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Graduate 16, University, Miss,.
February 15, 1963

Dear Bill and S elty:
~ Yesterday, it being Valentine's *ay, I helped make a little Mississippl
dstory by asking Jim Meredith to play golf with me. He said that he had been
hoping to get in a game or two but his clubs were in Jackson, ete,, etc, Anyway,
he agreed to meet me at the office at 1:30 anc in the meantime I had asked Cliff
MeKay and Russell Barretti, Only McKay showed up, with Meredith, and we droppe
by the club house to talk with June L@ve&aﬁxfw%@ was damned nice to Black Jim,
Instead of paying the fifty cent fee Meredith signed up for five bucks worth of
playing, suggaatiuf'that he would have to come at least nine times more to get
his money's worth, I'm sure that he intends doing just that, As we teed off it
was apparent that we had plenty of company, with marshals all over the place,
Chief Tatum in a Univemaity car up'by the Veterans apartments, and a jeep load
of soliders off towards the cemetery, It was cold and windy and we had to wait
a good while before each ﬁh@tw'ﬂﬁrﬁkith is aﬁparont ; a good golfer but completely
out of practice, It seems that he played a lot in Japan, As you xnow he is a slight
person, probably weighing no more than 140 but he has a good golf swing and, God
knows, is the most relaxed person 1 ever saw, He dubbed a good many of his shots,
rather topped them because he was trying to play in mid-season form, He did get
away & faw awfully gw;* shots, particularly his drives on the 5th and 6th holes,
We didn't keep icKay was in better form than usual and I was in the middle,
In spite of the fﬁﬁt that it wase cold and drill day for the various service units
on thg eamﬁﬁs. thar@'mnst have been forty people playing on the course., 1 was
app: each time we taught up with some golfers or they caught up
with us. Actually. éa- golfers couldn't have acted bhetter, They were exactly
"***;,:}15’1n their rulationta Heredith but naithﬁr'were they nasty, as I
a ght some an ﬁi‘th thia a;@arant a lm st-go'.' H’ill. 8
ng ol WLy ecause I was ﬁlﬁ-", r's 1 ting ‘
troubla whieh a'“_4'f¢ally'eamu. Standing around was chara. taa. Whenmwa got
to the second tee mw most apparent that we were baiv watched by a lot of
people, ineluding a couple in.an arumy helicopter, Th@-wilklentalvies used by
57@ mnrsha1s aww the mili«t's 't axa@ﬁky aanéudive t@ good golf shots. On
ondd I went into the my second sho hen plaved up near the green
T *»a wwﬂ DAl ;aﬁ  ef two fs _ma). This was the highlight for me,
Jim.kapt getting a 1ittla more sure of himself and came tnroughwwithqs-m@ gO0OC
shots besides those off the tees, At the third green and near the fourth tee there
was something of a small crowd, over by the apartments, and we could hear occasional
loud laughter as though someone were indulging in wise cracks, But no one came
near us, at least not hear enough so that we could hear them, With the cold and
the crowded course, it took us two and a half hours to play seven holes, That
part was rather dreary and there were timas‘whan. ordinarily, I would have quit
and gone back to the club house, But we kept at it and eventually golt thooghh.
On the 6gh someone mentioned that this‘wa; our Yéépdréf/ "separate but equal" hole
4nasmuch as there are two flags on the green hecause we now have to double back
since the course has been torn up, We didn't do the doubling back, I was relieved
to get back to the warmth of the hcusa and to a cup of coffee in the grill, This
‘was longer than I had been out in months and 1 was just damned tired., A lot of
1t was nervous exhaustion which saﬁmws'ta-hit me but not the others, Slack Jim
was relaxed all the way and we joked ad 1 yund good time, in spite of
the tension that I was more aware of than anyone else, How this guy keeps up his
spirit, having to put up with constant surveillsnce 24 hours a day, and putting up
with the rest of the human race, is beyond my couprehension, I'm sure that I'1)
play golf some more with Meredith but I doubt whether I'll ever do so with
relaxation - not in Mississipri, that is, Anyway, we made it, apparently without
incident, -- Monday I'm going down to Jackson to have dinner with Rabbi Nusshaum
and to taék with a half dtaan.Jaekaﬁu;fnﬁ about why lississippians behave as they
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