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Officials from the University of Mississippi and Northwest Mississippi Community College gather at the
DeSoto Center campus in Southaven to introduce the new Path 4 partnership to aid local students as they
work toward their college degrees close to home. Joining the signing event are (from left) Keith Reed,
Northwest-DeSoto Center dean; NMCC President Michael Heindl; Lee Caldwell, DeSoto County supervisor;
UM Interim Chancellor Larry Sparks; and Rick Gregory, UM assistant provost for regional campuses and
DeSoto Center director. Photo by Pam Starling/UM Division of Outreach and Continuing Education

Area Colleges Team Up to Simplify Degree Completion
Northwest and Ole Miss launch Path4 program at DeSoto Center campus

AUGUST 26, 2019 BY PAM STARLING

SOUTHAVEN, Miss. – Northwest Mississippi Community College and the University of Mississippi
have shared space at the DeSoto Center campus in Southaven for more than 20 years; before that, both
institutions offered classes in what is now the Southaven City Hall building off Stateline Road.

This four-decade partnership has helped thousands of DeSoto County residents earn college degrees
close to home.

Representatives from both schools recently came together to announce Path4, a new development in
their joint model that will offer a seamless four-year college experience and an expanded list of services
for students, including financial aid that can be used at both institutions.

“We all recognize that education is the way up and the way out,” UM Interim Chancellor Larry Sparks
said.

“We strive for transformative experiences for students who come through our doors, and this expanded
program will help those in DeSoto County who have obligations and aspirations to earn a degree and
change their life.”

The Path4 initiative was developed by UM and Northwest faculty and staff members looking to give local
students a more streamlined journey to a college education as well as a college experience.

Northwest President Michael Heindl stressed the importance of college degree completion on the
economy of the region.

“We know, and research shows, that students who earn a certificate or degree at the community
college will earn more over their lifetimes, and those earnings are multiplied greatly when students earn
a bachelor’s degree and other graduate degrees,” he said.

“Many students choose Northwest and Ole Miss to stay in DeSoto County and continue on in their
chosen career pathway toward success.”

Although the DeSoto campus does see students who come to take a few courses, the target audience
for this new program will be students who are invested in the community and want to stay in DeSoto
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Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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County while completing their college education, said Rick Gregory, assistant provost for regional
education and UM-DeSoto director.

“When developing the program, we looked at how the college experience at the DeSoto Center could
help place-bound students be successful academically, socially, emotionally, and allow them to have a
fun college experience that will create positive memories they can look back on,” Gregory said.

The group identified one of the largest barriers would be financial aid.

Until now, students could use their federal financial aid only at one institution at a time. Toward the end
of their sophomore or early junior years, many DeSoto Center students may be dual-enrolled at both
Northwest and Ole Miss.

The new financial aid consortium agreement signed Aug. 22 by Heindl and Sparks makes it possible for
a student to receive federal funds for tuition at both institutions during the same semester while he or
she is working toward a degree.

Other selling points of the program include a simplified admissions process and coordinated advising to
ensure a smooth path to graduation.

New scholarship opportunities will be available for students, as well as joint student services such as
clubs and organizations that all students can take advantage of to gain professional experience and
enhance their job opportunities.

“Path4 will be the program that will help students achieve their dreams faster and easier than ever
before,” Heindl said.

Visit http://path4desoto.com/ for program details and contact information.
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