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IDEA EXCHANGE

EMILY BERRY, Indianapolis, Ind.

METHOD OF PAPER SORTING

Miss Phyllis M. Haan of Grand Rapids
chapter ASWA contributes the following:

“Paper sorting can be a bottleneck that
ties up costly machines and keeps import-
ant employees idle. When it does, it be-
comes one of the most expensive opera-
tions in your office. We are listing one
method which has proved to be a vast time
saver: :

“The stack of unsorted units is placed
directly before the sorter. The first unit to
be sorted is grasped between the thumb
and first finger of the right hand. The right
hand then moves to the memorized posi-
tion on the table indicated by the first
right-hand digit of the number, and the
“unit is deposited on that stack. While the
right hand is returning to the unsorted
stack, the left hand grasps the second unit
in the same manner and moves toward its
indicated position. In this manner the
hands alternate, the operator’s eyes never
leaving the central unsorted stack.

“Sorting from right to left has a decided
advantage over sorting from left to right,
in that the units may always be restacked
to one pile after each digit sort, while
sorting from left to right produces 10 piles
after the first digit sort, 100 piles after the
second, etc.

“The restacking rules follow:

(1) When sorting to an odd number of
digits such as 3 or 5, restack after the first
right-hand digit sort with the 9 pile at the
bottom face up; then the 8 pile, etc., re-
stack after the second digit sort with the
0 pile at the bottom face up; then the 1
pile, etc., after the third digit sort with
the 9 pile on the bottom, and so on, alter-
nating the order of stacking after each sort.

(2) When sorting to an even number of
digits as 2 or 4, stack after the first right-
hand digit sort with the 0 pile at the bot-
tom, then alternate as in rule 1.

“Several large utilities use this two-hand
sort with astounding speed. In one case,
57 clerks average 4,173 digit sorts per hour
with less than 1 error per 1,000 units. Units

with 4-digit numbers are sorted to sequence
at 1,043 per hour. Any clerk can make
3,200 one-digit sorts per hour after prac-
ticing an hour or two.”

ANGLES ON COMMUNITY PROPERTY

Ida K. Ezra, CPA, a2 member of the
Seattle chapter, submits some interesting
angles on community property. She writes:

“Only eight states (Arizona, California,
Idaho, Louisiana, Nevada, New Mexico,
Texas and Washington) have legally rec-
ognized the “partnership” in marriage. Al-
though their Community Property Statutes
are not uniform, the whole effect is a re-
duction of income taxes through the earn-
ings’ report made by each spouse based
on an equal division of community income.

“How the law operates in the State of
Washington will give an overall view of
the principles involved:

“The existence of separate property is
acknowledged. This is generally property
owned before marriage or property ac-
quired after marriage by bequest or with
separate property funds. Payments from
community property funds on prenuptial
purchases do not create a community in-
terest, only a lienable one. Improvements
and additional investments from commun-
ity funds to separate property give rise to
a community interest only in the propor-
tion of the additions to the whole.

“Payment for services to either hushand
or wife in separate investments, as well
as earnings from community property in-
vestments, are considered community in-
come and are equally divided for separate
income tax returns.

“The question arises frequently as to
how much is payment for services when
the income stems from a business existing
before wedlock. Four circumstances gener-
ally govern:

“First, of course, is the regular salary.
This, however, is a satisfactory basis for
community income only in a corporation
as drawings from a single enterprise or
partnership are part of total earnings of
the investment.



“Second: A fair percentage of carnings
to which risk capital is entitled would be
considered separate earnings. The balance
would be service earnings and, hence, com-
munity income,

“Third: Where inventory is negligible
and services paramount (as public ac-
countant or stock broker) the entire earn-
ings are considered community property.

“Fourth: A fair appraisal of services to
determine their earnings where other
means would create inequity.

“The equal division of community in-
come for separate tax reports brings the
individual into a lower surtax bracket than
would a combined report—and so a tax
saving.

“Another feature also concerns the two
classes of property. No gift tax is involved
where separate property is transferred to

community property but the gift tax does
apply where community property is granted
as separate property.

“In the State of Washington the largest
criticism against the statute is the provision
that debts contracted before marriage are
collectible only from the separate property
of the debtor. This has caused consider-
able injustice and its required correction
is certainly a challenge to our legislators.”

The most lovable quality that any hu-
man being can possess is tolerance. Toler-
ance is the vision that enables one to sce
things from another’s viewpoint. It is the
generosity that concedes to others the right
to their own opinions and their own pe-
culiarities. It is the bigness that enables
us to let people be happy in their own
way instead of our way.—Anonymous
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