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The inside of a cave in Dunhuang, China, displays
intricate paintings and a Buddha statue. Photo courtesy
Angela Howard

Asian Art Expert to Discuss Significance of UM Museum
Photo Exhibit
Angela Howard to lecture Tuesday on Dunhuang exhibit

MARCH 15, 2017 BY CHRISTINA STEUBE

OXFORD, Miss. – An expert on the Buddhist art
of China will discuss what we can learn about
the evolution of religion and culture of Central
Asia through photographs of the intricate cave
paintings of Dunhuang, China, during a lecture
Tuesday (March 21) at the University of
Mississippi Museum.

Angela Howard, professor of Asian art at
Rutgers University, will speak at 5 p.m. in the
museum’s Speaker’s Gallery. The event, held in
conjunction with the museum’s “Dunhuang
through the Lens of James and Lucy Lo,” is free

and open to the public.

“The University Museum is very pleased to offer this lecture by such a distinguished international
scholar,” said Robert Saarnio, the museum’s director. “Professor Howard’s teaching spans Chinese and
Japanese art and has focused primarily on the development of Buddhist art in China, making her a
perfect speaker to accompany this exceptional Silk Road photography exhibition.”

The exhibit features photographs taken of the caves in the 1940s by the Los. The nearly 500 caves are
in the northwestern area of China, along the ancient Silk Road, and are a major Buddhist pilgrimage
site. Each one features intricately painted artwork, dating to between the fourth and 14th centuries.

Joshua Howard, UM Croft associate professor of history and international studies and Angela Howard’s
son, approached the museum staff about partnering for this event in conjunction with the exhibit of the
Los’ photographs.

“Dr. Angela Howard is an authority on the Buddhist art of China and Central Asia, and she happens to
be my mother,” Joshua Howard said. “When the University Museum was able to borrow the
photographic exhibit on Dunhuang caves, which was facilitated by my mother’s contacts at Princeton
University, I reached out to my mother to present a talk.

“Dunhuang is very much on her mind these days as she’ll also be teaching an on-site workshop there
this summer sponsored by the Woodenfish Foundation.”

Angela Howard specializes in the Buddhist art of China and Central Asia and has studied the culture
and area extensively. She said she plans to discuss “how the photos of the Dunhuang caves’
architecture and paintings enable us to reconstruct the type of Buddhism practiced at Dunhuang, a
Chinese transformation of Indian and Central Asian traditions.”

The “Dunhuang through the Lens of James and Lucy Lo” exhibit is on display through April 29.

The museum, at the corner of University Avenue and Fifth Street, is open 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesdays
through Saturdays. Admission is free. For more information about museum exhibits and events, visit
http://museum.olemiss.edu/.
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Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program
OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dolls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders
OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship – a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association – are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship
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marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at
the University of Mississippi as the
school’s first African-American student.
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“James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a
collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
honors this historic milestone with
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