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The Camping Way to See America

By Chariton Ogfuura, Jr.

Most Americans, if they set out to ex-
plore their country, would find four-
fifths of its landscape as exotic as
Africa’s. They would also find them-
selves wonderfully rewarded. At least
that was my belief oil returning home
from a §,600-mile transcontinental
driving trip whieh a writing assign-
meqt fé@j\:ii[‘é@ me to take twe and a
half years age:

The United States is a lot to en-
compass—how much, only one wheo has

toured it can hope to comprehend. Yet
that may be. all the more reason for
getting to know as much of it as time
permits. Only one who has traveled it
can begin to grasp what its settlement
must have cost, or appreciate what a
miracle it is that one popularly-elected
government can admimister a land of
such immense congregations of hu-
manity, of such puising energies, of
such limitless stretches of farmland,
forest and desert. Only one who has
seen for himself can have a true (if
still inadequate) idea of its physical
diversity, the grandeur of its moun-
tains and sweep of its plains, the beauty
that remains despite all we have done
to disfigure it.

For the family with children, the
reasons for getting out and seeing are
all the more impelling, it seems to me.
If it is true for adults, it is at least as
true for youngsters that excursions
abroad in the land, planned with the
capacities of their age-levels in mind,
can give them an awaremess of their
homeland and arouse ili them an ex-
citement about it that no amount of
reading or instruction will.

But granting these things, there re-
mains the question of practicalities.

Let us note to begin with that a
member of a national firm like Haskins
& Sells with 60-odd offices starts out

with advantages in the form of pro-
fessional acquaintances all around the
country. They can tell him about local
attractions that can multiply the re-
wards of a trip. They can also inform
him on local conditioms, (Are roads to
Crater Lake snow-free by mid-June?
Is southerm Arizoma tolerable in Au-
gust?} He has someone who can put
him on to a doctor, dentist, or reliable
garage if need arises.

A trip by car may be planned to
take full advantage of motels and res-
taurants, Being waited on is agreeable,
So is air-conditioning in the summer
lowlands and a dip in the motel pool.
But these amenities come high—as
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much as 850 or even $70 a day over
and above motoring costs for a couple
with two or three adolescent children.
And there are other drawhacks, which
I shall come to. The alternative is
camping.

Thase to whom that word has con-
notations of charred frankfurters and
punishing nights on the ground will
dismiss the possibility out of hand. That
could be a mistake. I think everyone
owes It to himself at least to consider
whether eamping might net he for him,
Last sumrmer, on the preeedent of my
eoast-to-eeast, Texas-to-Canada teur of
the year befere, my wife and I1=heither
6t us maseehists=went on a 7,368-mile
fRBtBF tip areund the esuntry with fwe
daughters of eleven and fifieen. We
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Awaiting the camper is a king's do-
main—over 202,000 square miles of
national forests and ever 40,000 in the
234 units of the national park system
esmpeising the mest stirdng seenery
in the esuntry and seme of the werld’s
finest. (Natienal ferests, natienal parks,
natisnal witdlife refuges, Indian reser:
vatiens, state parks, and the parks and
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For our first family camping trip, in
1856, we had a station wagon, a little
gasoline stove, a small ice chest, air
fhattresses and a heavy canvas tent de-
signed te be ereeted by Adas. That
was standard ameng the few eampers
at the time. Tents are Aew vastly lighter
and handier, whieh ne QEH_BE_ ﬁéé@\d_ﬂtﬁ
fBr 1ast years sates gf a millien uRits.
Bit foF extended tFps mest campers
RBw ety 8A “recreational vehicles ™ of

which 390,000 were sold last year and
480,000 are expected to be sold this
year, according to the imarketing-con-
sultant firm of Elrick and Lavidge, Inc.
These offer built-ln bunks, stove, ice-
box or refrigerator, counter, storage
compartments, eleetrical systems and,
in the metre elaberate versiens, toilets.
Twe-thirds of these new in use, the
Reereational Vehiele Institute states in
Faeta and Trends, are trailers. OF thess,
almest three- -GS are “travel krail-
efs"=reems 6R wheels=whieh begin
with B8-fegt medels slesping twe &t
about $880 and ge Hp through 13-
fest family-sized medels at elese 8
$2,000. The compact -camping Hail-
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Of theall-on-four-wheels camping ve-
hicles, by far the most popular are the
“truck campers,” designed for ownets of
piekup trueks and addiets of the rough

back-country. The full-sized, fully-
equipped “coach” that slides over the
truck costs up to $2,56@, or more,
bringing the price of the whole rig to
about $6,000. (It was of a trip around
the country in one of the first of these
that John Stelnbeek wrote in Twpwels
Witth Chianllee) ) The camping-equipped
“step vans” put eut by General Mators,
beginning at abeut $5,088, have the
great advantage ef full esmmuniea-
tien between frent seat and heusehsld
segtion. At the top 6f the eategery, and
the HlHmate in equipment, are “maeier
hemes =in, gffeet, traveh drailefs
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Tlhe minibus will sleep four or fiwe,
utilizing three canvas hammocks, but
for elbow room we put up a tent for
the girls, Spartan compared with most
recreational vehicles, but a practieal
second car, shortef than the usual sta-
tion wagoen, ours has proved a delight
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on trips of a day or a month. One
reason is that while on the road the
girls can sit at a table in it, move
around, or stretch out. The great draw-
back of trailers is that while under way
the children are confined to a car seat.
Riding in a trailer is illegal in most
states, risky in any. So It pays to forego
long daily mileages in favor of fre-
quent stops to let the children ream
free for a spell. If they are interested
in, er ean be interested in, bird wateh-
ing, flowein and trees sr roek colleet
ing, se mueh the better=by far. Read-
ing, if they Rave aequired the habik,
walt greatly speed the duller miles.
With equipment, the rule is this: the
further you go to avoid the drawbacks
of camping, the more you sacrifice its
rewards. One that suffers is economy—
though equipment of all kinds may be
rented, from a teat to a motor home.
Another is the very real satisfaction of
making shift. Housekeeping on 4 ¢amp-
ing trip takes more time and effort
with minifmal faeilities. Putting up and
taking dewh a tent In a drizzle and
stewing gear on a ear roef ean be Hre-

some. But pleasures earned are sweeter,
physical exertion adds saver to life, and
there is nothing like a sense of aceom-
plishment, More than one urbanite,
buying a trailer with misgivings, has
shortly found himself realfy camping
—backpacking where cars eannet go.

In the matter of utemsils and sup-
plies, there are two things to remem-
ber. First, the more you take, the more
trouble you will have getting at what
you really need. Secondly, the United
States is well equipped with stores 1n
which the campes can buy what he
lacks at the moment. By visualizing
step by step the routine of the eamping
day you ean pretty well anticipate yeur
fieeds. But your leeal beekshep sheuld
be able t6 provide yeu with efe ef the
hew-te beeklets en eamping, if yeu
wish fe be forewarned:

Don't be intimidated by the thought
of meals. You can save space and labor
by using disposable items ranging from
plates to frying pans. Mest camping is
in warm weather, so prepared cold
foods will go a long way In meeting
the family’s needs. On the numerous
solo trips I have had to take I have
feund that for het meals there are
plenty of geed things that eeme In eans
and require ne other treatment tham
heating iA & saueepam. Cepking over
an epen fire ean add i the aimes-

phere and make possible distributing
the work—and charred franks fresh
from the flame are better than you
might think.

There is unforgettable charm in end-
ing and beginning the day in scenes
where nature accounts for more than
man. Having chipmunks run beneath
the picnic table for crumbs or magpies
and brilliant blue Steller's jays come
down for contributions, watching the
sun set behind a cathedral of volcanic
rock, looking up at the stars beyond
the black silhguettes of spruce, pal-
metto or western juniper, knowing sil-
enee at night, and elean air, waking to
the singing ef weed thrush of eaetus
wien—this {3 the eampes’s enviable lot.
And the esmpensations are net all ef
wildeiness origin. Even if you seareely
exehange 4 werd with yeur fellows,
thete 18 4 pleasant sense of human
eemmuRity iR simple, shared ciFelm:
stanees reealting aur Fural past, and this
fs something fast Being 18sk 1A Ameri-
eap ife. There 15 the tang of weed
SHBKE 2t evening and e arma of fry-
1Ag BacoR A HRe GriRp atk 8F early Mmerh:
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Some of these things and others be-
sides have a special appeal for children.
We went on our first camping trip
when one daughter was three and the
other on the way, and though it rained
part of each day of seven out of eight
—this was the southern Appalachians—
we still enjoyed it. Perhaps because 1
have never done it, I should hesitate to
drive from coast to coast with children
under eleven, but only because con-
tinued days of driving are hard on
them. With young children, that is the
erucial question: how much driving
can they take? Camping is generally a
lark for them: the novelty; life in the
relatively open; Independent explora-
tions of the campground; other chil-
dren to play with; parents without
grown-up responsibilities doing the
same kind of things they are.

The popularity of camping has been
soaring. This both testifies to its at-
tractions and creates the chief impedi-
ment to its enjoyment. There are more
than 29,000 campsites in the national
parks, 80,000 in the national forests
and a great many in state parks. Yet at
the height of the season you may well
find every site filled in the more popu-
lar parks by two o'clock and for the
whole weekend by Friday afternoon.

I point this out not to be discour-
aging but to bring out the need to be
forehanded. For camping, the choice
times of year are before July or after
August=if you can manage to take off
just after school lets out or delay until
as long as possible before it begins. A
day on the road shouid begin and end
early. Spending no less than haif of
each week at one park (and most na-
tional parks are worth far more) makes
for a much more relaxed and enjoy-
able vacation. Where feasible, avoid
the beaten path. Recognize that a
*primitive” park ie far more pleasant
than one with overcrowded facilities.

Here T should add also: suppert the
National Parks Association in the plan
of regional dispesrsion it Is wrging,
under which provision would be made
to spread overnight visitation from the
national parks to other public lands
adjacent to most of them—the wuch
larger national forests and even vaster
holdings of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement—and onto the privately owned
lands adjacent to the public lands. As a
devotee of the parks I have selfish mo-
tives in presenting its cause to a body of
men and women whose experience as
accountants gives them a special under-
standing of the part efficient manage-
ment has played in our nation’s suc-
cess and far more knowledge than most

conservationists of the way America
conducis its business.

If the needs of campers are to be
met in the future, private enterprise
will have to play a growing role—as,
fortunately, it is doing. Private camp-
grounds, charging between $1.50 and
$5.00 a site per day, are at present too
sparse and too many of them pack the
campers too closely. Some are quite
attractive, however, and in addition to
wooded sites and hot showers may offer
swimming, boating and fishing. The
number has been rapidly increasing,
and with more sophisticated entre-
preneurship entering the field and
campers becoming used to paying ade-
quately, the quality is undoubtedly
improving.

Meanwihile, it pays the camper to
know what is available. Road maps
now conventionally give the location
of most public campgrounds with a
checklist of their facilities, Private
campgrounds as well are located in
guidebooks like the Rand MicNally
Guidtbbbobk fo Campuroomdds, which

sells for $3.95 and lists more than
12,000 grounds in the U.S. and Canada
with the number of sites, tle facilities
and the fee at each.

If the idea of a stay on a working
farm or ranch appeals to you, $2.60
sent to Farm Vacations and Holidays,
Inc., at 36 East §7th Street, New York,
N.Y., 10022, will bring a guidebook
with details on over §06@ in the U.S.
and Canada that take paying guests,
many having campsites; it was from
this source that we learned of Klondike
Ranch in Wyoming that was one of the
high spots of our trip last summer.

Lastly there is your address book,
Surely you and your passengers will be
able to count on your fellow profes-
sionels for a turn at their showers and
washing machines wihen you have been
some days apart from either—and
show it!

A nationally-advertised all-inclusive
back-pack, with two-man tent, sleep-
ing bag, foam pad and allowance for
cooking gear and food for a week,
Weighing only 1§ pounds, may be had
for $159.00. You may wish to bear that
in mind against the time when the
urge to head off down the crest of the
Great Smokies or to see what lies on
the other side of the Grand Tetons
becomes irresistible, K]
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