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A former Ole Miss classics 
professor was charged 
with second-degree 
murder on Aug. 19 in 

Springfield, Missouri.
Edward Michael Gutting, 43, 

reportedly entered the home of re-
tired co-worker Marc Cooper, 66, 
and stabbed him to death.

Molly Pasco-Pranger chair of 
the Classics Department, was a 
colleague of Gutting’s when he 

was a professor in the Classics De-
partment on campus from 2003 
to 2011.  Pasco-Pranger said the 
university asked her not to say 
anything more about the charge.

“This is a tragic situation in 
Missouri,” Pasco-Pranger said. 
“Those in our department feel aw-
ful for both our former colleague 
and his family and especially for 
the victim and his family.”

Jon Scott, director of university 
communications, said the univer-
sity consulted with the legal de-
partment and will not release any 
more information about Gutting 

at this time.
Gutting and his wife, Angela 

Hornsby-Gutting, both taught at 
Ole Miss before they left to join 
Missouri State University’s facul-
ty. Gutting taught in the Ole Miss’ 
Classics Department from 2003 
to 2008 and Hornsby-Gutting 
taught history.

Gutting, his wife Hornsby-Gut-
ting and Marc Cooper worked 
together in the Missouri State his-
tory department from 2011 until 
2014.

Gutting was arrested by the 
Springfield Police following the 

attack and taken to the Greene 
County Jail where he resides with-
out bond, according to the county 
jail docket.

According to statements re-
leased by the Greene County Pros-
ecutor Dan Patterson, Marc Coo-
per was home with his wife Nancy 
at 7:45 p.m. on Aug. 17, the night 
of the attack. Gutting came in 
through the back door with a large 
knife. While stabbing Marc Coo-
per, Gutting chased him through 
the kitchen, into the living room 
and knocked him down in front of 
Nancy Cooper.

At one 
point, Gut-
ting was 
kneeling over 
Marc Cooper 
when Nancy 
fought with 
the attacker 
to keep him 
from killing 
her husband 
and was in-
jured in the process.

Gutting told Nancy Cooper that 

The Chancellor’s Advisory 
Committee on History and Con-
text is now accepting input from 
students, faculty and community 
members on the potential renam-
ing of buildings, streets or monu-
ments on campus.

According to Chancellor Jeffrey 
Vitter, the committee has already 
identified three points of interest 
on campus: Vardaman Hall, La-
mar Hall and Johnson Commons.

During the meeting, the 
14-member committee received 
its “charge” and mission from 
Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter.

Vitter said in last weeks meeting 
that the committee’s first task will 
be to compile a comprehensive list 
of sites on campus that need con-
sideration.

“Once the recommendations 
have been reviewed by my office 
and the list of sites is finalized, 
the committee will proceed with 
designing content and format 
to contextualize the designated 
sites,” Vitter said.

Potential sites for contextual-
ization include monuments, street 
names and the buildings, accord-
ing to Vitter.

“I was very pleased to see dy-
namic and honest interactions 
from the CACHC members during 
the first meeting,” Vitter said. “I 
am excited how quickly the com-
mittee has moved forward with ef-
forts to engage the community via 
the online suggestion form. Our 
contextualization efforts for the 
Oxford campus are in good hands 
with this exceptional group.”

A comprehensive report of all 
recommended contextualization 

sites should be completed by next 
March, Vitter said.

The committee is currently ac-
cepting feedback for potential ar-
eas on campus for contextualiza-
tion through its online forum that 
is open until Sept. 9.

Donald Cole, committee co-
chair and assistant provost, said 
that until people begin to submit 

information, there is no accurate 
way to predict which sites will re-
quire review.

Cole said the committee will 
consider all suggestions carefully, 
hold open forums and town hall 
meetings, and will make tran-
scriptions of the meetings public.

“Many members of the commit-
tee expressed a desire to have a 

multifaceted engagement process 
to include live forums and meet-
ings as well as ongoing electronic 
updates,” Cole said. “We will be 
meeting again soon and will be 
sharing plans for live meetings as 
they develop.”

Vitter will host a town hall 
meeting from 3 to 5 p.m. on Aug. 
29 at the Ole Miss Inn where stu-

dents, faculty and staff can discuss 
the current events on campus.

Cole said many sites already 
have plaques that explain the his-
tory or by renaming the sites. Vit-
ter said he plans to use the same 
methods in future contextualiza-
tion.
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I was a member of the Pride of the 
South while in college, and have wit-
nessed the impact that the song “Dixie” 
has had on the student body and com-
munity.  It is a unique fight song that 
shows pride in the Southern heritage, 
not to mention the many cheers based 
on “Dixie” that make Ole Miss one of a 
kind. Never in my years of performing 
this has anyone expressed nothing but 
positive and heartfelt emotion along 
with pride in Ole Miss and our athlet-
ic program. It does not matter if you 
are black or white, you are living in the 
South, and “Dixie” is YOUR heritage 
too, regardless of race.

I am disgusted that an outsider with 
no ties to Ole Miss, other than a pay-
check, can come in here and do away 
with such a strong tradition as the song 
“Dixie,” as it has made Ole Miss what 
it is today.  In reality, the work that the 
administration has done for the sports 
program has been exceptional, but I 
fear that when a better opportunity 
comes along, we will be without not 
only an AD but our traditions we con-
tinue to eliminate.

It is a SHAME that a state-funded 
university refuses to fly the state flag on 
campus, and the university should not 
receive another penny from the state of 
Mississippi until the flag is once again 
present. When future recruits visit Ox-
ford they immediately call it home.

The community is one of the most 
liberal and accepting communities of 
any college town, and to imply that a 
song so rich in pride and tradition is 
discriminatory in any way is BS. The 
“old times there” that I am reminded 
of when I hear “Dixie” have nothing to 
do with slavery, but of the good times I 
love and cherish from being a student 
here.  And as far as the land of cotton – 
cotton farming is a leading agricultural 
crop.

It is time to stop trying to do away 
with the traditions of old. By all means 
let’s continue to rise to the top, but not 
by eliminating the traditions that make 
us Ole Miss.

Duke Hussey is a 1991 Ole Miss grad-
uate and was a member of the Pride of 
the South band during his time here.

     In this letter, I am stating that I am 
not at all alone in the Ole Miss Com-
munity with my dismay of the incon-
siderate and unthinking actions during 
tailgating on the Grove and the Circle 
during the home football games.

    Whatever the result of the Ole Miss 
football games, we all know that almost 
every blade of grass will not survive the 
estimated 40,000 people trampling 
and stampeding on the Grove and the 
Circle.

    By late October or early November, 
just about every blade of grass will be 
gone.  Even with so many people and 
so much equipment, the Grove and the 
Circle remain a muddy eyesore, with 
unpleasant odors until late March.

       In almost all other activities, such 
as Double Decker, Concerts, and Grad-
uations, the Grove and the Circle retain 
their gracious beauty. Especially after 
the memorial services of the six people 
of Oxford and the Ole Miss communi-
ty that had died in the plane crash, the 
Grove and the Circle remained a cher-
ished resource for all of us here at Ole 
Miss.

    The main reasons that this outright 
disrespect of using the resources and 
not returning the property in the same 
condition is wrong is in the Ole Miss 
Creed from the UM Book. The first 
line, “I believe in good stewardship of 
our resources,” The second line, “I will 
treat property with respect.”  Ole Miss 
has the responsibility that events are 
conducted in an orderly fashion and 
best interest of Ole Miss.

  As for an alternative to trampling 
and stampeding on the Grove, The Tad 
Smith Coliseum, The Pavilion, The 
Manning Center would be most ade-
quate for public use, especially with 
bathrooms available with running wa-
ter.

   I do not want to make unhappy the 
thousands of people at the tailgating. 
As members of the community of Ole 
Miss, students, faculty, fans, guests 
and alumni should have the basic cour-
tesy of leaving resources in the same 
condition.

 
William Patrick Gibson is a resident 

of Oxford.
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Thursday at 6 p.m. 
Free Food!

Featuring David Dunavent from
       Clarkesdale, Mississippi 

olemisswesley.org
662-234-2109

32683

3262728974

Net neutrality may sound 
like a topic that is as exciting 
as spending a sunny Saturday 
watching C-SPAN.  Riveting. 
However, unlike C-SPAN, a 
neutral net is a huge part of 
things that we actually do spend 
our Saturdays doing: Netflix, 
streaming music and catching 
Pokémon.  

Essentially, having net neu-
trality means the internet is a 
neutral playing field between 
internet service providers and 
consumers.  One example of a 
company taking advantage of 
loose net neutrality laws recent-
ly is T-Mobile letting Pokémon 
Go users play without using any 
data.  Sound like a no-lose sce-
nario right?  Well a lack of regu-
lation is a slippery slope.

John Oliver recently de-
scribed an instance of a “mob 
shakedown” of Netflix by Com-
cast.  Basically, Comcast slowed 
Netflix’s streaming speed down 
by up to 40 percent until Net-
flix paid Comcast to, “connect 
directly to its servers.”   Once 
Netflix paid Comcast an undis-
closed (e.g. exorbitant) amount 
of money, Netflix’s streaming 
speed magically returned to 
normal.

Net neutrality should be at the 
forefront of our generation’s at-
tention.  We look at the internet 
and see freedom.  We see the 
freedom to access information 
and content with never before 
seen ease.  Corporations look 
at the internet and see dollar 
signs.  Companies like AT&T, 
T-Mobile, and Comcast are al-

ways thinking of new ways to 
use the internet to their advan-
tage.  Currently, ISPs can see 
your browsing history to give 
you ads tailored to your brows-
ing patterns, thus making more 
money.  The Federal Commu-
nications Commission is trying 
to pass legislation that would 
hamper these practices.

Even the “positive” aspects 
of companies buying into the 
internet, like the T-Mobile and 
Pokémon Go example earlier, 
have their downsides.  Say you 
only have two gigabytes left 
for the month.  It is going to 
be hard to play other games on 
your phone when you can play 

Pokémon for free.  That’s all 
fun and everything, but imagine 
being the developer of a differ-
ent game.  It isn’t T-Mobile’s 
place to influence what games 
should be played and which 
ones shouldn’t, even if PoGO 
is the more fun game ... which 
it probably is. But the point is, 
T-Mobile is inadvertently dis-
couraging competition, which 
is always hurtful to a free mar-
ket.  Internet service providers 
should not have the power to 
influence the market like this.

You may be wondering what 
our presidential candidates 
stances are on this subject.  Not 
to worry.  I have you covered.  

Donald Trump has not really 
commented on net neutrality 
in a coherent fashion.  Trump 
tweeted, “Obama’s attack on the 
Internet is another top down 
power grab. Net neutrality is 
the Fairness Doctrine. Will tar-
get the conservative media.”

The Fairness Doctrine was 
passed in the 1940’s and stated 
that newscasters had to report 
the news in a fair, balanced 
manner.  This was repealed in 
1987 and has little to do with 
net neutrality.  Hillary Clinton 
is for net neutrality, but she also 
recognizes that too much regu-
lation can also be detrimental 
to competition.  Clinton favors 

fighting broadband monopolies 
that are responsible for slow, 
expensive bandwidth.  Gary 
Johnson is, as you may expect, 
against government regulation 
of the internet.  He believes that 
regulation would lead to high-
er prices and less competition, 
but it has already been demon-
strated that the opposite would 
happen.

A lack of regulation on the 
internet deters economic com-
petition and is responsible for 
why the United States has a 
slower average internet connec-
tion speed than countries such 
as Romania and the Czech Re-
public.

COLUMN

Netflix enthusiasts: What does net neutrality mean to you?
JAMES HALBROOK
thedmopinion@gmail.com

Get the latest info online at www.theDMonline.com    |    Oxford and Ole Miss news no matter where you are
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Welcome Back Students Meal

Corner of Rebel Dr. and Jackson Ave.
Look up the hill for the Cross!
http://peaceoxford.ctshost.org/

Sunday, August 28 • 5:30-7:00pm
Peace Lutheran Church

No need to bring food, just your friends!
Come learn more about us... a Christian church 

within walking distance of campus!

32679

Sick? Injured?
We’re here to help!

Only your mother could make you 
Feel Better Faster

Open Every Day 
8am-7pm

662.236.2232
1929 University Ave. 

OxfordUrgentClinic.com

Walk-ins Welcome.

Our emergency room trained staff is 
equipped to handle your illnesses & injuries.

You only pay a co-pay 
when you visit!

28930

COMMITTEE
continued from page 1

MURDER
continued from page 1

Mary Linda Wesson was 
found innocent in a recent 
trial for the reported assault 
of Beatrice Oxford resident 
Amada Bohl’s service dog.

Oxford police officer Jeff 
McCutchen said he is not sure 
what is next for Amanda and 
the service dog Beatrice.

“I didn’t get to sit in the tri-
al, but the initial trial found 
that there was not enough ev-
idence against the lady that 
was charged, so the judge 
dismissed the charges,” Mc-
Cutchen said. “I’m not sure if 
she’s going to file for another 
trial, but that’s where we are 
left at.”

The first trial was scheduled 
for May 25; however, it was 
canceled because Wesson did 
not attend her arraignment.

The incident that occurred 
on April 7 left Beatrice with 
injuries to her right front leg 
and severe inflammation and 
severe atrophy to her left 
shoulder muscles.

Bohl said in a Facebook 
post Beatrice has regained her 
physical and mental health and she is still paying medical bills as well as travel expenses 

related to the trial. She asks 
that people go and donate to 
her GoFundMe account and 
continue to use the hashtag 
#JusticeForBeatrice.

At this stage, Bohl will not 
be taking Wesson to civil court 
because she said expenses are 
too high. Bohl said she just 
wants to move on.

Bohl took to Facebook to 
describe how upset she was 
about the outcome of the trial.

“Because the limited num-
ber of witnesses, there was no 
way to prove without reason-
able doubt and the court could 
not charge her with reason-
able doubt. I did everything I 
could,” Bohl said in the post. 
“It’s time for Beatrice and me 
to rest.”

Woman found innocent in 
service dog assault report
KIARA MANNING
kamannin@go.olemiss.edu

“We took a look at what other in-
stitutions are doing –the Browns, 
Harvards and Yales – and we have 
studied them, and we’ve seen a 
spectrum of things done,” Cole 
said. “Sometimes, plaques are put 
up and sometimes buildings are 
renamed. Right now, we’re not 
putting anything on the table or 
taking anything off.”

When asked about the cost for 
contextualization of various prop-
erties on campus, Cole said the 
committee’s primary focus is to 
identify sites in need of contextu-
alization, not the work’s scope and 
cost.

Cole said he is confident that 
these recommendations will re-
ceive “priority consideration.”

Vitter held multiple listening 
sessions around campus over the 
summer before the committee 
was selected where he asked con-
stituency groups about specific 
criteria that should be associated 
with the members appointed to 
the group, Cole said.

The criteria for selecting the in-
dividuals to represent the contex-
tualization committee was based 
on a candidates expertise in histo-
ry, sociology, English, law, or race 
relations; consensus building and 
collaboration; an understanding 
of Ole Miss culture; experience in 
contextualization of historic sites; 
and a commitment to an inclusive 
and respectful process that honors 
the UM Creed.

Associated Student Body Pres-

ident Austin Powell is the only 
student on the context committee. 
As a representative for the student 
body, Powell said he is committed 
to ensuring that students voic-
es and concerns are heard by the 
committee.

“Individuals serving on the 
committee have concerns that are 
different from the students, and I 
wanted to make sure their voices 
are elevated in the committee,” 
Powell said. “The more I thought 
about it, I realized I’m supposed to 
be the voice of 20,000 people, and 
it made sense to fill that role as a 
student representative for such an 
important committee.”

Powell said it is important to 
have conversations with students 
about this issue. He said he plans 
to host listening sessions for stu-
dents as well as monthly student 
organizational meetings that will 
allow students to voice their con-
cerns regarding future sites.

“It’s important to have that 
personal interaction with stu-
dents and asking them about their 
thoughts on what needs to be con-
textualized on campus,” Powell 
said. “We’ve already seen a move-
ment on Twitter, Facebook, Insta-
gram and personal emails.”

Powell said his position as ASB 
president has put him in the best 
position to represent students’ 
needs on the committee.

“I’m excited to represent stu-
dents in a great way and develop 
positive change on campus. It has 
a lot to do with the nature of the 
creed as well,” Powell said. “The 
committee is a direct action of the 
creed as well and I’m excited to 
work with them.”

COURTESY: INSTAGRAM

Amanda Bohl’s service dog, Beatrice, was reportedly attacked while sitting under a 
small table in an elementary school, leaving injuries to her right leg.

he did not want to kill her, but he 
would if he had to. Afterwards, 
Nancy Cooper ran from her resi-
dence and called for help. She lat-
er identified Gutting when police 
arrived on the scene.

Including Nancy Cooper, one 
witness saw Gutting arrive at the 
residence in a Mercedes-Benz sta-
tion wagon and two witnesses saw 
him leave the Cooper’s home.

Springfield authorities are call-
ing the incident “an unprovoked 
attack.”

Charles Ross, director of Afri-
can-American Studies, said Gut-

ting’s wife, Angela Hornsby-Gut-
ting was a “solid” scholar in terms 
of research while she was at Ole 
Miss.

Ross said he had met Horns-
by-Gutting’s husband but didn’t 
know him well. He said Horns-
by-Gutting was a colleague who 
taught several key classes in his 
African-American studies depart-
ment.

Before Ole Miss, Gutting at-
tended University of Chicago and 
Virginia Wesleyan College. He 
graduated from Princeton Univer-
sity with his doctorate.

“It’s a real tragedy,” Ross said of 
the situation.

Classes started at Missouri State 
on Monday, Aug. 22.



Keeping up with Henry Bar-
bour is not an easy task.

Walking through the Hil-
ton hotel lobby in downtown 
Cleveland, Ohio, in July the 
Republican National Commit-
teeman takes about five steps 
before being drawn into yet 
another conversation with an-
other group of politicians, dis-
cussing anything from news 
regarding the convention or 
just life in general.

Barbour does not seem 
rushed at all, however. Per-
haps this is the sort of polish 
that can be expected from 
someone who has been so suc-
cessfully involved in politics 
for the past decade, which was 
highlighted in the New York 
Times profile that ran about 
him five years ago.

“I just see myself as a guy 
who works in organizational 
politics with the objective that 
we try and elect good people – 
people with integrity,” Barbo-
ur said. “People who, for the 
most part, share the values 
and principles and desire to 
make Mississippi better and 
the country better.”

Although many might not 

be familiar with Barbour’s 
work, Mississippians will cer-
tainly recognize his uncle, for-
mer Gov. Haley Barbour.

While Haley has historical-
ly served a much more pub-
lic role, Henry has a reputa-
tion of being an instrumental 
member of many successful 
candidates behind the scenes. 
Whether that be managing 
the campaigns of his uncle 
in 2003, or Rep. Chip Pick-
ering’s campaign in 1996 and 
2003, Henry has proven his 
resilience in the role of poli-
tics.

He also helped in campaign-
ing for the current Republican 
National Committee Chair-
man Reince Priebus, which 
drew controversy towards the 
end of 2010 given his strong 
opposition of the previous 
chairman, Michael Steele.

“Michael and I got along 
very well when he was chair-
man, and I felt like we needed 
to make a change,” Barbour 
said. “Yes, I worked to replace 
Michael, but it didn’t change 
my affection for him.”

Henry said he hopes this 
kind of spirit will spread 
throughout the Republican 
party.

“I think that is the spirit 
that Republicans in America 

need to have,” Barbour said. 
“And I think that is what we 
are seeing here in Cleveland. 
We are seeing the party come 
together here behind Donald 
Trump.”

According to Henry, this 
kind of attitude is most im-
portant in his work as a pol-
itician in general, actively 
working to bridge gaps be-
tween commonly contentious 
groups of people to ensure a 
brighter future for both Mis-
sissippians and Americans.

“I also think it is import-
ant that you be able to work 
with people, and work with 
people who have been on the 
opposite side,” Barbour said. 
“Republicans and Democrats, 
whites and blacks, hispanics, 
Catholics, Protestants – who-
ever; we’ve all got to come 
together and work together. 
That’s really important to me, 
and doing it in a way that is 
honoring to God.”

After a long running history 
of serving on various state-
wide and national campaigns, 
Henry now works as a lobby-
ist for Capitol Resources LLC.

Henry said he is eternally 
grateful for the opportunity 
that such a position provided 
him with.

“Sometimes it’s comical to 

say that you are a political 
advisor to Haley Barbour,” 
Henry said. “Once Haley was 
finished after eight years of 
being governor I was ready. I 
was tired! We worked hard. It 
a was privilege and honor to 
get to help him, because they 
had some really important 
moments where Mississippi 
needed them.”

Henry was put on the na-
tional stage this year regard-

ing a quote mistakenly at-
tributed to his uncle, Haley. 
Henry’s statement was per-
ceived as anti-Donald Trump, 
causing the now Republican 
nominee to mistakenly lam-
bast Haley on Good Morning 
America in January.

Although the issue has since 
been cleared up, Henry said 
Donald Trump represents the 
best opportunity for the na-
tion.

“Here’s the thing: Donald 
Trump wasn’t my first choice 
or my second choice, but Don-
ald Trump won,” Henry said. 
“I respect the will of the vot-
ers. I am for Donald Trump. 
I am 100 percent for Don-
ald Trump. Does that mean I 
agree with him 100 percent on 
everything? No!”

As Henry looks forward, 
many might see his current 
stage in life as a perfect time 
to run for office, but if you ask 
him, that will certainly not be 
happening, Barbour said.

“As a young guy, I kind of 
might have thought about 
[running],” Barbour said. “I 
feel like in many ways I can 
have more impact doing what 
I am doing and support the 
candidates instead of trying 
to be the person who is the 
candidate.”
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AUSTIN HILLE
ahille1234@gmail.com

Mississippi’s Henry Barbour is busy behind the scenes

COURTESY: CAPITOLRESOURCESLLC.COM
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Plein Air a small community in Taylor, a small 
town outside of Oxford, and in the center  of that 
community lies its crown jewel: the Southern Living 
Idea House.

Southern Living builds idea houses every year, 
and the house at Plein Air is the epitome of Southern 
style.

“They kind of explained to us about how they build 
a house,” said Campbell McCool, real estate devel-
oper for the Plein Air community. “They host a tour 
there, it raises money for charity, people come get 
ideas, etc. and we said ‘Yeah, it’s something we’d be 
interested in’ and away we went.”

Many people get to share in the beauty that is the 
Southern Living Idea House.

It is currently used for weddings and special events 
and is occasionally rented out for the weekend.  The 
house isn’t limited to one single family.

The entire community has the opportunity to ex-
perience the house and take pride in having one of 
Southern Living’s most esteemed houses in the South 
in their neighborhood.

For more than 20 years, Southern Living has se-
lected locations around the country to build its idea 
houses.

In 2008, three locations were chosen to build the 
houses. Plein Air was one of the neighborhoods se-
lected to host an Idea House.

It is the only Idea House that Southern Living has 
built in Mississippi and was designed by Mississippi-
an John Tee, an architect based out of Atlanta. The 
house was featured on the August 2008 cover of 

Southern Living Magazine.
All of the houses in Plein Air have their own dis-

tinct looks, yet they all favor one another. It’s a 
picture-perfect neighborhood with a cohesive de-
sign making the ever-growing community a living, 
breathing piece of art.

“I kind of became inspired by doing a new urbanist 
style development focused around the arts,” McCool 
said. “Our whole theme is centered around the arts 
and it just kind of hit me.”

Houses in the neighborhood are built very close 
together with concrete sidewalks lining the edges of 
yards. There are no garages built into the houses, but 
there are carports either attached to the house or in 
the yards designed to match the houses.

“They’re on zero-lots. Each house is so close that 
you can almost walk between houses and put your 
hands out and touch. The whole deal is that they’re 
so close together,” said Sue Cook, long-time resident 
of Taylor.

The two-story house is 3,100 square feet with four 
bedrooms and four-and-a-half baths. The home fea-
tures three porches, indoor and outdoor wood burn-
ing fireplaces, hardwood floors and an open floor 
plan. McCool says that salvaged materials were used 
when possible, such as reusing old doors.

The Southern Living house perfectly embodies the 
spirit of Plein Air.

Plein air is a French term meaning “open air.” Plein 
air is most commonly used to describe a style of art 
where an artist paints an outdoor scene on location.

“It is a lovely place, I’ll just tell you the truth,” Cook 
said. “It has the potential to be a beautiful little com-
munity.”

BLAKE ALSUP
thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Southern Living’s only idea house in Mississippi

PHOTO BY: MARLEE CRAWFORD

The Southern Living Idea house is located within Plein Air Community, in Taylor, Mississippi. It is currently used for weddings and special events and is occasionally rented out for the weekend. 
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THE WALL
Approaching the doors to Vaporized on Jackson Avenue generates the 

mental picture of shelves lined with tiny bottles of liquid, accompanied by 
handheld gadgets and contraptions.

In reality, however, but you’ve also stepped into a sphere of authentic and 
captivating artistic expression.

Art pieces sprawl across the walls, from paintings depicting a lip-locked 
Colonel Reb and Rebel the Black Bear to canvases with intricate detail and 
vibrant color. Co-owners Austin Wheeler and Tanner Scaggs will accept art 
from almost anyone who is willing to showcase his passion.

The atmosphere is laced with the sweet aroma of grape-flavored vape 
juice and contemporary jazz flows from the speakers near the stage at the 
back corner of the room, a remnant of the last night’s performance by Hat-
tiesburg-based jazz fusion band Friends Fly South.

Wheeler and Scaggs moved their vape shop from its original 1,500-square-
foot location into a new and much larger space three months ago. They said 
they recognized their need for more room after noticing more people hang-
ing out and relaxing at the last store.

But the idea of flipping the huge, barren space into a vape store by day and 
music venue by night started off as just talk.

“We were brainstorming like, ‘How the hell are we gonna fill this space?’” 
Scaggs said. “It was one of the first nights in here and we were like, ‘What if 
we put a stage in it?’ It was a joke – we weren’t really thinking about making 
this happen. But we got the tape out and started lining up where we could 
put it and how we could logistically make this work.”

With his master carpenter and father-in-law, Scaggs built a stage and bar, 
and said it all seemed to just come together.

“I had the sound system. He had the stage,” Wheeler said. “It was just 
sorta like, ‘Why not?’”

When they started booking bands via Facebook, email and phone, Scaggs 
realized artists didn’t really know to expect when performing at The Wall.

“It’s strange, but it’s great,” Scaggs said. “When a band pulls up at night 
we always like to be watching for them to see their reaction. They’ll do a 
double take, a triple take. They’ll turn around in the parking lot. They can’t 
figure out if they’re in the right damn space. Then they’ll walk in and feel at 
ease. It’s weird.”

But with sheets up at night covering the vape merchandise counter and 
the main focus on the stage, The Wall morphs into any other venue at show 
time.

“It’s a very weird dichotomy,” Scaggs said. “One you wouldn’t expect, but 
it’s no different than a coffee shop or restaurant that has a venue.”

Oxford is home to many businesses that double as stages. Proud Larry’s 
and The Shelter on Van Buren transform into performance venues after 
sundown. So, it’s not that Wheeler and Scaggs felt Oxford needed another 
venue; they just felt it needed a different one.

“We wanted to be able to cultivate a scene around the type of music that is 
lacking in Oxford,” Scaggs said. “There’s no metal scene in Oxford. There’s 
no jazz fusion scene. There’s no hugely progressive or experimental music 
scene. Every once in a while it shows up, but only if it’s a really big act.”

Big musical acts all start out beating the ground at smaller places, some-
thing Wheeler and Scaggs understand as local musicians themselves. They 
hope for The Wall to be that venue for Oxford, and with 75 individual acts 
in just three short months, the two feel lucky to have been afforded such an 
opportunity. Bands from all over find The Wall becomes one of their favor-
ite spots to play because of the aesthetic and zealous crowds.

“It’s not to negate anything any of the other venues have done,” Scaggs 
said. “We just wanted a place where music could be expressed in a different 
fashion. That’s what we try to cultivate here — a safe space for the weirder 

type of music that doesn’t get played in Oxford.”
The location on Jackson Avenue rather than the Square also provides for 

a more music-focused experience for both performers and show-goers alike.
“A lot of times on the Square, as any Oxford resident knows, there’s a lot 

of drinking and a lot of people stumbling upon a show,” Scaggs said. “Every-
one that comes here is specifically here with the intention of experiencing 

music with their peers and with the artist that comes through.”
Bassist Ray Bradford of Friends Fly South said the audience was really 

into the band’s performance at The Wall.
“It was a super fun night,” he said. “The intimacy between us and the 

crowd was the coolest thing. That kind of vibe makes you want to play!”
Patrons of The Wall are also keen on supporting the bands. Many stay 

long afterward the final number to purchase merchandise or to thank per-
formers for coming out.

“It’s this really strange phenomenon,” Scaggs said. “Eighty percent of 
them are experiencing this in a different way than what you see at some 
places and the bands that have come through have been really receptive of 
how we’ve been able to do this.”

The Wall’s goal is simple: care more about the artist – whether it be 
performance art or visual art. Wheeler and Scaggs want artists to express 
themselves in an honest fashion with people who actually want to share the 
experience.

Wheeler and Scaggs also practice what could be dubbed “The Golden Mu-
sician Rule,” meaning they try and treat their acts the way they would want 
their own band to be treated.

“Every night a band comes through, [Austin] and I make it a point where 
each of us buys merch,” Scaggs said. “We’ve been there, and our main goal 
is to provide a space where all artists are actually taken care of.”

Wheeler and Scaggs said they also promise musicians 100 percent of the 
night’s performance earnings.

“We traced out this place according to what Holy Ghost would want it to 
be if we were on tour and tired,” Wheeler said. “If I had my ideal venue, it 
would have a good stage, a good sound system, Super Smash Bros and the 
chill vibe of the chill bar.”

And The Wall has it all – art, vaping, music and yes, even video games.
The venue also has a shower and free place to stay for tired, travelling 

bands looking for a little R&R.
“It’s a place for crafting, having and sharing unique experiences with oth-

ers … We want it to be a community more than just a venue,” Wheeler said.
But the musical philanthropy doesn’t end there. The Holy Ghost Electric 

Show only performs on The Wall stage where the chemistry of other acts 
is unmatched or if specifically requested to join in by another band. Even 
then, they still don’t take a penny of the proceeds.

“We don’t want this to be the Holy Ghost venue,” Wheeler said. “This is 
The Wall – it’s its own thing.”

A place meant for unique experiences and genuine artistic expression, 
The Wall is sure to present Oxford with a new locale for creative outlet.

“When people ask what we stand for, it’s just honest expression,” Scaggs 
said. “I don’t care how weird it is. I don’t care how taboo it is. I don’t care 
how many people show up. I don’t care if it’s just us in here only being able 
to experience it. We are just happy to house it. To host it. That’s our drive. 
That why we’re here.”

ALEXIS NEELY
anneely@go.olemiss.edu

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT

Tanner Scaggs, co-owner of Vaporized, recently began hosting concerts in his vape shop.

The walls are covered with art. Co-owners Austin Wheeler and Tanner Scaggs will accept art from almost 
anyone who is willing to showcase his passion.

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT
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OPEN LATE 

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

662.236.3030
28938 code 9193

$5.99 Each: Choose Two Medium 2-topping Pizzas, 
Salad, Stuffed Cheesy Bread, Oven Baked  
Sandwich, Specialty Chicken, Penne Pasta in a Tin, 
or Marble Cookie Brownie  

Must Purchase Two Items  
Pan Pizza Extra

Mix & Match

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #1
Challenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 16

The loss of liberty in general w
ould soon follow

 the suppression of the
liberty of the press; for it is an essential branch of liberty, so perhaps it

is the best preservative of the w
hole.

-- John Peter Zenger

7 3 9
3 5
6 5

3 9 7
8 2 4

7 4 3 1
9 4

8 7
4 1 8

AnswersChallenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 16
Sudoku #1
541268
8697412
4129837

458126
167359

25968
5813726

2316954
672593

739

35

65

397

824

7431

94

87

418

Sudoku #2
742136

5349678
287594
941832
6524179

865341
178523

6579218
329184

895

12

163

765

38

729

496

43

657

Sudoku #3
817452
7429631
269547
179584
5742693
468132

157286
9871235

423597

369

58

318

236

81

975

394

64

681

Sudoku #4
7493125

19574638
63824
847156
93421

267459
45936
59671384
1326857

86

2

5197

923

6578

318

7821

2

49

Sudoku #5
693415287
52839
82174
2671489
39675

5982764
84932

95238
432798651

7461

3956

53

4812

13

7651

1647

Sudoku #6
965283
75238649
8162
41987253

92514
52834617
6318
29381764

874925

471

1

39457

6

3786

9

45729

5

163

Sudoku #7
4289157

98124
35142968
51963
9712365

38491
84527316
27345

6943587

63

7356

7

4782

84

6257

9

6189

12

Sudoku #8
324865
576981
48251739
65391

3914725
15694

16839542
925678
257483

917

342

6

2487

86

7238

7

431

619

CHALLENGING

SUDOKU©  
Puzzles by KrazyDad

HOW TO PLAY

Complete the grid so that 
every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 with no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

 YOUR PERSONAL VIP INVITATION

 If you think “Pokemon Go” was 
popular then wait and see what happens 
in the next few weeks when the new ……..
free……..interactive sports app “ United 
Games” launches. 
 Brought to you by the design team 
of Madden Football you will be able to 
play with your friends a live interactive 
game following your favorite teams for 
fun and prizes.

to UNITED GAMES 

Watch the 2 minute video at…
www.vippresentation.com/page/24/harveymcgehee2,
fill out the brief info and I will send your free personal 
VIP code to download the app.

FIND OUT MORE
32718

He’s funny, he yells and he’s at 
the Ford Center.

For the first time ever, “King 
of Rant” Lewis Black will take 
the stage at the Gertrude C. 
Ford Center this Friday evening 
at 7:30 p.m. The critically-ac-
claimed comedian is touring 
nationwide as part of “The Em-
peror’s New Clothes: The Naked 
Truth Tour,” and said he has his 
reasons for stopping in Oxford.

“I like going all over the coun-
try and thought it would be in-
teresting,” Black said. “There is 
rich full history here and wanted 
to see it for myself. Terrific writ-
ing comes out of Oxford and it’s 
certainly a culture I wanted to 
get an idea of what it’s like.”

Some comedians are appre-
hensive when it comes to play-
ing on Mississippi stages, but 
Black said he doesn’t care if his 
show upsets any of the South’s 
sensitivities. He might approach 

something in a different fashion, 
but it will all be the same mate-
rial.

“I talk a lot about religion and 
when I start touring the South 
and talk about old versus new 
custom, there is a big streak of 
religion,” he said. “So, I guide 
them into the material and it’s 
funnier.”

Black said he is geared up to 
put on the kind of show that gets 
people talking and thinking.

“I’m going to do the show that 
I’ve been doing and working on 
over the past few months,” he 
said. “I’m preparing to do Broad-
way and it’s all really about the 
election. For me it’s about what 
it is. What the policies are and 
how it affects people.”

Despite the region’s conser-
vative stereotype, Black said he 
isn’t afraid of offending anyone. 
He’s just here to tell it like he 
sees it.

“The Southerner point of view 
here is more enriched than it is 
on other places. They can make 
really good dishes of food, really 
interesting writers and extraor-
dinary, gifted minds along with 
the dumbest people on the plan-
et and religious mad men,” he 
said.

Black’s trademark style of co-
medic yelling has earned him a 
spot among comedic giants. His 
show tackles everything absurd 
about everyday life, including 
the upcoming presidential elec-
tion, social media and other 
things he personally finds irri-
tating.

“We are very excited to host 
Lewis Black at the Ford Center 
and give the community the ex-
perience of a comedian,” Ford 
Center Director Julia Aubrey 
said in a press release. “We hope 
the students will take advantage 
of this affordable, unique oppor-
tunity to cap off their first week 
on campus.”

Regular-priced tickets range 
for $40 to $50 but are $20 for 
students, courtesy of the Student 
Activities Association. Tickets 
are available online and at the 
UM Box Office inside the Union.

MCKENNA WIERMAN
LAURA HOSKIN
thedmfeatures@gmail.com

“King of Rant” to perform in the Ford Center Friday

COURTESY: LEWIS BLACK
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COME JOIN US FOR

TONIGHT!
28975

FREE KEGS UPSTAIRS PATIO
STARTING AT 6

PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY

DON’T FORGET: free keg beer showers 
Labor Day starting at 3pm

EA Sports finally hit its stride on this generation 
of consoles with Madden NFL 17, the latest release 
in the Madden franchise.

The controls are familiar, but the game feels more 
refined than ever before. The improved running 
game with more refined spin and break tackle me-
chanics, along with added zone and gap coverages 
that make defense as a whole a better experience.

The best new gameplay feature really isn’t a fea-
ture at all. It’s the fact that your defensive team-
mates are no longer stupid. Defenders actually play 
their coverages relative to where players are. No 
longer will quarterbacks be able to just dump off ev-
ery little pass, leading to absurdly high completion 
percentages. It is now necessary to be able to read 
defenses. Thankfully, there is a multitude of tutorial 
options available to help players learn how to read 
coverages. It legitimately improves your knowledge 
of the game of football, not just the game of Mad-
den.

One addition that is worth noting includes “play 
the moments” mode. “Play the moments” allows 
one to sim throughout the game, only playing “key 
plays,” such as a major third-down stop or a red 
zone opportunity. This allows games to go much 
faster, and if one enjoys playing franchise mode, 
allows players to advance through a season much 
quicker.

Speaking of franchise mode, there are little ad-
ditions that make the mode so much better. For-

mation subs allow the player to use specialists 
more effectively because it gives one the ability to 
use players that may see the field rarely in specif-
ic sets. For instance, if one plays as the Bengals, he 
can use formation subs to have bruiser Jeremy Hill 
in at running back for “power” sets and speedster 
Giovani Bernard at running back for “shotgun” 
sets. This allows for a greater diversity of play-call-
ing, as well as the ability to use a roster at maximum 
effectiveness.

Another franchise addition is “Practice squad.” 
This allows the user to sign players that don’t suit 
up for gameday, but can be practiced with, to get a 
feel of their talents. This is a function on real NFL 
rosters and will satisfy the most hardcore of football 
fans.

Far more players this year possess the “clutch 
trait.” The clutch trait increases certain ratings 
within the final two minutes of a half, and more 
than 70 players now have the trait, up from 28 last 
year. However, despite the massive increase, not 
every player kept his clutch trait from the previous 
season. Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco no longer 
has the clutch trait, all but confirming he is not elite.

Madden Ultimate Team is still around if the 
prospect of dropping hundreds of dollars more on a 
game you already spent $60 on is appealing to you.

There are also new announcers, with Brandon 
Gaudin and Charles Davis replacing the combo of 
Jim Nantz and the dreadful Phil Simms. The limit-
ed time to record new lines is apparent with the lack 
of real banter between new announcers, but EA is 
rectifying the situation by adding new lines weekly 
related to what happened in the NFL the previous 

week. Hopefully this makes the announcing less 
stale, but only time will tell. Anything is better than 
Phil Simms, though.

In the end, it’s the little things that make a big dif-
ference in making this year’s Madden a winner. If 
you haven’t bought a copy in a few years, now is the 
time to purchase. Otherwise, like most sports titles, 
it’s only a “must-buy” if you are a hardcore NFL fan.

Author’s note: This review is from the PS4 ver-
sion of the game.

MATT BARNTHOUSE
mlbarnth@go.olemiss.edu

New ‘Madden’ feels more ref ined

COURTESY: EASPORTS 

REVIEW



CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in ad-
vance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is 
in session except during the summer session which is Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.

RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL   •   662.915.5503

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - �extra $0.50 per word
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T H E STUDENT
M E D I A 
C E N T E R

Now Hiring - Advertising Sales position. 
Position is available now!

Earnings are based on commission. This is excellent work experience for a resume or future employer.

MUST 
have at least two  
semesters to complete 
before graduating.

PREVIOUS 
sales or retail 
experience 
preferred.

MUST 
be highly motivated, 
organized, dependable, and 
attentive to detail.

MUST 
have strong communication 
skills and be comfortable 
interacting with local business 
professionals.

Stop by 201 Bishop Hall to pick up an application and job description, go to theDMonline.com and click on apply to download or  
contact Ben at 770.639.3781. Applications can be dropped off or sent to dmads@olemiss.edu. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT
FURNISHED APT Furnished Pool Side 
Townhome 2BR/2BTH for full time rent-
al. 1/2 mile from campus. Gated com-
munity. $1000 month. 601-906-8653 

HOUSE FOR RENT
OFF CAMPUS HOUSING Nice private 
home available for rent to male stu-
dents, three bed, two bath, foreign stu-
dents are encouraged. call 6627159453 
for more information 

HEALTH & FITNESS

TRANSCULTURAL 
CARE

Olamide Alabi, PMHNP-BC Psychiatric 
Evaluation Medication Management 
Individual Therapy Tel: 662-234-5317 
Email: info@trans-culturalcare.com 317 
Heritage Drive Suite 2-B Oxford, MS 
38655

FULL-TIME
NOW HIRING ZAAP THAI KITCHEN 
All positions, Apply in person or call 
(662)801-9991 

PART-TIME
PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA is now hiring 
part-time managers, delivery drivers, 
and in-store team members (less than 
30 hours per week). Flexible schedule 
available, apply at CAREERSPJ. COM. 

ASSISTANT NEEDED Disabled man 
needs assistant to help with cooking, 
cleaning, and exercising my golden re-
triever. Must have laptop computer. To 
start 2:30-6:30 Monday through Friday 
20 hours a week. Pay is 950 per hour. 
Must pass background check. A very 
laid-back work environment. Location is 
South Lamar, behind Shipley’s Do-Nuts. 
(662)832-6910 

STUDENT JOBS
STUDENT IT POSITION End2End pub-
lic safety has openings for hourly tech-
nical support positions. Need to have 
some IT background or be seeking a de-
gree in a related information technology 
field. Responsibilities; technical support 
for software applications, installation of 
applications, troubleshooting applica-
tion errors, and basic customer service. 
Flexible hours, $10 per hour. Please 
send resume employment@arms.com. 

CODY THOMASON
thedmsports@gmail.com

COLUMN

2016 football schedule breakdown: Part two

3.
FLORIDA STATE

2. 1.

6. 5. 4.

LSU ALABAMA

TEXAS A&M MISSISSIPPI STATE GEORGIA

Tuesday, The Daily Mississippian broke down one half of the 2016 Ole Miss football schedule, analyzing the matchups in order of pro-
jected difficulty. Today, the breakdown is for the teams ranked in the top six in what will be a very challenging schedule for the Rebels.

This team could be the bounce-back team in the 
SEC this year. The Aggies have struggled since the 
departure of Johnny Manziel, but they might have 
finally found the answer for quarterback with Okla-
homa transfer Trevor Knight. He is surrounded by 
maybe the best receiving corps in the nation, and 
the defense, led by Myles Garrett, should build on 
the improvement they made last season. Expect 
this to be a tough matchup for the Rebels.

Talent-wise, Mississippi State might be behind a few 
of the teams that have already been listed, but everyone 
knows the Bulldogs will come to play when the Reb-
els face them in Starkville for the regular season finale. 
Even though Ole Miss has the talent to beat the Bull-
dogs for the third straight year and Mississippi State is 
replacing star quarterback Dak Prescott, this game is 
always up for grabs.

The Bulldogs went through a lot of change this 
offseason as 15-year Head Coach Mark Richt was 
replaced by former Alabama Defensive Coordinator 
Kirby Smart. Georgia has plenty of talent but a lot of 
uncertainties as star running back Nick Chubb and 
backup Sony Michel are both coming off injuries, and 
it’s unclear who will start at quarterback between se-
nior Greyson Lambert or freshman Jacob Eason. If 
Georgia is firing on all cylinders, it should be a close 
game for the Rebels.

With the last three games, it’s hard to decide 
which game is the hardest. Florida State has one 
of the top backs in the nation in Dalvin Cook, who 
ran for 1,691 yards last year. Florida State will 
be implementing a new quarterback in redshirt 
freshman Deondre Francois, but they have a good 
offensive line and receiving corps around. As the 
Rebels’ season opener, this game could go either 
way and will set the tone for the rest of the season.

This is an exciting rivalry game for the Rebels, and 
this season the Tigers should be better than last year. 
Leonard Fournette is the top back in the nation and 
will present a tough matchup once again, and Brandon 
Harris should be better at getting the ball to his talent-
ed receivers. The defense is switching to a 3-4 front, 
which could pay off for the Rebels. Overall, it will be 
tough for the Rebels to go into Death Valley and get a 
victory, but it’s very possible.

The toughest game on the Rebels’ schedule is the de-
fending National Champion Alabama Crimson Tide. 
Alabama is replacing Heisman winner Derrick Hen-
ry at running back, but Bo Scarbrough could be their 
next great halfback. Quarterback is a question, as four 
players are currently competing for the spot, but who-
ever wins will have Calvin Ridley, ArDarius Stewart and 
O.J. Howard to throw to. The defense should be great 
once again, but the days of Alabama having a sure vic-
tory over Ole Miss are over. Expect another hard fought 
game between the Rebels and the Tide.
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Reality set in a year ago 
for Damarkus Lodge when 
Head Coach Hugh Freeze ap-
proached him about redshirt-
ing the 2015 season. He didn’t 
like it, but it spawned an im-
portant realization for the 
then-first-year wide receiver.

“I think around this time last 
year it really set in about the 
end of fall camp. When he gave 
me the option redshirt or not, 
I knew that I had to get myself 
ready,” Lodge said. “I had to 
grow up and mature.”

Though Lodge elected not to 
redshirt, it brought him down 
to earth. He played sparing-
ly in eight games with the re-
serves and on special teams. 
It wasn’t an unusual year for 
a true freshman. But in a day 
and age in which high-profile 
recruits receive national atten-
tion before they even arrive on 
a college campus, stepping out 
of the spotlight can be hard 
and often discouraging.

“Coming in highly recruited 
and having to step down a bit, 
it kind of took a toll on me,” 
Lodge said.

He was forced to watch, but 
he was never disengaged. He 
learned and took note of the 
guys playing in front of him. 
He knew he wasn’t ready to 
play at this level yet, but made 
sure that wouldn’t be the case 
in his next season.

“But now I took that off-
season,” Lodge said. “I got 
into the playbook very hard, 
worked out very hard and took 
a couple of learning tips that I 
learned from Laquon (Tread-
well), and I think I’m ready 
now.”

He had the luxury of watch-
ing an eventual first-round 
pick at practice every day and 

in games. Treadwell was one 
of the best in college football, 
and Lodge took notice.

“Just hard work. You can’t 
just go out onto the field  and 
catch 100 balls a day,” Lodge 
said. “You have to go into the 
film room and watch film for 
hours. You have learn cover-
ages, learn defenses, what that 
defender is going to do and 
how he plays. It’s a lot.”

Now, when he goes into the 
film room, don’t expect him 

to leave any time soon. Lodge 
says he usually stays for three 
hours if not longer.

“I think the other night me 
and Chad (Kelly) watched film 
for like five hours straight, 
Florida State film just getting 
ready,” Lodge said.

He said he took last year as a 
wake-up call as well as a time 
to develop, and his head coach 
has taken notice.

“I think he’s maturing nicely 
as a teammate, as a person and 

I’ve been really pleased with 
his performance,” Freeze said.

Freeze said he and Lodge 
had several one-on-one meet-
ings over the course of the last 
year.

Lodge said he knew he had 
to prove himself if he wanted 
to play this fall, and he’s done 
just that.

“He’s not going to put me 
out there on the field if he can’t 
trust me,” Lodge said. “So, I 
knew the only way I could go 

out there and make plays is if I 
got myself right mentally.”

He’s part of a talented and 
versatile receiving corps that’ll 
be one of the Rebels’  biggest 
strengths offensively in 2016.

“Just the little things. Being 
consistent, big explosive plays 
and getting more of those,” 
Lodge said. “We’re all differ-
ent in our own way. I think 
I take the ball at its highest 
point. I think I’m a student of 
the game.”

Matured Lodge is ready to perform in sophomore year
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com

FILE PHOTO: ARIEL COBBERT
DaMarkus Lodge scores touchdown against UT Martin. 
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Ole Miss volleyball looks to take the next step this season

Head Coach Steven McRob-
erts, now entering his third 
season at the helm of Ole Miss 
volleyball, has seen the team 
rise from the bottom of SEC 
standings.

Prior to McRoberts joining 
the volleyball family in 2013 as 
head coach, the team finished 
last for the SEC standing with 
an overall record of 26-34. 
Last year, McRoberts led the 
team to a school record of 15 
home wins, finishing in the top 
half of the league standings.

With returning senior set-
ter Aubrey Edie in the start-
ing lineup, the Rebels are sure 
to continue their SEC rising 
trend. Edie starts the season in 
need of just 275 assists to be-
come the career record holder.

However, the rest of the 
league’s coaches are not as 
confident in the Rebels for the 
2016 season.

Wednesday, the preseason 
SEC Coaches’ Poll and the 
players on the preseason All-

SEC team were released. Ole 
Miss is picked to finish twelfth. 
In the last two years, Ole Miss 
has been picked to finish tenth 
(2014) and eighth (2015).

“There are a lot of good 
teams in this conference, but 
the preseason poll the last 
two years has been wrong 
about us,” McRoberts told 
OleMissSports.com. “We have 
finished higher than where the 
other coaches voted us. I get 
to see the work and effort that 
our team puts in every day and 
I feel really good about us. We 
are going to keep putting our 
effort and energy into things 
that we can control and right 
now that is every day in prac-
tice. In nine days, we will be 
putting all of our focus on UC 
Davis. We have over a month 
before we need to worry about 
SEC play.”

McRoberts has the luxury 
of four starters returning this 
season.

Alongside Edie, the Rebels 
welcome back juniors Taylor 
Alexander, Kate Gibson and 
Lexi Thompson and Kath-
ryn Cather, who made the 

All-Freshman team last year. 
McRoberts adds even more 
depth and talent to their roster 
with newcomers consisting of 
quality sophomores and fresh-
men.

The Rebels’ team motto this 
season is “FIN1SH- Future is 
Now. One Team, One Goal.” 
After coming close to making 
the NCAA Tournament the 
past two years, the team is now 
hoping to take the next step.

The Rebels will be featured 
at least six times this season 
on TV, including four on the 
SEC Network and two on ES-
PNU. Games not on the SEC 
Network or ESPNU will be 
available on SEC Network and 
via WatchESPN, SEC Network.
com and the ESPN app.

All home games this year will 
be played at The Pavilion at Ole 
Miss while the Gillom Sports 
Center is undergoing renova-
tion. The 2016 season begins at 
the North Dakota Tournament 
against UC Davis on Aug. 26.

KENDALL WHITE
thedmsports@gmail.com

FILE PHOTOS: CAMERON BROOKS

Aubrey Edie setting up the ball during a game last season.Nakeyta Clair follows through after hitting the ball during a game 
last season.
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