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Fox editor Shepard Smith says UM prepared him for career

——

——

| |

BLAKE ALSUP
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

efore Shepard Smith became the chief
news anchor and managing editor of
Fox News Channel’s Breaking News
Division, where he just re-signed a
multi-year contract, he was an Ole Miss student.

Smith attended Ole Miss in the 1980s before
leaving for an internship in Florida and never
returning to finish his degree. Although he has
lived in New York City for years, he still consid-
ers Oxford and Ole Miss his home.

Smith was last in Oxford around three weeks
ago for a baseball series and to visit his dad. He
said he will hopefully be back for LSU weekend
next month.

“I have lived around there for my entire life,
and Ole Miss is always where I wanted to be,”
Smith told The Daily Mississippian in a phone
interview. “I don’t think it’s by chance that we
have so many fantastic journalists and literary
figures and poets and musicians who come out
of our place. It’s a wonderful liberal arts edu-
cation with so much to offer, just so much to
offer.”

Smith said his time at the university prepared
him for the first steps of his career because stu-
dents were taught a little bit of everything, from
editing and writing to directing, anchoring and
reporting.

“You came out of there with a sort of broad
understanding of what the industry was, and it
really, I thought, put me in the position to get
that first job and get started in the industry,”
Smith said. “When I was there, and I know it’s

-
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SEE SMITH PAGE 3
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UM Pride honors Transgender Day of Visibility

KARA DUDAS BELLONE
STAFF WRITER

UM Pride Network will cel-
ebrate Transgender Day of
Visibility with a candlelight
vigil at 7:30 p.m. tonight in
the Lyceum Circle to hon-
or those who have lost their
lives because of their gender
identity and to pay respect to
those fighting for acceptance.

UM Pride Network and
co-sponsor Queer People of
Color organized the event to
have impact beyond just the
transgender community. In
the past, UM Pride Network
and other organizations have
held events to raise aware-

ness about the trans commu-
nity, but not in coordination
with an international event
such as Transgender Day of
Visibility.

“This time, UM Pride’s ex-
ecutive board wants to reach
further than just our com-
munity,” Brenna Paola, UM
Pride Network vice president,
said. “We felt that the visibil-
ity aspect required the main-
stream public.”

The lack of public outlets
for transgender people out-
side of their own community
can stem from their fear of
being ridiculed, beaten and,
in some cases, even killed.

“Lack of visibility comes

from fear to be visible. There
are dangers for trans people
that cisgender people just
don’t encounter,” Paola said.

These dangers are the
reason UM Pride Network
President Regan Willis, who
identifies as transgender, or-
ganized the event.

“I put this event together
with the intent of raising vis-
ibility about the transgender
community, especially the
physical harm that too many
individuals face,” Willis said.
“To end a human life because
of opposing beliefs on gender
identity isn’t right.”

UM Pride Network mem-
bers believe raising aware-

ness about what it means
to be transgender, what
language is most appropri-
ate to use when referring to
LGBTQ+ individuals and ex-
ercising what can be done to
fully include them is the first
step toward progress.

“The circulation of that lan-
guage and inclusion depends
on many entities outside of
just UM Pride Network,”
Paola said. “For improvement
of awareness, we need allies.
Allies can speak out for those
with little voice in the domi-
nant society.”

Like most other social
movements, this push for
increased awareness and

equality requires the support
of those outside the margin-
alized group to bring about
widespread conversation and
actual change, according to
event organizers.

“We can’t make the differ-
ence alone,” Willis said. “It
takes people who aren’t part
of the community to learn
that we are average human
beings, just like everyone
else.”

Jaime Harker, director of
the Sarah Isom Center for
Women and Gender Studies,
said though transgender
people have gained more

SEE VISIBILITY PAGE 3
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New state abortion ban contradicts itself

JACQUELINE KNIRNSCHILD
STAFF COLUMNIST

The Gestational Age Act
bans all abortions after 15
weeks in Mississippi, except
those that the “good faith”
and “clinical judgement” of
the physician deem “neces-
sary to preserve the life of a
pregnant woman.” Rape and
incest are not mentioned at
all.

Though this bill is current-
ly blocked from taking effect
by a federal judge, it contra-
dicts itself by giving doctors
full jurisdiction over women’s
bodies, which will greatly in-
crease stress, fear and denial
among pregnant women -
especially those of color and
low income. This could de-
teriorate their health and, in
the words of the bill, cause
a “life-endangering physical
condition” to arise “from the
pregnancy itself.”

More and more studies
are identifying the ways so-
cial stressors affect health.
Research published in 2017
in the Social Science & Med-
icine journal proves that

“chronic stress, such as in the
form of social adversity” el-
evates cortisol levels, which
increases risk of disease and
death. Mayo Clinic offers tips
to “control your stress” but
fails to acknowledge that, for
many people, “stress manage-
ment” is not an option.

Discrimination and low in-
come are both social adversity
stressors.

With the highest percentage
of black residents in the coun-
try besides Washington, D.C.,
a history of racism that still
persists today and 20.8 per-
cent of the population living
in poverty (compared to 12.7
percent in the country), black
and poor Mississippians are
disproportionately vulnerable
to the negative health effects
of stress.

Domestic and sexual vio-
lence are also social stressors.

Women account for 9o
percent of adult rape victims
in the U.S. and black women
experience intimate partner
violence at a rate 35 percent
higher than that of white
women. Because of these
stressors, Mississippi’s fe-
male population is extremely
prone to medical conditions
induced by chronically high
cortisol levels. These condi-
tions include high blood pres-
sure, which may cause preg-
nancy complications such as
pre-eclampsia.

Medical sexism is another
social stressor that makes it
difficult for women to trust

physicians. Studies and arti-
cles show that American doc-
tors, 66 percent of whom are
male, do not take female pain
seriously.

With 1,954 clinical trials
studying erectile dysfunction
on PubMed but only 446 on
dyspareunia, vaginismus and
vulvodynia, it’s clear that the
medical community prioritiz-
es male pleasure over female
pain. In addition, doctors of-
ten ignore symptoms of en-
dometriosis, which affects an
estimated 6.5 million women
in the U.S. and Canada.

Chronic stress exacerbates
the fear of an unwanted preg-
nancy, which could cause a
woman to deny that a fetus
is growing inside of her. One
in 400 or 500 women is 20
weeks into her pregnancy be-
fore realizing it.

If a woman does not know
she is pregnant, she may not
take appropriate health pre-
cautions, such as abstaining
from alcohol, drugs and to-
bacco — all of which affect not
only her but also the fetus.
This is an issue in Mississip-
pi, where the infant mortal-
ity rate is 8.6 per 1,000 live
births, compared to the na-
tional 5.9.

A doctor’s “clinical judg-
ment” may be ignorant of the
fact that chronic stress caused
by discrimination, poverty,
violence, sexism and unwant-
ed pregnancy all threaten the
life of an abortion-seeking
woman.

HB 1510 asserts that physi-
cians who violate the prohibi-
tion will have their medical li-
censes suspended or revoked.

By denying a woman au-
tonomy over her body and by
placing her life in the “good
faith” of a physician, HB 1510
in and of itself is creating a
“life-endangering  physical
condition” for the pregnant
woman because it ignores
how the social stressors listed
above, combined with the fear
of an unwanted pregnancy,
could very well kill her.

For every 100,000 live
births in Mississippi, approx-
imately 29 white and 55 black
women die during pregnan-
cy or a year after childbirth
(compared to seven in Cana-
da, which has no restrictions
on bodily autonomy).

Jacqueline Knirnschild is
a sophomore anthropology
and Chinese double major

from Brunswick, Ohio.

CORRECTION

An article in Wednesday's
DM previewing the Mule
Train conference gave
the incorrect time for a
workshop. UM journalism
instructor Ellen Meacham
will speak from 5 p.m.-7 p.m.
inthe Reclaimed Building in
Marks.
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SMITH

continued from page 1

still the case, you had to get in
and do the job of a journalist.”

Involvement in student
media

By the end of his career at
Ole Miss, Smith was more
than familiar with student
media. He said he did a little
bit of sports reporting for The
Daily Mississippian and start-
ed off working in the radio sec-
tion his freshman year before
joining the staff at the campus
television station, which was
called News12 at the time, as a
reporter and anchor.

“I learned to direct and edit
there,” Smith said. “Every-
thing that you have to do to be
in television news, we were do-
ing on a small scale in a learn-
ing way in Farley Hall back in
the day. It was invaluable.”

Smith quoted lines from a
poem that alumnus Frank E.
Everett Jr. wrote about Ole
Miss in the early 1970s.

“What is it that they say?
‘The university is respected,
but Ole Miss is loved. There
are many universities, but
there is only one Ole Miss.’
I carry that with me,” Smith
said. “My front-porch, South-
ern upbringing is very much a
part of who I am today.”

Smith said he wouldn’t have
been able to live out the in-
credible experience of writing
the first draft of history over
the past 30 years without all

that he learned and experi-
enced at Ole Miss.

“A lot of people just go to a
school and get an education
and move on,” Smith said.
“That’s not what happens at
Ole Miss. It’s part of our lives.
It’s part of the fabric of our
being. I'm never happier than
a fall day in the Grove or a
spring day at Swayze.”

Advice to aspiring
journalists

Smith said the best lesson
journalism students can learn
is to listen.

“I think that’s something
that’s instilled in us, partic-
ularly in Mississippi, may-
be better than other places,”
Smith said. “It’s been my ex-
perience, at least, that we have
a tradition of listening to our
elders and learning from pre-
vious generations.”

He also said that life in the
public eye, while rewarding,
can also be complicated in
many ways.

“Don’t get into this business
to get rich and famous,” Smith
said. “You may want the for-
mer. You probably don’t want
the latter, whether you know it
or not.”

Great leaders and extraordi-
nary opportunities at Ole Miss
are what Smith said he owes
his success to. While here, he
learned to listen, write, study
and have empathy for other
people’s situations.

“Everytime you report on
something someone is doing,
someone’s life is affected by
that,” Smith said. “Someone

is hearing that report. It’s re-
lated to the people on which
you'’re focusing. It’s important
to remember that we're talking
about people and individuals’
lives and situations, not just
about concepts.”

Smith’s career

After leaving Ole Miss in the
late ‘80s, Smith worked for
the NBC station in Panama
City, Florida, before moving
to Los Angeles to work as a
correspondent for a Fox News
affiliate. Around 20 years ago,
Smith was told he could move
from Los Angeles to New York
or find a job somewhere else,
so he moved to New York.

“The media capital of the
world is New York,” Smith
said. “I never really thought
about living here. New York
was — as it might be to some
Mississippians today — back
then in the ‘80s, it was this big
scary city to me.”

Smith said that as he moved
from city to city and became
more accustomed to urban
life, he realized he could be
happy in a city.

He joined Fox News as it
launched in 1996 and has
since covered stories all over
the world, including the 1999
Columbine school shooting,
Hurricane Katrina, Princess
Diana’s death and more.

Smith said some of the sto-
ries he is most proud of in his
career happened in his early
days of reporting.

“I really enjoyed that local
reporting, gumshoe report-
ing, that I did for 12 years or
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more,” Smith said. “I miss it
in many ways. I like being a
part of local reporting and lo-
cal community. There’s rich
reward in that.”

Smith recalled a memorable
story he covered in an Orlando
retirement community around
25 years ago. A group of men
had been driving around in
trucks offering free inspec-
tions of people’s’ roofs. After-
wards, they would intimidate
the elderly people a bit and tell
them the roof needed $2,000
of work, and they would write
a check.

“Of course, it was a scam,”
Smith said. “So we were able
to catch them and track them
down. Those sorts of people
helping people stories are fun.”

Handling criticism
Fox News is a conserva-
tive-leaning media company,
and Smith often faces criti-
cism from viewers for what
they consider to be conflicting

viewpoints between them-
selves and Smith.
“What we try to do is find out

what’s happening, get it right,
report the truth, and then if
people have opinions about
that one way or the other, then
they’re certainly entitled to
those, but I don’t concern my-
self with that,” Smith said.
Smith believes it’s a differ-
ence in perspective that affects
the way people react to a story.
“Sometimes, based on your
worldview, you’'ll see an accu-
rate report and it'll anger you,”
Smith said. “And sometimes,
based on your worldview,

youll see an accurate report
and it'll please you. Whether
you are pleased or angered is
not really my primary focus.”

He said it’s not a popularity
contest. The job Smith and his
team are faced with is deliver-
ing news in a fair way so that
people can make their own de-
cisions for their own lives.

“Other people come to the
table to tell you what they
think about things,” Smith
said. “I'm supposed to come
to the table and tell you how
things are, and that’s what we
work hard to do every day.”

Smith said he is proud of
all that Ole Miss has accom-
plished and of the opportunity
that the university gives stu-
dents to make Mississippi a
better place.

“It’s just vital, the work
that’s done at Ole Miss,” Smith
said. “We cannot find our-
selves in the position of lead-
ership in the state, if we want
to be, without the educational
experience that comes from
the flagship university of our
state.”

Smith said Ole Miss is grow-
ing at a record rate and suc-
cesses in the classroom are un-
paralleled in our university’s
history.

“Anything that you need
to prepare yourself for life,
you can find at Ole Miss,
I'm confident,” Smith said.
“I know you can, because I
was there and I experienced
it. And I know Ole Miss has
only gotten bigger and better
since I was there.”

VISIBILITY

continued from page 1

visibility in recent years, their
fight for equality is not over.
“I think that there has been
a lot more visibility of trans
people in recent years in
mainstream culture but not

as much understanding and
acceptance as I would like to
18] | S )
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see,” Harker said.

Harker cited the HB2 “bath-
room bill” in North Carolina,
one of the more prominent
topics of discourse in trans-
gender rights, as an example.

“The community struggles
combating stereotypes of sex-
ual deviance from lawmak-
ers,” Paola said.

To break these stereotypes,
Harker said people every-

where must be exposed to
those who are different from
them to realize that miscon-
ceptions and hate cause more
division than identity differ-
ences do.

“In my experience, trans
people are committed to liv-
ing their lives honestly, even
when that can come at great
personal cost, and they sim-
ply want to live without ha-

rassment or threat,” Harker
said.

Though this specific event
pertains to transgender peo-
ple and their struggle for
equality, UM Pride also rec-
ognizes that the trans com-
munity isn’t the only commu-
nity to struggle with gender
identity. Paola said there are
common misconceptions as-
sociated with agender and

genderqueer people, too.
“Gender is a very fluid con-
cept defined by a given culture
within a certain time,” Paola
said. “There are common-
ly held beliefs surrounding
‘womanhood’ and ‘manhood,’
which can cause discrimina-
tion toward anyone who is
gender non-conforming, es-
pecially transgender people.”

START TAKING CHARGE.
START HIGHER.
START UNBREAKABLE FRIENDSHIPS.
START OUT ON TOP.

START SHOWING THE WAY.

START GETTING AHEAD OF THE GAME.

START LEADING.

START STRONG.

Enrall in Army ROTC at Ole Miss to develop leadership skills and earn an
Army Officer's commission after graduation. Army ROTC also offers full-
tuition scholarships. With a start like that, there are no limits. To get
started, contact Scott Caldwell at 662-%15-T238 or email
caldwell@olemiss.edu

Basic Camp is a 28 day course at Ft. Knox, KY. All travel expenses are paid and students are paid to attend. Training includes physical fitness, land
navigation skills and leadership development. Successful completion of the course can result in a two-year scholarship.

2015, Paid for by the United States Army. Al rights reserved.
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LIFESTYLES

ETHEL MWEDZIWENDIRA
DESIGN EDITOR

This week | decided to change it up a little with the podcast column. With the three-day weekend approaching, | wanted to know what students on campus
were planning to listen to on their rides back home. From “Pod Save the World” to “The Daily,” here are some student favorites:

SUNDAY SCHOOL DROPOUTS WORKING

’ For my Easter trip, I'm probably going to

be listening to the podcast “Sunday School
Dropouts.” In this show, the two hosts — the
self-described "ex-Christian” Lauren and her
boyfriend, the “sort of Jew" — Niko — read
through the Bible, book by book, for the
first time. Throughout my childhood, | tried
countless times to read the Bible. | would
stay up all night struggling to finish a certain
book of the Bible or a certain chapter, and
I'm listening to this podcast right now to sort of supplement actual Bi-

ble reading. What | love about this show is that Lauren and Niko make it
extremely clear from the start of every episode that the show is not a Bible
study podcast, but they are simply trying to retell the events of each book
of the Bible exactly how the Bible tells them. Feels like a good fit for Easter!

" While | usually listen to a number of podcasts on
SORRAREN, My long drives home, | have begun to listen to
Workln "Working” by Slate. The poo!cagts look to un-
———g derstand how people do their different jobs and
e ' what brought them to choose such a career. The
series is usually organized by a theme, such as
“Baltimore,” “Animals,” “At the White House,”
and several people who work in different jobs
are profiled. | have come to enjoy the podcast
because it exposes listeners’ eyes to the different
careers that make our society operate, whether it be a bartender or a pediatric
neurosurgeon. One of my favorite episodes was “In Detroit: How Does the
Mayor’s Chief of Staff Work” because it opened my eyes to the predominant
issues faced by those respective residents and highlighted the different facets
of a municipality from the Chief of Staff's point of view.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

DROPOUTS

PHOTO COURTESY: ITUNES.COM

SLATE

PHOTO COURTESY: ITUNES.COM

— Adam Dunnells, sophomore English major — Alex Crouch, junior public policy major

SEE THEDMONLINE FOR MORE PODCAST RECOMMENDATIONS

Easter candies: Best, worst and questionable

MARY LIZ KING
ASSISTANT LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Easter is almost here, and if you're anything like me, you've already been filling up on all the seasonal Easter candies that have stocked grocery

store shelves since Valentine’s Day. Some candies are filled with weird gooey stuff, and others are too sweet, but no matter what size, shape or

filling, most people can agree that Easter candy tops the list for the best holiday candy in the game. So, whether you prefer Peeps or Reese’s
eggs, here's a list of the best and worst Easter candies:

BEST

Reese’s Peanut Butter Egg 9/10

A crowd favorite, Reese’s peanut butter egg takes the top spot.
This candy is delicious, and Reese’s knows how to keep it simple.
Peanut butter and chocolate is always the right combination.
The egg-shaped chocolate is wrapped in cute yellow packaging.
These candies provide just the right amount of sweetness, and

they are the perfect bite-size Easter treat. Anytime Reese’s tries to

spice up its shapes, it somehow never fails to get it right, and the
egg is no exception.

Cadbury Mini Eggs 8/10

A personal favorite. Bite-size mini eggs have a crunchy candy
shell and a yummy milk chocolate center. Cadbury hit a home run
with these sweet candies. They come in seasonal pastel colors,
and they are even shaped like mini eggs. What could be better?
These mini eggs are the rabbit hole of Easter candies; you can't
eat one without consuming the entire bag. So don’t mind me
while I'm stuffing my face with a bag of these — or 10.

Cadbury Creme Eggs 6/10
Cadbury scores another top spot on
the list. Honestly, it just knows what it's
doing when it comes to Easter candy.
The company’s creme eggs hold a place
in the "best” category, but only by a
little. A fan favorite, for sure, but the
mystery filling on the inside is strange,

and no one quite knows what it is, but

that doesn't stop this candy from be-
ing delicious and fun to eat. They can
lonly be eaten one at a time because
they are so sweet, but creme eggs are
still a yummy Easter treat.

WORST

Edible Easter Grass ?/10

OK, what? No one knows or understands why someone took the cute
paper grass that fills the bottom of Easter baskets and made it edible.
The most common flavors, green apple and banana, honestly taste like
sour, shredded strips of cardboard. I'm not sure what was going on when
this candy was created, but it absolutely does not work. Do everyone a
favor and stick with the decorative grass for Easter baskets this year.

Chocolate Bunnies (solid) 4/10

Chocolate bunnies are a classic Easter treat. Everyone has the typical
baby photos trying to stuff a huge chocolate Easter bunny down his or
her throat, making a huge mess. As delicious as pure chocolate tastes,
chocolate bunnies score a spot on the worst list. They're nearly impossi-
ble to eat, and there’s just no way to eat them without getting chocolate
everywhere. They also take forever to eat. Like, seriously, does anyone
ever really finish a solid chocolate bunny? If so, let me know, because he
or she deserves an award. Overall, this Easter candy is good in theory,
but there really is just no practical way to eat it.

Peeps 2/10
There are just some things that people automatically associate with
Easter, and Peeps are definitely one of them. Like candy corn at Hallow-

een, they’ll always be an Easter candy staple. But Peeps score a spot
on the worst list because they are utterly overrated. A
chunk of marshmallow covered in sugar — not good,
not good at all. Honestly, Peeps are so cute that you'd
hope they would taste as good as they look, but they
are sadly disappointing. Decorating, on the other hand,
is an excellent use of these cute Easter candies,
and they come in a wide variety of
animals and colors.

Whatever your favorite Easter treat is, don't forget to rush to the nearest grocery store Monday to catch those day-after-Easter candy discounts!

GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATIONS BY: EMILY HOFFMAN
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Yoknapatawpha Arts Council hosts March art crawl

MIRANDA GARDNER
STAFF WRITER

Itts local art fans’
favorite time of the month
again: Oxford’s very own
Yoknapatawpha Arts Council
hosted its monthly art crawl
Tuesday night as residents
came together to experience
the magnificent art their city
has to offer.

For this month’s celebra-
tion, the double-decker bus
took participants around
town to five locations: the
Powerhouse, Southside Gal-
lery, the University Museum,
Uptown Coffee and the Chan-
cellor’s House. Featuring art
forms ranging from quilting
to Greek and Roman antiq-
uities, this March art crawl
encompassed a wide variety
of work.

The art crawl’s central loca-
tion, the Powerhouse, is locat-
ed right off the Square. This
month, the crawl displayed a
large number of pieces cre-
ated by local K-12 students.

PHOTOS BY: ARIEL COBBERT

Members of the community view various pieces of art done by local artists and children at the Yoknapatawpha Arts Council's monthly Art Crawl on Tuesday.

The art was a beautiful rep-
resentation of the creativity
of youth in Oxford schools.
A crowd favorite piece was a
large, colorful penguin that
was drawn by a talented kin-
dergartner named Perchelle
Taylor.

the UM Museum, the Square, on campus and at the Powerhouse.

EDCI 648, EDSE 647, EDUC 555, OR PPL 492
Where the Wild Things Are: Public Lands | Durango, CO

People look at pieces of art at the Powerhouse during the Yoknapatawpha Arts
Council's monthly Art Crawl on Tuesday. A double decker bus made several stops at

Bars set up throughout the
crawl provided participants
with beverages, and the Pow-
erhouse put out a food table
so people walking through the
display could snack as they
worked their way through the
exhibit.

Also at the Powerhouse was
a live exhibit featuring Ox-
ford’s Hinge Dance Compa-
ny. The company gave a pre-
view of its new and upcoming
dances. A display of move-
ment and emotion, the per-
formance was both beautiful
and intriguing. Sophomore
Madelyn Birkelbach, and ac-
tive member of the company
said she thoroughly enjoyed
her first experience with an
Oxford art crawl Tuesday
night.

“Everyone involved has
been incredibly supportive
and great to work with. But
my favorite part of dancing
in the art crawl is the fact
that we get to interact with so
many new people and reach a
whole new audience,” Birkel-
bach said.

Another art crawl hot spot
was the Southside Gallery on
the Square. Here, the fabu-
lous quilting of Anne Strand
was showcased downstairs,
and an excellent collection

People ride on the double decker bus to various locations around Oxford during
the monthly Art Crawl on Tuesday. The bus made several stops at the UM Museum,
the Square, on campus and at the Powerhouse.

of student artwork was dis-
played upstairs.

Strand’s work, inspired by
the quilts her grandmother
used to make, consists of col-
orful multimedia pieces that
represent the feminine spir-
it as it has existed over time.
Many attendees found that
this spot was among their fa-
vorites on the crawl.

Uptown Coffee was a great
stop for a quick break be-
tween galleries. Though Up-
town always has art on dis-
play, it was particularly nice
to stop and take a moment to
admire the pieces as part of

the crawl.

Dietetics and nutrition
major Wallis Cronin perfect-
ly summed up this month’s
crawl.

“The great thing about the
monthly art crawl is that in
such a small town, it’s a spe-
cial thing to be able to get ev-
eryone together to appreciate
what local artists are bringing
to the table and working on,”
Cronin said. “Overall, it’s just
a comfortably enjoyable night
that you get to spend with
new and old friends, and it
just doesn’t get much better
than that.”

kjgates@olemiss.edu « Jackson Avenue Center, Suite H » (662) 915-2746 n ’

$900

SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE

Look under Financial Aid
on myOleMiss.

APPLY BY APRIL 5 FOR SUMMER 2018

OTHER SUMMER Il COURSES

sAoutreach.olemiss.edu/studvusa

Learn about the management of public lands by visiting the
San Juan National Forest, Canyons of the Ancients National
Monument, and Mesa Verde National Park.

BISC 380 or ENVS 399 in Arizona
IMC 353 in California

AUGUST COURSES

WRIT 398 in Nashville, TN

HST 490 in Salem, MA
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The Final Four in San Antonio

LOGAN CONNER

STAFF WRITER

This year’s NCAA Tour-
nament has been one for
the record books. From
Loyola-Chicago’s unlikely
Final Four run to UMBC’s

Loyola-Chicago
Ramblers
This year’s Final Four
consists of three blue-blood
programs and a Cinder-
ella story. The No.
11 seed Ramblers of

dominant upset of 1-seed Loyola-Chi-
Virginia, the tournament cago come
has earned its nickname into San

of “March Madness.” After Antonio on
an upset-filled first round, the heels
the second round exhibited £, qom-
just what we imagined: that .1t win
any team could fall. In fact, against
half of the bracket lost its Kansas

top two seeds in the first
weekend, which guaranteed
that a No. 3 seed or higher
would make the national
championship. Teams such
as Florida State and Kansas
State were able to shock but
not survive. For the Final
Four, however, a national
championship is very much
in sight.

State. In the
first three rounds,

the Ramblers won their
games by a combined four
points. Now, they turn their
focus to Michigan.

Even considering their
14-game win streak, the
greatest story behind the
Ramblers’ Cinderella run
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isn’t a player or their coach.
Team Chaplain Sister Jean
has captivated the world
over the past few weeks
as she has continued to be
the Ramblers’ biggest fan
through the tour-
nament. With
each game-win-
ning shot, this
team feels more
and more like
God’s
team.
With Sis-
ter Jean
on The
Ramblers’
side,

Loyola-Chicago’s success
thus far certainly appears to
be divinely guided. Howev-
er, God’s plan for the team
will certainly be tested as
they take the Wolverines.

Michigan Wolverines
After winning the Big

Ten tournament as a No. 4
seed, the Wolverines won
on a buzzer-beater in the
Round of
32 against
Hous-
ton and
continued
their success
with dom-
inant wins
against

determined to finish the job
this time.

Villanova Wildcats
On the other side of the

SPORTS

What’s yet to come?

and Duke) by four points
each, which bodes well for
Villanova. However, the
Jayhawks have two of the
best players in the country,

bracket, two Devonte’
powerhouse pro- Graham
grams will meet. and Malik
The Villanova Newman.
Wildcats proved Newman led
themselves to be the Jay-

a worthy 1-seed hawks with
as they ran 32 points in
through their their over-
region without time victory
trouble. After against

dominating Alabama in

the Round of 32, Villanova
controlled West Virginia
and Texas Tech on its way
to its second Final Four in
three years. The Wildcats
are the best team left in this
tournament and have the
most potent offense in the
nation, averaging 87 points
per game.

Led by national player of
the year candidates Jalen
Brunson and Mikal Bridges,
this is a team that has an
arsenal of offensive weap-

ons and lives
behind the
3-point line.
When this
team catches

fire, it is un-

stoppable,
making it the
favorite to

Texas

A&M and

Kansas State. Other than
Villanova, the Wolverines
might be the hottest team
left in the tournament. John
Beilein and the Wolverines
are in the midst of a 13-
game win streak and are
undoubtedly the favorite

to win on Saturday. This
Michigan team is as experi-
enced as any headed to San
Antonio and has the ability
to win it all. After losing in
the National Championship
five years ago, Michigan is

win its sec-
ond National
Championship in the past
three years.

Kansas Jayhawks

The Midwest region
is represented by
Kansas, which
beat Duke in
overtime Sun-
day afternoon.
Kansas has won
each of its last
three games
(against Seton
Hall, Clemson

Duke in the Elite Eight and
comes into this weekend
riding a hot streak.

Kansas has been one of
the most consistent teams
in recent memory, and it is
certainly no stranger to the
Final Four. However, this
season has tested Kansas
fans, for the team barely
escaped this season with its
14th straight Big 12 regu-
lar-season title. Though the
Jayhawks have played great
at times, they have also
struggled at times. How-
ever, if they continue to
perform like they have for
the last month, they could
easily find themselves play-
ing again Monday night.

The first Final Four bout
between Michigan and
Loyola Chicago is scheduled
to tip at 5:09 p.m. CST and
will be immediately fol-
lowed by the Kansas versus
Villanova matchup.
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It’s crunch time for Ole Miss basketball recruiting

MAISON BROOKS-TOLLEY
STAFF WRITER

With a new coaching staff
comes new challenges, and
in his first few weeks as
head coach of Ole Miss bas-
ketball, Kermit Davis has
experienced these challeng-
es firsthand. After meeting
with three-star recruit Ser-
rel Smith last week to dis-
cuss the future of the pro-
gram, coach Davis released
him from his letter of in-
tent, and Smith will reopen
his recruitment.

This week, another recruit
has followed suit. Three-
star recruit Anthony Hig-
gins was granted a release
from his letter of intent by
Ole Miss.

Though, on the surface,
this is not a positive turn,
the reality is that players
commit much in part to
coaching staffs, and with
changes comes reevalua-
tion.

Now that Ole Miss and
Davis have settled in and
seen where they stand with
Kennedy’s signees, where
do they go from here?

Despite coming in at a
disadvantage, Davis and his
staff have kept busy sending
out offers, conducting in-
home visits and evaluating
talent for the 2018 class and
beyond.

After only five days on the
job, coach Davis offered a
position to three-star small
forward Antavion Collum,
from Memphis. Collum, a
6-foot-7, 215-pounder Ten-
nessee Prep Academy star
has significant offers from
Florida, Georgetown, Iowa
State, Kansas State, Mary-
land, Memphis, Pittsburgh
and Western Kentucky.

Keeping with the height,
the Rebels are set to host re-
cently reclassified four-star
forward Blake Hinson. The
coveted forward from Sun-
rise Christian Academy in
Kansas checks in at 6-foot-
6, 230 pounds and holds of-
fers from Clemson, Florida
State, Memphis, Missouri,
SMU and Wichita State.

Though there is much un-
certainty in the class, coach
Davis and his staff received
good news last week when
junior college forward Zach
Naylor shared his intentions
to stay in the Rebel class

DM

FILE PHOTO: LOGAN CONNER

Ole Miss' new men's basketball head coach Kermit Davis speaks during his introductory press conference in The Pavilion

on Monday night.

and join the new head coach
in Oxford. The 6-foot-7
Houston native played cen-
ter for Weatherford College
this past season and was a
force to be reckoned with,
averaging 20 points and
nine rebounds per game in
the 2017-18 season. With
the Rebels losing Marcanvis
Hymon and Justas Furma-
navicius, forward depth is
pivotal for this year’s class,
and gaining Naylor is a big
win for Davis.

Following Naylor’s an-
nouncement, coach Davis
and his staff know where
their numbers sit for the
2018 class and can begin to
target other players on their
radar. These players include

Michael Barber and mem-
bers of Davis’ former Mid-
dle Tennessee signing class.

As a three-star small for-
ward, Barber is one name
that has been under the ra-
dar for most of the recruit-
ment cycle. The Jackson
Academy star holds notable
offers from Ole Miss, Bay-
lor, Georgia Tech, Missis-
sippi State, Ohio State and
UNLV. The 6-foot-7 Mis-
sissippi native is a top-five
player in Mississippi and
the No. 76 small forward
in the country. Despite his
impressive track record and
several college offers, Bar-
ber is in no hurry to make a
decision, so Davis will have
plenty of time to make his
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pitch.
Making the transition
from Murfreesboro to Ox-

ford, Davis will certain-
ly reach out to his former
Middle Tennessee class of
recruits, who happen to all
be from Georgia, and try
to sway them to make the
same decision to relocate.

K.J. Buffen is a top-200
player who holds many no-
table college offers. The
6-foot-7 three-star small
forward led Gainesville
High School to a 24-7 re-
cord this season and a state
runner-up finish.

Tye Fagan, a 6-foot-3
shooting guard, committed
to MTSU back in September
after offers from College of
Charleston, Georgia, Mer-
cer and South Florida. Fa-
gan averaged 25.3 points
per game for Upson-Lee
High School and would be a
nice addition to the Rebels’
back court.

The final member of Da-
vis’ former class is Carlos
Curry. A 6-foot-11 power
forward chose to squad up
with the Rebels’ new head
coach over other impressive
offers and take his talents to
MTSU. Curry average 13.9
points, 8.5 rebounds and
3.2 blocks per game in high
school and would provide
a much-needed paint pres-
ence.

Though it’s not impossible
that all three recruits follow
Davis to Oxford, there are
many questions surround-
ing their recommitment,
and after the new coach’s
recruiting efforts, there may
not be enough room.

Ultimately, the air is
cleared, and coach Davis
and his staff know where
they stand. With little time
to get their class in order,
it’s crunch time.
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APARTMENT FOR RENT

BETWEEN SQUARE AND CAMPUS
403 S. 5th. 2 spacious bedroom. 1
bath. $1010 month (662) 832-0117
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/ D, water, and ca-
ble included. No pets. 1 year lease.
Quiet atmosphere. Deposit required.
Call (662) 234-0000

TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bed-
room 1 bath w/ study. 2950 S. Lamar.
Single occupancy Ole Miss student
only! $510 (662) 832-0117

2 BEDROOM 1 BATH APARTMENT
off Chucky Mullins. Quiet area, W/ D
in unit. $800/ mo. Water and basic ca-
ble included. (662) 816-6219.
PEACEFUL COUNTRY SETTING
2.5 miles to square. 1 BDR 1 bath du-
plex, major appliances included $515
(662) 832-0117

HOUSE FOR RENT

WALK TO SQUARE 217A S.17th
2 bedroom 1 bath w/study. $880
(662) 832-0117

3 BD / 3 BA Newer homes in Coun-
tryview. 1.5 miles from campus. Pet
friendly. Available 8/8/18. $1100/ mo.
(662) 816-8171

320 B SOUTH 18TH ST. Nice 3 bed-
room/2 bath, hardwood floors, all ap-
pliances, fenced in backyard, patio.
$1200/ mo (662) 473-250

1BR/1BA 2BR/2BA 3BR/3BA Hous-
es for rent starting at $350 per person.
Includes all appliances, high speed
internet, expanded basic cable, water/
sewer, daily garbage pick-up and se-
curity system. (662) 236-7736
SPACIOUS TOWNHOUSE DUPLEX
2 bedroom 2.5 bath. All appliances,
granite counters, deck, balcony, many
amenities. 5.7 miles to campus. Avail-
able June. Parental guarantee re-
quired. $880 (662) 832-0117

1 BRM HOUSE 2 blocks from square.
1215 Adams. $520 (662) 832-0117
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No. 4 Ole Miss baseball hosts No. 5 Arkansas

CAROLINE MCCRAY
STAFF WRITER

Entering the weekend at No.
4, Ole Miss baseball hosts No.
5 Arkansas in the first game of
a three-game series tonight at
Swayze Field.

Ole Miss comes into the se-
ries with recent history on its
side. The last time these two
teams faced one another was
in April of the 2016-17 season,
when the Rebels won a series
that included 9-1 and 4-1 wins,
and they have not lost a two-
out-of-three to the Razorbacks
since the 2014-15 season at
Baum Stadium in Fayetteville.

History aside, both teams
have had notable 2018 sea-
sons and are evenly matched
in terms of talent. Ole Miss cur-
rently holds a 23-3 overall re-
cord and has only lost one game
at home this year. Arkansas has
a record of 18-7 but matches
Ole Miss’ 4-2 record in confer-
ence play.

However, Ole Miss marks Ar-
kansas’ third consecutive SEC
opponent ranked fourth or bet-
ter nationally. Arkansas opened
SEC play two weekends ago
and swept then-No. 4 Kentucky
at Baum Stadium before losing
two of three to the No. 2 Gators
in Gainesville.

After winning series against
Tennessee and then No. 12 Tex-
as A&M, Ole Miss comes off an
impressive comeback win in its
game against No. 14 Southern
Mississippi on Tuesday night.
Ole Miss was down 5-0 by the
third inning but rallied back
to take the game 7-6 behind

PHOTO BY: TAYLAR TEEL

Michael Spears throws a ball from deep in the outfield during Tuesday’s game against Southern Miss. The Rebels defeated the Golden Eagles 7-6.

a Thomas Dillard three-run
home run. Dillard is riding a 15-
game hitting streak and looks to
extend his streak to 16 games
Thursday night.

Additionally, the midweek
victory marked the first time the
Rebels came back from a 5-0
deficit since their game against

NOW ACCEPTING

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING

Kentucky on May 14, 2016.

In Tuesday’s game, sopho-
more Greer Holston picked up
his first win of the season on his
ninth relief appearance, and
Parker Caracci earned his
fourth save of the season,
which now puts him only
two behind the team leader,

Rated#1
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Dallas Woolfolk.

Arkansas comes off of a sim-
ilar win Tuesday night when it
beat the Memphis Tigers 8-7
in a game that traded leads five
times. Redshirt senior Carson
Shaddy had a big game that
ended with three RBIs. This is
the fifth game this season that
Shaddy has had three or more
RBIs, and in his past 12 games,
he holds a .419 average on 18
hits, with 13 RBIs and four
home runs. There is no doubt
the 5-foot-11 infielder will be a

tough hitter for the Rebel staff
to pitch around.

Casey Martin is another Ar-
kansas player the Rebels need
to watch out for. Thus far, in
his first season with the Ra-
zorbacks, the freshman from
Lonoke, Arkansas, has a .346
average with 27 hits and seven
home runs.

The first pitch for Thursday’s
game is scheduled for 6:30
p-m. CST. All of the games in
this series will be streamed on
SEC Network+.
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Over 40 Years of Experience

Hon. Dwight N. Ball

Attorney at Law Since 1971

Defen

Ex

f Person

har I arr

for: DUI,
Public Drunk, MIP, Disorderly Conduct, Fake L.D.,
Resisting Arrest, Petty Larceny, Possession of Drugs and
Paraphernalia, and ALL OTHER CRIMINAL

MISDEMEANORS
ungement of Criminal Misdemeanors

Appointments
Available 7 Days a Week

662-234-7777

dwightnball@dwightnball.com

104 Courthouse Square

(Downtown)

Oxford, Mississippi 38655
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