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Daniel Durkin

Applied Sciences Faculty Member Named Faculty Senate
Chair
Daniel Durkin begins his tenure this summer

JUNE 10, 2021 BY STAFF REPORT

OXFORD, Miss. – Daniel Durkin, an associate professor of social
work at the University of Mississippi, has been named chair of the
Faculty Senate for the upcoming three-year term.

The Faculty Senate makes recommendations to the chancellor,
provost and Council of Academic Administrators on policies affecting
the university and provides guidance on such matters when asked. It
also keeps the faculty informed of its recommendations and reports
these recommendations at regular faculty meetings.

As chair, Durkin represents the faculty as a voting member of the
Council of Academic Administrators. The chair, as directed by the
Senate, acts as adviser in administering the university’s affairs.

“In 2019, I served on the Faculty Senate, and one of the committees
I served on was the governance committee,” Durkin said. “Then for
the second year, the previous chair of the governance committee
became the secretary of the Faculty Senate, and I became the chair
of the governance committee.

“That became a very high-profile position because there were lots and lots of instances that came up
that required the governance committee’s attention.”

In his position with the governance committee, Durkin was charged with revising the grievance policy.

“While we were holding listening sessions and meeting with different people, we found out that there
was a whole lot that that really needed to be done,” he said. “Our final recommendation that we’re going
to work on the summer is coming up with the flowchart to determine where faculty should go according
to the issue at hand.

“There was just a lot of confusion about where you should go when you had a particular issue, and then
what the responsibilities are of equal opportunity and regulatory compliance, Title IX, the provost’s office
or H.R.”

Peter Grandjean, dean of the School of Applied Sciences, is thrilled to have Durkin represent the
school.

“I congratulate Daniel for being elected to serve as the chair of Faculty Senate,” Grandjean said. “He has
a heart for serving others and will be a strong advocate for UM faculty.”

Durkin received his Master of Social Work with a concentration in mental health in 2002 and a doctorate
with an emphasis in gerontology in 2010 from the University of Alabama. Following his doctoral studies,
he completed a postdoctoral research fellowship at the Center for Quality Aging at Vanderbilt University
School of Medicine in 2012.

From 2012 to ’19, Durkin was a social work faculty member at the University of West Florida.

Durkin’s research has examined many issues concerned with aging: family caregiving for older adults
with dementia in the community, the male caregiving experience and assisting families with the
transition to nursing home care. He also earned the Distinguished Teaching Award from UWF’s Student
Government Association in 2015.
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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