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Bakery creates custom cakes for recruits

Safe Ride transportation program to partner with Cline Tours

MARY VIRGINIA POTERA 
mvporter@go.olemiss.edu

KATIE FERGUSON
akfergus@go.olemiss.edu

A football-themed cake is seen at Sweet T’s Bakery Tuesday. The bakery has become 
known for making personalized cakes for prospective football recruits.  

PHOTO BY: KAYLA BEATTY

For all-day NSD 
coverage, follow 
@thedm_sports 
and check out 

theDMonline.com        

Students for a Safe Ride, a pro-
gram that provides free and safe 
transportation for Ole Miss stu-
dents, has recently announced 
that they will be collaborating 
with Cline Tours as their new bus 
company. 

The Safe Ride committee is 
looking for long-term solutions 
that will make the program more 
reliable for students. After work-
ing with a different company for 
a short period of time, the board 
decided that Cline Tours was the 
more dependable option for the 
program, according to Safe Ride 
President Gabriella Gonzaba.

“The (other) company wasn’t as 
reliable as we wanted them to be,” 
Gonzaba exolained. “We don’t just 
want a company who commits 
only for a couple of weeks. So, 
we’re excited that Cline Tours will 
be working with us now. They’re 

from Memphis and coming all the 
way over here to help us. That’s 
really good.”

Gonzaba also mentioned that 
the program’s cost has changed, 
which may pose a threat to its 
transportation hours.

“The new pricing has gone up, 
so that’s kind of a problem. We 
may have to change the hours 
we run at certain times. We don’t 
just want to have two buses, but 
three or four continuously like the 
old Rebel Ride used to have. But, 
since the prices have gone up, we 
don’t really know how much it’s 
worth.” 

Associated Student Body Presi-
dent Davis Rogers said he is excit-
ed to work alongside Cline Tours 
as the program’s bus provider. He 
also mentioned that alternative 
funding might be present in the 
future for Safe Ride.

“(Safe Ride) was very successful 
last semester, so we’re looking to 

upgrade our bus system, improve 
our routes and move on for the fu-
ture. The City of Oxford has been 
offered a grant proposal from 
the federal government towards 
pushing for a safer environment 
around Oxford. The city believes 
Safe Ride is a good program, so 
they’re thinking about funding 
parts of it. That’s exciting.”

Rogers included the program 
in his platform when running 
for ASB president last semester 
because he believed that the pro-
gram was popular enough to be 
rebooted. He also mentioned that 
there were negative consequences 
around campus when Rebel Ride 
disappeared, as a secure ride was 
no longer ensured for students. 

“I was a student during the last 
years of Rebel Ride, and I remem-
ber how vital the program was to 
people around me and how much 
of an impact it made when the 

SEE SAFE RIDE PAGE 3

Jeff and Kathleen Taylor, owners of Sweet 
T’s Bakery on Jackson Avenue, have become 
known for making cakes for recruits when 
they come to Ole Miss for visits. The cakes 
are not ordinary cakes, but are artistical-
ly-made replicas of an Ole Miss football jer-
sey tailored for the individual player. 

Jeff Taylor makes the cakes himself each 
time the recruiting coaches let him know 
that a recruit is coming into town. 

“Other schools have been making cook-
ie cakes for the recruits for a while, but we 
wanted to make something more special, 
and we know the recruits really love them,” 
Taylor said. 

Indeed, many recruits have tweeted pic-
tures of their cakes, and espn.com even fea-
tured one of the cakes on their website after 
seeing it tweeted by one of the recruits. 

Kathleen Taylor has been involved in mak-
ing artistic cakes for 17 years. Jeff Taylor 
started to make them a few years ago when 
sculpted cakes became more popular and 
well known, as seen on TV shows like Ace of 
Cakes on the Food Network. Now, Jeff Tay-
lor builds and crafts cakes that are enormous 
structures and edible pieces of artwork and, 

since last fall, has been making the jersey re-
cruiting cakes for each recruit that comes in 
town. 

“It is already an honor to give back and be 
part of what draws recruits to Ole Miss, but 
I find that making these cakes is a good cre-
ative outlet, and we love the reaction of the 
players through Twitter and other means,” 
Jeff Taylor said. 

Kathleen Taylor described the process of 
how the orders are placed and what goes 
into crafting each cake for the recruits.

“The recruiting coaches generally give us 
a week’s notice, and we try to be there for 
them and make every effort we can to make 
the perfect cake for each individual,” she 
said.

Jeff Taylor has allegedly become so skilled 
at making the cakes that now he can typical-
ly finish one within an hour or two, and a few 
weekends ago, when many recruits were in 
town, he made sixteen individual cakes for 
the recruits. 

Although these cakes have become some-
what of a signature item to Sweet T’s, they 
also make cakes for all kinds of different 
events at and outside of Ole Miss. Jeff Taylor 
made a large replica of the Egg Bowl trophy 

Sweet    treats  for Recruits 

SEE CAKES PAGE 3

:Do you think parents have a right 
not to vaccinate their kids?



opinion
PAGE 2 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 4 FEBRUARY 2015 | OPINION

S. Gale Denley Student 
Media Center
201 Bishop Hall,  
P.O. Box 1848
University, MS  
38677-1848

Main Number: 
662.915.5503
Business Hours:  
Monday-Friday,  
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Daily Mississippian 
is published Monday 
through Friday during 
the academic year, on 
days when classes are 
scheduled. 

Contents do not 
represent the 
official opinions of 
The University of 
Mississippi or The Daily 
Mississippian unless 
specifically indicated. 

ISSN 1077-8667

The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. Let-
ters should be addressed to The Daily Mississippian, 201 
Bishop Hall, P.O. Box 1848, University, MS, 38677-1848, 
or e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.

Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than 
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel. 
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen 
names or “name withheld” will not be published. Publi-
cation is limited to one letter per individual per calendar 
month. 

Letters should include phone and email contact informa-
tion so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from stu-
dents should include grade classification and major; letters 
from faculty and staff should include title and the college, 
school or department where the person is employed. 

MISSISSIPPIAN
THE DAILY

LACEY RUSSELL
editor-in-chief
dmeditor@gmail.com

DYLAN RUBINO
sports editor
thedmsports@gmail.com

ALLI MOORE
MADDIE THEOBALD
ELLEN WHITAKER
design editors

SIERRA MANNIE
opinion editor
thedmopinion@gmail.com

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN 
EDITORIAL STAFF:

SARAH PARRISH
managing editor
dmmanaging@gmail.com

LOGAN KIRKLAND
MAGGIE MCDANIEL
news editors
thedmnews@gmail.com

CADY HERRING
photography editor
thedmphotos@gmail.com

MACKENZIE HICKS
copy chief
thedmcopy@gmail.com

EMILY FORSYTHE 
CAROLYN SMITH
PIERRE WHITESIDE 
account executives

MARA BENSING
SARAH DRENNEN
MARYA PAOLILLO
KIM SANNER 
creative designers

CLARA TURNAGE
lifestyles editor
thedmfeatures@gmail.com

PATRICIA THOMPSON 
Director of Student Media and 
Daily Mississippian Faculty 
Adviser

ROY FROSTENSON 
Assistant Director/Radio and 
Advertising

DEBRA NOVAK 
Creative Services Manager

MARSHALL LOVE 
Daily Mississippian  
Distribution Manager 

JADE MAHARREY 
Administrative Assistant

DARREL JORDAN 
Broadcast Chief Engineer

S. GALE DENLEY  
STUDENT MEDIA CENTER

EVAN MILLER
advertising sales manager
dmads@olemiss.edu

ADVERTISING STAFF:

KYLIE MCFADDEN
assistant news editor

KRISTIN JACKSON
digital content coordinator

Do you think parents have a right 
not to vaccinate their kids?

SOUND OFF, Y’ALL: 

“This is 100 percent a public 
health issue, and I feel like those 
should be taken quite seriously. 
However, personal choice is also 
a big factor. Normally, I would 
be opposed to forcing an indi-
vidual to take any medical treat-
ment, but with vaccines it is more 
than any single person’s illness. 
Compared to, say, Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. They refuse blood trans-
fusions, and it only affects their 
personal health. Vaccinations are 
a requirement for all people to 
be healthy. Preventable, fatal dis-
eases are coming back. 

“If parents aren’t going to vac-
cinate their children, those chil-
dren should not be attending 
public school.“

Holly Baer is a junior religious 
studies major from Flowood.

“Nope. Unless you’re a new-
born or you’re immunocompro-
mised (as a result of chemothera-
py, for example), there’s nothing 
dangerous about vaccines. In 
fact, by vaccinating yourself, you 
help prevent the spread of dis-
eases like measles and chicken 
pox to those who can’t be im-
munized. If you don’t, however, 
you put yourself and others at 
risk for contracting these easily 
preventable diseases, which are 
sometimes fatal. We have speed 
limits for the same reason; it’s not 
about taking away your right to 
go 120 miles per hour on High-
way 6, but rather about ensuring 
that you don’t threaten others on 
the road.”

Reid Black is a sophomore bio-
chemistry and philosophy major 
from Pascagoula.

“Yes, it should be left up to 
the parents on how they would 
like to raise their children. And 
if vaccinations are not one of 
the parents’ choices: so be it.”

David Huff is a junior me-
chanical engineering major 
from Brandon.
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program disappeared,” Rogers 
said. “I trusted what I understood 
as a student and decided that this 
program was important enough to 
be pursued again.”

Ole Miss student Lane Proctor 
said the program is important for 
the safety of all students living on 
campus.

“It’s important to keep this pro-
gram running because obviously 
people are going to be drinking 
on a college campus,” she said. “It 
would be irresponsible for the uni-
versity to make a statement against 
drinking by not providing a source 
of transportation for students.”

The program will have a fund-
raiser after spring break in order 
to raise funds for the transporta-
tion costs. They are pairing up with 
Trey Horne, the co-owner of South 
Depot Taco Shop, and providing 
both wristbands and auction items 
for participants. A portion of your 
food or drink order will also be de-
ducted.

Safe Ride became active after it 
was rebooted in September 2014, 
and the committee is hoping to get 
it running for spring semester in a 
couple of weeks. It will pick up and 
drop off in several different loca-
tions, including Martin/Stockard 
and Fraternity Row.

If you are interested in applying 
to be part of the Safe Ride organi-
zation, applications can be picked 
up in the ASB office. They are due 
March 6.

SAFE RIDE
continued from page 1

for the recent recruiting ban-
quet that looks exactly like 
the trophy itself, and he has 
also made stadium replicas 
and other types of cakes for 
weddings and other events. 
In fact, the recruiting coach-
es first got the idea to give the 
jersey cakes to the recruits 
when one of the coaches saw 
the jersey cake featured as a 
groom’s cake at a wedding. 
Generally, it takes Jeff Taylor 
about eight to ten hours to 
make a large sculpted cake, 
and for even more special 
cakes like the stadium and 
Egg Bowl trophy, it takes 
about twelve to fifteen hours.

“The slogan of Sweet T’s is 
‘Baking Memories,’ and that 
is really what we try to do,” 
Kathleen Taylor said. “We 
want the recruits to remem-
ber the experience of receiv-
ing one of our specialty cakes. 
Each cake is personalized and 
unique for each recruit.” 

Nolon Blaylock, junior ac-
countancy major and avid Ole 
Miss football fan, said he first 
saw the cakes tweeted by four 
star recruit DeMarkus Lodge. 
He was impressed with the 
authenticity and quality of 
the pastries. 

“I think it is really special 
and generous that Sweet T’s 
is so involved in showing the 
recruits what they mean to 
the university,” he said.

Sweet T’s Bakery owner Kathleen Taylor decorates a cake last week. 
PHOTO BY: KAYLA BEATTY

CAKES
continued from page 1
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Fifteen University of Mis-
sissippi students decided to 
change the way they were vol-
unteering. What started off as 
an idea during their weekly 
dinners at the Residential Col-
lege is now becoming a reality 
among these dedicated few. 
The students involved in the 
new chapter of Coaching for 
Literacy are not only helping 
raise the funds for important 
literacy organizations, but also 
giving up their time by directly 
volunteering.

Coaching for Literacy, a 
Memphis based non-profit or-
ganization, recently started 
an Ole Miss chapter and part-
nered with Ole Miss Athletics 
to raise funds and awareness 
about illiteracy in Mississippi.

Students of the university 
have a chance to purchase a 
$10 raffle ticket for a chance to 
be an honorary guest of the Ole 
Miss men’s basketball team 
Feb. 25. Together, the team 
and the winner of the raffle 
will help fight illiteracy and the 
UGA Bulldogs. The winner of 
the raffle can bring one friend 
and sit on the sidelines of the 
game, partake in the pregame 
and halftime activities, meet 
the team and stand alongside 
Ole Miss men’s basketball head 
coach Andy Kennedy.

The members of the Coach-
ing for Literacy Ole Miss chap-
ter will be selling raffle tickets 
online and in front of the stu-
dent union on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays until Feb. 20.

The Ole Miss Chapter of 
Coaching for Literacy also in-
vites those who purchase a raf-
fle to come to Rooster’s Blues 
House on Feb. 19. Those who 
have purchased a raffle ticket 
will have free admission, and 
tickets will be sold at the door. 
Local bands Delta Springs and 
Dartboard Girls will be per-
forming, and admission is 18 
years old and up.

The funds raised from the 
raffle will directly benefit three 
local literacy programs. The 
Coaching for Literacy Ole Miss 
chapter has committed to sup-
porting the Barksdale Reading 
Institute, Mississippi Chil-
dren’s Museum and Leap Frog. 
The goal of this new campus 
organization is to raise aware-
ness among the student popu-
lation of the illiteracy problems 
in our state and in our nation.

Currently, the Ole Miss 
Chapter of Coaching for Lit-
eracy is composed of 15 men 
from three different fraterni-
ties. Phi Delta Theta fraternity 
is represented by founder and 
president of Coaching for Lit-
eracy Ole Miss, Matt Bolton. 
Bolton is a current sophomore 
from Memphis who is major-
ing in Business Finance. Con-
ner Adkins, a member of Sigma 
Nu from Jackson, Tennessee, 
and a current sophomore En-

glish major is the vice presi-
dent alongside Wade Meena. 
Meena is a member of Kappa 
Alpha from Jackson and a cur-
rent sophomore management 
information systems business 
major.

“We wanted this organiza-
tion to be an inter-fraternity 
philanthropy event,” Bolton 
said. “We want the awareness 
of this program to be maxi-
mized among different organi-
zations.”

Coaching for Literacy Ole 
Miss wants to unite all stu-
dents, regardless of Greek af-
filiation, for a meaningful pur-
pose such as fighting illiteracy.

“We are all from different 
fraternities, but we want to 
use our connections and come 
together for a common goal,” 
Meena said.

“We are prepared to help 
each other out and make a dif-
ference by putting our differ-
ences aside,” Adkins said.

 Members of the Coaching 
for Literacy Ole Miss are also 
involved with the local Leap 
Frog program, which is a vol-
unteer-based after-school tu-
toring center.

Coaching for Literacy at Ole 
Miss is the first chapter of its 
kind in the state of Mississippi. 
With current chapters at Van-
derbilt University and SMU, 
Coaching for Literacy hopes to 
expand and raise awareness of 
child illiteracy among college 
students all over the nation.

Bolton hopes that one day 
the lime green colors associat-
ed with Coaching for Literacy 
will be as recognizable as the 
pink for breast cancer.

“Next year, I expect the chap-
ter to grow and the sports pro-
grams to continually support 
it,” Bolton said. “The athletic 
department has been so great 
and supportive of the student 
body.”

“Bjork is such a great leader 
who could get in touch with all 
the different departments to 
help out with our idea,” Mee-
na said. “He was a big deal in 
making this chapter happen.” 

The future for Coaching 
for Literacy at Ole Miss looks 
bright and promising. The 
chapter plans to partner with 
other athletic teams on campus 
and give Ole Miss students the 
experience of becoming an as-
sistant coach for a day, all while 
raising money and awareness 
for a cause that matters.

For more information about 
how to purchase your raf-
fle ticket, be sure to check 
out www.facebook.com/
CFLOleMiss. The raffle ends on 
Feb. 20, and only students of 
the university are able to pur-
chase a raffle ticket. Students 
interested in volunteering can 
also text “REBS4LITERACY” 
to 22828 or contact any active 
Coaching for Literacy chapter 
member.

Coaching for Literacy chapter comes to Ole Miss
SARA KIPARIZOSKA
skipariz@go.olemiss.edu

Coaching for Literacy members Chris Diethelm, John Pierce, Peyton Vaughn, Matt Bolton and Brent Ferguson promote their cause 
in front of the Union last week.

PHOTO BY: CADY HERRING
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Sudoku #1
Intermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 11
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3 6 7 8
4 2 3

7 4
5 7 2

8 3 1
4 8

5 1 3
3 8 1 6

AnswersIntermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 11
Sudoku #1
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897156
6582139
146938
295768341

724695
5163927
762489

97254

3678
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74
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831

48

513

3816

Sudoku #2
79253186

63817
124539

92815
658941372
23768
497586

59624
12648793
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5924
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7436

1549

321

3817

5

Sudoku #3
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52643189
13267
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874651
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81432

2

7

9854

5

7

39786

239

Sudoku #4
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7149235
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361987

241
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41

953

86

674

81

739

524

Sudoku #5
189674

49836751
564293

124538
57342
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37916285
685721
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2

718

697

9681

475

137

4

439

Sudoku #6
736415
9857236
289364
593268
4728951

814723
637452

1475289
316478

289

14

517

714

63

695

891

36

259

Sudoku #7
6251374
7358921
497283
236941
1697

547823
425786

8623549
51986472

89

46

165

758

83425

916

391

71

3

Sudoku #8
568392
745281
1964857

81495
285973416
49265

4738612
359278

125369

714

396

23

6732

1837

95

614

847
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Harry Potter Night 
at the Ole Miss Bookstore

MCKENNA WIERMAN
mckenna.wierman@yahoo.com

Witches and wizards of Ole 
Miss, you are hereby invited to at-
tend the first annual Harry Potter 
Book Night at the Student Union 
Barnes & Noble. Look forward to 
crafting wands, finally receiving 
your Hogwarts acceptance letter 
and mingling with other muggles 
who share your love for The Boy 
Who Lived.

On Thursday, the Student 
Union will play host to one of 
the first ever global Harry Pot-
ter Book nights, where the Pot-

terheads of Oxford can gather 
together for a magical evening 
of wicked fun. Theresa Hannah, 
trade supervisor at the Ole Miss 
Bookstore and main organizer of 
the event, is thrilled to be bring-
ing Harry Potter fans together. 

“I’m hosting the party on be-
half of the Ole Miss Bookstore,” 
Hannah said. “I learned about it 
when the publisher sent out the 
call and immediately wanted in.”

In an effort to introduce a new 
generation of readers to the Wiz-
arding World of Harry Potter, 
UK publisher Bloomsbury has 

called upon bookstores around 
the globe to come together for 
one night and celebrate all things 
magical. The event at the Union 
bookstore will take place in the 
afternoon from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
and will include trivia, costume 
contests, crafts and games. 

“Everyone is invited to partic-
ipate,” Hannah said. “I’ve had 
interest from all kinds of fans, 
young and old, so I expect a pret-
ty good mix.”

Harry Potter has united a wide 
variety of fans and enthusiasts 
over the years since the publica-
tion of “The Sorcerer’s Stone” in 
1997. Though the last book was 
published in 2007 and the final 
movie was released in 2011, fans 
of the series have continued to 
keep the characters alive and 
well. One avid Potterhead, Ra-
chel Whitehorn, explained why 
she believes the Potter books 
continue to have such a profound 
impact on fans today.

“The major themes of bravery 
and friendship are universal and 
will never go out of style,” White-
horn said. “J.K. Rowling created 
an immensely detailed world 
with relatable characters who 
feel like old friends to those of us 
who still wish for an acceptance 
letter to Hogwarts.”

Lovers of the Harry Potter se-
ries will likely all share having 
dressed up for a midnight pre-
mier or book release party in the 
past. Although the series is long 
over, it is the goal of this book 
night to give old and new read-
ers a chance to encourage liter-
acy and experience the magic of 
J. K. Rowling’s elaborate fantasy 

world with not only the Ole Miss 
community but with the entire 
world. Members of the Ole Miss 
student body and faculty along 
with Oxford locals are expected 
to attend the event. 

But besides a night of fun and 
games, it’s also important to ac-
knowledge that Harry Potter 
fans are trying to do more than 
just get a new generation of kids 
to dress up in pointy hats and 
robes. In promoting the read-
ership of Harry Potter, fans are 
also supporting the moral pillars 
they believe Rowling’s characters 
stood up for time and time again 
in the novels. Many Potter fans 
are members of a group called 
the Harry Potter Alliance, which 
raises money and volunteers to 
help with philanthropic efforts. 
Hannah said the group is one of 
the reasons she is proud to be a 
Potterhead. 

“Most recently they won a fight 
to make sure that the chocolate 
marketed by Warner Bros. un-
der the Harry Potter name is all 
fair trade — that it doesn’t ex-
ploit farmers or use child labor,” 
Hannah said. “They care about 
kindness and equality, and it’s 
kind of inspiring. I’ve never seen 
a group of fans that are so pas-
sionate about being good to other 
people.”

Ghostlight Repertory Theatre, 
a company made up of Ole Miss 
students, has also volunteered to 
work at the event. 

“They have kindly volunteered 
to provide dramatic readings 
from the first book as well as help 
us run the event by doing things 
like refereeing the wizard duels,” 

Hannah said.
Whitehorn said the Barnes & 

Noble in the Union reached out 
to Ghostlight Repertory The-
atre’s advisor and asked if Ghost-
light would like to participate. 

“They could not have asked a 
more willing group,” said White-
horn, Ghostlight’s artistic direc-
tor. “We have recruited volun-
teers to help facilitate the event, 
and we have tried to promote the 
event to anyone and everyone 
who’s interested.”

There is certainly something 
everyone can enjoy at the Harry 
Potter Book Night, including a 
photo booth and refreshments 
for Potter supporters. 

Volunteer Taylor McHugh said 
she jumped at the chance to be a 
part of the evening and is excit-
ed to man the trivia station along 
with her friend. 

“I was sitting in the theater 
building with my friend Rachel 
when she told me Ghostlight 
Repertory Theatre was doing a 
Harry Potter night,” McHugh 
said. “I love the series more than 
anything I’ve ever read. I asked to 
be a part of it before she told me 
that they needed volunteers.”

For McHugh, her connection 
with the story comes from seeing 
a bit of herself in every character. 

  “The Harry Potter series is 
about the growth of childhood 
and how the choices we make 
change your life forever,” she 
said. “From the beginning of the 
books you are enthralled with 
wonder of the magical world. J.K. 
Rowling creates a place of joy 
and heartache - one can’t survive 
without the other.”
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APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH town-
house with W/D included. No pets. 1 
Year lease. Quiet. $500 security depos-
it. Call (662)234-0000 

TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bedroom 
1 bath w/ study. 2950 S. Lamar. Sin-
gle occupancy only. Ole Miss students 
$450 month (662)832-0117 

HOUSE FOR RENT

3BEDROOMS NOW 
LEASING!

Saddle Creek/ Shiloh/ Willow Oaks/ 
Davis Springs $1200mo/ $400pp. Pet 
Friendly, New Paint/ trim/ carpet-1/4 
mile to Campus/ Pics/ FriendUs @face-
book.com/ oxford.rentals1 662-278-
0774
4BR/4.5BA MAGNOLIA GROVE New 
house/granite tops/stainless applianc-
es/Walk-in Closets $450Bed (662)801-
5170 

STUDENT JOBS
POSITION: TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
End2End Public Safety has openings 
for hourly technical support positions. 
Must have Strong IT background AND 
seeking a degree in a related Informa-
tion Technology field. Responsibilities: 
Technical support via phone and email 
for software applications, Installation 
of applications, Hardware and Network 
Troubleshooting. Great opportunity to 
learn all aspects of software develop-
ment, support, working with Microsoft 
SQL Server and. NET. Flexible hours, 
$12.00 and up per hour. Send resume 
and letter of interest to employment@
end2endpublicsafety.com (662)513-
0999 
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National Signing Day predictions
CODY THOMASON
csthoma1@go.olemiss.edu

With National Signing Day 
finally upon us, I have decided 
to make my final predictions on 
which universities some of the 
Rebels’ top prospects will de-
cide. 
CECE JEFFERSON: OLE MISS 

Florida is also heavily in the 
mix for this dynamic five-star 
defensive end, but I think the 
Rebels hold on to their lead. 
Jefferson had a great visit a few 
weeks ago and can play imme-
diately for the Rebels defense.   
DAMARKUS LODGE: OLE MISS

There’s been speculation that 
Lodge might follow fellow high 
school quarterback Kyle Mur-
ray to Texas A&M, but I think 
Lodge stays with Ole Miss, who 
has had the lead in the race for 
his signature for some time. The 
impressive wideout de-commit-
ted from A&M earlier in the 
season for a reason, and I don’t 
think Murray is enough to sway 
him, especially with the chance 
that Murray might forgo foot-
ball to play baseball.  
DREW RICHMOND: TENNESSEE

Richmond de-committed 
from Ole Miss two days before 
National Signing Day, leaving 
the Rebels virtually no time to 
find a replacement for him at 
offensive tackle. He seems like a 
lock to join the Volunteers now.
VAN JEFFERSON: OLE MISS

While Jefferson did make a 
last-minute visit to the Michi-
gan Wolverines with new head 
coach Jim Harbaugh, I think 
there’s way too much ground 
for Michigan to make up in or-
der to have a chance at flipping 
the wide receiver. I expect Jef-
ferson to be catching passes for 
the Rebels next season.
LEO LEWIS: LSU

The longtime Ole Miss com-
mit de-committed a few days 
ago, and later tweeted out emot-
icons of a tiger and a bulldog, 
hinting that his college decision 

is between LSU and Mississippi 
State. Since he de-committed in 
Baton Rouge on a visit to LSU, 
I expect the Tigers to get this 
linebacker’s signature..
JEFFREY HOLLAND: AUBURN

A close friend of CeCe Jeffer-
son, Holland is a great lineback-
er who is between Auburn, Flor-
ida and Ole Miss.  Holland has 

been very interested in Auburn, 
especially after Will Muschamp 
was hired as their new defensive 
coordinator, and I expect him to 
ink with the Tigers.   
AUSTRIAN ROBINSON: OLE 
MISS

While Maryland has led for 
much of his recruitment, things 
seem to have changed as of late. 

I expect the New York defensive 
end to sign with Ole Miss and 
make the long trip to Oxford.
KEVIN SCOTT: USC

Fellow defensive tackle Ross 
Donnely committing to Ole 
Miss likely means the Rebels 
feel they don’t have a good shot 
at getting Kevin Scott. Ole Miss 
had seemed to be the leader, but 
it was rumored that if USC seri-
ously pursued Scott they would 
land him. It appears they have.  
JAASON LEWIS: ARIZONA STATE 
UNIVERSITY

Although he did visit Ole 
Miss, Lewis remains commit-
ted to ASU, and I don’t expect 
that to change. Florida was also 
fighting but recently got an-
other commitment at running 
back, likely making this battle 
between the Sun Devils, Ole 
Miss and Tennessee, but there’s 
no indication he goes anywhere 
but to ASU.
JALEN JULIUS: OLE MISS

It’s not determined what po-
sition Julius will play at the next 
level, as he’s been projected as 
either a cornerback or a wide 
receiver. Regardless, Julius 
can be a dangerous weapon on 
either side and in the return 
game. I expect Ole Miss to beat 
out Miami and Louisville for his 
signature. 

Be sure to watch Newswatch 
99 for additional National 
Signing Day coverage and pick 
up a copy of The Daily Missis-
sippian tomorrow. 

Top: DaMarkus Lodge Bottom: Austrian Robinson
COURTESY 247SPORTS AND SCOUT.COM
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Tonight’s matchup between 
Ole Miss (14-7, 5-3 SEC) and 
Texas A&M (15-5, 6-2 SEC) 
could determine second place 
in the conference. The Rebels 
are currently tied with five 
other teams for third place in 
the SEC, while they all trail 
the Aggies by one game. 

ESPN “bracketologist” Joe 
Lunardi currently has both 
of these teams in the NCAA 
Tournament. Needless to say, 
this game will be evaluated 
greatly once March Madness 
time comes. Coming into this 
matchup, the Rebels are win-
ners of their last three con-
ference games, which is their 
largest SEC winning streak of 
the season. 

On the other hand, Texas 
A&M has won six straight SEC 
games in impressive fashion. 
The Aggies are currently in 
good shape to make the big 
dance as their RPI is 33, while 
the Rebels’ RPI is 48. Both of 
these teams gave top ranked 
Kentucky their hardest test of 
the season as both Kentucky 
had to win it in overtime over 
Ole Miss and two overtimes 
against Texas A&M.

Judging by the latest sta-
tistics, the Rebels have an 
advantage as they lead the 
SEC in scoring in conference 
games at 75 points per game. 
Ole Miss also leads the nation 
in free throw percentage at 
80.1 percent. The entire SEC 
will be watching this game as 
one of these two teams will 
emerge. So far, the SEC has 
six teams in the top 50 RPI, 
which tops all conferences. 
Furthermore, Ole Miss and 
Texas A&M is a matchup that 
you don’t want to miss and is 
a must win for the Rebels.

IMPACT PLAYER OLE MISS: 
ANTHONY PEREZ

Junior shooting guard Dan-
uel House is a bad man on the 
court. House lights up the Ag-
gies offense as he is playing 
consistent basketball, scoring 
in double figures in his last 
seven SEC games. Ole Miss 
must watch out for House be-
cause he is a threat from long 
range. In the win over Auburn 
last week, House made 6-of-7 
shots from beyond the arc. On 
the season, House is shooting 
around 40 percent from three, 
and he must be contained on 
the wing. House has poten-

tial to go off for a big scoring 
night in this game where the 
stakes are high. 

IMPACT PLAYER TEXAS A&M: 
DANUEL HOUSE

Junior shooting guard Dan-
uel House is a bad man on the 
court. House lights up the Ag-
gies offense as he is playing 
consistent basketball, scoring 
in double figures in his last 
seven SEC games. Ole Miss 
must watch out for House be-
cause he is a threat from long 
range. In the win over Auburn 
last week, House made 6-of-7 
shots from beyond the arc. On 
the season, House is shooting 
around 40 percent from three, 
and he must be contained on 
the wing. House has poten-
tial to go off for a big scoring 
night in this game where the 
stakes are high. 

TAD SMITH COLISEUM 
6:00 P.M. C.T.
TV: SEC NETWORK

For continuing coverage of 
Ole Miss Men’s Basketball fol-
low @browningstubbs and 

@dm_sports on Twitter.

Rebels to face Texas A&M tonight 
BROWNING STUBBS
bbstubbs@go.olemiss.edu

Stefan Moody attempts to block a shot in a game earlier this season.
FILE PHOTO: PAYTON TEFFNER
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