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When Hugh Freeze took over 
as head coach at Ole Miss, he 
said he had to get the Rebels out 
of the wilderness. Freeze said he 
had to get his team to be com-
petitive week in and week out 
in the SEC and recruit at a high 
level. 

This past season, Ole Miss 

and Freeze accomplished part 
one, going 7-6 in his first sea-
son. On Wednesday, he com-
pleted the second part, landing 
23 prospects that garnered the 
Rebels a spot in the top 10 in all 
four major recruiting services’ 
class rankings, including the No. 
2 recruiting class on 247sports.
com and No. 5 class on ESPN 
– the best rankings in program 
history.

This year’s class is highlighted 
by four five-star signees – defen-
sive end Robert Nkemdiche, 
offensive tackle Laremy Tunsil, 
safety Antonio Conner and wide 
receiver Laquon Treadwell. Ole 
Miss also had six four-star re-
cruits to help bolster the class to 
a place a Rebel recruiting class 
has never gone.

“Obviously we are thrilled 
today,” Ole Miss head coach 

Hugh Freeze said. “I just left 
the Quarterback Club meeting, 
and to just see the passion and 
energy of the Ole Miss people, 
we take a great sense of pride in 
knowing that we can bring joy 
to the Rebel faithful. 

“It was thrilling to obviously 
finish strong today and the year-
long plan that we had.”

Freeze and his staff’s year-
long plan appeared to be just 

the right thing to land their de-
sired targets, and he had noth-
ing but praise for his staff on the 
job they did in the recruiting 
process. However, a little added 
assistance from players did not 
go unnoticed by the head coach.

“Our staff, who I think we 
have some of the rising stars 
in this profession, and the way 

See RECRUITING, PAGE 9
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ROBERT 
NKEMDICHE

recruiting class
5-Star studded

Ole Miss put together its best-ranked recruiting class in program history Wednesday, putting it in the top 10 of all four major recruiting services’ class rankings, 
including a No. 2 finish, according to 247Sports.com.

BY MATT SIGLER
mcsigler@olemiss.edu
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C O L U M N

Illinois governor 
has no solutions

The state of Illinois is really 
bleak, as Governor Pat Quinn 
delivered the State of the State 
address on Wednesday.

For starters, Illinois is facing 
a $95 billion pension crisis to 
go on top of the nation’s worst 
budget ranking. Add gun 
crime in the state’s largest city, 
union strikes and a grumbling 
Democratic base, and things 
are not looking peachy for Il-
linois.

So what are Quinn’s ideas 
for solving a few of the prob-
lems facing his state? He aims 
to cripple businesses, restrict 
the Second Amendment and 
avoid all other issues.

Quinn asked legislators to 
increase Illinois’ minimum 
wage, one of the highest in 
the nation, from $8.25 to $10, 
almost a full $3 above the 
federal rate. Needless to say, 
businesses are vehemently op-
posed to such an increase be-
cause it would increase their 
burden of employment. With 
Illinois’ unemployment rate 
being in the top five in the 
US, one would believe Quinn 
would push policies that would 
make it easier for businesses to 
hire employees.

Of course, Quinn points to 
data that suggest that full-time 
workers making minimum 
wage are living in poverty in 
Illinois. However, he fails to 
point out that Illinois’ income 
and sales taxes are among the 
highest in the nation, meaning 
that Illinois workers are taking 
home less than their counter-
parts in other states.

If Quinn is truly concerned 
about the state of Illinois and 
her workers, and not just pan-
dering to the Democratic Par-
ty, then he would recommend 
policies in the opposite direc-
tion. After all, when something 
does not work after many 
years, pushing even further 

BY TRENTON WINFORD
tgwinford@bellsouth.net

C O L U M N

Lessons of the Superdome blackout?

Last Sunday night millions 
of people were watching the 
Super Bowl. My professor 
gave me an assignment to 
watch it and write down my 
favorite commercial. This 
was the first time I had ever 
watched the Super Bowl. 

At first, I just paid atten-
tion to the commercials 
because of the assignment. 

I didn’t totally understand 
the rules of football. so it 
was hard to engage in the 
game itself. 

After several touchdowns, 
I began to understand some 
of the rules and started to 
enjoy the game itself. Be-
yonce’s fabulous halftime 
show was very exciting, and 
the commercials were excel-
lent. 

I really appreciated my 
professor giving me the op-
portunity to watch the game, 
but while I was watching, 
there was a sudden blackout 
in the Superdome. 

I wondered at first if an-
other show was starting, 

then I heard a voice say the 
Superdome had lost power. 
I couldn’t believe a blackout 
had happened during such 
an important event — the 
most popular event in the 
nation. 

After a while, half of the 
Superdome lit up. The audi-
ence was astonished. 

Were Mardi Gras celebra-
tions happening a little ear-
ly in New Orleans this year? 
Some fans left the stadium. 
Cheerleaders were still lead-
ing the cheers. The players 
were sitting on the ground 
motionless. It was probably 

JOSEPH KATOOL | @katoolbag | The Daily Mississippian

See ILLINOIS, PAGE 3 See SUPERDOME, PAGE 3

BY WANFEI WU 
wwu@go.olemiss.edu
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Sushi Roll Specials
15 Popular Sushi Rolls
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$299
  1) Bagel Roll
  2) Crab Tempura Roll
  3) California Roll
  4) Avacado Roll
  5) Crunchy Roll

  6) Cucumber Roll
  7) Dynamite Roll 
  8) Sweet Potato Roll
  9) Fresh Salmon Roll
10) Crispy Jalepeño Roll

 11) Spicy Salmon Roll
 12) Spicy Crispy Chicken Roll 
 13) Spicy Crab Roll
 14) Shrimp Tempura Roll
 15) Spicy Shrimp Roll

Hibachi Steak - $9.95 all day
with salad or soup, fried rice & vegetable or double fried rice 

(To go and dining room dining only - not valid in the hibachi room)

26713

*all steak is cooked medium well unless specified

Goldwater Scholarship

Today at 4:00 p.m.

Room 308
Honors College 

for budding research 
scientists, mathematicians, 

and engineers

     For information or for assistance related to
    a disability, contact onsa@olemiss.edu

Office of National Scholarship Advisement
26667

Call a family 
member you 
normally wouldn’t 
to simply check in 
and say hello.

Day #2: 

#21DaysOfGood
27066

26166
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Welcoming 
our new hairstylist, 
Emily Gammell! 

Welcoming 
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Emily Gammell! 
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C O L U M N

We might not be the ONLY entitled generation, but we are AN entitled one

We are an entitled generation. 
If any other Ole Miss stu-

dent dares disagree with me, 
I need only point toward the 
Land Rovers and Mercedes-
Benz convertibles sitting in 
dorm parking lots to illustrate 
my point. While I recognize 
that a few freshmen driving 
cars worth more than the av-
erage American household’s 
annual salary doesn’t exactly 
prove that our entire generation 

is similarly spoiled, it certainly 
provides an interesting talking 
point with which to begin this 
column.

Entitlement is not a measure 
in wealth, but a mindset. Many 
of us, myself included, don’t 
take the time to stop and ap-
preciate just how good we’ve 
got it. I’m sitting with a cup of 
Starbucks coffee, typing on my 
Macbook Pro while listening to 
NPR on my iPhone 4. I’m wor-
rying about finishing my senior 
thesis and applying for jobs in-
stead of fretting about when my 
next paycheck comes in. Even 
though I have a part-time job 
and scholarships to carry me 
through the semester, I know 
that my parents wouldn’t hesi-
tate to provide extra financial 

support if they had to. 
Many Americans are not so 

fortunate.
Every parent wants to give his 

or her children more than they 
had growing up. Every parent 
wants to see his or her son or 
daughter succeed. While none 
of this is a new phenomenon, 
there is definitely a palpable 
aura of entitlement that I have 
felt from my fellow representa-
tives of Generation Y, and oth-
ers have sensed it as well.

While working at my intern-
ships, I have had the opportuni-
ty to speak with many seasoned 
professionals from all walks of 
life. One of my favorite ques-
tions to ask is this: “What are 
some of the biggest mistakes 
that you see college students 

making in interviews?” Time 
and time again, their answers 
came back to our dispropor-
tionate sense of entitlement.

“Instead of telling us why we 
should hire them,” one of my 
mentors told me last month, 
“they demand to know what we 
will do for them.” She went on 
to say that she has never hired 
someone who went into an in-
terview with a privileged mind-
set, no matter how qualified he 
or she was.

As we run between classes 
and stress about our course-
work, we fail to remember that 
most Americans do not even 
have the luxury of a college edu-
cation. Even though enrollment 
has increased over the decades, 
it is still an opportunity that we 

shouldn’t take for granted.
Nevertheless, many of us still 

do.
While we shouldn’t have to 

apologize for how our parents 
raised us or the privileges we 
enjoy, a little tempered mod-
esty and honest hard work can 
go a long way in changing the 
world’s perception of us. We 
certainly are not the first en-
titled generation in history, but 
it is up to us to make sure that 
we are not remembered as the 
worst.

You might want to bear this in 
mind the next time you go into 
an interview.

Lexi Thoman is a senior interna-
tional studies and Spanish double-
major from St. Louis, Mo.

BY LEXI THOMAN 
alexandria.thoman@gmail.com

good for them because they 
had time to rest. 

Forty-five minutes later, 
full power was finally re-
stored.

This is not the first time 
power has gone off at a 
stadium during a football 
game, but it was the first 
time at a Super Bowl. 

What was the most mem-
orable thing about Super 
Bowl XLVII? Beyonce or 
the blackout? Without a 
doubt it was the latter. Peo-
ple always forget the good 
things, while they are picky 
and ruthless when bad 
things happen. 

It’s a very similar situa-
tion to the Obama inaugu-
ration two weeks ago; what 
was the most “memorable” 
thing? Beyonce or Presi-
dent Obama? For many it 
was the former.

Sometimes we can’t see 
the forest through the trees. 
If everything went well, 
there would be no more 
news for people to pay at-

tention to. However, some-
times we should remember 
there are consequences 
when these incidents hap-
pen.

Who will be at fault over 
the Superdome power is-
sue? There is no doubt that 
some people will lose their 
jobs over this. However, 
everyone makes mistakes; 
perhaps we should be more 
lenient. 

We cannot take people’s 
dedication and efforts for 
granted and only focus on 
their flaws.

Wanfei Wu is a second-year 
graduate integrated marketing 
communications student from 
Yunnan Province, China. Fol-
low her on Twitter @Wan-
feiWu.

will only make matters worse.
Next, Quinn pushed for tight-

er gun control laws that show 
how little he really knows about 
policy. He called for the ban of 
sale and possession of “military-
style assault weapons,” along 
with high-capacity magazines. 
If Quinn knew the military defi-
nition of assault weapons, he 
would know that these weapons 
are already banned.

Quinn is likely wanting to ban 
semi-automatic weapons, which 
are firearms that chamber a new 
round after each trigger pull. 
These are not to be confused, 
although they often are by lib-
erals, with automatic weapons 

which shoot multiple rounds 
with each trigger pull. Semi-
automatic weapons include 
most rifles, shotguns and revolv-
ers manufactured and sold in 
America.

The lack of understanding of 
basic definitions of firearms by 
liberals truly baffles me. How-
ever, Quinn does not stop there. 
He goes on to claim that Illinois 
must “ensure that guns are kept 
out of everyday public places 
because they don’t belong in 
our schools, shopping malls or 
sports stadiums.” He must have 
missed the fact that schools are 

already gun-free by law. He also 
must have missed the fact that 
this law has done nothing to pre-
vent school shootings. Appar-
ently lawbreakers break laws. 
Who knew?

Wanting the governor of a 
state to be intelligent is appar-
ently too much to ask these 
days, though I doubt it is coin-
cidental that the ones with the 
least understanding of business, 
economics and gun crimes are 
members of the Democratic 
Party.

Trenton Winford is a public policy 
leadership junior from Madison. 

ILLINOIS, 
continued from page 2

SUPERDOME, 
continued from page 2
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  Are you an outstanding student who could use 
a reward for your hard work?

ESTELLA G. HEFLEY AWARD
$1,000 / Spring 2013 

SPONSORED BY ALPHA LAMBDA DELTA 
NATIONAL FRESHMAN HONOR SOCIETY
is looking for students with these qualifications:

• A GPA of 3.90 or above from the University of Mississippi

•  at least 15 completed hours at the University of Mississippi 
but no more than 36 hours at the time of application

• superior in both academics and service to the university 

Applications can be picked up from:

Dr. Felice Coles
Bondurant East 210A

or 
Department of Modern Languages

Bondurant C - 115

to be completed and returned (with a transcript and resume)

by the deadline of February 15, 2013
26129

26923

A privately owned and 
operated sports complex is 
closer to breaking ground 
since the Lafayette County 
Planning Commission ap-
proved a location off High-
way 7 South last week.

Property owners Chuck 
Trost and Michael Perry, 
who are awaiting the com-
mission’s approval of their 
final plan, are currently 
waiting to receive a Missis-
sippi Highway Department 
of Transportation construc-
tion permit along with ap-
proval from the Health De-
partment for their plans to 
handle sewage.

The proposed complex 
will include six internation-
al regulation soccer fields, 
practice fields and a Little 
League football field. Base-
ball and lacrosse fields are 
also possible additions. 

Although the complex’s 
target market is youth teams 
in the Oxford area, profes-
sor and certified health edu-
cation specialist Jeffrey Hal-
lam said he believes some 
University of Mississippi 
students will take advantage 
of the new complex.

“I do not believe the 

new facility is a threat to 
the Turner Center,” Hal-
lam said. “I do not believe 
the intramural program will 
experience any decrease in 
participation. However, stu-
dents may be attracted to 
the lacrosse fields and soc-
cer fields.”

Hallam also said, though, 
that he thinks the students 
who will use the new com-
plex will be few in number.

“UM students can use the 
intramural fields for their 
activities,” Hallam said. 
“While I believe the intra-
mural fields are insufficient 
for the size of the university, 
I do not believe many stu-
dents will opt to use the new 
complex.”

Lacrosse player Nick Lov-
erde expressed interest in 
the potential building of a 
lacrosse field, citing poor 
conditions of the university’s 
fields as the main reason. 

“If it’s nice field turf, then 
we would absolutely prefer 
that over the school fields,” 
said Nick Loverde, a senior 
economics major and four-
year member of the lacrosse 
team. “The school fields are 
just a mess. They spend so 
much money to repair them, 
but they are never 100 per-
cent.” 

Private sports complex 
begins construction  

Law school launches forward
The University of Mississippi law school will become one of three programs in the world to 
offer a new degree in air and space law beginning this fall.

BY PETE PORTER
tjporter@go.olemiss.edu

The University of Missis-
sippi School of Law will be-
gin offering a Master of Laws 
(LL.M.) degree in air and 
space law in fall 2013.

Ole Miss will be the only 
university in the country to 
offer this advanced degree 
and one of only three such 
programs in the world. 

Any attorney who already 
holds a law degree will be 
eligible to apply for the pro-
gram.

Students in the program 
will take courses in compara-
tive national space law, inter-
national space law, private 
international air, public inter-
national air law, U.S. aviation 
law and U.S. space law.

The program adds to the 
law school’s rich history of 
expertise on space law since 
the mid-1960s, according to 
acting director Jacqueline 
Serrao.

“One of the most important 
goals for the program is to of-
fer top-notch education to at-
torneys and legal experts in 
the field,” Serrao said. “The 
LL.M. would give students 
advanced knowledge in the 
field of air and space that 
is very difficult to find any-
where else.”

Attorneys who earn this 
degree will be able to work 
in highly specialized areas 
that include jobs within the 
FAA, NASA and other fed-
eral agencies, according to 
Serrao.

The School of Law has of-
fered classes in aviation and 
space law for a decade, and 

it started offering a J.D.-level 
degree in remote sensing, air 
and space law in 2007.  

The new LL.M. degree will 
add to the School of Law’s 
efforts to lead the way in the 
field.

“There is no other law 
school with the strength, 
depth and resources that 
we have in this arena,” said 
Richard Gershon, dean of the 
UM law school.  

Opportunities for select ap-
plicants include access to the 
law library’s extensive col-
lection of air and space law 
materials and the Space Law 
Archive, a unique repository 
for records related to the de-
velopment of air and space 
law.  

Other opportunities in-
clude the chance to join the 

Journal of Space Law’s edi-
torial board or participate 
in the Manfred Lachs Moot 
Court Competition team.  

Attorneys accepted into the 
program can choose from on-
campus or online venues, full 
time or part time. 

Interested parties must 
register with the LL.M. Cre-
dential Assembly Service 
and submit an application 
through the Law School Ad-
mission Council website.  

Applicants are required 
to submit a resume, English 
proficiency scores if a foreign 
applicant, transcripts, letters 
of recommendation, a thesis 
proposal and an application 
fee of $50.  

The deadline to apply for 
admission to the fall 2013 en-
tering class is April 30.

(FILE PHOTO) THOMAS GRAINING | The Daily MississippianRobert C. Khayat Law Center

BY ERIC BENNETT
etbennet@go.olemiss.edu

A new sports complex presents athletic options for students and 
Oxford residents, potentially including lacrosse, soccer, baseball 
and football fields.

NewsWatch at 5 p.m.  
Mon. - Fri. on Channel 99
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The School of 
Applied Sciences

is seeking nominations for the
Thomas A. Crowe 

Outstanding Faculty Award
This award recognizes a permanent 

faculty who is full-time and actively engaged 
in teaching, scholarship, and service and 

whose accomplishments in one or more of 
these areas are considered meritorious.

Letters of nomination will be accepted from 
School of Applied Sciences students, 

faculty, staff and alumni. The nomination 
letter should be a maximum of two pages in 
length and the narrative should describe the 

nominee’s exceptional attributes.

Letters of nomination should be 
submitted by March 1, 2013

to the following address:

Thomas A. Crowe Outstanding 
Faculty Committee

The University of Mississippi
The School of Applied Sciences

Office of the Dean
P. O. Box 1848

University, Mississippi  38677

Alice & Co.
Hair • Nails • Skin

1729 University Avenue • 234-3896
26914

26189

20% off 
yogurt purchase

Thursdays

20% off 
yogurt purchase

Thursdays
(662) 234-0646 

2560 West Jackson Ave., Oxford, Mississippi 38655

Online courses offer flexibility to students
Online courses have become an attractive alternative to the on-campus classroom environment. Students can complete assignments at their leisure and go on with 
their busy everyday routines.

Since the first Ole Miss 
online course was offered in 
2001, online courses have be-
come increasingly popular, 
particularly within the last 
five to 10 years, according to 
the Center for Excellence in 
Teaching and Learning. 

For the 2013 spring semes-
ter, Ole Miss is offering 58 
online courses from campus 
schools such as the School of 
Education, the School of Ap-
plied Sciences, the College of 
Liberal Arts and the School of 
Journalism. 

Although online courses do 
not require students to actu-
ally attend class on campus, 
most online courses do have 
at least one proctored exam 
during the semester. Some 
courses also include weekly 
online meetings or discussion 
boards. Those enrolled in the 
course must log in online and 
participate in group conver-
sations through a program 
known as Angel or through 
their university Blackboard 

account. Online instructors 
are still available to their stu-
dents through email or ar-
ranged in-person meetings, 
just as they would be avail-
able to students in a tradition-
al class setting. 

Sophomore hospital-
ity management major Jillian 
Harris has a part-time job off 
campus, so the traditional 
course times offered did not 
fit into her schedule. An on-
line course was the only op-
tion. 

“It’s hard because in the 

classroom you are actually 
forced to pay attention,” she 
said. “You’re already sitting 
in class so you might as well 
make your time worthwhile.” 

She said online classes are 
more difficult. 

“Your teacher posts pod-
casts, which can be anywhere 
from 10 minutes to 2 hours, 
and you have to force your-
self to listen to them and re-
ally be an active listener,” she 
said.

Anne Klingen, the director 
of Ole Miss Online, has the 

same perspective on online 
courses. 

“Online classes are harder 
for students that are used 
to being participants in the 
classroom and being fed by 
the instructor,” Klingen said. 
“With online classes you must 
be very active and self-moti-
vated. Most students aren’t 
ready for that online model 
and tend to struggle at first.”

Both part-time and full-time 
students make use of online 
courses. 

“Many full-time students 
enjoy the flexibility of on-
line, self-paced courses be-
cause they can schedule them 

around their regular courses, 
and part-time students par-
ticularly may have difficulty 
fitting traditional courses 
into their schedules,” said 
Rebekah Reysen, a learning 
specialist at the Center for 
Excellence in Teaching and 
Learning. 

The cost of an Ole Miss 
Online course is the same as 
a traditional 3-hour course, 
with out-of-state tuition still 
applied. The Department of 
Financial Aid also states that 
students will be charged an 
additional $33.33 per credit 
hour online course fee for 
each online course.

BY MAGGIE FRANKLIN
rmfrankl@go.olemiss.edu

FILE PHOTO | The Daily Mississippian

The Voice of Ole Miss
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101 Creekmore B lvd  |   Oxford , MS 38655  |   662 .513 .4980

CampusCreek.com

M@CampusCreek  C /CampusCreekOleMis s

Take a tour and sign a 
lease on a 4 bedroom
4 bathroom apartment 
within 48 hours to get your 
application and signing fees waived!

Don’t forget we will pay $160 of your
utility bill a month!

26076

26703

@bluemagicoxford       662.380.2960

Thirsty Thursdays
Every Thursday from 

9pm til 2am
Ladies get in free until 11pm

Music By: 
DJ Fuyal &

DJ Jazz E. Jeff (from K97)

$1 Drink Specials
ALL NIGHT!

27083

Super Water Sympathy comes to Proud Larry’s ‘It’s not a therapy,
it’s entertainment’

A “synthesis of classic sym-
phonic ambience with mod-
ern rock’n’roll anthems” is 
how Super Water Sympa-
thy describes its self-created 
genre, “water pop.” 

The band has grown as a 
live act since its two national 
tours and featured slot on last 
year’s Vans Warped Tour.

Brothers Billy and Clyde 
Hargrove (bass and guitar, 
respectively), Ryan Robinson 
(drums), Jason Mills (keys) 

and Ansley Hughes (vocals) 
formed Super Water Sympa-
thy in 2010, and they hope 
the southern tour will compli-
ment their next album, “Hy-
drogen Child,” which is set to 
be released April 23.

“‘Hydrogen Child’ is about 
the end of infinity,” Hughes 
said.

This concept album is a 
product of the members shar-
ing equal writing duties to 
form a collectively unique 
sound.

“Although there are some 
songs that certain members 

had heavier hands in, this al-
bum is a true band collabora-
tion,” Clyde Hargrove said. 
“Every member of the band 
has written lyrics and music 
for this album.”

The band has also lent its 
writing and production skills 
to B.o.B’s “Strange Clouds” 
with the track “Chandelier,” 
and its songs have received 
heavy rotation on the MTV 
series “Caged.”

Local band Swampfoot will 
open the show, playing its im-
provised renditions of classic 
rock hits mixed with originals 
that really stick.

The doors open at 8 p.m. to-
night at Proud Larry’s. More 
information can be found on 
the band’s Facebook page 
and proudlarrys.com

Super Water Sympathy is making a stop in Oxford tonight, bringing with it some “water pop” 
from Shreveport, La.

BY KIERAN DANIELSON
kcdaniel@go.olemiss.edu

COURTESY SUPER WATER SYMPATHY

Ghostlight Repertory The-
atre is getting students more 
involved in the performing arts 
on campus.

The student-run organiza-
tion started on campus last 
spring and has since gained 
community support from the 
Yoknapatawpha  Arts Council 
at the Powerhouse and the Ole 
Miss theater department. It was 
named for the theater tradition 
of hanging a light on an unoc-
cupied stage at night to keep 
the spirits of the theater happy.

Actors are not the only 
members the group is open 
to. Ghostlight also provides 
opportunities for students to 
see what makes up a real the-
ater company, like direction, 
writing, sound design, fashion 
design, stage management, set 
design and light design. 

Senior B.F.A. acting major 
and artistic director/Ghostlight 
president Adam Brooks ex-
plained why he got involved 
with the organization. 

“I felt compelled to help and 
get involved with Ghostlight 
because of the fact that each 
student here has a story, and 
performing arts is a great me-

dium,” Brooks said. “Theater, 
film, dance and music are great 
mediums to tell a story.

“It is important that through 
those stories, they can find a 
way to communicate the things 
that they are trying to say. It’s 
not a therapy, it’s entertain-
ment, but sometimes entertain-
ment is therapy. ”

Because Ghostlight is stu-
dent-run, there is more room 
for controversial or abstract 
ideas. It has already produced 
“The Complete Works of 
Shakespeare Abridged,” which 
was a very family-friendly 
show, and “Mother F----R with 
the Hat,” which was on the 
opposite end of the spectrum. 
Having the ability to find and 
explore those spectrums is why 
the organization was originally 
formed. 

“Last semester was a great 
semester for experimenting 
and seeing how minimally we 
could do a show, testing differ-
ent waters,” Brooks said.

Ghostlight encourages stu-
dents to get involved by com-
ing to the meetings on Tuesdays 
at 5 p.m. in Meek Auditorium 
or attending workshops.

Next season’s shows will be 
selected at the Feb. 19 meeting.

To prepare for its April show, 
“Avenue Q,” Ghostlight will 
be holding a puppet-making 
workshop on Saturday, Feb. 9 
and Sunday, Feb. 10.

The students of Ghostlight 
encourage anyone to stop by 
the costume shop on the bot-
tom floor of Isom and help the 
creative design process. Any-
one who volunteers will be 
given credit in the “Avenue Q” 
program. 

“If you’ve got a story and you 
know it’s important, you know 
someone is going to get some-
thing out of what you have to 
say and someone is going to 
laugh about it, or someone is 
going to cry about it, or it is 
going to help someone under-
stand something that they are 
going through, if it’s something 
philosophically universal or if 
it is just plain funny, whatever 
it is, even if you are involved 
in another area on campus, 
Ghostlight is the place for you,” 
Brooks said. “It’s your home if 
you want it to be.”

Next Tuesday, Feb. 12, will 
be Ghostlight’s semester pre-
miere. “Jailbait” will run Feb. 
12-16 at 7:30 each night and at 
2 p.m. on Feb. 17 in Meek Au-
ditorium. 

There are no fees to become 
a member. Interested students 
simply fill out a membership 
application and turn it into the 
Ghostlight folder in Isom. For 
more more information, visit 
the website, ghostlightrep.org.

BY CAMILLE MULLINS
camillemullins@gmail.com
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Ole Miss cruises past Mississippi State
Junior guard Marshall Henderson poured in 31 points and Murphy Holloway added 24 as Ole Miss blew out Mississippi State to 
end two-game losing skid. Rebels face Missouri Saturday on the road at noon on CBS. 

BY TYLER BISCHOFF
tfbischo@go.olemiss.edu

Player of the game

Marshall Henderson

31 points
4 assists
3 rebounds

Stat of the game
Points off turnovers – 
UM 21, MSU 8

Quote of the game
“We just tried to coast 
through the second 
half, which is a little 
disappointing for me.”

– Andy Kennedy on giving 
up 52 second half points.

Ole Miss (18-4, 7-2 SEC) 
snapped its two-game los-
ing streak with a 93-75 win 
over in-state rival Missis-
sippi State (7-14, 2-7 SEC) 
Wednesday night. 

“We needed to stop the 
bleeding,” head coach Andy 
Kennedy said.	

Ole Miss got big nights 
out of their two leading 
scorers, as both junior 
guard Marshall Henderson 
and senior forward Murphy 
Holloway surpassed their 
season averages on points, 
scoring 31 and 24, respec-
tively. Henderson was 6-of-
14 from three-point range 
and Holloway added eight 
rebounds.	

Mississippi State scored 
the first basket of the game, 
but Ole Miss went on a 
19-0 run and built an insur-
mountable lead. 

Holloway spurred the 
early run, scoring 10 points 
in the first seven minutes 

of the game. It took Missis-
sippi State over 11 minutes 
to reach the 10-point mark. 
Ole Miss led 42-23 at half-
time.	

“I thought our approach 
was pretty good out of 
the gate,” Kennedy said. 
“I thought we really de-
fended early, made a cou-
ple shots and got an early 
lead.”	

Senior forward Reggie 
Buckner and sophomore 
point guard Jarvis Summers 
both eclipsed double digits 
with 12 and 11 points, re-
spectively.	

As a team, Ole Miss shot 
50.8 percent from the field, 
their highest mark in five 
games. 

The Rebels also shot 75 
percent from the free throw 
line, which is their second-
best mark in SEC play. The 
93 points was the most Ole 
Miss has scored in confer-
ence play.	

Mississippi State was led 
by freshman Craig Sword, 
who scored 17. Junior guard 

Jalen Steele added 15, while 
freshman guard Fred Thom-
as had 13 points.	

The Bulldogs outscored 
Ole Miss 52-51 in the sec-
ond half, and Kennedy was 
not happy with his team’s 
effort.	

“The entire second half, 

I just thought we had it in 
coast mode,” Kennedy said. 
“Give Mississippi State 
credit, they kept fighting, 
kept attacking off the drib-
ble.” 

With five blocks, Buckner 
surpassed Robert Horry of 
Alabama for sixth on the 
SEC all-time blocks list with 
290. Buckner is now within 
28 blocks of fifth place. 

Kennedy picked up his 
143rd win in his time at Ole 
Miss, moving him one win 
behind the all-time leader 
B.L. Graham. 

The Rebels are now just 
one game behind SEC-lead-
ing Florida, which is 8-1 in 
the conference. 

Ole Miss will travel to 
Missouri to take on the 21st-
ranked Tigers on Saturday. 
That matchup is set for a 
noon start and will be tele-
vised on CBS.

For continuing coverage of 
Ole Miss men’s basketball, 
follow @Tyler_RSR and @
thedm_sports on Twitter.

AUSTIN MCAFEE | The Daily Mississippian

Senior forward Murphy Holloway
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Available Now for Spring Semester
Visit us at www.theolemissgolfcourse.com
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Sudoku #4 Super-Tough Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Book 3

"W
hat nature delivers to us is never stale. Because w

hat nature creates has eternity in it."
-- Isaac Bashevis Singer

8 5 3
1 9

4 9 5
8 6 2

3 1
4 8 7

6 5 7
2 3

6 4 9

AnswersSuper-Tough Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Book 3
Sudoku #1
8174253
3718492
492651

759238
63819

283176
274536
7632958
5436927

96

56

387

164

4572

945

891

14

18

Sudoku #2
517638
269341

983472
4837926

3719654
6982541
871239

693854
152968

429

785

516

51

28

73

465

271

347

Sudoku #3
2165749

4523816
63817
5743921

94673
3172859

64257
9523614

4358196

83

79

9425

86

2158

64

1893

78

72

Sudoku #4
497621

2546387
763812
173954
5627498
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4915786
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657

23

649

Sudoku #5
51624837
83769
679852
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9
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Sudoku #6
985367
142985

617249
453217

298765314
794856
361487

597346
275938

241
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698
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295

812

461

Sudoku #7
956821

671835
18327549

47328
2874635

39847
85431726
214793

362918

437

294

6

5196

91

6152

9

865

754

Sudoku #8
1263978

8954276
3918425

17593
843275

75916
1275469

183267
6387951

45

13

76

2648

961

3842

38

549

24



Applications for 2013-2014 Editor in Chief 
of The Daily Mississippian Available

Completed applications are due February 20, 2013

Pick up an application at the 
Student Media Center, 201 Bishop Hall. 

Previous DM experience required.
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Defending DUI & Criminal Charges
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they went about recruiting and 
building relationships over the 
course of a year and executing 
our 12-month plan, they were 
pretty flawless in most regards,” 
Freeze said. “But also our play-
ers. I cannot give them enough 
credit. They sold our program. 

“I’ve often believed and will 
say that if we can get a young 
man to campus, and they can 
see the beauty of Ole Miss, the 
passion of its people, the love 
that they all have for this great 
university, the fact that it has a 
rich tradition, is something we 
use in recruiting here.”

Despite the rich history of the 
program, which includes six 
conference championships and 
three national titles, Ole Miss 
hasn’t seen a lot of success in its 
recent history in regard to cham-
pionships. Therefore, Freeze 
takes a different approach than 
most coaches when going after 
top targets.

“The biggest vision we have is 
to do something new and fresh 
and convince a group of young 

men to come together and want 
to be different,” Freeze said. 
“To do something different and 
fresh at a place that may not be 
the norm. That is what we went 
about in this recruiting class.”

With Ole Miss’ success in this 
year’s recruiting class, the Reb-
els have received a great deal of 
national exposure. 

Ole Miss was featured exten-
sively in ESPNU’s recruiting 
coverage throughout the day, 
Freeze had an appearance on 
Fox News with Ole Miss alum 
Shepard Smith, and NBA star 
LeBron James even spoke out 
on Twitter about the Rebels’ im-
pressive recruiting class.

“Ole Miss ain’t messing 
around today! Big time recruits 
coming in. SEC is crazy,” James 
tweeted.

The exposure was certainly 
something to which Freeze paid 
attention, and he believes it 
could help him build more top 
classes in the years to come.

“I don’t think you could go 
out and purchase the exposure 
we got today,” Freeze said. “It is 
unbelievable. This class and the 
exposure that we received today 
is already helping us in 2014. It 
gives us some momentum. It 
gives us some validity, and now, 
we can use it to hopefully start 
building some relationships with 
some national guys. We can’t go 
after an enormous amount, but 
we can go after some.

“They definitely heard about 
Ole Miss and probably are in-
trigued about what exactly is 
going on there and want to see 
it for themselves and hopefully 

get to know us. If they get to 
know our staff, it kind of gets 
contagious that people want to 
play for these coaches.”

Although the outcome of 
signing day was one for the ages 
for Ole Miss, the path to the end 
wasn’t necessarily an easy one. 

Freeze was forced to deal with 
numerous people, a good many 
over social media networks, 
questioning how Ole Miss, 
Freeze and his staff were recruit-
ing and ultimately landing high-
caliber recruits. Freeze said he 
was shocked to see such accusa-
tions of recruiting violations di-
rected at him and the program.

“I was really shocked,” Freeze 
said. “I know people have their 
own opinions and feel the free-
dom now in social media to 
voice that very freely, and I was 
shocked at how much it was.”

A large part of the Rebels’ 
success at landing top guys was 
the connections they had. Ob-
viously, Nkemdiche is brothers 
with Ole Miss linebacker Den-
zel. Treadwell went to the same 
high school as Rebel defensive 
back Anthony Standifer, while 
Wesley McGriff, who was the 
leading recruiter for Treadwell, 

had a past friendship with 
Treadwell’s high school coach.

“We had a plan, we executed 
our plan,” Freeze said. “Obvi-
ously, we had some luck to have 
some ins to some of those, and I 
readily admit that, but we did it 
with integrity within our coach-
ing staff.”

Despite the criticism, Freeze 
believes that the class he is 
brought in this year has the po-
tential to be something special 
— a program-changing type of 
class.

“Today was a hugely suc-
cessful day,” Freeze said. “And 
I do think it has the possibil-
ity of being a program changer. 
Obviously, it is all on paper 
right now. We’ll start having to 
manage expectations right now 
because we will still be in our 
second year of our journey to-
gether, but I do think we took 
a huge step forward together 
today on that journey, and that 
is competing for an SEC West 
championship.”

For continuing coverage of Ole 
Miss football, follow @SigNew-
ton_2 and @thedm_sports on Twit-
ter.

RECRUITING, 
continued from page 1

Head coach Hugh Freeze ALEX EDWARDS | The Daily Mississippian
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in advance. 
The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is in ses-
sion except during the summer session which is Tuesday through Thursday. 

Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted.

RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL 662.915.5503

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - �extra $0.50 per word

Commercial Realty
*****TURNBERRY***CONDO*******  
4 Bedroom, Gated, Great Pool, Ample 
Parking, 2nd Floor, 50 feet to busline, 
1/2 mile from campus (770)425-5053 

Homes for Sale
1BDR/1BA Apartment - $500/mo. 
All Appliances. Available Now! Corner 
of Anderson and Anchorage. 662-607-
2400. 

Apartment for Rent
Large 2 bedroom/ 2.5 bath town-
house with W/D included. No pets. 1 
year lease. Quiet. $500 security depos-
it. Call (662)234-0000 
Tired of Roommates? 1BR w/ 
large office. 1 mile to campus. $545/
month. Quiet and safe. Best deal in 
town. pinegroveoxford.com or call 662-
234-1550. 
1BR/1BA Exclusive Apartment 
on the Square. Elevator access & ap-
pliances included. Available March 1 
(662)234-7070 

House for Rent
2 BLOCKS FROM SQUARE 3 
BDRM/3.5 BTH $3000/MO. 662-816-
2700 

Room for Rent

FULLY FURNISHED 
ROOM

Nicely furnished 3 bd, 2 bth home near 
campus. 1 room for rent from Jan-
May. Comes with 2 responsible female 
roommates. $500 a month. call ASAP!  
FEMALE ONLY (919-649-7153)
Room for rent Bedroom in house 
on 1 acre wooded lot, full house access, 
non-smoker. j.toddnewton@yahoo.com 

Weekend Rental
4 BDRM 2 BTH CONDO AVAILABLE 
FOR BASEBALL/ DOUBLE DECKER/ 
GRADUATION. (662)473-6375 
Oxford Weekends Short-term rent-
als including event weekends. www.ox-
fordtownhouse.com (662)801-669 

Business Opportunities
Super power memory. Revolution-
ary breakthrough turns your brain into 
super charged memory machine. Recall 
more information. Improve exam and 
board scores. www.2013megamemory.
com 1-800-530-9661 

Miscellaneous
Pregnancy Test Center Preg-
nancy Testing... Limited Ultrasounds... 
Facts, Options, and Support... No insur-
ance required... Free and Confidential 
www.pregnancyoxford.com (662)234-
4414 

Recreation
for rent or lease Established 
NIGHT CLUB Property. Just minutes 
from U of M Campus. 662-317-8784 

Part-time
$BARTENDING$ $250/ Day Potential 
No Experience Necessary. Training 
Available. 1-800-965-6520 Ext 155 
Writers Needed: ByU Magazine is 
seeking long-term student writers. www.
byumagazine.net (662)326-3996 

Free Pets
Free Dog Lab-mix, housebroken, ap-
prox. 9 mo. old, ALL SHOTS, SPAYED. 
Training crate included. Free to good 
home. Serious inquiries call (662)292-
2901 

Ole Miss was in the na-
tional spotlight for National 
Signing Day on Wednesday, 
as head coach Hugh Freeze 
reeled in the best-ranked 
class in school history, filled 
with big-name prospects. 
However, one of the highest-
ranked recruits didn’t come 
from too far away. 

South Panola safety Anto-
nio Conner signed his letter 
of intent to play for the Reb-
els next season, choosing Ole 
Miss over Alabama. 

“It was a real great battle,” 
Conner said. “Alabama and 
Ole Miss were my first two 
offers.”

Conner, who is a five-star 
prospect according to Scout.
com and 247Sports, is a part 
of what has been ranked the 
best recruiting class in the 
history of Ole Miss and could 
make an impact early in his 
career.

Freeze said they look at 
Conner to play the huskie po-
sition for the Rebel defense 
for the next few seasons.

“I think he’s one of the 
best safeties to come out of 
high school in a long time,” 
Freeze said. “He’s so physi-
cal, so rangy, so fast. He’s an 
immediate difference maker 
in what we do. We need our 
best athlete to play our huskie 
position, and we’ve identified 
him as that type of guy.”

He joins a long line of tal-
ented players who star at 
South Panola and eventually 
go on to sign with Ole Miss. 
Conner said that he heard 
from many of those players 
about Ole Miss but that it did 
not have much of an impact 
on his decision.

Five-star safety stays in-state
Antonio Conner was the fourth five-star signee for Ole Miss on National Signing Day Wednesday. Conner, a South Panola product, was considered the No. 2 
safety in the country by multiple recruiting services. 

BY JOHN LUKE McCORD 
mccordjohnluke@yahoo.com 

AUSTIN McAFEE | The Daily Mississippian

COURTESY OF 247SPORTS AUSTIN McAFEE | The Daily Mississippian

In addition to being hotly 
recruited by Ole Miss and 
personally by head coach 
Hugh Freeze, he was highly 
coveted by Alabama and 
Nick Saban.

“He was telling me that I 
might get early playing time 
over there,” Conner said. 
“(But) I just think I had a bet-
ter chance to get on the field 
in my home state.”

It was clear that Conner is 
proud to stay in his home state 
and that early playing time 
was one of the key factors in 
his recruitment. South Panola 
head coach Lance Pogue feels 
he can do just that.

“If there is a guy that’s phys-
ically and mentally ready 
from a maturity standpoint 
to play early, he fits the bill,” 
Pogue said. “He will make an 
impact early.”

Conner feels that the class 
that Ole Miss signed can ac-
complish things at Ole Miss 
that most people would be 
afraid to admit.

“We’re going to make it to 
the top,” Conner said. “We’re 
going to the BCS National 
Championship. We’re fix-
ing to put Mississippi on the 
map.”

For continuing coverage of Ole 
Miss football, follow @JLgrindin 
and @thedm_sports on Twitter.



SPORTS
SPORTS | 7 february 2013 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | PAGE 11

WR QUINCY ADEBOYEJO
6-foot-3, 175 pounds - Cedar 
Hill, Texas - Cedar Hill HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

WR TREY BLEDSOE
6-foot-2, 190 pounds - 
Grenada, Miss. - Grenada HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

OT DARONTE BOULDIN
6-foot-6, 310 pounds - Canton, 
Miss. - Canton Public HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

RB EUGENE BRAZLEY
5-foot-10, 175 pounds - New 
Orleans - Carver, G W, Senior HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

QB RYAN BUCHANAN
6-foot-4, 210 pounds - Jackson, 
Miss. - Jackson Prep

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

S ANTONIO CONNER
6-foot-2, 200 pounds - Batesville, 
Miss. - South Panola HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

RB MARK DODSON
5-foot-9, 175 pounds - 
Memphis - Whitehaven HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

TE EVAN ENGRAM
6-foot-3, 210 pounds - Powder 
Springs, Ga. - Hillgrove HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

OL AUSTIN GOLSON
6-foot-6, 284 pounds - 
Prattville, Ala. - Prattville HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

CB BOBBY HILL
6-foot-0, 165 pounds - Moultrie, 
Ga. - Colquitt County HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

DT LAVON HOOKS
6-foot-4, 295 pounds - Booneville, 
Miss. - Northeast MS CC

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

TE A.J. JACKSON
6-foot-6, 239 pounds - 
Hampton, Ga. - Lovejoy HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

OT DAVION JOHNSON
6-foot-5, 315 pounds - Byhalia, 
Miss - Byhalia HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

WR DERRICK JONES
6-foot-2, 180 pounds - Eupora, 
Miss. - Eupora HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

DB DAVID KAMARA
5-foot-11, 185 pounds - 
Loganville, Ga. - Grayson HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

QB DEVANTE KINCADE
6-foot-1, 185 pounds - Dallas, 
Texas - Skyline HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

WR QUADARIUS MIRELES
5-foot-11, 180 pounds - 
Raymond, Miss. - Hinds CC

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

DT HERBERT MOORE
6-foot-2, 180 pounds - 
Memphis - East HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

RB KAILO MOORE
5-foot-10, 180 pounds - Rosedale, 
Miss. - West Bolivar HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

TE CHRISTIAN MORGAN
6-foot-4, 255 pounds - Plano, Texas 
- Prestonwood Christian Academy

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

DE ROBERT NKEMDICHE
6-foot-5, 260 pounds - 
Loganville, Ga. - Grayson HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

LB MARCUS ROBINSON
6-foot-4, 207 pounds - 
Memphis - East HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

OLB RASHAWN SMITH
6-foot-3, 210 pounds - 
Florence, Ala. - Florence HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

WR LAQUON TREADWELL
6-foot-3, 198 pounds - Crete, 
Ill. - Crete Monee HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

OT LAREMY TUNSIL
6-foot-6, 295 pounds - Lake 
City, Fla. - Columbia HS

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

RB JORDAN WILKINS
6-foot-1, 210 pounds - Cordova, 
Tenn. - St. Benedict at Auburndale 

ESPN
Rivals
Scout
247 Composite

247Sports

2013 Ole Miss recruiting class
Below are the 26 of signees that make up the 2013 Ole Miss football recruiting class. The list does not include Nick 
Brassell and Anthony Alford, who did not sign a letter of intent, but are enrolled at Ole Miss for the spring semester. It 
does include the junior college and high school early enrollees. Each signee’s height, weight, hometown and previous 
school are given in addition to the star rankings from each of the four major recruiting services. The 247 Composite 
ranking is an average ranking between the four recruiting services.
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NKEMDICHE HEADLINES HISTORIC CLASS
The signing of Robert Nkemdiche, the nation’s No. 1 recruit, highlighted the best recruiting class in Ole Miss history. 

LOGANVILLE, Ga. — In 
front of a national audience to 
kick off ESPNU’s coverage of 
National Signing Day, Robert 
Nkemdiche, the nation’s con-
sensus No. 1 prospect, signed 
his letter of intent to play for 
the University of Mississippi 
next season.

“The recruiting process has 
been long, but I have enjoyed 
it,” Nkemdiche said live on 
ESPNU Wednesday morn-
ing. “After much discussion 
and prayer, I have decided to 
attend the Ua niversity of Ole 
Miss.”

A lot of factors played into 
Nkemdiche’s choice of Ole 
Miss, which had long been 
the favorite for the 6-foot-5, 
260-pound defensive end from 
Loganville, Ga.

“The fan base, the coaching, 
a team on the rise,” Nkemdiche 
said of what put Ole Miss over 
the top. “They were a good 

program to me, and I felt like a 
couple of different things could 
have changed the outcome of 
this season to three more wins, 
or four more wins.”

Nkemdiche said he knew 
Ole Miss was the place for him 
on his official visit the weekend 
of Jan. 25, when he was joined 
by fellow five-star prospects 
safety Antonio Conner, wide 
receiver Laquon Treadwell 
and offensive tackle Laremy 
Tunsil, who all signed with the 
Rebels on Wednesday.

“I felt like it was (the right 
place) when I did my last offi-
cial (visit) down there,” he said. 
“I was just like, ‘All these other 
guys coming with me. We have 
a chance to do some real spe-
cial things, so let’s go ahead 
and do it.’”

Ole Miss head coach Hugh 
Freeze called Nkemdiche the 
“crown jewel” of the recruiting 
class and is excited to see how 
quickly he can be a difference-
maker for the Rebels.

“His skill set is way beyond 

his years,” Freeze said. “He is 
that talented, and he will be 
an immediate impact player 
for us here at Ole Miss. We’re 
glad that Denzel is here and 
that their mom wanted them 
together.”

He joins older brother Den-
zel, a member of the freshman 
All-SEC team and All-SEC 
second team, who led Ole Miss 
with 82 tackles, 13 tackles for 
loss, four forced fumbles and 
three interceptions from his 
linebacker position.

“The feeling right now is 
unreal,” Denzel said of Rob-
ert joining him at Ole Miss. 
“It’s really hard to explain. I’m 
glad it’s over. I wanted him to 
make the right decision that he 
wanted to make, and I wanted 
to him to feel comfortable with 
the decision he made because 
it’s going to be where he’s go-
ing to be for the next three 
years.”

As a high school junior, Rob-
ert Nkemdiche recorded 78 
tackles, 36 tackles for loss and 
18 sacks in leading Grayson 
High School in Loganville, 
Ga., to a state championship. 
He followed up with 59 tack-
les, 12 tackles for loss and five 
sacks in his senior season.

“After he didn’t put up the 
type of numbers we expected 
during the regular season, I 
think we were all prepared 
to drop Nkemdiche from the 
No. 1 spot if he didn’t turn in 
a great week at (the) Under 
Armour (All-America Game),” 
said Woody Womack, Rivals.
com Southeast recruiting ana-
lyst.

“But from the first rep of the 
first practice, it was clear that 

he was the best player on the 
field. Physically, he’s just at a 
different level in terms of size, 
and the speed and explosive-
ness that he has off the line to 
go with, it made him a night-
mare matchup for offensive 
linemen all week.”

Ole Miss defensive backs 
coach Wesley McGriff, who 
was the lead recruiter for Nke-
mdiche, described him not 
only as a game changer, but 
a program changer. Ole Miss 
defensive line coach Chris Kif-
fin, who also recruited him, 
agreed.

“We’re just so excited about 
his upside,” Kiffin said of Nke-
mdiche in his commentary on 
OleMissSports.com. “He’s a 
dominant player. He’s going 
to come in and compete for 
a starting spot from day one. 
He’s a projected first-round 
pick already.

“And now, it’s my job to get 
him ready and get him to that 
next level, but right now, he’s 
coming in here to impact this 
team and help us build a cham-
pionship defense.”

For continuing coverage of Ole 
Miss football, follow @austink-
miller and @thedm_sports on 
Twitter.

AUSTIN MILLER | The Daily Mississippian PHOTO COURTESY GWINNETT DAILY POST

TOP LEFT: Sunday Nkemdiche; Robert Nkemdiche, consensus number one prospect 
in the nation; and Beverly Nkemdiche; BOTTOM: Robert Nkemdiche, consensus 
number one prospect in the nation.

BY AUSTIN MILLER 
dmmanaging@gmail.com
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