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Faculty sign petition regarding physical plant letter

Sixty-six faculty members 
representing 20 University 
of  Mississippi departments 
or schools signed a petition 
drafted in response to a letter 
Physical Plant Director Ash-
ton Pearson distributed to all 
physical plant employees Oct. 
22. The petition’s author, as-
sociate professor of  history 
and director of  the university’s 
Center for Civil War Research 
John Neff, delivered the peti-
tion, which can be found in its 
entirety on page one of  today’s 
issue of  The DM, to the offices 
of  Chancellor Dan Jones and 
Provost Morris Stocks on Nov. 

8. Pearson’s letter is also print-
ed on page one. 

“This petition is about re-
spect for all employees,” Neff  
said. “I felt certain that the 
university would not cheerfully 
agree with many of  the provi-
sions in (Pearson’s) letter. This 
was an effort to try to give the 
administration an opportunity 
to distance themselves from 
some of  (the letter’s) compo-
nents.” 

Jones gave The Daily Missis-
sippian a statement Wednes-
day afternoon in response to 
the petition.

“The Provost and I share a 
commitment to free speech 
and a diverse intellectual envi-
ronment and agree that super-

visors have the right to curtail 
the use of  social media dur-
ing work hours,” Jones said. 
“We have shared our personal 
commitment to those values 
in conversations with faculty 
who expressed concern, and 
we continue to be available to 
those who have ongoing con-
cerns.”

Neff  drafted the petition and 
distributed it via email to sev-
eral department heads, faculty 
and staff  members on campus. 
He never received a response 
from the chancellor or the pro-
vost – something he is hopeful 
will be changed before the end 
of  the week.

“I would like the adminis-
tration to make a public an-

nouncement about where they 
stand in relationship to Ashton 
Pearson’s more outrageous 
comments about intellectual 
restraint and demanding si-
lence if  you can’t support the 
university,” Neff  said. “Some-
how the sin of  an LSU-sup-
porting social media post was 
so grievous that it inspired 
Pearson to think he has enor-
mous amount of  control over 
what his employees say, think 
or do.”

According to Neff, one part 
of  the petition cites the last 
provision of  the university’s In-
stitutional Core Values: “The 
University of  Mississippi hon-
ors the dignity of  all employees 
and compensates them fairly.” 

“The administration must 
recognize the dignity of  all 
employees on the campus of  
the University of  Mississippi,” 
the petition reads. “No au-
thority on campus should ever 
pretend to exercise power over 
whom we cheer, the clothed we 
wear, the loyalties we embrace, 
or the forms through which we 
express ourselves.” 

Neff  said the petition is not 
an attack on the university and 
does not intend to accuse the 
university of  any wrongdoing. 

“We are all employees of  the 
university and there should 
never be any rules that sug-
gest that some have access to 
certain rights over others,” he 
said. 

BY ADAM GANUCHEAU
dmeditor@gmail.com 

Sixty-six faculty members signed a petition that addressed the letter Physical Plant Director Ashton Pearson sent to his employees Oct. 22. Pearson’s 
letter, pictured below on the right, addressed a social media post by an employee while on the job. The petition, pictured on the left, called for the 
university to release a public statement addressing some of Pearson’s provisions in the letter to his employees. 

GRAPHIC BY NATALIE MOORE | The Daily Mississippian
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Tar ball squabble: BP & the spill
COLUMN

“I was out there yesterday 
and stepped all in it,” said 
Gulf  Shores tourist John 
Henson this summer to the 
AP reporter Jay Reeves. Over 
three years after the Deepwa-
ter Horizon Gulf  of  Mexico 
oil spill, tar balls still plague 
the soles of  sandy feet. British 
Petroleum (BP), the company 
most responsible, is anxious to 
wash its own feet of  the pub-
licity, environmental and so-
cial fiasco. 

According to the Huffington 
Post, after spending $14 bil-
lion on cleanup, the BP-fund-
ed crews have stopped clean-
up work throughout the Gulf  
Coast, sans South Louisiana. 
The company has spent an es-
timated comprehensive total 
of  $42 billion on spill related 

costs. To put that number in 
context, $42 billion is almost 
half  of  Mississippi’s yearly 
GDP. The relevant questions 
are: will the company be able 
to abdicate further responsi-
bility for the damages? Has 
BP paid its dues?

In a room with no micro-
phones, BP would probably 
scream that it has paid more 
than enough for the com-
pany’s damage. After all, 
the company has provided a 
steady supply of  American 
oil for decades. Does the past 
count for nothing? 

Now, BP’s attorneys are dis-
puting the proper payout for a 
multi-billion dollar settlement 
in Louisiana. Apparently, the 
courts are responding to the 
pressure. In October, the 5th 
Circuit panel rejected U.S. 
District Judge Carl Barbier’s 
previous agreement with the 
company’s disaster compensa-
tion package.

Just last month in a rare ad-
mission, BP executive James 
Dupree affirmed that the com-
pany’s lack of  emergency pre-
paredness worsened the spill’s 

damage. The company used a 
capping stack to stop the spill 
87 days after the explosion. 
The capping option was not 
the first strategy employed. 
Blaming the initial spill-stop-
ping engineering failures is 
less beneficial than to realize 
the reason for the delay. BP 
had not built a device for cap-
ping potential spills.

The company must have re-
alized the risk of  equipment 
failure. Standard practice is to 
consider all devices deployed 
in open salt water as destruc-
tible. The lack of  foresight to 
have a capping device ready 
to deploy should be punished. 
Businesses seek to cut cost by 
storing less spare infrastruc-
ture, accepting risk and mov-
ing maintenance repairs to 
the next quarter. Like a stu-
dent skipping a class, the com-
panies have a right to reduce 
cost. Yet with that license, 
companies have responsibility 
to remediate the consequenc-
es of  their negligence. The 
frustrating aspect of  Dupree’s 
admission is that constructing 
a capping stack could have 

been done cheaply prior to 
the spill.

BP is not afraid to go di-
rectly after the U.S. govern-
ment. According to the Hous-
ton Chronicle, this August the 
company convicted of  man-
slaughter sued the govern-
ment to contest the EPA sanc-
tions. BP has been a major oil 
supplier to the military. Now 
the sanctions cost the com-
pany an estimated $1.9 billion 
in foregone military contract 
revenue. 

The company keeps dodg-
ing two non-monetary num-
bers. The explosion also cost 
11 lives and bled more than 
200 million gallons of  oil into 
the Gulf ’s azure waters.

The Huffington Post reports 
that BP has claimed to en-
counter widespread fraud in 
the settlement payments. Two 
attorneys in Mobile were sited 
for dishonest claims. Judge 
Barbier has stated that accu-
sations of  rampant fraud are 
baseless. 

BP has also challenged the 

BY NEAL MCMILLIN
tnmcmill@go.olemiss.edu

See BP, PAGE 3
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math. The company con-
tends that 34 million gallons 
emptied into the Gulf  were 
“recovered” and thus should 
not count against them. In the 
drawn-out legal process, the 
company has much greater 
leeway than the workers on 
the platform or the fauna on 
the beaches did during that 
summer. The lesson is to ex-
pect BP to press any advan-
tage it sees.

The company continues to 
pursue a woe-is-me rhetoric. 
Do not feel sorry for the cor-
poration. A BP representative 
said the payments are “histor-
ic resolutions that avoid years 
of  lengthy litigation.” Likely, 
the speaker intended to em-
phasize the company’s rapid 
benevolence towards the af-
fected. In reality, quicker set-
tlements help the company’s 
public perception and future 
earnings.

BP plays a PR game. The 
company has spent over $100 
million for positive advertis-
ing since the spill. After a re-
luctant concession, BP now 
happily touts the $105 mil-
lion payment to Gulf  Coast 
health programs, as if  it were 
an inspired country club golf  
tournament charity donation. 
Still, a Huffington Post poll 
determined that 43 percent of  
Americans harbor a negative 
view towards the company.

One area where haste is 
strenuously avoided by BP is 
the courtroom. Like oppo-
nents to school integration, 

the company has employed 
a delay, delay, delay strategy. 
Federal courts have often 
complied. For example, the 
trial of  David Rainey, a BP 
vice president, has been de-
layed five months to March 
10, 2014. The reason given 
was to allow Rainey more 
time to construct his defense 
against the obstruction of  jus-
tice charges.

The strategy makes sense. 
The courts have occasionally 
questioned company repre-
sentatives harshly. Michael 
Kunzelman reported that BP 
executive Mark Bly was chal-
lenged for the firm’s insistence 
that only rig worker mistakes 
caused the spill. Transocean 
attorney Brad Brian asked a 
hard question: “Did you think 
it was relevant to your inves-
tigation whether the people 
on the shore were making 
decisions that increased risk 
in order to save money?” Bly 
retorted that the internal in-
vestigation was “more driven 
by the accident.” By focusing 
on the mistakes of  the true 
victims, the rig workers, the 
company defers blame and 

abdicates responsibility. 
One senses that BP would 

rather write a humongous 
check than have the narra-
tive of  the spill change from 
“accident” to “disaster caused 
by blatant cost-saving negli-
gence.” The squabble over 
the technicalities of  the 2010 
spill will continue. Do not ex-
pect the spill to cause struc-
tural change. BP is fiercely 
resilient. In the meantime, ex-
pect more petroleum ads to be 
shown before your next You-
Tube video.

Neal McMillin is a senior south-
ern studies major from Madison.

BP, 
continued from page 2Her name was 

Renisha McBride

COLUMN

It is extremely early in the 
morning. It is dark. You are 
alone, and you have just been 
in a car accident. You are con-
fused and cannot find anyone 
around to offer assistance, so 
you walk a mile in the direc-
tion of  a residential area to 
ask for help. You are hoping 
someone will be kind enough 
to call 911 for you, maybe 
even let you sit in their house 
while help comes. You arrive 
at a house. It looks friendly 
enough. You knock on the 
door and the next thing you 
know there is an impenetrable 
darkness. All you wanted was 
help.*

The story of  Renisha Mc-
Bride is a sad one with no 
definitive answers. Initial re-
ports stated that her body 
was dumped, and she was 
murdered, but eventually as 
interest in the story grew, it 
became known that she in fact 
was killed while attempting to 
ask for help.

These stories of  black peo-
ple asking for help and be-
ing killed should come as a 

surprise, but the unfortunate 
problem is these occurrences 
are far more normal than one 
would think. Just two months 
ago a young man named Jona-
than Ferrell was killed under 
similar circumstances except 
this time he was killed by the 
very people who were meant 
to help him, the police. Some 
may say these killings have 
nothing to do with race and 
that the George Zimmerman 
case settled these issues, but I 
beg to differ. 

How long can we continue 
to ignore the senseless kill-
ing of  people of  color, trans-
people and people from reli-
gious minorities? The names 
of  these people are piling in a 
litany of  the forgotten, whose 
souls cry for us to take heed 
and stop this violence. I, for 
one, refuse to forget.  Her 
name was Islan Nettles. His 
name was Jonathan Ferrell. 
His name was Trayvon Mar-
tin. Her name was Paramjit 
Kaur. Her name was Renisha 
McBride. 

*This portion is in no way 
meant to reflect the exact 
events of  what happened to 
Renisha McBride. It is meant 
as an anecdote only.

Hope Owens-Wilson is senior 
African-American studies major 
from Jackson.

BY HOPE OWENS-WILSON
howensw@go.olemiss.edu
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Socially-conscious shoe 
brand Nisolo is set to stop in 
Oxford today as part of  its 
two-part Holiday Tour. Nisolo 
was founded in Oxford by Ole 
Miss alumnus Patrick Wood-
yard, CEO of  Nisolo, just over 
two years ago in October of  
2011.

Based out of  Nashville, the 
Nisolo shoe brand sells hand-
made leather shoes and ac-
cessories for both men and 
women. All Nisolo products 
are created by members and 
artists of  the Trujillo com-
munity in Peru. Nisolo means 
“not alone” in Spanish.

“This company is a social 
enterprise striving to empower 
impoverished artisans through 
job creation by offering a 

quality-driven, stylish line of  
handmade leather footwear,” 
Woodyard said.

Nisolo’s mission is essentially 
to present a socially conscious 
brand to a society of  consum-
ers while giving the chance for 
talented people to make a liv-
ing. Nisolo is set to tour 20 dif-
ferent cities across the U.S. as 
part of  their Holiday Tour.

Woodyard believes his com-
pany stands out from the rest 
of  similar shoe ideas, such as 
TOMs, because Nisolo aims to 
focus on quality, comfort, price 
and style while sharing the 
story of  empowerment and 
change through their brand.

Woodyard and the Nisolo 
team spent two years working 
in Peru before they met their 
four shoemakers: Willan, Juan, 
Mendez and Roxana.

“A major key to our success 

is the ability to maintain a 
quality and transparent brand 
that consumers can rely on,” 
Woodyard said.

Junior international studies 
major and host of  the event 
Murray Miller believes that 
the growing trend of  conscious 
consumerism amongst college 
students and young people is 
what makes Oxford a perfect 
stop for the Holiday Tour.

“So many people here, stu-
dents, faculty, fraternities, so-
rorities and other organiza-
tions, want Nisolo to do well 
and want to support the com-
pany,” Miller said. “People 
want their purchases to serve a 
greater good.”

The Nisolo Oxford open 
house begins tonight at 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. The show is located 
at 1527 Garfield Avenue in 
Oxford. 
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Nisolo Shoe Brand stops in Oxford today
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No threat found after suspicious package reported

THOMAS GRANING | The Daily Mississippian

Officials investigate a suspicious package at Martindale Hall on Wednesday.

BY THOMAS GRANING
thedmphotos@gmail.com

No threat was found after an 
employee in Martindale Hall 
reported a suspicious package 
Wednesday afternoon.

According to Noel Wilkin, 
associate provost and a mem-
ber of  the Crisis Action Team, 
officials were called to the 
scene about 10:30 Wednesday 
morning after an employee 
opened a letter.

“An employee opened a 
transcript and had a reaction 
through some itchiness in her 
hands and felt flushed,” Wilkin 
said. “She contacted (Univer-
sity Police Department).”

Officials from UPD, FBI, 
the Oxford Fire Department 
Hazmat team and paramedics 
from Baptist Memorial Hos-
pital responded to the scene. 
One lane of  All American 
Drive was blocked by emer-

gency vehicles, slowing traffic 
at the scene.

“They contained the office 
and secured the package,” 
Wilkin said. “They tested 
the package to make sure it 
contained no bio-hazards or 
threats. There were no threats 
or bio-hazards identified.”

Wilkin said the scene was 
determined not to pose any 
threat, and an all-clear was 
given by noon.

Adam Ganucheau contributed to 
this report.

COURTESY NISOLO SHOE BRAND
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As the holiday season ap-
proaches, many people take a 
moment to reflect on the things 
for which they are thankful 
and try to do their part to give 
back the community.

One organization that peo-
ple are partaking in is the Boys 
& Girls Club of  Oxford-La-
fayette County, which is giving 
back to the community in a big 
way.  Providing a weekday af-
ter-school program and sum-
mer camp, the Boys & Girls 
Club exists solely to serve the 
youth of  the community.

“We are not a babysitting 
service,” said Zell Long, chief  
professional officer for the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of  North 
Mississippi. “We are a youth 
development organization, of-
fering the opportunity for the 
youth in the community to 
have a safe place to go in the 
afternoon.”

In the late afternoon, partic-
ularly the hours of  3-6 p.m., 
many boys and girls are left by 
themselves while a parent or 
guardian is working. It is dur-
ing this time many of  these 
children and young adults are 
at the highest risk for making 
unsafe decisions.

The Boys & Girls Club is a 
national organization, which 
provides a safe space for chil-
dren and adolescents to go to 
after school. It’s a place where 
they can be constructive, cre-
ative and cared for. Going to 
the Boys & Girls Club in the 
afternoon allows participants 
to gain confidence needed for 
life success as well as prepare 
them to take on future respon-
sibilities.

“Most people think of  a club 
as a quiet place, where there’s 
no talking and no fun,” Long 
said. “The Boys & Girls Club 
isn’t like that — it’s fun. Fun 
with a purpose.”

Arts and crafts, healthy life-

styles, education and career 
development programs are 
just some of  the many things 
the Boys & Girls Club has to 
offer. Special programs, such 
as Passport to Manhood, 
SMART Girls and SMART 
Moves, focus on teaching par-
ticipants vital developmental 
skills such as decision making, 
developing a healthy lifestyle, 
developing positive self  image 
and growing leadership skills.

“We also have speakers who 
come and talk with the boys 
and girls,” Long said. “It’s all 
to enhance the program.”

The Boys & Girls Club also 
provides after-school recre-
ational activities, academic 
assistance, holiday activities 
and computer assistance. Each 
activity is geared towards the 
strengthening of  the individu-
al, character development and 
building a strong support sys-
tem for participants.

Currently, the Oxford Boys 
& Girls Club serves about 125 
youths between the ages of  
8-16 every weekday. 

The Boys & Girls Club 
in Oxford held a pep rally 
Wednesday featuring the Ole 
Miss Rebel cheerleaders and 
band members.

“It’s really just in prepara-
tion for the game, to get the 
kids excited,” said Lamont 
Watkins, director of  the Boys 
& Girls Club on Washington 
Avenue.

Watkins encourages any 
of  the Ole Miss faculty, staff  
and students interested in vol-
unteering at the Boys & Girls 
Club to come by and fill out 
an application.

“We hope to do a Thanks-
giving meal in the future, but 
that’s still in the works,” Wat-
kins said.

Oxford Boys and Girls provides education 
BY MCKENNA WIERMAN

mckenna.wierman@yahoo.com

KATIE WILLIAMSON | The Daily Mississippian

Rebel and the Ole Miss cheerleaders visit the Boys and Girls Club in Oxford Wednesday. 

With the semester coming to an 
end, the stress of  projects, papers 
and extra curricular obligations 
that have taken over our lives, the 
only thing on our minds is the light 
– Thanksgiving Break – at the end 
of  the tunnel. 

But with the holidays just around 
the corner, it’s good to take a step 
back and remember how fortunate 
we are to live in a community that 
cares so much about our university. 
Sometimes we forget that the city 
is made up of  more than students, 
the campus and the Square. 

This issue of  On-A-Stick is dedi-
cated to giving back and providing 
service opportunities for Oxford. 
We hope you learn about some 
of  the selfless services that Oxford 
provides for the community and 
that they inspire you to give back. 

KATIE WILLIAMSON | The Daily Mississippian

The Voice of Ole Miss



Winner will be announced in a live drawing on Rebel Radio during the morning sports show Wednesday, November 20, 2013 between 10 and 11 a.m.  
Enter today at Campus Book Mart. Keep listening to 92.1 Rebel Radio to find out who wins!

Only one entry per person. 

The Daily Mississippian and Rebel Radio are giving 
away 3 season tickets to all Men’s and Women’s 

Ole Miss basketball home games!

Visit our exclusive sponsor, 
Campus Book Mart, to WIN!

TICKET GIVEAWAY

HOOP IT UP
BASKETBALL

1111 Jackson Ave. 
Next to Malco Movie Theater

Mississippi’s nickname, “the 
Hospitality State” is well-earned, 
and Oxford is adding to the tra-
dition this holiday season. The 
Pantry and More Than A Meal 
are two local nonprofit charities 
that provide more than just meals 
for the hungry. Here are details 
on how everyone, especially those 
at The University of  Mississippi, 
can give back to their community.

Following the school calendar, 
More Than A Meal takes place 
every Tuesday afternoon at 5 
p.m. to provide dinner that night 
at the Stone Center on Washing-
ton Avenue. The food is for all 
who are hungry, but not just for 
good food.

“The Christian mentality 
makes a difference in a communi-
ty. More Than A Meal is a great 
time for our community to come 
together and share in a meal,” 
said Kristy Bridgers, president of  
the charity’s board.

In fact, at each meal there are 
opportunities for Ole Miss stu-
dents and volunteers to come 
tutor and play with the kids or 
serve food to the attendees. Sin-

gle mothers, senior citizens and 
families who struggle to get by 
on a daily basis are among those 
whom More Than A Meal aims 
to help. 

Mingling and talking is some-
times the most important duty 
for volunteers on these Tuesday 
night gatherings, continuing the 
theme of  fellowship and commu-
nity. Volunteers are still encour-
aged to come as early as 4 p.m. to 
help set up and get the food ready.

Ole Miss’s Greek system has 
already begun to reach out to 
More Than a Meal and serve 
their community through dona-
tions. Kappa Sigma and Alpha 
Omicron Pi have donated, their 
gifts highlighting the campus’s 
generosity. It is another example 
of  what students at Ole Miss can 
do for their community, as most 
of  More Than A Meal’s funds 
come from private donations and 
fundraisers. 

Similarly, the Pantry receives 
most of  its support through mon-
etary donations. They also take 
edibles. 

“We don’t turn down any 
food,” said Carol Wedge, the 
Pantry’s food manager for the 
month of  November. 

Located on Molly Barr Road, 

the goal of  the Pantry is to pro-
vide food to those who need it. 
They provide food for shut-ins 
and people over 65 years old on 
Thursdays, while on Wednesdays 
they serve families younger than 
65. According to Wedge, this past 
Wednesday saw 78 families re-
ceive a warm meal and this past 
Thursday helped 58 families.

The Pantry is supported with 
more examples of  generosity 
from local churches. Oxford-Uni-
versity United Methodist Church 
makes its contribution through a 
project called Empty Bowls, and 
Oxford Church of  Christ is also a 
big supporter of  the Pantry.

Opportunities for volunteers 
are on Wednesdays and Thurs-
days from 8:45-11:30 a.m., when 
the food is served. 

Both More Than A Meal and 
the Pantry rely on the support of  
the city of  Oxford. Their mis-
sions are to feed as many families 
as they can. Therefore, they cre-
ate wonderful opportunities for 
the students and faculty of  The 
University of  Mississippi to get 
involved in their community. For 
those students who are also look-
ing for service hours, this is a phe-
nomenal way to give back.  Go 
and experience it for yourself. 

PAGE 6 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 14 NOVEMBER 2013 | ON-A-STICK

Feeding the hungry in Oxford

BY AUDREY HALL
alhall3@go.olemiss.edu

Volunteers work to unload a shipment of food at The Food Pantry in Oxford in April. 

FILE PHOTO (THOMAS GRANING) | The Daily Mississippian

The Christmas Store, one of  
Oxford’s fine Christmas tradi-
tions, is gearing up for its 34th 
year of  service. Sponsored by 
The Rotary Club of  Oxford-
Ole Miss and the Interfaith 
Compassion Ministry, the 
Christmas Store collects dona-
tions to help provide toys and 
gifts for children in Oxford and 
Lafayette County. Every holi-
day season the Rotary Club 
and the Interfaith Compassion 
Ministry team up in order to 
make the store a success.

“Last year we served over 
800 children from over 325 
families,” said Jonathan Mad-
dox, Rotary Club service 
chairman and Christmas Store 
contributor.

The Rotary Club is an inter-
national organization with the 
purpose of  bringing together 
business and professional lead-
ers in order to provide humani-
tarian services, encourage ethi-
cal behaviors and build peace 
and goodwill throughout the 
world. 

The local branch of  the Ro-
tary Club began in the fall of  
2005 and officially received its 
charter as The Rotary Club of  
Oxford-Ole Miss on April 25, 
2007.

Along with the Christmas 
Store, Rotary also currently 
supports the Power Sharing of  
Knowledge, Tunes and Tails 
and the Pantry: all of  which 
are local community service 
projects.

The Interfaith Compassion 
Ministry has a similar mission. 
Funded by the nonprofit orga-
nization United Way of  Ox-
ford-Lafayette, the ministry is 
a consortium of  churches that 
assists individual need through 
crisis situations, explained di-
rector Lena Wiley. The minis-
try strives to provide aid and 
support with certain basic 

needs such as rent, utilities and 
prescription drug programs in 
convenient locations for those 
in the community facing these 
challenging situations.

“The Christmas Store is un-
der our umbrella because of  
our charitable status,” Wiley 
said.

Each year the Christmas 
Store receives applications 
from schools, churches and the 
Interfaith Compassion Minis-
try for eligible children up to 
age 14. After the applications 
have been received, a commit-
tee of  volunteers assembles in 
order to confirm need. Follow-
ing this process, the parents of  
eligible children are invited to 
pick up a book and two toys 
per child. 

The 2012 holiday season was 
a great success for the Christ-
mas Store.

“Participation from the local 
community is just as important 
as monetary contribution,” 
Maddox said. 

The Christmas Store pro-
vides many ways and oppor-
tunities for Ole Miss students 
and the Oxford community to 
get involved. 

“Monetary donations are a 
great need in order to cover the 
cost of  the two toys and one 
book that we purchase for each 
child,” said Maddox. 

Dec. 7 is the sorting and 
preparation day and the big 
event is on Dec. 14, both of  
which are in need of  volun-
teers.

The Christmas Store is an 
easy way to bring Christmas to 
everyone around Oxford.

Christmas store 
provides toys to kids

BY GILLY DREYER
ngdreyer@go.olemiss.edu

COMPASSION
on a stick



Have you ever wanted to 
read and tell stories to some-
one who is always there to 
listen? The Lafayette County 
& Oxford Public Library and 
the Oxford Lafayette Hu-
mane Society are now mak-
ing this possible for kids in 
Oxford through Reading with 
Rover.

The two nonprofits have 
collaborated to create an in-
novative opportunity for 
young readers to practice 
their reading skills while be-
ing surrounded by the friend-
liest dogs of  the city. The 
best part about Reading with 
Rover is that kids (as well as 
kids at heart) can be a part of  
it. The local humane society 
invites enthusiastic volunteers 
to help with the popular pro-
gram. 

Reading with Rover hap-
pens on the second Saturday 
of  each month from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. at the Lafayette 
County & Oxford Public Li-
brary. Reference librarian 
Corey Vinson is usually at the 
library on Saturdays and al-
ways enjoys seeing the happy 

faces. 
“Reading with Rover adds 

a really nice bit of  a pleas-
ant surprise,” Vinson said “It 
brightens up a lot of  the kids 
that would happen to be here 
anyways especially if  their 
parents were using the library. 
Reading with Rover is not 
just fun for the kids and the 
volunteers, but it also allows 
the young readers to practice 
reading in a comfortable envi-
ronment.”

Regardless of  the child’s 
reading level, anyone is wel-
come to attend the program. 
Reading with Rover gives the 
community a fun, innova-
tive way to spend a Saturday 
morning.

Reading with Rover not 
only encourages young mem-
bers of  the community to be 
more engaged, but also gives 
the dogs a change of  scenery 
and a break from the shelter.

For the kid at heart, Read-
ing with Rover provides an 
opportunity to connect with 
the community and help in-
still the importance of  read-
ing in the younger generation. 
Expectations of  a Reading 
with Rover volunteer include 
transporting the dogs from 

the shelter to the library and 
back. Additionally, the vol-
unteers must accompany and 
supervise the dogs during the 
program.

The Humane Society en-

courages anyone over 16 
years of  age who loves dogs 
and kids to participate in the 
program.

To become a Reading with 
Rover volunteer, email the 

humane society’s director at 
OLHSdirector@gmail.com 
or call the Humane Society at 
(662) 236-7631 on Monday-
Saturday from noon to 5 p.m.
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THETA
ENCORE

TONIGHT
The Tad Pad @ 7 pm

35936

COMPASSION
on a stick

Kids grab books at the library and ‘Read with Rover’
BY SARA KIPARIZOSKA

skipariz@go.olemiss.edu

SARAH KIPARIZOSKA | The Daily Mississippian

Kids participate in Reading with Rover event at the Lafayette County and Oxford Public Library on a Saturday morning.
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555
DEAL

3 medium 
1 topping 

$5.55 each

3 large  
1 topping 

$7.77 each
OPEN LATE 

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

236-3030

35
39

9

PAN PIZZA EXTRA, MINIMUM DELIVERY $7.99

for the Ole Miss vs. Troy Game
WEAR NAVY

Purchase yours today at The Pro Shop
35944

CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
who want to be in the 2014

YEARBOOK
EXTENDED DEADLINE 

Contracts are due

NOVEMBER 22nd
Email our staff at 

omyearbookcontracts@gmail.com

Garfield By Jim davis

The fusco BroThers By J.c. duffy

NoN sequiTur By Wiley

dilBerT By scoTT adams

dooNesBury By Garry Trudeau

INSANE
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HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL

scratch area

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #2 Insane Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 7

W
henever A attem

pts by law
 to im

pose his m
oral standards on B, A is m

ost
likely a scoundrel.

-- Jam
es J. K

irkpatrick

4 5
8 9 7

5 6 8 1
4 6 3

3 6
2 4 8

5 8 6 1
6 5 3

9 8

AnswersInsane Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 7
Sudoku #1

672135
14597

4857621
572846

38517
241683
8961745
76821

457962

984

3286

93

139

6942

975

23

5439

138

Sudoku #2
2768139

413526
93274

158792
7892514
691375

43297
179482
3271645

45

897

5681

463

36

248

5861

653

98

Sudoku #3
985716

416935
15742
8375926
46813

9634218
38541
274135
6512387

342

728

6938

14

2759

57

9762

869

94

Sudoku #4
1237

67194
32784956
914872
7312548

827136
49563872

67915
2376

49568

8532

1

635

69

594

1

8243

54819

Sudoku #5
74213
915734
263497
451368
6317594

579462
7425369
867421

31975

8695

826

518

927

82

813

18

593

2648

Sudoku #6
829653

578269
941278

4673195
571984
3198546
428315
932684
715492

471

134

635

28

623

27

976

571

683

Sudoku #7
895264

274683
5639712
81275
642815379

53681
9813457

128693
357921

137

195

48

3946

7942

26

475

648

Sudoku #8
8196372
549138
376249
463952

57846
631524
489275

298736
6724819

45

276

581

817

9213

798

136

514

35
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35933
662.234.5333  •  1006 Van Buren Ave.  •  Box Office Hours Wed-Fri 12-5

35939

11
16

11
21

11
22

SAT

THURS

FRI

THE DIRTY GUV’NAHS

KACEY MUSGRAVES
Same Trailer: Different Tour

NORTH MS ALLSTARS
w/ Lightnin Malcolm

The Dirty 
Guv’nahs are 

wise in the ways 
of rock n’ roll 
beyond their 
tender years

It’s clear 
that this is a 
girl who has 
something 

to say

The product of 
a special time 

for modern 
Mississippi 

country blues

THROWBACK

THURSDAY

92.1  FM

Throwbacks from 

80s, 90s and TODAY

with D.J. T

Thursdays
9-11 am

Mississippi Blood Services: 15 Years of Saving Lives

Saving three lives in ap-
proximately 45 minutes comes 
at the small price of  a pinch 
and a prick for people who 
visit and donate to Mississippi 
Blood Services.

This nonprofit donation 
organization services 49 hos-
pitals in the state of  Missis-
sippi. Misssissippi Blood Ser-
vices has nine drawing centers 
throughout the state with dis-
tribution hubs in Jackson, Ox-
ford and Greenville, and its 
corporate office is located in 
Flowood.

Before Mississippi Blood 
Services formed in 1979, hos-
pitals that needed blood for 
their patients were forced to 
fend for themselves.

“The basic idea was that 
this would take care of  the 
needs of  Mississippi,” said 
Lolita Gregory, the regional 
manager for Mississippi Blood 
Services.

The Oxford branch of  Mis-
sissippi Blood Services was de-
veloped in the late 1990s and 
is going on 15 years of  opera-
tion. Jennifer Hudson, a local 
marketing representative for 
Mississippi Blood Services in 
Oxford, said being in a college 
town has helped the organiza-
tion generate support.

“We have several other hubs 
that we function throughout 
the state and certainly we do 
think that the Oxford hub 
generates a lot of  donations 
just due to the involvement 
and interaction that we have 
with the students on campus,” 
Hudson said.

University of  Mississippi 
students agree that although 
donating blood may not seem 
fun, it’s a worthy cause.

“Even though it might make 

you uncomfortable for a little 
while it’s worth it in the long 
run because it’s saving some-
one’s life,” said Kay Kay 
DeRossette, Ole Miss senior 
and Miss Ole Miss.

Weekly drives are hosted 
at Ole Miss on the Student 
Union Plaza in addition to 
other theme-related drives 
hosted by different organiza-
tions.

“We love a theme,” Gregory 
said. “Themes seem to work 
really well.”

For the week of  Halloween, 
Mississippi Blood Services 
hosted a Transylvania Bowl 
Blood Drive in which Ole Miss 
students competed against 
Mississippi State students to 
see which school could donate 
the most blood. Ole Miss won 
and provided a donor from 
that week the opportunity to 
receive a $1500 scholarship.

“We try to keep donating 
blood a fun experience to 
keep donors coming back,” 
Hudson said.

Other popular incentives 
that Mississippi Blood Servic-
es offers include gift cards to 
restaurants and movie passes. 
A t-shirt is given to everyone 
who donates blood.

As the leading trauma cen-
ter in the state, The Univer-
sity of  Mississippi Medical 
Center is the biggest recipi-
ent of  donated blood. Greg-
ory said it is crucial that the 
community remain educated 
about the importance of  do-
nating blood.

“We want to be able to take 
care of  Mississippi,” Gregory 
said. “We don’t want to have 
to go outside of  Mississippi 
and ask Tennessee for help 
or Arkansas, and so in doing 
that, the strongest message for 
us is making sure people un-
derstand not only the impor-

tance of  donating blood but 
donating blood on a regular 
basis.”

the center hosts throughout 

the year. 
Blood can be donated ev-

ery 56 days. People wanting 
to donate blood can visit the 

local MBS Hub in Oxford or 
participate in any of  the many 
drives.

BY CLANCY SMITH
clsmith3@go.olemiss.edu

CHRISTINA HUFF | The Daily Mississippian

CHRISTINA HUFF | The Daily Mississippian

Top to Bottom: Adam Goodman donates blood during a blood drive Wednesday. The Mississippi Blood Services bus during the blood 
drive. 

COMPASSION
on a stick
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one day in advance. 
The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is in ses-
sion except during the summer session which is Tuesday through Thursday. 

Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.

RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL 662.915.5503

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - �extra $0.50 per word

APARTMENT FOR RENT
AVAILABLE NOW 2 BEDROOM, 1.5 
bath apartment. W/D $680/month. $680 
security deposit. The Cove Apartments 
(662)234-1422 
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/ 2.5 BATH town-
house with W/D included. No pets. 1 
Year lease. Quiet. $500 security depos-
it. Call (662)234-0000 
1 BEDROOM 1 BATH WITH STUDY 
2950 S. Lamar. Single Student Occu-
pancy. Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher 
included, washer/ dryer hook-ups in apt. 
Laundromat onsite. Covered O. U. T. 
bus stop across street. Parental guar-
anty required available January $435 
month (662)832-0117 
TIRED OF YOUR ROOMMATE? Look-
ing for a 1 bedroom apartment for the 
spring semester? Spacious floor plan, 
full size washer and dryer, fabulous 
amenities, fully furnished. $825/month. 
Call (770)289-0854

ROOM FOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT at 3br/2ba condo 
$400/mth/$400dep 662-419-5083 
(662)489-7964 

CONDO FOR RENT
SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM 2.5 BATH at 
Quarter Condominiums. Major applianc-
es, water/ sanitation included. Ceramic 
and carpet floors, gas fire place, 2 car 
carport, shared courtyard with gazebo. 
$890 month (662)832-0117 

WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Short-term rent-
als including event weekends. Lots of 
availability! www.oxfordtownhouse.com 
(662)801-6692 

LOST

RWEARD OFFERED FOR RETURN 
Lost watch at Ole Miss vs Arkansas 
game. Please call (601)613-4488 

MISCELLANEOUS
PREGNANCY TEST CENTER Preg-
nancy Testing, Limited Ultrasounds, 
Facts, Options, and Support. No insur-
ance required. Free and Confidential. 
www.pregnancyoxford.com (662)234-
4414 

PART-TIME
STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM Paid Survey 
Takers Needed In Oxford. 100% FREE 
To Join! Click On Surveys. 
NEED EXTRA CASH? Papa John’s 
Pizza is now accepting applications for 
all positions. Apply in person from 1p-4p 
Mon-Fri at 1506 W. Jackson Avenue. 

SPORTS

Volleyball hosts Georgia, Kentucky this weekend

The Ole Miss volleyball 
team will host two games this 
weekend as Georgia (18-8, 
8-6 Southeastern Conference) 
and No. 17 Kentucky (18-6, 
10-3 SEC) come to Oxford.

The Rebels just finished a 
stretch of  five games in the 
first 10 days of  November in 
which Ole Miss (13-13, 3-10 
SEC) went 2-3. The back-to-
back wins Ole Miss posted 
over Mississippi State and 
Tennessee were a relief  in an 
SEC season that saw the Reb-
els start 1-9.

“The best part about this 
young team is while we have 
some inexperience, they are 
very good in the gym every 
week,” head coach Joe Getzin 
said. “Having a good attitude 
in the practice gym hasn’t 
been a problem for us at all.”

Getzin has relied on youth 
on all season. Of  the 12 play-
ers who played in the last 
match against Texas A&M, 
seven were freshmen or soph-
omores; two more players are 
juniors that transferred to Ole 
Miss and are playing in their 
first SEC season. 

The Rebels sit at 11th in 
the 13-team SEC standings, 
ahead of  Mississippi State 
and Tennessee.

“Overall, the spirits are 
good, and they’re believing in 
themselves,” Getzin said.

Ole Miss has struggled de-
fensively this year, as they are 
last in the SEC with 12.68 
digs per set. Junior defensive 
specialist Rachel McLamore 
saw an increase in playing 
time against Texas A&M and 
turned in a 12-dig perfor-
mance. Freshman setter Au-
brey Edie has picked up her 
defensive game by posting 27 
digs in the last three matches. 
Also, junior libero Cara Fish-
er has posted 43 digs in the 
last three matches. 

“That’s one area through-
out the year we’ve put a lot 
of  emphasis on,” Getzin said 
of  defense. “We’ve got to con-
tinue to improve on that. And 
if  we can hit the numbers that 

we hit over this last stretch, 
we’ll be in a great spot.”

Although Ole Miss took a 
step back offensively against 
Texas A&M, in the matches 
prior to that, the offense was 
hot. Against Arkansas, Missis-
sippi State and Tennessee Ole 
Miss hit .299 or better in all 
three matches. Ole Miss has 
moved up to ninth in the con-
ference with a season hitting 
percentage of  .219.

Sophomore middle blocker 
Nakeyta Clair has led the way 
offensively, as she has posted 
59 kills and just 15 attack er-
rors over the last four match-
es. Freshman right-side hitter 
Melanie Crow has also posted 
good numbers over the past 
four games with 45 kills and 
19 digs.

Georgia is fifth in the SEC 
standings and has won four 
of  their last six matches. The 
Bulldogs are led defensively 
by Allison Summers who av-
erages 4.37 digs per set, the 
fifth-best mark in the SEC. 
Ole Miss took Georgia to five 
sets earlier this season before 
falling 2-3.

Kentucky, which has won 
five of  six, comes in as the 
third best blocking team in 
the SEC with 2.53 per set. 
Alexandra Morgan and Sara 
Schwarzwalder are both in 
the top 10 of  the SEC in in-
dividual blocks per set. They 
are second best duo in the 
SEC with 2.19 blocks per set. 
Ole Miss was swept by Ken-
tucky in early October.  

Ole Miss will host Georgia 
Friday night at 6:00 p.m. and 
Kentucky on Sunday at 1:30 
p.m. at the Gillom Center.

For continuing coverage of  Ole 
Miss volleyball, follow @Ty-
ler_RSR and @thedm_sports on 
Twitter.

BY TYLER BISCHOFF
tfbischo@go.olemiss.edu

Stop Driving 
while texting.

Stay aware.
Save a life.

FILE PHOTO (TYLER JACKSON) | The Daily Mississippian

Aubrey Edie hits the ball during a match earlier this season. 
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Rebels add talented foursome in fall signing period
OXFORD, Miss. - Ole Miss 

head coach Andy Kennedy an-
nounced the signing of  four very 
talented players Wednesday, as 
J.T. Escobar, Marcanvis Hymon, 
Stefan Moody and Rauno Nurger 
all signed national letters of  intent 
to join the Rebels for the 2014-15 
academic year.

A native of  Tallahassee, Fla., 
the 6-1 Escobar is a two-time Flor-
ida Coaches Athletic Association 
Class 3A All-State selection and 
averaged 18.4 points per game 
last season at The Maclay School. 
He was also named the Florida 
District 1 Class 3A Player of  the 
Year and shot 91 percent from the 
free-throw line as a junior. Esco-
bar transferred to Florida A&M 
University High School for his se-
nior season and was elected Class 
President. He has played with 
AAU teams the Lee Bulls and the 
Atlanta Xpress.

“J.T. is an outstanding young 
man who can play either of  the 
guard positions,” Kennedy said. 
“His ability to stretch the defense 
along with his ability to facilitate 
off  the dribble makes him a strong 
lead guard.”

Hymon, a 6-7 forward out of  
Memphis, is rated the No. 132 

overall prospect in the nation by 
Rivals.com and the No. 6 player 
in Tennessee by ESPN.com. The 
Whitehaven star averaged 15 
points, 9 rebounds and 4 blocks 
per game as a junior for coach 
Scooter Lawrence, and helped 
lead the Tigers to a 19-11 record. 
Hymon also starred for Nortron 
Hurd on the Team Thad AAU 
squad from Memphis.

“Marcanvis is a very talented, 
versatile forward who plays above 
the rim,” Kennedy said. “His ex-
ceptional length, coupled with 
his ability to knock down face-up 
jump shots gives him the versa-
tility to help us at either forward 
spot.”

An explosive guard originally 
from Kissimmee, Fla., Moody 
earned Sun Belt Conference 
Freshman of  the Year honors at 
Florida Atlantic last season, post-
ing averages of  15.7 points and 
4.2 rebounds per game for the 
Owls before transferring to play 
for head coach Brian Hoberecht 
at Kilgore C.C. (Texas). Moody 
was also named second team all-
conference and made  52 3-point-
ers at a 35.4-percent clip and 81.5 
percent of  his free throws. In his 
last 3 games at FAU, Moody av-

eraged 27.3 ppg while scoring 
25 points against Arkansas-Little 
Rock, 28 points versus Florida In-
ternational and 29 points against 
Troy. He averaged 27.9 points 
per game as a senior at Poinciana 
High School en route to Parade 
All-America honors, and was also 
named to the Florida Class 7A 
All-State team and the Orlando 
Sentinel All-Central Florida team 
as a senior.

“Stef  is a 5-10 lead guard who 
is as explosiv e a player as we have 
had in our program during my 
eight-year tenure,” Kennedy said. 
“His ability to make plays with the 
ball and the valuable experience 
he garnered as a freshman at FAU 
while earning Sun Belt Confer-
ence Freshman of  the Year give 
him the ability to make an imme-
diate impact in our program next 
year.”

A 6-10 center originally from 
Estonia, Nurger transferred to 
Sunrise Christian Academy in Bel 
Aire, Kan., for his senior season. 
Nurger averaged 10.2 points and 
5.4 boards per game for the Esto-
nian National Team at last sum-
mer’s 2013 FIBA U-20 European 
Championships and finished third 
among all players with 1.8 blocks 

per game. He also posted 10.3 
points and 5.7 rebounds per game 
for Estonia at the 2012 FIBA 
U-20 European Championships.

“Rauno is a long, active big 
man who plays with great en-

ergy,” Kennedy said. “His 7-2 
wingspan gives him length and his 
exceptional timing will allow him 
to be a defensive presence for us 
from day one. We believe he has a 
huge upside.”
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Head coach Andy Kennedy looks on during a game. 



1. Bo Wallace could be 
an SEC First Teamer in ’14 

This is usually where I write 
something about Ole Miss’ 
matchup with the weekend’s 
opponent, but the Rebels are 
playing Troy and I think I’ll 
pass. 

Instead, I’d like to call atten-
tion to the fact that Ole Miss’ 
very own Bo Wallace could 
very well be the Southeastern 
Conference’s first-team quar-
terback in 2014. This may 
come as a surprise, but after 
an analysis of  the conference’s 
quarterback situation for next 
year, it makes sense. 

Alabama’s A.J. McCar-
ron, Georgia’s Aaron Murray, 
LSU’s Zach Mettenberger, 
Mississippi State’s Tyler Rus-
sell, Missouri’s James Frank-
lin, South Carolina’s Connor 
Shaw and Vanderbilt’s Austyn 
Carta-Samuels are all seniors 
this year. Johnny Manziel is 
more than likely leaving two 
years early for the NFL. And 
the returning quarterbacks 
at Arkansas, Auburn, Flori-
da, Kentucky and Tennessee 
aren’t on Wallace’s level. 

The one dark-horse chal-
lenger to Wallace for the dis-
tinction is Missouri’s Maty 
Mauk, who’s been sensational 
in place of  an injured James 
Franklin. But if  Wallace fin-
ishes out the year with more 
strong performances, I think 
he’ll be the SEC’s first-team 
quarterback in 2014. 

2. #WeBelieve… not so 
much 

Last year, Mississippi State, 
then 7-0 entering its matchup 
with Alabama, launched a 
campaign called #WeBelieve 
in support of  the Bulldogs’ 
chances of  knocking off  the 
Crimson Tide. 

Mississippi State then went 
on to get destroyed by Ala-
bama, 38-7, and then lost four 
of  its five last games. This 
year, the Bulldogs hold a mea-
sly record of  4-5 headed into 
their matchup — and guaran-
teed loss — to the top-ranked 
Crimson Tide. 

Personally, I see a correla-
tion between the timing of  the 
#WeBelieve campaign and the 
Bulldogs’ subsequent struggles. 
The moral of  the story: Don’t 
mess with or get cute with Nick 
Saban. He’ll ruin you and en-
joy doing so.  

3. Will Muschamp’s hot 
seat heating up 

Will Muschamp’s hot seat in 
Gainesville is so hot right now 
that it’s burning his ass. 

Muschamp’s Gators are 
fresh off  a loss, at home no 
less, to Vanderbilt — the 
team’s most recent defeat in a 
four-game losing streak. Fur-
thermore, Florida, 4-5, must 
win two of  its last three games 
against South Carolina, Geor-
gia Southern and Florida State 
to go bowling. I just don’t see 
that happening. 

So, unless Muschamp gets a 
bit of  a reprieve for the bevy 
of  season-ending injuries the 
Gators have suffered this year, 
I’d be somewhat shocked if  
Florida athletics director Jere-
my Foley doesn’t decide to part 
ways with Muschamp. 

4. James Franklin should 
leave Vandy

Unlike Muschamp, Vander-
bilt’s James Franklin has job 
security for days. 

Since Franklin was hired in 
2010, he’s completely turned 
around a culture of  losing 
that’s been a mainstay of  the 
Vanderbilt football program. 
He’s attracted top-notch tal-

ent — smart guys who can 
also ball — and beaten up on 
teams in the SEC that have 
far more resources than the 
‘Dores. Vanderbilt, currently 
5-4, could run the table to a 
second-consecutive 8-3 regu-
lar season finish. No doubt, 
Franklin has been impressive. 

But if  I were in Franklin’s 
shoes, I’d move on. Franklin 
has achieved unprecedented 
success at Vanderbilt — per-
haps unsustainable success — 
and even then fan support has 
been lacking. I think Franklin 
has hit the proverbial ceiling in 
Nashville, and it’s time to cash 
out with jobs such as USC or 
maybe even Florida attainable. 

5. Paul’s Week 12 SEC 
Picks 

Alabama-Mississippi 
State: #WeBelieve that Mis-
sissippi State has no chance 
in hell of  beating Alabama on 
Saturday. The Crimson Tide 
keeps on rolling with a con-
vincing 45-7 victory over the 
Bulldogs.  

Auburn-Georgia: Awk-
ward alert: Auburn quarter-
back Nick Marshall faces the 
school where he played defen-
sive back as a freshman. Mar-
shall won’t be welcomed back 
by Mark Richt as he guides the 
Tigers to a 35-31 win over the 
Bulldogs. 

Florida-South Carolina: 
No offense, but Florida has 
no offense. Steve Spurrier and 
his ‘Cocks lay the smack down 
on the Gators 35-10, keeping 
South Carolina’s hopes of  win-
ning the SEC East alive. 

Kentucky-Vanderbilt: 
This game should only be 
watched after consuming copi-
ous amounts of  your preferred 
adult beverage because it’s 
sure to be a snooze fest. None-
theless, I’m picking the ‘Dores 
38-10 over the SEC’s resident 
cellar dweller. 

Ole Miss-Troy: Dr. Bo 
Wallace better feed Don-
te Moncrief  and Laquon 
Treadwell early on because I 
doubt they’ll be playing much 
in the second half. The Rebels 
blow out Troy 56-14, setting 
up a huge matchup with Mis-
souri next weekend.
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Scott eyes return 
this weekend

FILE PHOTO (ALEX EDWARDS) | The Daily Mississippian

Jeff Scott runs the ball during a game earlier this season. 

BY CODY THOMASON
csthoma1@go.olemiss.edu

Ole Miss has had some 
struggles with injuries so far 
this season, but during the 
bye week, most players were 
able to recover from their 
injuries.  One notable player 
who did not return to play, 
however, was senior running 
back Jeff  Scott.  The Rebels 
now look for him to return 
Saturday.

“He’s doing good, the last 
few days he’s looked great,” 
running backs coach Derrick 
Nix said on Scott’s progress. 
“We’re gonna try to bring him 
a long slowly for the game on 
Saturday, have a couple pack-
ages to get him involved, just 
do what he can do and not try 
to run him into the ground 
right off  the bat.”

Scott, who was originally 
thought to be sidelined with 
a deep thigh bruise, has 
been held out because of  a 
bone spur in his back that 

has caused a nerve in his leg 
to flare up. The Miami na-
tive was on track for a stel-
lar senior campaign before 
the injury occurred, as he 
had racked up 434 yards on 
53 carries, an average of  8.2 
yards per carry. 

The 5-foot-7, 162-pounder 
hasn’t seen game action since 
Ole Miss’ heartbreaking 41-
38 loss to Texas A&M on Oct. 
12, a game he had just four 
carries for 10 yards. 

Scott was also the primary 
punt returner for the team 
prior to his injury, a position 
he will reclaim depending on 
his health.

“He had a good day today,” 
head coach Hugh Freeze said.  
“That’s two days in a row, 
so unless something sets him 
back between now and then, 
I feel like he’ll do that for us.”

For continuing coverage of  Ole 
Miss football, follow @TheCo-
dyThomason and @thedm_sports 
on Twitter.
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