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Birmingham, Alabama  October 10, 1962

oA Meredith = Y A A
c¢/4 The College ""Hf? 4 /4’7'h M@.g.d_&/
Oxford, Missigsippi
James., I have been reading to the news at Oxford, & in Missossippi, & first thing I want
te say I am White, & you are a negre, I am born & reared in Birmingham, & State of Ala=
bama, & I undrrstand you were born & reared in Mississippie., I enly wish that you & I mould

sit down, just you & I & talk, as I believe that when it is over with twe Seutherners, one
white, one colered, there could be a great understanding,

First of all at once time I had a good business, in my business I worked\en straight time
rain er shine, cold or worm or het, I worked seme 22 colored men,& aboub 35 white men, they
all worked & mingled to-gether, en there jobs, & in 30 years in the bys: %y 1 can not

I'H.EES.,
In an other business, I had a colered weman Wwho worked for me

4tyears, she was
jame as I did, ence

100 white, to the one eelored, never & hard werd : stomer te her, & never did she
ever fail to meet the customers, women, children, put a smile,, that goes te
prove one thing that the negre race is nmbabu % by the white peeple,

Now James, I want you to step & think, st
to go te the Ole Miss, or any other whij

was it so important that you had
know you have been in Birmingham,

& other parts of Alabama,the grammepr-sthe : fools, & Colleges, are net only in the
state of Alabama, but in Mississippl g I & think,dees Mississippi, have good
schools, for the negros,colleg surely you de not mean te say the reason you want

to go to ole Miss A White cg 3,~18 Decause the negre teachers, & there scheols, are no good,

as well as I do, the

high/school in the world is here in Birmingham, named
the Parker High I

Ba blocksynow I do not knew how the wages run in Mississippi

: rocial & Etce, but in Alabama, the negro teachers make as much

- ' jé teacther,l have talked with quite a few oi the negre high ups

in education, ¥ 3, Colleges, & I have hear many of them say, that the negro peeple should
: gy are well pleased & satisfied, as they make a good wage, that they are

well paid, & lots—of them bost that there husbands bring home $400,00 per month, besides her

pay, & as you know as well as I do, that here in the South, the colered children, they are

raised in good homes, & they get out & hustle & bring in $1.,00 or mere a day,to add te the

regular famlly® budget.,

Now James, isn't it true that the colered people as a whole here in thee Seuth live better
than any part of the U,S., I go inte the large Super Markets & Croceries, & I would like
for you, & any one else in the United States, just stop look & waich, & see hew eur negros
live, they buy the best, this is the way of the negre race of people when they have money,
& here in Birmingham, same 2s other Southern Cities, they eat well, they dress well, they
drive sood looking cers, they either live in nice homes, or apartments, or they live on a
rent,ner own large tracks of land, they live well ,not just in Ala., but in Miss.,
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in the Birminsham News, where the negre weman, with her'12 children, &Hone

}'rgiglc‘.:gg ﬁﬁtr-lidcleve]_&nd, tihe wanted ‘|,3'.‘] go there, she felt she could live hetﬁrﬁtncb;:e
& those 1ittle children, went hungry, they according te her words, Bhe was treated mighty %
a0 she ocame back to GCentreville, Ala,, & brought her hungry & down & out family, with any wrg; 3
or home, no place to call home, but James, I bet you one thing, that the southern pesm}:l]_al_ =

see they have = place to stay & a place to put there feet under a table, & food on. 'l:rf}e Pie i; =
& that the white people will see thats they have elothes,& they de no‘b_have ‘I:‘.n slee pI"'i_l. 1:.1

& rain, now you were born here in the South, went to school there in Mississippi, ;; k;ee
Mississippi, gave you a good education & by the colored teachers & Ete., & in the a; S;Emtion
College if you had continued throgh the colored college, you would have gat.t a bgno e traublé
& later on, you could go to other colleges, if you wish, & there would nuvgr antany 22n
threats & etce, for which we all,regreat, & you regr at it to,as you were\no . ought up ke
hoodlum, thief, & a murderier, & crime, as they never pay, I am much olderthan you are,

lots, & have never seen a case where crife pays.,

I came up the hard way, many nights I went to bed hungry, & & glolimg hu gut,but crime
in any way large or small ever entered my mind, & I feel the ‘sfhe¢ Wy 1

My Mother & Dad, had a wolored woman, who lived wit§
Jenny, we always called her, she use to take us chil
she was loved by every one, there in our family appres
LesSs, & Kept my Dad bmhn’ O

iTe, & until death, Hunt
: chysit in our church,
nad more than our share of eick=

Take the negros, that was sent te Hyannag
the Air, & news papers, they were not, th¥;
where they could see nothing or hear
is that the way to treat the negres

Just as much human in the no :

hey treated right, according te news en
in the Country some 20 to 30 miles,
ie-to say it was worse then being in Prisien,
aiise they are colered, NO, I say Ne., they are
the South.,

: e 1k Pirmingham, his wife went to Cleveland to visit, &
stayed twe weeks 6n_she “¢e 0 her husband & home here, she talked so much like a
Eankee her hugband & : eld friends could hardley understand her, she kept on te
her husbend, 5. &/'move \te Cleveiland, & he did, (he was ene of the best all around

gham, % made good money, ) in fac¥ when we neeeded a good inside job done
on our home igham we called him, He had a nice 6 room home, lot 50 X 150 ft, and a
corner lot same“size, we bought both frem them, & moved them to Cleveland, they rented a
Apartment for 385,00 per month, still had te pay, gas, water, lights, & heat,,

He got some Apts., to fix, & re-derate, well when they mere about done, so he could collect
his money, some one went in there threw red paint all over the walls, & floors, there went
several hundreds of his dollars he had made in old Birmingham, he redene the job, & same thing
happened again, then he was broke, some 5 months from time he sold his home, lot & etc., he
celled me, asking if I could move him bawk to Birmingham, that he was broke & they had served
notice that they intended te put his furniture across the side walk & if he moved nny part of

of it or went back in the apartment, he would be arrested for tresspasing., so at that time
I had a large moving van in Akron, Ohie, so I told him, yes I would gets in touch with driver
& have him pick up his furniture & bring it te Birmingham,
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James, the truck was there the next A.,M, early abeut 7 A.M; you should according to the drivers
Hmxx: said you should see the smiles on there faces, he called me & wanted te know if he ceuld
borrow $75.00 so they would have money te come home on, I let them have the $75,00, & when they
got here they had very litile of it left, the home they had lived in, was leased ta a L &N, R.Re
fireman, so I let him have another §75.,00 to pay rent wityh, lights, gas, & Water deposits,

Then he had no furniture, st® I let him have enough to get started of Arith,soon people begin

to learn he was back,& wobk begin to come in & pile up, the money began to come in, he was well
known, & was no trouple to get all materials needed on credite., I wish you could have one hour
talk with him, he makes it plain, that the place for the negro is in the South,that the peeple
up there, do not want the neger, & 1s even hard to get any kind of work,,

James, this is not a letter of threat to you, or to anly negre, as I was r¢
where we have 100 negros te the nerths one,, who lives“the best, & where

best in the north, or the South,. I would like te knew if it happe nS
other Southern state where was you ever migetreated, & for wbat the @le Miss,

here in the South,
&y treated the

James, stop & think, look back,l am White, & you are 8 e white peoppe, Jjust sit

Ve,

Here in Birmingham, they have blocks after ble
more going up, that runs inte milliens of d
& all parts of the South, do they de this f
or seen of the apts.,

t.#., for the negros only, & still
y are doing the same thing in Miss,,

In Harlem, once, a driver was there uniogd fUrnlture in one of the dinky crowded gpt.,
G door to maet the new neighbor, & the driver

money is Russia, putting inte it, you are a American, & I
z.83 after all you are like Loam, & I luve lmerlca, & This

James, inclosing T-s&¥ here in, that if the negros, did not have colleges, of there own, then I w
would say every cellege in the South should opeh its doors for the negros to, but the negros

de have there on colleges, & wonder ful teachers, s all I can say is, give this lots ef thought

& after all know who your friends are, a one friend, is worth more than a 'millien others,

I am, Yours very truly.,

A Southern White man,
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