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Physical Plant Department 
Director Ashton Pearson, who 
emailed all the department’s 
employees a letter concern-
ing social media posts, said 
he felt obligated to send the 
letter after being told of  his 
employee’s behavior and that 
he consulted an administrator 
and an athletics official before 
sending it.

The letter was emailed fol-
lowing the Ole Miss football 
victory over LSU on Oct. 
19. The letter from Pearson 
chastised an unnamed physi-
cal plant employee who had 
posted support for LSU using 
social media while working 
on the sidelines at the game. 
The letter said that while 
the university cannot dictate 
which teams employees may 
support, if  employees cannot 
support Ole Miss, they should 
“remain neutral and without 
comment.”

“Under no circumstances 
do I, or any member of  my 
staff, monitor another em-
ployee’s social media accounts 
or emails,” Pearson said in an 
email this week to The Daily 
Mississippian, in answer to 
questions. “However, when 
posts made by one of  my staff  
are brought to my attention, 
I am obligated to address 
them.”

Pearson said that the con-
cern was not employee alle-

giance, but a personnel issue 
concerning individual job 
performance.

“This was simply a case of  
an employee not giving their 
undivided attention to a job 
for which they were hired to 
do,” Pearson said. “The em-
ployee was observed by an 
athletics administration offi-

cial posting to a social media 
site while actively engaged in 
performing their role in sup-
port of  an athletic event.”

Danny Blanton, director of  
public relations at the uni-
versity, said the problem is 
not with making social media 
posts.

“This issue is not about so-

cial media,” Blanton said. “It 
is about employee conduct 
while they are on the clock 
and gameday responsibili-
ties.”

Before he sent the letter, 
Pearson said he deliberated 
with an administrator and the 
athletics department.

“After discussing this with 

the athletics official and a 
university administrator, it 
seemed necessary to write a 
memo advising my staff  that, 
while on the clock, they are 
expected to perform their as-
signed duties and not engag-
ing in distracting activities,” 
Pearson said. “Also, when 
someone is paid to perform 
a job, it is a reasonable ex-
pectation to suggest that they 
remain cognizant of  their en-
vironment when representing 
their employer. As the memo 
clearly stated, the university 
will never dictate which sport-
ing teams a person can sup-
port or cheer for.”

The letter has stirred con-
troversy on campus and re-
ceived attention from national 
media. The Daily Mississip-
pian contacted a number of  
physical plant employees but 
they declined to comment.

Although many people have 
been outspoken about the in-
cident, John Neff, director 
of  the university’s Center for 
Civil War Research and an 
associate professor of  history, 
has been particularly vocal, 
articulating several concerns 
that he has regarding the let-
ter.

“My first concern about the 
letter is that Pearson claims 
the support of  administra-
tion,” Neff  said. “He does not 
name who that administrator 
is, and he does not give us any 
sense of  it. If  I were in ad-
ministration, I think I would 

Physical plant director defends letter

Grove holding up well after successive weeks of football 

KATIE WILLIAMSON | The Daily Mississippian

UM Physical Plant Thursday night.

BY ADAM GANUCHEAU & 
GRANT BEEBE
dmeditor@gmail.com 

The Grove is the hub of  The 
University of  Mississippi’s foot-
ball game mania as fans spend 
hours upon hours in the stretch 
of  grass and towering trees by 
the hundreds, stomping their way 
from tent to tent.

Despite the high Grove traffic 
from three home games in a row, 
the condition of  the Grove does 
not seem to have been unusu-
ally affected, according to Denise 
Hill, superintendent of  Land-

scape Services.
“The Grove looks about the 

same as it does every year this 
time of  year,” Hill said. “It always 
depends on the amount of  rain 
we get.”

Biology senior Alexandra 
Wood walks through the Grove a 
few times a day.

“I think the Grove looks better 
this year than it has any of  the 
other years I have been here at 
Ole Miss,” Wood said.

Aleely, one of  the landscaping 
crew members who work on the 

Grove throughout the year, said 
the crew is focused on the leaves 
falling due to the season change 
since the ground is unsalvageable 
this far into the season. 

“Right now, all we are mostly 
taking care of  is blowing leaves 
off  the pathways,” he said of  the 
current maintenance required to 
keep the Grove in shape. “There 
is not a whole lot we can do to 
help the land recover after a game 
in a few days.”

Aleely said the landscaping 

BY AMINA AL SHERIF
aalsher@go.olemiss.edu

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY KATIE WILLIAMSON| The Daily Mississippian
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With the increasing popu-
larity of  the social media plat-
form known as Twitter, we’ve 
seen a growth in use of  the 
term “anon,” which is sim-
ply short for anonymous (just 
covering all of  my bases here). 
We’ve seen countless accounts 
that wish to show us how to 
dress in a “classy” manner, 
how to be a gent, how to mis-
use the word “parody” in or-
der to gain followers, and on, 
and on, and on.

Sure, these accounts sound 
like a good idea at the time, 
but when you use them to cov-
er up the fact that you have 
virtually no followers on your 
personal account and your 
personality is about as stale 
as that Taco Bell quesadilla 
you left on your counter last 
Friday night, then you kind of  

run your good idea into the 
ground. 

First, let’s address the issue 
of  these kids (almost always 
high schoolers) who think 
they’re personifying the South 
because of  their “classy” 
dress. No, you mixing a but-
ton-down Polo and a bow tie 
doesn’t mean you have style 
or class. It simply means you 
are unoriginal and mimic 
everything you see other ac-
counts do in order to achieve 
Twitter celebrity and validate 
your low self-esteem.

As far as having class goes, 
how are your tweets about 
sweet tea and bow ties letting 
me know you are classy? I 
need to see receipts and proof. 
Most of  these accounts never 
even offer us a “pic slip,” or, 
in everyday language, a pic-
ture letting us know we aren’t 
being catfished. Who wants 
to keep up with a spoiled brat 

whose mother and father buys 
all of  their semi-expensive 
clothes (supposedly)? “Not I,” 
said the cat.

Another trend in anony-
mous accounts are those who 
seek to mimic the success of  
Ole Miss Problems. I person-
ally know the person behind 
this account, and I think they 
do a great job at the whole 
“anonymous tweeting game.”

Having an anonymous 
Twitter account doesn’t give 
you the right to attack others 
with your trashy comments 
and lack of  common sense. 
Last year, I had the misfor-
tune of  being pulled into a 
Twitter feud with some anon-
ymous account that used the 
Grove for followers, and their 
lack of  wit and logic almost 
dumbfounded me. Mostly 
anyone who runs some type 
of  douchebag account like 
this has the IQ of  a goat, I’m 

convinced.
If  you run an anonymous 

Twitter account and you don’t 
have the guts to insult and at-
tack people on your personal 
account, please spare us the 
pain of  looking at your stu-
pidity broadcasted across 
the Internet. I don’t need an 
anonymous Twitter to call 
anyone out on their stupidity, 
and neither should you. Be-
fore you create an anonymous 
Twitter in the hopes of  having 
your poor grammar and ter-
rible advice retweeted across 
the Twittersphere, don’t.

Carl Case is a senior psychol-
ogy and Spanish double major from 
Brookhaven.

COLUMN

Twitter anonymity fosters stupidity
BY: CARL CASE
cicase@go.olemiss.edu
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  Last week, Jon Stewart’s 
“The Daily Show” had an in-
teresting contest between Ala-
bama and Mississippi. The 
competition was to see which 
state could be the most homo-
phobic toward a “fake” gay 
couple that was being filmed by 
Stewart’s crew.

However, the show took an 
interesting turn when Alabam-
ans had no reactions to two men 
holding hands in downtown 
Birmingham. In fact, one man 
even approached the “couple” 
and said, “Y’all are the most 
punk rock gay couple I’ve ever 
seen in my life, dude. That’s 
cool as (expletive), man,” offer-
ing a fist bump to each member 
of  the couple.

The couple got treated simi-
larly by a photo booth worker 
at the Mississippi State Fair. 
So what does this mean? Are 
Mississippi and Alabama pro-
gressive on gay rights? Hardly. 
Although “The Daily Show” 
segment was hilarious (I en-
courage you to watch it), it 
doesn’t accurately portray the 
climate toward LGBT folks in 
the two featured states.

Mississippi in particular has a 
troubled history with gay rights. 
According to CNN data, Mis-
sissippi voters in 2004 passed 
an amendment to the state 
constitution banning same-sex 
marriage. An overwhelming 86 
percent of  voters approved the 
discriminatory measure. What 
were the consequences? Ac-
cording to Williams Institute 
analysis of  the 2010 Census, 
there are 3,484 same-sex cou-

ples in the state that are pro-
hibited from marrying. I would 
guess that number is only grow-
ing.

The good news is that support 
for marriage equality is grow-
ing in our state. Recent polling 
from the Williams Institute sug-
gests that 34 percent of  Missis-
sippians support same-sex mar-
riage. The trend is similar but 
once again strides behind the 
national curve. But if  we want 
any progress on gay rights in 
this state, we must elect public 
officials who are compassionate 
and supportive of  the LGBT 
community as a whole.

  Unfortunately, elected Mis-
sissippi officials have shown 
hostility toward the LGBT 
community in their words and 
actions. Gov. Phil Bryant is cur-
rently ordering the Mississippi 
National Guard to defy U.S. 
Secretary of  Defense Chuck 
Hagel’s order that states pro-
vide ID cards to allow same-sex 
spouses of  military members to 
claim benefits. Gov. Bryant and 
the Mississippi National Guard 
insist they are following the 
Mississippi Constitution, ap-
parently unaware of  the most 
fundamental principle of  Unit-
ed States government: federal 
law trumps state law if  the two 
conflict.

  Why is Gov. Bryant going 
out of  his way to make life 
harder for gay people in Mis-
sissippi? His mean-spirited ob-
struction not only defies the 
United States Constitution, the 
Supreme Court ruling in Unit-
ed States v. Windsor and his 
oath of  office, but also has real-
life consequences for same-sex 
couples in this state.

Both Sen. Thad Cochran 
and Sen. Roger Wicker voted 
against the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, which — 
if  passed by the House — will 
protect LGBT individuals from 
being fired due to their sexual 
orientation or gender iden-
tity. The bill even included a 
broad exemption for religious 
institutions. But apparently 
that wasn’t enough. Do Sens. 
Wicker and Cochran think it’s 
acceptable to fire an employee 
based on race? One doesn’t 
choose his or her sexual ori-
entation, just as one doesn’t 
choose his or her race. Race 
is protected under workplace 
discrimination laws, and sexual 
orientation should be as well. 

Mississippi has undoubtedly 
made progress toward greater 
acceptance of  LGBT residents 
of  our state. But that progress 
now has to translate into poli-
cy. We need to elect senators, 
representatives, governors and 
mayors who believe in equality 
and fairness for all Mississip-
pians. We need to repeal our 
amendment to the Mississippi 
Constitution that banned the 
freedom to marry. We need to 
legalize gay adoption because 
same-sex couples can raise a 
family just as a heterosexual 
couple can.

  I hope I’m alive to see the 
day we all have the freedom 
to marry who we love in Mis-
sissippi. The Hospitality State 
should be hospitable for LGBT 
folks, too.

Sean Higgins is a junior political 
science major from Brookings, S.D.

Mississippi and LGBT 
rights: A journey

COLUMN

BY: SEAN HIGGINS
smhiggin@go.olemiss.edu
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The Voice of Ole Miss

Correction 
The feature “Thacker Moun-

tain Radio hosted in the Lyric 
tonight” in yesterday’s Daily 
Mississippian was attributed 
to the wrong writer. The story 
was written by Lauren Shatto. 

The women’s basketball photo 
in yesterday’s Daily Mississip-
pian was also incorrectly attrib-
uted. The photo was taken by 
Thomas Graning.

NewsWatch at 5 p.m.  
Mon. - Fri. on Channel 99
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be concerned that what-
ever ideas are being talked 
about are being attributed to 
them.”

Neff  said the impacts of  
regulating individual expres-
sion are far-reaching.

“Pearson is legitimately 
able as a supervisor to try 
and control employee behav-
ior while on the clock, and 
if  the letter had been writ-
ten to say, ‘Don’t do this on 
the job,’ we’d be done,” Neff  
said. “There just isn’t any 
room for any administrator 
anywhere to have that kind 
of  influence or control over 
their employees. Their con-
trol extends to the job being 
done and does not extend to 
what you think, how you feel, 
who you cheer for or what 
you are interested in sup-
porting.”

Blanton said the issue is 

limited to the physical plant 
and its employees and sup-
ports Pearson’s position of  
authority over his depart-
ment.

“What needs to be empha-
sized is that these are inter-
nal guidelines issued by the 
director of  a department to 
staff,” Blanton said. “I have 
internal guidelines for my 
staff, and while it does not 
make them university policy, 
they indicate how I want my 
employees to conduct them-
selves to represent The Uni-
versity of  Mississippi’s Public 
Relations department.” 

Blanton said the adminis-
tration is not implicated in 
this issue.

“It is not that the university 
administration is leveraging 
anything on this, as this only 
applies to physical plant em-
ployees who are on the clock 
on gamedays,” Blanton said. 
“It simply does not apply to 
anyone else.”

REACTION, 
continued from page 1

crew comes in to work on the 
Grove and the peripheral areas 
seven days a week due to the high 
concentration of  home football 
games in six weeks this season, 
working one to two hours each 
shift.

On Monday, six landscapers 
accompanied Aleely in working 
on the Grove to prepare for this 
weekend’s game against Arkan-
sas.

“A crew comes in on the week-
end every Saturday night and 
Sunday to clean the Grove after 
the games, and sometimes they 
come in Monday, too,” Hill said.

Although the work seems to 
increase during football games 
to keep the Grove in shape, Hill 
said that the upkeep of  the Grove 
stays about the same throughout 
the year. But that can change 
quickly, according to Aleely, who 
said the weather is the biggest ob-
stacle keeping the Grove from be-
ing in pristine shape.  

“The wet weather is the biggest 
challenge for us,” Aleely said.

Hill said that due to the com-
bination of  wet weather and high 
use of  the Grove, the crew’s main 
focus is to keep holes that form in 
the Grove filled to avoid trip haz-
ards.

Most recently, the Grove has 
been covered with straw in cer-

tain areas. According to Aleely, 
fans use straw to line their tents in 
an attempt to reduce the negative 
effects of  a wet gameday.

Although the straw is there to 
help keep the Grove in good con-
dition, Wood said she does not 
like the way the straw looks on 
gameday.

“Rain is so much worse than 
cold on gamedays,” Wood said. 
“The straw helps with the mud-
diness, but I think it makes the 
Grove look worse.”

Aleely and the landscaping 
crew will begin rehabilitating the 
Grove after the Grove Bowl.

“When football season is done 
in the early spring, we will scrape 
the Grove, punch holes to aerate 
the soil, then beginning planting 
new grass seeds,” Aleely said.

Hill said the work on the Grove 
will continue at the same rate, and 
the seeding process will lead to a 
lush, grassy Grove for the spring.

FILE PHOTO (TYLER JACKSON) | The Daily Mississippian

Straw is used in the Grove to reduce the effects of wet weather.

GROVE, 
continued from page 1

Stop Driving 
while texting.

Stay aware.
Save a life.
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This month the Southside 
Gallery is featuring work by 
Carlyle Wolfe and Drew Gal-
loway. Both exhibits are in-
spired almost exclusively by 
the natural world.

Wolfe is an Oxford native 
and adjunct professor of  art 
at The University of  Missis-
sippi. Her work is described 
as having a poetic nature. Her 
exhibit, titled “Until the Day 
Breathes … ,” presents water-
colors based on color studies 
done on mornings throughout 
the year.

“My paintings and works on 
paper are about awareness of  
the natural world — becom-
ing progressively, cyclically 
more present to its rhythms, 
gaining deeper understanding 
of  its design and acquiring di-
rect experiential knowledge of  
its mysterious beauty,” Wolfe 
said.

Galloway is a native of  Bir-
mingham, Ala. His exhibit 
features rural landscapes and 
natural scenery and consists of  
oil paint on collaged metal and 
other reclaimed materials. 

“Almost exclusively I go 
back to the same place and re-
examine it in different seasons, 
Galloway said. “Usually I have 
a connection to the place, a 
creek where my child likes to 
play or a creek where I grew 
up playing myself. That way I 
have some sort of  connection 
and that helps me tolerate the 
40 hours to complete one of  
the paintings.”

Wolfe explains her work as 
beginning “quietly in drawing 
from observation. Outside the 
little house where I live, I gath-
er various blooms and branch-
es to draw — begonias, hy-
drangeas, zinnias, pink ladies, 
oak leaves, quince, camellias, 

lavender, lily of  the valley ...” 
She creates line drawings 

and silhouettes that she cuts 
out of  printed papers. The sil-
houettes are used as stencils, 
“for monotypes or paintings, 
or independently in site-spe-
cific installations,” she said. 
“Whole bodies of  paintings 
and works on paper are devel-
oped simultaneously.” 

Wolfe’s focus on light, time 
and space “attempts to allego-
rize many moments into one 
composition” according to 
Will Cook, manager of  South-
side Gallery.

“In the paintings, I use the 

same silhouette shapes to de-
scribe individual forms, but I 
also investigate times, seasons, 
weather conditions and shad-
ows by referencing abiding ob-
servations of  light and color,” 
Wolfe said.

Galloway views painting the 
way a writer looks at a blank 
piece of  paper. He said it 
“can be intimidating but when 
something around has some 
kind of  intrinsic beauty to it, 
it is easier to begin painting. 
I feel like I am collaborating 
with the material.” 

Galloway said he appreci-
ates things that have a little bit 

of  age and character to them 
because it is easier to start 
painting when there is some 
beauty already there.

Galloway has several large 
paintings in the Southside ex-
hibit and a series of  smaller 
paintings that he called “vi-
gnettes.”

“They were paintings that 
I did for myself  as studies,” 
he said. “They were memen-
tos. Now I have enough (me-
mentos) that I thought other 
people would be interested in 
them too.”

Galloway said he tries to de-
pict beauty that is often over-

looked.
“I try to capture the beau-

ty in your backyard that 
most people ignore,” he said. 
“Sometimes the most beautiful 
places are the memories you 
have as a child that you miss. 
As an adult I go back – I do 
now what I did as a 7-year-old. 
It is like a full circle.”

The gallery hosts recep-
tions as opportunities for art-
ists to visit with fans and the 
local community. The Wolfe 
and Galloway reception will 
be held today from 6:30-8:30 
p.m.

Wake of Nature at the Southside Gallery
BY JOANIE SANDERS

jgsander@go.olemiss.edu

Southeastern Comedy Arts Festival held at the Powerhouse this 

If  you are the type to watch 
stand-up comedy on Netflix, 
it is time to turn the televi-
sion off  and head to the Pow-
erhouse for the Southeastern 
Comedy Arts Festival this 
weekend.

The festival is sponsored 
by the Southeastern Comedy 
Arts Alliance, the Powerhouse 
Community Arts Center and 
the Yoknapatawpha Arts 
Council.

“The Southeastern Comedy 
Arts Festival is a yearly gath-
ering of  comedians through-
out the area to perform and 
learn the craft of  comedy 
through standup, improv and 
workshops,” said Bruce But-

ler, director of  the festival 
and director of  improvisation 
group Laff  Co. 

The workshops are held 
from 10 a.m. to noon and 
1-3 p.m. on Saturday. They 
include a character build-
ing workshop, “Improv 101” 
and “From Practice to Per-
formance,” which teaches 
how to take half-formed ideas 
from rehearsal and flesh them 
out to a performance-ready 
sketch, according to Laff  Co. 
member Brian Spurlock.

In addition to the work-
shops, there will be two live 
shows on Saturday: an improv 
showcase at 7 p.m. and the 
Blue Revue Adult Comedy 
Show at 9 p.m. Both are open 
to the public and tickets are 
available at the door for $10 

each or $15 for both.
Laff  Co. is an Oxford-based 

group that has been perform-
ing since 2004 and was re-
cently selected to be a part of  
the Mississippi Arts Commis-
sion’s 2013-14 Artist Roster.

Spurlock, senior biology 
and chemistry major, has 
been a part of  Laff  Co. for 
four years and is excited for 
students and Oxford residents 
to experience the troupe’s 
performances.

“I always have a great time 
at rehearsal and during per-
formances. Everyone in the 
troupe is funny individually, 
so it’s always a blast to hang 
out with them,” Spurlock said. 
“I recommend coming to see 
at least one of  the shows be-
cause of  the breadth of  talent 

that will be on stage.”
That talent includes new-

comers like the Misfit Mon-
keys of  Jackson, Pants Op-
tional Improv of  Hattiesburg 

and the Longshot Theatre 
Company of  Gulfport as well 
as returners the Stage Mon-
keys of  Hattiesburg, Cult of  

KATIE WILLIAMSON | The Daily Mississippian

Carlyle Wolfe’s art hangs on the walls of Southside Gallery on the Square Thursday. 

BY CASEY HOLLIDAY
cahollid@go.olemiss.edu

COURTESY OF LAFF CO.

Members of Laff Co. performing at the Powerhouse. 

See COMEDY PAGE 6
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GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT!

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 27

Tickets On Sale Today, Friday, Nov. 8 at 10AM

• TICKETMASTER.COM • ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS

• CHARGE BY PHONE AT 800.745.3000
:   A N O T H E R   B E A V E R   P R O D U C T I O N  :

M E M P H I S

35878

12 Years a Slave (R) 
Fri-Thurs 1:00, 1:45, 4:00, 4:45, 
7:05, 7:45, 10:00

Captain Phillips (PG13) 
Fri-Thurs 1:05, 4:05, 7:00, 9:55

Carrie (R) 
Fri-Thurs 1:10, 4:05, 7:05, 9:25

The Counselor (R) 
Fri-Thurs 1:25, 4:25, 7:25, 9:55

Ender’s Game (PG13) 
Fri-Thurs 1:05, 3:30, 7:10, 9:50

Jackass Presents: 
Bad Grandpa (R) 
Fri-Thurs 1:35, 4:35, 7:30, 9:45

Last Vegas (PG13) 
Fri-Thurs 1:15, 4:10, 7:15, 9:40

35906

Baggage Claim (PG13) 
Fri-Thurs 1:20, 4:20, 7:25, 9:40
Tues 1:20, 4:20, 9:40

Cloudy With a Chance of 
Meatballs 2 (PG) 
Fri-Thurs 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 9:25
Escape Plan (R) 
Fri-Thurs 1:15, 4:25, 7:25, 10:00

3-D Free Birds (PG) 
Fri-Thurs 1:20, 4:20

Free Birds (Non 3-D) (PG) 
Fri-Thurs 1:00, 4:00, 7:05, 9:15

3-D Gravity (PG13) 
Fri-Thurs 1:45, 10:00

Gravity (Non 3-D) (PG13) 
Fri-Thurs 4:45, 7:45

3-D Thor: The Dark World 
(PG13) 
Fri-Thurs 1:25, 4:30, 7:20, 10:00

Thor: The Dark World 
(Non 3-D) (PG13) 
Fri-Thurs 1:05, 4:05, 7:00, 
7:50, 9:35
Ole Miss Japanese 
Film Festival 
Tues 7:00

662-550-2199

35843

Oxford endangers animals/mascots

An alternative mix of what 
you already love and what 

you are GOING to love!

MON
DAYS

ITUP
M X

92.1 FM

Mondays 
7-9 pm

Tune into 92.1 Rebel Radio to hear

Funky Fridays!
When:
1-3pm Every Friday

DJ’s:
Free Willy & Ryan Cook

Let us take you to

FUNKY 
TOWN

Stage Monkey from Lafayette, 
La. and two groups from Tu-
pelo, West of  Shake Rag and 
Stranger, Are You Smiling?

King Kobraz, the Oxford 
music group most known for 
their song “Feed Moncrief,” 
will provide music. 

“There are very new and 
very old improv groups full 
of  talented people whose sole 
job on that stage is to work 
with their team and make 
you laugh,” Spurlock said. “It 

should be a great show.”
Overall, eight improv 

groups and six stand-up co-
medians will be performing 
this year.

“Laff  Co. will be closing the 
event and will push the limits 
of  their comedic talents by 
premiering new games that 
are sure to put a smile on the 
face of  every audience mem-
ber,” Butler said. 

The Powerhouse is locat-
ed at 413 South 14th Street. 
More information on the 
Southeastern Comedy Arts 
Festival can be found on the 
Facebook event page. 

COMEDY, 
continued from page 5

KATIE WILLIAMSON| The Daily Mississippian

BY KATIE WILLIAMSON
thekatiewilliamson@gmail.com

COLUMN

Oxford is gearing up for another 
glorious football game this Satur-
day. Across the Square and cam-
pus, fans are showing their support 
for the Rebels by creating illustra-
tions of  caging the Razorbacks or 
roasting the hogs.

Although the cartoons seem to 
be well-intentioned, it is easy to for-
get the plight of  the wild hogs that 
we have so vulgarly defaced. The 
boar is currently one of  the most 
prevalent land mammals, but with 
the increasingly slanderous images 
shown throughout the town, we 
may see a decline or perhaps ex-
tinction of  nature’s cuddly pigs in 
our area.

Bullying is a problem that has 
not just affected the hogs in Ox-
ford; bulldogs, tigers and even 
longhorns have been subjected to 
the unbridled harassment of  cruel 
Ole Miss fans. Next time, I hope 
you will take a moment to reflect 
before you feel the need to bash 
one of  God’s beautiful creatures in 
the name of  football.

It may be too late for the hogs 
in this area, but with the help and 
support of  viewers like you, we 
can preserve the rest of  our wild 
critters, like the nearly extinct and 
downtrodden Trojans that roam to 

our east. 
Thank you and have a wonder-

ful weekend.
Katie Williamson is a senior art and 

journalism dual-degree from Oxford. Fol-
low her on Twitter @kc_williamson.

Chalk drawing on the Oxford Square on Thursday. 

Hey You!

Read The Daily Mississippian 
 in print and online.

Make the most of each day.

When Hugh Freeze took over 

as head coach at Ole Miss, he 

said he had to get the Rebels out 

of the wilderness. Freeze said he 

had to get his team to be com-

petitive week in and week out 

in the SEC and recruit at a high 

level. 
This past season, Ole Miss 

and Freeze accomplished part 

one, going 7-6 in his fi rst sea-

son. On Wednesday, he com-

pleted the second part, landing 

23 prospects that garnered the 

Rebels a spot in the top 10 in all 

four major recruiting services’ 

class rankings, including the No. 

2 recruiting class on 247sports.

com and No. 5 class on ESPN 

– the best rankings in program 

history.

This year’s class is highlighted 

by four fi ve-star signees – defen-

sive end Robert Nkemdiche, 

offensive tackle Laremy Tunsil, 

safety Antonio Conner and wide 

receiver Laquon Treadwell. Ole 

Miss also had six four-star re-

cruits to help bolster the class to 

a place a Rebel recruiting class 

has never gone.

“Obviously we are thrilled 

today,” Ole Miss head coach 

Hugh Freeze said. “I just left 

the Quarterback Club meeting, 

and to just see the passion and 

energy of the Ole Miss people, 

we take a great sense of pride in 

knowing that we can bring joy 

to the Rebel faithful. 

“It was thrilling to obviously 

fi nish strong today and the year-

long plan that we had.”

Freeze and his staff’s year-

long plan appeared to be just 

the right thing to land their de-

sired targets, and he had noth-

ing but praise for his staff on the 

job they did in the recruiting 

process. However, a little added 

assistance from players did not 

go unnoticed by the head coach.

“Our staff, who I think we 

have some of the rising stars 

in this profession, and the way 

See RECRUITING, PAGE 9
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recruiting class5-Star studded

Ole Miss put together its best-ranked recruiting class in program history Wednesday, putting it in the top 10 of all four major recruiting services’ class rankings, 

including a No. 2 fi nish, according to 247Sports.com.

by MaTT SIGLeR

mcsigler@olemiss.edu
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35909

1300 Van Buren

Suite 110, High Cotton

P.O. Box 1820

Oxford, MS 38655 

• Criminal Defense

• DUI Defense

• Drug Related Charges

• Expungements

35896

salford@swayzealfordlaw.com

Coming off  of  a win over 
Mississippi State on Wednes-
day night, the Ole Miss vol-
leyball team will look for its 
second straight win as it trav-
els to take on the Tennessee 
Volunteers tonight at 6 p.m.

This will be the second 
matchup of  the season be-
tween Ole Miss (12-12, 2-9 
Southeastern Conference) 
and Tennessee (9-16, 1-10 
SEC). The Rebels knocked 
off  Tennessee 3-1 back in Oc-
tober. 

Tennessee enters the match 
last in the SEC standings, 
while Ole Miss is tied for 
11th. The Volunteers have 
struggled offensively this sea-
son as they have the lowest 
hitting percentage in the SEC 
at .160. They are the only 
team in the conference hitting 
below .200. 

Tennessee also has the few-
est assists (10.91) and kills 
(11.79) per set in the SEC. 
Ole Miss is second to last in 
both categories. 

Led by Ellen Mullins, Ten-
nessee leads the SEC in digs 
per set with 18.21 per set. 
Mullins, who leads the SEC, 
averages 5.99 digs per set.

Ole Miss enters the game 
with its offense on an upswing. 
They have had six sets in their 
last three matches with hitting 
percentages over .300. For the 
season, Ole Miss is hitting just 
.221, eighth in the SEC.

Sophomore Nakeyta Clair 
has raised her hitting percent-
age over the past three match-
es. Against Mississippi State, 
Clair had a career-high 19 
kills and a hitting percentage 
of  .536. Her season hitting 
percentage is now at .314, 
15th in the SEC.

In the first meeting with 
Tennessee, freshman setter 
Aubrey Edie had a career-
high 48 assists. Edie is ninth 
in the SEC with 9.09 assists 
per set and had 42 against 
Mississippi State on Wednes-
day.

Ole Miss improved its dig-
ging against Mississippi State, 
as three players reached dou-
ble figures in digs. Edie had 
12, which gave her a fifth 
double-double on the season, 
senior Kara Morgan had 14 
digs and junior libero Cara 
Fisher had a career-high 17 
digs.

Freshman Kristen Brashear 
and sophomore Evan St. Lau-
rent combined for 13 more 
digs, as Ole Miss had 16.5 
digs per set against Mississip-
pi State. Ole Miss is last in the 
SEC at 12.66 digs per set; an 
average of  16.5 would rank 
third in the SEC.

Ole Miss will then return 
home on Sunday, which will 
be its fifth game in 10 days, 
to take on Texas A&M (11-10, 
3-7 SEC). 

Ole Miss will look to contin-
ue its recent offensive success, 
as Texas A&M is allowing the 
highest hitting percentage in 
the SEC at .222. However, 
freshman Jazzmin Babers 
will be the biggest defensive 
obstacle for Ole Miss. She is 
second in the SEC with 1.23 
blocks per set. 

Ole Miss and Texas A&M 
will play at 1:30 p.m. Sunday 
in the Gillom Center. Two 
wins on the weekend could 
move Ole Miss as high as 
eighth in the SEC standings.

For continuing coverage of  Ole 
Miss volleyball, follow @Ty-
ler_RSR and @thedm_sports on 
Twitter.

Volleyball looks to move up SEC standings
BY TYLER BISCHOFF

tfbischo@go.olemiss.edu

FILE PHOTO (QUENTIN WINSTINE) | The Daily Mississippian

The Ole Miss volleyball team celebrates together after winning a point during a match against Kennesaw State on Friday, September 6, 2013.
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10 LARGE SLICES
PICK-UP ONLY

THE 
BIG DEAL

OPEN LATE

$550

1603 W JACKSON AVE, OXFORD 35398

We offer luxury two bedroom/
two bath apartment homes 

that come fully equipped with:

Located on Old Taylor Road, Oxford, MS 38655

(662) 
234-8718

 •  Two Swimming Pools
 • Tennis Courts
 • Walking Trail

•  24-hour Fitness Center
• Grand Clubhouse
• Tanning Beds

• Washer and Dryer, Dishwasher
• Garbage Disposal
• Refrigerator with Ice Maker
• Built-in Microwave
• Stainless Steel Appliances
• Ceiling Fans
• 9 ft. Ceiling with Crown Molding
• Tile & Plank Flooring
• Over 1180 Square Feet Heated
• Two Full Baths
• Walk-in Closets, Outside Storage

  
35

84
9

Now Leasing  
BRAND NEW APARTMENTS 

Call  
for prices

Rent Includes:
• Basic Cable 
• Internet Access

• Water
• Trash

Amenities:

NewsWatch at 5 p.m.  
Mon. - Fri. on Channel 99

Garfield By Jim davis

The fusco BroThers By J.c. duffy

NoN sequiTur By Wiley

dilBerT By scoTT adams

dooNesBury By Garry Trudeau

SUDOKU©  
Puzzles by KrazyDad

HOW TO PLAY

Complete the grid so that 
every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 with no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #2
Intermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 7

If an em
ergency strikes, a m

an should be able to leave his hom
e w

ith nothing
m

ore than the clothes on his back w
ithout feeling that he has left som

ething
behind.

-- H
enry D

avid Thoreau

4 6 1
2 3

7 1 6 9
1 4 9

2 6 7
1 9 5 8
3 4
7 9 1

AnswersIntermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 7
Sudoku #1
751926

36175
8456317
645378
129487356
381249

1723564
54893

891527

843

2489

92

291

765

98

6271

436

Sudoku #2
935728
6519874
28435
835762
579432618
498135

27634
6581927
483256

461

23

7169

149

267

1958

34

791

Sudoku #3
192478
7683954
34712

958423
835921647

126379
51926
2641839

736258

563

21

8956

671

485

8374

57

941

Sudoku #4
41367

6384725
579342
793518
152846973

872941
471568

3184725
82691

2958

19

168

426

365

239

96

5734

Sudoku #5
81345

397826
16492387
8739146
42865
9561723
28793514

137298
49867

7269

451

5

25

3197

48

6

645

5132

Sudoku #6
493261
1749832
523648

5892613
361529

9435187
671983
9278345
836427

857

65

179

74

874

26

425

16

591

Sudoku #7
356247

4153792
269158
1632578
84162

2967413
692381

1278465
751923

981

86

743

49

7395

58

457

39

864

Sudoku #8
317896

65413798
9432
7192485

6215743
4936871

3574
18749523

653218

245

2

78651

36

89

52

28196

6

497

INTERMEDIATE
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35842

(662) 281-9933 • 662 Hwy 7N • Abbeville, MS 38601
Located 4 miles north of Oxford

The Handgun 
Range is now 

OPEN to 
the public!

Rifle range, steel target 
range, and training 
ranges coming soon.

Discounts available 
on Charter Lifetime 

Memberships

 Enhanced  
Concealed Carry Classes

Firearm and Silencer 
Rentals

35897

Full Auto Rentals coming soon.

35381

1. Ole Miss struggled of-
fensively coming off  their 
first bye week. Do you see 
that being an issue Satur-
day?

Matt Sigler (@SigNew-
ton_2): I don’t think it will be. 
Ole Miss will be facing a mid-
dle-of-the-pack defense in Ar-
kansas, and also when you look 
at Arkansas’s last game, a 35-17 
loss to Auburn, things look fa-
vorable for the Rebels consider-
ing that they run a very similar 
offense to Auburn.

Cody Thomason (@
TheCodyThomason): I 
think Ole Miss will come out 
prepared and have offensive 
success from the start. Senior 
running back Jeff  Scott is ex-
pected to return to what has be-
come an impressive assortment 
of  backs for the Rebels, which 
should form an impressive rush-
ing attack. Junior quarterback 
Bo Wallace should continue his 
success through the air, and the 
offense should be back on track.

David Collier (@DavidL-
Collier): It won’t affect Ole 
Miss the entire game, but I do 
think it will slow them down a 
bit out of  the gates. Luckily for 
the Rebels, they aren’t facing 
No. 1 Alabama coming off  of  
this bye week, so going against 
an Arkansas defense that gives 
up its share of  yards should play 
in Ole Miss’ favor. The defense 
needs to set the tone early, so 
the Rebel offense doesn’t start 
the game playing from behind 
while it gets back into rhythm. 

2. What impact do you 
think having almost every-
one back healthy will have 
on the Rebels?

Sigler: I think it will be criti-
cal as far as keeping fresh legs 

on the field. Arkansas is a team 
that will take big chunks off  the 
game clock with a solid running 
game, so the Ole Miss defense 
will most likely be on the field 
quite a bit. Therefore, being 
able to stay fresh will be a key in 
this game.

Thomason: I think this will 
be a huge impact, especially 
on the defensive side of  the 
ball. Ole Miss’ improved depth 
will allow them to rotate more 
and keep their players fresh, 
especially on the defensive line 
where Ole Miss was very limited 
against Idaho.

Collier: I don’t see it play-
ing a huge role this week, but it 
certainly will going forward. It’s 
always nice to have that depth 
at key spots, but how will the 
conditioning of  the returning 
wounded be? How many plays 
can they go? That’ll tell us how 
much they’ll impact the game, 
but it is certainly nice to have 
more bodies to throw in there 
and keep you fresh in the fourth 
quarters of  games, especially 
against a team that likes to grind 
it out like Arkansas. 

3. Ole Miss seems to play 
better against teams that 
run right at you. Do you see 

them continuing that suc-
cess against Arkansas, or 
will the Hogs find success 
on the ground?

Sigler: I see continued suc-
cess. Don’t get me wrong, Ar-
kansas has one of  the best run-
ning games in the conference 
and one of  the best backs in 
Alex Collins, but with a young 
offensive line, I don’t see them 
being able to put up too much 
against a healthy Ole Miss  de-
fense.

Thomason: Ole Miss will 
be facing stellar freshman back 
Alex Collins, who could cause 
some problems for the Rebels, 
but overall Ole Miss has been 
more effective against running 
teams than against passing 
teams, and I expect this trend to 
continue.

Collier: It depends on what 
you define as success. Arkansas 
is going to run the ball. That’s 
what they do. If  they don’t, then 
Ole Miss will have their most 
dominating performance of  
the year. The key for the Rebels 
will be to limit the Razorbacks 
on first- and second-down runs 
and force Arkansas quarterback 
Brandon Allen into more pass-
ing situations than they are ac-
customed to.

4. The Rebels are one win 
away from gaining bowl el-
igibility. What’s the key for 
Ole Miss to get the pivotal 
sixth win?

Sigler: Make the most of  
offensive possessions and stop 
the run. The offense will have 
to limit three-and-outs because 
once Arkansas gets the ball they 
are going to have it for a bit. The 
defense will have to stop the run 
and not allow the Razorbacks to 
control time of  possession.

Thomason: The key is the 
run game on both sides of  the 
ball. Ole Miss has to shut down 
Alex Collins, as he is the key to 
Arkansas’ offense, and they have 
to run well against a talented 
front four for Arkansas. It will 
be an extremely tough test for 
the Rebels’ offensive line to con-
tain the Razorbacks’ defensive 
line, but if  they do, the Rebels 
can have a big day rushing the 
ball.

Collier: Get an early lead. 
Arkansas is one of  those teams 
that likes to control the time of  
possession and grind games out. 
If  they can do that, it’ll be close 
until the very end. Ole Miss 
should walk away with a win, 
but if  they can grab an early 
lead, build on that lead and 
force Arkansas to pass the ball, 
it could be an easy win. If  they 
can grab that lead, the Hogs’ 
strategy of  running the clock 
could work against them.

Four Downs: Arkansas Razorbacks vs. Ole Miss Rebels
In this week’s edition of Four Downs, The Daily Mississippian football beat writers Matt Sigler and Cody Thomason and sports editor David Collier answer four 
questions regarding the week’s matchup.
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in advance. 
The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is in ses-
sion except during the summer session which is Tuesday through Thursday. 

Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.

RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL 
662.915.5503

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text -  extra $0.50 per word

APARTMENT FOR RENT
AVAILABLE NOW 2 BEDROOM, 1.5 
bath apartment. W/D $680/month. $680 
security deposit. The Cove Apartments 
(662)234-1422 
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/ 2.5 BATH town-
house with W/ D included. No pets. 1 
Year lease. Quiet. $500 security depos-
it. Call (662)234-0000 
1 BEDROOM 1 BATH WITH STUDY 
2950 S. Lamar. Single Student Occu-
pancy. Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher 
included, washer/ dryer hook-ups in apt. 
Laundromat onsite. Covered O. U. T. 
bus stop across street. Parental guar-
anty required available January $435 
month (662)832-0117 

ROOM FOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT at 3br/2ba condo 
$400/mth/$400dep 662-419-5083 
(662)489-7964 

CONDO FOR RENT
SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM 2.5 BATH at 
Quarter Condominiums. 
Major appliances, water/ sanitation 
included. Ceramic and carpet floors, 
gas fire place, 2 car carport, shared 
courtyard with gazebo. $900 month 
(662)832-0117 
CONDO FOR RENT 3BR/3Bath, 1602 
West Jackson, Willow Oaks. Available 
now. $1050.00 per month. Call 662-844-
1042 or 662-213-2840. 

WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Short-term rent-
als including event weekends. Lots of 
availability! www.oxfordtownhouse.com 
(662)801-6692 

MISCELLANEOUS

PREGNANCY TEST CENTER Preg-
nancy Testing, Limited Ultrasounds, 
Facts, Options, and Support. No insur-
ance required. Free and Confidential. 
www.pregnancyoxford.com (662)234-
4414 

PART-TIME
STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM Paid Survey 
Takers Needed In Oxford. 100% FREE 
To Join! Click On Surveys. 
NEED EXTRA CASH? Papa John’s 
Pizza is now accepting applications for 
all positions. Apply in person from 1p-4p 
Mon-Fri at 1506 W. Jackson Avenue. 
PART-TIME DRIVER WANTED. Pay 
$10 per hour plus gas. Reliable vehicle 
required. Estimated $70 weekly! Call Liz 
at 501-984-0211. 

RAINBOW CLEANERS
Now accepting applications for spring 
semester. Apply in person with class 
schedule. No phone calls. We set work 
schedule around class schedule and it 
is set for the semester.

The Ole Miss men’s basket-
ball team will begin the regu-
lar season tonight as it hosts 
the Troy Trojans. The Rebels 
are coming off  one of  the most 
successful seasons in program 
history, as they won the SEC 
tournament and made it to 
the round of  32 in the NCAA 
tournament.

“My focus is on getting our 
guys prepared to play game 
one,” Kennedy said. “Now, it’s 
for real. Dress rehearsals are 
over.”

But Ole Miss will have to 
start this season without four 
of  its top-five scorers from last 
season. Murphy Holloway, 
Reggie Buckner and Nick Wil-
liams graduated, and senior 

guard Marshall Henderson 
will sit out due to a suspension.

Henderson’s suspension 
began last Friday when the 
Rebels beat USC-Aiken 75-70 
in overtime in an exhibition 
game. Ole Miss felt the loss of  
Henderson, the leading scorer 
in the SEC last year, as they 
posted an offensive efficiency 
rating of  .91 points per posses-
sion.

Without Henderson, Ole 
Miss will be in need of  of-
fensive prowess. Junior guard 
LaDarius White has the expec-
tations of  becoming a go-to of-
fensive player. White scored 13 
points in the exhibition game, 
but it took him 13 shots to get 
there. He didn’t get to the free-
throw line a lot either, as he 
went 1 of  2 from the stripe.

Sophomore point guard Der-

rick Millinghaus is the most 
aggressive offensive player Ole 
Miss will have. Millinghaus 
scored 15 against USC-Aiken. 
He got to the free-throw line 
nine times and didn’t have a 
turnover while playing a team-
high 32 minutes. 

Ole Miss is going to need 
multiple players to replace 
Henderson, and Kennedy is 
expecting sophomore forward 
Anthony Perez to step up.

“He’s got so much talent,” 
Kennedy said. “I want him 
to play to his size. Anthony’s 
6-foot-9. He needs to play 
above smaller guards. Right 
now, he doesn’t play (at) six-
nine, and that’s something 
we’re trying to emphasize.”

In the post, junior forwards 
Aaron Jones and Demarco 
Cox will see their first play-

ing time in a game since their 
injuries in January. Fresh-
man forwards Sebastian Saiz 
and Dwight Coleby will add 
depth up front. Sophomore 
forward Terry Brutus tore his 
ACL in the offseason and will 
miss the entire season, which 
leaves Ole Miss with just four 
healthy, scholarship post play-
ers for the season.

Troy, of  the Sun Belt Con-
ference, is coming off  a 12-21 
season. They lost two of  their 
top three scorers from last sea-
son. 

Senior guard Hunter Wil-
liams will lead the Trojans. He 
averaged 10.4 points per game 
last season and dropped 23 
points and six assists in Troy’s 
exhibition win over Victory 
University. Along with Wil-
liams, senior guard Antoine 

Myers scored 19 on 8-of-11 
shooting in their exhibition. 
Myers averaged eight points 
last season.

In the frontcourt, Tevin Cal-
houn scored 16 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds, seven of  
them on offense, against Vic-
tory.

Troy won its exhibition by a 
score of  105-68.

Ole Miss and Troy will fol-
low the women’s season open-
er against Jacksonville State, 
which begins at 5 p.m. The 
men are scheduled to tip off  at 
7:30 p.m.

For continuing coverage of  Ole 
Miss men’s basketball, follow @
Tyler_RSR and @thedm_sports on 
Twitter.

Ole Miss hosts Troy in hoops season opener

BY TYLER BISCHOFF
tfbischo@go.olemiss.edu

FILE PHOTO (AUSTIN MCAFEE) | The Daily Mississippian

LEFT: Derrick Millinghaus (3) runs up court during Friday’s game against USC-Aiken. RIGHT: Jarvis White (32) guards a USC-Aiken player during Friday’s game.
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After a 2-0 shutout of  Ken-
tucky on Wednesday, the 
fourth-seeded Ole Miss soc-
cer team will take on the No. 1 
seed Florida Gators this after-
noon in Orange Beach, Ala., 
in the semifinals of  the SEC 
Tournament.

The Rebels got their two 
goals from their two leading 
scorers on Wednesday. The 
first came from senior mid-
fielder Mandy McCalla, and 
the second from senior for-
ward Rafaelle Souza, who is 
now tied as Ole Miss’ all-time 
leading scorer with 41 goals 
for her career.

The Rebel defense will need 
to be prepared for the only 
scorer in the conference more 
proficient than Souza, fresh-
man Savannah Jordan. The 
Florida star finished the season 
with 21 goals, two more than 
Souza’s 19.

The first matchup of  the year 
between these two teams was a 
4-1 victory for the Gators that 
quickly got out of  hand for the 
Rebels. Florida scored three 
times in the first 15 minutes of  
action and never looked back. 

Ole Miss is looking to contin-
ue its recent success and give 
Florida a better game this time 
around. 

“They whipped us up in 
Oxford early in the season, so 
we’ve got to play better than 

we did that night,” Ole Miss 
head coach Matt Mott said 
following Wednesday’s game. 
“But I think we will. I think 
our team is excited for the 
matchup.”

Florida made it to the semi-

final matchup by virtue of  a 
1-0 victory over Arkansas. The 
low score was not indicative 
of  Florida’s normal offensive 
prowess, although it did at-
tempt 17 shots on the night.

The Rebels and Gators are 

scheduled for kickoff  at 4 p.m. 
Friday.

For continuing coverage of  Ole 
Miss soccer, follow @thedm_sports 
on Twitter.

Lady Rebel soccer looks for upset in SEC tourney semis
BY NICK ELEY
njeley@go.olemiss.edu

FILE PHOTO (AUSTIN MCAFEE) | The Daily Mississippian

LEFT: Olivia Harrison (20) hugs Rafaelle Souza following Harrison’s game tieing goal during soccer game against South Carolina on Oct. 20, 2013. RIGHT: Rafaelle Souza clears the 
ball from a South Carolina defender during the soccer game on Oct. 20, 2013. 
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Book Now:
662-231-5011

DJKEVINRUSSELL.COM

• Weddings 
• Class Reunions 
• Birthday Parties 
• And Everything 

Ole Miss!

35905
HOTTY TODDY!

Watch for my ad on the Jumbotron during Pregame,  
at the 56 minute mark! Take a photo of my ad  

and tag me on Facebook with the photo,  
for a chance to win  

a FREE TABLET and GAS CARD.

Voted Best DJ in the State!

Winner will be notified on Facebook Nov. 30th!

The Ole Miss Rebels will 
get their first shot to become 
bowl-eligible this Saturday 
when they welcome Southeast-
ern Conference foe Arkansas 
to Oxford. The Rebels (5-3, 
2-3 SEC) are coming off  a bye 
week, while the Razorbacks (3-
6, 0-5 SEC) enter the game on 
a six-game losing streak. The 
meeting is the 60th between 
the two teams, with Arkansas 
leading the all-time series 31-
27-1.

“As excited as we were last 
week to have an open week, 
we’re equally as excited to get 
back to playing,” Ole Miss 
head coach Hugh Freeze said 
in his weekly Monday press 
conference. “To be at home 
again is always nice. We’re 
looking forward to getting an 
early kickoff. That’s something 
we haven’t had this year. We’ve 
enjoyed the ones we’ve had, 
but it’s always good to have a 
variety.”

Despite the less-than-stellar 
record Arkansas holds, Freeze 
knows this team can be dan-
gerous.

“We’re playing a very scary 
football team, to me,” Freeze 
said. “If  they ever convert 
drives, they would be very, very 
dangerous because they control 
the time of  possession. They 
run the football extremely well, 
two of  the finer running backs 
that we’ve seen. Again, just for 
whatever reason, they haven’t 
finished drives the amount of  
times that they’ve had chanc-
es to. If  they ever did that, it 
would be a very, very scary 
game.

“We sense that in this build-
ing. Hopefully, our kids will 
sense that and know it’s an-
other SEC battle that’s going 
to take place Saturday and will 
be a very difficult task.”

Offensively, Arkansas brings 
in one of  the best rushing at-
tacks in the conference. The 
Razorbacks are averaging 

211.2 yards per game on the 
ground, which ranks them third 
in the SEC. Talented freshman 
running back Alex Collins car-
ries the load out of  the back-
field, and stopping him will be 
key for the Rebels.

“Every week you face a re-
ally good running back in the 
league, and he’s no different,” 
Ole Miss defensive coordinator 
Dave Wommack said of  Col-
lins. “I think he is a great jump 
cutter and has unbelievable 
vision. He’ll cut to either side 
of  the box and outside, and I 
think he just does a tremen-
dous job. That’s why they’ve 
got the rushing yards. He’s a 
good football player with great 
vision.”

Collins ranks fourth in the 
conference, averaging 98.8 
yards per contest and has add-
ed four touchdowns. Despite 
having one of  the best rush-
ing attacks, the Razorback of-
fense as a whole has struggled 
for the most part. They are 
last in the conference in scor-
ing offense, averaging just 20 
points a game, and second to 
last in total offense, averaging 
355.3 yards per game. This is 
mainly because of  the lack of  
a passing game the Razorbacks 
possess, which ranks last in the 
conference at 144.1 yards per 
game.

However, Freeze knows that 
if  they have to, Arkansas has 
the ability to make some plays 
through the air.

“Not that they can’t throw 
it,” Freeze said. “I think their 
tight end is going to be a real 
special player and the receivers 
have played well as of  late.”

Quarterback Brandon Allen 
will lead the Razorback passing 
attack. He has struggled, com-
pleting less than 50 percent of  
his passes for 1,067 yards with 
nine touchdowns, but Allen has 
thrown seven interceptions.

Ole Miss will have most of  
the defense back this Satur-
day, after having around sev-
en guys injured the past few 

weeks. A few big names that 
will look to be making a return 
include freshman defensive 
lineman Robert Nkemdiche 
and sophomore corner Mike 
Hilton. Some other players 
who have been banged up but 
have played and are now even 
closer to 100 percent include 
sophomore defensive tackle Is-
sac Gross and sophomore line-
backer Denzel Nkemdiche.

“It’s great to have them 
back,” Wommack said. “We’ve 
gone a long time without hav-
ing people. Denzel’s been hurt 
off  and on. Robert’s been out, 
seems like three or four weeks. 
Mike Hilton, who is one of  
our best football players in my 
opinion, having him back –– 
those guys are going to make 
a difference for us and are go-
ing to make us a better football 
team, having them out there.”

Offensively, the Rebels will 
continue to be led by junior 
quarterback Bo Wallace, who 
has thrown for 1,976 yards and 
11 touchdowns and only three 
interceptions, which is a major 
improvement from last season’s 
total mark of  17 interceptions.

However, most eyes will be 
on the running backs, who have 
seen their roles expand after se-
nior Jeff  Scott went down with 
an injury. Also, freshman Mark 
Dodson has begun to emerge 
after having a breakout game 
against Idaho two weeks ago.

“I like the way they are going 
about their business,” Freeze 
said of  the backs. “They’ve 
taken the chances they have 
been given and made the most 
of  it. All four have looked good 
in some things this week. We’re 
not afraid to use any of  the 
four.”

The Rebels may have to 
rely even more on sophomore 
Jaylen Walton, sophomore 
I’Tavius Mathers and Dodson 
this weekend if  Scott is unable 
to go because of  injury.

“It was more than they first 
diagnosed it as,” Freeze said of  
Scott’s injured leg. “It ended 
up being a bone spur on the 
nerve. Now, they’ve deadened 
that nerve.” 

Kickoff  for Saturday is set 
for 11:21 a.m. and will be tele-
vised on SEC TV. 

For continuing coverage of  Ole 
Miss football, follow @SigNew-
ton_2 and @thedm_sports on Twit-
ter.

Rebels, Razorbacks set to battle Saturday
BY MATT SIGLER
mcsigler@go.olemiss.edu

FILE PHOTO (AUSTIN MCAFEE) | The Daily Mississippian

Quarterback Bo Wallace rushes for a first down during the first half against LSU on 
Saturday, Oct. 19, 2013
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