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Sisters Jazmin (left) and Jada King enjoy the view of the Circle from the front of the Lyceum. The twins
enrolled at the University of Mississippi this fall after completing their associate degrees at Jones College
last spring. Photo by Kevin Bain/Ole Miss Digital Imaging Services

Being Twin Sisters at UM is ‘Twice as Nice’
Transfer students Jada and Jazmin King awarded multiple scholarships

SEPTEMBER 23, 2020 BY EDWIN B. SMITH

OXFORD, Miss. – As twin sisters Jazmin and Jada King were completing their associate degrees at
Jones College last spring, both wanted to transfer to the University of Mississippi. The Bay Springs
natives’ desires have been fulfilled, thanks to multiple scholarships each was awarded to attend the
university.

Both Kings received the Phi Theta Kappa Transfer Scholarship. Jazmin also received a Lyceum
Scholarship, and Jada was awarded a Luckyday Residential Scholarship.

“I am honored and blessed to have received these two amazing scholarships,” said Jazmin King, a
multidisciplinary studies major with an emphasis in biology, chemistry and neuroscience on the pre-
med track. “The Lyceum Scholarship is very competitive. I am appreciative for my community college
experience that helped me receive the additional transfer scholarship.”

An exercise science major also in the pre-med track, Jada King said after attending the university’s
annual Mississippi Outstanding Scholarship and Talent, or MOST, conference and APEX
Leadership Summit while in high school, she knew Ole Miss was where she wanted to be.

“I loved the personal feeling Ole Miss gave me,” she said. “That feeling with the addition of wonderful
scholarships persuaded me to attend here.”

Jazmin King said her decision to attend the university began with conversations she had with Anna
Heavener, the PTK transfer admissions counselor.

“Mrs. Heavener was so friendly,” she said. “She explained everything that Ole Miss had to offer. I also
attended APEX and MOST, which made me love Ole Miss even more.”

Jazmin and Jada said their short-term goals include achieving a 4.0 GPA this semester, having a
successful capstone project and getting a high score on the MCAT. Jazmin King also plans on finishing
a series of books she started reading during the summer.

Long-term goals are to attend medical school
and to become primary care physicians in

Mississippi.
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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Sisters Jada (left) and Jazmin King, of Bay Springs, both
earned multiple academic scholarships to attend the
University of Mississippi. They have their sights set on
attending medical school and becoming primary care
physicians in Mississippi. Submitted photo

The twins’ parents are Mike King, a lieutenant
colonel in the U.S. Air Force and a tax
appraiser; and Carressia King, a high school
English teacher and ACT testing supervisor.
They have two older siblings: Jaimee Paige, a
registered nurse in the UM School of Nursing;
and Mike Wade, an employee of the U.S. Army
in Hawaii. The King family is closely-knit.

“My parents definitely inspire me to show
integrity and kindness to people,” Jazmin King
said. “I learned from them about how to lead and
serve others and how to keep the faith. My dad
has always encouraged me to stay true to
myself, to take time to enjoy myself and to be

patient. My mom has always encouraged me to focus on my studies and to be a woman of morality.”

Both overcame health challenges in high school through perseverance and family support. Jada King
tore her ACL and meniscus while playing three sports.

“I gained my strength back a year after surgery,” she said. “My family supported me during that journey
by taking me to therapy three times a week and helping with exercises to gain my strength back.”

Jazmin King also had a health crisis involving prediabetes.

“I learned how to face an obstacle and stay mentally strong while my body wasn’t physically strong at
the moment,” she said. “I am grateful for this experience.”

The COVID-19 pandemic affected the twins’ semester at Jones College.

“My sister and I never got the chance to participate in an actual graduation ceremony,” Jada King said.
“I wish I could have experienced my first college graduation.”

Jazmin King said the pandemic denied her the experience of an in-person orientation at UM.

“I never got the chance to experience a real orientation since mine was virtual,” she said. “The transfer
students in the Luckyday program are really nice and were my first friendships at Ole Miss.”

The sisters, who share an apartment off-campus, said they don’t regret not living in a residence hall.

“Having to adjust to someone else as a roommate was something neither one of us really wanted to do,”
Jazmin King said.

“We know each other so well,” Jada King said. “It’s just twice as nice to have a shared history.”
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