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Relay for Life raises over $21,000

Finalists
chosen
to fill
dean of
students
position
BY DM STAFF REPORT
thedmnews@gmail.com

THOMAS GRANING | The Daily Mississippian

The University of Mississippi Relay for Life was held Friday night at the Oxford Park Commission gym, after inclement
weather caused the event to be moved from the Circle. The event raised over $21,000 for cancer research. See
page 5 for more photos.

Population statistics show
Lafayette County growth
BY KYLIE MCFADDEN
kemcfadd@go.olemiss.edu

In the past three years, Lafayette
County has been the fastest-growing county in Mississippi, having
increased in population by 8 percent since the last official census
in 2010, according to statisitics released by the U.S. Census Bureau
March 27. The statistics show the
population growth of Mississippi
by individual county in the past
year. In the period between July
2012 and July 2013, Lafayette
County’s population rose by 1.62
percent, the third-largest increase
behind Madison and Lamar
Counties.
Clifford Holley, research associate at the Center for Population
Studies at The University of Mississippi, said that in-state migration
is a major reason for Lafayette’s
growth.
“When other counties lose population, they probably lose it to La-

OPINION:

fayette County,” Holley said.
Out-of-state migration and international migration aren’t heavily present as factors in Mississippi’s
population change.
While Lafayette County’s
growth is steady and rapid, the
state as a whole stacks up poorly
against the rest of the country.
“We’re on the bottom side of
increase,” Holley said. “We’re
probably about the 10th-slowestgrowing state.”
The majority of the growth in
the United States is concentrated
in the West and Southeast, and
primarily in areas with access to
larger cities.
With Lafayette being heavily influenced by the university, there is
an atypical spike in the population
of young adults. Lafayette County
has as many people aged 20-24 as
Jackson County, which contains almost three times the total population of Lafayette.
Holley said the presence of the

university greatly contributes to
the allure of Oxford, especially
among retirees. The town contains
amenities such as the Ford Center
and Vaught-Hemingway Stadium
that are easily accessible without
the congestion and rush of a big
city.
The large elderly population
of the Oxford area, according to
Holley, will most likely skew the
size and demographics of Lafayette County in the future.
“Unless we see more international migration, we’ll probably
start seeing the end of population
growth, or even population decline,” he said.
The population estimates by the
U.S. Census Bureau are gathered
by comparing several statistical
observations from the counties, including births compared to deaths
and data from the Internal Revenue Service and Medicaid, as well
as net internal or domestic migration.
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GRAPHIC BY NATALIE MOORE | The Daily Mississippian

The University of Mississippi’s Division of Student Affairs
has officially chosen two candidates for the position of assistant vice chancellor for student
affairs and dean of students.
Candidates Bob Rasmussen
and Melinda Sutton gave presentations to the public March
18 and March 24.
Rasmussen currently serves
as the dean of students at Utah
Valley University in Orem,
Utah. At Utah Valley University, he has served as director of
student life and leadership and
director of campus events, as
well as holding other leadership
positions.
Sutton currently serves as the
associate dean of student life at
Southern Methodist University
in Dallas. She has also served as
deputy to the dean of students
at the University of Texas at
Austin.
Current Dean of Students
Thomas “Sparky” Reardon announced this past summer that
he would be retiring on April 30
after 36 years of service to Ole
Miss. Before becoming the dean
of students, Reardon was the
director of pre-admissions and
the associate dean of students.
“At this point, we are still
gathering feedback from various constituents that met with
the candidates,” Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Brandi
Hephner Labanc said.
Labanc said she hopes to review that information early this
week.
The Division of Student Affairs is expected to announce
the new dean of students once
an official decision has been
made.
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BY CORY FERRAEZ
cferraez@go.olemiss.edu

Enough politics. Let’s talk —
well, type, really — relationships.
Romantic relationships, that is. We
all have them, for better or worse.
Some people need them, some
don’t. But whatever your views are
toward them, you most likely will
be in one during your collegiate
career.
So, what makes them work?
And how can you have a fulfilling
connection? Read on, men and
women alike. I hope you’ll find
something that helps you in this
short piece. I’ve tailored it to revolve around college life more than
anything, but don’t fret older readers; the basic rules below apply to
any relationship or marriage.
No. 1: Solidify friendship. I’m
not disputing the one-night stand
or love-at-first-sight mentality that
is ubiquitous in college life. That is,
sharing a connection then quickly
establishing a title, or thinking you
share that connection. It works for
some people. But mostly, I see couples succeed that have a friendship
base. The older I get (which is not
very old right now), the more I see
genuine friendship is key, even over
some family.
So this certainly can apply to the
foundation of any relationship. It
T H E D A I LY
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involves true erudition, and often
being able to share that awkward
silence that mere acquaintances
can’t stand. If you’ve got a solid
base, it may be easy to break the
house that’s built upon it, but starting afresh after a problem is much
easier. Particularly given that our
rash, young emotions create trivial
problems out of thin air more often than our government.
No. 2: Don’t focus on the negatives. Who wants to be around a
negative Nancy? No one, that’s
who. People like to be around positive people. They seek their time
and enjoy their encouragement.
Yes, there is a time to vent about
your problems, but venting about
each others’ weaknesses is not the
proper discourse. You’ll find that
even between classes, sending a
kind word via text or carving time
out of your day to give an uplifting compliment goes farther in the
long run than a cheap indulgence
because you have to.
No. 3: Treat it like a game, and
you’ll always be playing one. This
should really be No. 1. Why do
young people feel this arena is
a game to be played and won?
Should you call or text first? What
should your response time to that
communication be? Or just pretending not to care.
These are seemingly all symptoms of our generation’s inability
to vocalize and express our true
feelings that sure would help our
relationship’s honesty meter. If
you find that the key to securing a
partner involves this game, you’ll
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be playing one through your whole
relationship — and it oftentimes
won’t go far, because someone ultimately wins and loses.
No. 4: Respect involves appreciation and listening. Lord, haven’t
we strayed far away from this. Selective listening doesn’t cut it. We
should listen twice as much as we
speak. Yes, women, this still applies
to you. If you’re doing all the talking, chances are the other person
has stopped listening. Encourage
mutual, not one-sided, conversation. Whoever knew your partner
knew so much or had so much to
say before you started listening?
Respect is not just an Aretha
Franklin song; it is tricky, and can
easily be taken for granted. “Gentleism,” or however one chooses to
spell it, doesn’t die with feminism.
There are proper ways to show
you care. Learning the gentleman’s
code is one of them and showing
genuine appreciation toward your
partner because those manners being practiced is just as important.
No. 5: Anger, whether alcoholinduced or not, can always be handled better. Yeah, the statistics say
you’re drinking, even underage.
And you’ll most likely be doing it
with your better half, or a group of
friends talking about your better
half. Either way, it’s best to leave arguments, or anger that stems from
them, for another day when cooler
heads prevail.
Sounds easy, right? Not really,
until you’re there in the moment,
running out of the bar crying or
furious. Best make that commit-

The Daily Mississippian welcomes all comments.
Please send a letter to the editor addressed to The Daily
Mississippian, 201 Bishop Hall, University, MS, 38677
or send an e-mail to dmeditor@gmail.com.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no
longer than 300 words. Third party letters and those
bearing pseudonyms, pen names or “name withheld”
will not be published. Publication is limited to one letter
per individual per calendar month.
Student submissions must include grade classification and major. All submissions must be turned in at
least three days in advance of date of desired publication.

ment to leave it until the morning;
besides, no one wants to hear your
fight when they’re trying to have a
good time too.
No. 6: Commonalities are important as any other life goals.
Couples, even in college, who
aren’t sharing goals with each other
are missing out. You find out what
commonalities exist so you can do
No. 4 above and truly appreciate
one another, thus allowing you to
set aside time to engage in those
goals or commonalities together.
You like watching football or
hunting, and she likes shopping
on the Square. Take the time to
do what’s important to the other
person; they’ll appreciate you
more, and you’ll have more experiences whether you like them or
not. Importantly, people who set
goals generally have been proven
to be more successful — why not
let goal-setting and the success that
comes with it be a part of your relationship too?
And lucky No. 7: Flexibility over
rigidity is key. We have to do things
we don’t like. We have to put up
with characteristics and traits that
may bug the hell out of us. But you
know what? Sometimes we have to
move on. If you’re getting in thinking you’ll change him or her later,
time to rethink your situation and
move on. Try to implement some
of the above and you may be surprised at just how happy you can
be in your newly found relationship.
Cory Ferraez is a third-year law student from Columbus.
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Meeting to be held regarding post office closure

JARED BURLESON | The Daily Mississippian

Sarah Semper mails a birthday present to her sister at the post office inside the Union Jan. 23.

BY CATY CAMBRON
thedmnews@gmail.com

The U.S. Postal Service
will hold a community meeting at the Jackson Avenue
Center April 3 regarding the
proposed termination of The
University of Mississippi’s
post office. The termination
is a result of the Feb. 6 announcement of the UM Stu-

dent Union renovation and
expansion plans expected to
begin this summer.
The post office will permanently shut down on June 30,
and the Department of Student Housing will aid in delivering mail and packages to
both students and faculty, according to a university press
release.
The purpose of the meeting

is to explain the changes that
will take place and to address
any opinions or concerns.
The meeting is open to the
public and is expected to last
from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
The press release also states
that the first floor of Crosby
Hall is expected to become
the new mail center for students who live in residence
halls. The option of students

receiving text or web alerts
when their mail has arrived
has also been discussed.
Faculty members will receive their mail at the departments where they work.
According to a letter written by Postmaster Dana Amos
on March 1, the university
will assume complete responsibility to act independently
as a mail unit once the postal
service in the Union has been
suspended.
Because the university will
be keeping its own ZIP code,
the mail headed to university
departments will first be delivered to the Jackson Avenue
Center. From there, university
mail workers will deliver the
mail to individual buildings
and its employees.
Other university post office

customers who previously had
a mailbox will have the option
of getting a P.O. box at the
Oxford post office, located
one mile from campus. However, the Oxford post office is
only offering P.O. boxes on a
first-come, first-serve basis.

211 S. LAMAR, OXFORD
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Abbott gives Conference for the Book keynote address
Described by author and
creative writing professor Tom
Franklin as having the best
titles of any author he knows,
Megan Abbott has been inspiring Oxford’s readers and
writers ever since her first visit
down South in 2007.
The current John and Renee
Grisham Writer-in-Residence
at The University of Mississippi and this year’s Southern
Literary Festival’s keynote
speaker, Megan Abbott is an
award-winning author of six
novels, including “The End of
Everything” and “Dare Me.”
Her latest novel, “Dare Me,”
has been named one of the
best books of 2012 by Amazon
and Entertainment Weekly

and is on its way to becoming
a motion picture. Abbott also
has a new novel, “The Fever,”
slated for release in June 2014.
This past Friday, Abbott’s
keynote address at the Southern Literary Festival took the
audience down memory lane
as she explored the “weirdness
of literature” by discussing
Archie Comics and Faulkner
to Freud and everything in
between. Abbott’s quirky humor and humble attitude entertained the audience in the
most unexpected of ways.
Starting her keynote by referencing Tennessee Williams,
Abbott said that “the weirdness is the greatness in all
great books.” She continued
to describe the weirdness in
some of her favorite novels by
admitting that when she first

read William Faulkner’s “The
Sound and the Fury,” she did
not know what she was reading at all.
“This was the first time I
was reading a book, finished it,
flipped to page one and started
again,” Abbott said. “These
types of books are the muse to
ourselves and to other books.”
Abbott cites Faulkner and
Jack Pendarvis as the reasons
for her move from New York
to Oxford.
“Oxford is the richest literary locale I could have
dreamed of,” she said.
Abbott is not only working
on her writing; she is also a
professor for an advanced fiction workshop at the university
this semester. Abbott praised
her students for their creativity and “unusual literary surprises.”
Abbott referenced a few of
her students in her keynote,
and many of them were there
Friday night to support her.
Mary Marge Locker, junior
English major and current student of Abbott, described her
class as “a time to talk about
all the great things that make
writing weird. Abbott is always
so great.”
Abbott received the invitation to be the keynote speaker
about a year ago from Beth
Spencer, the organizer of this
year’s festival. The festival
was held as part of Oxford’s

COURTESY DREW REILLY

Megan Abbott, shown above, delivered the keynote address for Conference for the Book
Friday.

21st Conference for the Book,
bringing in students from universities around Mississippi,
Tennessee, Arkansas and other
nearby states. As part of the
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OPEN SENATE

festival, the night’s events after
the keynote address at The Inn
at Ole Miss included a book
signing at Off Square Books
and a concert at the Powerhouse.
After this semester, Abbott’s
plans definitely include coming back to Oxford. Her next
major appearance will be in
2015 as the honorary curator
of the William Eggleston exhibition at The University of
Mississippi Museum.
“I am very excited,” Abbott
said. “It’s a good excuse to
come back.”
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Feature Photos: UM Relay for Life

ANNA BRIGANCE | The Daily Mississippian

THOMAS GRANING | The Daily Mississippian

THOMAS GRANING | The Daily Mississippian

THOMAS GRANING | The Daily Mississippian

Clockwise from top left: Participants examine luminaries during a lap. Survivors lead the first lap of the event. Participants applaud as the
survivors pass. Participants walk past Relay for Life signs.
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-- Chateaubriand (1768-1848)
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Ole Miss track and field off to a roaring start
csthoma1@go.olemiss.edu

The Ole Miss men’s track and
field team entered the season
ranked 12th nationally, and both
the men’s and women’s teams
have impressed this season.
Ole Miss debuted the outdoor
season by hosting the Ole Miss
Open at the Ole Miss Track
and Field Complex March 22.
The Rebels had a record-setting
day en route to winning 12 total
events while competing against
13 teams.
Junior Sam Kendricks led the
way as he broke his own facility record in the pole vault by
clearing 18-2 to win first place.
Fifth-year senior Ricky Robertson exploded out of the gate after
returning from a redshirt season

by equaling his own facility record of 7-5 in the high jump.
After transferring from Illinois,
sophomore Nathan Loe debuted
his career as a Rebel by setting
the school record in the hammer
throw at 202-1.
The Rebels also had widespread success outside of their
record-setting
performances.
Freshman indoor All-American
Jalen Miller won the 100- and
200-meter sprints, junior Dameon Morgan won the 800-meter
race, junior Robert Semien won
the 110-meter hurdles and junior
Phillip Young won the long jump.
In addition to his personal performance, Miller led the 4x100
relay team to a solid, seasonopening time of 40.22. Miller,
All-American Mike Granger,
freshman football player and
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201 BISHOP HALL 662.915.5503
APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/ 2.5 BATH townhouse with W/D included. No pets. 1
Year lease. Quiet. $500 security deposit. Call (662)234-0000
TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bedroom
1 bath w/ study 2950 S. Lamar. stove,
refrigerator, dishwasher, washer/ dryer
hookups in apartment. on O. U. T. bus
route. Single Student occupancy only.
year lease parental guaranty required.
$435 month (662)832-0117
AVAILABLE NOW AT THE COVE
APARTMENTS: 1 bedroom $550 2 bedroom $680 (662)234-1422
TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1BR w/
large office. 1 mile to campus. $560/
month. Quiet and safe. Best deal in
town. Call (662)234-1550 or visit www.
pinegroveoxford.com.
TWO BDRM, TWO BATH at The Mark.
Ceramic and hardwood floors. Includes
major appliances, water, internet, and
TV cable. $895/ month. (662)456-6226

HOUSE FOR RENT
TAYLOR MEADOWS 2 Bed/2 Bath
brick houses for rent on Old Taylor
Road. Available June or August leases.
(662)801-8255

3 BED PET FRIENDLY

Shiloh on Old Taylor Rd/ Willow Oaks
on Jackson Ave $1050mo/$350pp. New
Paint/ trim/ carpet. Close to Campus/
fenced yards. Pics // FriendUs @facebook.com/ oxford.rentals1 (843)3381436

3BR/3BA BRAND NEW HOMES available for rent: includes stainless steel appliances, ice maker, ceramic tile floors,
security systems, and large walk in
closets, covered patio with porch swing,
cable and internet included in rent. Limited availability. Call (662)236-7736 or
(662)832-2428.
3BDRM, 3BATH - ALL APPLIANCES
$900/month.
College
Hill
area.
(662)473-2114 (662)236-3100
4BDRM, 3BATH - ALL APPLIANCES
$1200/ month, $1200 deposit. College
Hill area. (662)473-2114 (662)236-3100
3BDRM, 2BATH ON A 2 ACRE LOT All
appliances. $900/month, $900 deposit.
(662)473-2114 (662)236-3100
3 BDRM/2 BATH WITH BONUS
ROOM, fireplace, fenced yard. 100
yards from Avent Park. 1.2 miles from
Square. 2200 sq feet. $1450/month.
(662)801-8064
HOUSE FOR RENT 3BR/3BA OFF
OF ANCHORAGE RD $1150/MONTH
(662)816-2700
PRIVATE PEACEFUL LOCATION 2
bedroom 1.5 bath house with study.
2.5 miles from Square. Mature students
Available August. $750 (662)832-0117
NICE 3 BDR 2.5BATH in Eagle Point.
2 car garage, fenced in back yard, gas
fire place, many amenities. Mature Students. Available August $1,170. 662832-0117.
SPACIOUS TOWNHOUSE DUPLEX
2 bedroom 2.5 bath. All appliances included, granite counters, deck, balcony,
fishing/ hunting rights. 5.7 miles to campus. $800 (662)832-0117

sprinter Kailo Moore and sophomore Anthony Branch comprised
the relay team.
Junior Taryn Hartfield led
the way for the women by winning the 100-meter hurdles with
a time of 13.88. Junior Kierra
White won the long jump with
19-2.5, senior Mary Ashton
Nail won the javelin throw with
126-11.5 and junior McKenna
Coughlin achieved a personalbest 11:05.15 in the 3,000-meter
steeplechase on her way to a win.
The Rebels then continued
their hot start at the Clyde Littlefield Texas Relays, a four-day
event last week at the Mike A.
Myers Stadium in Austin.
The Rebels won their first
event on day two of the relays.
The Rebels’ squad of freshman
Robert Domanic, senior Montez

Griffin, freshman Will Spiers and
freshman Sean Tobin won the
distance medley relay in 9:39.51,
a time that ranks them second in
school history.
Kendricks’ world-leading pole
vault marked the highlight of day
three. He won the pole vault by
clearing 18-8.25.
Robertson led the way on day
four as he won the high jump
with an NCAA-leading 7-6.
The women’s team did not
field a winner, but White earned
third place in the long jump with
19-9.5.
The Rebels also had athletes
compete in the Memphis Invitational on Saturday, the last day of
the Texas Relays.
Junior Margaret Harkness was
the lone winner for the Rebels. She won the 3,000 meter in

10:13.83. Her teammates, senior
Amy McCrory and freshman
Saga Barzowski, finished closely
behind her at second and fourth
respectively.
The team also had freshman
Breanna Tate finish second in the
100-meter final, and freshman
Arielle Wallace placed second in
the high jump with a height of
5-0.25.
The men did not field a winner, but Loe finished second in
the hammer throw with a distance of 186-1, and freshman
Julius Lembke placed third in the
800-meter race with a time of
1:57. 24.
The team will look to continue
its success this Saturday as it hosts
the Ole Miss Invitational at the
Ole Miss Track and Field Complex.

1BR/1BA, 2BR/2BA, 3BR/3BA houses
for rent. Includes all full size appliances,
daily garbage pick-up, security system,
high speed internet, expanded basic
cable as well as maintenance. Call
(662)236-7736 or (662)832-2428.

PREGNANCY TEST CENTER Pregnancy Testing, Limited Ultrasounds,
Facts, Options, and Support. No insurance required. Free and Confidential.
www.pregnancyoxford.com (662)2344414

ANIMAL HOSPITAL LOOKING for full
time employee for administrative, managerial, and veterinary assistant duties.
Excellent opportunity for new grad who
wants to start a longterm career working with animals! send coverletter and
resume to jobs@pawsoxford.com.
(662)236-9500
CASA MEXICANA Kitchen Help Wanted Full and Part Time Available No Experience Necessary Apply in Person
(662)236-3855

4-BEDROOM IN
GARDEN TERRACE

All appliances, 2-car-garage. Covered
porch/ patio, walk-in-closets, fireplace.
$1,500/ month. (662)801-1223
STONE COVE PATIO HOMES- Large 3
bed, 2 bath, vaulted ceilings, front porch
& grilling deck. Free sewer & lawn care.
No pets. Quiet area only 2 minutes from
campus. JUST ONE LEFT! $725 total
per month. (662)234-6481
LUXURY BRAND NEW 2 BED/ 2
BATH Large bedrooms w/ walk-in closets, security system, mahogany cabinets, granite style tops, front porch &
large patio area. ONLY 1 AVAIL. $840
total rent. (662)832-8711
STONE RIDGE TWO-STORY HOMESLarge 3 bed, 2.5 bth, security system,
free sewer, free lawn service. Quiet
area just 2 miles from campus. No pets.
ONLY $800 per month. (662)234-6481
3 BEDROOM 3 BATH PATIO HOMELarge bedrooms w/vaulted ceilings,
W/D included, front porch & patio, free
lawn service. No pets. Quiet area near
UM golf course. Avail Aug. Only $800.
(662)832-8711

FULL-TIME

CONDO FOR RENT
SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM 2.5 BATH
1.3 miles to campus. Major appliances,
water/ sanitation included. Ceramic and
carpet floors, gas fire place, 2 car carport, $830 month (662)832-0117

WEEKEND RENTAL
RV PARKING 50&30 amp plugs, water
& sewer. 2 miles south of highway 6 on
highway 7 south Oxford MS (662)8010317
OXFORDFOOTBALLRENTALS.COM
Need A Home for Commencement or
Football Weekends? Call 1855BIGGAME or Go To Our Website.
WEEKEND RENTALS Coming to
Oxford for a weekend? Check with Kay
before you call a hotel! www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOW SWEET OXFORD SOUND
GOSPEL CHOIR CONCERT April 5th
@ 6pm SHARP! Special Guest: OLE
MISS GOSPEL CHOIR Many more....
(662)809-4845

HEALTH & FITNESS
FREE COFFEE! Gourmet coffee company expanding in area. Try samples of
our delicious blends. Call 800-733-6945

MISCELLANEOUS
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Rebel Netters fall to Mississippi State
djrubino@go.olemiss.edu

The Rebels Netters went
down 4-2 to Mississippi State
yesterday at the Palmer/Salloum Tennis Center at Ole
Miss.
The Rebels got off to a great
start by winning the doubles
point. Junior Nik Scholtz and
freshman Ricardo Jorge closed
out the first victory with an 8-4
decision on court 2, and then a
tiebreaker decided the last two
doubles matches.
First, sophomore Stefan
Lindmark and junior William
Kallberg lost to Malte Stropp
and Jordan Angus of Mississippi State. The point came down
to senior Johan Backstrom and
sophomore Joe Rogers, and
they won 8-7 (7-1) in the tiebreaker to give the Rebels the
early 1-0 lead.
Singles play began with less
fortune than doubles. Kallberg lost his match 1-6, 0-6 on
court 2 against Stropp; Kallberg is still recovering from an
ankle injury suffered last week.
Backstrom then dominated his
match and won 6-1, 6-0 on
court 4, and the win gave the
Rebels a 2-1 lead in the overall
match.
Losses by Jorge, Lindmark,
and redshirt freshman Vinod
Gowda ultimately gave the
Bulldogs the victory.
“That was a tough one. The
guys fought really hard,” head
coach Billy Chadwick said.
“Really did a good job getting
the doubles point.”
Nik Scholtz never got to finish his match against Florian
Lakat. The overall match decision arrived before the conclusion of Scholtz’s match, but he
was leading 6-3, 2-6, 5-4 when
it ended.
“There was no doubt that
Nik was going to win that
match,” Chadwick said. “Nik
was going to serve it out, and
the other guy did a really good
job of playing well on the
match points that Nik had,

but Nik was going to win that
match.”
The match came down to
Gowda, who fell 7-6, 4-6, 1-6
after leading in the second set
4-2.
“It would’ve been good to
see Vinod challenge the guy
more, especially in the beginning of the third set,” Chadwick said. “It’s disappointing
when you’re up and you don’t
close it out, but that’s when
you’ve really got to be tough.”
The Rebels now have a week
of preparation before traveling
to Columbia, S.C., on Friday
to take on the Gamecocks.

ALEX EDWARDS | The Daily Mississippian

Nik Scholtz returns the ball during a match Sunday.
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