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OPD charges UM student with rape, kidnapping

LANA FERGUSON
THEDMNEWS@GMAIL.COM

One mother is speaking out
in hopes of helping others
after her daughter, an Ole
Miss student, was kidnapped
and raped last week.

The woman’s mother, who
requested The Daily Mis-
sissippian not release her
name, spoke with The DM in
a phone interview Tuesday
evening.

“My hope is that eventu-
ally other women won’t feel
shame when things like this
happen to them and will un-

derstand through eventually
the voice of my child — at the
moment, she’s not in the po-
sition where she can identi-
fy herself — but understand
through myself or other peo-
ple who have made public
comments regarding these
circumstances that it’s OK
to step forward and abuse
of this nature should not be
something a victim finds to
be shameful at all. It’s not,”
the mother said.

She said she and her
daughter are pleased with
how the on-campus resourc-

es, including Title IX and
the Dean of Students Office,
have handled the situation,
but thinks it’s important to
talk publicly about what her
family is going through to
raise awareness and educa-
tion, which are important
in preventing this from hap-
pening to other people.

“I likened it to if some-
one shoots you in the foot,
you’re going to press charges
against them for shooting
you in the foot, and you're
not going to be even remote-
ly ashamed to do so,” the

mother said. “If someone
holds you against your will,
beats you black and blue,
and proceeds to rape you by
every definition of the law
in the state of Mississippi,
then you need to step for-
ward, and you should not be
ashamed to do that.”

Both women hope that this
will never have to happen to
someone else and that her
story can help with that.

“My daughter has said re-
peatedly, so I will summa-
rize her own words. She has
repeatedly said she’s aware

that this #MeToo Movement
exists, but for her, it is #Nev-
erAgain and #NotYouEither.
She is a very, very strong
person for stepping forward.
She is now the bravest per-
son I know.”

Ole Miss student Dustin
McGee, a 20-year-old the-
ater arts major from Bran-
don, was charged with kid-
napping and rape last week.
He was taken into police
custody last Wednesday and
transported to the Lafayette

SEE SEXUAL ASSAULT PAGE 4
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Ray Hawkins stands in front of a University Police Department vehicle. Hawkins was recently named the newest Chief of Police.

BLAKE ALSUP
THEDMNEWS@GMAIL.COM

Ray Hawkins has worked closely with
students at Ole Miss as a member of the
University Police Department for more
than two decades and has now transi-
tioned to his new position as UPD chief.

After a hiring search spanning nearly
two months, the university announced
April 1 that Hawkins had been selected
for the job.

He began his career with UPD as a
patrolman in December 1996 and several

years later graduated from Ole Miss in
2001 with a bachelor’s degree in public
administration with an emphasis in
criminal justice.

“T started here years ago. I left school,
had a family and got into law enforcement
and decided it was a good time to go back
to school,” Hawkins said. “The opportuni-
ty presented itself to come here, so I came
here. Of course, the university has some
educational benefits that were really help-
ful, so I was able to utilize those benefits to
finish my degree.”

Having worked and been a part of

IN THIS ISSUE...

the Ole Miss community for 22 years,
Hawkins has seen plenty of innovation at
the university.

“I've been here for a long time, so I've
had the chance to see a lot of different
things here on campus and see the uni-
versity grow not only in facilities but in the
student population,” Hawkins said.

Hawkins said he has seen new build-
ings like the Gertrude C. Ford Center,
The Pavilion and the Robert C. Khayat
Law School go up and other buildings like

SEE HAWKINS PAGE 3

UM hosts
8th annual
magazine
conference

TAYLOR VANCE
THEDMNEWS@GMAIL.COM

The Magazine Innovation
Center is hosting the eighth
annual ACT Experience Con-
ference at the University of
Mississippi, which started
yesterday. ACT, which stands
for amplify, clarify and testify,
was first designed to promote
the future of print journalism
and the magazine industry in
a digital age of journalism and
communications.

Industry leaders such as
magazine editors, publishers
and professors of media will
descend on the Ole Miss cam-
pus to meet students and de-
liver presentations through-
out the conference. Samir
Husni, the organizer of the
event, said the conference was
started in 2010 as a way to in-
novate the print industry. His
aim is “creating an experience
that would combine the future
industry leaders with the cur-
rent industry leaders.”

Husni said the event has
garnered so much attention
from the magazine industry
that this year’s conference has
the most sponsors and speak-
ers of any ACT Experience
Conference so far. The con-
ference has enough sponsors

SEE ACT CONFERENCE PAGE 3
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DANIEL PAYNE
THEDMOPINION@GMAIL.COM

The steady approach of fi-
nals week can be seen both
in the dread-filled eyes of
students around campus and
in the dark bags under their
eyes.

The weeks leading up to fi-
nals usually mean finishing a
few more tests and projects
before final exams themselves.
This is stressful enough, but it
must be coupled with study-
ing months’ worth of material
for huge tests that are quickly
approaching.

For many students, this
means a lot of work. Hours
of caffeine-fueled work with
breaks only long enough to
change locations overtake the
normal flow of student life.

There is little time for social-
izing and even less time for
sleep.

Is this the right approach,
though? What if rest is actu-
ally the key to productivity?

That is Alex Soojung-Kim
Pang’s theory in his book
“Rest: Why You Get More
Done When You Work Less.”
Pang, a sociologist and histo-
rian, states that the techno-
logical age’s promise of less
work through more efficiency
has actually been replaced by
the nightmare of never leav-
ing work behind.

This is especially true for
college students. Most work
is done in dorms, apartments
and coffee shops. There is al-
most no physical or temporal
separation between work and
the rest of life.

Under the guise of conve-
nience and comfort, working
from any place and at any
time has caused students to
work long, distracted hours.
These hours often replace
healthy sleep schedules and
free time.

Resting entails more than
just sleeping, according to re-
search. Walking, meditating,
traveling or spending time

with friends can all give the
brain much-needed space to
decompress and enjoy other
aspects of life.

This is why the Harvard
Business Review concluded
that giving employees vaca-
tion time offered a positive
return on investment 94 per-
cent of the time, given the va-
cation was moderately relax-
ing.

The same can be said for
the relationship between an
individual’s rest and produc-
tivity, according to Pang.

A short walk in the middle
of studying, for example, may
give the brain new surround-
ings and stimuli, allowing
it to explore new ideas and
solutions to problems that
previously seemed impossi-
ble. This boost in creativity is
a notable advantage for any
student.

Meditation, though it takes
a different approach, is also
a beneficial form of rest. Psy-
chologist Marc Wittmann has
even shown that higher rates
of meditation correlate posi-
tively with a person’s percep-
tion of time. In other words,
stopping to focus deeply on
the present moment can

of rest

make your day seem longer.

Enjoying life in a way that
does not pertain to normal
work can be considered rest
in itself. Spending time with
friends or family or taking
time to experience something
new can both make exam
weeks more bearable and help
improve one’s performance.

It seems counterintuitive
to spend valuable work time
relaxing to gain more creativ-
ity or presence, but research
supports the claim that peo-
ple’s rest is valuable to their
productivity.

However, rest can be more
than just a tool to increase
productivity. It can also be a
part of enjoying life as it hap-
pens instead of always look-
ing to the next goal or accom-
plishment.

Feeling that there is more
to life than tests or one’s GPA
and enjoying the journey it-
self as much as one’s success-
es can lead to more life sat-
isfaction. This exam season,
don’t forget to rest up.

Daniel Payne is a
sophomore journalism
major from Collierville,

Tennessee.
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Miller and Guess Hall go down.

One event that sticks out in
his mind is a Hurricane Katrina
fundraiser on campus in 2005.

“Right after Katrina, another
sort of big event was Mississip-
pi Rising, which was a concert
held at the Tad Smith Coliseum,”
Hawkins said. “It was a relief
concert for Hurricane Katrina,
so that event drew a lot of big
stars to our campus. I can re-
member Faith Hill and Samuel
L. Jackson.”

Another notable event Haw-
kins witnessed and assisted with
was the first presidential debate
of the 2008 election between
former President Barack Obama
and Sen. John McCain on the
Ole Miss campus.

“I was assistant chief during
that time, and we were transi-
tioning between chiefs, so I vol-
unteered to serve as the security
liaison for the university and sort
of coordinate security in con-
junction with the Secret Service
for the presidential debate, so
that was a big one,” Hawkins
said.

Hawkins said the best part of
his job is working with students
and helping them grow and de-
velop.

“That’s the thing about our
population — the faces change,
but they’re still going to be be-
tween 17 and 25, with some even
older,” Hawkins. “So they’re
going to be young adults, and
they’re still going to bring the
challenges that young adults
bring. And, of course, theyre
going to bring the successes that
young adults bring.”

He said UPD rarely has to deal
with bad student behavior and
that only a small percentage of
students fall into that category.

“For the most part, the inter-
actions that we have with our
students, theyre good,” Haw-
kins said. “I would say that 95
percent of our students are de-
voted to their studies, and they
don’t really have an encounter
with UPD.”

Hawkins is from Water Val-
ley and still lives there near his
family with his wife of almost 30
years, Kathleen. They have twin
sons who are in their 30s and a
17-year-old daughter. One son,
Brandon, is a barber and the oth-
er, Raymond, is the assistant vice
president of operations at Me-
chanics Bank. Hawkins’ daugh-
ter, Ta"Nia, is a junior at Water
Valley High School.

Having worked for the Water
Valley Police Department for
five-and-a-half years before join-
ing UPD, Hawkins has seen the
ways law enforcement functions

Quality Antique &
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in a small town versus on a uni-
versity campus.

“I guess both sides have their
benefits and rewards,” Hawkins
said. “You can really see the im-
pact. There was a time maybe
15 or 16 years ago when I was
supervisor of our housing unit,
so every night from 10 p.m. to
6 am., I was in the residential
halls.”

He still hears from some of
those students all these years lat-
er. Several former students even
called Hawkins to congratulate
him when they found out he had
been promoted to chief.

“Those are the relationships
that you can build by being in this
environment,” Hawkins said.
“And I know because they still
have and affection for me and
they still check on me. I know
that at some point, some way,
somehow, I impacted them.”

He said one of the challenges
that comes along with working
with young people on a college
campus is helping officers un-
derstand the dynamic between
themselves and students and
how they fit in with the universi-
ty’s overall environment.

“Our officers, they go to the
same police academy, receive
the same certification as an offi-
cer anywhere in the state of Mis-
sissippi, but the way we police
is a little bit different,” Hawkins
said. “We’re so focused on com-
munity policing and relation-
ship-building that you have to
really understand what our ob-
jective is here.”

Hawkins uses the phrase “ed-
ucation before enforcement” as
a way to explain to officers that
students do make mistakes, but
while they’re receiving an edu-
cation inside the classroom, they
can also be educated outside of
it. Hawkins said that outside
education is what UPD can con-
tribute to by helping students
understand the ramifications of
their behavior and giving them
information to make better deci-
sions moving forward.

He said the department is

Beouliful Circa 1910 Vicloran home in
Downtown Aberdeen. Loned Commercial,
5Bd. 2 Ba. Plus exkva 1 oc. Commercial Lot.

PHOTO BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN
Ray Hawkins talks about his life prior to being named the Chief of Police at Ole
Miss. Hawkins served four years in Water Valley before moving to Oxford.

hoping to increase its social me-
dia presence in an effort to reach
students and keep them in-
formed about what UPD is doing
in the community.

“I have a 17-year-old daugh-
ter,” Hawkins said. “She doesn’t
call me to tell me anything. If
she wants to talk, she texts, so
in order to communicate with
students, you've got to use the
same medium that they’re using
to communicate.”

The most rewarding part of
the job for Hawkins is and al-
ways has been the ability to help
people.

“Police work is about a life of
service, and when you devote
yourself to wanting to serve the
community, then you really want
toknowthat, attheend of the day,
you made a difference,” Hawkins
said. “Some officers don't really
experience it their whole career,
but I can see it almost daily. (You
see it) when you come in contact
with students and you have
conversations and see how they
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ACT CONFERENCE

continued from page 1

this year that the university
doesn’t have to provide any
money for the event.

“The important thing about
the entire event is we make
money from this event,” Hus-
ni said. “We raise enough
money for the event that it
does not cost the universi-
ty a penny. In fact, we make
enough money to run the en-
tire program for next year.”

Husni said the event has be-
come recognized throughout
the nation and has brought a
more positive connotation to
Mississippi by transforming
how people view the state.

“One of the people in New
York told me that when they
used to talk about Mississippi
in the media circles, the first
thing that came to mind was
always about race and inte-
gration,” Husni said. “Now
whenever they hear the word
‘Mississippi’ in the media
circles in New York, the first
thing that comes to mind is
magazines.”

President of Precision
Media Group Bo Sacks is a
speaker at the conference and
said the conference is some-
thing he always looks forward
to because he has made many
friends and new connections
at the conference.

“As a man who attends a
dozen media conferences
a year, I always think Hus-
ni’s ACT Experience at the
University of Mississippi is
among the best,” Sacks said.
“There is no other event that
mixes students and profes-

and thoughtful environment.”

Senior integrated market-
ing communications major
Aja Bell is pursuing an op-
tional specialization in maga-
zine management. She is vol-
unteering at the conference
and also picking up two of
the ACT Experience speakers
from the airport.

“This is my first experience
with the ACT Experience, and
I'm really excited about this,”
Bell said. “I'm looking for-
ward to interacting with mag-
azine industry leaders.”

The Samuel Talbert Silver
Em Award, named after a
former chair of the journal-
ism department, is awarded
annually to either a native
Mississippian with a distin-
guished journalism career or
to a journalist who has ex-
celled in journalism in Mis-
sissippi.

This year, the recipient of
the award is Newell Turner,
editor-in-chief of the Hearst
Design Group. Turner earned
his bachelor’s degree in jour-
nalism and Southern studies
with advanced work spe-
cializing in magazine design
from the University of Missis-
sippi in 1982. He is a current
member of the American So-
ciety of Magazine Editors and
a trustee on the board of the
New York School of Interior
Design.

The calendar of events for
the conference will conclude
Thursday, April 19, when
participants will travel to
the Mississippi Delta to tour
the Delta Blues Museum and
sit down for dinner at the
Ground Zero Blues Club in
Clarksdale.
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SEXUAL ASSAULT

continued from page 1

County Detention Center.

His bond was set at
$20,000 by a judge, made
up of $10,000 for the rape
charge and $10,000 for the
kidnapping charge. He has
since posted bond.

Oxford Police Department
tweeted McGee’s mugshot
last week, saying the depart-
ment took a report regarding
a kidnapping and rape April
10 and he was arrested April
11 after investigation. The
survivor provided investiga-
tors with McGee’s name.

The survivor’s mother
reached out to media outlets,
telling the publications the
bond set for McGee was ex-
tremely low and she worries
about her daughter’s safety.

The mother told the Clar-
ion Ledger her daughter did
not know McGee well, but
they were leaving a party at

the same time Monday night
and he offered to share a ride
with her and have it reroute
through campus to drop her
off.

The mother said her daugh-
ter didn’t realize where she
was until the Uber arrived at
the suspect’s house, and he
told her to come inside and
wait for another Uber there.

He then locked her daugh-
ter inside and “beat, bit and
raped her,” according to
the mother, who provided a
medical report showing her
daughter had bruises and
hematomas on her neck,
breasts, abdomen, genitals,
legs and knees and was bit-
ten on her left breast.

The mother said the at-
tack lasted an hour, until the
suspect passed out and her
daughter was able to escape.
She then hid behind a car un-
til she could call an Uber and
went to a doctor first thing in
the morning.

OPD later tweeted again
about the case, “We have al-

NOW LEASING
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FREE high speed internet
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FREE daily trash pickup
FREE security system
FREE lawn maintenance

FREE 24hr emergency line
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Stove/Oven
Refrigerator
Washer & Dryer
Dishwasher

Your House. Your Bath. Your Rules.

Come by our office at 169 CR 149
(next to Keystone Cottages)
662.236.7736 or 662.632.2428

PHOTO COURTESY: OXFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT

Dustin McGee's mugshot

ready had other people reach
out with information or past
encounters with McGee.”

OPD Maj. Jeff McCutch-
en said the department has
had at least two other people
reach out.

“Idon’t believe any of those
at this time are Oxford cases,
but we are still working with
the victims to be sure,” he
said in an interview with The
Daily Mississippian on Mon-
day morning. “We have also
helped get them in contact,
if they wanted, with the ap-
propriate agency. There have
been some conversations
where we just gave advice or
we listened, but there were
others where they wanted
to proceed further, and it
just wasn’t our case, but we
helped them get in contact
with who they needed to.”

He said he thinks this is
only the first or second time
the department has had oth-
er alleged survivors come
forward through social me-
dia platforms. OPD and oth-
er agencies are learning that
a lot of times when dealing
with sexual assault cases,
there are often more survi-
vors of assaults committed

by the same suspect who
have yet to come forward.

“Because of that, we’re
trying to look at avenues to
give victims an opportunity
to speak,” he said. “I think
as great as social media is,
we’ve got to use that tool to
give people that opportu-
nity. Them speaking with
someone could be the door
that leads to them later on
coming forward to address
that criminal activity. We
can’t close the door on that
— we've got to give them an
opportunity to speak.”

McCutchen said this case
will be heard by the grand
jury in May unless any new
evidence or circumstances
arise.

“It’s very fortunate that a
case like that, it can be heard,
then the process can begin,”
he said. “It’s great for us if
we can get that on the docket
in May and go ahead get that
in the grand jury’s hands; we
can get that ball rolling.”

McCutchen said that when
a sexual assault case arises
in Oxford and involves a stu-
dent, the protocol is to con-
tact someone in Title IX and
Violence Prevention Office.

CELFBRATING FOO0D. MUSIC & THE ARTS

o

EE ;Doukﬁe Decke

<tL- | OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI

FRIDAY, APRIL 27

6:00-7:00PM - LIZ BRASHER

SATURDAY, APRIL 28

7:00-8:00PM - HANDMOUTH

1:00-2:00PM - DON BRYANT

PRESENTED BY
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23%° ANNUAL DOUBLE DECKER ARTS FESTIVAL
Music LINEUP

8:00-9:00PM - THE DELTA SAINTS
7:00-8:00PM - THACKER MOUNTAIN RADIO HOUR

8:30-10:00PM - CoLD WAR KiIDs

5:30-6:30PM - WHITEY MORGAN
4:00-5:00PM - TANK AND THE BANGAS
2:30-3:30PM - SQUIRREL NUT ZIPPERS

11:30AM-12:30PM - COMO MAMAS
10:15-11:15AM - SHARDE THOMAS RISING STAR FIFIE AND DRUM

ART AND FOoOD VENDING — SAT. APRIL 28 10AM-5:30PM

PLEASE NOTE: NO COOLERS! Friday, April 27 at 4am any cars left on North Lamar and Monroe Ave. will be towed. Saturday, April 28 at 4am any cars left
on the Square, North Lamar, South Lamar, Van Buren, East Jackson and any City of Oxford or county parking lot will be towed.

*Double Decker Arts Festival and Gty of Oxford are not responsible for any towing fees*

ObeMlss

ATHLETICS
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The Title IX Office deferred
questions to the University
Communications Office.

Vice Chancellor for Stu-
dent Affairs Brandi Heph-
ner LaBanc said she cannot
speak to what point the case
is at within the university’s
process. She said a lot of the
process can be dependent
on what the complainant
involved wants, but the uni-
versity does have the option
to move forward with cases
without the complainant if
the Title IX investigator and
others involved with the case
feel it warrants that.

“Really, at that point, it’s
reported with the universi-
ty, the students (both com-
plainant and respondent) are
educated on resources and
options and it’s really up to
the complainant as to where
they want to take it from that
point.”

“We take any report of
sexual misconduct serious-
ly, and we offer support
and guidance for individu-
als involved and impacted
by those situations,” Heph-
ner LaBanc said. “I'm really
thankful for Oxford Police
Department. They take these
reports very seriously, and I
think we have good law en-
forcement partners in our
community with Lafayette
County as well as Oxford.”

Anyone with any further
information is asked to call
the Oxford Police Depart-
ment at 662-232-2400.

MORE RESOURCES

The University of
Mississippi's Title IX Office
number: 662-915-1059

Violence Prevention Office
number: 665-915-1059

National Sexual Assault
Telephone Hotline number:
1-800-656-HOPE (4673)

UMSAFE.OLEMISS.EDU has
more resources for the Ole
Miss campus.

SENIOR
HoNoRrs THEsIs
PRESENTATION

Elizabeth Hocevar

B.A. 1N PusBLic PoLicy
LEADERSHIP

“Higher Education
and Labor Standards:
Adapting to Overtime
Regulations at the
University of Mississippi”
Directed by Dr. Melissa Bass
Wednesday, April 18
at 3:00 pm
Odom Hall

Conference Room

The defense is open to the public.

If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

34371
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Oxford food trucks face growing competition

JUSTIN DIAL

ROBIN BRETT
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

YoknapaTaco has been
serving Ole Miss students
along the right field wall at
Swayze Field since 2015, but
the steady growth of food
trucks’ popularity in Oxford
has resulted in increased
competition.

LB’s Meat Market now op-
erates a truck, Fergndan’s
has a truck that sets up on
University Avenue and the
YoknapaTaco truck has be-
come a staple for students at
Rebel baseball games.

LB’s Meat Market has
been in Oxford since 2008,
and since then, it’s gotten
new ownership along with
recently obtaining its own
food truck.

“We’ve had to get per-
mits and work with the city
of Oxford to try and get set
up,” said Greg Jones, owner
of LB’s. “We’ve had the food
truck open for about eight
months. We usually set up
between Soulshine and Ab-
ner’s.”

While LB’s has experi-
enced success in the past few
months with its food truck,
it is looking to expand even
further. It currently spon-
sors the Ole Miss baseball
and softball teams and has
for a few years now. How-
ever, despite its close rela-
tionship with baseball, the
truck is not allowed to set up
alongside the YoknapaTaco

truck in right field.

“Of course we would love
to set up in right field,”
Jones said. “We’ve had a lot
of people ask why we haven’t
set up. That’s not our call.
That’s Centerplate’s call.”

Ole Miss Dining Services
is responsible for the dining
services provided on cam-
pus, such as the Student
Union, The Pavilion, Rebel
Market, P.O.D. Markets and
Starbucks. However, Center-
plate provides food services
for all Ole Miss sporting
events, including baseball. It
works with the university to
determine what food trucks,
if any, will be allowed at
Swayze. It currently has an
agreement with Yoknapa-

Taco that runs through the
2018 season.

“Baseball is really im-
portant to us because we've
established a good relation-
ship with all the players and
coaches,” Jones said. “Is it
hard for me to sit here, watch
the taco truck set up in right
field whenever there’s the
fourth-largest crowd at the
stadium? Yeah, that’s real
hard for me.”

YoknapaTaco is current-
ly the only food truck per-
mitted to operate in right
field, even though Ole Miss
already experimented with
multiple trucks prior to
2015.

“When we had multiple
food trucks out there three

e
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years ago, no one compa-
ny made money. When we
first started doing it, we had
three or four trucks. It’s not
a big enough market to sus-
tain more than one truck,”
said Darren Hubbard, re-
gional general manager of
Centerplate.

Jones said he feels a two-
truck system would work to
improve the fan experience,
especially considering the
outstanding attendance the
Rebels have been getting
this year.

“I know theyre redoing
right field, and there’s not
a lot of room,” Jones said.
“We’ve been told that having
two trucks out there would
be too much, and we’ve also

been told that we would be
selling similar products to
the concessions.”

Jones said he will contin-
ue to pursue a spot for his
truck in right field and is
hopeful that his relationship
with the baseball program
will benefit him in doing so.
LB’s won’t be at Swayze this
year, but its status for next
season and beyond is still up
in the air.

“I'm more than willing to
look at other options next
year,” Hubbard said. “Every
year, we go into the review
process with Ole Miss Ath-
letics and look at what we
want to do differently. At
that moment, YoknapaTa-
co was still interested, and
they’'ve been a very good
partner to us for three years
now.”

In most places, food truck
regulations are a lot less
strict than in Oxford. In
Austin, Texas, for example,
one could see 10 food trucks
within a square mile. Oxford
also places food trucks un-
der restaurant regulations,
rather than food truck reg-
ulations, which makes it
harder for food truck owners
to operate.

“There’s just so many rules
and regulations you have
to go through here,” Jones
said. “We had to put in an
$1,800 suppression system,
and we don’t even need it,
but they’re going by restau-
rant guides instead of food
truck guides.”

Film delivers message of love,

BROCK HUERKAMP
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

High school romantic come-
dies have been a tired and over-
done genre for decades. A film
has been desperately needed
to come and breathe new life,
authenticity and heart into this
godforsaken space. “Love, Si-
mon” does just that.

Simon has the perfect life.
He has a great family, amaz-
ing friends and good grades.
There’s just one thing: Simon is
gay and struggling to come out
to the world.

However, Simon’s life comes
to a complete halt when an
anonymous writer posts to the
school’'s “Gossip  Girl’-style
website and announces that he,
too, is gay. Simon is immediate-
ly enamored, both identifying
with the mysterious “Blue” and
longing to find someone like
him in his hometown.

As Simon corresponds with
Blue, detailing growing up
knowing he was gay and slow-
ly putting together the pieces
of Blue’s identity, he finds the

safety of his own secret threat-
ened.

This movie tackles the tried-
and-true genre of coming-of-
age stories by implanting a
timely and important topic into
the center: a high school boy
struggling to come out.

What sets “Love, Simon”
apart from other gay films in
the last few years, such as “Call
Me by Your Name,” is its atten-
tion to the sole issue of coming
out, not the journey of discover-

PHOTO COURTESY: NPR

ing one’s sexuality.

Simon already knows that he
is gay, which the movie briefly
explains in a hilarious montage
and leaves it at that. No other
mention of it comes up for the
rest of the movie.

Even more importantly, the
movie handles Simon’s coming
out perfectly, making necessary
points to the audience along the
way: the unfairness that only
non-straight individuals have
to “come out,” that many times

acceptance, courage

people are forced to come out,
and the desire to just “ride out”
the secret until it gets easier and
the intricacies of the possible
repercussions that coming out
presents.

However, the movie never
preaches to the audience. It
presents these ideas and points
through the characters’ dia-
logue, voiceover and the actors’
expert performances.

“Love, Simon” is both a mov-
ie with a message and so much
more at the same time. It is a
hilarious, heartwarming and
endearing movie that moves
you in the deepest parts of your
soul. It manages to pull empa-
thy from the audience, some-
thing that even expert filmmak-
ers struggle with at times.

It is not a movie that sits you
down and screams a message at
you. It takes you on a journey, a
metaphorical Ferris wheel ride,
that lets the audience find the
message in the story and char-
acters.

It doesn’t tell you — it shows
you. It makes you feel what Si-
mon feels. It makes you identify

and experience, something that
could potentially change an au-
dience member’s understand-
ing of what it means to be gay.

Although Simon is extreme-
ly privileged — he comes from
white suburbia, has amazing
friends, ultra-liberal parents, a
storybook sister and is relative-
ly popular — the movie manages
to prove a very important point.

Even when everything is
perfect and the repercussions
aren’t that drastic, the pres-
sure of holding onto such a big
secret can feel like the end of
the world, especially when it all
comes out — pun intended. It’s a
very teenage theme. Many peo-
ple, gay or not, feel that, and the
movie makes you experience
it with Simon, which is what
makes the ending feel entirely
deserved.

“Love, Simon” is a triumph
— it’s as simple as that. It is a
landmark film, showing that
movies with lead characters
who are gay and exclusively
about the gay experience
are acceptable and, most
importantly, necessary.
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Rebel softball hopes to bounce back against ULM

BENTON DODD
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM

Ole Miss will look to
bounce back after narrow-
ly avoiding being swept at
home against 19th-ranked
Mississippi  State, los-
ing two of a three-game
homestand earlier in the
week. The Rebels will host
the University of Louisi-
ana-Monroe Warhawks to-
day at 6 p.m.

After a hot start, Rebel
softball struggled mightily
in the middle of the season,
dropping eight of 10 at one
point, relegating the once-
top 10 team to last in the
SEC. With only the top 12
teams getting an invitation
to the SEC Tournament,
the defending-champion
Rebels look to build mo-

PHOTO BY: MARLEE CRAWFORD

Players cheer on a batter from the dugout during the Rebels win over Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College in the fall ball game last year.

I CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

+PR(EE + PUZZZ

Join Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™
Loyalty Program and Earn a FREE PIZZA For
Each Six $10 or More Qualifying Online Orders.

®

Domino's Piece of the Pie Rewards™ is open only
to US residents 13+ with a Pizza Profile™ account
who order online from participating Domino's®
locations. Point redemption only valid online at

participating locations. *Limit one order of $10 or
more (excludes gratities) per calendar day can
eam points. For complete details visit dominos.com/
rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tp paid to

driver. Drivers carry less than $20.©2017 Domino's
IP Holder LLC. Domino's®, Domino's Pizza® and the
modular logo are registered trademarks of Domino's
IP Holder LLC.
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SOLUTION TO 4.16.2018 PUZZLE

ACROSS jellyfish
1 Spouse 65 Neighbor of Syr.
5 Rock concert venue 66 Apathy

10 Pasture 67 Sleeveless garment

13 Goddess of discord 68 Mystery writer

14 Roof of the mouth Josephine

16 Business abbr. 69 Lost

17 Lady 70 Nabisco treat

19 IBM products

20 Cowboy display DOWN

21 Come out 1 Caprice

23 Land in la mer 2 Ring of color

24 Actress Virna 3 Fire starter

28 Aviator Earhart 4 ltaly's Villad'__

30 Strict disciplinarian
32 Hose

33 Roma’s land

35 Ave. crossers

36 Write down

38 Curd stuff

42 Ball belle

43 Walk with long steps
45 Helix

49 Submissive

53 Japanese mat

54 Gal Fri.

55 Actress Gardner
56 Capital of Zambia
58 Dislike, plus

60 PBS benefactor
61 Undersurface of a

5 King Kong, e.g.
6 Inexperienced
7 “Evil Woman” grp.
8 Appoint
9 Cossack chief
10 Cosmetic for the lips
11 Pregnant
12 Cooling units, for
short
15 Foe
18 Humbert Humbert's
obsession
22 Fam. reunion
attendee
25 ___ thefinish
26 Tennis’s Monica
27 “Lord,is _ 7"

A

Matthew

29 Donkey

31 __ fortat

34 Green ___is the
place to be

36 Some Annapurna
climbers

37 Death notice

39 Sibilate

40 Newspaper executive

41 Hosp. readout

42 Summer hrs.

44 Singer’s syllable

46 Dorm overseers, for

2 3

short
47 Accumulate
48 Monetary unit of Zaire
50 Hammer user
51 Extract forcibly
52 Former New York
senator
57 Adjoin
59 “Whip It" band
60 It may be picked
62 FedEx alternative
63 “The Simpsons”
bartender
64 Bikini part

Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.

mentum and displace the
12th-place Kentucky Wild-
cats in order to make the
mid-May trip to Columbia,
Missouri.

With a 6-4 record so
far in the month of April,
the Rebels seem to have
stopped the bleeding, after
having gone 6-12 in March.
They must improve upon
this mark, however, if they
have any hope of making
the SEC Tournament.

Getting on the score-
board early will be essen-
tial for the Rebels today, as
they are 0-3 on the season
when trailing after one in-
ning and o0-5 when trailing
after two.

Offensively, the Rebels
will have to rely on junior
Kylan Becker and senior
Elantra Cox to pull them
out of their recent slump.
This season, they have 40
and 39 hits, respectively,
and production from them

will be crucial.

Becker will look to con-
tinue her five-game hit
streak, having just gone
one hit for two at-bats on
Monday, scoring two runs.
Becker improved her on-
base percentage to .400 on
the season and continues
to enjoy a great period of
success. She was selected
to the USA Softball team
earlier this year for the Ja-
pan All-Star Series roster
and continues to be one of
the best players in her po-
sition in the nation.

ULM  has  struggled
against SEC opponents this
season, losing to LSU 10-0
in February. While the Reb-
els dropped two of three in
the series at LSU just a cou-
ple weeks ago, Ole Miss was
competitive in every game.
Both losses came by a sin-
gle run, including a 2-1 loss
in the 19-inning marathon
April 6.

Despite seemingly being
a mismatch for an oppo-
nent from a powerhouse
conference like the SEC,
ULM has excelled this sea-
son in numerous areas but
especially in team batting
average. This season it is
hitting .323, good for 10th
best in Division I.

However, ULM has lost
three of its last four games,
and is looking to turn
things around. It is cur-
rently seventh in the Sun
Belt and only one game
behind sixth-place Geor-
gia Southern. The top four
teams get a bye from the
single-elimination round
of the Sun Belt Conference
Tournament, so every game
is crucial.

The game may be
streamed on WatchESPN
or SEC Network+ starting
at 6 p.m.

SUDOKU®
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Women’s tennis prepares for SEC Tournament

MAGGIE CROUCH

THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM

Ole Miss, who defeated
Mississippi State last Friday
4-1, hopes to continue this
winning streak as it heads
into the postseason South-
eastern Conference Tourna-
ment on Thursday in Knox-
ville, Tennessee.

“They’ve figured out a way
to win,” head coach Mark
Beyers said after the Ole Miss
women’s tennis team defeat-
ed Mississippi State in its fi-
nal conference game of the
season last Friday.

This victory against the in-
state rival Bulldogs added to
the Rebel team’s season wins,
contributing to its overall
conference record of 9-4 and
earning it the No. 5 seed in
the tournament. This marks
the first time since 2015 that
Ole Miss has entered the tour-
nament ranked in the top 10.

The Rebels’ seven-match
win streak has impressed
Coach Beyers.

“In this league, I don’t care
who you are or what you are
ranked — that’s an impressive
feat,” Beyers said courtside
after the win over Mississip-
pi State. “Of those seven, five
were on the road. It shows
how hard our ladies have
worked and battled against
some hostile crowds and
tough teams.”

Senior Natalie Suk con-
firmed after the match that
the crowd noise was a factor
when playing on the rivals’
court.

“The  Mississippi  State
crowd was loud at times, es-
pecially in the doubles and
the end of the singles,” Suk
said. “Every team in the SEC
is tough and loud in a way,
and Mississippi State was no
different.”

The Rebels are determined
to continue their battle
against SEC teams this
weekend, according to

junior Allie Sanford.

“We can expect the compe-
tition to be very high on every
single court, and I think we all
have done extremely well in
the close matches,” Sanford
said. “I think we also have a
lot of confidence going into
the SEC Tournament. After
our win against Georgia and
our No. 6 national ranking
came out, I think we all really
believe we belong at the top.”

The team has undergone
a complete transformation
from last year’s season, in
which it ended with a confer-
ence record of 3-10 and lost to
Kentucky in the second round
of the SEC Tournament.

The Ole Miss Rebels will
take on the winner of the No.
12 Tennessee/No. 13 Alabama
match, at 6 p.m Thursday.
Ole Miss handily defeated
both of those teams in regu-
lar season matches this year,
winning 4-2 against Alabama
and 4-0 against Tennessee. It
has only gotten hotter since
those wins.

Although the Rebels came
out on top against these
teams in regular-season play,
it is always a challenge seeing
them again, according to San-
ford and Suk.

“At this level, you can nev-
er underestimate any team
or player,” Sanford said. “I
think we all understand that
how we did against certain
teams in season really means
nothing once we show up on
match day.”

“The thought process really
is that we have beaten a lot of
the teams and to just try and
do it again,” Suk said. “It’s
important for us to build on
our success.”

After the SEC Tournament,
the Rebels will also have the
chance to compete in the
NCAA Tournament.

“I think we all are really
determined to go all the way
this season,” Sanford said.
“This team has so much pas-
sion and fight, and we all be-

PICK UP YOUR FREE™ YEARBOOK

“TOR STUDENTS WD HEVE PAI0 FALL AND SPRING TUITIN

lieve in one another so much.
We are just going to continue
doing what we are doing and
represent the Ole Miss Rebels
the best we can.”

As for Suk, a graduating
senior, she hopes she has left
her mark on the tennis pro-
gram.

“I have had great four years
at Ole Miss, and graduating
with us being ranked top 10
in the nation is just a bonus,”

10N 4PM

THE TAD PAD

STOP TEXTING

/HILE DRIVING.
TAY AWARE. SAVE A LIFE.

PHOTO COURTESY: JOSHUA MCCOY | OLE MISS ATHLETICS
No. 3 Ole Miss women's tennis defeats Lipscomb 4-0 earlier this season.

Suk said. “I think the years I
have been here, we have had
success, especially this year,
and that is great for the pro-
gram.”

The SEC Tournament and

potential subsequent NCAA
berth will be an exceptional
opportunity for Suk to further
etch that mark and give Ole
Miss tennis something to
truly be proud of.

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION I

on classified ads once published.

questionable products or services.

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.

Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds

The DM reserves the right fo refuse ads that appear fo offer unrealisfic or

To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section,
visit: http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/ D, water, and ca-
ble included. No pets. 1 year lease.
Quiet atmosphere. Deposit required.
Call (662)234-0000

TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bed-
room 1 bath w/ study. 2950 S. Lamar.
Single occupancy Ole Miss student
only! $510 (662)832-0117

1 Bedroom/1 Bath All appliances in-
cluded. Across from The Hub. $625/
Mo Available Now. 662 607-2400

HOUSE FOR RENT

3 BD / 3 BA Newer homes in Coun-
tryview. 1.5 miles from campus. Pet
friendly. Available 8/8/18. $1100/ mo.
(662)816-8171

1BR/1BA 2BR/2BA 3BR/3BA Hous-
es for rent starting at $350 per person.
Includes all appliances, high speed
internet, expanded basic cable, water/
sewer, daily garbage pick-up and se-
curity system. (662)236-7736

CISSELL
MANAGEMENT.COM

Many properties available for June
and August. (662)801-5700

TWO BEDROOM/ TWO BATH with
Study. All appliances included. Close
to campus. No Pets. $1200/ mo Avail-
able 8/1/18 (662)307-0204

MANY HOUSES AVAILABLE www.
RentOxfordOnline.com

CONDO FOR RENT

4 BEDROOM CONDO 4 bedroom 2
bath Turnberry condo fully furnished
or will consider leasing unfurnished
available for fall $1500/ month in-
cludes Cable/ Internet. (662)473-6375




PAGE 8 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 18 APRIL 2018

SPORT'S

Ole Miss baseball returns for Arkansas State matchup

SAM HARRES
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM

Ole Miss baseball finally re-
turns home Wednesday night
for a midweek matchup with
Arkansas State. After eight
straight away games, includ-
ing four losses, the No. 11 Reb-
els are hoping to regain some
momentum after dropping six
spots in the NCAA’s rankings.

Last weekend, Ole Miss
dropped a series to Vanderbilt
after back-to-back 8-7 losses
Sunday. Offensively, the Reb-
els played well, scoring 25 runs
over the three-game stretch.
But it was the pitching staff
that ultimately cost them the
doubleheader.

Brady Feigl got the first
start Sunday, allowing four
runs in just over five innings
pitched. He was later relieved
by Parker Caracci and Dallas
Woolfolk, who each conced-
ed two runs. Greer Holston
closed out the final batters of
the abbreviated seven-inning
game, but it wasn’t enough.
Though right-fielder Ryan
Olenek extended his hit streak
to 14 games and knocked in
two RBIs, the Rebels fell a
run short. The Commodores
scored two in the eighth inning
— the clincher coming from a

HOTWORX.

wild pitch — and sealed the deal
without another extra inning,

Quickly shifting their focus
to the day’s second contest, the
Rebels sent James McArthur
to the mound but were quick-
ly overwhelmed. While McAr-
thur threw eight strikeouts
through 3.1 innings of work, he
also conceded five runs before
making way for Will Ethridge.
Ethridge did not fare much
better, facing nine batters and
conceding three runs of his
own. Closer Austin Miller held
three batters scoreless, but the
Rebel bats were unable to rally
and ended up dropping their
eighth game of the year.

In what was perhaps the
game’s high point for the Reb-
els, Olenek reached base again
and extended his hit streak to
15 games. In doing so, he tied
slugger Thomas Dillard for the
team’s longest streak of the
season.

The Rebels are now 29-8
on the year and an impressive
19-2 at home. While seven of
those eight losses were in con-
ference play, Ole Miss is still
third in the SEC West, behind
LSU and Arkansas. Wednes-
day night’s bout with A-State
could provide some much
needed momentum ahead of
this weekend’s series with No.

Ole Miss baseball defeats East Carolina University 3-2 on Sat., Feb. 18,2018.

19 Georgia.

The Red Wolves have lost
eight of their last nine games.
Three of those losses — two to
Georgia State and another to
University of Texas at Arling-
ton — featured nine-run defi-
cits. Overall, Arkansas State
sits at 12-20 on the year. In the
Sun Belt conference, the Red
Wolves have won just four of
15 games.

24 HOUR INFRARED FITNESS STUDIO

1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY //4-20-2018

n

HOTWORX.NET

(662) 638-3580

On Sunday, they fell 11-2 to
the UT Arlington Mavericks.
Center fielder Drew Tipton
went 3-4 on the day, driving in
half of Arkansas State’s runs.
First basemen Kyle MacDon-
ald drove in the team’s other
RBI, capping off a bleak 33 at-
bat outing for the Red Wolves.

While the Rebels have not
had a problem scoring runs,
they will need to limit the Red

PHOTO BY: MARLEE CRAWFORD

Wolves’ bats if they hope to es-
cape Wednesday night with a
win. Head coach Mike Bianco
has a strong corps of starters to
choose from but may offer Fei-
gl or McArthur the chance to
redeem themselves after poor
performances Sunday.

First pitch is scheduled for
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night at
Swayze Field. The game will be
broadcast on SEC Network.

MAKING
FITNESS

HISTORY

AGAIN

JOIN US FOR AN ALL DAY CELEBRATION!

ENROLL TODAY FOR ONLY $1

FREE ANNIVERSARY T-SHIRT

‘For new mambers and existing members who envoll guests, while supplies last!

UNCH OF

HOT BANDS

916 E JACKSON AVE, OXFORD, MS 38655

2 NEW WORKoUTS!

=

SR o FLEX

@hotworxoxford
Find our Facebook Event for more detailis!
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