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Al Roberts was born in Paterson, NJ,
on April 20, 1929 and died on May 6,
2007 at the age of 77. He joined the
U.S. Army and served in Korea, Ger-
many, and Denmark. He married
Susan Curtis on August 31, 1952, in
Heidelberg, Germany. They were
married for 54 years. They served as
short-term missionaries in the Belgian
Congo from 1962 until 1964. He ob-
tained a Ph.D. in Accounting from the
University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa,
and taught at the University of Mis-
souri in Columbia and later at Georgia
State University in Atlanta.

Dr. Roberts was a key member in the
formation of the Academy of Ac-
counting Historians and was voted a
life member. He loved to learn and to
teach, whether it was learning about
hawks from his neighbor or discussing
accounting theory with his friends and
colleagues or discussing the fair tax
with the local libertarian chapter or
discussing anything with anybody at
any place.

In Memoriam
Dr. Alfred Robert Roberts,
Academy Co-founder

He took care of everyone and made
everyone feel special. We’d like to
think he is now with his daughter
Catherine and his colleagues Norman
Dressel and Joe Guy. (Catherine died

at the age of five). He was an unas- @
suming man who treated all he met
equally, with dignity, respect, and
common courtesy. He was the same
person whether he was talking to the
President of the University, the wait-
resses at Dolly’s (his favorite restau-
rant), a colleague, a supervisor, or a
clerk in a store....he saw the good
and the potential in everyone and al-
ways tried to make others reach their
potential. He never preached his val-
ues to others........ he lived them out
for all to see and emulate.

He was a modest, self-effacing man
with a desert dry sense of humor. He
would never want anyone to go to
trouble on his account and in fact, if
he were to walk in right now would be
shocked that you had gathered here in

(Continued on page 2)
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his memory. He would probably ask
“why are you all here?” and made a
comment about not having anything
better to do. In place of an urn or a
vase, he would probably want his cre-
mated remains placed in a Tupperware
container.

He was a music lover with the most
eclectic sense of taste — jazz, classical,
show tunes, musicals, Jewish Klezmer,
the Village People, pop, and rock.

He was always reading and thinking
and asking questions and listening and
learning and discussing. He had an
insatiable appetite for learning and
travel. He loved to examine issues

page 2

from differing perspectives. He never
encountered a stranger, just unmet
friends. He was a son, a brother, an
uncle, a husband, a father, a neighbor,
a friend, a missionary, a teacher, a pro-
fessor, an accountant, a colleague,
and...the title he liked best, a grandpa.
He also loved his boxer, Duran, with
whom he walked, traveled, and played.
His “hairy half son” was the stealer of
his children's’ inheritance. He made a
lasting impact on the lives of those he
touched and will be missed and re-
membered.

My Dad’s last words to his wife before
his surgery were “take care of the dog
and pay the bills.”

Mark Roberts
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Probably most of our members never
knew Al Roberts. Those who did,
treasure him as a person, scholar,
leader, and friend. Al was very suc-
cessful in hosting the 2WCAH in At-
lanta in 1976. Al's great ability with
French solidified a strong relationship
with Ernest Stevelinck, the host of the
Ist WCAH in Brussels in 1970.

My favorite memory of Al was his
decision, along with Elliott Slocum, to
move the Raverta Tax Library from
storage in Atlanta to Ole Miss to form
the Accounting Tax History Research
Center. Al and Elliott did the transfer
as quickly as possible to save us all
sorts of estate problems in Georgia.

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES!

Richard Vangermeersch

IN MEMORY OF AL ROBERTS

Al Roberts was the second President
of the Academy and served for many
years as the Secretary. As such he
was the administrative backbone of
the organization for nearly two dec-
ades.

When he retired in the late 1990s, he
truly retired. I saw him only once or
twice since then and he seemed to
have enjoyed these ‘emeritus’ years
following his long service at Georgia
State and prior to that at Missouri. His
dissertation on Robert Montgomery
remains a biographical gem and his
contributions to the community of
accounting history will likely not be
surpassed.

He will be missed, and sorely so....

Gary Previts
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Academy Elects Officers, Trustees

The following are Officers elected for
2007:

President-Elect: Hiroshi Okano
(Osaka City University)
Vice-President I: Greg Waymire
(Emory University)
Vice-President I1: Barry Huff
(Deloitte & Touche)
Secretary: Stephanie Moussalli
(University of West Florida)
Treasurer: Jennifer Reynolds-Moehrle
(University of Missouri — St. Louis)
(re-election)

The following are Trustees elected for
the period 2007-2009:
Trustee I: Dale Flesher
(University of Mississippi)
(re-election)
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Trustee I1: Jonathan Glover
(Carnegie Mellon University )
Trustee II1: Yannick Lemarchand
(University of Nantes, France)
Trustee IV: Gary John Previts
(Case Western Reserve University )
(re-election)

For a complete list of current Officers
& Trustees, please visit the Academy's
website at:
http://accounting.rutgers.edu/raw/aah/

Nominating Committee Members:
Richard Fleischman
Dale Flesher
Sarah Holmes
Daniel Jensen (Chair)
Yannick Lemarchand
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12" WORLD CONGRESS OF ACCOUNTING

HISTORIANS
July 20-24, 2008, Istanbul — Turkey
CALL FOR PAPERS

12™ World Congress of Accounting Historians, the most recent of which was held
in Nantes, in France, in July 2006, will be held July 20-24, 2008 in Istanbul,
Turkey.

Istanbul, a fascinating city where two continents meet and many cultures have deep
roots, has hosted many civilizations as a capital city. It is adorned with historically
significant artifacts of the Byzantine and Ottoman civilizations. Istanbul, which is
the largest city in Turkey with a population of 15 million, is honored to host
individuals who are interested in accounting history. The attendees of the Congress
will have the opportunity to visit the historical sites and museums of the city.

The Congress will be held in Harbiye Military Museum and Cultural Center, which
is the biggest military museum in the Middle East. This Cultural Center is located in
one of the important centers of the city and is close to Taksim, the center of the
city's business, cultural and commercial life, surrounded by some of Europe's top
quality hotels. Several exhibitions are planned for the Congress. An exhibition of
documents concerning Ottoman Accounting Systems, which is unique with its
background of over 550 years, along with special collections of accounting history
and distinctive advertisements relevant to 100", 150™, 200" anniversaries of events
that influenced Ottoman Accounting Systems, will be among the items on exhibit.
Furthermore, 80" anniversary of Reforms of The Turkish Republic will be
commemorated within an exhibition of relevant documents in terms of its impacts
on accounting education and application.

Besides this, 2008 will be the 125" anniversary of the establishment of Marmara
University, which is the co-organizer of the congress. Marmara University is one of
the most prestigious universities in Turkey with 55,000 students, faculty and staff.
The University offers education in four languages. Association of Accounting and
Finance Academicians (AAFA), the other organizer of the congress, is a society
representing six hundred accounting and finance academicians from Turkish
universities.

The main theme of the Congress is: Accounting History and Culture: From the Past
to the Present. Papers are invited on any topic listed below:

- Accounting Methods Used Over the Centuries,

- Accounting in Ancient Empires, Civilizations and Religions,

- Development of Auditing Culture,

- Accounting Intellectuals and Practitioners,

- Enterprise and State Governance Related to Accounting,

- Financial Institutions: Banks, Stock Exchanges and Insurance Companies,
- Other subjects also will be considered.

(Continued on page 5)
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The fifth Accounting History International Conference
“Accounting in other places,
Accounting by other peoples”

The Banff Centre, Banff, Alberta, Canada

9-11 August 2007

Sponsored by: College of Commerce at the University of Saskatchewan
and
Accounting History Special Interest Group of the
Accounting and Finance Association of Australia and New Zealand

Conference papers will be accepted across a wide range of accounting history top-
ics, including those on the above theme, and a variety of methodological and theo-
retical perspectives. However, in signifying a conference theme, authors are en-
couraged to think about non-traditional topic areas and explore other places and
other peoples.

“Accounting in other places, Accounting by other peoples” would include such
topics as:
The professionalisation of accounting in the developing world;
The role of imperialism in spreading accounting practice;
Accounting history issues that interface with race, gender or culture; and
The role of accounting and accountants in non-business settings such as art and
music.

Conference information is available at the Conference website:
http://www.commerce.usask.ca/5SAHIC

Information about The Banff Centre is available at: http://www.banffcentre.ca

Inquires may be directed to the Conference Convenor, Nola Buhr of the University
of Saskatchewan, at the following e-mail address: nola.buhr@usask.ca
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12th World Congress (continued)

The official language of the conference is English. Papers should be submitted
electronically to the below e-mail address before January 15, 2008. The abstracts
should not be over 150 words.

Notifications of acceptance will be sent before March 15, 2008.

Dr. Oktay Giivemli

Congress Convenor

Muhasebe ve Finansman Ogretim Uyeleri Dernegi (MUFAD)

Halaskargazi Cad No: 265 D:14 Koza Apt. 34381 Osmanbey-Sisli Istanbul Tiirkiye
Tel: +90 212 248 19 36- 240 33 39  Fax: +90 212 231 01 69

E-mail: info@mufad.org

Web: www.mufad.org
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Call for Papers
Perspectives and Reflections on Accounting’s Past
in Europe

The world of accounting has never been monolingual. Indeed, across mainland
Europe, examinations of accounting’s past within specific countries or regions have
most frequently been published in languages other than English. Such contributions
are often not recognised when Anglo-American accounting scholars prepare guides,
which are intended to be useful and authoritative, on conducting and publishing ac-
counting history research. Sometimes the impression can be unintentionally given
that the history of accounting has taken place almost exclusively in English language
countries or, perhaps even more unintentionally, that work undertaken and prepared
in languages other than English is not of a suitable style or of sufficient quality for
“International” recognition. Such circumstances are unlikely to alter in at least the
near future as the English language continues to assume ascendency as the dominant
international language in this era of globalisation.

Today, within many European countries, accounting and other scholars, especially
young scholars, are being encouraged to publish in international refereed journals
which are highly prone to be published wholly in the English language. Such incen-
tives are often readily visible in national research assessment regimes which are be-
ing implemented in certain countries in mainland Europe. Accounting in Europe, of
course, has a long tradition, whereas accounting history studies set in the United
States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and New Zealand have typically fo-
cussed on developments in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Accordingly, this
special issue of Accounting History provides an opportunity for accounting scholars,
who are interested in accounting’s past in Europe, to broaden the English language
literature with studies which meet the editorial policies of the journal.

This special issue, scheduled to be published in 2008, seeks to augment the literature
in various ways. Submissions of original papers for this special thematic issue may
be concerned with enhancing historical knowledge through, for example, investiga-
tions on the following issues or topics:

« Traditions in accounting history research in Europe;

« European trends in accounting history research;

o Comparative international accounting history in Europe;

o Accounting institutions, accounting regulation and standard setting;
« Accounting in social institutions.

Intending contributors are encouraged to interpret this theme from diverse theoretical
and methodological perspectives in studies either within or across specific countries
or regions. Intending authors are strongly encouraged to contact the guest editor in
advance to discuss their proposed topics. Submissions should be written in English
and forwarded electronically, to the guest editor, by 31 August 2007.

Guest editors:  Angelo Riccaboni and Elena Giovannoni
Faculty of Economics, University of Siena, 53100 Siena, Italy
E-mail: riccaboni@unisi.it; giovannoniel@unisi.it
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ANNOUNCING
Financial Reporting and Global Capital
Markets
A History of the International Accounting
Standards Committee, 1973-2000

Kees Camfferman
Professor of Financial Accounting, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
Stephen A. Zeff
Herbert S. Autrey Professor of Accounting, Rice University

Standardization and harmonization of accounting practices is a fundamental
element of a global business environment. Achieving this is a complex
process that involves technical and political negotiation. The International
Accounting Standards Committee (IASC) was the organization that pio-
neered this process on a world-wide basis.

The IASC prepared the way for the International Accounting Standards
Board (IASB) and its International Financial Reporting Standards, which
since 2005 have held the dominant influence over the financial reporting of
thousands of listed companies in the European Union, as well as in many
other countries.

The forces and influences that shaped the formation of the IASB were inti-
mately connected with the historical organization and operation of its prede-
cessor, the IASC, and so to understand the standards enforced in financial
reporting today, a historical understanding of the IASC is required. This
book examines the history of the IASC from 1973 to 2000, including its
foundation, operation, changing membership and leadership, achievements
and setbacks, the development of its standards, and its restructuring leading
up to the creation of the IASB in 2001.

The book also studies the impact of the IASC’s standards on national stan-
dard setting and on accounting practice in developed and developing coun-
tries, as well as the impact on the IASC of the policies and positions of the
UN, the OECD, the US Securities and Exchange Commission, the Interna-
tional Organization of Securities Commissions, and the European Commis-
sion. It will be of vital interest to all concerned with accounting develop-
ments in a global environment, be they academics, policy-makers, or pro-
fessionals.

Available from Oxford University Press
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THE ACADEMY OF ACCOUNTING HISTORIANS
2007 VANGERMEERSCH MANUSCRIPT AWARD

In 1988, The Academy of Accounting Historians established an annual
manuscript award to encourage scholars new to the field to pursue histori-
cal research. An historical manuscript on any aspect of the field of account-
ing, broadly defined, is appropriate for submission.

ELIGIBILITY AND
GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSIONS

Any accounting faculty member, who holds a full-time appointment and
who received his/her masters/doctorate within seven years previous to the
date of submission, is eligible to be considered for this award. Coauthored
manuscripts will be considered (if at least one coauthor received his/her
master/doctorate within the last seven years). Manuscripts must conform to
the style requirements of the Accounting Historians Journal. Previously
published manuscripts or manuscripts under review are not eligible for con-
sideration.

Each manuscript should be submitted by June 15, 2007 in a Word file as
an e-mail attachment to the chair of the Vangermeersch Manuscript Award
Committee, Professor John Richard Edwards (edwardsjr@cardiff.ac.uk).

A cover letter, indicating the author’s mailing address, the date of the
award of the masters/doctoral degree, and a statement that the manuscript
has not been published or is not currently being considered for publication
should be included in the submission packet.

REVIEW PROCESS AND AWARD

The Vangermeersch Manuscript Award Committee will evaluate submitted
manuscripts on a blind-review basis and select one recipient each year. The
author will receive a $1,000 (U.S.) stipend and a plaque to recognize his/
her outstanding achievement in historical research. In the case of co-
authored manuscripts, only the junior faculty member(s) will receive
prizes. The winning manuscript will be published in the Accounting Histo-
rians Journal after an appropriate review. The award will be given annu-
ally unless the Manuscript Award Committee determines that no submis-
sion warrants recognition as an outstanding manuscript.
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