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Nancy Wicker, UM professor of Art

Art History Professor Helps Create Online Database of
Medieval Works
Collaboration with Catholic University will feature art and artifacts from early
northern Europe

MAY 5, 2013 BY EDWIN SMITH

OXFORD, Miss. – A University of Mississippi professor is helping create an online database to provide
easier access to information about the art and material culture of early medieval northern Europe,
including that of the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons.

Nancy Wicker, UM professor of art history, is collaborating with Lilla Kopár of Catholic University of
America and the Institute of Advanced Technologies in the Humanities at the University of Virginia to
establish “Project Andvari: A Digital Portal to the Visual World of Early Medieval Northern Europe”. The
project received a $27,000 digital humanities start-up grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities’ Office of Digital Humanities.

“Our goal is to build an online database to facilitate access to
digital collections of art and artifacts from early medieval
northern Europe,” Wicker said. “These resources are now
scattered around the world, and monographs and catalogs
listing inscriptions, runes and monuments are out-of-print or
difficult to find.”

The project staff aims to build a single aggregate search
engine that links to other databases, cultural heritage sites,
museums and archives. Users will be able to search for
iconographic parallels, learn about new finds, detect potential
comparative material and follow the development and
distribution of visual elements, media and types of artifacts.

“Fewer (NEH grants) were awarded than in previous years
because of the sequester, so we feel very honored to have
been awarded the grant,” Wicker said. “There were eight
awards for the Level I grants (for which UM and CUA applied),
and 15 for the Level II awards.”

The Institute of Advanced Technologies in the Humanities will provide technical guidance as the
project develops, and IATH co-directors Daniel Pitti and Worthy Martin will participate in a two-day
workshop. Art historians, literary scholars, archaeologists and museum professionals from the United
Kingdom, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Germany and the U.S. will meet to discuss and recommend the
conceptual foundations for a prototype system. IATH will also host the project’s website and provide
technical support and data.
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Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program
OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dolls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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Donors
Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders
OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship – a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association – are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship
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Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment
Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at
the University of Mississippi as the
school’s first African-American student.
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“James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a
collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
honors this historic milestone with
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