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SWAN LAKE
F O R D  C E N T E R

The Russian National Ballet is
bringing its acclaimed production
of  “Swan Lake” to the University
of  Mississippi’s Gertrude C. Ford
Center for the Performing Arts for
one show March 4.

8 p.m. March 4
$20 Mezzanine/ Balcony (Gen.
Adm.) Orchestra/Parterre tickets
are sold out.
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Last weekend, the Powerhouse 
Community Arts Center was bro-
ken into and robbed.

Wayne Andrews, director of the 
Yoknapatawpha Arts Council, said 
the police believe it was broken 
into late Saturday night or early 
Sunday morning. 

Approximately $1,000 was 
stolen from the office, including 
money from the donation box, 
Andrews said. The robbery was 
discovered by the staff and volun-
teers of the upcoming play “Rea-
sons to be Pretty,” which had come 
in to set up for production.

Normally, the Powerhouse only 
has about $100 on the premises, 
but Saturday was full of events, 
Andrews said. 

There was a play rehearsal, a 
photo shoot for an approaching 
production, a dance workshop and 

a private reception, so there was 
more cash around than usual. 

Andrews said there is a designat-
ed “safe spot” for the money, but a 
new staff member accidentally put 
it in the wrong place.

The thief entered the building 
by jamming a screwdriver into the 
antique doors and jiggling it until 
the doors could be forced open. 
The money was stolen and the of-
fice was ransacked, Andrews said. 

Volunteers worked Sunday to re-
pair the damages.

Police were at the scene Sunday 
morning obtaining information 
and looking for anything that 
could be helpful in finding who 
committed the crime. 

Andrews said because money 
was stolen from the donation box, 
they were able to get fingerprints, 
which will hopefully help in the 
search for suspects. 

To replace the funds that were 
stolen, the Powerhouse is holding 

a fundraiser.
Andrews said this week people 

have been giving up a lunch or 
cocktail and donating some of 
their savings to the Powerhouse.

“It gets you back into the spirit 
of things when people help out 
like this,” Andrews said. “Whoever 
stole that money stole from the en-
tire community, because of all the 
events that are hosted here.”

The Arts Council makes many 
of these events and organizations 
possible, including educational 
programs, performances and local 
talent shows. 

For more information on the 
fundraiser, go to the Facebook 
page “Powerhouse Break-In Fund-
raiser.”

They have not discovered any-
thing new thus far, but anyone 
with information should contact 
the Oxford Police Department at 
662-232-2400 or Crime Stoppers 
at 662-234-TIPS.

Powerhouse to hold fundraiser after robbery
BY MARIDANE HEWES
The Daily Mississippian

Following suit with national 
and statewide efforts to increase 
graduation rates, the Ole Miss 
administration is stepping up to 
boost the rates here, as well.

According to university sta-
tistics, Ole Miss’ 4-year gradu-
ation rates have been between 
24.7 percent and 35.3 percent 
over the past 10 years. Six-year 
rates have varied from 50.4 per-
cent to 60.5 percent. Accord-
ing to Associate Provost Noel 
Wilkin, the national average 
for 6-year graduation rates is 
around 50 percent.

Wilkin said that although Ole 
Miss’ 6-year rate is above the 
national average, the adminis-
tration has higher goals for the 
University’s graduation trends.

“We certainly want to do 
better than where we are right 
now,” Wilkin said.  

Jim Borsig, assistant commis-
sioner of governmental rela-
tions at the Mississippi Institu-
tions of Higher Learning, said 
that graduation rates are some-
thing that every administration 
at every university thinks about 
constantly. 

While national and statewide 
focus is on increasing 6-year 
graduation rates, Borsig said 
that it’s important to encour-
age students to graduate within 
four years. 

“It’s more economical for a 
student and their family for 
the student to graduate in four 
years,” he said. “It’s economi-
cally practical for the school, as 
well.” 

Reasons for Staying Longer
Vice Chancellor for Student 

Affairs Larry Ridgeway said 
that most programs at Ole Miss 
are intended to be completed 
within four years. He said that 
for many students, however, 
problems with graduating on 
time arise when students either 
transfer from a community col-
lege or change their majors.

Taylor Stevens, a fifth-year 
senior from Atlanta, changed 
his major from business to his-
tory after his sophomore year. 
Because of the switch, Stevens 
said he was unable to graduate 
in four years like he had origi-
nally planned. 

Other students have chosen 
to add another major or minor 
to their degrees rather than en-

BY MOLLY HUTTER
The Daily Mississippian

Ole Miss Works 
to Increase 
Graduation and 
Retention Rates

Wayne Andrews, Director of the Arts Council, stands with the donation box at the Powerhouse Community Arts Center. Ap-
proximately $1,000 was reported missing. 

ADDISON DENT | The Daily Mississippian

See GRADUATION, PAGE 4

While University of Missis-
sippi students may go to class, 
some admit that they are not 
showing up prepared, accord-
ing to the National Survey of 
Student Engagement.

The survey measures levels of 
academic challenge, active and 
collaborative learning, student-
faculty interaction, enriching 
educational experiences and 
a supportive campus environ-

ment. These five areas include 
22 different objectives. 

Ole Miss’s average score in 
the survey was 2.6. 

Ole Miss is compared to 
other schools in two groups, 
Carnegie and SUG. Carnegie 
peers include the University 
of Alabama, the University of 
Southern Mississippi and the 
University of Arkansas. SUG 
peers include Auburn Universi-
ty, Mississippi State University 
and the University of Texas. 

Other universities are com-

pared with Ole Miss based on 
effect sizes as compared to the 
mean.

“Mean is the average rating 
(given) by students (on each 
area),” Tiffany Gregory, the po-
sition’s program coordinator, 
said. “‘Effect’ is the magnitude 
of significance between means 
that are being compared. An 
effect size of .2 is considered 
small, .5 is moderate and .8 is 
considered large. 

Survey rates Ole Miss behind some schools in a few categories
This is a continuation from Tuesday’s article on the National Survey of Student Engagement

BY AMBER HELSEL
The Daily Mississippian

See SURVEY, PAGE 5

BASEBALL
S WAY Z E  F I E L D

Support your Rebs as they take 
on Arkansas State.

3 p.m.
$3 with student ID.
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BY JOSH CLARK 
Cartoonist

Dear Eliza,
I have a friend who (to put 

it bluntly) is a mooch, and 
she’s really getting on my 
nerves. She is constantly tak-
ing my food and my sodas 
and offers to pay me, but I’m 
a good friend and I don’t want 
to accept her money. 

It would be one thing if she 
took my things on occasion, 
but this happens almost ev-
ery day to the point that I’ve 
been reaching in my fridge for 
bottled water and they’re all 
gone. Should I approach her 
about it or just let her keep 
taking my stuff?

Sincerely,
Annoyed Roommate
Dear Annoyed Roommate, 
I see what you are say-

ing, and I agree it is annoy-
ing when a roommate eats or 
drinks something of yours, 

but are you really upset with 
your friend about the bottled 
water or is it something else? 
Such as, do you feel you’re be-
ing used? 

To me, it doesn’t seem like 
the money is the issue. In my 
opinion, I think there is some-
thing deeper that is bothering 
you about your friend taking 
your stuff; maybe because she 
isn’t asking or just assumes she 
can and that may upset you. 

I think you should take a 
step back and look at the big-
ger picture first, then confront 
her if you still feel the need 
to, or I would say next time 
you plan on going grocery 
shopping invite this friend so 
maybe when she sees you grab 
a pack of water she will too. 

Hope this helps! 
xoxo, 
Eliza 

------
Dear Eliza, 
My friend has been getting 

onto me about how I spend 
too much time with my guy 
friends. I don’t understand 
what she means, because to 
me the guys are a way to get 
away from the drama and all 
the annoying complaining. 

My friend also mentioned 
that I may be losing friends 
because I spend all my time 
with the guys, but that’s just 
how I’ve always been. I’ve al-
ways just hung out with guys 
and I actually prefer it that 
way. 

Does my friend have a point 
or is it OK to have only guy 
friends? 

-Anonymous 
Dear Anonymous, 
It’s completely OK to have 

guy friends there for you 

when you need to get away 
from the girls, but your friend 
has a point. If you don’t work 
on your relationships, it could 
cause issues between you and 
others. 

It is also good to have girl 
friends because they will be 
there for you when guys aren’t. 
For example, not many guys 
want to listen about a guy you 
think is cute or that so-and-so 
broke up after two years, and 
you definitely can’t borrow a 
dress from any of your guy 
friends.

I would definitely encour-
age you to make time for just 
you and the girls, or possibly 
invite the guys over to hang 
out with you and some of 
your girl friends. 

Hope this helps! 
xoxo, 
Eliza

Eliza Listens
Each week, advice columnist Eliza answers your questions about college life: classes, relationships and anything 
else you can think of. Have a question of your own? Submit it to elizalistens@gmail.com.
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For all your auto repair
and glass needs

Full Service Repair Center

281-4417  • 2100 S. LAMAR
NEXT TO MARQUIS CHEVRON

For all your auto repair

Deal’s Auto Repair
& Glass Co.

Thursday Night 
Basketball Leagues

will be making up their game 
from February 10th TONIGHT

Games are scheduled for
 when they normally play

Basketball LeaguesBasketball Leagues
will be making up their game will be making up their game 
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On Line Code
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MINIMUM DELIVERY $7.99

Friday

MINIMUM DELIVERY $7.99

$ 499

LARGE
1-TOPPING

the “BIG DEAL”

Brandon Irvine’s opinion arti-
cle had me shaking my head and 
rolling my eyes. He says that he 
“doesn’t get” why Obama is pro-
posing overseas aid, and I’m not 
surprised. 

It’s clear that Mr. Irvine could 
benefit from any of our numer-
ous political science courses 
to help him better understand 
Obama’s proposals. 

I would recommend he start 
with learning about why people 
become terrorists — lack of po-
litical and social access makes up 
a large part of their reasoning. 

He would learn about the var-
ious defensive alliances we have 
in Eastern Europe, Central Asia 
and East Asia — vestiges of the 
Cold War, no doubt, but they 
bring us toe-to-toe with North 
Korea, Iran and the always-irri-
table Russia.

I recommend that Mr. Irvine 
not think about foreign aid 
from his own perspective, but 
from the federal government’s 
perspective. 

As the United States declines 
from its post-WWII high, soft 
power has largely become our 
modus operandi. 

Invading countries doesn’t 
work so well anymore — clear-
ly. As our world becomes infi-

nitely interconnected, building 
schools and hospitals in coun-
tries where warlords and dicta-
tors hoard food and resources 
from their own people isn’t a 
choice; it’s our responsibility as 
fellow human beings. 

Why does the State Depart-
ment need $40 billion? To fund 
and manage the hundreds of 
consulates and embassies world-
wide that provide services to 
American citizens abroad, for 
one thing.

Personally, I think that Mr. 
Irvine’s rage would be better 
directed towards the Tea Party’s 
proposed budget cut, which, 
among other things, would 
eradicate all federal funding to 
Planned Parenthood, the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts 
and the nationwide service or-
ganization AmeriCorps, and 
severely limit the powers of 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

This proposed plan would 
certainly cut $60 billion from 
the budget while purging an es-
timated one million people from 
their jobs. THAT is a discussion 
I would like to see in the DM.

Porter Wells
Senior, International Studies

Letter to the Editor

Created for your morning pleasure
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ter the struggling job market. 
Although she graduated in 

May with a degree in marketing 
and a Spanish minor, Jody Clark, 
from Charlotte, N.C., decided to 
return to Ole Miss for a fifth year 
to turn her minor into a second 
major. Clark said that along with 
completing her Spanish major, 
she is using this year to apply to 
jobs, hopefully making her tran-
sition from school to full-time 
employment smoother, she said. 

“When I walked in May I 
knew that unless I found a job 
I would have to move home, 
which I knew I didn’t want to 
do.” Clark said. “I’ve been job 
searching this semester from the 
get-go and hope to land a job in 
Nashville by the time I graduate 
again in May.”

While Stevens and Clark did 
not originally plan on staying for 
a fifth year, Ridgeway said that 
it’s not uncommon for students 
to purposely graduate a semester 
or two late. He said that many 
students develop such a strong 
bond with Ole Miss and Oxford, 
they find it hard to leave. 

“I call it ‘getting in another 
football season,’” he said. 

Thomas Morris, a junior busi-
ness major, is planning to grad-
uate in four and a half years. 
Morris said that he has taken 12 
hours each semester for the past 
two semesters, cutting back from 
the number of hours he took his 
first and second year. Morris said 
that the main reason he cut back 
on hours was to better handle the 
work load demanded by upper-
level classes.  He added, however, 
that living in Oxford for an ex-
tra semester would not be a bad 
deal. “I love Oxford,” Morris 
said. “Why not stick around?” 

Retention Rates Tied to 
Graduation Rates

While some students develop 
close ties to the University, oth-

ers have a hard time finding that 
sense of community, a problem 
that is reflected in freshman to 
sophomore year retention rates.  

“The faculty has tried to help 
me get accustomed to where I’m 
living now, but it’s just that I 
don’t feel very welcome by some 
of the student population,” 
Freshman Will Dube from New 
York City said.

Retention rates are closely tied 
to graduation rates, said Ridge-
way. Because of this correlation, 
the administration is focusing 
efforts on increasing retention 
rates, which, in turn, they hope 
will lead to higher graduation 
rates. 

Ridgeway said the key to pre-
venting transfers or drop-outs 
from Ole Miss is to focus on 
strengthening the sense of com-
munity students develop their 
freshman year. 

“Almost any student that 
leaves after their freshman year 
does so because they never found 
a group,” he said. 

Retention rates have improved 
over the past five years, however, 
Ridgeway said that the percent-
ages still are not as high as they 
would like them to be. Last year’s 
retention rate was 93.5 percent, 
with 166 students not returning 
their sophomore year. 

The new Residential Colleges 
are one effort the administra-
tion has taken to improve reten-
tion. Another is the Fast Track 
program which forms groups of 
incoming freshmen with com-
mon ACT and SAT test scores 
and provides them a group of 
educational peers who they have 
classes with and can study with. 

“We want to do anything we 
can to improve the ability for 
students to come here, fit in and 
be successful,” Ridgeway said. 

And according to Borsig, a 
successful student is a student 
who receives a diploma.  

“To make students more suc-
cessful is the point of all the at-
tention on graduation rates,” he 
said. 

It’s a National Issue
Ridgeway said that another 

reason graduation rates are so 
important is because often times, 
they are used as a point of com-
parison with other universities.

Graduation rates are one of the 
factors that the annual Forbes list 
of America’s Best Colleges uses 
to determine a school’s rank. Ole 
Miss came in at number 295 out 
of 610 in this year’s list. 

Other universities throughout 
the region have similar gradua-
tion rates. The University of Ala-
bama, which was ranked 336, has 
a 4-year rate of 36 percent and a 
6-year rate of 64 percent. Missis-
sippi State University’s rates are 
27 percent and 60 percent. MSU 
came in at number 368.

Other universities throughout 
the nation have distinctly higher 
rates, including the College of 
William and Mary, the Univer-
sity of Florida, Northwestern 
University and the University of 
North Carolina, which all have 
6-year rates of 80 percent and 
above. 

Borsig said that Ole Miss is 
certainly not alone in its efforts 
to increase graduation rates. 

“There’s a national conversa-
tion about raising educational 
attainment throughout the 
country,” he said. “And increas-
ing graduation rates is a major 
component of that.”

The U.S. currently ranks 
twelfth internationally in the 
percentage of 25- to 34-year-
olds with an associate degree or 
higher. In order to increase this 
rank, President Obama has set a 
goal to raise national graduation 
rates to at least 60 percent by the 
year 2020.   

Following the national effort, 
the Mississippi legislature has set 
a goal to reach the national aver-
age by 2025, Borsig said. 

“Mississippi is just one part 
of this national discussion,” he 
said.

Ridgeway said that Ole Miss is 
currently in the process of setting 
a numeric goal for graduation 
rates and that one is expected to 
be set within the next six to eight 
months.

GRADUATION, 
continued from page 1Graduation rates

Alabama

Arkansas

Auburn

Florida

Vanderbilt

UGA

Tennessee

Ole Miss

MSU

LSU

Kentucky

4-year 6-year

36% 64%

33% 58%

58%29%

82%56%

64%34%

26% 59%

27% 60%

32% 56%

30% 62%

50% 78%

84% 89%

GRAPHIC BY VICTORIA BOATMAN | The Daily Mississippian
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“A positive effect size indi-
cates that the mean response at 
Ole Miss is above those being 
compared, while a negative ef-
fect size indicates that the Uni-
versity is below the comparison 
groups.”  

As compared to the SUG 
group, Ole Miss’ effect size was 
negative in seven objectives in-
cluding coming to class without 
completing reading or assign-
ments. Compared to other uni-
versities in this group, freshmen 
scored a -0.1 and seniors scored 
a -0.08. Ole Miss scored nega-
tively in six objectives as com-
pared to the Carnegie group in 
areas such as making class pre-
sentations. Freshmen ranked at 
2.2, while seniors ranked at 2.8.  

One of the areas Ole Miss 
scored positively on was the ser-
vice learning objective.  

“We tend to focus on the 
comparison between our mean 
rating and those of our peers,” 
Gregory said. 

“For example, although the 
mean response for (students 
who) participated in a com-
munity-based project as part 
of a regular course was 1.70 for 
first year students at Ole Miss, 
this was statistically better than 
the mean of 1.55 for our peer 
group. 

“Having said that, the Univer-
sity is working to increase the 
number of courses that include 
service learning opportunities. 
This year, Hildreth Davis, vol-
unteer in Service to America, is 
on campus to help faculty de-
velop such courses.”

There have been marginal 
increases in some areas in the 
survey since 2007. For example, 
from 2007 to 2008, the number 
increased from 2.2 for freshmen 
to 2.3. The average for seniors 
increased from 2.7 to 2.8. 

However, from 2008 to 2009, 
the number of students who said 
they came to class unprepared 
increased from a 2 to a 3. Most 
of the other areas increased by a 
couple of points.  

Ole Miss does not receive a 
rank of four in anything on the 
survey.  

“Students have a wide vari-
ety of experiences at Ole Miss,” 
Gregory said. “As the ratings 
are averages, it is unlikely that 
everyone answering a question 
would say they engaged in a par-
ticular activity quite often.”

Answering quite often is a 
four on the survey, while an-
swering with a three means of-
ten, two means sometimes and 
one is never.

The Institutional Research of-
ficials said they are hoping to 
increase the number of students 
who take the survey.

The 2010 survey reached 551 
first-year students and 1,186 se-
niors.

For more information go to 
http://www.olemiss.edu/depts/
university_planning/institu-
tional_research.

SURVEY, 
continued from page 1

respect mother earth, recycle your dm

Accounting major Jessie Aus-
tin is an accomplished person. 

The 21-year-old senior is 
the director of student in-
volvement in the Associated 
Student Body, a member of 
the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity 
and president of the Rebels for 
United Way organization.

He was also recently induct-
ed into the Hall of Fame.

“It’s still kind of surreal, even 
though it is a couple of days 
after the fact,” Austin said. 

“I’ve been getting a lot con-
gratulations, and a lot of peo-
ple are very proud of me and 
the accomplishments I have. 

“I feel very honored and of 
course I feel very humbled. I 
feel like I achieved something 
that I wasn’t necessarily aim-
ing for, but I achieved some-
thing that a lot of people reach 
toward.”  

He is the son of Jessie Aus-
tin, Sr., and Doris Austin, and 
he has three sisters. 

“Growing up with three sis-
ters taught me lots of respon-
sibility,” Austin said. 

“My parents made sure I 
looked after my sisters, and 
they usually held me to a high-
er standard.” 

Austin went to Murrah High 
School in Jackson, where he 

was heavily involved. 
He participated in student 

government, sang in the choir 
and also made time for many 
other extracurricular activi-
ties.   

Austin said he likes to hang 
out with his friends at the 
bowling alley or the mall for 
fun.   

“I like to travel as well,” 
Austin said. “I plan on travel-
ing some more this year, and 
I am hopefully doing my first 
international trip. 

“I also love music. I sing, 
play piano and have written 
songs before.” 

Austin said he enjoys help-
ing young people, especially 
when his fraternity mentors at 
the Boys and Girls Club.   

In Austin’s job as director 
of student involvement, he 

tries to get students involved 
in ASB. He has helped coordi-
nate and publicize events such 
as the Legacy gift campaign, 
where students are encouraged 
to donate $50 each semes-
ter for the betterment of Ole 
Miss. 

He also helped coordinate 
Rock the Vote last week to en-
courage students to vote in the 
ASB election.  

As president of Rebels for 
United Way, he helps organize 
events for the organization. 

“We recently have been 
brainstorming an alternate 
spring break project that 
would entail doing volunteer 
work here in Oxford or some-
where in Mississippi during 
spring break,” he said.   

Austin said he picked ac-

counting as his major because 
he likes math and numbers. 

“I didn’t want to become a 
math teacher, so I wanted to 
choose a major that incorpo-
rated those math skills and 
techniques,” Austin said. 

“Accounting was a way I 
could do that. Also, I wanted 
to go into law and having an 
accounting and finance back-
ground is pretty beneficial for 
a lawyer.” 

Austin advises anyone who 
aspires to be part of the hall of 
fame.

“Find an interest here at the 
University,” Austin said. “Mine 
is reaching out to younger 
people, mentoring. 

“Use it for all four years and 
develop on that skill or tal-
ent.”

BY AMBER HELSEL
The Daily Mississippian

Austin stays busy at Ole Miss

AMBER HELSEL | The Daily Mississippian
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Congrats to Kappa’s New Offi cers!
President: Catherine Scott

Treasurer: Allie & Erin Hearnsberger

VP Standards: Caroline Daniels

VP Academic Excellence: Abigail White

Membership: Mallory Maxson

VP Organization: Abigail Grenadier

Corresponding Secretary: Alessandra Richards

Recording Secretary: Taylor Brown

Marshal: Jess Thorpe

Public Relations: Jordan Skinner

Registrar: Becca MacNeile

New Member: Alex DeJoy & Katherine Russell

Education: Jennie Katherine Ellis

House: Paige Russell

Risk Management: Elle Murray

Event: McClure Brooks-Tolley

Philanthropy: Morgan Doyle

Panhellenic: Elizabeth Kimery & Elizabeth O’Connell

Technology: Carrie Cole Seale

Parents’ Club: Kelli McBride

The Oxford-Lafayette Humane 
Society opened its new facility last 
Tuesday.

The Humane Society moved 
from Highway 7 South to a new 
three-building complex on McEl-
roy Drive, near the Ole Miss air-
port.

“It was a trailer, a boxcar and a 
concrete block,” Brandall Atkin-
son, member of the board of di-
rectors, said of the old facility. “It 
was old, decrepit and nasty.”

The new site has been an ongo-
ing project for several years. 

The main building contains a 
reception area, a conference room 
and offices for the shelter direc-
tor, Sarah Turcotte. There is also 
a clean-up room with storage for 
personal belongings and a shower 
for employees and volunteers.

The building also has two pup-
py rooms. One room is for those 
puppies that have yet to be vacci-
nated and the other for those that 
have had shots. This is to prevent 
diseases from being accidentally 
transmitted, Atkinson said. While 
there are puppy cages in the rooms, 
neither is completely finished.

Across the hall from the puppy 

rooms is the cat room, and many 
of these cages already have resi-
dents.

A second building contains ken-
nels for full-grown dogs. Each ken-
nel has a drainage system located 
in the rear for easier cleaning.

“The dogs on each side are sepa-
rated pretty much by who gets 
along with who and the dog’s sex,” 
Atkinson said.

Attached to the building are out-
door run areas for the adult dogs. 
Puppies have smaller outdoor pens 
on a covered walkway to play in.

The third building contains 
medical rooms for check-ups and 
vaccinations. There is also a quar-
antine space to keep sick animals 
from infecting the rest of the pop-
ulation.

There were about 110 animals 
at the facility on Feb. 18.

Most of the animals were trans-
ferred during the move and some 
were new drop-offs.

According to its website, the 
mission of the Oxford-Lafayette 
Humane Society in to strive to 
“improve the plight of lost, un-
wanted, abandoned and homeless 
animals by providing shelter, care, 
rescue, adoption services and fos-
ter homes.” They also investigate 
animal cruelty, abandonment and 

neglect as well as promote respon-
sible pet ownership.

Approximately 3,500 animals 
are accepted to the facility every 
year. While they are required by 
law to keep each animal at least 
five days, overcrowding does lead 
to euthanasia of sick, tempera-
mental and older animals. The 
length of time an animal has been 
housed in the facility also factors 
into the decision to euthanize. 

“There’s a hierarchy to it,” At-
kinson said. “If they are ill, then 
they are not adoptable. We don’t 
just randomly go, ‘OK, I’m going 
to pick this dog and that dog,’ to 
euthanize.”

Atkinson said the new shelter 
can keep about 150 animals and 
there are also “foster parents” that 
will keep animals from time to 
time.

Dogs can be adopted for $125 
and cats for $100. This includes 
spaying or neutering of the animal 
as well as several rounds of vac-
cines. There is an application to 
adopt and an adoption counselor 
that makes sure the pets will be 
able to live with their new own-
ers.

The Humane Society allows 
volunteers to come in to help and 
play with the animals. They also 

need donations such as animal 
food, bleach for cleaning purposes 
and adult dog toys.

Those interested in adopting or 

volunteering can contact the Ox-
ford-Lafayette Humane Society at 
662-236-7631 or visit the website 
at www.oxfordpets.com. 

BY BRIT STACK
The Daily Mississippian

Humane society gives itself a new home

Kennel attendant Riki Roederer holds a puppy at the new Oxford-Lafayette Humane 
Society animal shelter on Molly Barr Road. The new building was opened to the 
public last week.

AMBER HELSEL | The Daily Mississippian
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Who:     All interested faculty and current students
When:  Monday, Feb. 28th-Thursday, March 3rd: 9AM-4PM
      Friday, March 4th: 9AM-1PM
Where:  Student Union 405A (3rd floor) Monday-Thursday
              Student Union 410 (Catalpa Room-3rd Floor) Friday

The Offi ce of Enrollment Services is inviting all students, faculty and staff to sit down and 
write a few old-fashioned letters.  The department is hosting a letter-writing campaign 
February 28th-March 4th  to encourage high school seniors to attend Ole Miss in the fall.

JOIN THE LETTER WRITING CAMPAIGN

Come and write words of encouragement and wisdom to the students we hope will be 
the incoming class of 2011.  Refreshments, stationery, and writing utensils will be available.

Millions of Americans start 
their day with a good ol’ cup of 
joe.

However, rarely do coffee 
drinkers think of where their 
coffee comes from or whom 
they impact by drinking it. 

The University of Mississippi 
chapter of Rebels for Christ has 
started a coffee house out of its 
student center to support two 
nations. 

They serve Land of a Thou-
sand Hills coffee, whose mis-
sion focuses on community 
trade and supports improve-
ment efforts in Rwanda, and 
the proceeds from their sales 

will go toward a service trip to 
Haiti the group is taking this 
summer. 

The Rebels for Christ motto 
is “making disciples who will 
change the world for Christ,” 
and it they take their role seri-
ously. 

When minister Casey Coston 
learned about Land of a Thou-
sand Hills coffee in summer 

2009, the idea of using coffee 
with a purpose as a part of their 
outreach seemed like a perfect 
fit. 

“How could I not help a cof-
fee that supports forgiveness, 
healing and the reconciliation 
of a country?” Coston said. 

The 1994 genocide in Rwan-
da left the Rwandan coffee-
growing community in com-

plete disarray, with little hope 
for the future. However, inves-
tors had a vision that a cup of 
coffee could transform a vil-
lage. 

Land of a Thousand Hills cof-
fee brings together 210 farmers, 
1200 family members and 500 
orphans to cultivate the com-

Rebels for Christ encourage coffee drinkers to give
BY ABIGAIL WHITE
The Daily Mississippian

See COFFEE, PAGE 8

CAROLINE 
LEE

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR STUDENTS 

WHO WON 
SOUTHEAST 

JOURNALISM 
CONFERENCE 

AWARDS

ALEX MCDANIEL WAS NAMED 2010 COLLEGE 
JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR, THE FIRST OLE MISS 
STUDENT TO WIN THE SOUTHEAST JOURNALISM 
CONFERENCE “BEST OF THE SOUTH” TOP 
STUDENT AWARD. MCDANIEL WAS CITED FOR 
HER LEADERSHIP OF THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN 
LAST YEAR, HER REDESIGN OF  THE DM AND 
ITS WEBSITE, HER WORK AS A SENIOR ANCHOR 
OF NEWSWATCH, AND HER SERVICE TO THE 
MEEK SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM AND NEW MEDIA 
AND THE STUDENT MEDIA CENTER, INCLUDING 
HELPING WITH REPORTING TRIPS AND STUDENT 
RECRUITING. MCDANIEL ALSO WON FIRST-PLACE 
AS BEST FEATURE WRITER.

NATALIE DICKSON
FIRST PLACE, BEST 
MAGAZINE WRITER IN 
BEST OF THE SOUTH 
CONTEST

SARA LOWREY
FIRST PLACE, BEST 
ADVERTISING STAFF 
MEMBER IN BEST OF THE 
SOUTH CONTEST

CAIN MADDEN
FIRST PLACE, NEWS 
REPORTING, ON-SITE 
COMPETITIONS

OTHER SEJC AWARDS WERE WON BY NewsWatch Ch. 99, theDMonline.com
AND THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS:

MIA 
CAMURATI

PAUL 
KATOOL

LILLIAN 
ASKINS

JOSH 
CLARK

ADDISON 
DENT

TAYLOR 
MCGRAW

AMANDA 
COLEMAN

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI 
STUDENTS WERE NAMED 

GRAND CHAMPIONS OF THE 
ON-SITE COMPETITIONS

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR STUDENTS 

WHO WON 
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Paris Nails
Highest quality at the lowest price

Nails • Hair • Waxing • Facial • Axxium • Shellac • Body wrap
Walk - ins welcome. Appointments preferred

*NEW HOURS* Mon-Fri 8:30AM - 6:00PM, SAT 8:30AM - 3:00pm

662-513-0062            Located in Kroger Shopping Center next to Tequilas

munity and pursue social jus-
tice. 

The majority of the world’s 
coffee comes from the most im-
poverished nations, but Land of 
a Thousand Hills is empower-
ing and redeeming coffee grow-
ing communities in Rwanda 
and around the world. 

By purchasing their beans, 
coffee drinkers help build rela-
tionships, but more important-
ly, workers receive a fair-living 
wage, making their work sus-

tainable. 
Their beans are harvested in 

Bukonya, Rwanda, where vil-
lagers in different ethnic groups 
work together to restore their 
country. 

Land of a Thousand Hills has 
developed projects like orphan 
sponsorships, which is a sus-
tenance farm where malnour-
ished orphans care for animals 
and crops. 

The orphans participate in a 
soccer program as well, which 

entails building soccer fields to 
create community and promote 
coffee education.

They have also helped build 
a coffee washing station to im-
prove efficiency and quality. 

Though the coffee com-
pany is non-profit, they grant 
micro-finance loans to widows 
and bikes to farmers through a 
sustainable cycle. This directly 
creates entrepreneurs and helps 
the war-torn country work to-
wards modernization. 

Land of a Thousand Hills en-
courages the use of their coffee 
as an opportunity to build com-
munity and connect people to 
missions in a unique and tangi-
ble way, which is the Rebels for 
Christ’s purpose as well.  

Rebels for Christ currently 
sponsors two children who were 
left displaced following the 
earthquake that destroyed Hai-
ti. They are living with family 
members who made their way 
to Cap Haitien, Haiti looking 
for a place to live and a way to 
make a living. 

Members, however, wanted to 
do more than just send money 
and provide the children with 
necessities.

They hope to help other or-
phanages and churches during 
their trip in May. They are also 
going to help install a water 
purifier that they have raised 
money for.

“We will help 158 kids in 
an orphanage, and if they have 
clean water, they will be able to 
share with their entire commu-
nity,” junior Sam Lyons said. 
“It is cool to know that the cof-
fee we are selling is helping the 
kids in Haiti and also an entire 
industry and village in Rwan-
da.”

According to junior Nicole 
Walls, Rebels for Christ hopes 
their first trip to Haiti goes well 
and will allow them to bring 
back their story and experience 
to share with others.

“There is need everywhere 
but the best thing to do is to 
find something and commit to 
it,” Coston said. 

The coffee house is located 
in the Alpha Omega student 
center on Jackson Avenue and 
is open on Wednesdays from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. to 
9 p.m.

COFFEE, 
continued from page 7

Remember the eye-popping 
3-D advertisement for the ath-
letics department during the 
Auburn football game?

The man behind that was 
award-winning director Mat-
thew Graves of the media and 
documentary projects team at 
the University of Mississippi. 

Graves is not only credited 
with that; he has several award-
winning short narrative films 
as well.

Outside of his narrative 
films, Graves works in media 
and documentary projects on 
different university needs, such 
as commercials, spots, promos, 
web videos and some work that 
broadcasts on Ole Miss TV. 

He also worked on a docu-
mentary about the work and 
effort behind hosting the presi-
dential debate of 2008.

“I’ve always wanted to be a 
filmmaker, so having the op-
portunity to work in a creative 
environment producing and 
directing commercials, videos, 

documentaries and films is re-
ally an exciting and wonderful 
thing for me,” Graves said.

His coworkers have noth-
ing but positive remarks about 
him.

“Matthew is foremost a tal-
ented filmmaker, and the Uni-
versity of Mississippi is for-
tunate to have him,” Andrew 
Harper, director of the media 
and documentary projects 
teams, said. 

“By approaching university 
productions with a filmmaker’s 
eye, he is able to tell the Ole 
Miss story in a distinctly cin-
ematic fashion.”

Graves’ work goes beyond 
the University, however.

His short film “Dummy” 
is a comedy about a technical 
director for a theater who gets 
trapped with a ventriloquist 
dummy one evening when 
closing up.

The film won “Best Com-
edy” at the 2006 Tupelo Film 
Festival. 

Graves has also garnered 
awards at the 2010 Oxford Film 
Festival (special achievement in 

directing for “Footsteps”) and 
at WestFest in 2000 (grand jury 
prize for “One Man’s Fate”).

He is currently working on 
a new dark comedy project 
called “Till Death,” which he 
hopes to begin shooting this 
summer.

“He’s not afraid to tackle 
any challenge thrown his way,” 

Karen Tuttle, the assistant for 
the MDP team, said. “Mat-
thew takes his work to heart 
and nothing less than perfec-
tion is the end result.”

With such a distinguished 
film career, people may wonder 
what are Graves’ taste in televi-
sion and film. 

“I own every released season 

of ‘The Simpsons’ due largely 
to the fact that my parents 
wouldn’t let me watch the show 
as a kid,” he said.

Regardless of his favorite TV 
programs, his presence at the 
University is greatly appreci-
ated. 

To see any of his films, go to 
melmoproductions.com.

Lights, Camera, Action: Matthew Graves
BY MORGAN BRADLEY
The Daily Mississippian

COURTESY of UM Media
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CLASSIFIEDS 
INFORMATION
To place your ad in The 
Daily Mississippian 
Classifieds section, visit: 
http://www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.

The DEADLINE to place, correct 
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one 
day in advance.  The Daily Mis-
sissippian is published Monday 
through Friday year round, 
when school is in session. 

Classified ads must be 
prepaid.
All major credit cards ac-
cepted.

RATES:

- $ . 25 per word per day

- 15-word minimum

- No minimum run 

Additional Features 
(Web & Print):

Jumbo Headline - $3

Big Headline - $2

Bold Text - extra $ . 50 per 
word 

To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to 
refuse ads that appear to of-
fer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL
662.915.5503

9

The School of 
Applied Sciences 

is seeking nominations for the

Thomas A. Crowe 
Outstanding Faculty Award

Applied Sciences

is seeking nominations for the

Letters of nomination should be 
submitted by March 25, 2011

to the following address:

Thomas A. Crowe Outstanding 
Faculty Committee

The University of Mississippi
Offi ce of the Dean

The School of Applied Sciences
P. O. Box 1848

University, Mississippi  38677

This award recognizes a permanent 
faculty who is full-time and actively 
engaged in teaching, scholarship, and 
service and whose accomplishments in 
one or more of these areas are consid-
ered meritorious.

Letters of nominations will be accepted from 
School  of  Appl ied  Sciences  students , 
faculty, staff and alumni.  The nomination 
letter should be a maximum of two pages in 
length and the narrative should describe the 
nominee’s exceptional attributes.

JOIN US!

Are You looking for an 
     INTERNSHIP or a JOB for May?

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
INTERNSHIP 

& 
CAREER FAIR

WHEN:
Wednesday, February 23rd

WHERE:
INN AT OLE MISS
WHAT TO BRING:
RESUMES & DRESS PROFESSIONALLY

ProPerty for Sale
Investment ProPerty 9 Units 
2BR/2BA WALKIN CLOSETS, PRI-
VATE BATHS, VERY NICE, QUIET, Full 
Occupancy producing $5400 per month 
Could be raised - $540,000 (662)234-
9289 

aPartment for rent
tIred of roommates? 1BR w/ of-
fice. $495. Or furnished @ $625. 1 mile 
to campus. Newly renovated. (662)234-
1550. www.pinegroveoxford.com 
1,2,3 bedroom aPts. available. 
Only 1 mile from campus. Check us 
out www.liveatlexingtonpointeapts.com 
for photos, virtual tours and floorplans. 
Cable and internet included! Pets wel-
come. 662-281-0402 
avaIlable now 1bd aPartments 
At The Cove. $495/month. (662)234-
1422 

HouSe for rent
taylor meadows 2 Bed/2 Bath 
brick houses for rent on Old Taylor 
Road. Starting June, July or August. 
(662)801-8255 or (662)801-3736 
nIce 1 bd/1ba No Pets, All Electric, 
Stove, Refrigerator, Water, Sewer, Fur-
nished. Starting at 330.00/ month. (662) 
801-1499. No call after 6 pm 
3bedroom 2bath excellent location 
near campus, all appliances, big yard, 
newly renovated $1200/ mo (662)832-
8635 
1br/1ba, 2br/2ba, 3br/3ba Houses 
for Rent. Includes all Full Size Appli-
ances, Daily Garbage Pick Up, Security 
System, Internet, Expanded Basic Ca-
ble, Water/Sewer, as well as all mainte-
nance. Call 662-236-7736 or 662-832-
2428. 
nIce new sPacIous 2 bedroom 2.5 
bath. just 5 easy miles from campus. 
deck, balcony, Hunting rights many 
extras. Mature students only! $900 
(662)832-0117 
PrIvate Peaceful locatIon 2.5 
miles from square. 3 bedroom 1.5 bath 
house Mature students $720 month 
(662)832-0117 

Condo for rent
condo for rent 2 BD 1.5BA BEST 
LOCATION -NEWLY REMODELED, 
walk to campus. $700/ month plus de-
posit Call 662-816-3955 
3bed/3bath hIGh Pt $1260MO/
HARDWOOD FLOORS/STAINLESS 
APPL/WALKIN CLOSETS/ GATED/ 
POOL MATT@KESSINGER (662)801-
5170 
2 blocKs from sQuare AVAIL-
ABLE-JUNE 3BR/2.5BA OFF SQUARE 
HEARTPINE FLOORS/ STAINLESS 
APPL/ GRANITE TOPS/$1900Month 
WHIT@KESSINGER (217)971-2923 
2br/2ba fully furnIshed condos, 
all utilities included, available for fall 
semester. 850-582-6907 or oxfordcon-
dos@aol.com. 
3bedroom/2 bath condo for rent. 
Available april 1, $1200/ mo with $1200 
deposit, All appliances included, within 
walking distance of UM campus, con-
tact Misty at (901)362-0933ext112 or 
mmoss@robilio.com 

Weekend rental
not just football rentals 
Weekends and more! Event weekend 
availability/ pricing online. Check with 
Kay for other dates. www.oxfordtown-
house.com (662)801-6692 

miSCellaneouS
PreGnancy test center Preg-
nancy Test, Limited Ultrasound, Infor-
mation on Abortion Effects, Parenting 
and Adoption. All services are free and 
confidential. www.pregnancyoxford.
com. (662)234-4414 
aGreed dIvorce-$400 Call Bob 
Cornelius-234-6778. Cornelius Law 
Firm. Also, Bankruptcy Information ms-
brlawyer.com. Further information avail-
able. We are a debt relief agency. 

full-time
Phone rePs needed for all shifts. 
Payliance in Oxford, MS is looking for 
driven, professional individuals with 
previous collection experience, or 
telemarketing experience. Candidate 
should be able to work in a fast paced 
environment. Basic computer knowl-
edge required. Bonuses based upon 
performance. Apply in person Monday 
through Friday at 2612 Jackson Av-
enue, Oxford, MS 38655. 

Part-time

bartendInG $300/day POTENTIAL
No Experience Necessary, Train-
ing Available. Call 1-800-965-6520 
EXT155 
are you looKInG for a Part Time 
opportunity with unlimited earning po-
tential? Payliance in Oxford, MS is look-
ing for driven, professional individuals to 
add to their team. The ideal candidate 
must have basic computer knowledge, 
be able to work in a fast paced environ-
ment, and be open to unlimited bonus 
potential and the opportunity to advance 
with Payliance. We have part time posi-
tions in morning, afternoon or evening. 
Apply in person Monday through Friday 
at 2612 Jackson Avenue, Oxford, MS 
38655. 
babysItter needed Looking for a 
dependable and reliable sitter for an ac-
tive 3yr old girl. Must pass drug & back-
ground check. $65-$75 a week. Serious 
inquiry only. (662)380-0792 
raInbow cleaners Jackson Ave 
(Across form Applebees )Part time cus-
tomer service position available. 20 to 
27 hours week afternoons & occasional 
Saturday. Apply in person - no calls - 
bring class schedule 

miSCellaneouS for Sale

for sale-
Popular Bar on Oxford Square. 10 year 
history. Excellent opportunity for the 
young entrepreneur. (662)801-9541

theDMonline.com
n o n - c o n d e n s e d

DM
0 grams 
Trans Fat!
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GARFIELD           BY JIM DAVIS

THE FUSCO BROTHERS           BY J.C. DUFFY

NON SEQUITUR                                       BY WILEY

DILBERT                                BY SCOTT ADAMS

DOONESBURY                               BY GARRY TRUDEAU

HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats

DIFFICULTY LEVEL
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WORDSEARCH
Mississippi River

Bluejack
Fish

Fragile
Future
Grass
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Industrial
Mighty

Mississippi
Native
Quality
Ranch
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Riverboat
Sediment
Tugboat
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Water
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Garfield           By Jim davis

The fusco BroThers           By J.c. duffy

NoN sequiTur                                       By Wiley

dilBerT                                By scoTT adams

dooNesBury                               By Garry Trudeau

HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats
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Interested in serving on the 
ASB Vice President’s Executive Council?

Applications will be available February 23rd 
in the ASB Offi ce (Union 4th fl oor) and 

are due back by March 1st. 

Contact Sarah Bransford with any questions about dates or available positions atskbransf@olemiss.edu.

Coming off a season-opening 
sweep of Wright State, the Dia-
mond Rebels (4-0) continue 
their fast start in 2011 with a 
4-2 victory over Memphis (3-1) 
yesterday afternoon. 

After a strong weekend at the 
plate, senior left-hander Matt 
Tracy (1-0) dominated on the 
mound, pitching a career-high 
six scoreless innings. He struck 
out seven, while allowing only 
four hits and two walks.

“I thought Matt (Tracy) 
pitched well,” Ole Miss coach 
Mike Bianco said. “He’s a senior, 
and it showed why it’s important 
to have older guys on the team. 
He wasn’t sharp the first few in-
nings — got in a few jams — 
but hung in there. He was able 
to battle out of some innings.”

Junior Matt Snyder led the of-
fense with a 2-for-2 game, which 
included a double, two walks and 

an RBI single in the first to score 
sophomore Alex Yarbrough. 

Memphis threatened early, 
stranding a runner at third af-
ter a leadoff double in the first. 
Then, in the top of the second, 
with two Tiger runners on base 
and one out in the inning, ju-
nior Zach Kirksey turned in a 
great defensive play by throwing 
out the would-be tying run at 
the plate to end the inning.

“I thought (Zach) Kirksey’s 
play on the sacrifice fly, where he 
threw the guy out at the plate, 
was really the turning point of 
the game,” Bianco said. “It’s 1-0 
and they score, it’s a different 
ballgame from there on. You’re 
fighting to get the lead back, 
but, instead, he throws the guy 
out and keeps the momentum in 
our dugout.

With two out in the bottom 
of the fifth, Ole Miss added a 
pair of insurance runs to ex-
tend the lead to 3-0. Snyder 
doubled down the right-field 

line and scored on a RBI single 
from senior catcher Miles Ham-
blin. Senior outfielder Jordan 
King drove in Hamblin with a 
RBI single over the outstretched 
Memphis first baseman. 

Kirksey followed up his out-
field assist in the second inning 
with a solo home run in the bot-
tom of the sixth, the Diamond 
Rebels’ third of the season, to 
take the lead out to 4-0.

Memphis rallied in the top 
of the eighth with back-to-back 
singles off freshman right-hand-
er Mike Mayers in his collegiate 
debut. With one out in the in-
ning, Bianco turned to senior 
right-hander Jake Morgan. 

After giving up a two-run 
double down the left-field line, 
Morgan struck out the next two 
hitters to get out of the inning 
and retired the side in the ninth 
to earn his first save of the sea-
son.

“It’s a younger team and that’s 
what’s huge for us to get off to a 

good start, winning the first four 
games,” Tracy said. “The (new 
guys) don’t know anything else, 
so they’re playing with a lot of 
confidence. And all the return-
ees are a little more comfortable 

and also playing with a lot of 
confidence.”

The Diamond Rebels return 
to action Wednesday afternoon 
as they host Arkansas State with 
first pitch set for 3 p.m.

Tracy’s dominant outing pushes Ole Miss past Memphis 
BY AUSTIN MILLER
The Daily Mississippian

SUSAN HOLT | The Daily Mississippian

Ole Miss left-hander Matt Tracy prepares to throw off the mound during the Rebels’ 
4-2 win over Memphis on Tuesday. Tracy gave up four hits and didn’t allow a run 

Warren’s career high not 
enough in Columbia 

Ole Miss Sports Information 
Chris Warren scored a career-

high 33 points and tied the 
school record with eight 3-point-
ers, but Ole Miss’ late comeback 
attempt was not enough in a 79-
73 loss to South Carolina Tues-
day night. 

Sam Muldrow had 23 points, 
including the go-ahead 3-point-
er with 1:02 left, as South Caro-
lina snapped a five-game losing 
streak. 

Muldrow’s points tied his ca-
reer high and he added 10 re-
bounds to help the Gamecocks 
(14-12, 5-8 Southeastern Con-
ference) build a 69-55 lead with 
6 minutes left. 

That’s when the Rebels (17-

11, 5-8) went on an 18-4 run, 
tying the game at 73 on Zach 
Graham’s layup with 1:21 to go. 

Muldrow answered back for 
South Carolina, striking for his 
third 3-pointer of the game. 

Graham missed a tying 
3-pointer on Ole Miss’ next trip 
and the Gamecocks closed out 
their first home victory since Jan. 
19 with three free throws. 

Warren tied Keith Carter’s 
school record of eight 3-pointers 
and set the record for treys in an 
SEC game. 

The Rebels’ senior point guard 
also eclipsed 500 points and 
100 assists for the season, doing 
so for the third time in his ca-
reer. Only three other players in 
school history have ever reached 
those totals once.

Warren’s career high 
not enough in Columbia

ASSOC IATED  PRESS
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PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY

WE ALSO HAVE A SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT FOR THOSE  65 AND OLDER ON MON THRU FRIDAY 11 TO 2:30

ENJOY A RACK AT THE SHAK!
ENJOY GREAT FOOD AND ATMOSPHERE FOR ALL AGES

PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY

662.259.2873 • 10 THACKER RD • OXFORD, MS 38655

HAPPY 
HOUR 
4-6PM 

DAILY!

DAILY LUNCH 
SPECIAL

mon - fri
11am-2:30pm

LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY

$2 Select
 Beers

DAILY LUNCH 

monday-thursday •11am - 9pm               friday-saturday •11am-10pm

This past year the Ole Miss 
women’s basketball team held 
walk-on tryouts for the first 
time since 2003. As a freshman, 
Maggie McFerrin not only tried 
out and made the team, but as a 
sophomore is the Lady Rebels’ 
starting X.  

At the first practice of the 
year, the sophomore from Tu-
pelo said she was happy to make 
the team, but not to expect to 
see much of her because she was 
“just a walk-on.” 

Oh how things have 
changed. 

When that comment was 
brought up, MeFerrin laughed 

and said she’s come a long way 
and has worked hard. 

McFerrin, who made her first 
start in a home game against 
LSU, had to step up for the 
Lady Rebels after senior Kayla 
Melson suffered a hard fall 
against Florida that has pre-
vented her from playing. 

The walk-on turned starter 
was initially intimidated with 
being a starter, but soon got 
used to the pressure of replac-
ing Melson. McFerrin said the 
coaching staff made it clear 
they did not want her to be 
overwhelmed by her new role. 

“(The coaching staff ) just told 
me that (McFerrin and Melson) 
play differently and to just play 
like they taught me,” McFerrin 

said. “No more pressure than 
usual. I’m just supposed to go 
out there and give it my all.”

Lady Rebels coach Renee 

Ladner and her staff stressed to 
Mcferrin that she would be a 
role player: to be a shooter and 
always look for the rebound. 

“I feel like I’ve done good for 
the circumstances,” McFerrin 
said. “But you can always say 
you can do better.”

Ole Miss’ starting line-up the 
past few games has consisted 
of mostly underclassmen, and 
is likely to make up next year’s 
team minus the incoming re-
cruits. While this year’s team in 
youthful, they should be pre-
pared for next season. 

“We’re young but we’ve got-
ten so much better as the sea-
son progressed and we will be 
ready for next year,” McFerrin 
said. “I think we’re going to be 
really good.” 

McFerrin’s best game came 

against No. 24 Georgia, when 
she went 4-for-5 from the 
three-point line. That game 
gave McFerrin 

“I was like this is what I’m 
supposed to do in the games,” 
McFerrin said of the Georgia 
game. “That got me excited.”

The Lady Rebels will need 
more of that enthusiasm from 
McFerrin and the rest of the 
team in Ole Miss’ game against 
No. 4/4 Tennessee on Thurs-
day. The Lady Rebels are on a 
rough five-game losing streak, 
but McFerrin said the team is 
going into the game with a pos-
itive attitude. 

“Anything can happen,” Mc-
Ferrin said. “We have to go into 
it with the mind-set that we 
can do this and play our hearts 
out.”

McFerrin walk-on turned starter for Lady Rebs 
BY KAITLYN DUBOSE
The Daily Mississippian

FARJAD KHAN | The Daily Mississippian


	February 23, 2011
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1603824487.pdf.lBmmR

