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Steven Soifer

Applied Sciences Welcomes New Social Work Department
Chair
Steven Soifer brings 38 years of teaching, research to UM

FEBRUARY 6, 2019 BY STAFF REPORT

OXFORD, Miss. – The University of Mississippi School of
Applied Sciences has named Steven Soifer as chair for
the Department of Social Work.

Soifer previously was chair of the Department of Social Work in
the School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy at the University of
Memphis. He was responsible for overseeing all aspects of
curriculum design, delivery and evaluation; faculty and staff
hiring, retention, promotion and tenure; research and scholarship
activities; development; strategic planning; and student
engagement for undergraduate and graduate students for one of
the university’s fastest-growing master’s programs.

Under Soifer’s leadership, the Master of Social Work program at
Memphis improved from being unranked to appearing in the top
half of U.S. News and World Report’s annual publication of best
M.S.W. programs.

“I hope to bring the skills I learned while being Department of
Social Work chair at the University of Memphis to the UM Department of Social Work and take our
program to new heights,” Soifer said. “The department’s potential is unlimited.”

After completing a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Denison University and an M.S.W. from
Washington University, Soifer earned his doctorate in social welfare from Brandeis University.

With 38 years of teaching experience, he held full-time academic appointments at the University of
Memphis, University of Maryland at Baltimore, University of Washington, Trinity College and Community
College of Vermont.

Soifer is a contributing author of 10 books and lead author of an additional five books, including
“Community Economic Development and Social Work” (Columbia University Press, 2014). He also has
contributed seven book chapters as lead author in topics ranging from mental health promotions in
schools and racism and social welfare to community organization, housing and paruresis.

With an additional 19 referred articles in his publishing history, Soifer has been cited more than 500
times. Since 1997, he has conducted more than 150 presentations, seminars and workshops in 45
cities, 25 states and eight different countries.

An expert in social work and social welfare, Soifer has been interviewed on hundreds of radio stations
and in dozens of newspapers, magazines and television stations around the world, including the Wall
Street Journal, The New York Times, The Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, Newsweek and USA
Today.

“Dr. Soifer offers a wealth of experience and expertise to the chair position in social work,” said Peter
Grandjean, dean of the School of Applied Sciences.

“His strong record of scholarship, teaching and service sets a bright example for our social work faculty
and staff. We welcome the stability and vision he brings to the outstanding work already going on in the
department.”

The School of Applied Sciences offers professional preparation programs that integrate academic study,
clinical training, creative research, service-learning and community outreach, leading to the development
of leaders whose professional endeavors will improve health and well-being. The school’s vision is for
academic excellence – that each department will be recognized by their respective scientific,
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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professional and community organizations as a hub for scholarly thought, professional development and
community impact.

For more information about the Department of Social Work, visit http://sw.olemiss.edu/ or call 662-
915-7336.
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