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Mia Kaplan gives an outdoor lecture on her process of
creating ‘Swamp Flower.’

Artist to Paint Outdoor Sculpture at UM Museum
Public invited to watch transformation of piece

APRIL 20, 2016 BY KIRSTEN MCGILL

OXFORD, Miss. – Artist Mia Kaplan will return
to Oxford this weekend to paint her outdoor
sculpture that was installed last fall on the front
lawn of the University of Mississippi Museum.

The artist plans to paint from 8 a.m. to noon
Friday (April 22) and then cover the piece with a
glossy coat on Saturday morning. This will be
an outdoor event for all ages in the community
to drop by and experience the sculpture’s
transformation.

The sculpture, “Swamp Flower,” was inspired by
the resilience and mystery of water lilies that

grow near Kaplan’s home, she said.

“I’m inspired by how something that appears so delicate can be so strong, and how many things that
seem strong are in fact delicate in the grand scheme of things,” Kaplan said.

Rebecca Phillips, the museum’s membership, events, and communications coordinator, said she hopes
a good crowd will come watch the process.

“The raw metal flower will now become bright-colored and will give the museum lawn a vibrant feel and
look,” Phillips said.

Kaplan said she is eager to be back in Oxford to take on this new project and to be able to discuss the
completed art with friends.

“I get chills being on the campus of U of M and was thoroughly inspired by the landscape surrounding
William Faulkner’s home, the sloping trails and canopies of trees,” Kaplan said. “It’s a wild place.”

As a Southern artist who works primarily in organic forms, Kaplan said nature is what makes the most
sense to her. She is interested in recording things from the perspective of a naturalist.

“Nature is something that many people relate to as a metaphor for humanity,” Kaplan said.
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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