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Three men with extensive criminal 
records spoke at the Overby Center 
on Wednesday.

Some of these men fought in the 
Vietnam War. When they returned 
home, they continued fighting– this 
time a battle for equal rights. Their 
work led them to be known as the 
Freedom Riders, and led them to be 
invited to speak about their experi-
ences during the Civil Rights move-
ment.

Eric Etheridge, author of Breach 
of Peace, asked the questions, while 
the others spoke about their experi-
ences as rebellious teenagers during 
the era of Civil Rights. 

Blacks were not allowed to check 
out books in the library during this 
time, so Hank Thomas decided to 
bring his own book and sit and read 
it in the library. Thomas, a 1961 
Freedom Rider, said it was a differ-
ent kind of rebellion. 

AFGHANISTAN, IRAQ
AND BEYOND

C R O F T  I N S T I T U T E

The Croft Institute for Interna-
tional Studies is sponsoring a spe-
cial lecture “Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Beyond,” presented by  Michael 
Hastings and Elise Jordan. Hast-
ings has reported on Afghanistan 
and Iraq for Newsweek and other 
journals since 2005, and  Jordan 
is a writer and commentator who 
travels frequently to Afghanistan 
and Iraq.

7-8:30 p.m.
Free
Joseph Bancroft Conference 
Room
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Lew Zuchman, Hank Thomas and Hezekiah Watkins, spoke at the Overby Center 
yesterday about their experiences as Freedom Riders during the 1960s.  All three 
individuals had been arrested multiple times during the their battles for equal rights.

ALEX EDWARDS | The Daily Mississippian

See FREEDOM, PAGE 4

Freedom Riders retell 
experiences at Overby

Stanley leaves Ole Miss football program

It’s no secret that Mississippi 
leads the nation in adult obesity. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
the adult obesity rate in the state 
is 34 percent. 

It should come as no surprise, 
then, that it also has one of the 
highest childhood obesity rates in 
the United States, at 21 percent.

Across the nation, the child-
hood obesity rate has more than 
tripled in the last 40 years, accord-
ing to the CDC. This trend is 
especially prevalent in the South-
east, which has a significantly 
higher incidence of diabetes and 
other obesity-related diseases.

To combat these trends, local 
and state officials are implement-
ing programs to help schools es-
tablish strategies that will get stu-

State pushes 
to lower 
obesity rate
BY LEE HARRIS
The Daily Mississippian

See OBESITY, PAGE 6

BY HEATHER APPLEWHITE
The Daily Mississippian

FILE PHOTO | The Daily Mississippian

Quarterback Nathan Stanley has 
left the Ole Miss football program, 
according to a university spokes-
man. 

“After meeting tonight, Nathan 
has decided to leave the program,” 
Ole Miss coach Houston Nutt said 
through the spokesman. “We wish 
him the best and are going to help 
him find a new school. I appreciate 
all he has done for Ole Miss and the 
type of student-athlete he has been.”

Stanley, a junior, was compet-
ing with three other quarterbacks 
including redshirt junior Randall 
Mackey, junior college transfer Zack 
Stoudt and West Virginia transfer 
Barry Brunetti for the Rebels’ start-
ing quarterback job. Stanley started 
the spring as the Ole Miss’ top quar-
terback, but saw his reps diminish as 
of late in favor of the other compet-
ing signal callers. 

The Tahlequah, Okla., native 
won the starting quarterback job last 
spring, and threw for three touch-
downs in the Rebels’ season-opening 
upset loss to Football Champion-

ship Subdivision opponent Jackson-
ville State. Stanley was pulled from 
the game in favor of Oregon transfer 
Jeremiah Masoli and never regained 
control of the starting job. 

In three years with the Rebels, 

including a redshirt season, Stanley 
threw for 424 yards and four touch-
downs. Last year, in spot duty be-
hind Masoli, Stanley completed 17 
of 32 passes for 296 yards and three 
touchdowns with an interception. 

The Rebels conclude spring drills 
on Saturday with the Grove Bowl. A 
starting quarterback has not yet been 
named.

BY PAUL KATOOL
Sports Editor

After meeting tonight, 
Nathan has decided to leave 
the program. We wish him 
the best and are going to 
help him find a new school. 
I appreciate all he has done 
for Ole Miss and the type of 
student-athlete he has been.

“ 
Houston Nutt,
football coach
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BY NEELEY 
NORMAN 
Special to the DM

Dear bookstores, don’t be evil
Thinking of a word to describe 

Oxford textbook stores is diffi-
cult.

Abusive seems appropriate, but 
that doesn’t really convey how 
much they take advantage of stu-
dents. Exploitative could work, 
but that still doesn’t cover how 
shady the “Big Three” bookstores 
are towards their customers.

Too many things come to mind, 
but I’m sure we can all come up 
with our own adjectives to define 
the amazing experiences we have 
had getting ripped off, cheated 
and treated like second-class citi-
zens.

Whenever I buy or sell a book, I 
feel dirty and used. Bookstore em-
ployees try to act like your friend, 
but it’s pretty obvious they are not 
your buddies and are only willing 
to be friendly if you agree to let 
them take advantage of you.

A perfect example is when I 
tried to sell back my business 
communication textbook that I 
bought for $60. They couldn’t sell 
me a used book because of some 
“access code” I needed which may 
have expired in the old books. 

I was naive enough to believe 

that one. 
The professor never mentioned 

the access code once, nor do I 
even know what it was for. When 
I tried to sell back my textbook, it 
was in perfect condition but con-
sidered damaged goods because 
of the access code lie. The craziest 
part about it was the attitude I re-
ceived — as if I have some sort of 
problem because I get upset about 
getting ripped off.

Looking back on it, it’s obvious 
they make more money from new 
textbooks than from used ones. 

The bookstores are taking ad-
vantage of the perfect opportunity 
to gouge the price and discriminate 
against helpless college students. 

People should start calling it 
“textbook inequality.”

In all honesty, I would probably 
feel better about myself if I worked 
for the tobacco industry than if I 
worked for a college bookstore. 
At least tobacco customers choose 
to be exploited. Where is Dickie 
Scruggs when you need him?

What bothers me is that 12 sec-
tions of 32 people, a total of 384 
students, take this class every se-
mester. If they can’t sell back used 

books and are forced to buy new 
ones, you could assume that half 
the price of the book goes down 
the drain. For a $60 book, that’s 
nearly $12,000 the local book-
stores basically steals — for one 
class, for one semester.

You could even argue that the 
bookstores are bad for Oxford’s 
economy. 

After all, there’s nothing worse 
for an economy than wasted mon-
ey.

I love how the Big Three book-
stores actually believe they are in a 
position to act so arrogantly. The 
bottom line is that campus book-
stores will be out of business in the 
future. Following the footsteps of 
Borders bookstores’ bankruptcy, 
there will be a coffee shop, restau-
rant or law firm occupying their 
spaces sooner than they’d like to 
admit.

I can guarantee you that by the 
time my children are in school, 
college textbooks will be e-books 
that people download to their iP-
ads or other tablet devices. (That 
might not be for a while, mainly 
due to the fact that my future tro-
phy wife may not even be born 

yet, but college textbook stores are 
already becoming obsolete.)

Until that happens, we still have 
the great equalizer that is the In-
ternet. Unlike the stores in town, 
which won’t even tell you their 
prices over the phone because 
shadiness just runs in their blood, 
I can look up the lowest prices of 
all the books I need to buy with 
the click of a button at bigwords.
com. 

If I want to rent, I can go to 
Chegg.com. You can bet that the 
hour it takes to sell my books on-
line is worth the extra $100 or so 
more I can get from Amazon.

Instead of being fair, transparent 
and polite, the Big Three act like 
bullies thinking that they can still 
call the shots because student loans 
or parents cover the costs. False.

Times are changing. I know bet-
ter than to think that people like 
those who run our college book-
stores will ever change. I’ve had 
enough of their childish behavior 
and only go to them if I urgently 
need to. 

There’s the saying that if you 
fool me once, shame on you, but if 
you fool me twice, shame on me. 

BY ALEC JONES 
Columnist
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$40 Special
mani/pedi

234-9911
1535 University Ave.

Got Solar Nails?

The Study of Nails by Chris Le & Steve Le

9:30 am - 7:00 pm
Monday  - Saturday

Come Get the Best Nails for Spring @
Shellac  • Axxium  • Gelish*New*

Truman Scholarship Workshop

Today at 4:00 p.m.

Room 311 
Honors College

For change agents now,
 interested in working  

in the public sector in the future

    For information or for assistance related to    
   a disability, contact onsa@olemiss.edu

Office  of  National  Scholarship Advisement

What a bad apple

The 21st century is clearly the 
technology era. 

We are constantly inventing new 
products that change the way we 
live. If we are not actually inventing 
new products, we are engineering 
older products to make them big-
ger and better. 

Naturally, living in a very pro-
gressive time, we have a desire to 
look directly at what could be, not 
what has been. Arguably since the 
New Deal of Franklin Roosevelt, 

we Americans have become accus-
tomed to thinking in this manner. 
While it might not seem logical, this 
is steadily becoming a problem. 

There is a fine line between tech-
nological advancement and sheer 
laziness. 

I am going to pick on the iPhone. 
Apple boasts that it is possibly the 
most innovative piece of technology 
that has ever been produced. It has 
the widest variety of productivity-
enhancing features of any product 
of its kind, ranging from business 
relations to personal banking. It 
also has the widest variety of en-
tertainment media of any product 
of its kind, ranging from games to 
music. 

New versions of the iPhone have 
not ceased to amaze consumers. 

However, with the innovative char-
acteristics of the iPhone come the 
negative aspects.

Let me give you a situation that 
I know you have experienced. You 
are out to dinner with friends, and 
the waitress brings the checks. You 
pull out your plastic and the wait-
ress returns the check. Then ev-
eryone at the table pulls out their 
iPhones. You wonder what is going 
on so you ask your neighbor. 

It turns out, the iPhone has a 
“tip calculator” app that allows you 
to plug in the check’s total and see 
how much to tip the waitress. In 
sheer awe, you pull your iPhone 
out and immediately download the 
app, even though you could just as 
easily have calculated the tip in your 
head in about 10 seconds. Your fifth 

grade arithmetic teacher is shaking 
her head right now. 

Innovative or lazy?
Here’s another situation: You are 

talking to your boss about having to 
take a day off next week. Instead of 
writing it down on a sheet of paper 
for future reference, he whips out 
his iPhone to the “notepad” app. 

As productive as that app may 
sound, it really is a bit lazy. How 
hard would it be to take out a sticky 
pad and write your notes on there 
like we used to do? His grandfather 
is shaking his head right now. 

Innovative or lazy?
Now, to give full disclosure, I 

consider myself somewhat old-
fashioned. And as old-fashioned as 
I would like to be, I have bought 
and used these products. I actually 

used these apps in this column be-
cause I have them installed on my 
own iPhone. 

Call me a hypocrite — it is OK.
Although these technological 

advances seem productive and pro-
gressive, they can really be damag-
ing to our society. At what point 
do we draw the line? Maybe when 
robots start making our sandwiches 
or teaching our kids how to ride a 
bike. In my eyes, these advances are 
not progressive at all — if anything, 
they are regressive. 

Let technology run its course, but 
bear in mind that we are blessed 
with the ability to do things on our 
own. And for you inventors and 
technicians out there, come up with 
something that is truly innovative, 
not something that makes us lazier.

BY ADAM GANUCHEAU
Columnist

Editor,
Kathleen Harding is right about 

one thing — voting will not be-
come tougher in some states. How-
ever, she is wrong about nearly ev-
erything else.

She contends that since my fam-
ily resides in Atlanta, I shouldn’t 
be allowed to vote in Mississippi. 
However, I have a Mississippi ad-
dress at which I reside for nine 
months of the year. Which one 
seems more official?

I will be living off campus next 

year, and after doing so, I will be eli-
gible to apply for in-state tuition. If 
anyone has an address and proof of 
residence, they can vote where they 
have proof of residence. Period.

If a person is claimed as a de-
pendent or on the census, it has 
no bearing on where they officially 
reside. And having worked for the 
census, using that as a measure of 
who can and cannot vote is utterly 
preposterous. Unless Ms. Henry 
did not fill out the form herself, the 
form clearly states that college stu-

dents should fill out forms where 
they attend school, not where their 
parents live. If a student is a com-
muter, then he or she would fill out 
a form where they reside. But oth-
erwise, all students are instructed 
to fill out forms where they attend 
school. I personally had to distrib-
ute and collect over 13,000 census 
forms at Georgia Tech to make 
sure that Atlanta would receive 
the proper count, and in turn, the 
proper amount of funding and rep-
resentation as per the rising popula-

tion.
My parents claim me as a de-

pendent because I use their health 
insurance. Even though I’ve been 
filing my own taxes for years now, 
I am still listed as a dependent be-
cause my parents financially sup-
port me. 

But that has no bearing on where 
I or anyone officially resides. If a 
student lives on a college campus, 
they reside there. Pretty simple, ac-
tually.

And as someone who has paid at-

tention in the last few elections, ab-
sentee ballots are often not counted 
on time and can also get lost in the 
mail. 

In order for students to make 
their voices heard, they should reg-
ister in the city or town in which 
they reside. I suggest that Ms. Hen-
ry do more research on the mean-
ing of the word “official” before she 
advises other college students about 
where to vote or where they reside.

Gillian Schefer

Letter to the Editor



“When he would go into the li-
brary where blacks were not allowed, 
he would take his own books, sit at a 
table and read,” Etheridge said. “At 
the time of the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott in ’55 and ’56, he tried to 
persuade local community leaders 
that they needed to try something 
like that in St. Augustine. They said 
no.”

Thomas said this type of action 
runs in his blood.

“As Eric recounted my going into 
the library, and they wouldn’t check 
me out a book so I brought my own 
book,” Thomas said. “I was born to 
rebel, and that’s not to play football 
here in Mississippi, but I was born 
to rebel. I was a born rebel, if you 
will.” 

Thomas was 19 when he became 
a Freedom Rider, but started his 
fight for equality as a child in St. 
Augustine, Florida. He was one of 
the original 13 riders on May 4, 
1961, who left on the bus that was 
firebombed. Thomas has been ar-
rested many times. He is a veteran 
of the Vietnam War and fought 
for the U.S. alongside many other 
men. Thomas did not realize why 
the country he fought for was being 
so cruel to him.

“I loved a country that did not 
love me,” Thomas said. “My father 

was a Marine in the South Pacific, 
and when he returned home he 
could not vote.”

Thomas felt that this desire for 
change has always been in him.

“I guess always in me was that 
burning desire,” Thomas said. “I 
saw contradiction of how I lived as 
a black man, as a black child, and 
the world around me and I wanted 
to do something about it. I had this 
sense that something was wrong, 
and I wanted to do something 
about it.”

After Etheridge read a piece from 
his book about the many people 
sent to Parchman State Prison, he 
gave a word of advice.

“Just for future reference, in case 
any of you in your adult hoods are 
trying to suppress a rebellion, do 
not lock up any of the leaders with 
the recruits,” Etheridge said.

Lew Zuchman was introduced 
as second to be arrested in the line 
of the three men after Thomas. 
Zuchman was inspired to join the 
effort of Freedom Riders after see-
ing Thomas on TV. He has been 
arrested many times as well. 

Zuchman was there to fight for 
Jews, but was sure not to forget the 
blacks that were suffering as well. 
His grandmother played a role in 
his desire to fight for equality.

“(My grandmother) would al-
ways regale me with stories of how 
difficult it was for Jewish people 
coming to America,” Zuchman 
said. “But she always finished every 

story with how much worse it was 
for black people and how horrible 
she felt.”

Hezekiah Watkins was the 
youngest of the three arrested. He 
has been arrested over 100 times 
and contains a steel plate in his head 
from one of the attacks. 

Watkins started joining in on 
the movement on accident at age 
13 while him and a friend were 
just trying to see the movement in 
progress.

Watkins and his friend were stu-
dents in Jackson and attended a 
meeting where they discovered a 
group of Freedom Riders were go-
ing to go into an all white waiting 

area of a bus station, so they fol-
lowed. This is where his journey as 
a Freedom Rider began.

“We had gone to the meeting to 
see what a Freedom Rider looked 
like and even what a Freedom Rid-
er dressed like,” Watkins said. “We 
chose to go to the bus station on 
our own.”

Watkins ended up in the all white 
waiting room of the bus station and 
was arrested as one of the Freedom 
Riders. He decided after that expe-
rience to get involved and for that 
his family suffered.

“My mother was told, she worked 
at Primos in Jackson at that time, 
that she would be fired if I contin-

ued to be a part of this Freedom 
Riders. She was eventually fired,” 
Watkins said.

Rodney Parker, 26, is a graduate 
student at Ole Miss who felt strong-
ly about the message the three men 
told Wednesday.

“I think things like this bring in a 
personal aspect to these situations,” 
Parker said. “We have all sorts of 
textbooks and historical records 
that might talk about Freedom Rid-
ers and things like that, but when 
do you get to meet one?”

Etheridge’s book can be found 
on the Internet and at some book-
stores. His website can also be found 
at breachthepeace.com.
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FREEDOM, 
continued from page 1

ALEX EDWARDS | The Daily Mississippian

Eric Etheridge (left), author of Breach of Peace, was the moderator for the Freedom Riders. 



NE WS  |  4 . 14 . 11   |  THE  DAILY  M IS S IS S IP P I AN  |  PAG E  5

5

SENIOR 
HONORS THESIS 
PRESENTATION

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

Steve Stringer

The defense is open to the public.

“American Pornographic:
A Collection of Short Stories”

Thursday, April 14th

11 a.m.
Bondurant Hall Lounge

SENIOR 
HONORS THESIS 
PRESENTATION

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

Emily Laird

The defense is open to the public.

“ ‘Seek Justice. Love Your
Neighbor’: An Integrated Marketing 
Communications Campaign for  an

International Justice Mission”

Thursday, April 14th

3:30 p.m
Holman Hall

Room 253

Thursday 
April 14
8:00 PM

for tickets and showtimes visit www.thelyricoxford.com

Alice & Co.
Hair • Skin • Nails
1729 University Avenue • 234-3896

Color Specialist

Ole Miss alum and Ripley native 
Amanda Pannell recently received 
an Emmy for a public service cam-
paign advocating the adoption of 
homeless animals, a campaign she 
led for a news station in Mem-
phis.

Pannell said that her time at Ole 
Miss helped pave the way for her 
success.

“It was the journalism program 
at Ole Miss that made me decide 
to go to school there,” Pannell 
said. “The fact that they had a 
nightly live newscast is what sold 
me, and there is no doubt in my 
mind that it is what got me the job 
that I have now.”

Pannell graduated with a Bach-
elor of Arts in journalism in 2007 
and immediately found work as a 
promotions producer at Fox 13.

Her campaign, “Pets Deserve 
Homes Too,” won an Emmy in 
January and was an effort to find 
homes for animals. Many pets lose 
homes when their owners hit eco-
nomic downturns, and at the same 

time, local animal rescue groups 
struggle to keep operations run-
ning due to limited donations.

Pannell produced public service 
announcements for Fox 13 and 
created a web page, myfoxmem-
phispets.com, which has become 
a forum for animal lovers. Pannell 
said that the site is a useful tool be-
cause people have started using it 
as a lost-and-found board, and lo-
cal rescue groups frequently check 
on it to offer help.

“The reason I’m proud of the 
Emmy is because it was something 
that we had to work extremely 
hard on,” Pannell said.

“We sort of kept hitting walls 
when working on it because not 
everybody was backing us up on 
the campaign, and we had to do 
it on our own time. But just be-
ing acknowledged for it, and then 
winning an Emmy, made it all 
worthwhile.”

Professors who worked with 
Pannell at Ole Miss said that they 
were not surprised that she man-
aged to assemble an Emmy award-
winning team. Associate professor 
of journalism Nancy Dupont ad-
vised Pannell at the Student Media 
Center and recognized her natural 
leadership qualities from the get-
go.

“She was the first student that I 
met when I came to Ole Miss and 
was really one of the reasons why 
I immediately felt comfortable 
here,” Dupont said.

“(Pannell) was an amazing stu-
dent leader. She could take a group 
of students and guide them toward 
producing a newscast every night. 
It’s very rare to encounter a stu-
dent who has so much passion and 
so much professionalism at such a 
young age.”

While at Ole Miss, Pannell 
started as a producer for News-
Watch and quickly worked her 
way toward station manager. She 
also got involved with Rebel Ra-

dio and the Daily Mississippian 
to gain the most experience pos-
sible, but her passion for broadcast 
is what attracted the attention of 
most people at the Student Media 
Center.

Former director of the Student 
Media Center and journalism pro-
fessor Ralph Braseth worked close-
ly with Pannell every day at News-
Watch and said that when it came 
to technical production, there was 
no one better than she was.

“She was like the Wizard of Oz 
behind the curtain,” said Braseth, 
who now works as the manager of 
student media at Loyola University 
in Chicago. “She didn’t need a lot 
of attention and wasn’t interested 
in being the queen of TV; she was 
interested in making the whole 
thing hum.”

Pannell said that the resources at 
Ole Miss were a significant factor 
in getting her where she is today.

“The professors are wonderful 
and the Student Media Center is 
a jewel,” she said. “The whole de-
partment totally benefited me in 
my career.”

Her advisers agreed that Pannell 
took advantage of everything at 
Ole Miss and went to extra lengths 
to identify ways to improve. Du-

pont and Braseth both said they 
recall several incidents when Pan-
nell would seek them out for cri-
tiques on her work.

“Most students appreciate get-
ting feedback from their profes-
sors, but it is kind of unusual for 
someone to seek it out,” Dupont 
said. 

“I remember (Pannell) coming 
to me and saying ‘I so desperately 
want your honest opinion of my 
work.’ That was really a surprise to 
me.”

Dupont said that Pannell was 
committed to being successful in 
television production and that she 
set a goal and never strayed from 
working toward it.

“Any student who does that will 
have a huge chance of success,” 
Dupont said.

Braseth said that other students 
should look at former students like 
Pannell as an encouragement for 
themselves. He said he recognizes 
that those graduating in May are 
entering the job search at a diffi-
cult time.

“For those who don’t think it’s 
the greatest time, well, maybe 
it’s not,” Braseth said. “But then 
again, maybe it’s the best time for 
the students that are the bravest.”

BY MOLLY DYAL
The Daily Mississippian

Former NewsWatch manager wins Emmy

CONTRIBUTED
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FRIDAY: Lyrics Born w/ Skins and Needles
SATURDAY: Kenny Brown Band

After making a run at nation-
als, the University of Mississippi 
Mock Trial team looks to use its 
experience from this season to 
go even further in the future.

John Woods, Ole Miss Mock 
Trial Association president and 
senior political science and phi-
losophy double major, said that 
this was largely a rebuilding year. 
The team did well, despite the 
loss of some experienced seniors 
the previous year.

“My team had, I think, six 
people who had never done 
mock trial before,” Woods said. 
“Our B-team had just as many, 
if not more, who had never done 
mock trial before. That being 
the case, we still did a very good 
job.”

Woods said the team got off to 
a rocky start but improved as the 
season went along, making it as 
far as the semi-national tourna-
ment in Memphis.

“Our first tournament was 
rough, but it’s always rough 
when you’re learning the case,” 
Woods said. “We did very well at 
the regional tournament down 
in Jackson, though.”

In Memphis, however, the 
team ran into some troubles.

“We didn’t do so hot at our 
semi-national tournament,” 
Woods said. “There were just a 
lot of teams there that were a lot 
more prepared than us, but we 
still had fun.”

Keeping things fun is an im-
portant part of mock trial, ac-
cording to Woods. He said that 
the experience is always enjoy-
able whether the team wins or 
loses. 

Woods will step down as presi-
dent of the association for next 
year but will remain as a coach 
for the fall semester. Taking over 
for him will be Tascha Smith, a 
junior physics major. 

“I’m really excited about next 
year, and there’s a lot of oppor-
tunity for us to really do well,” 
Smith said. “This year, we had a 
lot of people coming in who had 
to go about learning everything 
that goes along with mock trial. 
For next year, we have more of a 
basis to stand on and move our-
selves a little further.”

Smith said the team welcomes 
students of all majors, and diver-
sity within the team can really 
help in the competitions.

“It’s really for everybody, and 
the more majors you have par-
ticipating the more you can talk 
about lots of different subjects,” 
Smith said. 

“Especially people who are in-
terested in acting,” she contin-
ued. “They don’t usually think 
about mock trial as a good way 
to get some acting experience, 
but really because we have both 
attorneys and witnesses we need 
people who can play charac-
ters.”

Smith said the average student 
can get a lot out of participating 
in mock trial. 

“Foremost, you gain the abil-
ity to get up in front of people 
and present a case,” Smith said. 
“There’s a lot of strategy involved 
so it really helps with analytical 
thinking.”

Woods also said that taking 
part in mock trial can be benefi-
cial.

“Any undergrad can do it and 
you can compete for up to five 
years,” he said. “A lot of people 
are participating because they 
want to just get out and do 
something.”

Smith said that they will hold 
auditions for new members at 
the beginning of the fall semes-
ter and that anyone who is inter-
ested in joining can email her at 
nbsmith@olemiss.edu.

“I’m looking forward to the 
new team because we always 
have such a great team dynam-
ic,” Smith said. “The people 
who come out and join mock 
trial tend to be really interested 
and really put forth a lot of ef-
fort, and the better your team is, 
the better you do.”

Mock trial 
finishes season, 
looks to future
BY JOSH PRESLEY
The Daily Mississippian

OBESITY, 
continued from page 1

dents healthier and more active.
“As a result of all the negative 

numbers, the state of Mississippi 
put into place the school wellness 
program,” said Ruth Robbins, Ox-
ford School District’s director of El-
ementary Curriculum and Federal 
Programs.

The program, which was ad-
opted in 2006, is designed to equip 
students with the knowledge and 
skills they need to lead a healthy 
lifestyle.

“Each school district approved 
the policy, which says what our 
commitment to nutrition is, what 
our goals will be (and) how we’ll go 
about reaching those goals,” Rob-
bins said.

Robbins, who serves on the dis-
trict’s health council, said schools 
have also changed the way their 
physical education classes are struc-
tured.

“We now have same-sex physi-
cal education classes,” she said. 
“Girls take classes that do total 
body sculpting and dance, and the 
boys do weight-lifting exercises. It’s 
gender-specific so that these classes 

better serve the students.”
Teachers are also included in this 

push for a healthier society. Rob-
bins said she believes that encour-
aging teachers to live healthier will 
have an effect on the students in 
their classrooms.

“It has filtered down into the 
classroom,” said Robbins. “Our 
teachers feel better, are more healthy 
and are more in tune to what the 
children need.”

In addition to physical fitness 
programs, the Oxford School Dis-
trict is evaluating the food it serves 
to students. 

The entire district has already 
replaced deep fat fryers with a 
healthier system that combines 
the features of a conventional oven 
with a steamer. 

The district is also pushing to 
replace conventional snack foods 
with healthier options.

“If you give kids a choice, they’re 
going to choose the slushie instead 
of the yogurt,” Robbins said. “So 
if we have only yogurt, then that’s 
your only choice.”

There are also efforts going on 

at the state level to turn around the 
trends in childhood obesity. 

Recently, 30 health care profes-
sionals from southern Mississippi 
met in Gulfport to train and share 
ideas on how to combat this grow-
ing problem. The Be Our Voice 
(BOV) project, which operates in 
eight states, focuses on the Jackson 
area.

“The BOV training provides the 
framework to build strategies not 
only for clinical practices, but also 
the community, schools and for the 
advancement of policy changes,” 
project leader Gerri Cannon-Smith 
said.

Despite obesity levels hovering at 
all-time highs, the increasing rate 
has slowed and stayed relatively 
constant since 2001. 

Robbins, who is in a position to 
watch this issue develop on a day-
to-day basis, said she believes the ef-
forts are starting to pay dividends.

“Since I came to this district 
seven years ago, I’ve seen a drastic 
improvement,” she said. “There’s 
been a huge push with much more 
emphasis on health and welfare.”
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Benefi ting Reading is Fundamental

Benjy Davis answers the phone 
with a cheerful “Hullo,” and 
then launches right into normal 
Southern pleasantries. 

The folk rocker from Baton 
Rouge may have been living on 
the road for the past eight years, 
but he has kept up his drawl and 
the manners he learned in his 
Louisiana home.

Davis formed his now-well-
known band, The Benjy Davis 
Project, in 2001 as a folk-rock 
duo. In response to growing 
popularity, the band expanded, 
eventually becoming a six-person 
group.

Its music has been heard on the 
back porches of fraternity houses 
and in the corners of pubs and 
bars, has drifted down from the 
stages of clubs, and has been am-
plified in arenas and festivals all 
over the country.

“Playing anywhere outside is 
my favorite,” Davis said. “It’s al-
ways a neat crowd and it sounds 
great.” 

Davis and the band have per-
formed multiple times at New 
Orleans’ annual Jazz & Heritage 

Festival and have also played 
South Carolina’s outdoor music 
festival, Hotel Carolina. But no 
matter where the band goes, Da-
vis is always ready for what comes 
next — the next town, the next 
venue, the next experience.

“I love being on tour, seeing 
the towns, and getting to experi-
ence new places and the different 
cultures,” Davis said. 

“You know, like getting to go 
eat crab in Virginia, just getting 
to live in other people’s shoes. 
That’s cool.” His excitement 
about being on the road is evi-
dent. 

“It’s great being in the studio 
and recording the albums, but 
it gets a little cramped,” Davis 
said. “Being on the road is always 
fun.”

Davis and the band have been 
on hiatus since February, and 
while he’s getting a short, much-
needed and much-deserved 
break, the energy and passion 
that Davis emits on stage have 
trickled into his personal life.

“We were just taking a breath-
er after the tour, and I was think-
ing ‘OK, what should I do,’ and 
I thought, why not take this op-
portunity and check out what 
touring solo’s like,” Davis said. 

For a guy who first started writ-
ing songs when he was a kid and 
began professionally perform-
ing at 21, Davis has a hard time 
imagining not touring. 

“I was a bit skeptical at first 
because I’ve been touring exten-
sively with a band for the past 
eight years, but it’s definitely 
a neat thing,” Davis said. “I’m 
growing into it.” 

The easygoing manner of 
speaking that Davis displays be-
trays a soft-smiling guy who can 
easily woo crowds with his ro-
mantic classics and raise hell with 
his guitar-filled rock numbers.

“I love Oxford; I love the 
people.” Davis said. “It’s always 
a good time, good crowd. Get a 
little bit drunk and have fun.”

When he heard that the open-
ing track, “Mississippi,” off of 
his latest album, “Lost Souls 
Like Us,” has become a favorite 
among locals, he was genuinely 
surprised but pleased. It’s as if it 
is still his first tour, and he can-
not believe that people are actu-
ally listening to what he has writ-
ten. 

“I like playing that one and 
‘Get High,’” Davis said. “That’s 
always fun with a crowd, and 
now that it’s just me and my gui-

tar up there, the slower ones are 
really great to play too.” 

Davis may have penned a great 
number of songs that betray a bit 
of a hard-ass attitude, but in his 
conversations, he is still a “good 

ol’ boy” from Louisiana who 
knows how to handle a guitar.

Davis will play solo at Proud 
Larry’s this Thursday. Doors 
open at 8 p.m., and the show be-
gins at 10 p.m.

Benjy Davis hits Proud Larrys’ solo
BY MIRIAM TAYLOR
The Daily Mississippian

COURTESY BENJY DAVIS
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home/Dorm Accessories!

Women’s tennis hosts Mississippi State on Senior Day

This Saturday marks a memo-
rable farewell for two members 
of the Ole Miss women’s tennis 
team. 

Laura van de Stroet, a native 
of Waalre, Netherlands, and 
Connor Vogel, a Germantown, 
Tenn., native, will step onto the 
Palmer/Salloum Tennis Center 
courts Saturday morning for the 
last time of their storied colle-
giate careers. 

At 11 a.m., the Rebels (10-9, 
3-7 Southeastern Conference) 
face off against their biggest ri-
val, Mississippi State (2-14, 0-10 
SEC).

“They’ve meant so much to 
our program,” Ole Miss coach 
Mark Beyers said of the senior 
duo. 

“You can look at their (indi-
vidual) records, and obviously 
with wins, they’ve meant a lot, 
but in terms of leadership and 
work ethic they’ve meant so 
much more. That may be hard 
for people to see on the out-
side.”

Van de Stroet and Vogel, both 
2010 All-SEC and SEC Aca-
demic Honor Roll selections, 
were instrumental in helping the 
2010 Rebels produce their best 
season since 1999. 

Last year’s team won the 
program’s first-ever SEC West 
Championship, advanced to the 
SEC Tournament, NCAA Sweet 

16 and finished the season with a 
No. 17 national ranking. 

“You never really think during 
your first couple years that your 
four years are going to be over all 
of a sudden,” Beyers said. 

“When that does happen, I 
think it definitely will be emo-
tional for all of us. But I don’t 
think it will keep them from be-
ing able to play well (Saturday). 
They’re too experienced for 
that.”

The Rebels are coming off a 
4-0 shutout win over Auburn 
last Sunday that ended their pre-
vious three-match losing streak. 

The Bulldogs, meanwhile, 
have struggled all season and 
head to Oxford as the only team 
in the league without a win in 
conference play.

“We want to have the bragging 
rights of ‘We’re the best team in 
the state,’” Beyers said. 

“We’ve been fortunate enough 
to hold that title for a while, and 
then we definitely don’t want to 
relinquish that. 

“We don’t want Mississippi 
State to be able to say that they’ve 
beaten us. For the Ole Miss fans, 
we want to give them a great 
performance and something to 
cheer about.”

Women’s Tennis rewarded at 
Rebels’ Choice Awards

At the inaugural Rebels’ Choice 
Awards on Monday night, the 
2010 women’s tennis team was 

selected as the Women’s Team 
of the Year for its remarkable ac-
complishments that year. 

“Even though I got to accept 
the award, it’s obviously their — 

the kids ’ — award,” Beyers said. 
“I’m so excited for these kids be-
cause it’s very well deserved and 
they did a great job last year. 

“I’m honored that we were se-

lected as the Women’s Team of 
the Year, but I’m really excited 
for the girls to get some recog-
nition for all the hard work that 
they’ve put in.”

BY JOHN HOLT
The Daily Mississippian

GET YOUR SPORTS NOW

TWITTER.COM/THEDM

_

SPORTS • GET INSTANT UPDATES ON YOUR OLE MISS SPORTS

Connor Vogel (above) and Laura van de Stroet take on Mississippi State this weekend. Vogel and the rest of the women’s ten-
nis team won Women’s Team of the Year at the Rebels’ Choice Awards Monday night.

COURTESY OF BILL KALLENBERG
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TAKE AN EXTRA 50% OFF ALL SALE MERCHANDISE

Homes for sale
3BR/2BA HOUSE FSBO Eagle Pointe 
subdivision. Well maintained. Secu-
rity system. Email/call for pictures/
more info. 901-305-0296; eaglepointe-
loop160@yahoo.com. 

Condo for sale
HILLSIDE CONDO 2 bed -1-1/2bath 
Well Maintained
Private Backyard
Appliances inculded
Price $140,000
Tina - 662-801-1784
Kessinger Real Estate 

apartment for rent
TIRED OF ROOmmATES? 1BR w/ of-
fice. $495. Or furnished @ $625. 1 mile 
to campus. Newly renovated. (662)234-
1550. www.pinegroveoxford.com 
OAk GROvE ApARTmENTS 2bdr 
QUIET COMPLEX. Fully applianced. 
Incld full sized w/ d, gas grills, fireplace 
(wood incld), (CABLE & HS internet 
incld). Pets welcome. 662-236-4749 
www.oakgroveoxfordms.com 
1 & 2 BR ApARTmENTS- On Orange 
Bus Route!! Unfurnished Starting at 
$545 or We Will
Make Moving Easy and Furnish Your 
Apartment for $50/ mo (2BR) or $25/ 
mo (1BR)! Free
Golf and other Amenities! Call The 
Links today at 662-513-4949. 
LARGE 2BDR/2.5BA TOwNHOUSE 
with appliances furnished with W/ D. 
No pet policy. Quiet atmosphere. Year 
lease required. (662)234-0000. 
1,2 AND 3 BEDROOm ApTS. avail-
able. 1 mile from campus. Cable and 
internet included. Running out of space 
for Fall! Check us out www.liveatlex-
ingtonpointeapts.com or call 662-281-
0402. 
RENTAL CENTRAL: Available soon 
studio, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 BR apts. and hous-
es near campus/square, reasonable 
prices, hundreds to choose from www.
oxfordmsapartments.com. (662)595-
4165. 
SUBLEASE a 2-bedroom apt. at Lafay-
ette Place for Fall. 560 per month 
(662)392-3024 

2 BEDROOm 1 1/2 BATH all applianc-
es. Available in May or August. $600/ 
mo. (662)607-2400 
OxFORD4RENT.COm For all of your 
rental needs. (662)513-9990 

House for rent
TAYLOR mEADOwS 2 Bed/2 Bath 
brick houses for rent on Old Taylor 
Road. Starting June, July or August. 
(662)801-8255 or (662)801-3736 
ASpEN RIDGE- 4BD/4.5BA Unfur-
nished. $1700. Aug. 1st. 3BD/2.5BA 
unfurnished. $1425. June 1st. Agents 
welcome. (662)801-2358. 

3BED pET FRIENDLY
3B/3ba Willow oaks $1050/ mo inc wtr/ 
gbg,3B/2ba Shiloh $950/ mo, Fenc-
es, All Have New paint/ trim/ carpet 
(843)338-1436 or Oxford Rentals on 
Fbook
4BR/2BA Big Back Yard, Close to Cam-
pus, Spacious Rooms. $1400/ Month, 
(662)816-2700 

pET FRIENDLY
3BR/2BA ($950/mo.) and 2BR/2BA 
($800/mo.) houses available in Shiloh. 
Reserve yours today by calling 
601.573.1172 or 662.871.3354.
4BD/2BA CABIN FOR $800/mO. Wa-
ter, sewer, garbage. All appliances. 
Available now. (662)801-2358 
HOUSES FOR RENT 5bed 3bath 
$2,000/ mo
3bed 2bath $1,200/ mo
5bed 3bath $2,750/ mo
1bed 1bath $750/ mo (662)832-8635 

wALk TO THE SqUARE
Luxury townhome for rent. Available 
August 1. 3/3.5. All amenities. Females 
only. Graduate students preferred. 662-
513-6487.
pET FRIENDLY 3 BR/2 BA $1000 a 
mo. College Hill Heights. Deck and 
large fenced yard. Graduate students, 
families or young professionals. Avail 
May 31st. Call 662-202-6609. 
AvAILABLE JUNE 1 1 Single 1 Bed-
room and several 3 Bedroom houses 
available. (662)234-6736 

BETTER THAN NEw!!
3 BR/2 BA house in Shiloh w/ NEW 
WOOD floors, paint, trim, etc. WD & 
GAS stove. NO Pets! $935 mo. 662-
234-4716/ 662-380-6809

3 BR/2 BA EAGLE pOINTE. All appli-
ances. Large fenced backyard, security 
system. $1155/mo. Available June 1. 
(662)983-8678 
3BD/3BA & 2BD/2BA with study. 
1200sqft. Nice wooded area, all ap-
pliances included, security system 
and daily trash pick-up. 2 miles from 
campus on College Hill Road. Call 
(662)236-7736 
2 BDR/ 2BA AND 3 BDR/3 BA on Uni-
versity Avenue. 1 mile from the square. 
Call for an appointment. (662)832-4589 
or (662)236-7736 
LESS THAN 2 mILES TO SqUARE 2 
bedroom 2 bath. Wood floors, Walk in 
closet, all Appliances. front porch, deck 
many extras $750 (662)832-0117 
6 ROOm HOUSE- 7 miles from Oxford. 
Living room, dining room, kitchen, 2 
bedrooms/2 bath, 2 car carport. Fenced 
in yard, 2 storage buildings. Call 
(662)234-4066 or (662)816-5599. 
1BR/1BA, 2BR/2BA, 3BR/3BA Hous-
es for Rent. Includes all Full Size Ap-
pliances, Daily Garbage Pick Up, 
Security System, Internet, Expanded 
Basic Cable, Water/ Sewer, as well as 
all maintenance. Call 662-236-7736 or 
662-832-2428. 
111 GARDEN TERRACE. Close to 
campus. 3BDR/2BA, Den, All applianc-
es, garage, fence. $1200/mo. (901)491-
1049. 
pET FRIENDLY 3BR-2.5BA $(1350) 
Soleil large back deck, storage base-
ment, all appliances available July or 
August (703)609-2629 
CUTE NEwLY REmODELED 
3BDR/1BA House. 1 mile from Square. 
Fenced yard. Pets Welcome. $1200 per 
month. (662)801-8063 

room for rent
ROOm FOR RENT in Oxford Square 
Townhomes June-July $300/ month, 
water included fully furnished. (662)701-
8543 
1 BDRm AvAILABLE JUNE & JULY 3 
Bedroom, 3 Bath House, fully furnished 
except bed. Close to square and cam-
pus. $500 a month (901)262-2992 

Condo for rent
CONDO FOR RENT 2 BD 1.5BA BEST 
LOCATION -NEWLY REMODELED, 
walk to campus. $350/per bedroom per 
month plus deposit Call 662-816-3955 
RENTAL CENTRAL: Available Soon 
3BR/3BA, townhouses in Saddle Creek. 
Appliances furnished, tile/hardwood 
floors, reasonable rates (662)595-4165 
www.oxfordmsapartments.com 
2BED/2BATH CONDO available for 
summer/ fall, W/ D, Dishwasher, gar-
bage disposal, INTERNET INCLUDED, 
tanning, tennis, fitness, volleyball, walk-
ing track, one mile south of campus, 
$760.00, JUSTIN (662)542-0611 
CONDO FOR SALE OR RENT- 1/2 
mile from Ole Miss Campus. 2 BR-2.5 
Bath. Call Joe @ 601-906-3131. 
pOpULAR CALTON HILL 3 bd/ 2.5 ba 
condo for rent. $1200/ month. Leas-
ing now. Available August 1. 12 month 
lease. 
Call 234-2390 if interested. 
4 BEDROOm, 4 & 1/2 BATH available 
at Magnolia Grove Condominiums 662-
801-4170, 662-234-6736 
2BR/1BA FURNISHED w/D WALK TO 
NEW LAW SCHOOL. Quiet. Cable and 
Water incl. (601)209-0546 (601)982-
2647. 

misCellaneous
pREGNANCY TEST CENTER Preg-
nancy Test, Limited Ultrasound, Infor-
mation on Abortion Effects, Parenting, 
and Adoption. All services are free and 
confidential. www.pregnancyoxford.
com. www.facebook.com/ pregnan-
cytestcenter (662)234-4414 
IF INTERESTED IN pART OR ALL of 
law library call (601)650-4222 

Business
AAA SELF STORAGE

RESERVE NOW!! 2locations: Molly 
Barr and Old Taylor Road. 662-513-
0199 www.myoxfordstorage.com

eduCational
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from 
Home. *Medical, *Business, *Parale-
gal, *AlliedHealth. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call 
877-206-5185. www.Centura.us.com 
AIRLINES ARE HIRING- Train for high 
paying Aviation Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if qualified - Job 
placement assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317. 

full-time
STILL LOOkING FOR SUmmER 
wORk? Make over $2600/mo. this 
summer working with Fast Trac Train-
ing. Locations available are Knoxville, 
Nashville, and Atlanta. For information 
call Jeff at (615) 579-4513 
GRApHIC CARTOON ARTIST for lib-
eral conception art. Call 662-607-5828 

LOOkING FOR UTILITY HANDS to 
start in the Oil/Gas Industry. Entry level 
positions start at $680-$780 per week. 
Sign up for training today. Call 850-243-
8966. 

part-time
BARTENDING $300/DAY POTENTIAL
No Experience Necessary, Train-
ing Available. Call 1-800-965-6520 
EXT155 

roommate
FEmALE-ROOmATE 

wANTED
GARDEN-TERRACE to share a fur-
nished 4-Bedroom-3.5bath house. 
Porch/ patio, walk-in-closets, fireplace, 
storage. $350/ month. 662 801 1223

FEmALE ROOmmATE 
wANTED

To share New 2BR 2BA Condo, quiet at-
mosphere, hardwood floors, new appli-
ances, porch, 10ft ceilings, pet friendly, 
close to campus. $375 & Electric. Pref-
erably Mature Student (580)744-1133

automoBiles

1991 FORD ExpLORER Runs great! 
$1,250 or BEST OFFER. Leave a mes-
sage. (432)294-0262 

misCellaneous for sale
LARGE mAHOGANY ROLL-TOp 
DESk. Approx. 130-140 years old. 
$5000. Newly refurbished by Tommy’s 
Antiques. Also, 1901 Player Piano. 
100+ year old Brass Bed, $300. Call 
(662)801-1375. 
HOBO LAUREN wALLET New 
with tags. $75 Call/text for more info 
(601)720-6868 

CLASSIFIEDS 
INFORMATION
To place your ad in The 
Daily Mississippian 
Classifieds section, visit: 
http://www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.

The deadline to place, correct 
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one 
day in advance.  The Daily Mis-
sissippian is published Monday 
through Friday year round, 
when school is in session. 

Classified ads must be 
prepaid.
All major credit cards ac-
cepted.

RATES:

- $ . 25 per word per day

- 15-word minimum

- No minimum run 

Additional Features 
(Web & Print):

Jumbo Headline - $3

Big Headline - $2

Bold Text - extra $ . 50 per 
word 

To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to 
refuse ads that appear to of-
fer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL
662.915.5503
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GARFIELD           BY JIM DAVIS

THE FUSCO BROTHERS           BY J.C. DUFFY

NON SEQUITUR                                       BY WILEY

DILBERT                                BY SCOTT ADAMS

DOONESBURY                               BY GARRY TRUDEAU

HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats
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LATE 

236-3030

3 MEDIUM
1 TOPPING

DEEP DISH EXTRA

$5
EACH

3 LARGE
1 TOPPING

$7
EACH

Recycle youR DM

WORDSEARCH
Music

Fine
Con Brio

Forte
Maestro
Piano
Vivo

Ad Libitum

Con Forza
Glissando

Meno
Poco

Cantabile
Con Moto

Grave

Molto
Ritardando

Sharp
Tone

Allegro
Scale

236-3030

OPEN 
LATE 

236-3030

3 MEDIUM
1 TOPPING

DEEP DISH EXTRA

$5
EACH

3 LARGE
1 TOPPING

$7
EACH
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Garfield           By Jim davis

The fusco BroThers           By J.c. duffy

NoN sequiTur                                       By Wiley

dilBerT                                By scoTT adams

dooNesBury                               By Garry Trudeau

HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats
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SENIOR 
HONORS THESIS 
PRESENTATION

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

Audrey Seal

The defense is open to the public.

“I Am Smart: The Effects 
of Summer Programs on 

Student Self-Efficacy”

Thursday, April 14th 

4:00 p.m.
Guyton Hall

Room 116

Afghanistan, Iraq and
 Beyond

Michael Hastings and Elise Jordan

Thursday, April 14 - 7:00 PM - Croft 107

Hastings has reported on Afghanistan and Iraq for  
Newsweek and other journals since 2005. His article “The Runaway  
General” led to the Obama Administration’s firing of  General 
McChrystal, and just won the George Polk Award for the best 
journalism article in 2011.  Jordan is writer and commentator 
who travels frequently to Afghanistan and Iraq. She has worked 
as a speech writer for Condoleeza Rice, and at the National  
Security Council, where she focused on strategic communications 
in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Croft lectures are free and open to the public.
For more information or if  you require assistance relating to a disability,

please contact Brooke Worthy at 662-915-1500 or  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:bworthy@olemiss.edu” bworthy@olemiss.edu.

www.croft.olemiss.edu

BIKE NIGHT
tonight

Cowboy Mario 
with mechanical bullBIKE NIGHTBIKE NIGHTBIKE NIGHT Cowboy Mario Cowboy Mario Cowboy Mario Cowboy Mario 
with mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bullwith mechanical bull&

MARIO WILL GIVE AWAY 2 BIKES FROM OXFORD BIKE CO

As the cliche goes, a baseball 
team has to be strong up the mid-
dle to be successful. This success 
starts with the Ole Miss baseball 
team’s double-play combination 
of junior shortstop Blake Newalu 
and sophomore second baseman 
Alex Yarbrough.

After offensive struggles early in 
conference play, Ole Miss coach 
Mike Bianco moved Newalu into 
the two-hole for a midweek game 
against Samford, and Yarbrough 
into the 3-hole for last week’s 
game against Southern Miss. 
Despite series losses to LSU and 
Georgia, the Diamond Rebels’ 
runs per game have increased 
from 5.28 to 6.44 since this line-
up change.

“Blake knows what he can do,” 
Ole Miss hitting coach Matt 
Mossberg said. “One of the rea-
sons why he’s been so consistent 
is he doesn’t try to go outside of 

what he knows he does well. 
“Alex, certainly, being in the 

three-hole, is now a guy (who) 
you count on more for double, 
triples, home run and driving in 
runs. But he’s been a guy that’s 
done that from the get-go.”

Newalu, a transfer from Chipo-
la Junior College in Florida, has 
started all but two games at short-
stop and is fourth on the team 
with a .309 batting average. He 
leads the team with 11 stolen bas-
es this season, including a season-
high three stolen bases in a 12-7 
win over Georgia last Sunday. As 
a two-hole hitter, he understands 
his role is to get on base, move 
runners into scoring position and 
put pressure on the defense.

“Everyone knows that when 
you get guys like that on base, 
the guys behind them tend to see 
more fastballs because you have 
to control the running game,” 
Mossberg said. “It’s kind of that 
vicious cycle.”

Yarbrough, a second-year start-
er at second base for Ole Miss, 

started the season in the two-hole 
before moving down in the line-
up and finally settling into the 
three-hole. He is second on the 
team in batting average (.341), 
home runs (3) and runs batted in 
(23), while he leads the team in 
doubles (10), triples (3) and runs 
scored (28). He enters this week-
end’s Kentucky series coming 
off back-to-back three-hit games 
against Georgia and Southern 
Miss.

“I love (hitting in the three-
hole) because I’ve got guys set-

ting the table in front of me, 
and I’ve got Matt Smith, prob-
ably the best hitter on our team, 
(hitting behind me),” Yarbrough 
said. “Nobody has ever wanted 
to pitch to Matt Smith since he’s 
been here. I’m going to get a lot 
of good pitches to hit, and so far 
I have.”

Continuing the “strong up the 
middle” theme is sophomore 
outfielder Tanner Mathis. From 
his leadoff spot, he sets the table 
for Newalu and Yarbrough at 
the top of the lineup and senior 

first baseman Matt Smith and ju-
nior outfielder Matt Tracy in the 
middle of the lineup. Mathis, the 
Diamond Rebels’ everyday center 
fielder, also leads the team with a 
.348 batting average and extend-
ed a season-long hitting streak 
to 17 straight games on Tuesday 
night against Southern Miss.

“Those three guys at the top of 
the lineup have had great years 
offensively,” Bianco said. “We 
need to get the guys behind them 
to swing (the bats) a little bit bet-
ter besides Smith.”

BY AUSTIN MILLER
The Daily Mississippian

Newalu, Yarbrough make Ole Miss strong up the middle 

ALL PHOTOS BY ALEX EDWARDS | The Daily Mississippian

Ole Miss shortstop Blake Newalu (left) and second baseman Alex Yarbrough (right) potent 1-2 punch for the Rebels both 
offensively and defensively. 

your morning pick me up
T h e  S T u d e n T  n e w S p a p e r  o f 

T h e  u n i v e r S i T y  o f  M i S S i S S i p p i

The  Daily  Mississippian
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SENIOR 
HONORS THESIS 
PRESENTATION

If you require special assistance relating to a 
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at 

662-915-7266.

Danielle Nodurft

The defense is open to the public.

“Effects of Silver or 
Nanosilver Solutions on Fish 

Embryo or Gill Toxicity”

Thursday, April 14th 

2:00 p.m
Natural Products Center

Room 3054

234 -8648 (UNIV)

PLEASE DRINK REPSONSIBLY

ALL YOU CAN EAT CATFISH
AND $10 BOTTLE OF NAKED GRAPE WINE

Starts at 5PM
Happy Hour (3-6PM)
1/2 off Appetizers 

2for1 Domestics and Wells

PLEASE DRINK REPSONSIBLY

ALL YOU CAN EAT CATFISHALL YOU CAN EAT CATFISHALL YOU CAN EAT CATFISH

PLEASE DRINK REPSONSIBLY

$10 BOTTLE OF NAKED GRAPE WINE$10 BOTTLE OF NAKED GRAPE WINE

22forforfor

ANDAND $10 BOTTLE OF NAKED GRAPE WINE$10 BOTTLE OF NAKED GRAPE WINEANDAND $10 BOTTLE OF NAKED GRAPE WINE$10 BOTTLE OF NAKED GRAPE WINE

PLEASE DRINK RESPO
NSIBLY

WE ALSO HAVE A SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT FOR                  THOSE  65 AND OLDER ON MON THRU FRIDAY 11 TO 2:30

ENJOY A RACK AT THE SHAK!
ENJOY GREAT FOOD AND ATMOSPHERE FOR ALL AGES

662.259.2873 • 10 THACKER RD • OXFORD, MS 38655

LIVE ON FRIDAY: THE BLUES MEN
ADAM GUSSOW & SHINE TURNER

DAILY HAPPY 
HOUR

DAILY LUNCH 
SPECIAL

mon - fri
11am-2:30pm

MONDAY-THURSDAY •11AM - 9PM                           FRIDAY-SATURDAY •11AM-10PM

NEPHEW OF
IKE TURNER

3036 Davis Drive - Oxford, MS 38655
662-236-4749

w w w . o a k g r o v e o x f o r d m s . c o m

2 Bedrooms • Full Size Appliances 

Cable and High Speed Internet Included

Pets Welcome - Kennels Available

Fireplace (Wood Provided)

Pool • Private Patio • Gas Grill

ONE MILE FROM CAMPUS

Come see us at...

Want Quiet Luxury Living?

GARRETT, FRIDAY & GARNER, PLLC
Preston Ray Garrett

(662) 281-0438
1205 Office Park Drive, Oxford, MS 38655 

The above listing of these areas does not indicate certification of expertise herein.

Let our legal team work for you.
DUI DEFENSE

Rebel football fans will see the 
return of No. 38 to the field this 
year after a five-year absence.

Tonight at 7 p.m., the 22nd-
annual Chucky Mullins Cour-
age Award will be given to a 
rising defensive star. The award 
banquet will take place at the 
Indoor Practice Facility with 
tickets available at the UM Box 
Office. The recipient will have 
the honor of wearing the No. 38 
jersey. 

The number is a historic part 
of Ole Miss football and is one 
of two retired at the school. 
No. 38 represents courage, de-
termination and perseverance 
to those who know the story of 
the person behind the number: 
Chucky Mullins. 

In 1989 Mullins was a rising 
star on the Rebel football team, 
but in a homecoming game 
against Vanderbilt, his football 

career was cut short. While 
making a tackle, Mullins broke 
his neck and was left paralyzed 
from the neck down.

Mullins was known for his 
determination on the football 
field, and after the injury he 
continued to demonstrate that 
grit. For months he was in re-
habilitation, a difficult and, at 
many times, grueling experi-
ence, but he never gave up.

Two years after the injury, 
Mullins was back in Oxford 
attending classes. He vowed 
to earn his degree from the 
University of Mississippi. His 
never-quit attitude did not dis-
sipate even after he endured so 
much.

Unfortunately, in May of 
1991 Mullins stopped breath-
ing while getting ready for class. 
Five days later Chucky Mullins 
passed away.

Mullins’ short life has been an 
inspiration to many. His defi-
ance and determination moti-
vated the creation of the Chucky 

Mullins Courage Award.
Jamil Northcutt, now assis-

tant athletics director of Inter-
nal Operations, received the 
Courage Award in 2003. North-
cutt said that the return of the 
No. 38 jersey to the Rebel field 
will be a fantastic reminder of 
Chucky and his legacy.

“The reason it was retired was 
because we wanted to bring more 
prestige, and what we found was 
when we did retire it, the con-
versation about it died down,” 
Northcutt said. “But now with 
it coming back, seeing No. 38 
run down the field will be a 
reminder to people about who 
Chucky was and what he stood 
for and then also the character 
of the individual who wears it.”

The award recipient will be a 
player who exhibits those char-
acteristics of determination and 
courage both on and off the 
field. 

Northcutt said the recipient 
will be a player who is a leader 
and who understands how im-
portant it is to help improve 
those around you.

“What Chucky brought to 
the team was a mentality that 
he was going to make everybody 
better,” Northcutt said. “Lead-
ership is about servanthood and 
helping everybody else around 
you reach their potential.”

The recipient of the Chucky 
Mullins Courage Award is some-
one who demonstrates the pas-
sion and drive of its namesake. 
The award is about the courage 
and willpower Chucky himself 
stood for, before and after his 
tragic injury.

“It wasn’t about the traumatic 
event that made him who he 
was. It was the stuff before that, 
fighting through life,” Northcutt 
said. “The recipient is someone 
who has a burning deep drive 
and is determined.”

Chucky Mullins Courage Award to be presented tonight 
BY KAITLYN DUBOSE
The Daily Mississippian

FILE PHOTO | The Daily Mississippian

Ole Miss football coach Houston Nutt stands next to the bust of Chucky Mullins, right be-
low the student section, before the Rebels take the field. The 22nd annual Chucky Mullins 
takes place at 7 p.m. tonight at the Indoor Practice Facility. 
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