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A Life of Service

Ole Miss graduate dedicated to serving in both military and government
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Kaleb Digby, a 2017 UM graduate, has been dedicated to serving his country since his freshman year at Ole
Miss. He works for the U.S. Army and on Capitol Hill. Submitted photo

OXFORD, Miss. — Kaleb Digby, a 2017 University of Mississippi graduate, has been dedicated to
sening his country since he was a freshman in college. The alumnus, who works for the U.S. Army and
on Capitol Hill, was a member of the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program at two institutions.

Digby grew up as an Ole Miss fan because some of his family members were also alumni. He attended
Corinth High School and then enrolled in the ROTC program at Northeast Mississippi Community
College.

The Northeast Mississippi Community College ROTC shared sisterhood with the university’s ROTC
program at the time. Housed at colleges around the United States, ROTC programs train students for
commissioning as officers into the armed forces.

“Even though I've been a lifelong fan, a big driving force pushing me to Ole Miss was that the programs
for ROTC at Northeast and Ole Miss were connected,” he said.

Digby decided to study criminal justice with an emphasis in law enforcement. He particularly enjoyed
the law and criminal justice classes during his time at the uniersity.

“The applied sciences department at Ole Miss does a great job,” Digby said. “The criminal justice
degree can be used in several aspects of government work, law enforcement or homeland security. |
always knew that | wanted to work in some government role.”

He was dedicated to helping the American people with whatever capacity he could.

“| just wanted to serve people,” Digby said. “A criminal justice degree is pretty broad; (you can) work
with a three-letter agency or work for the government. Another reason (for this degree) was that | had to
hawve a four-year degree to commission as an officer in the Army.”

When Digby graduated in 2017, he traweled to the U.S. Army’s Fort Irwin National Training Center in
Califonia, where he went to military school before being deployed to Syria and Kuwait. He was able to
connect with other Ole Miss graduates in Syria who had commissioned in the same unit.

Retuming to the United States in 2020, he started looking for a job that would place him on Capitol Hill.

“| reached out and contacted Rep. Trent Kelly’s office,” Digby said. “His deputy chief of staff got back to
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Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program

OXFORD, Miss. — The Uniwersity of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dalls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted

Read the story ...
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Thank You To Our
Donors

Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders

OXFORD, Miss. — Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship — a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association — are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship

Read the story ...
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Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment

Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at

the University of Mississippi as the
schooal’s first African-American student.
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me. Then, | went into the process of sending them my resume and doing several inteniews. | landed the “James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a

internship, which | hope will eventually end in a full-time job.” collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
In this full-time role as an intern, Digby connects with Kelly’s constituents over phone and electronic honors this historic milestone with

media and expresses their needs to the legislative team and to the congressman himself.

“My day-to-day life includes answering phone calls and emails,” Digby said. “l do anything | can to Read the story ...

assist the legislative staff and make their job easier. That could include running legislation from one
office to another and delivering messages.”
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Looking back at his time at Ole Miss, Digby said he had multiple options on the table. That experience
moved him to share a piece of advice for students.

“Apply to different things and keep your options open,” Digby said. “If several things interest you, then
apply for all of them. See what doors open up for you.”
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