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Shamsi Daneshvari Berry

Annual Awards Program Honors UM Faculty and
Students
HEADWAE recognizes academic achievement, contributions to higher learning

MARCH 14, 2019 BY EDWIN B. SMITH

University of Mississippi students and faculty were among the honorees at the 32nd annual Higher Education
Appreciation Day-Working for Academic Excellence, or HEADWAE, awards program last month in Jackson.
Pictured, from left, are Ann Elizabeth Monroe, assistant dean, director of assessment and associate
professor in the UM School of Education; Donna West-Strum, UM associate provost and professor of
pharmacy administration; and Edward Elam Miller, a senior from Murfreesboro, Tennessee, who is majoring
in public policy leadership. Submitted photo

OXFORD, Miss. – University of Mississippi students and faculty were among the honorees at the 32nd
annual Higher Education Appreciation Day-Working for Academic Excellence, or HEADWAE, awards
program last month in Jackson.

Edward Elam Miller, a senior from Murfreesboro, Tennessee, who is majoring in public policy leadership,
and Megan Poirrier Ladner, assistant professor of occupational therapy and a Doctor of Health
Administration student at the UM Medical Center, are the student honorees.

Ann Elizabeth Monroe, assistant dean, director of assessment and associate professor in the UM
School of Education, and Shamsi Daneshvari Berry, assistant professor of health informatics and
information management at UMMC, are the university’s faculty representatives at the awards program.

“I was pleasantly surprised to find out that I would be honored with
this award,” said Miller, the Associated Student Body president.
“It’s a special experience to know that some of the state’s most
esteemed public servants recognize my contribution to higher
education as a student.

“It gives me confidence to keep working toward the betterment of
myself and higher education in Mississippi.”

Monroe said it is a great honor to represent the university.

“I think HEADWAE is a nice way for the Mississippi Legislature
to show that it values education and what the institutes of higher
learning are doing across the state,” said Monroe, the university’s
2018 Elsie M. Hood Award recipient for excellence in teaching. “It
was nice that the Mississippi Legislature took the time to honor
us and thank us for what we do in higher education.”

Ladner received her bachelor’s degree in occupational therapy, graduating magna cum laude, from the
UM Medical Center in 2004 and her master’s in early intervention from the University of Southern
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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Mississippi in 2007. She has served as an occupational therapist at River Oaks Hospital in Jackson
since 2007 and joined the UMMC faculty as an assistant professor of occupational therapy in 2012.

After earning her bachelor’s degree in anthropology at the University of California at Davis in 1998, Berry
received her master’s in 2003 and her doctorate in 2011 from the University of New Mexico, where she
also completed a postdoctoral fellowship in biomedical informatics. After serving as adjunct faculty in
the Department of Health Sciences Library and Informatics Center at the University of New Mexico, she
joined the UMMC faculty as an assistant professor of health informatics and information management in
2016.

HEADWAE was established by legislative resolution to honor students and faculty from the state’s
public and private institutions of higher learning who have made outstanding contributions in promoting
academic excellence.

The UM and UMMC honorees were among 62 others from Mississippi’s 34 public and private
universities and colleges.

The winners toured the state Capitol Feb. 26 and attended an awards luncheon where Gov. Phil Bryant
was the keynote speaker.

FILED UNDER: COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS, NEWS RELEASES, SCHOOL OF EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY OF
MISSISSIPPI MEDICAL CENTER
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