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MEREDITH RETURNS 50 YEARS LATER

Fifty years affer becoming the first black student enrolled at Ole Miss, James Meredith talked about his new book, education and

his statue on campus.

BY KAYLA CARPENTER

krcarpen@go.olemiss.edu

James Meredith returned to
Oxford last night where his
journey began 50 years ago, to
sign and discuss his new book,
“Mission from God: A Memoir
and Challenge for America.”

“This is the most important
event of my life,” Meredith said
during his book signing at Off
Square Books.

Meredith is no stranger to
important events. Fifty years
ago in the fall of 1962 Meredith
became the first black student
admitted to the University of

Mississippi.

In his book, which was writ-
ten with William Doyle, Mer-
edith recounts his time at Ole
Miss. He also encourages and
expresses his passion for qual-
ity public education for all.
Meredith also tells of his March
Against Fear in 1966 where he

AUSTIN MCAFEE | The Daily Mississippian

had planned to walk 220 miles
through Mississippi to pro-
test voting rights, but it ended
early when a man in the crowd
shot him. Unlike the variety of
works previously written about
Meredith and this achievement

See MEREDITH, PAGE 5
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Isaac causes widespread flooding along Mississippi Gulf Coast

STEPHEN QUINN | NEWSWATCH

MOSS POINT - Resi-
dents of the storm-saturated
Mississippi Gulf Coast ven-
tured out today to examine
damage from Isaac as local
governments lifted curfews.
Some neighborhoods flood-
ed as the tropical storm con-
tinued dumping heavy rains
on its slow trek northward.

Some coastal businesses
and roads reopened, but
many people who had evac-
uated still couldn’t make it
home because of standing
water in low-lying areas
and along rivers. Near the
western end of Mississippi’s

coastline, beachside roads
were covered in sand, and
several dead nutria -- large
semiaquatic rodents -- lit-
tered Beach Boulevard in
Hancock County.

A tow truck driver, Greg-
ory Alan Parker, 62, of
Picayune, was killed early
Thursday when Isaac’s
high winds and heavy rains
knocked a tree onto his ve-
hicle in his hometown, one
county up from the coast
and just across the state line
from Louisiana.

See ISAAC, PAGE 4

Forward Together
halfway to $150
million goal

The UMAA Foundation and
Ole Miss Athletics announced
Thursday that the Forward To-
gether Campaign has reached
$75 million, halfway to the

overall goal of $150 million.

BY AUSTIN MILLER

dmmanaging@gmail.com

UMAA executive direc-
tor Keith Carter set a goal of
$80 million for the Forward
Together campaign by Sept.
1, and Ole Miss Athletics an-
nounced Thursday the cam-
paign reached $75 million in
total gifts.

This puts the campaign
halfway to the overall goal of
$150 million.

The new total includes an
anonymous donation of $3.7
million, which is the largest
gift in the history of the Ole
Miss athletics department by
a single individual or organi-
zation. Since the start of the
campaign, 2,471 donors have
contributed gifts that range
from $10 to $3.7 million.

“We really felt like this was
some positive information
that we wanted to get out,”
Carter said.

“To pass the $75 million
mark, halfway to our goal in
the campaign, is a huge step.
And it’s something we felt
like going into our first game,
with all of the excitement
that surrounds the first week-
end of the season, that we
wanted to kick that off with a

ositive announcement.

“We’re really happy about
where we are, but there’s
more work to do. We got to
continue to grow that rev-
enue and to create private
dollars, and we’ll continue
to do that. We hope that this
release will not only excite
people, but also challenge
people as well that there’s
still work to do. We’re right
on track but we’ve got to
continue to move the cam-
paign forward.”

As Ole Miss nears the $80

See FORWARD, PAGE 5
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s smoking a
privilege or a
righte

BY ALEXANDRA WILLIAMSON

aewillia@go.clemiss.edu

Before Isaac set his course
to drench North Mississippi,
there was supposed to be a
protest of the University’s
new smoking ban in the
Grove today. Smokers and
nonsmokers alike have RS-
VPed to the facebook event,
which states in the descrip-
tion that “[t/his isn’t about
smokers versus non smokers.
It’s about freedom and per-
sonal responsibility.”

I can see that argument.
This is America, and while
freedoms of all sorts are
slipping away from us at an

See SMOKING, PAGE 3

COLUMN

BY ANDREW DICKSON

addickso@go.olemiss.edu

Many accounts of the patch
of grass situated in the middle
of our campus bring to mind
William James’ description
of an ineffable religious ex-
perience: Often those writing
about the Grove contest that
the experience cannot be prop-
erly put into words.

A bold claim once came
from ESPN’s Jim Caple: “Tail-
gating in the Grove is an expe-
rience so sublime even native
son William Faulkner would be
at a loss to describe it” — I beg
your pardon! — The verbose
novelist from New Albany at a
loss — for words? The Grove is
unique, but a fitting description
can be written.

A brick pathway, designat-
ed the “Walk of Champions,”
runs from the Student Union
through the Grove and is lined
on both sides by oaks, elks,
and magnolias. Aesthetics vary
from tailgate to tailgate, but

Drinks with Dionysus

the standard setup includes
a stand-up tent supplied with
a table topped with food and
a cooler packed with drinks;
more extravagant tents may
include flat-screen TVs with
satellite access, fine china and
even a hired security guard to
watch over such a setup when
the tailgaters leave for the
ame.

And all of this is endlessly
enchanting, no doubt, but on
paper this description (sans the
fine china) does not separate
the Grove from any tailgating
experience worth its weight
in salt. The Grove is a vibrant
space, and we do fill it with
style, but the “mystique” that is
so often spoken of has less to
do with all the material objects
crammed into it on game day
and more to do with the Dio-
nysian attitude shared between
Ole Miss fans. An attitude that
emanates ecstasy all around
and predisposes one toward
ritualistic madness.

“Grovers” arrive on Friday
nights before game days to
claim a spot and set up their
tents. On Saturday morning
they wake near dawn, pack the
car with food and drink and
proceed to party for hours on

end — win or lose, rain or shine.

Many of my friends have
moved on to new cities the last
few years — Grove Saturdays
are the only time of the year
I get to see some of them. A
toast is always in order for that
which brings us home again.

In short, it is the very attitude
that compels so many Ole Miss
fans to produce such a blissful
atmosphere and the feeling of
homecoming experienced si-
multaneously by thousands of
people that make the Grove
worth experiencing.

However, there is more to the
Grove than all of the satisfying
things I have to say about it.
Perhaps those who have been
sold on the perfect innocence
of our sacred space should put
me down now.

You are free to disagree, but I
will argue from experience that
there is a strong correlation be-
tween our overflowing spirit
and the other “spirits” that fill
the Grove. While a genuine
zeal for returning home, see-
ing old friends and catching a
football game contribute to our
ecstatic state of mind, I find
it dismissive not to mention
the widespread use of a con-
sciousness-altering drug — how

Dionysian would the Grove be
without its alcohol content?

To answer that question, take
a stroll to the game and ob-
serve how many of our fans are
sitting on their hands. Some
would even sacrifice the game
itself in favor of experiencing
the Grove — watch as the popu-
lation I'm referring to leaves a
close game at halftime.

But my aim is not to moral-
ize. I approve of the use of such
a consciousness-altering drug,
provided it is used responsi-
bly. Alcohol, in true Dionysian
fashion, liberates its users from
petty self-consciousness and
frees them to dance. Further-
more, I can’t really blame fans
for choosing to leave for the
Grove at halftime if the game is
not even close. The spirit of the
Grove is infinitely more worth-
while than a football team with
the spirit of gravity.

After a long week of classes
for students and a long time to
be gone for returning alumni,
Dionysus beckons: “Truly I tell
you: Soon you will be with me
in paradise.”

Andrew Dickson is a religious
studies senior from Terry. Follow
him on Twitter @addoxfordms.
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OPINION

SMOKING,

continued from page 2

alarming rate (’'m looking at
you, PATRIOT Act, NDAA
and SOPA/PIPA) we've
still got the opportunity to
smoke a cigarette, after we
pay the exorbitant taxes on
them, of course. There are
laws about where people
can smoke and how far away
from doors they have to be.
Smokers have largely been
forced to go outside and
huddle in a far off corner if
they want to engage in their
vices. But really, I'm okay
with that. When you’re do-
ing something that has a pos-
sibility to negatively affect
passersby’s health, it makes
sense to put you in a corner
away from passersby. It does
not, however, make sense to
tell you that you can’t smoke
anymore, which is exactly
what has been done.

The ASB and the admin-
istration have gone about
this absolutely the wrong
way. Never did the students,
staff or faculty at large get
the chance to vote on such
a measure. Before the ban,
we had smoking areas. Peo-
ple largely smoked in the
smoking areas--which were

poorly labeled and even
more poorly enforced--but
some folks didn’t, and as of-
ten happens, they were the
ones on whom anti-smokers
chose to focus.

The mnext logical step
would be to increase vis-
ibility of the smoking areas,
both so that the smokers
knew where to go and so
that nonsmokers who were
particularly opposed to ciga-
rette smoke would be able
to take an alternate route to
class. Additionally, the exist-
ing fines for smoking outside
of the smoking areas could
have been enforced. Be-
tween UPD and Cobra, the
manpower was there. But
for some reason, the logical
thought pattern to the ASB
and the administration was
to see that a small percent-
age of people were not abid-
ing by the existing rules and
then decide to just place an
outright ban on smoking in-
stead of simply enforcing ex-
isting rules.

Of course, looking at this
as a skeptic, one will recog-
nize that the University prof-
its from this in the form of a
PR boost and the revenues
from the fines on those who
will continue to smoke on
campus. Maybe the tuition

hikes and increase in price
for the parking decals just
weren’t plugging the holes
in their budget. But I digress.

This smoking ban is bad.
It doesn’t just affect the guys
coming from Fraternity Row
after lunch with a trail of cig-
arette smoke behind them,
who have largely (and quite
unofficially) been identified
as the individuals who were
not following the smoking
area rules. This affects all the
students, including the ones
who are required to live on
campus their freshman year.
This affects all of the faculty
and staff. This affects our
alumni, who pay hundreds
or thousands of dollars to
the University for season
tickets each year. This affects
our guests, who travel to the
University for football, guest
speaking opportunities and
a number of other occasions
every semester. This affects
everyone.

I understand that smok-
ing kills. I know that it is
dangerous and could even
be dangerous to people that
don’t smoke but are around
smoke. Smoking is bad, and
if you do it long enough, it’s
more than likely going to
kill you. That’s a really good

reason for me not to smoke.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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It’s a terrible reason for me
to stop you from doing it.
The smoking areas were a
good compromise; if you
wanted to smoke, you were
to stay in areas that non-
smokers could easily avoid.
Going back to that and ac-
tually attempting to enforce

the rules is a perfect way to
respect personal freedoms
and allow people to protect

their good health.

Alexandra Williamson is an
accountancy senior from Frisco,
Texas. Follow her on Twitter @
alyxwi.

Want to get involved

and mgake 5 difference’

Petitions for the
ASB Senate
are now available
in Room 408 of
the Student Union.

Completed petitions are due back
Friday, Aug. 31, 2012
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Confessions of
the Black Bear

Dhcar Ol Miss fans,

| knanw it ' nnt narmial fTor maseots tawTite
eohmnns. Who teally cares what a fake hear has,
to g2y ahomt enrrent events. Rot Tve heen the
subjoct of alotof newes abouttown, and alat of
soesdp, so Llgured L was my Luzn Lo ek

Things started out pretor good for me &nd
0le Mize hack in 2010, Twas an onemployed
miseot doing what I neoded to do ko get by the
oeeseiomal add joh, waiting tahles, 2nd waiking
for my big break. When my agenl eolled o
garly one morning and told me [ was in the
mnning to ba tha new maseat at Ole Miaa, |
vizm shontt as pomped asa hear can he

When Lol e mews ol T wor o conlesl,
Unal T gl Wl Ole BMiss mie, il was e linppiest
Aoy of ooy Lile, T gol noles frome Gy, frieods
and my buddies in the mascot commuonity. 1t
was a month long celebration. T was an STC
nusaol TRl Qo big loe!

Tleen thinge slowly Lurned from good o
L. s T poepared Lo o Lo Cradoed, 1 lewened
that the contest 1 won didn't exactly field the
tomghest competition_"The only real challenger
wias 4 ... Land Shark? In Mississippt? Come on,
Prupled!

1t wasn't a real election, my agent told me.
because e real fan Beorile wasidlon (e bal-
Iat. The truth, | sanr learned, was this: the fans
anul shwdents didn’t really want ma. They chose
e bovause e wuseol Uwes loved was pushied
wiler early relicemenl.,

Whataver vor thonghtz on the matter, |
was — and am - 2 reboond mascot, And for anv-
omewhohas ever heen a rebomd hodfriend ar
girkfriend, # stinks!

Tleose are B facks. Thals bhow I gal lere.
1 toak the job knowing those tacts, and hoping

that ever time, folles wonld warmnp to me, 2nd

peves pasl Lol ol eascol.
There are some Ole Miss fans of good
will who love e, aod many goud peuple who
don't. Hor those of wou wwho don't, 1 want von
ta &t least hear swhat mv 15t year was lika here
in Oxford. I want pou to walk in oy for for a
mwrend as we cnler this exeiling pew year of
Ol Miss sporls. A veor of news beglinings,
And a0 1 ask von, did any of yon ever think
for a mirimte aboutwhat it weslike to be me on
came day last year? Tet me tell yon, it wasn't
[oue T hod snsiely altacks cvery day e Ui
first football zame on. Om Thursday night
capeeially Thursdey's before bomme sames
— the dresd wonld set in, By Friday morning,
I was s stressed ant that
SveR my acupunciurist
couldot calon me down,
Friday mights would have
heen sleepleas without
the assistanee of & pood
Incal pharmaciat (yon
Luowe who vou are), and

AN Pary AtramT preen
Teas.

It"s so wrang far a
pemsenl Lo be alradd of home gaees, So lersibly
ICILTE e

Then came the games, By kick-off, [ was
a0 skittish abont things that Tfoond places to
hide diring the game, and ennck on the field at
Waught-Hemingway Stadium only when [ saw
[uns beading Lo gel o deindb. Qe a bol dug. Or L
take a Hotty Toddy notty break,

In st areyear, 1'd gone from the highest
of highe to the lowest of lows, By Koveruber,
I'd heoomne & pill-popping, hipolar bear, snesk-
g arvuud s owo stadium, alraid of bis ven
fans.

And T had to wear w jersey while doing it
Bears don'twear jerseys |

Worse sUll, Ddide’t see my lhoenes s wy
where wrownd campus, Qe aroond towa, I
pol aon epobstcal mascol, bl il would e piee
to see my image someawhere. Un a bumper. Un

ypinion

“Whaltever your thoughts on
the matter, T was — and am
— @ rebound mascol, And
for anyone who has ever

my voza cosch. And DN a rebound boytriend or

girlfriend, it stinks '™

o b shiel, Cune bal, Qe key chaodn, Heek, 1
don’t even see my mouog on Cle biss mugs.

Suud yel everywhere ©go around lowe,
thera he iz — that old mazcot. He's on tas-
shirts, he's on pasters, he's an billhoa rds, and
there are statues of him in front of homes all
wver bowie [ean'l evenn go Lo my avorile Jo
cal wolering lobes wilhoul seeing o pielure of
him, He's evarywhere, which is disappointing,
hecanae | waz promigad by the powers that he
that the ald masoot’s image was heing throwm
el s kind ol lock bux,

It's all 30 homilisting! and I don't know
[bowwe znooeln naore of 201 e slomacly, Gieads. 1
talls to other mascots. | know the USC Trojan.
Cerosat gy When heraces
on to the feld, the hopes
il dreans of USC ure
relezsed as this aymbol
of force and strength
grirs the 1S faithfol at
the Tos Angeles Blemo-
rial Colisvun,

Chief Osceala
at Flarida Steteia s goad
friend. He can't wait un-
til game day to get on
ol" Benwegade aod gollop aul Lo mid Geld, e
Seminole fans going wild in Tallolwssee, Mike
[L5Us Tiger), Big Al (Alabama's elephant),
Alhert and Alberts [Florida's Gatars), Cosmn
(BY1%s Comgar], and Sparty [ Michegam State’s
Spartan) = I know them all. They love their
Jubs. And why? Beeause Ueir s love e,

There's anly ome mascot 1 know who
doesrt Torve his job — the Blne Her at the Tni-
versity of Delaware. When he laces up each
Satnrday, he doesn’t feel very tephe O scary.
He longs Lo be g Wolverine, Qr o Suvier. Bul
he's 2 Bhoe Hen! That's something he'll hase o
work ot with the people of Delaware. 4nd his
peyehistrist.

Bul Uiis I koo (roan iy years e maseol
disa eaditivns matter. Aud symbols maller
Loy, sornelimes ore (oo people even kaow,
U care to admit.

Foannw Uis anlol g, oy Ol Miss lricrds.
1 am not a bottom line bear. 1 got into this lite
Decause [ houghl 0 would De fun. Aod Tdoo'l
lnatw how monch longar | can take heing the
Olle Viss mascot. Beean sena matkter how aten
well meaning leaders insist that fans move
past thal old mascul, they inighl nol.

I know whal yow're Qurdang: Qeere's noth
ing worse than a whining besr. And given this
ecomamiy, | shonld $eel Tncky that T have a job.
Fut kmow that oy agent and miy manager 2re
weighing vplions. We hove leelers oul ol Cal
Berkeley, And Baylor, Somewhers whare being
u beay yoenns some e 1o Uie fues, Pye even
hean dreamdng abour Brown Univeraity, Their
maseat i a hronen bear, and that's nothing a
good colorist can't fix!

[ soumelines worsder U5 Oe Dl will ever
be my home. And 1 den't know what to do
ahout it. I'm giving it the old college trv azain
thiz yasr. Burin the end, T've learmed that yon
can't force people to love anything, Nok an-
olhwr person. Nol as aulbior or a mmovic or a
color

Mot evan s masent.

é ¢

Fonwrs truly,
Yo

The Ole Miss
Black Bear

Writter on hehalf of the Black Rear by Fee Hobech. The Hobaehs wish the Bebels — ond the hear — the hast of ek this seqsan
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ISAAC,

continued from page

Near the Alabama line,
Jackson County Emergen-
cy Management Agency
spokeswoman Monica Coo-
per said authorities evacuat-
ed people Thursday morning
as water rose in the Kreole
community in eastern Moss
Point. She said some were
also being rescued in areas
of Pascagoula south of U.S.
90 and there were reports of
rising waters in Escatawpa.
Cooper said residents told
authorities that some hous-
es flooded, although it was
not immediately clear how
many.

Ray Hayes’ front yard in
the Kreole area had about a
foot of water, and he said his
family considered leaving.

“It got a little worse in Hur-
ricane Georges,” Hayes said,
referring to a 1998 storm.
“This is not quite as bad.”

Many people left the Kre-
ole area when rumors circu-
lated that flood gates would
be opened at the Big Creek
Lake on the western side of
Mobile, Ala.

Mobile Water and Sewer
System, which operates the
dam on the drinking water
reservoir, partially opened
the flood gates, said Cooper.
Local authorities were “not
expecting any great impact
from that opening,” she said.

The Big Creek Lake drains
in to the Escatawpa River,
which runs along the north-
ern edge of Kreole. Officials
said both the Escatawpa and
Pascagoula rivers remained
swollen.

Pascagoula Police Depart-
ment spokesman Doug Ad-
ams said a large portion of
the city flooded and water
blocked U.S. 90 at Market
Street, in the heart of down-

town. “Roads that don’t usu-
ally have water on them are
covered and water is deeper
in areas that are prone to
flooding,” he said.

Jackson County real es-
tate broker Mark Cumbest
said rising water threatened
homes in places that normal-
ly stay dry in the northern
part of the county, includ-
ing his parents’ house in the
Cumbest Bluff community
north of Escatawpa, on the
east side of the Pascagoula
River.

“I’ve never seen this be-
fore,” Cumbest said.

Hancock County Chief
Deputy Don Bass said
Isaac’s storm surge left two-
to three-feet of sand on the
road in spots on Beach Bou-
levard, which runs along the
shore in Bay St. Louis and
Waveland. He said a prima-
ry concern is flooding along
rivers and creeks, which
continue to rise from rain
further north.

Bands of intermittent rain
still pelted the soggy coast
and there was gusting wind,
but conditions had improved
since the height of the storm
Wednesday

Forecasters also say as
many as 11 inches of rain
could fall by Monday in
parts of Mississippi.

Many counties in central
and south Mississippi were
under a tornado watch until
4 p.m. The National Weath-
er Service issued flash-flood
watches.

Many roads remained im-
passable in some rural and
low-lying areas. The Missis-
sippi Department of Trans-
portation reported some
road closings because of
downed trees and power
lines. Federal authorities
closed the Natchez Trace
Parkway between Natchez
and Kosciusko because of
fallen trees.
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Mutual respect on the road

With many bike accidents in the past year, Oxford Police Chief Mike Martin strongly encour-
ages bikers to take proper precautions and obey the rules of the road.

BY JOSEPH SCOTT

joescottdm@gmail.com

As children, danger seemed
a foreign concept as we raced
our bikes, devil-may-care,
through our hometown streets.

However, bikers face a se-
rious danger in the cars with
which they share the road.

Oxford has invested in bike
lanes and has strongly en-
forced the state law of three
feet between cars and bicycles,
it would seem that bike safety
should be the least of our con-
cerns.

For cyclists and motorists
across the city, the relation-
ship between the two is one
that requires our attention ev-
ery day on the way to school
or work.

Oxford Chief of Police Mike
Martin has been dealing with
the relationship between bik-
ers and motorists for years
now and has seen that there
are definitely two sides to the

story.

Cyclists at the intersection of Old Taylor Road and University Avenue.

“Cyclists are constantly
complaining that they aren’t
respected on the road, but
motorists are constantly com-
plaining that they are dealing
with bikers not respecting the
rules of the road; going back-
wards up a one-way street, not
stopping at stop signs, etc.”
Martin said.

Martin said average bikers
and motorists have been abid-
ing by the law. The troubles
arise due to only a small mi-
nority of rule-breakers on the
road.

Accounting junior and cy-
clist Matthew Hart agrees.

“Biking to class every day,
you always see other cyclists
that cut through intersections
and go the wrong way,” he
said. “You think to yourself,
‘Come on man? Is it really
worth it?””

While the state law of three
feet between cars and bikes at-
tempts to keep the two out of
harms way, it is obvious that
road safety is an issue that

Are Yow Ready...For Rush?
-

“My rule is, if it's not moving, monogram it.”
Reece Witherspoon
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Now Open on the Square
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662-281-1224
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could always use attention and
improvement.

Martin said there are two
things required to make our
roads safer.

“First, motorists are going to
have to view bikes as street le-
gal vehicles and give them the
same respect as another car on
the road,” he said. “Second,
bikers are going to have to
obey the rules of the road. It’s
the only way keep them safe.”

Bike safety has remained a
prominent issue in the Oxford
community as it has not even
been a full year since the death
of Ole Miss graduate student
Kevser Ermin.

She was hit while riding
her bike to Lake Sardis last
November in a fatal accident
that shook the community and
reminded us all of the impor-
tance of bike safety.

Bike accidents seem to be
an inevitability, as a study
done by the Christensen Law
Firm shows that more than
580,000 people are sent to the
emergency room each year by
accidents between cars and bi-
cycles.

The study’s information
does provide us, however,
with some information that
we can use to make smarter
choices if we decide to bike.
The study explains that about
91 percent of cyclists killed
were not wearing helmets.
The study also demonstrates
that helmets reduced the risk
of head injury by 85 percent.
So just by simply strapping on
a helmet, bikers can dramati-
cally improve safety on the
road.

NOW AVAILABLE

ALL GAME WEEKEND RENTALS

Showroom model fully furnished
with 3 bedrooms and 3 baths

Send
inquiries to: mgroxford@edrtrust.com

Restrictions:
No pets. No smoking. Maximum 8 people.

Located minutes from The Grove

at Campus Creek.
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in his life, his book allows the
reader to learn about Meredith
in a firsthand account.

When asked why he was
compelled to write his own
book after so many books had
previously been written about
him he said, “about 90 percent
of everything written about me
is either a lie or not the truth.”

Mississippi holds a very dear
place in the life of Meredith.
He was born in Kosciusko
where he graduated high
school. Meredith did not go
straight to college after gradu-
ation. He joined the United
States Air Force and was the
first black man assigned to the
bombing of Japan by a B-29
bomber plane. After nine years
of service, Meredith decided
to become an agent of change
by attending the University of
Mississippi.

“I never had anybody ask
me why I decided to attend
Ole Miss,” he said. “The rea-
son I chose this university was
because I knew that in order to
win your cause you had to re-
ceive the best training and be
equipped.

“I felt that they offered that.
In the 1960s the University of
Mississippi held at least 60 per-
cent of all power positions in
Mississippi and at least 80 per-
cent of lawyers were from Ole
Miss. I knew that they domi-
nated the circle of successful
business people in Mississippi
and I wanted blacks to become
part of the circle.”

As recounted in the book,
Meredith’s biggest inspiration
was his father. He felt that his
father directed his mission and
made sure it got done. He also
said that he could not overstate
what his great grandfather did
by giving him so much hope
in Mississippi. His great-great-
great grandfather was the last
chief of the Chickasaw Nation.
Meredith wanted to restore
power and glory to his blood-
line.

“My paternal ancestors came
from a line of greatness,” he
said. “It was in this line that the
white supremacy act was estab-
lished. I wanted to restore pow-
er and glory to my bloodline.”

Dan Jones, chancellor of the
University of Mississippi, at-
tended the book signing and
considers Meredith a personal
hero.

“I am so grateful to be able
to spend time with him person-
ally because he is my hero,”
Jones said. “He is a great part
of the University of Mississippi
family, and I am grateful for
his challenge and commitment
to making Mississippi a better
place.”

Throughout his book Mer-
edith stresses the importance
of public education.

He feels as though it is God’s
mission for him to change pub-
lic education.
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“I promised God if I kept liv-
ing, I was going to change pub-
lic education; there is no better
place to do this than in Missis-
sippi,” Meredith said.

Molly Grace Williams, a
freshman communicative sci-
ence disorders majo at Ole
Miss, was also impressed with
Meredith.

“I am so impressed that de-
spite all he has been through
he has came back to Oxford
and shares a passion for public
schools,” she said.

Meredith feels that all glory

CR OS S R OA D SCormnce Store

« Serving COLD beer every day of the week & beginning at

noon on Sundays

Hamburgers

smany

LAUREN MCMILLON | The Daily Mississippian

TOP: The crowd gathered at Off Square Books looks on as James Meredith talks
about his book; BOTTOM: Ole Miss alumni James Meredith signs his book “Mis-
sion from God” Thursday at Off Square Books.

of his work should be given to
God. Moreover, in his book,
Meredith writes of his dislike of
the statue of him by the library
on campus. He goes as far as
to say it should be taken down
immediately. When asked why
he felt this way, Meredith re-
sponded by saying, “that statue
is an idol, and God is not hap-
py with that.”

“I think that it was very cou-
rageous of him to put his hon-
est opinion out there,” said
Anna McCollum, a freshman
journalism major at Ole Miss.

« Buy a 12 pack or more and get a free bag of ice
« Located 12 miles west of Oxford
-Right in between Oxford and Batesville on Hwy 6
« Friday & Saturday nights serving our famous Fried Catfish &

5am-9pm Mon.-Thurs. « 5am-10pm Fri.-Sat. « 5am-8pm Sun. « 662.563.5004

Regularly $350

DISCOUNTED ZOOM

IN-OFFICE TEET WHITENING
Only $295
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Ross Bjork
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Keith Carter
Excited to let
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KeithCarterUMAA

: Excited that the

campaign has reached $75 million

N

know in my first tweet that the

campaign has reached $75 million

FORWARD,

continued from page |

million benchmark, con-
struction of a new basket-
ball arena will move into
the design phase, and plans
are being finalized to make
improvement to the Indoor
Practice Facility, including a
new campus dining facility,
sports nutrition center and
team meeting room, among
other updates.

Carter said the UMAA
Foundation and Ole Miss
Athletics feels good about
where the campaign is and
hopes to make more an-
nouncements.

“The basketball arena, we
said we got to get to a certain
point,” he said.

“We’ve thrown out the $80
million mark and we want to
get there. We still stand be-
hind that. We didn’t quite get
there by the Sept. 1 date that
we had thrown out, but we’re
not far. And we feel like there

4

are some gifts in the hop-
per, and we hope that there
are some people out there
that through this release and
through the momentum we
have built will step up and
help us get there.

“We’re hoping to get to $80
(million), and we’re going to
keep going from there. And
obviously $150 million is the
goal, and we’re going to keep
rolling, so we just want to
continue the momentum. We
cannot thank our donor base
enough for what they have
done. It’s huge in this econ-
omy with some of the things
that we have faced to be
halfway to your goal in just
over a year. And that’s all a
credit to our donors, so we’re
extremely excited about that
and we hope to continue it.”

Ole Miss Sports Informa-
tion contributed to this re-
port.

For continuing coverage of Ole
Miss sports, follow @thedm_
sports and @austinkmiller on
Twitter.

You rent, but you also own

Shelter's Renters Insurance
helps you protect what matters for as little as
$10 to $15 per month. Call 1-800-SHELTER
for a free quote or visit Shelterlnsurance.com.

Matt Bishop,

2627 West Oxford Loop Ste. L,
Oxford, MS, (662) 281-0888.

HopDLijm

Asian Bistro

K58

. lunch & dianer

WHITENING DAY
Friday, SeptemberliL
Friday, September

Limited appointments avallab

Call 662.513.0055 today

{0 reserve your Spot' B
LEE SIElﬁT }}(SQSMETIC

Preston Hugh Lee III, DDS, PA

1202 Office Park Drive, Suite C, Oxford, MS 38655
www.LeeFamilyAndCosmeticDentistry.com
662-513-0055

25847
=

TWO DAYS ONLY!

Thursday 8/30 & Friday 8/31

HAPPY
HOURS

3:30- 6:00 p.m.|
10 Half Price Sushi Rolls

1) Shrimp Tempura Roll 6) Spicy Crab Roll

2) Spider Roll 7) Crunchy Shrimp Roll
3) Spicy Shrimp Roll 8) Sweet Potato Roll

4) Spicy Salmon Roll 9) Rock & Roll

5) Spicy Crawfish Roll 10) Crispy Snow Crab Roll

5 Half Price Appetizers

Edamame, Crab Cheese Wontons,
Shrimp Spring Rolls, Steamed
or Pan Fried Dumplings,
and Crispy Calamari

| (662) 234 1973

1501 Jackson Ave. W.
-]

Good for Dine-In & To Go
Cannot combine with any other coupon
Must have coupon 25671
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THE Fusco BROTHERS

UNIVERSAL UCLICK ©2006 J.C. DUFFY

DILBERT

(RE-PHRASE, COUNSELGR.

By ScotTt AbAmS

AND BY THAT HE MEANS
HE'S NOT HAPPY THAT
I™ MAJORING IN VISUAL
AND PERFORMING ARTS.

ALICE, THIS IS MY
DAUGHTER. HER CAREER
PLAN IS TO BECOME A
TROPHY WIFE FOR A
BLIND GUY.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

83112 ©2012 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by Universal Uclick
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SIDES ON THIS ONE.
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BUT EVEN YOUR FRENDS AT
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WITH YOUR WIFE YOU ALL WiLL
WONDER WY YOU DONT JUST iRy
THAT YOUVE GIVEN RELEASE THE RETURNS AND NUMBEREAD
PUT THE 155UE BEHIND YOU!
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By GARRY TRUDEAU

PEOPLE! CAN WE
ALL AGREE TO
NOT DISTORT

THE NUMBERS

OR TAKE THEM
OUT OF CONT EXT?

. doonesbury.com
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,BIG DEAL

LARGE PEPPERONI PIZZA $550

PICK-UP ONLY
o
OPEN LATE q‘-é' 1603 W JACKSON AVE, OXFORD
ACROSS 62 La Scala city
1 Oompah- — 63 Martini gamish PREVIOUS PUZZLE SOLVED
4 Japanese 64 Gingery treat
canine (2 wds.) P/I|/PMSHOCPHEMA|R|SH
9 White-hat 67 Bat's DIA|N|/ABNA|E RIOMA|LE[T|A
wearer navigational AR|FISIEHIA|L EJD|I1|V[A[S
13 Oklahoma town system UIKI|E LIAIDIYIMIAICIBIE|[TIH
14 Leaf junctures 68 Restaurant BlAIRIBIEIR[S PlAlT]L
15 Partial darkness 6o %atron LIEIABG ORI PERIE D
- o — [L[E]
1 g star brosk AlB|HORIMB/AL I C|1]A[C
18 Fables 70 Foot part TIR| I |GEP|IANE|L H|E|RD
19 Metric measure 71 Breaks like a TIAIGISEER] 1 [GISIMGIE[S[S|O
20 Mp\ae with one’s 75 'g/wg i NITIHIRP[O[TIS SR
min eculiar . ™
22 Pointed monolith LIOJAM NIAIRRIAITIE
25 Starlet's dream DOWN SWIAILILIOW|TIA|I |LEED|!|G
26 Fishing net 1 Picasso’s name CIAIN| I | THRAR| | |L ER[ANIG
28 Explosions 2 Improvise ARIDIOIREELIO/VIEE®FE|![N|S
32 Pipe mirl. (hyph.). ME[s|s|YME[Y E[DIMD[R]Y
35 Fence parts 3 — cuisine
37 Singing cowpoke 4 More vexed 8-31-12  © 2012 UFS, Dist. by Univ. Uclick for UFS
38 Downtown 5 Pond fish . .
Chicago 6 Ms. Lupino 27 Heston flick 51 DeMille genre
40 Kirk and 7 Camper’s (2 wds.) 53 Uses solder
Spock’s friend quarters 29 Mo. bill 55 San Antonio
42 Mutant heroes 8 Purplish flower 30 Trunk possessor landmark
of comics 9 Hats 31 “Auld Lang — 56 Not clad
(hyph.) 10 Ring around the 32 Organize 57 Golfer Sam —
43 Pinnacles moon 33 Sotto — 58 Claptrap
45 2.2-pound units 11 Kassel's river 34 Deep sleep 59 Sunburn
47 Casual wear 12 Gala 36 Recital pieces remedy
48 Drew closerto 15 Blanche’s sister 39 Round Table 60 Motion picture
50 Ranch stray 17 Electric knight 61 Period of ime
52 Music notation swimmers 41 Hatha — 65 Sade’s lg”—
54 Hong Kong 21 Tennis return 44 Vendor — Crime?
boats 23 Mongkut’s land 46 Almost boils 66 Fleshy
58 Microbe 24 NBA player 49 PC key mushroom
1 2 3 4 5 6 '7 8 9 10 |11 12
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67
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70

71

Want more puzzles?
Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at QuillDriverBooks.com

Puzzles by KrazyDad

/ 5

HOW TO PLAY

LABOR DAY WEEKEND
Thurs., Fri., Sat. & Mon. 10 am — 5:30 pm

“One woman'’s trash is another woman'’s treasure.”

We offer an excellent selection of gently used vintage, designer, and better apparel labels for the
discerning “eco fashionista.” This term describes our “green and sustainable” business model of

recycling high quality clothes that are no longer worn.

Eco- Fashionista consignment boutigue

B

Vintage, Designer
& Better Apparel
Consignment
T. Kim Funderburk,

Owner

1308 North Lamar Blvd., Suite 1

Email: Eco.Fashionista.Consignment@gmail.com

 Oxford, MS 38655 ® 662.232.1909

Facebook: www.facebook.comEco.Fashionista.Consignment.Boutique

25610

Complete the grid so that

every row, column and 3x3

box contains the numbers 1
through 9 with no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

INTERMEDIATE
2 4 8 1 V|8|¢|6]|}+|2]G]|9]|€
9|6 (€|8(Vv||c|t|L
6 5 7 Gl +H[2]€[9]|c]|6 |87
6|€|v|c|£|8]}|5]|°
4 9 1 vizlelslelolriele
c|9|G|L|¢|¥]|€|L|8
1 5 8 Elv|6]9|8|F|L]|°|S
8|S|H]|4|C|€]|9|V|6
2 L|2|9|V|S|6]8 €|

TANNEHILL, CARMEAN & MCKENZIE

ATTORNEYS AT LAW =

VoTED OXFORD’S

LAw FIrM

201002011

662.236.9996 * www.tannehillcarmean.com * 829 North Lamar, Ste 1

OXFORD, MS

¢ CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BEST

2012
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CLASSIFIEDS
INFORMATION

To place your ad in The
Daily Mississippian
Classifieds section, visit:
http:/ /www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.

The DEADLINE to place, correct or
cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in
advance. The Daily Mississippian is
published Monday through Friday
when school is in session except
during the summer session which is
Tuesday through Thursday.

Classified ads must be prepaid.
All major credit cards accepted.

RATES:

- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum

- No minimum run

Additional Features
(Web & Print):

Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $0.50 per word

To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/
classifieds

The DM reserves the right to
refuse ads that appear to offer
unredlistic or questionable products
or services.

201 BISHOP HALL

662.915.5503

PROPERTY FOR SALE

LAFAYETTE CO. LAND 60 acres most-
ly in mature beautiful forest. 100 yr. old
house with good restoration potential. At
the end of dead-end county road. One of
a kind property about 8-10 miles south
of Taylor. $190,000 (Broker owned)
Yalobusha Co. 53 acres mostly wooded
with some open meadows. Hilltop house
site overlooking pond. Located on north
side of Water Valley about 18-20 miles
from Oxford. $112,000. Lowe Reality
662-473-4444 or 662-473-7538 (Cell)

APARTMENT FOR RENT
AAA SELF STORAGE

Climate and non-climate units 5x5 to
10x20 closest to campus 662-513-0199
www.myoxfordstorage.com

TAYLOR BEND NEW townhomes start-
ing at $495.00 per person. Model Open
(662)801-7670

HOUSE FOR RENT

HOUSE FOR RENT 1 Bedroom and
Bath. 3 minutes to campus, LR, W&D,
ride bike to school, close to law school,
quiet & private. 901-216-5447

HOUSE FOR RENT 2 Bedroom, 2 bath
(Sleeps 6 w/ sleeper sofa), full kitchen,
hardwood floors, patio, grill, fountain.
2 miles from University, 1 mile from
Square $1,200 per weekend. $300 de-
posit. Also available anytime year round
for short term stays at negotiable rates.
No smoking. No pets. call: 662-234-
7327/ 662-801-0890

AVAIL. SEPT 1ST, 3BR/3BATH 2 STO-
RY TOWNHOME WITH LARGE DECK,
ALL APPLIANCES. NO PETS $975.00
a Month (662)801-5551

AVAILABLE NOW - 3 BR / 2BA Water-
front home in The Lakes Subdivision.
County schools. Bonus room. (662)816-
6262

ROOM FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT 4 BR near campus
$400 and utilities/ month (615)336-
7956

UNFURNISHED ROOM FOR RENT in
3 BR/2.5 BA, nice, furnished, 2 story
condo. Harris Drive. 500/month plus 1/2
of electricity. Call/text (228)861-2466

CONDO FOR RENT

ESPLANADE RIDGE 3 bed/3 bath
with granite counters, stainless appli-
ances, overlooking lake. Available Aug
1. $1300.00 monthly. 601_668_1776.

ROOMS FOR RENT 3 BR/2 Bath Con-
dos stove/ ref/ water/ sewer/ garbage/
washer & dryer furnished. Located
401 Bickerstaff Drive, Oxford. Minutes
from campus. Call for more information
(662)287-6158

AVAIL NOW, 1340sq 2story 3brm/2.5
bath Condo - walk to campus, immacu-
late, all appliances, unfurnished/ will
furn. $1,000/ mo. Email: paulmathis@
bellsouth.net; 662-820-0748 (662)332-
6660

3BR / 3BA CONDO @ HIGH POINTE,
New Carpets, Gated Community &
POOL. 662-801-6692

AVAILABLE NOW - 3 BR / 3.5 BA
Greystone. Fenced backyard $1,100/
month. (662)816-6262

AVAILABLE NOW -3 BR/2.5BALarge
living area, bedrooms with vaulted ceil-
ings. $1,000/ month. (662)816-6262
AVAILABLE NOW - 1 BR / 1 BA
Large master bedroom. $625/ month
(662)816-6262

AVAILABLE NOW - 4 BR / 45 BA
Aspen Ridge. Granite, Stainless appli-
ances. Large bedrooms. $1,700/ month.
(662)816-6262

WEEKEND RENTAL

CONDO FOR RENT (FOOTBALL
RENTAL) 4 BDROOM 2 BTH AVAIL-
ABLE FOR UTEP/ VANDERBILT AND
MSU. $1000/ WEEKEND (662)473-
6375

BALLGAME WEEKENDS Walk to
Grove or Square. Spacious almost new
1 br sleeps 4 (A&M taken) min. 2 night
stay $520 total, 3 nights $650. Call
Tom Fitts w/ Fitts Realty and Inv. Co.
(662)801-1300

OXFORD WEEKENDS Still have Texas
availability; price reductions on Central
Arkansas and UTEP! Short-term rentals
including event weekends. www.oxford-
townhouse.com (662)801-6692

LOST

LOST Delta Gamma Pin; near the
Quad/ Paris-Yates parking lot; Reward.
Call (214)893-3612

HEALTH & FITNESS

HEALING GARDEN MASSAGES Spe-
cial! $65 for 65 minutes! Gift certificate
available. Appointment only, call MY
(662)202-7360

MISCELLANEOUS

PREGNANCY TEST CENTER Preg-
nancy Testing... Limited Ultrasounds...
Facts, Options, and Support... No insur-
ance required... Free and Confidential
www.pregnancyoxford.com (662)234-
4414

FULL-TIME

NEW MEDIA JOBS Graphic and web
designers, social media and marketing
and sales specialists, writers, visionaries
and new media entrepreneurs. Contrac-
tor work, paid and un-paid internships.
Exciting opportunities in world-wide
market. Based in Oxford, MS. Resume
or info to: thenewmedialab@gmail.com

PART-TIME

BARTENDING $250/ Day Potential
No Experience Necessary. Training
Available. 1-800-965-6520 Ext 155

PARTY PICS!!

Like meeting new people? Are you al-
ways snapping photos at parties? Why
not get paid for it? We'’re seeking ener-
getic people as event photographers for
nights and weekends. No experience
necessary. Equipment and training pro-
vided. Call or download an application
at www.mangiantephoto.com/ employ-
ment.html. (901)767-6555

and send to oxfordbww @gmail.com.
We will see you soonl!

Buffalo Wild Wings in 0xford is coming soon.

We are looking for people with a passion for serving quality food and amazing
guest service in a fun and energetic atmosphere.

We are NOW HIRING for the positons of:

¢ Cashier ¢ Bartender
¢ Greeter ¢ and our Heart of House
* Server (cooks)

Please fill out an application at rebelbww.com

25935'
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Retio Mink

& Consignment

“_A Used~ nigue Ladies Boutique”

2617 West Onford Logp Sute # 0 662-281-MIN (6465)

We o€l everything you need to throw an
awesome party.

Come check out everything we have to
make your tent everyones favorite spot in

the Grove.

We're on Heritage Drive, right off Jackson
Avenue, behind Applebees.

The Qrove

NEEDED OFFICE MANAGER / Ac-
count Specialist for fast paced Real
Estate Brokerage. Must be willing to
accomplish intern training program, and
must want a career in Real Estate. Skills
must include organization, computer
knowledge, multi-task with a pleasant
personality, confidentiality, and honesty.
Benefits include health, dental, 401K.
No phone calls accepted. Send resume
to  info@rebelrealtyandmanagement.
com. Equal opportunity employer

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

2004 23’ ODYSSEY TriToon Millennium
Series 2315 TT-I/ O 135 HP I/ O Merc
Cruiser. Low hours, Garage Kept, Ski,
Pull Tubes, Fuel Efficient $14,000 662-
816-8573 (662)234-9289

MOTORCYCLES

PERFECT COMMUTER MOTORCY-
CLE Kawasaki 650R blue 2006 Like new
with less than 12K miles. Plus matching
tank & saddle bags. Wife doesn’t ride
anymore. $3700 (662)801-8491

PETS FOR SALE

GREAT DANE PUPPIES.. 7 wks. 1st
shot/ wormed. Merle M/ F. $400. Call-
662-274-4904

. Red & Blue

NewsWatch

5 p.m. Monday
through Friday
Channel 99

The 30-minute show
ie the ON O)CA

Rebroadcast af 10 pm.

MAR

J}"-

e NS R

TV

7:30-7 Friday | 9-Until Saturday | 12-5 Sunday

www.campusbookmart.com/um

662-234-5993
1111 Jackson Ave West Next to MALCO THEATRE

Party-siogy = tailgating your way!

25669
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® A A NOW
LEASING

UT FOR FALL 2013

Ei Facebook.com/TheRetreatAtOxford
3 @TheRetreaiSiaff

With 3 Bedroom / 3 Bathroom

14 fully furnished or unfurnished foor 'i
plans available, you'll find the perfect EHIHE
cottage to fit your housing needs. You'll - 1
have your own full-size washer and dryer in E

each unit and your water, sewer, cable, and

WiFi are covered in your rent installment.

FURNISHED & UNFURNISHED
2,3,4 &5 BEDROOM COTTAGES

Close to campus, entertainment, shopping & dining.

¢ Individual Leases e Sand Volleyball
* Computer Lounge * Basketball Court
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Ole Miss head coach Hugh Freeze has been counting down the days fo football season. With that milestone in his coaching career near, Freeze has been happy
with the progress that has been made in his program. However, he knows that in order to achieve the success he strives for, the Rebels have a long way fo go.

BY DAVID COLLIER

thedmsports@gmail.com

Win the day.

That was first-year head coach
Hugh Freeze’s message when
he spoke before the Rebel faith-
ful for a capacity crowd at the
Gertrude Ford Center last De-
cember after being named the
new Ole Miss head football
coach. Today — one day before
he coaches the first game of his
tenure — the message remains
the same.

Freeze walked into an ugly sit-
uation at Ole Miss. The Rebels
had just completed one of their
worst seasons in history, win-
ning just two games for the first
time since 1946.

There were so many internal
problems, and Freeze acknowl-

edged that would be one of the
biggest obstacles to overcome in
the first few months on the job.

“You have to have personal
accountability for what’s re-
quired of you, and you have to
be faithful to do that,” Freeze
said. “I think that somewhere
along the way that was kind of
missing, from everything from
classroom attendance to social
behavior to the decisions we
make on the field and off the
field. That's been the biggest
challenge, but again, we’re mak-
ing progress.”

Although it may be hard to
see that progress in terms of
wins and losses, it is certainly
being made.

When Freeze took over, there
were many players who were in
trouble of being academically

ineligible this fall. Those play-
ers bought in to what Freeze
said and nearly all of them got
themselves straightened out in
the classroom.

“I think the buy-in percent-
age is up toward 80-90 percent
of our team,” Freeze said. “It’s
been a process and will continue
to be, but the attitude is starting
to be one that you can sense is a
team that is hungry to change.”

And according to Freeze, he
expects things to turn for the
better pretty soon.

This year’s Ole Miss team
may not have depth to be in
every game, and a brutal road
schedule doesn’t help. How-
ever, there are plenty of posi-
tives to look at in the future, and
when Freeze was asked where
he sees his program two to three

years down the road, he didn’t
hesitate to answer.

“Competing for the SEC
West Championship,” he said.
“That’s where we want to be.
We want to be positive citizens
and vital parts to the University
of Mississippi. The message is
patience and positivity. Give us
some patience, but be positive
with us. We’re asking our team
and our coaches to do the same,
and I think we’ll get it there.”

Freeze understands it will be a
process, but he’s up for the chal-
lenge. In fact, it’s a dream come
true for Freeze. He’s wanted to
be a football coach since he was
a sophomore in high school. He
grew up in Senatobia, and when
he was growing up, Freeze only
had a few options.

“It was basically in my com-

munity that you either go coach
ball or go milk cows,” Freeze
said. “I knew that coaching was
what I wanted to do.”

Growing up so close to Ox-
ford, Ole Miss has always meant
alot to Freeze.

“One of my first memories is
standing in line as a 10-year-old
to get Archie Manning’s auto-
graph and coming to the Grove
on game day with my family
and seeing the love and passion
that people have for this place,”
Freeze said. “I wake up with
the desire every day to deliver
to these people. It’s a special
fan base. Rebel Nation is a very
passionate and loyal group, and
I want to give them what they
deserve.”

See FREEZE, PAGE 17
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Four Downs: Central Arkansas

This is the first installment of a weekly feature in which The Daily Mississippian’s football beat writers Bennett Hipp and Mait Sigler,
sports editor David Collier and managing editor Austin Miller answer a series of four questions surrounding the week’s matchup.

1. What is the biggest
question mark?

Bennett Hipp (@jb-
hipp), football beat
writer: The biggest ques-
tion mark is how will Hugh
Freeze’s up-tempo, no-
huddle offense fare in its
first game? While the com-
petition level isn’t close to
Southeastern  Conference
level, it’ll be interesting to
see if there are some kinks
and issues early that have to
be worked out. It’s the first
chance to see how the of-
fense looks and how it fits
the players at Ole Miss in a
game setting.

Matt Sigler (@SigNew-
ton_2), football beat
writer: The biggest ques-
tion mark is whether or
not the offense will be able
to execute the fast-paced
tempo correctly. With the
pace Freeze is hoping for, I
wouldn’t be surprised to see
a lot of confusion in week
one, or for the staff to tone
things down if things go
awry.

David Collier (@Dav-
idLCollier), sports edi-
tor: In my mind, the best
question mark is the psyche
of the team. How will they
respond when something
goes wrong? The earlier
Hugh Freeze and staff can
figure out how the team
handles adversity, the soon-
er they know how far along

> i
AL -

T

“(662) 296-2639

this team is and how close
they are to taking the next

step.
Austin Miller (@aus-
tinkmiller), managing

editor: The biggest ques-
tion mark will be how does
Ole Miss’ depth hold up.
The Rebels are thin in a lot
of areas, and it’s no secret
Ole Miss was outplayed in
the second half of games
last season. The offseason
season strength and con-
ditioning program and the
buy-in factor will be put to
the test Saturday.

2. Will a quarterback
emerge?

better game. Wallace will
execute the offense more ef-
ficiently and emerge as the
starter to be named later.

Miller: Both quarter-
backs will play, and I expect
Freeze to go with the hot
hand if a quarterbacks finds
success early in the game. I
think Bo Wallace will carry
the momentum from his
two successful scrimmages
into Saturday’s game and
emerge as the starter by the
Texas game, if not by the
UTEP game.

3. Which freshman
will make the biggest
impact?

Hipp: I don’t think so.
Freeze has said that he
plans to play both quar-
terbacks against Central
Arkansas and next week
against UTEP. I think Bo
Wallace clearly has the bet-
ter game, but both will play
and by the end their impact
will have been similar.

Sigler: A quarterback will
emerge during week one.
Which one? No telling. One
will find it in themselves to
realize that this is their true
audition for the starting
role, and one will be con-
siderably better in the first
game in my opinion.

Collier: I think Bo Wal-
lace will show that it is his
job to lose, but both quar-
terbacks will play against
UTEP despite who has the

Fno

Hipp: I'll go with Jaylen
Walton. The freshman run-
ning back from Memphis is
more of a change-of-pace
back compared to fellow
frosh I’Tavius Mathers, but
Walton has shown great
playmaking ability along
with a knack for avoiding a
big hit. He also could help
Ole Miss out in the return
game, giving him more
chances to affect the game.

Sigler: I'Tavius Mathers.
Mathers has some size to
him, which will allow him
to run between the tackles,
but also has the quickness
to make a run on the out-
side. He also rushed for 100
yards in the scrimmage on
13 carries, so it appears that
the coaching staff will rely
on him to make some runs.
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Collier: I want to say
Jaylen Walton, but instead,
I’ll go with Issac Gross. The
South Panola product has
already proven he has the
talent, and I expect him to
make a couple of big plays
early on Saturday to set
the tone for the rest of the
game.

Miller: With Jeff Scott
listed as “doubtful,” Jaylen
Walton will be the change-
of-pack back to go along
with Randall Mackey in the
backfield. Walton also fig-
ures to be a factor catching
the ball out of the backfield.

4. What are the keys
for Ole Miss to avoid
the upset?

Hipp: The main keys are
to get off to a good start of-
fensively, and in turn avoid
turnovers. If Ole Miss isn’t
able to come out and exe-
cute offensive early (wheth-
er due to kinks in the of-
fense or turnovers), that will
allow Central Arkansas to
hang in the game and gain
confidence.

After losses to Jackson-
ville State and Louisiana
Tech the past two seasons,
the Rebels can’t afford to let
another small team hang in
the game late.

Sigler: Put the past in the
past. Forget about last sea-
son’s opener and the team’s
continual. The team must
also believe in the new staff
and the things they are try-
ing to implement.

Collier: The biggest key
for Ole Miss is to play with
the lead. Get some distance
from Central Arkansas ear-
ly and, at the very least,
keep them at arms length.
If they can avoid turnovers
and mental mistakes, I be-
lieve Ole Miss can grab
a two-touchdown lead by
halftime.

Miller: Don’t let Central
Arkansas hang around into
the fourth quarter. Central
Arkansas is a quality FCS
opponent, not unlike Jack-
sonville State two years,
with Division I sprinkled
throughout its roster. One
of the quarterbacks finding
a rhythm to make the of-
fense hit its stride will also
be important.

For continuing coverage of
Ole Miss football, follow @
thedm_sports.
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Johnson

hungry

for success

Ole Miss sophomore defensive end C J. Johnson devoted himself
in the offeason fo get bigger to handle the challenges that come
with playing on the defensive line in the SEC. Johnson has been
“an animal” in fall camp, according to Hugh Freeze, and he's
poised fo make a big impact this season.

BY BENNETT HIPP
ibhipp@go.olemiss.edu

For many college football
players, the offseason is spent
dropping weight and reshaping
bodies in preparation for the
grind of another college football
season.

In the case of Ole Miss sopho-
more defensive end CJ. John-
son, much of his offseason and
fall camp was spent making sure
he was eating enough in order to
gain weight.

After shifting from linebacker
to defensive end during his
freshman season, Johnson found
himself undersized for the posi-
tion, especially compared to
other Southeastern Conference
defensive ends.

“Ive actually gained a few
pounds,” Johnson said. I'm al-
most close to the 240 (pound)
mark right now. It’s just more of
the things that they’re asking me
to do and the way they want me

to play, it requires me to gain a
little bit of weight, but I'm sure
that won’t be a problem.”

Although he is still considered
small compared to others at his
position, an offseason spent on
learning technique and buying
into Hugh Freeze’s system has
the Rebels’ first-year coach lay-
ing high praise on the 6-foot-1,
231-pound Philadelphia, Miss.
native.

“I think he’s our best player,”
Freeze said. “I think we need to
keep him healthy. I expect him
to be a major factor in our pass
rush schemes. I wish he were a
little heavier; thatll take a toll on
his body probably as the stretch

oes on.

“Couldn’t be more pleased ;‘

with the way he’s bought in and
the way he’s practiced up to this
point.”

Johnson added some weight ~

and says that camp gave him

See JOHNSON, PAGE 17
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COLUMN

From your sports editor

17 T z
BY DAVID COLLIER

thedmsports@gmail.com

As the old saying goes,
“Just wait until next year.”

Yes I know, that always
seems to be the excuse when
it comes to Ole Miss foot-
ball. But if you said that af-
ter last season’s 2-10 debacle
that handed Houston Nutt a
ticket out of town, you were
right.

That “next year” is finally

here, and really, things have
nowhere to go but up.

Hugh Freeze miraculous-
ly found a way to make his
football team buy in to his
system and get several guys
academically eligible for the
fall. Ross Bjork has been re-
uniting the fan base since he
took over as athletics direc-
tor in the spring. And the
Forward Together campaign
is halfway to its goal of $150
million, as of Thursday.

So yes, things are progress-
ing — slowly but surely.

It’s a new era for Ole Miss
athletics, and it’s going to
be a process. Just remember
that as you head in and out

of Vaught-Hemingway Sta-
dium this season. There will
undoubtedly be some highs
and lows.

Freeze and his staff are
building a program to be a
winner for years to come.
Once it’s where it should be,
there should be no more 4-8
and 2-10 seasons. It’s a pro-
cess, but it can and will hap-
pen if everyone - like the
players — buys in to Freeze.

As for the other sports,
there are some question
marks.

Andy Kennedy and the
Rebel basketball team seem

oised to make another run
at the NCAA Tournament,

and I, for one, think they’ll
make it. They have a good
group of returning players
led by Murphy Holloway,
and the additions Kennedy
made in the offseason could
pay off dividends come
March.

On the baseball diamond,
Mike Bianco will have to
rely heavily on his pitching
staff to get the Rebels over
the hump and onto Omaha.
With Bobby Wahl and Mike
Meyers toeing the rubber
on Fridays and Saturdays,
respectively, they have a
chance. If they can get some
guys to fill the void that Alex
Yarbrough and Matt Snyder

left in middle of the lineup,
they could be one of the na-
tion’s top teams.

There’s definitely been
a cause for frustration to-
wards the entire athletic
department, but things are
changing. Just make sure
you’re along for the ride. If
Ole Miss is to ever become
what the fans want, it takes
a complete buy-in from not
just the players, coaches and
administrators, but also you,
the fans.

David Collier is a journalism
Junior from Frisco, Texas. Fol-
low him on twitter @DavidL-
Collier.

COLUMN

BY BENNETT HIPP
ibhipp@go.olemiss.edu

For the first time since I
began covering Ole Miss
football for the Daily Mis-
sissippian, there seems to be
a sense of calm around the
program as the season ap-
proaches.

Sure, there are questions
marks, and plenty of them.
The difference is that there
isn’t any pressure on Hugh
Freeze to deliver a multitude
of wins in what is the first
of a multi-year rebuild of a
downtrodden program.

Two years ago, there was
pressure. Almost exactly two

eaded in the right

years ago, Jeremiah Masoli’s
waiver to play immediately
at Ole Miss was denied.

The atmosphere around
the program was chaotic
as Houston Nutt tried to
get Masoli in, knowing that
the 8-4 season and second
straight Cotton Bowl appear-
ance a lauded season earlier,
had actually been a disap-
pointment.

As we all know, Masoli was
cleared, and Ole Miss lost
its first game to Jacksonville
State. All in all, Masoli had
an above-average season
and basically kept Ole Miss
from winning just one or two
games in 2010 to instead fin-
ish 4-8.

Last year, Randall Mackey
was set to start for Ole Miss
at quarterback in the season
opener, but an off-the-field
incident ended that possibil-

direction

ity. Instead, Barry Brunetti
was thrust into the starting
role, and Zack Stoudt played
as well.

Ole Miss rotated its quar-
terbacks at will throughout
the year, sacrificing offen-
sive continuity and hit rock
bottom with a 2-10 record,
ending Houston Nutt’s ten-
ure in Oxford.

Flash forward to now, and
there is no such pressure or
chaos surrounding the 2012
football program. The quar-
terback position is unsettled,
but Hugh Freeze has had a
plan regarding the two quar-
terbacks since the beginning
and hasn’t changed course.

This season won’t be a
pretty one for Ole Miss, as
no amount of Hugh Freeze
optimism can hide Ole Miss’
severe lack of game-chang-
ing talent and legitimate
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www.dwightnball.com

662-234-T7777

DUI

Defense of ALL Other Crimes

Expungements

Over 40 Years of Experience

Appointments Available for Saturdays and Sundays

depth.

The Rebels can ill afford
injuries at a myriad of posi-
tions, including wide receiv-
er, cornerback and offen-
sive line. They’re starting a
270-pound freshman at nose
tackle. A starting defensive
end was a fullback not too
long ago.

Even though Ole Miss
could certainly be an im-
proved team compared to
last year, the win-loss record
might not show that. That’s
not the worst thing in the
world, as wins and losses at
this point don’t matter for
Freeze and company.

The more important tasks
for the Ole Miss staff is to
develop talent for the future,
continue to change the at-
titude around the program
both on and off the field and
attempt to show future re-

cruits that a program in the
dumpster just a year ago has
turned things around.

None of that is out of
reach, but it will be inter-
esting from my perspective
to cover a team with such
different expectations for it
than the teams of the past
two seasons.

As evidenced by the quar-
terback plans for the first
couple of games, Ole Miss
enters the season with a head
coach who is in control and
has a plan. That same thing
probably can’t be said for
Freeze’s predecessor.

That alone makes this up-
coming Ole Miss season one
to follow.

For continuing coverage of Ole
Miss football, follow @thedm_
sports and @bennetthipp on
Twitter.
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FREEZE EFK

SATURDAY

A BEGINS

The Hugh Freeze era at Ole Miss is set to begin fomorrow against Central Arkansas. The Rebels
are coming off a 2-10 season last year and are hoping to take a step in the right direction in

Freeze's first game.

BY MATT SIGLER

mcsigler@go.olemiss.edu

Hugh Freeze will make his
Ole Miss head coaching debut
this Saturday against a familiar
opponent in Central Arkan-
sas. Last season when he was
Arkansas State head coach,
Freeze and his team defeated
Central Arkansas 53-24. Freeze
said he and his team are anx-
ious to get on to the field and
get the season underway.

“We’re just like all the other
coaches and teams just very
anxious to get started,” Freeze
said in the SEC teleconference
Wednesday. “A little bit tired
of hitting on each other and
seeing each other’s schemes.
We’re ready to see someone
else’s. I've been very pleased
with the attitude and effort our
kids have given throughout fall
camp. I'm very anxious to get
us out and see where we are
and what the truth really is.”

Freeze hopes that his team’s
confidence will be high going
into Saturday’s game.

“I'hopeit’s good,” Freeze said.
“I want them to be loose and
have fun. They need to enjoy
this process and they need to
forget and not pay attention to
all the naysayers and talk about
last year, this coming year and
two years ago. It doesn’t mat-
ter. What matters is how their
going to choose to perform on
Saturday, and that is all I really
want them concentrating on.”

In his last meeting with Cen-
tral Arkansas, Freeze and Ar-
kansas State racked up 375
rushing yards and 271 passing
yards for 646 total yards of of-
fense. Freeze had high praise
for head coach Clint Conque
and Central Arkansas, which
finished 9-4 and reached the
second round of the FCS play-
off last season.

“Im very familiar with the
job that Clint Conque and his
staff do there,” Freeze said in
Wednesday’s  teleconference.
“I have great respect for them.

They made a big run deep
into the playoffs last year and
had a tremendous season. The
biggest concern we would
have I guess is they have good
schemes, number one, and
that they are always picking up
the division one transfers that
move down.”

Perhaps the most notable Di-
vision I transfer on the Central
Arkansas roster is former Ole
Miss wide receiver and kick
returner Jesse Grandy. Grandy
was a home run threat as a Reb-
el and last season for UCA and
led the team in receiving with
49 receptions for 788 yards and
nine touchdowns.

Freeze named sophomore
Bo Wallace the starter for the
opener over junior Barry Bru-
netti, but still emphasizes that
both will have their fair share
of playing time. He also added
that junior running back Jeff
Scott is doubtful for the game
with a lower back injury.

“He went to a specialist
(Thursday),” Freeze said. “It
didn’t show anything more
than that same irritation he’s
got in one of the discs. I still say
I think he is doubtful, but he is
day-to-day.”

Ole Miss junior safety
Charles Sawyer feels that the
team has a good grasp on what
Central Arkansas will throw at
them Saturday.

“They run a spread,” Saw-
yer said. “Pretty basic. In the
skill positions they have a
good group of receivers, run-
ning backs and a quarterback
who can run, but they’re just a
spread team. They don’t go fast

like coach Freeze so that is a
bonus, but they are just basic.”

Defensive coordinator Dave
Wommack is seeing improve-
ment from his defense and
believes they will play hard on
Saturday.

“I think we’ve narrowed
down some of the things we are
doing on defense,” Wommack
said. “They’re getting closer
and closer. Still have some
mental work to do, but they’re
practicing hard, and I think we
are going to play extremely
hard. So, we’re getting there.”

The Rebels enter the game
with a lot of question marks
they are hoping to answer.
When the official depth chart
was released earlier this week,
Ole Miss had 10 positions
where two players where listed
with “OR” in between them,
meaning a decision had yet
been made on who the starter
would be. The new offense
hopes to run a lot of no-huddle,
but with only spring and fall
practice to install the offense, it
could prove to be a challenge
for the Rebels.

“They call it, we run it,” se-
nior offensive lineman A].
Hawkins said. “So if he wants
to go two minute the whole
game, we'll do it.”

Ole Miss and Central Ar-
kansas will kickoff at 6 p.m. at
Vaught-Hemingway Stadium
on Saturday and is available on
pay-per-view.

For continuing coverage of Ole
Miss  football, follow @thedm_
sports and @SigNewton_2 on
Tivitter.
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Hipp's Tips: Central Arkansas

This is the refurn of a weekly feature in which The Daily Mississippian football beat writer Bennett
Hipp gives his keys to the week's matchup.

BY BENNETT HIPP
ibhipp@go.olemiss.edu

1. First impression

Saturday gives Hugh Freeze
his one shot at a great first im-
pression on the field. By all ac-
counts, Freeze made a great first
impression off the field in his
introductory press conference
back in December at the Ford
Center.

Now, he’ll be showcasing his
up-tempo offense and trying to
prove that Ole Miss is on the
rebound from two disastrous
seasons in a row. Expectations
aren’t high, but so much has
been made of Freeze’s “basket-
ball on grass” offense that early
touchdowns and a consistent of-
fensive performance would go a
long way in pleasing a fan base
that appears desperate for any
success.

2. Wallace gets first shot

Ole Miss enters Saturday’s
game with co-number ones at
quarterback in Bo Wallace and

265 N. Lamar

Oxford, MS
We accept Ole Miss Express

Barry Brunetti. With that said,
Wallace will take the first snaps
Saturday night.

While Hugh Freeze has said
he wants to play both quarter-
backs equally, he’s also said that
if a quarterback gets hot, he’ll
stay in for a few more drives.

What that means for Wallace
is that if he comes out firing and
Ole Miss is able to move the
ball down the field, he could
take that first step toward show-
ing he’s the quarterback for Ole
Miss going forward.

On the flip side, if Wallace
comes out and struggles, Bru-
netti could come in and show
he’s the guy going forward.

3. Smother Smothers

Central Arkansas quarterback
Wynrick Smothers has the un-
fortunate task of replacing for-
mer FCS All-American quarter-
back Nathan Dick, who threw
for an astounding 3,275 yards
and 32 touchdowns last season.

Smothers has some experi-
ence under his belt, having
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played in 12 games the last
two seasons - including one
start, which came against Hugh
Freeze and Arkansas State last
year. Smothers was 16-of-31 for
224 yards, one touchdown, 37
yards rushing and even caught
a touchdown pass.

The junior is a dual-threat
quarterback, so it will be in-
teresting to see how success-
ful Smothers is running the
ball against Ole Miss’ smaller,
speedier linebackers.

Forcing Smothers to be one-
dimensional in his playing style
could severely limit what Cen-
tral Arkansas does play-calling
wise as the game goes on.

4. Inexperience on the
lines

The matchup of the Central
Arkansas offensive line against
the Ole Miss defensive line fea-
tures a bunch of players with
little or no experience at the col-
legiate level.

Bears left tackle Dominique
Allen and center Corey How-
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Freshman defensive tackle Issac Gross

ard have started a combined
49 collegiate games. The other
three members of the Central
Arkansas line have combined to
start one game total.

On the flip side, the Ole Miss
starting defensive line has com-
bined for five total starts. CJ.
Johnson has three at end, and
Carlton Martin has two at tack-
le. Issac Gross has never played
a college down yet, and this will
be E.J. Epperson’s first game at

onplantatiop Com

WILL STROUTH | The Daily Mississippian

defensive end.

It will be a fascinating match-
up to watch and see if Ole Miss’
young defensive linemen can
take advantage of the three un-
proven offensive lineman, or if
the two veteran stalwarts hold
together UCA’s line and keeps
the Ole Miss pass rush at bay.

Much has been said about an
improved pass rush for the Reb-
els from last season to this one,
and Saturday will be the first
glance at whether Ole Miss has
improved in that regard.

5. Keep an eye on Gran-

Former Ole Miss wide re-
ceiver and return specialist Jesse
Grandy has found a home at
Central Arkansas. The 5-foot-11,
165-pound senior was named to
the All-Southland Conference
Team last year after success in
multiple roles for the Bears.

Grandy was used all over,
catching 49 passes for over 700
yards and nine touchdowns,
rushing nine times, returning 18
punts and 16 kickoffs.

Expect more of that from
Central Arkansas on Saturday,
as Grandy possesses possibly
the most game breaking ability
on the team. He’s one of those
players that teams have to game
plan for exclusively, and Ole
Miss could be burned if they fail
to keep tabs on Grandy.

For continuing coverage of Ole
Miss football, follow @thedm._sports
and @bennetthipp on Tiitter.

Petitions are available for Homecoming Queen,
Homecoming Maids, Colonel Reb, Miss Ole Miss,and

Campus Favorites!

Petitions for the Fall General and Senate Elections are available in the ASB office and
are due back to the ASB Office Friday Aug. 31 from 1-4pm.
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FREEZE,

continved from page

That job was made a little easi-
er in the spring when Ross Bjork
was named as the new athletics
director at Ole Miss.

Since taking over the reins of
the athletic department days be-
fore the annual football spring
game, Bjork and Freeze have
been on a mission to raise Ole
Miss to heights it hasn’t seen in
quite some time.

The dynamic duo traveled
throughout the state in the in-
augural Rebel Road Tiip last
spring. Shortly after the road
trip, Bjork talked about how
the two finish each other’s sen-
tences and acknowledged how
well they get along. It’s easy to
see the energy both Freeze and
Bjork bring to the table.

“I couldn’t ask any more out
of Ross,” Freeze said. “He’s
been a terrific boss side-by-side
with me trying to reunite the
fan base and the people here. I
think when they see us together
and see that we are on the same
side preaching the same mes-
sage that it can only help us.”

Aside from getting the Ole
Miss fan base to come together
as one, Freeze knows he has to
do more than that to get Ole
Miss to the level he expects of
his program. Because of that,
Freeze has spent seemingly ev-
ery second that he’s not on the
practice field or in the film room
devoted to recruiting.

Freeze learned his first lessons
in recruiting from former Ole
Miss head coach Ed Orgeron -
who is widely considered one of
the best recruiters in the coun-
try. Freeze said he uses the same
12-month recruiting plan that
Orgeron implemented when
Freeze served as the Rebels’ re-
cruiting coordinator from 2006-
07. He knows how vital it is to his
program’s ultimate success.

“You've got to recruit,” Freeze
said. “You've got to have talent-
ed players, and many of them to
create depth. That's what we’re
lacking in right now.”

Recruiting is easier when
you're winning every Saturday,
but right now Freeze doesn’t
have that 1 . Instead, he
and his staff take a different ap-
proach.

“We don’t talk about last year,”
he said. “If we want to talk about
last year, let’s talk about the
other past years also — the six
SEC championships, the three
national championships, 13th
all-time bowl wins. If we’re go-
ing to talk about one past year,
let’s talk about all of them.”

It's easy to see the “it” fac-
tor that FedEx executive Mike
Glenn and Ole Miss legend Ar-

chie Manning saw in Freeze.

And if the energy and passion

he brings to Oxford translates
to the football field, the check
marks in the win column will
speak for themselves.

For continuing coverage of Ole

Miss football, follow @thedm_sports
and @DavidLCollier on Tiwitter.

FILE PHOTO (AUSTIN MCAFEE) | The Daily Mississippian

m \“'

- o
:;‘,s
.

'r’

JOHNSON,

continued from page 13

a few weeks to really focus on
eating well and often enough to
gain a few pounds.

“Just eating after practice in
camp helps a lot and being able
to eat breakfast and just being
able to get full course meals
throughout camp, it’s kind of
helped,” Johnson said. “We’ve
had these couple days off, and
it hasn’t been an excessive
amount of running that means
requiring burning a bunch of
ener

“Ive been able to just sit at
home and just eat, really.”

Camp also allowed Johnson to
show something else he worked
hard on in the offseason — bet-
ter technique when it comes to
rushing the passer. Because he
got a late start at the defensive
end position, he was behind the
developmental curve technique-
wise.

That, clearly, has changed as

.\_\

ALEX EDWARDS | The Daily Mississippian

Johnson had moments during
fall camp where he was un-
blockable. After the second of
two practices on Aug. 13, Freeze
said of Johnson: “CJ was an ani-
mal. We couldn’t block him.”
“'m pretty comfortable at
this point, it’s just a matter of I
can’t lose focus,” Johnson said.
“You’ve got to go out and you’ve
still got to get better every day.
(Defensive line) coach (Chris

Kiffin) always talks about add-
ing tools to your toolbox, and
the more tools you have in your
toolbox, the better job you'll
have getting to the passer.”

In addition to adding more
pass rushing moves and im-
proved techniques to Johnson’s
“toolbox,” Ole Miss was able
to add a couple of pass rushers
to its defensive toolbox in fresh-
man defensive end Channing
Ward and freshman defensive
tackle Issac Gross.

“Those guys have come on
way faster than I even thought
they would,” Johnson said.
“They’re just out early every
day before practice getting extra
reps. They’re in practice being
very communicative and very
coachable.”

The trio hopes to erase mem-
ories of what was an anemic
Ole Miss pass rush a year ago.
In 2011, the Rebels ranked last

W @ joesraftbeer
I] facehook.com/boesCraftBeer
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in the conference and 111th in
the country in sacks with just 13
sacks in 12 games.

They also failed to record
a sack in the last three games
of the season against Louisi-
ana Tech, LSU and Mississippi
State. Johnson feels the defense
is at a point where that won’t
happen again.

“I think now we’re getting to
the point where we can play

fast,” he said. “Everybody’s

starting to get the concept of the
defense and everybody is start-
ing to understand the scheme,
so it’s making things go a lot
better. Right now, we’re looking

pretty good.”
When Saturday comes around

and Ole Miss’ season kicks off
against Central Arkansas, John-
son will spend the next four
months working on improving
on his 32 tackles and four tack-
les for loss from his freshman
season.

He’ll also have something to
improve upon off the field as he
battles to add weight.

“You’ve just got to keep eat-
ing,” he said. “I try to eat five or
six times a day, but ideally, with
the schedule I have, that’s kind
of hard to do. That'll be the hard

part, just to eat.”

For continuing coverage of Ole
Miss football, follow @thedm._sports
and @bennetthipp on Tivitter.
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Watch every game at The
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Date  Time (ET)

Game

Library

Channel

Fri., Aug. 31 7:00 PM  Villanova at Temple ESPN-3 4:00 PM Colorado State at Colorado FX

7:30 PM  Tennessee vs. North Carolina State ESPN-U 6:00 PM  Murray State at No. 7 Florida State ESPN-3

8:00 PM  No. 24 Boise State at No. 13 Michigan State ESPN Youngstown State at Pittsburgh ESPN-3
Wagner at Florida Atlantic ESPN-3 7:00 PM  Jacksonville State at No. 10 Arkansas ESPN-3

10:00 PM San Jose State at No. 21 Stanford Pac-12 Network No. 14 Clemson at Auburn ESPN

Sat., Sept. T 9:00 AM  Notre Dame vs. Navy (BS FIU ot Duke ESPN-3

12:00 PM Appalachian State af East Carolina Fox Sports North Texas at No. 3 LSU ESPN-U
Western Michigan at lllinois ESPN-U Lamar at Louisiana-Lafayette ESPN-3
Miomi (OH) at No. 18 Ohio State Big Ten Network Central Arkansas at Ole Miss Fox Sports
Ohio af Penn State ESPN Southeastern at Missouri ESPN-3
Northwestern at Syracuse ESPN-2 Chattanooga at South Florida ESPN-3
Marshall at No. 11 West Virginia FX Austin Peay at Western Kentucky ESPN-3

12:21 PM Buffalo af No. 6 Georgia SEC Network 7:10 PM Missouri State af No. 22 Kansas State Kansas State HD

12:30 PM Elon at North Carolina ACC Network 7:30 PM Howaii at No. T USC FOX

3:00 PM  Nevada at California Pac-12 Network 8:00 PM  No. 8 Michigan vs. No. 2 Alabama ABC
William & Mary at Maryland ESPN-3 Indiana State at Indiana Big Ten Network
Nicholls at Oregon State Pac-12 Network Wyoming af No. 15 Texas Longhorn Network
Richmond at Virginia ESPN-3 Rutgers at Tulane (BS Sports Network

3:30 P Miami (FL) af Boston College ABC/ESPN-2 10:30 PM Toledo af Arizona ESPN-U
Bowling Green at No. 23 Florida ESPN Arkansas State at No. 5 Oregon ESPN
Tulsa af lowa State Fox Sports No. 4 Oklahoma at UTEP Fox Sports
Southern Miss at No. 17 Nebraska ABC/ESPN-2 San Diego State at Washington Pac-12 Network
lowa af Northern Illingis ESPN-U Sun., Sept. 2~ 3:30 PM Kentucky at No. 25 Louisville ESPN
Eastern Kentucky at Purdue Big Ten Network 6:30 PM  Southern Methodist at Baylor Fox Sports
Northern lowa af No. 12 Wisconsin Big Ten Network Mon., Sept. 3 8:00 PM  Georgia Tech at No. 16 Virginia Tech
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LEFT: Junior quarterback Barry Brunetti RIGHT: Sophomore quarterback Bo Wallace. Freeze said both quarterbacks will play Saturday, and Wallace will get the first snaps.

QUARTERBACKS,

continued from page 20

and scoring and not being taken
out of the game. If you're scor-
ing every drive, he’s probably
not going to take you out. That’s
my main focus right now.”

It’s always a worry that a quar-
terback could be looking over
his shoulder when he’s in the
middle of a competition during
the season, but Freeze isn’t wor-
ried about that.

“I think it's a good thing if
you're looking over your shoul-
der,” Freeze said. “I think the
competition is awesome. I think
they better both know that they
have to compete and have to
produce.”

While the competition is still
alive, whoever performs better
the next couple of weeks will
ultimately be the go-to guy at
quarterback. However, both
Wallace and Brunetti don’t let
that get in the way of doing
what’s best for the team.

“You want to go out there and
do your part,” Brunetti said. “Do
what you can do; know what
your doing out there. Don’t
think of your competition. My
competition is not Bo Satur-
day. My competition is Central
Arkansas, and that's what I'm
worried about. 'm not worried
about what he does. I just want
to go out there and do what I
can do.”

Wallace is in his first year at
Ole Miss after putting up im-
pressive numbers at East Mis-
sissippi  Community College
last season. Wallace led East

Mississippi to the NJCAA na-
tional championship a year ago,
throwing for a NJCAA record
4,604 passing yards, 4,810 total
yards and 53 touchdown passes.

The Pulaski, Tenn. native said
on Monday that his mindset
wouldn’t change being the start-
er. He just wants to go out and
prove he can get the job done.

“I' think we’ll see Saturday
who can run the offense bet-
ter with live bullets,” Wallace
said. “I feel like that’s a strength
that I've had all throughout the
camp. So just go out there and
run the offense.”

Wallace admitted that the
nerves will hit him when he
runs out of the tunnel in front of
the Ole Miss faithful in Vaught-
Hemingway Stadium for the
first game of his career on Sat-
urday, but he said the butterflies
will go away come game time.

“It's just football, he said.
“Once you get out there its the
game you’ve been playing since
sixth grade. So its just going out
there and playing.”

For continuing coverage of Ole
Miss football, follow @thedm._sports
and @Davidl.Collier on Tivitter.
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The Bible is about transformation, not just
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Christian. Now she is a popular author and
speaker.
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Freeze names Wallace
starter for Saturday

Hugh Freeze named sophomore quarterback Bo Wallace as the
starter for the season opener. Freeze reiteratted that both Wal-
lace and junior Barry Brunetti remain conumber ones, despite
Wallace getting the first snaps on Saturday.

BY DAVID COLLIER

thedmsports@gmail.com

After meeting with his coach-
ing staff on Wednesday evening,
Ole Miss head coach Hugh
Freeze announced on Thursday
that sophomore Bo Wallace will
take the first snaps at quarter-
back in the Rebels’ season open-
er against Central Arkansas on
Saturday.

Wallace has been in constant
competition with junior Barry
Brunetti for the starting job, but
the 6-foot-4, 204-pound Wallace
edged out Brunetti in fall camp
to get the nod.

“It’s really to me co-(number
ones),” Freeze said. “Bo will get
the first series, and we’ll see how
he’ll do. But Barry will get his
chances too. To me, it’s about
who can move our football team
and produce the first couple of
weeks. You have to roll some-

Check us out at
roostersblueshouse.com
for upcoming events

Roosler’s

BLUES

body out there to take the first
snaps, and that’s all the decision
was.

“It was solely based on in the
competitive situations we’ve
been in, and (Wallace) graded
out a little higher. That doesn’t
mean that he’s going to play bet-
ter than Barry on Saturday and
vice versa. We’ll judge them on
what happens when the live bul-
lets are flying the next couple of
weeks.”

Freeze has said that both Wal-
lace and Brunetti will get about
equal snaps on Saturday, but
also said he will stick with the
hot hand.

“I've kind of thought about
it, and if 'm named the starter
I plan on scoring every drive,”
Wallace said after Monday’s
press conference. “I think that’s
really important going out there

See QUARTERBACKS, PAGE 19
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