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The AICPA library was founded in 1918 with a
collection of 2,000 books and pamphlets. It now
contains over 70,000 books and pamphlets as well
as 1,200 periodical titles, including current
subscriptions to 330 periodicals. The increase in
the library's size has meant a corresponding
increase in the breadth of its subject matter.
Formerly concentrated in accounting and
auditing, the collection has expanded to include
references on data processing, financial reporting,
financial management, investments, securities,
taxation, and management, as well as materials on
special businesses and industries—even the

In tro d u ctio n
behavioral sciences. As demands upon the
accounting profession have multiplied, the library
has responded to meet the new needs.
Although the library was originally estab 
lished for the use of its members, today, the public
also has access to the reference facilities. The
library's unique collection of both historical and
contemporary business literature is drawn upon
substantially by outside researchers and scholars.
This handbook is presented as an invitation
to members to take advantage of the library's
excellent resources—perhaps unmatched
anywhere in the world.

AICPA L ibrary Guide

LOAN PERIO D Books may be retained for a
period of two weeks from the date borrowed.
Allowance will be made for time lost in delivery.
RENEW ALS Renewal for an additional period of
two weeks will be granted upon request, provided
no application has been made for the same book.
Renewal by telephone is permitted.
POSTAGE Books borrowed by mail must be
returned via insured parcel post. Borrowers shall
pay the cost of shipment both ways.

R u les of th e
C ircu latin g L ibrary

IN PERSO N Members or their designated
representatives may borrow in person from the
library. A member may extend borrowing
privileges to a nonmember by placing on file in the
library a letter stating that the member will
assume full responsibility for all the material
checked out by the nonmember.
BY TELEPHONE Members and special libraries
may request material which will be set aside for
messenger pick-up; or, if the member is outside
the New York metropolitan area, it can be mailed.

H ow to B o rro w

NO NM EM BERS Nonmembers may not borrow
from the circulating library without a written
order from a member who guarantees payment for
postage, loss, or damage.

LOSS OR DAM AGE Materials must be wrapped
securely. Borrowers must bear the risk of loss or
damage, including the risk of transit, and must
pay for the expense of replacing lost books.
OUT OF PRINT MATERIAL Reference works,
magazines, and volumes that cannot be replaced
are not included in the circulating library.

BY MAIL Out-of-town members and libraries
may request that material be mailed to them. If the
member does not have the Accountants' Index, a
librarian will, whenever possible, research the
question and forward the available references.
Subject bibliographies photocopied from the
Accountants' Index may also be sent to the
members to enable them to make their own
selections from the library's collection.

cumulative, but an annual supplement covers
material added to the collection during the year
indicated.
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GUIDE TO CITATIONS IN THE ACCOUNTANTS’ INDEX

The Accountants' Index is the catalog of the
AICPA library as well as a guide to literature in
the fields of accounting and business. It is not

A ccess to In form ation
in th e AICPA L ibrary

JOURNAL

EXAM PLES OF CALL SLIPS

Books and pamphlets in the library are identified
and located by their call numbers. Call numbers
can be found in the citations of the Accountants'
Index, or, when the author is known, in the author
card file. Call numbers are indicated at the end of
the citation. Pamphlets are designated by an
asterisk in the call number, i.e. [*175 R], and are
kept in a closed area. To obtain them, or any book
not on the open shelves, members should fill out a
call slip and ask for assistance.

P ro ced u re for
L ocatin g M aterial

BOOK/PAM PHLET

Most journals are arranged alphabetically
by title on the open shelves in the reading room.
Bound volumes do not circulate. In some cases,
individual issues of these titles are kept in a closed
area and may be borrowed. Members should ask
for assistance if unable to find a desired journal.

Complete bibliographic information for the book
can be found under the author entry in the
Accountants' Index.

Some book chapters are entered in the
Accountants' Index individually. When filling out

PRO CEDURE FOR LOCATING MATERIAL (Continued)
a call slip for these items, the author and title of
the book (in parentheses) should be used.

