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At a price of $1.5 million, 
the Oxford Park Commission 
is planning Mississippi’s larg-
est public tennis facility by ex-
panding the John Leslie Park 
courts. 

The John Leslie courts, locat-
ed at 400 Price St., consists of 
eight courts and, according to 
the OPC director Rob Boyd, 
the plan calls for 12 additional 
courts, as well as a clubhouse 
or restroom facility. 

“We’ve got a really dynamic 
group from within the city that 
really is one of the top tennis 
communities in the nation,” 
said Ole Miss men’s tennis 
head coach Billy Chadwick. 
“We need more courts. It’s 
that simple.”

Boyd recently said that the 
bid for the project ended up 
greater than $1.5 million, so 
the city will be working with 
an engineer and probably an 
architect to design and plan a 
facility that will meet the needs 
of the tennis community and 
stay within the $1.5 million 
budget. 

The park commission is 
hoping to receive funding for 
the project from the city of Ox-

ford, as well as the county and 
the university, in exchange for 
providing a tennis facility that 
will be large enough to meet 
the needs of the Oxford and 
Ole Miss tennis communities 
and also serve as the home 
courts for both the Oxford 
High School and Lafayette 
High School tennis teams. 

“Tennis is my favorite sport, 
and it’s always been a big part 
of my life,” Ellen Cox, a com-
munication disorders junior, 
said. “I think it’s really good 
that they’re doing that. I think 
it will help the community out 
because it will bring in a young 
crowd and an old crowd.”

Boyd said it was a “no-brain-
er” that Oxford needed more 
tennis courts.

“We want to make sure we 
do it right,” he said. “We want 
to build something that we’re 
proud of. I think you’ll see a 
tennis community that will be 
very appreciative of a facility 
like this.”

Boyd said the planning stage 
of the project will probably 
take another month, and once 
the construction documents 
are drawn up and a contractor 
is selected to build the courts, 
they hope to start construction 
in March.
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Oxford tennis bounces back
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Baptist Memorial Hospital of 
North Mississippi missed the 
2012 U.S. News national hos-
pital rankings, which were re-
leased in July. 

The Oxford hospital did not 
rank nationally in any of the fol-
lowing categories: Cardiology 
and Heart Surgery, Gastroenter-
ology, Gynecology, Neurology 
and Neurosurgery, Pulmonol-
ogy, Diabetes and Endocrinol-
ogy, Geriatrics, Nephrology, 
Orthopedics and Urology.

Additionally, Baptist hospital 
scored “good” and “average” 
scores in all aspects of the rank-
ings, including things such as 
how patients rated the hospital 
overall, whether patients would 
recommend the hospital to 
friends and family and the per-
formance of doctors and nurses.  

The rankings, conducted by 
U.S. News and World Report, 
are evaluated using a specific set 
of guidelines. To be nationally 
ranked, a hospital “must excel 
across a range of tough cases 
within a given specialty,” ac-
cording to the U.S. News web-
site.

Baptist Hospital officials did 
not immediately return phone 
calls from The Daily Mississip-
pian.

While Baptist Hospital did 
not rank nationally in any cat-
egories in 2012, the hospital is 
not necessarily lacking in any 
of the categories. Only 148 of 
the 4,793 hospitals evaluated in 
2012 performed well enough to 
make the rankings in even one 
category. 

The U.S. News website gives 
an exact explanation as to how 
the rankings are formed: “Many 
categories of data go into the 

rankings. The importance of 
some data points are self-evi-
dent, such as a hospital’s death 
rates. Others, such as the num-
ber of patients and the balance 
of nurses and patients, are im-
portant for less obvious reasons, 
but are backed by solid medical 
research. A survey of physi-
cians, who are asked to name 
hospitals they consider tops in 
their specialty, produces a repu-
tation score that is also factored 
in.”

When comparing Baptist 
Hospital to the nation’s leading 
research and teaching hospitals, 
the national rankings are not 
always telling of the adequacy 
of the hospital. U.S. News also 
gives state and national aver-
ages for a comparison with Bap-
tist’s rankings. 

In the “how patients ranked 

BAPTIST MISSES NATIONAL RANKINGS

BY ADAM GANUCHEAU
amganuch@go.olemiss.edu

The 2012-13 U.S. News and World Report recently released national hospital rankings, and 
Oxford’s Baptist Memorial Hospital did not make the cut. Surveys show, however, that locals ap-
preciate and recommend the hospital based on personal experiences.

Oxford Park Commission prepares for an expensive tennis 
expansion at John leslie Park.

See BAPTIST, PAGE 4

To some, the Delta is known 
for cotton fields and the place 
where the blues originated, 
but for those involved in the 
Sunflower County Freedom 
Project (SCFP), the Delta is 
home to kids who need them.

An after school program, the 
SCFP was founded in 1998 by 

three Teach for America in-
structors with the purpose of 
giving children from middle 
school to high school extra 
help in their studies and pro-
viding enrichment opportuni-
ties that many schools in the 
Delta cannot offer.

“I love the drama program,” 
program director Justine Mos-
er said. “We perform original 
plays written by the students 

and faculty. This past spring 
we went on a tour to Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Houston, and we 
performed at the Alley The-
atre.”

Executive director Nick Al-
len agrees the extracurricular 
activities are an important fea-
ture of the SCFP.

“I love working with the stu-

Delta-based program fills gaps for students
As part one of a two-part series, Jessica Cannon sheds light on the Sunflower County freedom 
Project, an academic program focused on stimulating students in the Mississippi Delta.

BY JESSICA CANNON
SUBMISSION

COURTESY RYAN EZELL

See DElTA, PAGE 4

Ole Miss student Colby Woods works with Jakira Hodges on an assignment.

ONLINE VIDEO:
NATIONAL ANTHEM AUDITIONS 
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Aside from the green line, 
pedestrians and cyclists face 
many difficulties crossing 
Highway 6. With a growing 
number of students living 
south along Old Taylor Road, 
the lack of a suitable crossing 
point on either of the nearby 
overpasses (Old Taylor and 
Coliseum Drive) places pe-
destrians and cyclists to face 
either of the bridges and the 
dangers therein. 

The difficulty is that this 
stretch across the bridge 
leaves a paltry space between 
the pedestrian and a thirty-
foot drop down to Highway 
6. 

While during the whole 
crossing, half-ton machines 
whiz by with regularity – 
have you ever encountered 
a speeding motorist while 
crossing Old Taylor? 

I have, and the sheer panic 
of feeling that much closer to 
the edge brings about recol-

lections one doesn’t want to 
have. 

Of course, Oxford Univer-
sity Transit (O.U.T.) does run 
the green line over Old Tay-
lor, but the volume of riders 
in the afternoon discourages 
one from relying on the bus. 

As student-favorable 
housing continues grow-
ing down Old Taylor (Uni-
versity Trails, Taylor Bend, 
The Mark etc.), that bridge 
over Highway 6 becomes 
a choke point. Streetlights 
or roundabouts are needed, 
certainly more O.U.T. buses, 
and some sort of pedestrian 
and/or a bike lane over the 
bridge. 

With the growing volume 
of students and the lack of 
parking on campus, alterna-
tive methods of transporta-
tion must be used, or else 
we will all move like sludge 
getting to and from the class-
room. 

Will I get a tardy slip, like 
in high school, if the bus runs 
late or if there isn’t any room 

left? Attention faculty: “Bus 
No. 79 ran late this morning. 
Please excuse these students 
as they enter the classroom.” 
I think not. 

For what it’s worth, the 
bike lane along Old Taylor 
exists on both sides of the 
bridge but not on the bridge 
itself. Thus, we see a bike-
friendly community that did 
not carry out its vision at Old 
Taylor bridge. How many 
students live down Old Tay-
lor? How many cyclists? 

Since the bike lane is there, 
I can only assume that some-
one has a plan to sort this 
mess out. But then again, I 
prayed that we would find 
out how to make more on-
campus parking over the 
summer and I was left in the 
clouds hoping.

The greater concern here 
goes beyond overcrowded 
buses and screwy bike lanes. 
My concern is this: Does 
the university truly have my 
safety and positive learning 
environment in mind? 

I understand that during 
times of growth, we all must 
sacrifice our selfish wants and 
desires so that the wealth can 
be spread around to all. Give 
a little now, get more later. I 
understand this relationship.

However, we knew that 
with dramatic growth in 
student numbers the sys-
tem would become stressed. 
Classrooms would become 
crowded, parking would be-
come limited, and we would 
all get to do the penguin walk 
between classes like this is 
Times Square. 

OK, I get it – now, where 
are the plans to fix this ship 
before our keel breaks? I 
know that we’ve renovated 
buildings (or built new ones), 
added or shifted parking 
where we could, but the facts 
show that we’re still lacking. 
It wasn’t enough. So are we 
truly ready for this many stu-
dents? 

Daniel Purdy is an English se-
nior from Oxford.

Access over Highway 6
BY DANIEL PURDY 
dbpurdy@go.olemiss.edu

Sometime during their first 
year of law school, students 
learn about the requirements 
for expert witnesses called 
during trials. The rules are 
that, typically, you want 
someone who is a recog-
nized expert in their field, 
has published extensively 
and has other experts in that 
field who corroborate that 
expert’s theories and opin-
ions. 

Even if an expert witness 
meets all these requirements, 
opposing counsel is still go-
ing to question this person’s 
credentials. While this is 
sometimes an overzealous 
process, it helps the tribunal 

accurately decide which ex-
pert testimony is factual and 
accurate.

However, in the case of 
Representative Todd Akin, 
when he decided to spout 
pseudo-science in an in-
terview, there was no such 
safety net ensuring that 
his incorrect and poten-
tially dangerous views were 
backed by tested science. 

When Akin was asked 
about his reasoning behind 
restricting access to abor-
tions even in cases of rape 
and incest, Akin replied, 
“From what I understand 
from doctors, (pregnancy 
from rape) is really rare. If 
it’s a legitimate rape, the fe-
male body has ways to try to 
shut that whole thing down.”

What Todd Akin was rely-
ing on was the work of one 
lone doctor, Dr. John C. 
Willkie. Willkie published 
a book in 1985 and an ar-
ticle in 1999 on his theory 

that pregnancy cannot result 
from rape. 

His theory is based on 
the fact that the trauma sur-
rounding rape disrupts nor-
mal hormonal balances that 
are required for a success-
ful pregnancy. While this 
doesn’t sound implausible, 
it has been roundly rebuffed 
by studies and empirical 
data. 

A study published in the 
Journal of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology found that preg-
nancy resulted in about 5 
percent of rape cases.

Even if that wasn’t enough, 
there are laws on the books 
in some states that acknowl-
edge that pregnancy can re-
sult from rape. 

Currently, in just 19 states 
there are laws that prohibit 
rapists from seeking cus-
tody of any children result-
ing from their crime. On 
the other hand, this means 
that in 31 states there are no 

laws prohibiting rapists from 
seeking custody of the chil-
dren they violently fathered. 

While there is no empirical 
data about how many rapists 
do ultimately seek custody 
rights, considering that 75 
percent of rapes and sexual 
assaults are committed by 
someone the victim knows, it 
doesn’t seem that far-fetched 
that a rapist may try to claim 
his parental rights.

While Akin’s comments 
have been loudly rebuked by 
politicians from both sides 
of the aisle, that didn’t stop 
the GOP from unveiling an 
abortion platform that would 
prevent women’s access to 
abortion, even in cases of 
rape and incest. 

It also hasn’t stopped nu-
merous commentators from 
clinging to and disseminat-
ing this pseudo-science to 
defend their positions on 

One doctor’s opinion does not science make

BY BRITTANY SHARKEY 
brittsharkey@gmail.com

C O L U M N
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See AKIN, PAGE 3
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Tips for Texans

Another crop of freshmen 
have made the journey from 
their homelands to Oxford. 
Once again, about half of 
them are from Houston and 
Dallas. 

As I have split my life be-
tween New Orleans, Oxford 
and Dallas, I think I have a 
helpful perspective about 
Texans in Oxford. I’ve 
heard rumor that Texans 
can be obnoxious and irritat-
ing with our pride about our 
home state. I have a few tips 
to help these Texans make a 
smooth transition between 
the Once and Future Repub-
lic of Texas and Oxford.

Call Texas “The Once and 
Future Republic of Texas.”

Everyone loves when 
you refer to Texas by its 
long name. If others pre-
tend to think it’s obnoxious 
and annoying, ignore them. 
They’re just jealous. Their 
states were never their own 
countries, and that makes 
them sad. 

Try your hardest to be 
sympathetic, while secretly 
(or openly; your choice) 
gloating over the fact that 
your driver’s license is slight-
ly less hideous than all other 
states’ licenses because it de-
picts the beautiful state capi-

tol of Texas.
Remark on the dearth of 

retail in Mississippi.
I know. You’re used to at 

least four J.Crews in your lo-
cal metropolitan area. I just 
looked it up, and I beg that 
you sit down before you read 
this next line: Mississippi has 
two. No, really, Mississippi 
only has two J.Crews. One is 
in Madison and the other is 
in Gulfport. We have 19 in 
Texas. 

I have four malls within 30 
minutes of my house back 
home. It’s horrible. But you 
know the best way to get re-
tail to come to Oxford is to 
drum up a market, and the 
only way to do that is to 
make sure everyone knows 
that there are no stores any-
where around here. Com-
ment, and comment often.

Let everyone know that 
Chipotle is the best restau-
rant ever, and that they’re 
missing out by being Missis-
sippians.

We all know that Chipotle 
is the food of the gods. We 
don’t know why, and we 
don’t care. But if you were 
hoping for a little bit of a 
tasty burrito bowl, you’re 
out of luck. The closest one 
is in Memphis. It’s terrible. 

The most terrible, heart-
breaking part, though, is that 
people in Mississippi have 

largely never eaten Chipo-
tle. Console them. Let them 
know what they’re missing 
out on. 

Do it loudly and frequent-
ly, so that you can spread 
the word to as many people 
as possible. When you go 
on trips out of state, make 
sure you research the area 
and find all of the Chipotles. 
Then, when you get there, 
make everyone on the trip 
detour and get it. Really. 
They’ll appreciate it. You’re 
doing them a favor.

Let people know how 
things are done in Texas. 

It’s obvious that things are 
done better in Texas. Every-
one knows it, even if they 
won’t admit it. It doesn’t 
matter what’s in question, 
they’re done bigger and bet-
ter in Texas. Our Mexican 
food is better, our salsa is 
spicier and our driving ac-
tually involves things like 
pressing the gas pedal and 
driving efficiently. People 
in Texas don’t stop at yield 
signs, now do they? No. 
(They do here. Prepare for 
some road rage). 

If you let everyone know 
what they’re doing wrong 
and how it’s done right, 
eventually, they’ll start mak-
ing changes. You can help 
make Mississippi better by 
letting the people here know 

how it’s done best (by Tex-
as).

Get one of those “SE-
CEDE” bumper stickers for 
your Yukon.

Oh, you don’t have a Yu-
kon? Then for your red 
335i. These bumper stickers 
serve two purposes: They 
show that you’re from Tex-
as, and they remind people 
that without Texas, they are 
nothing. We have the pow-
er to secede from the U.S. 
whenever we want. Oh, Tex-
ans are annoying? Well what 
will you do without our oil 
when we secede? Huh? Get 
it from Oklahoma or New 
Orleans? 

Fine, but it’s not oil from 
Texas, so it’s entirely infe-
rior. Enjoy your inferior oil, 
Mississippi. You can say all 
of that in just one word with 
a bumper sticker that plas-
ters the word “SECEDE” 
over a Texas flag. It’s the 
succinctness that really seals 
the deal.

Alexandra Williamson is an 
accountancy senior from Frisco, 
Texas. Follow her on Twitter @
alyxwi.

BY ALEXANDRA WILLIAMSON
aewillia@go.olemiss.edu

C O L U M N

rape and abortion. While 
Akin’s statements have 
been discredited, it seems 
as though many agree with 
the sentiment behind them.

We look to politicians as 
our elected representatives 
for information. We need 
to hold them accountable 
to check their facts before 
they speak. When students 
or academics write papers, 
we ask them to cite their 
sources and to back up the 
claims they make. Politi-
cians need to do the same. 

Disseminating this kind 
of unproven science is 
dangerous. The national 
dialogue about a woman’s 
right to choose is already 
filled with so much mis-
information and vitriol, 
the last thing this debate 
needs is one more politi-
cian mucking up the al-
ready murky conversation 
with pseudo-science and 
unchecked facts.

Brittany Sharkey is a sec-
ond-year law student from 
Oceanside, Calif.  She gradu-
ated from NYU in 2010 with 
a degree in politics.  Follow her 
on Twitter @brittanysharkey.
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dents, and I especially love 
that we offer enrichment pro-
grams, including art, music, 
drama and dance,” Allen said.

Initially, the founders start-
ed the SCFP to help their 
students in the summer while 
school was out. Eventually 
they decided that they wanted 
to have a greater impact on 
the children, so the program 
was lengthened to a full year.

Other than three full-time 
staff members, everyone at 
SCFP is a volunteer. These 
volunteers often include stu-
dents from Ole Miss.

“I started in the uprising 
program in middle school,” 
Primus Aplonio, a junior at 
Gentry High School, said. “I 
have made a commitment, 
and I plan to stay until 12th 
grade.”

Tuition is $300, but fund-
raisers can help with this fee.

The program serves three 
districts: Indianola, Sunflower 
and Drew Public Schools, but 
the SCFP understands that 
transportation is sometimes 
an issue for some of the par-
ticipants. To deal with this 
matter, it has two 15-passen-
ger vans that are used to pick 
up at central locations.

“I enjoy the kids the most 
-- 100 percent,” Moser said. 
“I just love being able to work 
with them in a different en-
vironment. School can be a 
difficult place to get to un-
derstand each child’s special 
need.”

While the average gradua-
tion rate is at only about 65 
percent for the three districts 
that the SCFP serves, Free-
dom Project participants, on 
average, score 25 percent 
higher on the ACT than their 
peers, and they generally 
have a 15 percent increase in 
their school grade point aver-
ages. (over the course of high 
school? or they have 15% 

higher GPAs than everyone 
else?) Students in the Free-
dom Project spend an aver-
age of 8.5 hours studying out-
side of regular school hours.

The SCFP have graduated 
100 percent of their seniors, 
all of them enrolling in four-
year colleges and universities 
across the United States.

While parents and educa-
tors are praising the program, 
students are often too busy 
having fun to think much 
about the impact of the proj-
ect.

“I love Thursdays because 
that’s club night where all 
the different clubs meet and 
discuss new ideas,” Apolonio 

said. “We have a step, film, 
hip-hop, dance, garden and 
art club.”

The program is completely 
non-profit. They receive half 
of their money from individ-
ual donations and the other 
half from federal and private 
grants. If you would like to 
donate to the SCFP, call 662-
569-2441, or send checks pay-
able to SCFP at P.O. Box 701, 
Sunflower, MS 39778.

Part 2 of this series focuses on 
a student success story. Read how 
one young man went from faking 
it to making it, in tomorrow’s 
edition of The Daily Mississip-
pian.
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COURTESY RYAN EZELL

MAIN: Students at an afternoon meeting at the LEAD center; CORNER: Ole Miss student Ryan Ezelle with Sunflower County 
Freedom Project participant Darius Nash.

the hospital overall” category, 
66 percent of patients gave Bap-
tist the “highest or very high” 
ranking. The state average is 68 
percent, while the national aver-
age is 67 percent. 

In the “whether patients 
would recommend the hospital 
for friends and family” category, 
74 percent of patients answered 
“definitely.” The state average 
is 68 percent, while the national 
average is 69 percent. 

Many students at Ole Miss 
seem to be indifferent to the na-
tional rankings.

“I have been to the hospital a 
couple times to visit friends that 
were there,” junior Carter Mc-
Claugherty said. “Even though 
I’ve never been a patient there, 
I’ve only heard good things 
about it.”

McClaugherty said the na-
tional rankings would not stop 
him from going to the hospital 
himself or taking friends there if 
the need arose.

The interim CEO Jim Ain-
sworth was recognized by May-
or Pat Patterson at last week’s 
board of alderman meeting. 
Ainsworth came out of retire-
ment to take the job after former 
CEO Don Hutson retired on 
Aug. 15.

BAPTIST, 
continued from page 1

25
80

6
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The Boys and Girls Club of 
Oxford is holding an online 
auction that will end on Aug. 
31 at midnight. The auction in-
cludes many items like a Square 
shopping spree, two skybox 
seats for the UTEP/UM foot-
ball game, a tent setup for the 
Miss. State Game, a football 
signed by Michael Oher, spa 
packages, a private plane ride, 
as well as hunting and fishing 
trips. 

The Boys and Girls Club is 
an organization that provides 
after-school programs and 
summer programs to children 
in the community who are 6-18 
years old. The program pro-
vides students with great vol-
unteer opportunities and other 
ways to give back.

Their programming is di-
vided up into five core areas: 
character and leadership devel-
opment, education and career 
development, health and life 
skills, the arts, and sports, fit-
ness and recreation.  

The Boys and Girls Club 
of North Mississippi started 
in 1996 and is made up of six 
clubhouses, including Oxford’s 
L.O.U. Barksdale Clubhouse.  

When after-school hours be-
gin in the afternoon, the chil-
dren enter Power Hour, which 
is when the kids are expected 
to finish their homework.  

“Lots of students that we have 
had in the past would help with 

Power Hour or the tutorial pro-
gram and then go out and do 
recreation, and then help in the 
arts and crafts room and do arts 
and crafts,” Director Lamont 
Watkins said concerning vol-
unteering. “We’ve had some 
students come over and do a 
cooking class for us.”

Also included in the pro-
gramming are the Keystone 
Club and Torch Club, which 
provide a way for the older kids 
to give back to the community 
and the club. 

Those interested in volun-
teering at the Boys and Girls 
Club must fill out a volunteer 
application and go through a 
background check. Watkins 
then interviews the prospective 
volunteer to see where they 
might fit in the Boys and Girls 
Club’s programming. 

“I like to sit down and get a 
feel of what they like to do or 
what they would like to do, or 

do they have any hobbies,” 
Watkins said.

Ole Miss students aren’t 
uncommon volunteers at the 
Boys and Girls Club.  Many 
fraternities and sororities from 

campus find the organization 
a great way to give back to the 
community. Alpha Omicron Pi 
often works with the Boys and 
Girls Club by doing holiday 
parties for Halloween and Val-

entine’s Day. Kappa Sigma and 
Alpha Tau Omega also help 
with these parties, which in-
clude various arts and craft ac-
tivities, as well as some games 
and sports. Pi Beta Phi also did 
a reading program with the 
children last semester.   

“This is a great way for us 
to let the Boys and Girls Club, 
and the little kids know that 
we care about them, we think 
about them, we want bring 
them things and let them have 
a good time,” Alpha Omicron 
Pi’s local philanthropy chair 
Allie Bilderback said.

Aside from volunteers, the 
Boys and Girls Club is always 
seeking monetary donations, 
school supplies, as well as 
games for the children to play.  

To find out how to get in-
volved as a volunteer, visit the 
Boys and Girls Club of North 
Mississippi’s website at www.
bgcnms.org.

Oxford community gives back with Boys and Girls Club

QUENTIN WINSTINE | The Daily Mississippian

BY NATALIE MOORE
nemoore@go.olemiss.edu

The Boys and Girls Club of Oxford gives back to the community, with the latest project an online auction to benefit the organization. Ole Miss students, including 
Greek organizations, among those who volunteer.

A tutor works with a couple of students at the Boys and Girls Club after school 
Monday.

25834

Alice & Co.
Cool, Confident, Creative

The Cut & Color Experts

For an appointment call

234-3896

lice  Co.
1729 University Ave.    Oxford, MS

lice  Co.

25874

Walk-Ins Welcome!
Open Monday-Friday with 

select Saturday appointments available

Located Close to Campus:
127 Heritage Drive | Oxford, MS 38655

www.RossFamilyDentalClinic.com

A Smile Every Time!
Andrew Ross, D.M.D.

662-234-2722

25648
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Rejoice fellow Rebels, sum-
mertime is over, and it’s time 
for educational experiences to 
begin. But for real though, wel-
come back and stuff. For you 
new kids on the block, wel-
come to the greatest campus on 
the face of Mother Earth. For 
those of you returning, welcome 
home. 

As the new semester begins, 
we head back to the daily grind, 
little annoyances and all. Lend 
me your attention as I give voice 
to the complaining that unites us 
together.

So, you know what really 
grinds my gears? Construction. 
Oh yes, I know I have your at-
tention now. No matter what 
year you are, I guarantee that 
everyone will have to deal with 
inconveniences this semester 
due to construction. For those 
freshmen qualified enough to 
live in the Ridges this year, I 
know you guys have it the worst. 
From buildings lacking wireless 
internet, to getting nails in your 
tires as you pulled in on move-
in day. Then you have the poor 
souls in Martin and Stockard 
who have to deal with the brick-
laying and window replacing. 
Do not worry; think of it as a 
real-life journey to the center of 
the Earth as you walk through 
the wooden tunnels to get into 
your buildings.

Residence halls aren’t the only 
hard-hat zones on campus. Sev-

eral sidewalks are being redone 
in an effort to increase acces-
sibility and the beauty of our 
beloved school. Roads are be-
ing repaved, and parking lots 
are being created, too, all in the 
name of progress. Don’t get me 
wrong, I yearn for the day when 
Ole Miss has grown twofold 
since my first freshman adven-
tures. My question is simple: 
Why wait until the end of the 
summer to start this work? 

For the few students who 
stayed for summer classes and 
such, they can vouch for me 
when I say that nothing hap-
pened in May and June. The 
summer gave the university a 
perfect month and a half for 
construction to prevent inconve-
niences during the first month of 
school. I consider it a problem 
when I check my “Ole Miss 
Today” and have multiple con-
struction alerts. And now the 
construction has begun to affect 
parking, but that is a rant for an-
other day.

Be wary as you journey across 
campus these first few weeks of 
school. Be nice to the bulldozer 
drivers when they are going 5 
mph in our 18 mph speed-limit 
zones. We all know how annoy-
ing it is to be inconvenienced by 
construction, but just keep calm 
and carry on, Rebels.

Do you have an issue that 
grinds your gears? Chances are 
you are not alone. Share your 
complaints, and I will give them 
words. Until next week, good 
luck, stay calm and humor all.

What grinds my gears: 
Campus construction

C O L U M N

BY JUSTIN KYLE TANNER
jktanner@go.olemiss.edu

fILE PHOTO (JON HAYWOOD) | The Daily Mississippian

NATIONAL ANTHEM AUDITIONS

PHOTOS BY PHILLIP WALLER | The Daily Mississippian

TOP LEFT: Musical theater junior Sarah Weathersby and theater junior Randall Bolden sign up to audition to sing for the 
national anthem; TOP RIGHT: Sherrell Settlemires of Ripley sings the national anthem for the directors; LEFT CENTER: Don 
Trott, director of choral activities, and Julia Aubrey, director of the opera program, talk about the singers; BOTTOM LEFT: 
Musical theater sophomore Nina Farris; BOTTOM RIGHT: Theater junior Randall Bolden auditions to sing the national 
anthem at the opening of one of this season’s football games.

the lyric oxford
Aug. Sept.

30 7 12 13 25

Justin Moore
w/ Joey Hyde

North Mississippi Allstars Tycho
w/ The Album Leaf

2 Chainz
Based on a T.R.U. Story Tour

Lotus

1006 Van Buren Ave.

Sept. 26 - Yelawolf  Sept. 27 - Casey Donahew Band  Sept. 28 - Wolfgang Gartnerand beyond...
25843

thelyricoxford.com
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Garfield By Jim davis

The fusco BroThers By J.c. duffy

NoN sequiTur By Wiley

dilBerT By scoTT adams

dooNesBury By Garry Trudeau

Want more puzzles?  
Check out the “Just Right Crossword Puzzles” books at QuillDriverBooks.com

OPEN LATE 

OrdEr ONLiNE
www.dOmiNOs.cOm

236-3030

1 
MediuM
1-topping

delivery
or pick up

$499 $699

Monday

1 
large

1-topping
deep diSH 

eXtra

Madness

SUDOKU©  
Puzzles by KrazyDad

HOW TO PLAY

Complete the grid so that 
every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 with no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

scratch area

© 2012 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #5
Tough Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Book 1

"Art is parasitic on life, just as criticism
 is parasitic on art."

-- H
arry S. Trum

an

1 5 3
6 7 2

4 1
6 3 9 4

6 3 2 8
9 7

5 1 6
7 8 4

AnswersTough Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Book 1

Sudoku #1
9485127
23415

58162934
973526

86419
275163
93618472
48379
7246985

36

6798

7

148

3257

948

5

5261

13

Sudoku #2
8213674
1594263
634579

91782
2635798
42613
392487
9187436
7468351

95

78

281

5364

41

8795

561

52

29

Sudoku #3
28369157

154792
79536
849536
6143285
538741

53619
269548

98761352

4

368

2814

712

97

269

4728

173

4

Sudoku #4
263584
59841263

46879
982617
1897635
673542
76239
83149526
426578

791

7

3125

453

24

189

5841

7

913

Sudoku #5
249876
983154

3765982
28571

859721436
17459
5628431
348729

912365

153

672

41

6394

6328

97

516

784

Sudoku #6
3295786
8796123

643259
915364

3514679
742835
437168
6832497
5268341

41

54

187

872

28

691

952

15

79

Sudoku #7
57392846

826713
639452
498372

85261
731568

321967
186954

59643728

1

459

817

615

9743

249

458

723

1

Sudoku #8
6237891

57126
184627
5318467
2967534

6491528
952476

41798
8793145

54

4983

935

29

81

73

183

3652

26

tough

NewsWatch 
Auditions

Callbacks, if needed, will be Thurs., Aug. 30.
Mandatory meeting for new anchors Tues., Sept. 4

NewsWatch is a live, student-run broadcast that airs from 5-5:30 
p.m. Mondays through Fridays on Channel 99. The 30-minute 
show is the only local newscast generating news directly to and 
for Ole Miss, Oxford and Lafayette County. For more information 
call 662.915.5503 or email newswatch.olemiss@gmail.com.

Wed., Aug. 29 at 6 p.m. 
201 Bishop Hall

All 
majors 

welcome
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SATURDAY: WOF-
FORD 3, OLE MISS 2

CORAL GABLES, Fla. 
– Despite a pair of double-
doubles from senior setter 
Amanda Philpot and junior 
outside hitter Kara Morgan, 
the Ole Miss volleyball team 
could not overcome a scrap-
py Wofford (1-2) team at the 
Knight Complex in Coral 
Gables, Fla., as part of the 
Hurricane Invitational.

Ole Miss (1-2) got strong 
performances from Philpot, 
Morgan and senior right 
side hitter Allegra Wells, but 
couldn’t put away the Terri-
ers after taking a 2-sets-to-1 
lead in the match.

Philpot passed out 38 as-
sists in the match and dug 
15 balls. Morgan recorded 
a match-high 15 kills to go 
along with 11 digs, and Wells 
put down 13 kills on 27 at-
tempts for a .407 clip.

After the match, Philpot 
was named to the Hurricane 
Invitational All-Tournament 
team. A co-captain on the 
team, Philpot averaged 37.0 
assists, 12.0 digs and 7.0 kills 
per match in Ole Miss’ three 
matches in Coral Gables, Fla.

Ole Miss will compete 
again Friday, Aug. 31 at 9:00 
a.m. CT against Marquette 
to open play in the Xavier 
Tournament in Cincinnati, 

Ohio. The Rebels will play 
again later that day at 6:00 
p.m. CT against host-school 
Xavier. Ole Miss will fin-
ish the tournament Satur-
day, Sept. 1 with a matchup 
against Tennessee Tech at 
1:00 p.m. CT.

SATURDAY: OLE 
MISS 3, SAMFORD 1

CORAL GABLES, Fla. - 
Paced by a strong offensive 
attack, the Ole Miss volley-
ball team (1-1) grabbed its 
first victory of the season, 
defeating Samford (0-2) 3-1 
(25-20, 24-26, 25-18, 25-23) 
at the Knight Complex in 
Coral Gables, Fla.

“After coming off a disap-
pointing match last night, it’s 
good to see the energy that 
we brought back in with an 
early turn around,” Ole Miss 
head coach Joe Getzin said. 
“I thought we performed well 
and handled Samford’s push 
against us. I’m pleased with 
our performance today.”

Competing in her first col-
legiate volleyball match, Ty 
Laporte turned in an impres-
sive performance, registering 
seven kills on 11 attempts for 
a .636 clip, one solo block 
and one block assist, while 
playing in just over two sets.

“Ty Laporte came off the 
bench and added a spark for 
us,” Getzin said. “In her first 
collegiate match she hit .636, 
so that’s a good number to 
start with.” 

Junior outside hitter Kara 
Morgan led Ole Miss with a 
team-high 10 kills, followed 
by nine each from senior 
right side hitter Allegra Wells 
and senior setter Amanda 
Philpot, who also passed 
out 36 assists. Senior outside 
hitter Whitney Craven had 
eight kills for the Rebels and 
five digs.

FRIDAY: MIAMI 3, 
OLE MISS 2

CORAL GABLES, Fla. 
- A career-high 30-dig per-

formance from senior libero 
Ashley Veach, and three 
double-double performanc-
es wasn’t enough for the 
Ole Miss volleyball team in 
its season opener at Miami 
(Fla.) in the Hurricane Invi-
tational. After winning the 
opening two sets, the Rebels 
couldn’t hold on against the 
home-standing Hurricanes, 

falling 3-2 (24-26, 20-25, 25-
15, 25-15, 15-8).

“The thing they have to 
realize is that it’s a team ef-
fort,” Ole Miss head coach 
Joe Getzin said. “Win, lose 
or draw you are a team one 
way or another. We have to 
respond now to a tough Sam-
ford team Saturday morn-
ing.”

volleyball starts season 1-2 at Miami Invitational

fILE PHOTOS (ALEX EDWARDS) | The Daily Mississippian

O L E  M I S S  S P O R T S  I N F O R M A T I O N

LEFT: Junior outside hitter Kara Morgan; RIGHT: Senior setter Amanda Philpot

25833

Home cookin’ is what we do!

Call for our  
daily lunch specials or check us out on facebook

1200 N. Lamar 234-5041 • Breakfast • Lunch • Supper
BeacoN 

Maybe you don’t miss Mom yet,  
     but I bet you miss her cooking.

25802

Back to School SPECIAL

1500 University Ave. 236-6999
• www.orionfitness.com •

• Large weight room
• Plenty of cardio
•  Full schedule of  

classes

•  Personal trainers on 
staff

• Coming Soon

JOIN NOW
ONLY $79

25639

XFIT
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: 
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in ad-
vance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when 
school is in session except during the summer session which is Tuesday 
through Thursday. 

Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted.

RATES:

- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 

To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL • 662.915.5503

Additional Features (Web & Print):

Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text -  extra $0.50 per word

Jones sees potential for this 
year’s team.

“The one thing I want to 
do is keep the two words, 
‘last’ and ‘year,’ away from 
us,” he said. “I look at it as 
whether you win a champi-
onship or not, you still have 
to leave last year in the 
past.”

Jones also said he believes 
that the leadership Freeze 
has emphasized during 
camp is registering more 
and more with the players 
on the team.

“That’s part of buying in 
to what coach Freeze is giv-
ing us,” Jones said. 

“Day in and day out, win 
the day, taking pride in 
Rebel nation and going to 
class, it’s the little things 
that make the big differ-
ence.”

Jones also sees himself as 
a leader for the team, espe-
cially when a younger play-
er is down on himself.

“I just continue to encour-
age them,” Jones said. “I 
was there once before and 
all I did was prepare myself 
for when my number was 
called. You never know; 
you’re always one play 
away.”

For continuing coverage of 
Ole Miss football, follow @
thedm_sports and @SigNew-
ton_2 on Twitter.

PRACTICE, 
continued from page 12

QUENTIN WINSTINE | The Daily Mississippian

Head coach Hugh Freeze has been extremely pleased with the effort the scout team has given this fall.

25935

Buffalo Wild Wings in Oxford is coming soon.
We are looking for people with a passion for serving quality food and amazing 
guest service in a fun and energetic atmosphere. 
We  are noW hiring for the positons of: 

• Cashier 
• Greeter 
• Server

Please fill out an application at rebelbww.com 
and send to oxfordbww@gmail.com. 

• Bartender 
•  and our Heart of House 

(cooks)

We will see you soon!!

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com

Attn: DRIVERS. APPLY NOW, 13
DRIVER POSITIONS. Top 5% Pay, 401K,
Great Insurance, New KW Conventionals.
Need CDL Class “A” Driving Experience.
877-258-8782.
CALLING ALL CDL-A DRIVERS! Join
the team at Averitt. Great Hometime &
Benefits. 4 months T/T Experience
Required - Apply Now! 888-362-8608.
AVERITTcareers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer.
Drivers -  Company drivers, HOME
WEEKLY. Dedicated lanes, Gulf Coast to
Upper Midwest. 34¢/mile, 2,500+
miles/week. 2 years OTR experience
required. Truck rentals available. Call
228-214-5110 8am-5pm. RWI
Transportation.
Drivers - ANNUAL SALARY $45K TO
$60K. $0.01 increase per mile after 6
months. Quarterly bonuses. CDL-A, 3
months current OTR experience. 800-
414-9569. www.driveknight.com
Drivers - CDL-A EXPERIENCED DRIV-
ERS: 6-months OTR experience starts at
32¢/mile. Up to $5,000 Sign-On Bonus!
New student pay and lease Program!
877-521-5775. www.USATruck.jobs
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
OTR DRIVERS. Start up to .44 cpm!
Great hometime! Great Tarp Pay! 3
months tractor/trailer experience. Flatbed
Training Available. 800-441-4271 X MS-
100. www.hornadytransportation.com

SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING, A VA
APPROVED SCHOOL! CDL and refresh-
er classes start every Monday. Financing
available for those who qualify, jobs
available now!  Call 1-877-285-8621
Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

MANTIS DELUXE TILLER. NEW!
FastStart engine. Ships FREE. One-year
Money-Back Guarantee when you buy
DIRECT. Call for the DVD and FREE Good
Soil Book! 866-939-6102.

ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare.
Get a FREE Talking Meter and diabetic
supplies at NO COST, plus FREE home
delivery! Best of all, this meter eliminates
painful finger pricking! Call 888-761-
2348.

DIVORCE with or without
Children $99.

Includes name change and property

settlement agreement. SAVE hundreds.

Fast and easy.

Call 1-888-733-7165  24/7. 
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings up to 90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call Today 888-695-6148 for $25.00 off
your first prescription and free shipping. 

DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month PLUS 30 premium movie
channels FREE for 3 months! SAVE! & ask
about SAME DAY installation! Call 888-
471-1216.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. You WIN or Pay Us Nothing. Start
your application in under 60 seconds.
Call Today! Contact Disability Group, Inc.
Licensed Attorneys & BBB Accredited. Call
866-632-5302.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

F o r  S a l e - M i s c

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

M e d i c a l  S u p p l i e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of August 26, 2012

STUMPS?
50% Discount

Limited Time Only!
Visit our website 

www.stumpsunlimited.com
for details and appointment

or call 
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399

Place Your
Classified Ad In Over

100 Newspapers...
One Call, One Order, 

One Check!
Call your local 

newspaper or MS Press
601-981-3060

Aug26_MCAN_46Web

27
35

7

NewsWatch is 
hiring reporters

Apply online at  
thedmonline.com or stop by 
the Student Media Center, 

201 Bishop Hall  
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Applications are due  
Thursday, August 30.

Homes for sale
1BDR/1.5BA Townhouse- $495/
mo. All Appliances. Available March 
1st. 662-607-2400. Corner of Anderson 
and Anchorage. 

apartment for rent

AAA self sToRAge
Climate and non-climate units 5x5 to 
10x20 closest to campus 662-513-0199 
www.myoxfordstorage.com
TAyloR BenD new townhomes start-
ing at $495.00 per person. Model Open 
(662)801-7670 
1 BR Townhouse All appliances 
CH/ A $450 unfurnished $520 furnished 
$250 deposit Tom Fitts w/ Fitts Realty & 
Inv Co (662)801-1300 

House for rent
house foR RenT 1Bedroom and 
Bath3 minutes to campus, LR, W&D, 
ride bike to school, close to law school, 
quiet & private.
901-216-5447 

room for rent
Room foR RenT 4 BR near campus 
$400 and utilities/ month (615)336-
7956 

Condo for rent
esPlAnADe RIDge 3 bed/3bath with 
granite counters, stainless applianc-
es, overlooking lake. Available Aug 1. 
$1300.00 monthly. 601_668_1776. 

Rooms foR RenT 3 BR/2 Bath Con-
dos stove/ ref/ water/ sewer/ garbage/ 
washer & dryer furnished Located 401 
Bickerstaff Drive, Oxford Minutes from 
campus. Call for more information 
(662)287-6158 
AvAIl now ,1340sq 2story 3brm/2.5 
bath Condo- walk to campus, immacu-
late, all appliances, unfurnished/ will 
furn. $1,000/ mo. Email: paulmathis@
bellsouth.net; 662-820-0748 (662)332-
6660 
3BR / 3BA ConDo @ hIgh PoInTe, 
New Carpets, Gated Community & 
POOL. 662-801-6692 

Weekend rental
fooTBAll weekenD RenTAl for 
responsible adult. 2 BR/ 2.5 BA No 
pets, no smoking. $800/2 nights (662) 
327-2502 
oxfoRD weekenDs Still have Texas 
availability; price reductions on Central 
Arkansas and UTEP! Short-term rentals 
including event weekends. www.oxford-
townhouse.com (662)801-6692 

HealtH & fitness
heAlIng gARDen mAssAges Spe-
cial! 65$ for 65 minutes! Gift certificate 
available.appointment only, call MY 
(662)202-7360 

misCellaneous

PRegnAnCy TesT CenTeR Preg-
nancy Testing... Limited Ultrasounds... 
Facts, Options, and Support... No insur-
ance required... Free and Confidential 
www.pregnancyoxford.com (662)234-
4414 

full-time
new meDIA JoBs Graphic and web 
designers, social media and marketing 
and sales specialists, writers, visionaries 
and new media entrepreneurs. Contrac-
tor work, paid and un-paid internships. 
Exciting opportunities in world-wide 
market. Based in Oxford, MS. Resume 
or info to: thenewmedialab@gmail.com 

part-time
BARTenDIng $250/ Day Potential
No Experience Necessary. Training 
Available. 1-800-965-6520 Ext 155
  

PARTy PICs!!
Like meeting new people? Are you al-
ways snapping photos at parties? Why 
not get paid for it? We’re seeking ener-
getic people as event photographers for 
nights and weekends. No experience 
necessary. Equipment and training pro-
vided. Call or download an application 
at www.mangiantephoto.com/ employ-
ment.html. (901)767-6555

misCellaneous for sale
2004 23’ oDyssey TriToon Millennium 
Series 2315 TT-I/ O 135 HP I/ O Merc 
Cruiser
Low hours, Garage Kept, Ski, Pull 
Tubes, Fuel Efficient $14,000 662-816-
8573 (662)234-9289 

motorCyCles
PeRfeCT CommuTeR moToRCy-
Cle Kawasaki 650R blue 2006 Like new 
with less than 12K miles. Plus matching 
tank & saddle bags. Wife doesn’t ride 
anymore. $3700 (662)801-8491 
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Interested in 
working for 

The Ole Miss 
yearbook?

Come meet with us 

Wed. Aug 29   
in the Student 
Media Center 
(Bishop 201)  

at 
4:30 p.m.
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In the first meeting between 
these two teams on a soccer 
field, the Ole Miss women’s 
soccer team earned their fourth 
victory of the season with a 1-0 
win against the Louisiana-La-
fayette Ragin’ Cajuns (2-1). 

“It was your typical Sunday 
game; (it was) hot,” head coach 
Matt Mott said. “It’s hard to 
get the movement going. We 
weren’t as clean at finishing as 
I wanted to be, but happy to 
get the win, certainly.”

Junior forward Rafaelle Sou-
za scored the lone goal for the 
Lady Rebels in the 12th min-
ute with a shot to the far post. 
Senior midfielder Alix Hildal 
and freshman forward/mid-
fielder Olivia Harrison were 
both credited with the assists.  

The goal was Souza’s fourth 
on the year – which leads the 
team – as she has scored in 

each of the team’s first four 
games.

“(It was a) good goal by Rafa 
to get us the breathing room 
early,” Mott said. “But I would 
have liked to have scored a 
few more goals.” 

The first half saw multiple 
opportunities for the Lady 
Rebels go by the wayside. Ole 
Miss outshot Louisiana-Lafay-
ette 11-4 in the first half, but 
the Lady Rebels weren’t able 
to add to their lead. The sec-
ond half was not much differ-
ent for the Rebels. 

Ole Miss had more near 
misses at the goal with Souza 
getting a breakaway only to 
“toe-ball” it left of the goal. Ole 
Miss freshman midfielder Jen-
nifer Miller had another good 
look at the goal with her shot 
nearly going in, but a last-sec-
ond save by ULL goalkeeper 
Amanda Moorefield kept her 
team within one.  

Playing Louisiana-Lafayette 

for the first time posed a lot of 
unknowns and challenges for 
Mott and his team.

“We had to come out early 
and figure out how they were 
playing and what we were 
dealing with,” Mott said. “I 
thought they did a very good 
job on our frontrunners and 
limited their ability and fought 
us the whole time. (They) 
fought us for 90 minutes.” 

Ole Miss sophomore goal-
keeper Kelly McCormick re-
corded her second consecu-
tive shutout of the season. The 
Rebel defense was not pres-
sured much during the game 
with Lousiana-Lafayette only 
attempting eight shots. 

Ole Miss will be back in ac-
tion Friday night as they host 
Arkansas-Little Rock with a 7 
p.m. kickoff.  

For continuing coverage of Ole 
Miss soccer, follow @thedm_sports 
and @WildRebel27.

Soccer holds on for 1-0 victory against Louisiana-Lafayette

PHOTOS BY QUENTIN WINSTINE | The Daily Mississippian

BY JAKE THOMPSON 
jcthomps@go.olemiss.edu

The lady Rebels soccer team remains unbeaten behind junior Rafaelle Souza’s fourth goal of the season and sophomore goalkeeper Kelly McCormick’s second 
consecutive shutout on Sunday afternoon.

Junior forward Rafaelle Souza scored the only goal against Louisiana-Lafayette Sunday afternoon.

Next Time
get a Designated Driver.

If you’re out partying and on the road, remember that city, county and highway law 
enforcement are out, too.

If you’re stopped, you’d better be stone cold sober, or have a designated driver who is.

Just Drive Sober, and you won’t have to worry when they ask you to Walk That Line.

25990



It was the experience of a 
lifetime for junior right-hand-
er Bobby Wahl, as he com-
peted with the USA Baseball 
Collegiate National Team this 
past summer. 

He experienced the thrill of 
representing his country and 
discovered a new respect for 
the game he’s loved since he 
was five years old.

“To put the whole entire ex-
perience into words, it’s one 
of those things where I don’t 

think you realize it until it’s 
over,” he said. “During it, it 
was a lot of travel, it was really 
hectic, all that stuff.

“When it’s all said and done, 
and you’re sitting on the plane 
going back to the United 
States, you’re just like, ‘Wow, 
I was a part of that. I was just 
able to experience that.’”

For Team USA, Wahl re-
turned to the bullpen as the 
team’s closer and converted 
two of his three save opportu-
nities, including both of Team 
USA’s wins against Cuba in 
Havana. 

After taking a no-decision 
in a 5-3 semifinal loss to Cuba 
at Honkbal Baseball Week 
in Haarlem, The Nether-
lands, Wahl and Team USA 
bounced back to claim bronze 
at the event with a 4-3 win 
against the host country.

Wahl finished the summer 
with a 1.17 ERA, .222 bat-
ting average against and nine 
strikeouts compared to five 
walks in 7.2 innings over six 
relief appearances.

“I made that transition al-
ready from being a closer to a 
starter, then I had to be a clos-
er again,” he said of the relief 
role. “So I think the biggest 
thing was that I just went out 
there and just threw the ball 
in the strike zone and tried to 
make quality pitches and not 
worry about the closer-versus-
starter deal – just be a pitcher 
and not have a label on any-
thing.”

He said it was a dream come 
true to wear “USA” across his 
chest and represent his coun-
try on foreign soil, both in 
Cuba and The Netherlands, 
as Team USA played against 
both those countries in addi-
tion to Japan, Puerto Rico and 
Chinese Taipei.

“You don’t really hear the 
national anthem until you’re 
part of something like that – 
when you’re playing another 
country,” he said. “People that 
have had that experience and 
understand that, it’s a really 
cool feeling that you don’t ad-
mit very often. You get goose 
bumps; you get the chills. It’s 
just really neat.”

Wahl said he picked up dif-
ferent baseball styles in differ-
ent countries, from the way 

Cuba takes infield and batting 
practice to how Chinese Tai-
pei pitches and what they do 
in between innings and while 
in the bullpen.

The Springfield, Va., native 
said the most significant part 
of this summer was going out 
there and enjoying himself, 
taking it all in and trying to get 
better for next season, where 
he and his Ole Miss team-
mates look to take that next 
step after losing in the regional 
championship game to TCU, 
7-4, to end last season.

That taste of success, Wahl 
said, makes the team hungrier 
this year and will help them a 
lot. He said it’s about building 
team chemistry and getting 
better every day, and just by 
doing that, they’ll be where 
they want to be for the first 
pitch of the 2013 season.

“For us, it’s a huge motiva-
tion, but the biggest thing is 
we can’t dwell on that and let 
that affect how we play now,” 
Wahl said. “But I know you 
always keep that in the back 
of your mind as something to 
make you do that extra rep in 
the weight room, make that 
extra pitch in the ninth inning, 
get that clutch hit – it’s a factor 
for us.

I know a lot of guys take that 
upon themselves, and I’m one 
included that feel like I could 
have done something differ-
ent. Everyone feels that way. 
By remembering that, but not 
dwelling on it, is going to help 
us a lot.”

For continuing coverage of Ole 
Miss sports, follow @thedm_
sports and @austinkmiller on 
Twitter.
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follow @theDM_sports

Wahl reflects on worldly travels

BY AUSTIN MILLER
dmmanaging@gmail.com

GRAPHIC BY WILL STROUTH | The Daily Mississippian

The Ole Miss football team 
practiced under the lights of 
Vaught-Hemingway Stadium 
Friday night, working toward 
the season opener against 
Central Arkansas on Sept. 1. 

Ole Miss also had a light 
workout on Saturday, but 
it was closed to the media. 
Overall, head coach Hugh 
Freeze said he was pleased 
with how his team practiced 
last week.

“Not a bad week at all,” 
he said. “I think it’s time for 
us to get them fresh. We’ve 
pushed them hard for three 
weeks now.”

Freeze also praised the ef-
forts of the scout teams and 
how they have helped Ole 
Miss prepare for their first 
game. 

“Scout teams have been 
phenomenal, as good as any-
where I’ve ever seen and 
been,” he said. 

“They’ve given a great ef-
fort, and I think both are go-
ing to help us prepare for our 
opponent.”

Freeze mentioned that he 
uses freshmen, who have also 
practiced with the first and 
second teams, on scout teams 
to prepare them for game ac-
tion.

“Right now I think it’s your 
right of passage,” he said. “I 
think that’s part of what ev-
eryone should go through. 
It’s part of learning that I’m 
no more important than the 
guy that is on scout team. So 
it’s something I’ve always 
done with freshman in par-
ticular.”

Jones sees improve-
ment

Senior defensive end Jason 
Jones has been with the pro-
gram through good and bad. 
However, after coming off a 
tough season this past year, 

Rebels practiced 
under the lights

BY MATT SIGLER 
mcsigler@go.olemiss.edu

See PRACTICE, PAGE 10

Junior right-hander Bobby Wahl looks to build on international experience and things he learned while abroad with Team USA as 
he and his Ole Miss teammates prepare for the 2013 season. 

Ole Miss is less than a week 
away from their opener against 
Central Arkansas. first-year 
head coach Hugh freeze said 
he has been pleased so far with 
the effort his team has put for-
ward heading into game week.

25973

25837

TONIGHT:
 35¢ Wings
 $2 Pitchers of Bud Light,   
 Miller Light, & Coors Light
 $3 Pitchers of Blue Moon, 
 Shiner Bock, & Dos Equis XX

LIVE 
DJ

please drink responsibly

Happy Hour 3-6
Half Off Appetizers

2 for 1 Domestic & Wells

Hot Lunch Buffet 
& Salad Bar

$10

Check us out at  
RoostersBluesHouse.com

for upcoming events!
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