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Mississippi Integration

A University of Mississippi
history professor, who has
made recent history of sorts in
critical talks on Mississippi’s
and the South’s handling of the
racial situation, made his stand
in Little Rock last night. -

Dr. James W. Silver, blast-
ing what he calls Mississippi’s
“closed” society” and the way
the press handles integration
matters, spoke before the Ar-
kansas Council on Human Re-
lations at the Arkansas Fdu-
cation = Association  building.
About 200 persons, including
several Negroes, attended the
meeting. )

Silver’s opinion of the racial
situation, the rioting at Ole
Miss when Negro James Mere-
dith enrolled in that college, is
one of disgust.

He said Mississippi, in coping
with integration, is ‘“going down-
hill and will for another five
years.” He added, “We must be
near the bottom, but T don’t see
any hope of recovery for some
years yet.”
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where a search for the truth
“has become a casualty.”

Dr. Silver said the racial ar-
guments today ‘“make no
sense.”” The issue has eroded
more than the talks that ended
slavery, he declared.

He continued, “It may be
that Mississippi people are
an inferior breed . . . after
all, they have moved out of
the age of slavery in the
past 100 years.”

The professor, a native of
Mississippi, stated that racial
events have indicated to him
that Mississippi “‘is not ready
for progress.”

Silver also was critical of
Gov. Ross Barnett and other
Mississippi solons, and the
whole South’s attitude of white
supremacy.

He commented that he hopes
Gov. Barnett gets elected to
tne U.S. Senate, “Where he
can do no more harm.” Gov.

Silver’s talk was frequently
interruped by the audience’s
applause and laughter
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