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figure it out, this Utopian state connotes a 
minimum of physical effort, a sub-minimum 
of mental concentration, an entire lack of 
worry and stress; but, and this without 
any apparent recognition of illogical se
quence, a plethora of luxury and fun. The 
picture magazines are in the saddle. One 
can keep abreast of the times without even 
being able to read. Some corporations make 
their annual reports to employees in the 
form of comic strips.

My point in this harangue is that we 

should not allow ourselves to be stampeded 
into adopting a form of writing which is 
inconsistent with our purposes in writing 
with our professional stature.

In summary, let’s recall the essential ele
ments of effective writing by accountants 
as I see them:

1. To select carefully the points to be 
emphasized.

2. To think straight and talk plain.
3. And inclusive of the first two, to tell 

our story adequately.

COAST-TO-COAST
VIRGINIA THRUSH, Toledo, Ohio

ATLANTA
Pres., Eslie Lyon; Vice-Pres., Elizabeth 

Meredith; Sec’y, Martha Hyde; Treas., 
Catherine Lindsey; Directors: Nora Cald
well, Marie White, Margaret Campbell, 
Frances Forrester.

BUFFALO
Pres., Helen Wheeler; First Vice-Pres., 

Virginia Turner; Second Vice-Pres., Zella 
Steele; Sec’y, Sophia Freedman; Treas., 
Helen Ren Gladys.

CHICAGO
Pres., Zosia Edwards Stege; 1st Vice

Pres., Florence Persson; 2nd Vice-Pres., 
Violet Escarraz; Corr. Sec’y, Anna Gold
man; Treas., Edith Norton; Recording 
Sec’y, Marie Berry.

CINCINNATI
Pres., Wilma Loichinger; 1st Vice-Pres., 

Erma Craft; 2nd Vice-Pres., Mrs. Ruth M. 
Maull; Rec. Sec’y, Grace Hinds, C.P.A.; 
Corr. Sec’y, Rachel Wabnitz; Treas., Helene 
Kuehner; Directors: Virginia Ainsworth, 
Esther Schenk, Marcella Strategier, Vera 
Hesselbrock.

CLEVELAND
Pres., Gertrude Hunkin; 1st Vice-Pres., 

Helen Spoerke; 2nd Vice-Pres., Edith Ren- 
nison; Sec’y, Margaret Keppel; Treas., 
Norma Jelinek; Directors: Eleanor Clark, 
Gizella Kaye, Alice Patterson, Ruth How
ard, Linnea Saukkonen, Thelma Hahn.

COLUMBUS
Pres., Joanna Nickerson; Vice-Pres., 

Thelma Judy; Sec’y, Helen Gygi; Treas., 
Ruth Sterling; Directors: Esther Wilhelm, 

Gloria Van Alsick, Catherine Yount, Mynne 
Ehrsam, Ruth Ford, Ruth Swickard.

DENVER
Pres., E. Roberta Coler, CPA; Vice

Pres., Mary Ellen Brickner, CPA; Sec’y, 
Ruth V. Olsen; Treas., Helen Jacobs, CPA; 
Directors: May C. Joyce, CPA, Borghill J. 
Robinson, Emma M. Rotter.

DES MOINES
Pres., Edna Kiehr; Vice-Pres., Aileen 

Johnson; Sec’y, Mildred Mahannah; Treas., 
Ruth Estes; Directors: Nellie Brown, Fran
ces Coates, Allison Roush.

DETROIT
Pres., Marjorie Mitchell, CPA; 1st Vice

Pres., Mary Roggenkamp; 2nd Vice-Pres., 
Ruth Dorsey; Sec’y, Helen McMahon; 
Treas., Martha Pennanen; Directors: Joan 
Olson, Marian Lebet, Gertrude Hindelang, 
Jane Starr.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Pres., Delia E. McDermott; 1st Vice

Pres., Eleanor J. Sieg; 2nd Vice-Pres., 
Irene Osborn; Secy., Ruth B. Stearns; 
Treas., Anne M. Hamilton.

GRAND RAPIDS
Pres., Phyllis M. Haan; 1st Vice-Pres., 

Alice B. Walsh; 2nd Vice-Pres., Elizabeth 
J. Sage; Secy., Marion M. Keller; Treas., 
Anne A. Huistra.

HOLLAND
Pres., Wilma Beukema, 1st Vice-Pres., 

Corinne Pool, 2nd Vice-Pres., Irma Hoe
land; Secy., Dorothy Sandy; Assistant. 
Secy., Agnes Callan; Treas., Gretchen 
Ming; Assist. Treas., Henriette Bos.
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INDIANAPOLIS
Pres., Louisa E. Davis; 1st Vice-Pres., 

Alberta Wier; 2nd Vice-Pres., Ruth Ward; 
Treas., Eugenia McCarnan; Rec. Sec’y, 
Margaret Beckham; Corr. Sec’y, Marie 
Cecil; Directors: Alta Skabo, Mary Dukes.

LONG BEACH
Pres., Rose M. Dunjill; 1st Vice-Pres., 

Hazel Scott Coomes; 2nd Vice-Pres., Evelyn 
Epperly; Rec. Sec’y, Estelle Cannon; Corr. 
Sec’y, Velma Hood; Treas., Helen Eckford; 
Directors: Audrey Grow, Audrey Troutner.

LOS ANGELES
Pres., Eunice Moseley, CPA; 1st Vice

Pres., Theia A. Cascio; 2nd Vice-Pres., Vir
ginia Hoberg; Corr. Sec’y, Lois P. Cripps; 
Rec. Sec’y, May Carlson; Treas., Ruth 
Montgomery; Directors; Lillian Rovnik, 
Hazel Brooks Scott, Jean H. Nisenson.

LOUISVILLE
Pres., Esther Kachler; 1st Vice-Pres., 

Ida Alt; 2nd Vice-Pres., Opal Daniel; Rec. 
Sec’y, Grace Webb; Corr. Sec’y, Mary Dur
bin; Treas., Belle Hazelwood; Directors: 
Margaret Leamy, Letha Marven, Eugenia 
Nuss.

MUSKEGON
Pres., Millie C. Mason; 1st Vice-Pres., 

Elizabeth Shannessy; 2nd Vice-Pres., Max
ine Bloomquist; Rec. Sec’y, Ruth Eckman; 
Corr. Sec’y, Frances Danielson; Treas., 
Winifred Cook; Directors: Dorothy Wisch, 
Norma Griesback, Pauline Dunsmore.

NEW YORK
Pres., Kathryn West, CPA; Vice-Pres., 

Rose Gundall; Treas., Elda Saulino; Cor. 
Sec’y, Margaret White; Rec. Sec’y, Lily 
Merkle; Directors: Elizabeth Bonney, 
CPA, Eva Bober, Josie Wingen.

PHILADELPHIA
Pres., Mary J. King, CPA; Vice-Pres., 

Doris W. Stanger; Rec. Sec’y, M. Elizabeth 
Kerns; Corr. Sec’y, Adelaide G. Wenneshei
mer; Treas., Mildred H. Schlapfer; Direc
tors: Frances E. Tinsly, CPA, Kathryn B. 
Maurer, Theresa Reed, Catherine Mitchell, 
Marion E. Kern.

RICHMOND
Pres., Alma A. Westermann; Vice-Pres., 

Nellie A. McClellan; Treas., Iva Adkins.

SAN DIEGO
Pres., Charlotte R. Morris; 1st Vice

Pres., Marion 0. Ingraham; 2nd Vice-Pres., 
Violet M. Lince; Secy., Ruth M. Blackwell; 
Treas., Louise S. Chance.

SAN FRANCISCO
Pres., Anita Jockers; 1st Vice-Pres., 

Ruth Clark; 2nd Vice-Pres., Ann Matthie
sen; Corr. Sec’y, Genevieve Herrill; Rec. 
Sec’y, Ann Bertolone; Treas., Katherine 
Geisbeck; Directors: Marie Reynolds, Milli
cent Hughes, Mary Tonna.

SEATTLE
Pres., Ruth M. Thomas; 1st Vice-Pres., 

Mae P. Hertz; 2nd Vice-Pres., Rachel Fau
cher; Treas., Genevieve Michel; Sec’y, 
Pauline King; Directors: Genevieve Flynn, 
Doris Parks.

SPOKANE
Pres., Effie Ferguson; 1st Vice-Pres., 

Christine W. Langbehn; 2nd Vice-Pres., 
Pearle L. Connor; Secy., Mary M. Chap
man; Treas., Margaret M. Clark.

TERRE HAUTE
Pres., Esther V. Fidler; 1st Vice-Pres., 

Ada Cooney; Rec. Sec’y, Doris Miller; Corr. 
Sec’y, Aurelia Shewmaker; Treas., Mabel 
Milan; Directors: Loeva Feller, Delores 
Odom, Myrtle Neher, Gertrude Welch, Vel
gae Emmons.

TOLEDO
Pres., Anne Long; 1st Vice-Pres., Harri

ette McCully; 2nd Vice-Pres., Rachel 
Cooper; Sec’y, Frieda Taylor; Treas., Marie 
Brunsman; Directors: Betty Wollerman, 
Mildred Leifer, Winifred Russell, Frieda 
Kieper.

NEW AWSCPA MEMBERS
Elizabeth Bonney, 317 East 18th Street, 

New York. Employed by Scovell, Welling
ton & Co. Attended: Simmons College, Bos
ton University and New York University. 
Degrees: B.S. and M.B.A.

Eleanor M. Clark, 3306 Bosworth Road, 
Cleveland. Self-employed. Attended: West
ern Reserve University.

Mary Elizabeth Cronin, 216 N. Fifth 
Street, Delavan, Wisconsin. Employed by 
Cardinal Lines, Inc. Attended: Marquette 
University. Degrees: B.S. in B.A.

R. Grace Hinds, Apt. 11, 29 West Daniels 
Street, Cincinnati. Employed with Internal 
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Revenue Agent in Charge. Recording Sec
retary of the Cincinnati Chapter of ASWA.

Sumi Helen Ise, 4709 Cottage Grove 
Avenue, Chicago. Employed by Russakov 
Can Company. Attended: Northwestern 
University.

May C. Joyce, 1165 Columbine Street, 
Denver. Employed by Haskins & Sells. 
Director of the Denver Chapter of ASWA.

Ethel W. McNinch, 2810 N. Dayton, 
Phoenix. Employed by James A. Smith, 
CPA.

Virginia B. Grubner Meggitt, RFD No. 
1, Box 133, Bartlett, Illinois. Employed by 
Ashland Rental Company.

Shirley T. Moore, 307 Greenwood Avenue, 
Takoma Park, Md. Employed by Alvord & 
Alvord. Attended: Benjamin Franklin Uni
versity and George Washington University. 
Degrees: B.C.S. and M.C.S.

Edness Marie Roots, P.O. Box 37, Taft, 
Texas. Self-employed. Attended; Southern 

Methodist University. Degree: B.S.C.
Elizabeth M. Schmeling, 626 Harrison 

Blvd., Wausau, Wisconsin. Employed with 
Wipfli, Ullrich & Company. Attended: Uni
versity of Wisconsin. Degree: B.B.A.

NEW ASWA MEMBERS
ASWA chapters welcome: Atlanta: Mar

gie Gaines, Dot W. Gaines, Lillian Evans. 
Cleveland: Helen G. Coyne, Marguerite 
Kimes, Faye Lippincott. Des Moines: Irene 
Clark, Caroline Freiberg, Esther Rash. 
Detroit: Helen M. McNally. Long Beach: 
Verna Jarvis, Katie Dell Lanham, Mary 
Schultz. Muskegon: Ruby M. Sheneman, 
Katie Placko. New York: Eleanor Becker, 
Barbara Buckler, Henny Mettenleiter, 
Eleanor Welch, Flora Conners, Charlotte 
Lawrence. San Francisco: Elizabeth Smel
ker, Edith Primoff, Beverly Benson, Violet 
Burgstahler.

WHAT'S NEW IN READING
RUTH FORD, CPA, Columbus, Ohio

AUDITS BY CERTIFIED PUBLIC AC
COUNTANTS by Research Department, 
American Institute of Accountants, pub
lished by American Institute of Account
ants in May, 1950.

This pamphlet has been prepared pri
marily to acquaint credit grantors, teach
ers, and others with the methods of a cer
tified public accountant in examination of 
financial statements whereby he is able to 
express an opinion on the statements.

It points out that the balance sheet con
tains values which cannot be measured ex
actly. An illustration is accounts receiv
able, the total of which may be determined 
accurately, but when consideration is given 
to probable collection losses, the amount at 
which it is stated in the balance sheet be
comes a matter of judgment. The certified 
public accountant does not, therefore, issue 
a certificate that the balance sheet is true 
and correct. Rather he expresses his 
opinion as to the fairness with which the 
financial statements present the financial 
position of the Company and the results of 
its operations. The fact that the opinion 
and judgment of the certified public ac
countant is based on examination made by 
auditing standards outlined by the account
ing profession, gives this opinion its value.

The pamphlet urges the reader of finan
cial statements to read the report and the 
opinion of the certified public accountant 

as to the statements. This opinion may fall 
into one of three classes:

1. An unqualified opinion as to the over
all fairness of the financial state
ments.

2. A qualified opinion in cases where he 
has not been able to satisfy himself 
on some question which is not of 
great significance.

3. In circumstances wherein the terms 
of his engagement do not allow him 
to apply generally accepted auditing 
procedures in all material respects, he 
is obliged to disclaim an opinion as to 
the over-all fairness of the financial 
statements. He may, however, ex
press an opinion as to such accounts 
as to which he has satisfied himself.

The pamphlet outlines in general terms 
the procedures which the certified public 
accountant may apply in his examination of 
cash, receivables, inventories, investments, 
property, other assets, and liabilities.

This pamphlet is available to everyone, 
whether members of the Institute or not, at 
a nominal price. It is of value to each of 
us. If we are in private business it suggests 
standards by which we may evaluate our 
own work. If we are in public practice it 
brings us into touch with the subject of 
opinions, qualified or not, which is engag
ing the attention of all certified public ac
countants in public practice today.
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