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THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
UNIVERSITY, MISSISSIPPI

May 25, 1963

Office of the Chancellor
f

Dro Ro Go Kinabrew t Chairman
Senate of the Faculty
University of Mississippi
UniversitYi Mississippi
Dear Doctor Kinabrewg

I have your memorandum of May l4i

relating various actions taken by the
Senate of the Faculty at its meeting on May 8~ 19630 I should like to comment
on these actions severally
1963~

0

Initially it was resolved to request that the University administration urge
the Board of Trustees to rescind its regulation concerning the screening of
speakers 0 Since there are many misconceptions concerning this regulation,
which was passed by the Board on February 17~ 1955 9 let me first quote it
verbatimg
All speakers invited to the campus of any of the State
Institutions of Higher Learning must first be investigated
and approved by the head of the institution involved and
when invited the names of such speakers must be filed
wi th the Execut i ve "Secretary of the Board of Trustees
0

You will note that the responsibility for approving speakers is left entir.e ly
with the head of the institution g that he is left to determine the nature of
the investigation~ that no directions are given as to whom he may approve,
and that no report is made to the Board except for the name of the speakers
approved 0 In my opinion the Board would not -consider rescinding its regulation as it applies to the University campus -a loneo At the next meeting of
the Presidents 9 Council I shall present your proposal to learn if support
can be ga~ned from the other state institutions for a concerted effort on
all our parts to get the Board to rescind i ts regulation
0

Next in your memorandum is the committee report dealing with the protection of
the faculty by the University administrationo I appreciate your concern and
your criticism in this regardo It has been and shall continue to be a policy
of the administration to defend members of· the faculty in the responsible
carrying~out of their actions as teachers and scholars
a free societyo
I deem it a duty of the administration to use the most effective means that
can be found to protect faculty members against dismissals for unwarranted
causes; against unfair discrimination in promotions~ salary~ or the assignment
of duties; and against any outside interference with their teaching and research
i n the areas of their competency
I shall a l so continue to do all in my power t
with the resources available to me~ to develop and maintain a climate in which
each member of the faculty and, staff can meet t o the fullest his professional
responsibilities 0

in

0

Dro Ro Go Kinabrew

The question of the means to
merits continued study~ May
me and such other members of
mutually convenient time for
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be employed is, of
I suggest that the
the administrative
further discussion

course, a complex one, and it
officers of the Senate meet with
staff that are desired at a
in this area o
.

Let me conclude by congratulating the Senate of the Faculty on its first year
of service o It is my hope and my belief that~ with this experience behind
it. the Senate will become progressively more effective in promoting academic
accomplishments at the University and hence to our overall progresso
Sincerely,
I
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;b.Lu~
o Do Williams

hancellor
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