seventh, eighth and 11th; they
win the SEC title since 1990.
essentially ran the entire 8,000 meters side by side.
Head Coach Ryan Vanhoy, who has been with Ole
The team earned many conference awards to
Miss since 2013 and who leads both the men’s and
accompany their win. Coach Vanhoy was awarded SEC
women's squads, had nothing but praise for his team.
Men’s Cross Country Coach of the Year for leading the
In a post-meet interview Vanhoy remarked: “It’s
squad to a record-breaking season. Cade Bethmann
very satisfying. It’s been a big goal for this program,
was awarded SEC Men’s Cross Country Freshman of
something that we’ve been striving towards for a long
the Year for his sixth place finish at the championship
time. Even from the very early days with our first big
and time of 23:05.0. Waleed Suliman, Cade Bethmann
group of guys, that was the goal from the beginning. A
and Mario Garcia Romo were all awarded Men's First
lot of credit to those that came before this group that
Team All-SEC, while Farah Abdulkarim and Mark
really paved the way. We’ve been close so many times
Robertson were awarded Men’s Second Team All-SEC.
and been just short, so it definitely feels good to be on
The Rebs are hot, and they don't show any signs
the other side."
of burning out. The Men’s team have finished third or
The squad was led by sophomore Waleed Sulimen,
higher in each SEC Championship since 2014.
who finished fourth with a personal-best 8K time of
“It’s definitely an exciting time to be an Ole Miss
22:59.4. He was awarded First-Team-AII-SEC honors,
Rebel," Vanhoy said. “We talked about that, too. The
and was the ninth Rebel to ever finish in the top five
hardest championship is always the first. You don’t
of the men’s race. The rest of the five scorers also
know how to win until you win. Now that we’ve gotten
finished with personal records. Cade Bethmann
one under our belts and we’ve got this experience,
finished sixth with a time of 23:05.0, Mario Garcia
we know what it feels like to win and what it feels like
Romo finished seventh with a time of 23:07.0, Farah
to
actually be able to win. I think this will be a big
Abdulkarim scored eighth with a time of 23:08.7 and
difference maker as this group continues on into the
Mark Robertson finished 11th with a time of 23:13.1.
future.”
In a team sport dictated by the combination of
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BEST FINISH EVER
FOR RUNNIN’ REBS
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY EARNS
HIGHEST FINISH IN SCHOOL HISTORY
Story by Andrew Osman

he Women’s Cross Country team earned their third consecutive berth
in the NCAA Championship this year, and was one of only thirteen
teams to claim an at-large slot. They earned their spot by placing third
at the SEC Championships, as well as at the South Regional race,
behind Florida State and Florida.
Clio Ozanne-Jaques, who finished fifth at the South Regional, set a record for
the highest regional finish in Ole Miss Women’s history and earned All-Region
honors. She wasn't the only Rebel, however - freshman Lisa Vogelgesang,
sophomore Maddie King and freshman Ylvi Traxler all claimed the honor.
The season concluded on a cold and snowy Saturday morning in Madison,
Wisconsin. An incredible effort by the women led to the highest placement in the
tournament in school history, 22nd place, in only their third appearance. They
outperformed four teams ranked higher in the process. This topped the previous
record of 23rd place, set in 2016 during the squad's first appearance at the
NCAAs.
Once again, sophomore Clio Ozanne-Jaques paved the way with a 65th
overall finish and a 6K time of 20:48.1. She also led the women last year as a
freshman with a placement of 109th overall, and she was the only runner with
returning NCAA experience on the roster.
The next three finishers - Traxler (21:24.7), King (21:24.7) and Vogelgesang
(21:25.0) - all finished within only a third of a second. Sophomore Victoria
Simmons finished fifth on the team with a time of 21:29.6.
Coach Vanhoy praised the women’s team for their record-breaking season.
“The women really had a solid day, their best collective effort of the season. Clio
did a great job leading the way and putting herself up there early on. Our pack
of girls behind her ran exactly how we had planned, together, and moved up well
the last half of the race. To have our best finish ever as a team was a great way
to cap off the season.”
The women’s team also earned distinguished academic honors with their
cumulative GPA of 3.56. This is the ninth straight season they have won the
award. Four members Maddie King, Clio Ozanne-Jaques, Ylvi Traxler and Lisa
Vogelgesang, won the individual award, tying a program record.
With most of the current squad returning next year, the Rebels will continue
to demand national attention into the future.
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Maddie King runs in the 800m in the
2018 Ole Miss Classic on March 31, 2018.
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RINK AND DRINK
OLE MISS HOCKEY TEAM HAS RECORD-BREAKING
SEASON ON THE RINK AND IN THE LIBRARY
Story by Zac Herring

lub sports at the University of Mississippi are a powerful example
of how much students are willing to do to continue to play a game
they’re passionate about. Arguably, no one on campus has gone to
greater lengths than the Ole Miss Club Hockey team. While varsity
sports have seen major renovations and the construction of new multimillion
dollar stadiums, hockey players are still looking for a place to call home. In the
meantime, the team regularly makes the trek to the Mid-South Ice House in
Olive Branch, Miss.
Sophomore team member Kurt Lindhorst describes the practice schedule:
"We practice two nights a week for an hour and a half each. We’ll usually try to
incorporate a film study or a chalk talk into practice as well. Sometimes we’ll
practice on Saturdays as well if we don’t have a game. Before games start at
the beginning of the season we have off-ice workouts that we do together as a
team to get everyone back in shape.”
The added time commitment for the drive is difficult, but the team makes
the most of it. Lindhorst reflects on the challenges and the positive aspects:
“It’s a bit of a trip, about 50 minutes each way. We all enjoy doing it, but
obviously we’d prefer to have it here on campus. We carpool up there, and it
gives us extra time to spend time with the guys and build friendships."
The biggest obstacle for the team is not the time it takes to get there, it’s the
cost of renting out the entire facility. The team gets a little help from the school
but not nearly enough.
Lindhorst said, “We do get some money from ASB and Club Sports each
year, but that probably only covers about 10% of our budget. The other 90%
comes from our (player) dues and from fundraising.”
After partnering with an unlikely source, the hockey team manages a semi
annual fundraiser that has students standing in line for hours to do just that.
The Library Sports Bar and Grill, a cleverly-named Oxford icon, has long been
a favorite nightlife destination for students and visiting alumni alike. Though it
is the largest bar in Oxford, the massive gameday crowd can make getting in
expensive for students.
How does one get into the Library? A Library Card, of course, which gives
students free cover for an entire year.
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Lindhorst details the process: "Our biggest fundraiser is the
two Library nights we do each year where we get a portion of
the money for each of the Library Cards sold. It’s been going on
since the program started in 2009. The owner of the Library’s
dad was an NHL referee, so he loves hockey, and we’re so
grateful that he’s been helping us out for such a long time.”
The event is always enormously popular, and 2018 was the
biggest year yet. While so much student support is extremely
helpful, it can present a challenge to the players running the
fundraiser, who might have to work harder controlling the lines
than controlling the puck.
“It’s hectic for us and them when we see the line wrapped
around the block, but at the end of the day the more they sell the
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more it helps us so we’re happy about it,” comments Lindhorst.
“This fall was the busiest one in recent memory. We sold
somewhere around 1,700 library cards, I believe.”
Not only did the team have a remarkably successful
fundraiser, but also saw their practice pay off in competition.
Following a mediocre preceding year, the team made significant
improvement, reaching the SEC championship game before
losing as a result of a late comeback from Georgia.
The difference in play according to Lindhorst was that “We
really came together. We started playing as one unit and playing
for each other, and that’s what I think brought us to become the
second best team in the SEC this year.”
Such a strong finish was exciting, but for Lindhorst, the most

memorable games were played in Arkansas. "We have a pretty
good rivalry going on with Arkansas' D3 hockey team going
on. We played back-to-back games on back-to-back weekends
against them in Fayetteville and then Little Rock. We split the
first weekend 1-1 with them, and then we're in Little Rock. It
was probably our most attended game with 2,000-3,000 people
there. It was a fun atmosphere and being able to come out of

that weekend with a sweep was fantastic."
No matter how many challenges that the Ole Miss Club
Hockey team faces, they always seem to come out on top. It's
not easy playing a sport that requires so much, but the passion
for the game is evident in the players’ effort to be a part of the
game they love. With teamwork off the ice, and a little help from
The Library, everything else is smooth skating.
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LOU SYMPHONY

The Lafayette/Oxford/University Symphony Orchestra is sponsored by the
Department of Music and serves as the University Orchestra for students and
as the orchestra for the Lafayette, Oxford and University community.

Sarah Grace Gunnells Tupelo, Miss, photographed above
“What I love the most about the LOU Symphony is the
opportunity to continue my passion for music while pursuing
my professional career. Dr. Giray always selects challenging,
but fun repertoire for us to play, and I am so grateful for the
skills I have learned while being a member of the Symphony.”
Section Leaders & Seniors
Jiwon Lee - Oxford, Miss.
Nairi Seker, - Istanbul, Turkey
Jinshan Jiang-China
Jose Luis Cuellar Garcia - Valladolid, Spain
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Student membership in the University Orchestra is open to
any graduate or undergraduate student at the University of
Mississippi and community membership is open to qualified
amateurs. Faculty members in the Department of Music
regularly appear as soloists.

The LOU Symphony gives four performances during the
academic year given in either the Gertrude C. Ford Center for
the Performing Arts or Nutt Auditorium.The winners of the UM
Concerto Competition appear during the winter concert each
March and the orchestra supports the performance of the UM
Opera Theater during the alternate spring semesters.

OLE MISS CHOIR
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OLE MISS CHOIR

The combined Ole Miss choirs, including Women’s Ensemble, Women’s
Glee, Men’s Glee and Concert Singers, joined forces for a special concert celebrating
the 100th birthday of composer Leonard Bernstein on November 6, 2018.

UM GOSPEL CHOIR

TEXT & PHOTO SUBMITTED

The Grammy-nominated University of Mississippi Gospel Choir was
founded in 1974. Since then, the Gospel Choir has served as a
family and community where individuals find strength in each other
through voice and ministry. At its inception, the choir was made
up of only 35 members, and today the choir boasts well over 70
members. As the gospel choir celebrates their 45th year, they reflect
on some of their renowned performances: the 2008 Presidential
Debate Festival, the Rainbow Coalition in Chicago, Illinois and
the grand opening of the Mississippi Grammy Museum. Moving
forward, the choir will continue ministering by faithfully singing
the Lord’s praises and lifting the spirits of others through song.

|

UM GOSPEL CHOIR

Executive Board
President, Jarrius Adams; Vice President, Skylyn Irby; Choir
Director, Darius Woodard; Business Manager, André Smith;
Treasurer, Shaylin Williams; Assistant Treasurer, Keelin Carr;
Secretary, Dewansia Sutton; Standards Chair, Melrick Poindexter
Cabinet Members Wardrobe Directors, Kyla Cousin and Corey
Crockett; Public Relations Directors, Da’Meeria Harvey and
Lauren Conley; Internal Outreach Directors, Makayla Scott
and Jae’Lawn Green; Fundraising Director, Destini Stuckey
Advisor Norris “EJ” Edney III, Ed.D.
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PRIDE OF THE SOUTH

Drum Majors: Caleb Keathley, Madison DeMotts & Noah Blanco
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PI BETA PHI
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Executive Council
President: Karlie Guta
VP of Membership Development: Lyndsey Eckenrode
VP of Fraternity Development: Kelsey Baich
VP of Finance: Hannah Mechler
VP of Membership: Pirie Maher
VP of Administration: Jordan Kuss
VP of Housing: Carlisle Rieveschl
VP of Event Planning: Jordyn Eaton
VP of Philanthropy: Mallary Goad
VP of Communications: Elana Pierce
New Member Coordinator: Hannah Duda
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PI BETA PHI

Mission: The mission of Pi Beta Phi Fraternity for Women is to

promote friendship, develop women of intellect and integrity,
cultivate leadership potential and enrich lives through community

service.

Philanthropy: The Mississippi’s Beta Chapter of Pi Beta Phi holds
two annual philanthropy events, Wing Ching and Pi Phi Pizookies.

Together these event raise around $30,000. The money raised by

the chapter is donate to Lafayette Literacy Council, Leap Frog, Pi
Beta Phi Foundation and other local literacy programs.

SIGMA PHI LAMBDA
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SIGMA PHI LAMBDA

Sigma Phi Lambda exists for the sole purpose of glorifying our Lord Jesus Christ

and making His name great. This is done by providing a source of fellowship to

Christian women who sincerely seek to know His person, His will and His ways.

The Alpha Alpha chapter of Phi Lamb was established in 2007 at the

University of Mississippi. Our chapter is made up of Christ-like, diverse
and accomplished young women, each bringing something unique to our
organization. We are a non-Panhellenic sorority, hosting recruitment in both

fall and spring semesters for full-time, female students at Ole Miss.
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UM DESOTO

TOP: The Social Work Organization is for any student majoring in social work or for any student looking to get involved in community service
projects. (Lto R) Advisor Dr. Yi Jin Kim, Linda Pace, Kimberly St. Cin, Lauren Wellborn, Courtney Leach, Emily Adams, President Ashley
Lance, Deionna Jones, Shay Lenox, Deni Lenox, Brittany Aven. Regina Troxler and Shela Duke. BOTTOM LEFT: Phi Beta Lambda students
competed at a regional competition. (L to R Back Row) Ally Evans, 2018 Vice President Madison Cleveland and 2018 President Mckenzie
Murdock. (L to R Front Row) Jennifer Battistelli and Jay Neal. BOTTOM RIGHT: UM-DeSoto’s Ambassadors represent the campus during
activities throughout the year and are also involved with recruiting events in the community. (L to R Back Row) Landon Thompson, Mckenzie
Murdock, Kaila Williams and Paige Williams. (Lto R Front Row) Madison Cleveland, Leah Thompson and Jordan Nunn. Not pictured: Kendall
McCoy.
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TOP LEFT: Members of Phi Theta Kappa Alumni and Phi Beta Lambda hosted a trunk at the DeSoto Center’s first 2+2 Spooktacular in
October of 2018. TOP RIGHT: Outstanding students are nominated by faculty in their respective program or discipline. The 2018 awardees
were Sierra Hutson, Amy Lynn Saffell, Ashley Stone, Jordan Elliot, Mitchell Cantrell, Kristina Curtiss, David Hoffman, Dave Delubio, Carl
Glass, Ashley Jackson, JoJo Rockette, Hunter Moore, Frankie Pondexter, Cristy Savage, Sarah Havard and Billy Wilson. CENTER: UM-DeSoto
student Kappa Delta Pi inductees, an international honor society in education, were Avianna Baker, Katie Barnes, Cecilia Belk, Nicole Burks,
Destiny Hilliard, Natalie Keane, Caitlin Kelly, Kendall McCoy, Megan McClure, Morgan Mitchell, David Newman, Melissa Olvera, Lalanya
Oswalt, Amanda Pegram, Tori Pruett, Dale Rawson, Claire Simoneaux, Katherine Williams, Callan Young and Dewaylia Young. BOTTOM LEFT:
UM-DeSoto’s Alpha Sigma Lambda Honor Society inductees were Joseph Coleman, Kristina Curtiss, Adam Daniels, Melissa Ellis, Sarah
Havard, David Hoffman, Nazha Ismail, Ashley Laughter, Jessica Levatino, Courtney Massey, Nicholas Mitchell, Kenyia Noble, Shiesha Outlaw,
Haylea Smith, Timothy Tyler, Ashlinn Webster and Queen Williams. BOTTOM RIGHT: Teachers of Tomorrow is a professional organization that
supports tomorrow’s teachers. (L to R Back Row) Advisor Dr. Andy Cheng, Amy Pegram, Natalie Keane, Nicole Burks, Christina Walker, Claire
Simoneaux, Callan young, Dale Rawson, President Cecilia Belk and David Newman. (Lto R Front Row) Morgan Mitchell, Destiny Hilliard, Katie
Williams, Avianna Baker, Peyton Carrol, Kendall McCoy and Brittany Reynolds.
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AMBASSADORS

The Ole Miss Ambassadors have the privilege of welcoming thousands of prospective students and their families to campus every year.

Comprised of students selected for their leadership ability, Ambassadors are passionate about their University. Participating in special

recruiting events, giving tours two to three times weekly, keeping correspondence with prospective students and taking part in campus
service events like the Big Event are just a few of the requirements of our team.

2018 AMBASSADORS
Elllie Awad, Cole Barnhill, Mary Grace Bass, Michael Bennett, Candace Bolden, JoJo Brown, Holman Buchanan, Dawson Buettner, Raksha

Chatakondi, Anastasia Christodoulelis, Catrina Curtis, Mary Payne Dillard, Mary Reid Dixon, Olivia Duke, Jessica Everett, Presley Favre, Jacob
Ferguson, Jay Fritts, Bella Garofalo, Hallie Gillam, Caroline Glaze, Seth Gray, Harrison Grimes, Stuart Gunner, Lexi Hansen, Tara Hawkins,

Celias Hayes, Clare Heller, Matthew Ide, Mallie Imbler, Deterrian Jones, Karsyn King, Sarah King, Ciara Knapp, Anna Charlotte Lavers,

Emily Leger, Jessi Lockett, Barron Mayfield, Raja McLin, Michael Messina, Ashleigh Miller, Pearson Moore, Meredith Moore, Holten Moreno,

Chauncey Mullins, Yasmine Osman, Galina Ostrovsky, Benjamin Payne, Caitlin Pennell, RG Pickering, Achintya Prasad, Kailey Ready, Dottie
Reid, Grant Rudow, Cameron Sadler, Claire Sanford, Gianna Schuetz, Ashley Sekul, Byankuh Shelby, Park Shull, Colton Singleton, Ann
Weston Sistrunk, Cade Slaughter, André Smith, Hack Smith, Colton Terrell, Natalie Teyema, Scout Treadwell, Geoffrey Tyler, Ukwuoma Ukairo,
Haley Williams, Emory Wills, Grey Young
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ORIENTATION LEADERS

The Ole Miss Orientation Team is made up of undergraduate students who were selected through a competitive application process and
trained as campus experts. These leaders assist every incoming student, freshmen and transfers, with their transition to college. Throughout
each summer orientation session, the Orientation Leaders provide students and their family members with opportunities to learn more about

campus, its resources and opportunities for involvement at Ole Miss.

2018 ORIENTATION LEADERS
Rowan Baird, Michael Bennett, Parker Blaylock, Chelsea Boone, Helen Colquett, Nicholas Crasta, Leah Davis, Zach DiGregorio, Chloe Dwyer,
Jake Fanning, Tharangi Fernando, Caroline Goss, KaLyndzeyia Gray, Blake Guntharp, Arielle Hudson, Dominic Jackson, Ciara Knapp, Jayla
Jones, Jessi Lockett, Josh Martin, Grant McCullough, Harrison McKinnis, Caroline McLeod, Alexis Musacchia, Jacob Parker, Eric Pham,
MaryScott Polk, Sally Rychlak, Sofia Serafin, Katherine Sistrunk, Cade Slaughter, Georgia Summer, Tommy Steis, Karson Thomas, Bethany
Thomas, Dugan Walker, Kendall Wentz, Kelsea White, Kate Wigod, Ariel Williams, Mya Woods, Jordan Zarzaur
Graduate Assistants: Callyn Fahey, Megan Johnson, Jordain Lang, Hilda Neiblas
Director: Martin Fisher
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PHI DELTA THETA

The men of Mississippi Alpha joined together to remember 9/11 by placing a flag at our chapter house for each American that was killed.

Executive Officers 2018-2019
President - Hays Rogers
Vice President of Operations - Thomas Fortune
Vice President of Judicial - Colton Terrell
Vice President of Recruitment - Tillman Thomas
Treasurer - Jack Walker
Social Chairmen - Cass Lapeyre & Tyler Andrews
Secretary - Brian Laug
Warden - Cole Blue
Academic Chairman - Ryan McCarty
Philanthropy Chairmen - Brad Westfall & Shaun Chunn
Chaplain - Thomas Wilson
Chorister - Kristian Haikala
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our
19,
Phi
On Delta
2018,
2nd
October
Annual
Theta hosted
Benefit for

Phi Delta Theta pledged 70 new members on Bid Day this year.

ALS Gala and raised over $30,000.

Guy Thornton (Chapter President 2018-19) was elected Senior Class
President and delivered remarks on behalf of his class at Commencement in

This past summer, Phi Delta Theta renovated our central hub for studying
and brotherhood - The Great Room.

May 2018.

Our seniors celebrated the Ole Miss Rebels win the baseball SEC
Championship in Hoover, AL.

Ivy League 2018
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DELTA GAMMA
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Delta Gamma was founded in 1873 in Oxford, Mississippi by three young women who were unable
to go home during the winter holiday. Together they formed a club, rooted in education, service
and friendship. Delta Gamma now has over 210,000 members and DeeGee at the University of
Mississippi has the biggest chapter, with 450 collegiate members. The Ole Miss Delta Gamma
chapter is the “mother chapter” of our entire organization, which has 147 chapters nationally.

Delta Gamma is the Alpha Psi chapter at the University of Mississippi and is home to 450 talented, diverse
and driven young women. Each member brings a special meaning to DeeGee’s objective, ‘do good.’ Delta
Gamma is involved in all of their sisterhood activities, social events, philanthropies, scholastics enrichment
and community service. It is important that Delta Gamma is a place for each member to learn and grow.

We strive to be very active and involved women on campus. Delta Gamma is comprised of Ole Miss cheerleaders,
Ambassadors, Parade of Beauties finalists, Orientation Leaders, Provost Scholars, Rebelettes, News Watch 99 Anchors,
Rebel Radio DJs, Officers of the Associated Student Body and members of Columns Society, just to name a few. Delta
Gamma also received the Chancellor’s Cup this past year being recognized as an outstanding Panhellenic Chapter.
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DELTA GAMMA

COLUMNS SOCIETY
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COLUMNS SOCIETY

Bottom: Caroline Steward, Hannah Bullock, Scout Treadwell (Social Chair), Kelsea White (Vice President),
Levi Bevis (President), Malerie Lovejoy (Secretary), Savannah Day, Samantha Henderson, KaLyndzeyia Gray
Middle: Sophie Fosdick, Chad Gutierrez, Mikhail Love, Mack Hubbell, Brittney Jackson, Sarah King, Jacob
Ferguson, Chelsea Carter (Philanthropy Chair), Caroline McLeod, Victoria Robinson Top: Chauncey Mullins,
Benjamin Payne, Seth Gray, Jarrius Adams, Jordan Zarzaur (Social Media Chair), Thomas McFann, Trip
Johnson (New Member Educator), Seth Dickinson Not Pictured: AJ Davidson (Alumni Relations Chair)
The Columns Society is a group of twenty-eight men and women who serve as the official hosts and
hostesses for the University. Founded in 2008 in anticipation of the University’s first-ever presidential
debate, the Columns Society serves the University of Mississippi at all functions where students
are needed to welcome guests and visitors to the University. Members of the Columns Society
wear the navy blazer with a humble heart, a commitment to service and absolute integrity.
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IMAGE
INCREASING MINORITY ACCESS TO GRADUATE EDUCATION

TEXT & PHOTO SUBMITTED
Advisor - Jacquline Vinson, Donald Cole
President - Victoria Robinson
Vice President - Luci Strong
Secretary - Chinwe Undemgba
Assistant Secretary - Solange’ Tchounwou
Internal Publicists - Andre’ Smith, Victoria Green
External Publicists - Mya Woods, Shaylin Williams
Community Service Chairs - Hajja Bah, Branden Jones, Alex Vinson
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CROFT SENATE

Caleb Ray, David Pfaehler, Jess Cooley, Londyn Lorenz, Miller Greene, Megan Krynen (Vice President), Katie
Dames, Colleen Shuford, Eli Landes, Seth Gerus, Carlie Vowell (Secretary), and Zac Herring (President).

We are the student government for the Croft Institute for International Studies. We partner with Kiva Microfunds to
help issue micro loans in developing regions, and with the Oxford Boys and Girls Club.
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IMAGE

IMAGE as a minority organization at the University of Mississippi
promotes a threefold mission: to increase the academic standing of
minorities underrepresented in the sciences, math, and engineering;
to increase the number of the minorities matriculating to the
University of Mississippi; and to make IMAGE a catalyst for positive
things in and around the University of Mississippi community.

CROFT SENATE
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PANHELLENIC

College Panhellenic Council serves as the governing body of eleven National
Panhellenic Conference organizations at the University of Mississippi.
College Panhellenic Council strives to develop and maintain women’s
sorority life and interfraternity relations, thus creating a greater sense of
community amongst Panhellenic women. College Panhellenic also supports

philanthropic endeavors such as C.A.R.E Walk and Circle of Sisterhood.

Being a Panhellenic woman at the University of Mississippi is a privilege,
and we are honored to serve the excellent, ambitious Greek women.

President - Claire Dutreix
VP of Judicial - Abbey Lindsay
VP of Recruitment - Rives Alexander
VP of Recruitment Counselors - Meghan Van
VP of Administration & Finance - Catherine Thompson
VP of Programming and Public Relations - Olivia Biele

VP of Philanthropy - Pirie Maher
VP of Academics - Sarah Clancy

BETA UPSILON CHI

TEXT & PHOTO SUBMITTED
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BETA UPSILON CHI

Beta Upsilon Chi exists for the purpose of establishing brotherhood and unity based on the common bond of Jesus Christ.
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STUDENT
ACTIVITIES
ASSOCIATION
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The mission of the Ole Miss Student Union is to enhance social, cultural and educational
opportunities for students and the university community through innovative and entertaining
activities and programs. Serving as a programming resource for the university, the Ole Miss Student
Union often partners with campus organizations and departments to sponsor a variety of events
and activities. Committed to the development of leadership and citizenship among students, the
Ole Miss Student Union strives to promote excellence in student activities programming.

Under the leadership of the Ole Miss Student Union, the Student Activities Association (SAA) provides
campus entertainment and opportunities for student involvement in programming. Pageants, musical
entertainment, special events and the movie series are among the more than 125 events sponsored each year.
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SAA

Executive Board
Rosa Salas—Executive Director
Mary Eveleen Brown—Associate Director
Grant Rudow—Co-Director of Public Relations
Parker Maloney-Co-Director of Public Relations
Cookie White- Co-Director of Special Events
Ryoma Thomas-Co-Director of Special Events
Austin Wood- Co-Director of Special Events
Laura Taylor-Co-Director of Special Events
Carl Tart-Co-Director of Entertainment
Andrew Neman-Co-Director of Entertainment
Reynolds Spencer-Co-Director of Entertainment
Trevor Davis-Co-Director of Entertainment
Kelsea White- Co-Director of Pageants
Landon Chapman-Co-Director of Pageants
Eliza Williams-Co-Director of Pageants
Dugan Walker-Co-Director of Homecoming
Elizabeth Gunn-Co-Director of Homecoming
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OLE MISS
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
The Ole Miss Alumni Association was organized and continues
for the purpose of promoting loyalty, affection and understanding
between the University and former students. The Department of

Alumni Affairs is responsible for arranging Homecoming activities,
organizing reunions, sponsoring the Alumni Hall of Fame, publishing
the Ole Miss Alumni Review, operating The Inn at Ole Miss,
coordinating activities for former athletes through the M-Club Alumni
Chapter, coordinating meetings of the local alumni clubs and many

more activities.
2018-19 Officers
President, Augustus L. Collins
President-Elect, Matt Lusco
Vice President, Lampkin Butts
Treasurer, Kirk Purdom
Athletics Representatives, Andy Kilpatrick, Candie Simmons

Alumni Staff
Kirk Purdom, Executive Director
Joseph Baumbaugh, System Analyst III
Sunny Brown, Assistant Director
Gaye Bukur, General Manager, The Inn at Ole Miss
Allie Bush, Graphic Web Designer
Clay Cavett, Associate Director, Campaigns and Special Projects
Anne Cofer, Accountant
Shaquita Curry, Alumni Programs Assistant
Jordan Dillon-Maginnis, Computer Technician
Martha Dollarhide, Systems Programmer II
Tosha Dunn, Records Assistant
Emily Echols, Executive Assistant/Office Manager
Marlene Henderson, Records Assistant
Annette Kelly, Accountant
Chasity Kim, Special Events Assistant
Allie Little, Special Events Assistant
Brian Maxey, Assistant Director
Steve Mullen, Assistant Director for Marketing and Membership
Suzy Norwood, Records Supervisor
Annie Rhoades, Assistant Director for Communications
Anna Smith, Assistant Director
Elizabeth Tettleton, Special Events Assistant
Scott Thompson, Associate Director for Alumni Engagement
Jim Urbanek, Associate Director for Communications and Marketing
Tone Marion White, Assistant Director
Rusty Woods, Associate Director for Information Services

2017-2018 Ole Miss Alumni Association President Bobby Bailess with 2018
Homecoming Queen Hallie Gillam. Photo by Kevin Bain, Ole Miss Digital
Imaging Services

Alumni Staff
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The 2018 Distinguished Alumni Award recipients are (from left)

The 2018-2019 officers of the Ole Miss Alumni Association are (from

Howard L Gerlach, Warner Alford, James Meredith, Mac Haik,
Shaquinta Morgan, Thad Cochran, and Vernon R. “Randy” Kelley III.
Photo by Bill Dabney.

left) Kirk Purdom, Candie Simmons, Lampkin Butts, Augustus L.
Collins, Matt Lusco and Andy Kilpatrick. Photo by Jim Urbanek.
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The Alumni Association held its annual social in September to honor the 2018-19 recipients of the Herb Dewees Alumni Association
Scholarship, the Ben Williams Minority Scholarship, the Wobble Davidson M-Club Scholarship, the Clay Waycaster Student Alumni Council
Scholarship, the Alumni Association Band Scholarship, the Grove Society Scholarship and The Timothy L. Walsh Alumni Association
Scholarship. A total of 443 scholarships totaling $332,550 are being awarded for the school year. For more information on alumni scholarship
opportunities, visit olemissalumni.com. Photo by Thomas Graning, Ole Miss Digital Imaging Services.
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The University of Mississippi

TUPELO CAMPUS

The Student Social Work Organization brings together students interested in the field of social work and community involvement. Each
year the Tupelo students organize numerous fundraising and charity events to help the citizens of Northeast Mississippi. Members include:
Nathaniel Bain (Vice President), Moesha Banks, Anthony Black (President), Katina Brown, Jenna Burdine, Brandi Bridges, Brittany Brownlee,
Rebekah Campeau, Alice Casey, April Chandler, Kali Clayton, Brianna Collier, Daphanie Cooper, Lesley Francis, Mary Grace Frost, Melanie
Gardner, Billy Garrett, Baylee Hallmark, Tatayana Hughes, Antonique Jennings, Kaila Jefferson, Jessica Johnson, Tangenica King, Haley
Lambert, Claire McNeese, Emma Morton, Katari Mosby, Brittany Murphy, Reahgan Oaks, Elaina Reno (Treasurer), Kaitlin Rinehart, Ginger
Roberts, Samantha Rowland, Brianna Scobey, Zaria Shumpert, Jana Smith (Secretary), Niekya Smith, Ashley Standifer, Sharde Strong, Cori

Walker, Valerie Wiginton, Amanda Wilkerson, Janet Williams, and Dylan Young. Mr. Shane Robbins serves as the faculty advisor.

TOTS or Teachers of Tomorrow (Tupelo) is composed of education majors. The purpose of the organization is to help future educators
develop an understanding of the profession and to advance the interests of students preparing for a career in education. TOTS members
participate in community service projects that benefit children in Northeast Mississippi. Members include: Alyssa Alford, Lora Beth Barrett,
Allie Bennett (Vice President), Alisha Carrisoza (Media Officer), Kayla Copeland (President), Heather Elliott, Megan Hall, Hannah Hankins,
Amber Hargett (Graphic Designer), Laura Hogue, Vanessa McCullouch, Devin Ramey, Madison Roncalli, Christian Rodriguez, Allie Sappington
(Treasurer), Gabrielle Slagle, Amber St. Peter, Shana Tatum, Bailey Thompson (Secretary), and Katie Weeden (Photographer). Advisor is Dr.
Elizabeth Prewitt.
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LEFT: The Legal Studies Student Organization brings together students who are majoring in Criminal Justice and Paralegal Studies in
order to serve the community through various service projects to help families in need. It also allows members to network with others in
the profession. Members include: Jessica Floyd, Cameron Keyes, and Mashea Spencer. Faculty advisor is Terry Lyons. RIGHT: Phi Beta
Lambda (PBL) is a nationally-organized association made up of students pursuing careers in the business and accountancy fields. Its
purpose is to bring together the business world and ACADEMICS |n a positive working relationship. UM-Tupelo PBL members compete in
state and national competitions that allow them to show their proficiency in numerous areas of business and accounting. Members include:
Brandon Alldread, Jeremy Earnest, Ashly (Alexis) Harmon, Rhonda Hill, Charles Hopson, Blake Huddleston, William Oliver Miller, Braodrick
Patrick, Melanie Robinson, Lillian Salem, Victoria Wallace, and Katie Watson. Advisors are Angela Palmer, Clara Rock, and Krandale Cager.

As representatives for the University
of Mississippi-Tupelo, Student
Ambassadors participate in various
events and activities on campus
in addition to recruiting events
throughout the year. UM-Tupelo
Ambassadors are: Joseph (Danny)

Giroux, Allie Sappington, Jana
Smith, Cassie Thompson, and
Elizabeth Wyatt. Advisors are Chris
Tollison and Lindsey Sanford.
Not pictured: Allie Sappington

The Ole Miss-Tupelo Financiers Club
is composed of finance majors and
other business students who have
an interest in finance. They meet
monthly to discuss job and networking
opportunities, current events in the
financial markets and community
service activities. Members include:
Brittany Clingan (VP Communications),
Meaghan Dailey, Steven (Tyler) Gilliland,
Makayla Higginbotham, Rhonda Hill (VP
Career Development), Charles Hopson,
Blake Huddleston, Katlyn Maharrey
(President), William Oliver Miller,
Eathan Rainey (VP Public Relations),
Lillian Salem, Matthew (Alex) Snipes,
Andrew Umfress, Victoria Wallace,
Katie Watson, Chasity Whitehead,
and advisor Dr. Ivonne Liebenberg.
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UM TUPELO
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ALPHA PHI
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ALPHA PHI

Mission Statement: Alpha Phi is a sisterhood of women supporting one another in lifelong achievement. Colors: Silver & bordeaux.
Philanthropic Activities: The Alpha Phi foundation - Women’s Heart Health, Mac N’ Phis, Red Dress Gala

Officers
President - Camille Griffin
VP Risk Management - Amy Wilson
VP New Member Ed & Programming - Jordan Haley

VP Marketing - Grace Kesler
VP Membership Recruitment - Athena Nakos
VP Community Relations - Ashton Murrah

VP Finance - Autum Sills
Director of Administration - Sophia Beddoe
Panhellenic Delegate - Addison Mathis
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ALPHA DELTA PI

The Delta Sigma chapter of Alpha Delta Pi sorority is committed to sisterhood, values,
ethics, high academic standards and social responsibility. Our open motto “We live
for each other,” encompasses the foundation upon which Alpha Delta Pi was founded.

Alpha Delta Pi prides ourselves in knowing that our memories, friendships, and
traditions will continue long after the days at the University of Mississippi; they will
last a lifetime. Alpha Delta Pi is truly a home away from home for every ADPi sister, as
it is always filled with smiles and laughter. Alpha Delta Pi is more than a sorority, it is
a lifetime of sisterhood!
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PHI MU
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Phi Mu was founded in 1852 at Wesleyan College, located in
Macon, Georgia. It is the second oldest secret society for women
in the nation. Phi Mu encourages all of her members to live by the
principles of love, honor and truth. Phi Mu promotes vibrant living,
academic excellence and lifelong friendships. The Alpha Delta
chapter was established on June 7, 1926. To date, the Alpha Delta
chapter is one of the largest Phi Mu chapters in the nation. The
ladies of Phi Mu continue to uphold the standards set in our creed.
Our members are leaders on the Ole Miss campus, as well as the

Phi Mu’s national philanthropy is Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals. Alpha Delta has the honor of working with LeBonheur
Children’s Hospital located in Memphis, Tennessee. In our annual
battle of the bands, Bonnamu, Phi Mu raised over $17,000!

community of Oxford.

hospital, a CMNH.
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Many sweet moments were shared at Alpha Delta’s annual event,
Milkshakes for Miracles, where we raised over $10,000 serving
milkshakes. Sisters also raised over $20,000 on the Phi Mu team

and placed 2nd in the Miracle Cup in the annual 12 hour dance
marathon, RebelTHON, which raises money for Batson Children’s

2018 Officers
President: Erin Larkin
Vice President of Committees: Mereweather Lackey
Vice President of Chapter Development:
Ramelle Mueller
Recruitment Chair: Catherine Cummings
Phi Director: Annie Couch
Philanthropy Chair: Malia Willis
Panhellenic Delegate: Sydni Peterson
Treasurer: Sally Jordan
Secretary: Erin Geist
Social Chair: Alexis Cain
Director of Harm and Prevention: Allie Hendry
Public Relations Chairman: Taylor Metz
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PHI MU
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MEN OF EXCELLENCE

Mission Statement
We, the members of Men of Excellence Organization of the
University of Mississippi, hereby assemble ourselves together to
provide excellent educational, cultural, and social, community
services and intellectual programs that will enhance the personal,
professional, and social growth of African American males. In doing
so, the organization intends to encourage the confidence, integrity,
self-respect and self-esteem, by way of proving positive role models
and networking with other professionals within the educational,
industrial and recreational communities.
Pledge
As a man of excellence, I choose to lead a life in which I exemplify
manhood in its highest form. The manner in which a man lives
creates a wide and lasting influence forthose around him.
Therefore, I vow to work towards leading a most excellent life. I
pledge to battle my innermost fears and failures by embodying
faith and perseverance during times of stress, struggle and strife.
I will promote brotherhood while striving for academic excellence.
Finally, I pledge to hold myself and other members accountable to
be a mentor, to lead a life of integrity, and to uplift the community.

Officers
President- André Smith
Vice-President- Joshua Mannery
Chief of Staff- Justin Cowling
Treasurer- Corey Crockett Jr.
Administrative Assistant- Nick Crasta
Director of Community Service- Roger Harmon Jr.
Parliamentarian- Dedrick Montgomery
Secretary- Keelin Carr
Director of Fundraising-Cameron Brown
MOX Wellness Director-Anduan “A.J.” Griffin
Director of Public Relations- Rodney Kemper
Outreach Coordinator- Sergio Brack
Historian - James Vinson
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MEN OF EXCELLENCE

DELTA DELTA DELTA

Junior and Senior Maids, Sloane Reid and MaryScott Polk

Bid Day OUT OF THIS WORLDDD, Sarah Gorham and
Leighton Kesting

C.A.R.E. Walk, Lauren Chandler, Savannah Pope, Addie Florey

The purpose of Delta Delta Delta shall be to establish a perpetual
bond of friendship among its members, to develop a stronger and
more womanly character, to broaden the moral and intellectual
life and to assist its members in every possible way. Our goal is to
promote and develop mutually beneficial relationships between the
Fraternity and the colleges and universities where the Fraternity has
established chapters, to develop qualities of unselfish leadership
among its members and to encourage them to assume, with integrity

Top (L-R): Allison Kaelin, Sally Boswell, Abby Bailey
Bottom (L-R): Elson Stewart, Burchie Ellinger

and devotion to moral and democratic principles, the highest
responsibilities of college women. Tri Delta was founded in 1888 at
Boston University, and the Chi Chapter at Ole Miss was founded in
1912. Our chapter president this year was Megan Krynen, and our vice
presidents this year were Blair Wortsmith, Claire Sanford, Greyson
Keel, Reed Ashton Kevin and Eliza Lundy. This year Tri Delta has raised
$150,000 for St. Jude, which is $23,000 more than the pervious year!
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NATIONAL
PAN-HELLENIC COUNCIL
The National Pan-Hellenic council was founded on May 10, 1930
in Washington D.C. and represents nine nationally-recognized
historically Black fraternities and sororities known as the Divine 9.
Each and every one of our organizations that make up the Divine 9
have a meaningful purpose and contribute to bettering the space
around them. We all share principles based on Scholarship, Service,
Brotherhood/Sisterhood and work towards those principles. NPHC’s
mission is to promote unity and unanimity of thought and action as
far as possible in the conduct of Greek letter collegiate fraternities
and sororities and to work together based on problems of mutual
interest to its member organizations. Chartering of the first NPHC
chapter at the University of MS began in 1973 and continued until the
completion of the council with the 9th organization in 2012.

As chapters of our national organizations located here at the
University of Mississippi, it is our obligation to represent the vast
works and impact of our organizations on the campus and within
the Oxford community (and even beyond this city when possible).

This is a challenge when one considers the diligence that pursuing
a degree alone requires, and then adding weight to the load of this
task by upholding the principles that have sustained the greatness of
this council and have reached far beyond us. However, we became
members with the understanding that this is our charge.
- Randon R. Hill, 2018-2019 Council President
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Lambda Pi Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity, Incorporated

Theta Psi Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated

Xi Zeta Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority, Incorporated

Eta Beta Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity, Incorporated
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NPHC

Lambda Sigma Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta

Sorority, Incorporated

Tau Eta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Incorporated

GAMMA BETA PHI
Ashley Hurssey
President

Prashant Pokharel
Vice President

Lauren Byrd
Volunteer Director

Yazie Goulet
Historian

Said Al Kindi
Membership Director

Danika Aday
Treasurer

Samantha Bodine
Social Director

Andrew Ladner
Points Secretary

Lindsey Smith
Points Secretary

Abby Sonnier
Conventions Director

Tichiuna Funchess
Communications Director

Will Loveless
Secretary
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SCHOOL OF PHARMACY
STUDENT BODY

Newly enrolled professional students recite the
“Oath of a Pharmacist” before being presented

their white coats at the White Coat Ceremony.

P2 students take a break from studying to

participate in our annual Pharmacy Olympics.
TEXT & PHOTOS SUBMITTED
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SCHOOL OF PHARMACY STUDENT BODY

Mission Statement

Officers

The University of Mississippi School of Pharmacy Student Body is a student

President: Mary Reagan Baladi

led organization designed to represent the voices of all students within

President-Elect: Will Haygood

the school. Our mission is to build a lasting relationship among students,

Vice President: Dominique Dairion

faculty, alumni and administration through coordinated events, maintaining

Treasurer: Kelsey Lock

professionalism and integrity, and providing an environment of compassion.

Secretary: Katelyn Brown
Elections Chair: Mary Clara Hayes
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GET YOUR
FLU SHOT
HERE!
Back Row Left to Right: Drake Wilson, Gaston Box, Stephen Andreas, Payton Brown, Dylan Keveryn, and Morgan Woodard. Front Row
Left to Right: Kaitlin Gaskin, Cameron Sanders, Lizzy DeMoss, Madison Kazerooni, Emily Rusciano and Lulu Pan. Pharmacy students
gather to give flu shots on campus through APhA-ASP’s annual Operation Immunization

Kelsey Lock, Katelyn Brown and Dominique Dairion. Pharmacy students enjoy fall pharmacy formal at The Lyric on the Square.
School of Pharmacy Organizations

American College of Veterinary Pharmacists (ACVP), Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy (AMCP), American
Pharmacists Association- Academy of Student Pharmacists (APhA-ASP), American/Student Society of Health-System
Pharmacists (ASHP-SSHP), Christian Pharmacists Fellowship International (CPFI), Kappa Epsilon-Alpha Gamma Chapter,

Kappa Psi- Beta Rho Chapter, National Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA), PediaRebs- Pediatric Pharmacy

Advocacy Group (PPAG), Phi Delta Chi- Alpha Epsilon Chapter, Phi Lambda Sigma, Prescription for Service, Rho Chi

Society, Student Colleges of Clinical Pharmacy (SCCP), Student National Pharmaceutical Association (SNPhA)
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OLE MISS
PRE-DENTAL SOCIETY
The Ole Miss Pre-Dental Society is an organization
of students dedicated to helping all members gain
entrance into dental school or a dental hygiene
program by providing tools and resources to members
to attain their goals. Our mission is to promote oral
health within our campus and community through
service, learning and leadership. We participate in
outreach events with Leap Frog, More Than a Meal,
Love Packs and hold annual tooth brush drives.
OFFICERS
President: Kayla Foell
Vice President: Meghan Van
Community Service Coordinator: Kaylee Holmes
Social Media Coordinator: Chamberlyn Pruitt
Secretaries: Kathryn Taylor & Maggie Weber
Treasurer: Cole Blue
TEXT & PHOTO SUBMITTED
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OLE MISS PRE-DENTAL SOCIETY

ALPHA EPSILON DELTA
Mississippi Beta Chapter

Alpha Epsilon Delta is the national health preprofessional honor
society dedicated to the encouragement and recognition of
excellence in preprofessional health scholarship, including
medicine, dentistry, veterinary and others. The Society welcomes
ALL students engaged in the pursuit of a professional healthcare
career. AED offers opportunities for intellectual and professional
development, provides a forum for students with common
interest, and extends a program of service to benefit the college/
university community.
EVENTS AND PHILANTHROPIC ACTIVITIES
Suture Clinics, Advanced Wound closure clinics
Advanced suture clinics, Various volunteer activities in
the Oxford/Lafayette community, Various
volunteer activities sponsored by the University of Mississippi

OFFICERS
President: Haley Durocher
Vice President: Richard Easterling
Treasurer: Tyler Igoe
Secretary: Brooke Smith
Historian: Katelyn Barnes
Editor: Darian Raucher
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ALPHA EPSILON DELTA

ALPHA OMICRON PI

TEXT & PHOTO SUBMITTED
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ALPHA OMICRON PI

Alpha Omicron Pi welcomed home 135 new members on Bid Day 2018! AOChella’s 2018 lineup is something you do not want to miss!
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KAPPA DELTA
Alpha Mu

Philanthropic Activities: Girl Scouts of the USA, Prevent Child Abuse America
Founding Date: Kappa Delta Founded October 23, 1897 - Alpha Mu Founded January 15, 1927
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2017-2018 Council:
President: Eliza Williams
VP Member Education: Katherine Johnson
VP Membership: Avery Parman
VP Operations: Anna Daniels
VP Community Service: Olivia Duke
VP Public Relations: Lauren Murken
VP Standards: Reese Neely
VP Secretary: Ashley Rose
VP Finance: Morgan Cannon
VP Panhellenic Delegate: Helen Colquett

TEXT & PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Kappa Delta Sorority is a national organization for women
with the mission of inspiring our members to reach their full
potential; preparing our members for community service,
active leadership and responsible citizenship; creating
opportunities for lifetime involvement through innovative
and responsive programs and strategic collaborations and
partnerships; and fostering the development of our timehonored values within the context of friendship.

|

KAPPA DELTA

The purpose of Kappa Delta Sorority is to promote true
friendship among the college girls of our country by inculcating
into their hearts and lives those principles of truth, of honor,
of duty, without which there can be no true friendship.
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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF BLACK ACCOUNTANTS

PURPOSE
NABA Inc. is a nonprofit organization committed
to the professional development and academic
success of minorities. NABA consists of over 200,000
professionals and students who are currently building
successful careers or are aspiring to work in the fields
of Accounting, Finance, Information Technology,
Consulting and other fields within the business realm.
ACHIEVEMENTS
Named 2016 National Student Chapter of the Year
(Division III); Members named NABA National Scholars:
2018, 2017, 2015, 2014; Members named NABA
Regional Scholars: 2017, 2015; Raised over $10,000
for need-based scholarships for accounting students;
Awarded $10,000 in local chapter scholarships;

NABA’s student members have internships or full-time
employment in 12+ major cities across the country.

MISSION
Since our charter in 2013, the Ole Miss chapter
strives to enable our students to develop their
skills and realize their professional aspirations. We
are committed to developing our professionalism,
creating community within our chapter and
generating opportunities for each student.

OFFICERS
Advisor, Brett Cantrell; President, leshia
Mosley; Vice President, Mario Hervey; Director
of Membership & Recruitment, Emani Walton;
VP of Public Relations, Connate' Williams; Screp,
Phylicia Booth; Treasurer, Justin Wright
TEXT & PHOTOS SUBMITTED
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NABA

OLE MISS WOMEN'S COUNCIL

|

TEXT & PHOTO SUBMITTED

OMWC

Ole Miss Women’s Council for Philanthropy (OMWC) offers one of the University of Mississippi’s most innovative scholarship programs,
providing financial assistance, leadership development, life and career mentors, and travel and other cultural opportunities to young men
and women entering Ole Miss as freshmen. Among the top awards Ole Miss, the OMWC Scholarships continue with recipients for the eight
semesters if they maintain the specified grade-point average. OMWC began in 2000 with a group of philanthropic-minded women committed
to nurturing University of Mississippi students who have a desire to ultimately improve the quality of their communities. OMWC’s mission is to
build attractive scholarships and sponsor stellar programs to help develop students through their leadership, scholarship and mentoring.

AMERICAN MARKETING
ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF
COLLEGIATE SCHOLARS

ama

nscs.org

AMERICAN MARKETING ASSOCIATION

We are the Ole Miss Collegiate Chapter of the American
Marketing Association. We seek to provide networking
opportunities as well as professional and educational growth in all
marketing related fields to all members through guest speakers
and leadership opportunities.
TEXT SUBMITTED | AMA

TEXT SUBMITTED
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CHI OMEGA
Chi Omega is an intergenerational women’s organization forever committed to our founding purposes:
Friendship, personal integrity, service to others, academic excellence and intellectual pursuits; community
and CAMPUS |nvolvement; and personal and career development.

Date founded: April 5, 1895 at the University of Arkansas
In 1899, our Tau chapter was founded
Philanthropic events: Chi 0 Crawfish benefitting Make-A-Wish
Foundation & Chi 0 Donuts benefitting Blair E. Batson Childrens
Hospital
Number of members: 438
Colors: cardinal and straw
Symbols: owl and skull & crossbones
-Flower: carnation

OFFICERS
President: Anne Watkins Tyson, Vice President: Austin Brewer,
Secretary: Lilli Alford, Treasurer I: Chandler-Grace Michael, New
Member Educator: Amelia Rhodes, Personnel: Mary Kate Baker,
Panhellenic Delegates: Chandler Tillman and Kaleigh Williamson,
Recruitment Chairs: Sarah Pierce, Lauren Losordo, Hayden Hudson,
Treasurer II: Kelly Bemis, Director of Programming: Abby Garrett
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OLE MISS HAND BAND
The Ole Miss Handband is a student led American Sign Language organization whose goal is to spread awareness
of the Deaf community and help bridge the gap between the hearing and Deaf worlds. Members consist of
students with and without previous knowledge of American Sign Language. Handband is used as a teaching tool
for students to learn American Sign Language. Our members not only sign shows at the end of each semester,
but they also teach community sign language classes and work closely with Leapfrog. All officers in Handband
this year are seniors and Communication Sciences & Disorders majors.

TEXT & PHOTOS SUBMITTED
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OLE MISS HAND BAND

OFFICERS
Claire Sanford - President
Caitie Lusk - Vice President
Madelyn Birkelbach - Secretary
Sydney Smith - Treasurer
Maggie Kelley - Event Coordinator
Katie Joiner - Philanthropy Coordinator
Alex Greene - Assistant Philanthropy Coordinator
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SIGMA NU

TEXT & PHOTOS SUBMITTED

The Sigma Nu Fraternity was founded on January 1, 1869
with the intent of sharing the beliefs of Love, Truth and Honor.
The Epsilon Xi chapter of Sigma Nu was founded on May 23,
1927 at the University of Mississippi. Since then, the chapter
has initiated over 3,000 members, making it one of the largest
chapters of Sigma Nu in the country. Sigma Nu has been active in
its philanthropic efforts, facilitating the Charity Bowl and raising
over $150,000 last year, making it one of the largest philanthropy
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SIGMA NU

events of any fraternity around the country. Many of Sigma Nu’s
alumni have had a large impact on the University and the state
of Mississippi, from Archie and Eli Manning throwing touchdowns
for the Rebels, to Trent Lott and Roger Wicker representing our
state in the US Senate. The 2018-2019 Sigma Nu active chapter
is led by Carter Andrews (Commander) and Rivers Dickerson
(Lieutenant Commander).

KAPPA ALPHA ORDER
Alpha Upsilon Chapter

2018 new members - 80 strong

KA Executive Committee

2018 officers celebrate Marshall Award, Top 3 in chapter, and
other awards.

Officers
President, Wesley Rule; Vice President, Anderson Smith; Recording
Secretary, Ben Moss Lauderdale; Corresponding Secretary, Reid Watson;
Historian, Coleman Killorin; Treasurer, Jones Albritton; Parliamentarian,
Mack Hubbell; Sergeant-at-Arms, Ridge Brohaugh; Marshal, Mason Blackwell;
Social Chair, Sage Riggs; Philanthropy Chair, Joey Lewing; Rush Chairmen,
Carter Windham and Cole Swayze
Founded in 1865; Chartered at Ole Miss in 1900; Largest and Best Chapter 2018; 250 members

Organizational Values: Reverence (Motto is
“Dieu et les Dames”: God and the Ladies) Gentility
(Chivalry and Honor Toward Women, Knowledge
(Lifelong Learning and Character Development),
Leadership (Serving Mankind), Brotherhood (Bound
To Each Other For Life) and Excellence (Onward &
Upward, Making the World a Better Place).

TEXT & PHOTOS SUBMITTED
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KA ORDER

Connie Rice Bohlke,

housemother
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BETA THETA PI

The active chapter of Beta Theta Pi is pictured on Bid Day (September 30, 2018) after welcoming its newest 79-man new member class.

Chauncey Mullins, 2018 Mr. Ole Miss

The 2018 chapter officers

Chapter Officers:
President Chauncey Mullins (Tupelo, MS); Vice President Gardner
Merithew (Richmond, VA); Secretary Parker Fleming (Collierville, TN);
Treasurer Shane Cahill (Highlands Ranch, CO); Alumni Chairmen Alex
Cruz (Collierville, TN) and Dalton Hull (Vero Beach, FL); Housing Manager
JoJo Katool (Jackson, MS); Risk Manager Logan Gage (Ridgeland, MS);
Pledge Educator Dominic Orlando (Las Vegas, NV); Recruitment Chairmen
Ben Johnson (Newport Beach, CA), Eric Gonzales (Thibodaux, LA), Jake
Gibilterra (The Woodlands, TX), and Robert Parsons (San Antonio, TX).

TEXT & PHOTOS SUBMITTED
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DELTA SIGMA THETA

TEXT & PHOTO SUBMITTED

|

DELTA SIGMA THETA

Seated officers: KaLyndzeyia Gray, President, far right, Jazmine Briggs, 1st Vice President, Center, Terrace Brown, 2nd
Vice President, far left. Standing officers, left to right: Lacius Caddie, Recording Secretary, Lasherica Thornton, Journalist,
Rachel Boone, Corresponding Secretary and NPHC Vice President of Public Relations, Jasmine Minor, Southern Region
Representative, Chapter Chaplin and Custodian, Aysheka McDonald, Financial Secretary, Kiana Miller, Treasurer
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc, was founded January 13, 1913 on the campus of Howard University by 22
illustrious women whose purpose was to provide assistance and support through established programs
in local communities throughout the world. The Lambda Sigma Chapter was chartered at The University
of Mississippi on November 14, 1974. Since then, over 300 dynamic women have made an impact on
this campus and the local community through scholarship, sisterhood and service. Our philanthropic
activities include programs focused on economic development, educational development, international
awareness and involvement, physical and mental health and political awareness and involvement.
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ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA
Theta Psi
The purpose of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority is to cultivate and encourage
high scholastic and ethical standards, to promote unity and friendship
among college women, to study and help alleviate problems concerning
girls and women in order to improve their social stature, to maintain a
progressive interest in college life and to be of “Service to All Mankind.”

Chapter Members pose for a picture at the Closing Gala of the Theta Psi 44th Charter Celebration

2018 Officer Roster
Sumayia Young, President, Janice Hodges, Vice President, Takaija Smith,
Secretary, Brittney Jackson, Assistant Secretary, Christina Epps, Corresponding
Secretary, Skylyn Irby, Treasurer & Parliamentarian, Destini Kelly, Financial
Secretary, DeAndria Turner, Hostess, Brittany Brown, Ivy Leaf Reporter
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Chapter Members on Business Row for Spring
2018 AKA Skee Week

Chapter Members after the Regional Conference
Step Off/Stroll Off Competition in Nashville, TN.

New Initiates coming out to the world as
Members of Alpha Kappa Alpha

Members enjoying Pavilion Presents

2018 Member Roster
Christian Bilbrew, Gloria Bowens, Chasity Caston, Taylor Clark, Tarnedria Dorsey, Richela
Davenport, Doris Hines, Anitria Jones, Jayla Jones, Maricka Jones, Breshondra Kendricks,
Kajah Kennedy, Denesia Lee, Tiara Mayfield, Alexandra Medellin, Joclyn Neal, Faith Nix,
Taylor Norwood, Elantra Owens, Raven Patton, Patricia Rogers, Gabreena Ruff, Bria Scott,
Akeria Shoto, Demetrius Smith, Kayline Stone, Chelsea Thorpe, and Megan White.

Pillars: Scholarship, Sisterhood and Supreme Service
Charter Date: May 12, 1974 at the University of Mississippi
Founding Date: January 15, 1908 at Howard University
TEXT & PHOTOS SUBMITTED
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INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL
The purpose of the Interfraternity

Council is to promote unity,
cooperation, leadership, scholarship,
service and philanthropy amongst
its member organizations, fellow

Greek governing councils, the

University of Mississippi and the
Oxford, Miss, community.

TEXT & PHOTO SUBMITTED
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IFC

The 2017 Interfraternity Council Executive Board: Easton Treadway (VP of Scholarship), Garrett
Booth (VP of Recruitment Advisors), Matthew Boudreaux (Graduate Assistant), Paul Markos (VP

of Standards), Matt Edwards (VP of Philanthropy), Grant Wichman (VP of Recruitment), Bennett

Wilfong (President), Dr. Arthur E. Doctor, Jr. (Director of Fraternal Leadership and Learning),

Nathan Methvin (VP of Programming), Alex Robison (VP of Finance and Administration),
Cameron Brooks (VP of Public Relations)

ESTEEM

Educated, Successful, Talented, Evolving, Empowering, and Motivated

TEXT & PHOTO SUBMITTED
Officers:
President - Shanterica Hunt
Vice President - Janeisha Simpson
Treasurer - Alexus Mckorkle
Corresponding Secretary - Adalis Lock
Recording Secretary- Narika Glasper
Historian - Dewansia Sutton
Parlimentarian- Oshur Fluker
Advisor- Dr. Destini Jones
Advisor- Mrs. Jackie Certion

Mission

We, the members of E.S.T.E.E.M. at The University of
Mississippi, establish this organization with the sole intent
of providing support and opportunities for both personal,
professional and social growth for minority women at The

University of Mississippi and the surrounding community.
E.S.T.E.E.M. will provide educational, cultural, social

and community service opportunities for members and

the surrounding community. In doing so, we hope to
develop collegiate minority women by encouraging
confidence, integrity, self-respect and self-esteem.
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DELTA PSI
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DELTA PSI

The Phi Chapter of Delta Psi was established at Ole Miss in 1855, eight years

after the national fraternity was founded at Columbia University.

In 163 tradition-filled years at Ole Miss, Delta Psi, or St. Anthony Hall as it is sometimes called,
has contributed to both the state and the University. Judge William Hemingway, first captain of the

Rebel football team, was a Delta Psi; as was longtime baseball coach Tom Swayze. Other illustrious
alumni include 13 ASB Presidents, eight Mr. Ole Miss winners, many state officials and more.

One of the last of the old line of Ivy League fraternities, Delta Psi retains traditional
secrecy, high scholastic achievement and loyal brotherhood.
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STUDENT
ALUMNI COUNCIL

Officers
President: Mallie Imbler
VP of External Relations: Tyler Butler
VP of Internal Relations: Margaret Hay
VP of Public Relations: Katherine Monsen

Co-Directors of the Future Alumni
Network: Courtney Cadiz & Will Sistrunk

Chairman of Special Events
Internal: Reagan Moody

Chairman of Special Events Public

Relations: Dugan Walker

Secretary: Amber Cain
Treasurer: Bea Tisher
TEXT & PHOTOS SUBMITTED
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ASSOCIATED
STUDENT BODY

Students interact with local philanthropic organizations

Jarrius Adams and Arielle Hudson working at the

for volunteer opportunities at the ASB Match Day.

new ASB Voter Registration Initiative.

ASB Inauguration. Top row from left to right: Vice President Walker

ASB Everybody’s Formal

Abel, Judicial Chair Alex Crouch, President Elam Miller.
Bottom Row from left to right: Former Treasurer Jonathan Cox,
Former Treasurer Katherine Sistrunk, Secretary Cady Cooper

The mission of the Associated Student Body is to serve selflessly and
to represent justly the student body, in accordance with the University
of Mississippi’s Creed, by prioritizing students’ interests and needs
above personal ambition and prejudice. ASB is a student organization
committed to our role of supporting each and every single student to be
prepared for the next season of life by engaging student opinion about
the nature of our university and campus and elevating the student voice
to campus leadership. The Associated Student Body has three branches
- Executive, Legislative and Judicial. The Executive Branch is overseen
by the ASB President and is composed of the ASB President’s Cabinet,
the Department of Justice, the Department of Treasury, the Chancellor’s
Standing Committee Representatives and the ASB Secretary. The
Legislative Branch consists of the Elected Senate, the Legislative Council
and Legislative Aids, which work in a cohesive unit to craft and initiate
legislation. The student-led Judicial Council partners with the Office of
Conflict Resolution and Student Conduct to hear and decide cases of
non-academic misconduct and advocate for the best interests of students.
Together, these three branches provide an advocacy resource for students

This year, ASB has focused specifically on making student
government more accessible to all students through drastically expanding
opportunities for student involvement and providing more ways for
students to interact directly with their representatives. Additionally, the
ASB has been committed to securing student representation in vital
channels of decision making for the University and the state.
Over the past year, the ASB has accomplished many victories for
Ole Miss students. We worked to increase student representation on
University panels that handle diversity issues on campus, such as the
Chancellor’s Standing Committee on LGBTQ Affairs and the Chancellor’s
Standing Committee on Sensitivity and Respect. We secured Student
Representation on the UM Foundation and a more active role with the
Institutions of Higher Learning, both of which have not been done in
years prior. In addition, we expanded freshman programming to allow all
freshmen to gain access to ASB in their first year of school. This year, we
were able to give 224 freshmen a role on ASB, a number much higher
than years past.
TEXT & PHOTOS SUBMITTED
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ASB

on campus.
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Van Gorder, Noah
Vance, Taylor
Vandegriff, Annie
Vowell, Carlie
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Walker, Cori
Wallace, Victoria
Watson, Katie
Weber, Maggie
White, Avery
White, Megan
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Wichman, Grant
Wilkerson, Amanda
Willenbrink, Hallie
Williams, Connate
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Williams, Katherine
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Wood, Shelby
Woodard, Darius
Wortsmith, Blair
Wortsmith, Blair
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FOREVER
REBELS
You are loved, missed and always remembered.

Zachary Flores
March 8, 2018

Brennen Boone
March 9, 2018

Peggy Hurley
August 14, 2018

Kierra Ransey
August 16, 2018

Sesila Keban
January 24, 2019

Rebecca Rhodes
June 17, 2018

Zachary Hoeffler
September 9, 2018

Hailey Fox
October 16, 2018

COLOPHON
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C-0 M-69 Y-77 K-0

C-0 M-42 Y-58 K-0

C-72 M-12 Y-43 K-0
C-99 M-19 Y-39 K-5

C-100 M-41 Y-29 K-10

C-100 M-93 Y-44 K-36
The Ole Miss has been the official yearbook and flagship

Portrait Photographs for the 2019 yearbook were taken

publication of the University of Mississippi since 1897. Elma
Meek, a student at the University, won the competition to
name the yearbook and unknowingly also gave birth to the
nickname that is known today by athletics, students and
alumni.

by LifeTouch. All other photographs were taken by staff
photographers under the direction of Megan Suttles, taken
by Suttles, contributed by the Daily Mississippian, Ole Miss
Athletics, Ole Miss Digital Imaging Services or the individuals
pictured.

The 123rd Volume of The Ole Miss, with the theme

Type Face Families used for the yearbook include

“Between the Lines” was printed by Jostens Inc. The book
was created by Ole Miss students under the management
of MacKenzie Ross, Editor-in-Chief with the assistance
of ten other editors. Design Editor, Sally Autry; Assistant
Design Editor, Caroline Willis; Art Director, Cecelia Moseley;
Photography Editor, Megan Suttles; Writing Editor, Lee
Catherine Collins; Assistant Writing Editor, Maddie McGee;
Business Manager, Katie Trott; Sports Editor, Zac Herring;
Copy Editor, Allie Jones; Online Editor, Alexis Lee. The
editorial content does not represent the University of
Mississippi. The cost of The Ole Miss is included in tuition
of every full time student and is supplemented by sponsor
pages sold to student organizations.

Oranienbaum and AYT News Gothic.
The Cover was designed by MacKenzie Ross, Sally Autry,

Caroline Willis and Cecelia Moseley.
The Sketches were drawn by hand by Cecelia Moseley.
Creative Direction for all staged shots, illustrations,

aesthetic and graphic elements by MacKenzie Ross, Sally
Autry, Caroline Willis, Cecelia Moseley and Megan Suttles.
All pages were designed by Sally Autry, Caroline Willis,
MacKenzie Ross and the design staff.

STAFF

DESIGN. Cat Stebbins, Ellie
Cunningham, Clara Williams,
Lucy Cavett, Kate-Taylor Wilson,
Maggie Bollinger, Caroline Willis,
Sally Autry and Alex Mabry. NOT
PICTURED: Kate Russell Snopek,
Kate Mullaly

WRITING. Sarah Smith,
Alexus Smith, Landis Llewelyn,
Abbie McIntosh, Taylor Vance,
Madeline Nash, Lee Catherine
Collins, Ethel Mwedziwendira,
Devna Bose, Asia Harden, Kayci
Kimmons, Kaylee Craffton.
NOT PICTURED: Shelby Wood,
Brittany Brown, Jordan Malone,
Rachel Long, Lexie Ownby.

ONLINE. Allie Jones, Alexis Lee,
Madeline Nash. NOT PICTURED:
Ashlee Smith

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK...
Pat Thompson
For guiding and trusting us
with the book and always
keeping your door open.

Wendy Giray
For handling all of the paper work
and keeping us in line on the
business side of the book.

The Daily Mississippian
For letting us borrow your writers and
photographers and for answering
all of our late night questions.

Will Norton
For inspiring us, all of the stories
within these pages and
having an open ear.

Michael Fagans
For anything and everything
photography. Thank you for
letting us borrow every lens.

Ole Miss Administration
For still believing in yearbooks
and including the cost of
the book in tuition.

Jared Senseman
For helping us fix all of our
computer problems, broken
keyboards and practical jokes.

Chris Coleman
For your never ending patience,
frequent visits and for answering
emails in record time.

Greg Brock
For giving us your honest
opinion and encouraging
us to break barriers.

Steven Miller
For all of our equipment needs and
entertaining our crazy ideas.

Campus Organizations
For supporting this book
through advertisements.

Pizza Hut & Starbucks
For helping us make it through
each and every deadline.

THE
EDITORS

MacKenzie Ross
Editor-in-Chief

Sally Autry
Design Editor

Caroline Willis
Assistant Design Editor

Cecelia Moseley
Art Director

Megan Suttles
Photo Editor

Lee Catherine Collins
Writing Editor

Zac Herring
Sports Editor

Maddie McGee
Assistant Writing Editor

Allie Jones
Copy Editor

Alexis Lee
Online Editor

Katie Trott
Business Manager
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MEGAN SUTTLES

LETTER FROM
THE EDITOR
y grandfather, one of the biggest Ole
Miss fans to ever live, was a big help in
inspiring this book. He always instilled
in me the idea of documenting history.
Around his house he had binders full of family trees as
well as yearbooks from high school and college. After
he passed away, I found a bunch of old yearbooks
including a 1898 Ole Miss annual stuffed away in
a closet. Flipping through those pages, I recognized
names of those who have made an impact on this
campus. I could also see how far the University has
come, and I knew I wanted to be a part of continuing
to tell our history — the big and the small parts of it.
Growing up in Oxford, knowing the town and college
communities, I knew that there was more to life as an
Ole Miss Rebel than what was seen at the surface. I
knew there were hidden gems, and I wanted this book
to bring them to life. I want the memories to stay alive
and not be covered up with dust as time goes on. I
hope you can remember all of your memories while at
Ole Miss while looking through this book.
Every walk through the Grove.
Every friend you smiled at as you passed them on
the way to class.
Every date party and formal.
Every late night fast food run.
Hold on to those memories of Ole Miss and Oxford.
I know I will.
Former design editors Madisen Theobald and
Morgan Oberhausen pushed me out of my graphic
design comfort zones, encouraging me to be better,
getting me where I am today. Even if they don’t see
this, thank you both for being amazing role models.
Thank you to every journalism and IMC faculty
member that helped, even in the slightest. You saw
the details that we didn’t, inspiring stories and making
them better.
I am only one person and my editorial team was
amazing in helping capture the small details of Ole
Miss. Each of us unique and involved on CAMPUS |n
our own ways. I can’t imagine working with any other
group than this.

M

To my design team, Sally, Caroline and Cecelia,
you’re all angels for taking a chance on me and this
book. You’re all so talented and I cannot wait to see
what you do with the next one.
To Alexis and Lee Catherine, thank you for being
there through the hard and good times of this
publication. I cannot imagine the journalism life
without you two. Life has big plans for you both, and I
can’t wait to see how you grow after graduation.
To Megan, I tell you this everyday, but I am so
thankful to have you has my photo editor. Your photos
kick butt, and I am your biggest fan. Through each
complicated photo shoot and climbs up the ladder,
you killed it.
To Maddie, thanks for wanting to be a part of this
project. Your writing skills are out of this world and
your details to each story helped bring them to life.
To Allie, thank you for spending every waking
moment of senior year with me. Even if we weren’t
supposed to talk about yearbook, we did, and that’s
okay.
To Katie, thanks for the 8+ years of friendship and
for doing every extracurricular activity in college with
me. I know I drag you into a lot, including working with
this book, but I can’t think of it any other way.
To Zac, thank you for putting up with this crazy
group of girls. We all love you and thank you for
putting up with us for so long.
I hope this book ends up on someone’s coffee
table or ends up in a closet and in 30 years from
now, as you flip through the pages, you smile. I hope
it encourages you to look between the lines to see,
learn or experience the things that might have gone
unnoticed. Maybe you find a photo of your college
sweetheart, your best friend or your favorite professor.
I hope you relive this year and remember it all.

S. Gale Denley Student Media Center
The University of Mississippi
201 Bishop Hall
University, MS 38677
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theolemissyearbook.com
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