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Chinelo Ibekwe, a senior
chemical engineering major
and student in the Haley
Barbour Center for
Manufacturing Excellence, has
applied for both Rhodes and
Cambridge scholarships.
Submitted photo

Chinelo Ibekwe Named West Africa Rhodes Semifinalist
Chemical engineering senior is also seeking Gates Cambridge Scholarship

DECEMBER 6, 2017 BY EDWIN B. SMITH

University of Mississippi senior Chinelo Ibekwe was recently named a
Rhodes Scholarships for West Africa semifinalist.

The Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College student was among 65
candidates selected for the semifinal round from 2,948 applicants.
Ibekwe interviewed via Skype with judges in Lagos, Nigeria, in mid-
November 2017.

“We had good conversations about my background and my interest in
the Rhodes Scholarship,” said the chemical engineering major from
Nigeria. “I did not move on to the final round of 15 finalists. However, I
am currently applying for the Gates Cambridge Scholarship and will
receive news in March 2018.”

Ibekwe said she is also applying to graduate schools in the U.S. for
further study in health-related fields. She seeks to modernize her
country’s health care system to help overcome its technology
infrastructure challenges.

“I am also open to global health fellowships in African countries and job
opportunities in health care companies,” Ibekwe said. “My long-term
goal is to work in the Nigerian Ministry of Health and to help foster
technology innovation in our health care sector.”

Ibekwe is also a student in the Haley Barbour Center for Manufacturing Excellence and has worked with
the UM chapter of Engineers Without Borders in Togo, West Africa. She has done two internships with
Goldman Sachs. In addition, Ibekwe interned with Mars Food Co. and took a year off to work for
Medtronic. She also was a summer public policy fellow at Princeton University and a summer pre-MBA
student in the Tuck Business Bridge Program organized by the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth
College.

Ibekwe is writing her honors thesis about health policies that affect nursing mothers in the Mississippi
Delta region. She chose her major, her research topic and her internships to prepare her to return to
Nigeria, where she would like to be the minister of health one day.

“Chinelo has been deliberate in designing an interdisciplinary academic and co-curricular experience,
from chemical engineering to manufacturing, visits with health care professionals during winter breaks,
internships in finance, food production and medical device development, and, most recently, a summer
institute focusing on public policy,” said Toni Avant, director of UM’s Career Center and Ibekwe’s
adviser. “I have never seen a student more dedicated to reaching her career goal.”

The West Africa Rhodes Scholarship was introduced in 2017 to identify and support innovative young
leaders in West Africa. Students selected for the West Africa Rhodes will receive scholarships for
tuition and living expenses to study at the University of Oxford in fall 2018. The Rhodes Trust,
established in 1903, selects creative young leaders with a commitment to serving others.

Since 1903, it has “convened a community of extraordinary people who share a history of enriching their
communities, pioneering in their chosen fields, and applying the knowledge and experience acquired as
scholars for the betterment of society,” according to Charles Conn, chief executive officer of the Rhodes
Trust. The Rhodes Scholarship selection committees seek students of outstanding intellect, character,
leadership and commitment to service.
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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