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For many graduates, giving back to their alma mater generally involves
little more than writing a check or arranging to fund a pledge with a credit
card. But UM engineering graduate Walter Guidroz decided to go further,
offering his time and professional experiences to better prepare future
graduates for the job market.

Guidroz, who eamed his master's degree in engineering science in 1981,
has retumed to campus every other week this spring to teach Special
Topics in Petroleum Geology (Engr 591).“I've always been interested in M '
giving something back to the university,” said Guidroz, who also holds a “A Y
bachelor's degree from Nicholls State University and a doctorate in ;

o . Walter Guidroz
oceanography from LSU. “Also, teaching is something that I've always
been interested in, and this is a great way to assess whether I'd like to
go further in that direction. | feel that because I've been in the business world and done a lot of things in
geology, | can show my students that there’s a lot of ways you can use your training and knowledge.
That can be very valuable.”

Guidroz worked for Amoco from 1981 until the company merged with BP in 1999. He was laid off after

the merger and took the opportunity to go back to school, earing an MBA from the University of Texas.

In 2001, he was offered a job as a staff geologist back at BP and has been with the company since.

His class has proven quite popular with students, said Joel Kuszmaul, chair of geology and geological
engineering.

“The students are flocking to his classes and loving the real-world experience and teaching they are
getting,” Kuszmaul said. Guidroz’s industry-specific knowledge and experiences have been very
enlightening, said Scott Peacock, a senior geological engineering major from Madison.

“He'll bring things to class and say, ‘Here's something that | came across on a project. | want you to
interpret it and tell me what you see in it.” Peacock said. “And then he'll tell us what he saw in it and
how he used it in his real job. It's those kinds of things that make this class more geared toward
petroleum engineering than a lot of our other classes, which are more general.”

The extra time Guidroz has spent working with his students has helped Peacock prepare to enter the
job market after graduation in May, he said.

“He used his own time to set up mock inteniews for us one weekend,” Peacock said. “He showed us
what a BP inteniew would feel like, and he gawe all of us feedback on how we did and even gave us
some questions that we can ask prospective employers to get a better feel for whether a job is right for

us.
The students, on the other hand, have helped give their teacher new insights and energy about his field.

“They’re very energetic,” Guidroz said. “I marvel at the energy level and also the dedication they hawve to
explore things and complete projects. They definitely take their work seriously.”
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Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
‘Washington, D.C., Winter Session

OXFORD, Miss. — Eleven Uniwersity of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break leaming about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Palitics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy

OXFORD, Miss. — Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy's new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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More Posts from this Category

Ole Miss In the News

Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply

U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK — The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Resene’s
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