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August
Six Oxford residents were killed 

Aug. 14, in a plane crash traveling 
from Northport, Alabama, to Ox-
ford. Drs. Jason and Lea Farese, 
Dr. Austin and Angie Poole, and 
Dr. Michael and Kim Perry were 
heading back from a dental seminar 
when their plane began to experi-
ence engine difficulties. No passen-
gers survived. Nearly 2,000 people 
gathered in the C.M. Tad Smith 
Coliseum to honor the couples with 
a vigil.

September
The 2017 Miss Ole Miss race 

was close on Sept. 15. With 54.93 
percent of the vote, Acacia Santos 
became the first African-American 
non-Greek candidate to win the 
title in a runoff. Cole Putnam was 
named Mr. Ole Miss for the 2016-
2017 year. 

More than 100 members from 
the Ole Miss community occupied 
the Lyceum on Sept. 23 for near-
ly five hours in response to a stu-
dent’s comment on Facebook that 
referenced lynching. The student’s 
comment was made in response to 
a post about the riots in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. Ole Miss Chancel-
lor Jeffrey Vitter released a state-
ment addressing the protest, saying 
that he and other university leaders 
condemned the student’s comment 
and that the university does not ap-
prove of any racist or violent acts.

October
The University of Mississippi 

named Katrina Caldwell vice chan-
cellor for diversity and community 
engagement on Oct. 18. Caldwell 
was previously the assistant vice 
chancellor for diversity and equity 
at Northern Illinois University from 

2012 to 2016.
The Daily Mississippian released 

a special Red Zone issue to address 
sexual assault on campus on Oct. 
27.  The 16-page issue included per-
sonal stories, discussions with stu-
dents and police officers and more 
all revolving around the issue of 
sexual assault on the Ole Miss cam-
pus and continue the conversation 
surrounding it.

Senior journalism major Leah 
Gibson was named Ole Miss’ 68th 
Miss University Scholarship pag-
eant winner on Oct. 26. Her pag-
eant platform was “iChoose,” which 
promotes highway safety. Gibson 
is the station manager at Rebel Ra-
dio and a member of the Columns 
Society. Gibson will compete in 
Vicksburg at the Miss Mississippi 
pageant during the summer.

November
Donald J. Trump defeated Hil-

lary Clinton in the 2016 presidential 
election on Nov. 8. Trump received 
306 electoral votes to Clinton’s 
232, pushing him over the top. The 
results came as a shock to many. 
Mixed emotions buzzed from stu-
dents, faculty and staff across cam-
pus. While many were satisfied with 
the turnout of the election, many 
others were fearful. The university 
hosted discussions and forums to 
address students who had concerns 
following the election results.

The investiture of Ole Miss Chan-
cellor Jeffrey Vitter took place Nov. 
10. U.S. Sens. W. Thad Cochran, 
Roger F. Wicker, Lt. Gov. J. Tate 
Reeves, Speaker of the House Philip 
A. Gunn and Mayor Pat Patterson 
were in attendance as well as Vit-
ter’s wife, children, siblings, family 
and friend, Morgan Freeman. Vitter 
spoke about his vision for the future 
of the university and his gratitude 
for the support of his family.
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returns to Ford Center
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University Provost and Ex-
ecutive Vice Chancellor Morris 
Stocks will step down from his 
administrative role at the start of 
the spring semester.   
Earlier this month, the universi-
ty announced Stocks will return 
to his faculty position Jan. 1, 
teaching and working with stu-
dents in the classroom.

Stocks served as provost and 
executive vice chancellor for 
nine years and as an adminis-

trator for 17. He joined the uni-
versity faculty in 1991 and was 
the Elise M. Hood Outstanding 
Teacher in 1998.

“The university has provided 
me with an absolutely rewarding 
professional career, and I look 
forward to continuing to con-
tribute to our mission as a facul-
ty member,” Stocks said.

He said over the last nine years, 
countless dedicated, bright and 
industrious people have worked 
to make many wonderful things 
happen on campus.

“As provost, I have been privi-

leged and blessed to be a part of 
the process,” Stocks said.

At the end of the Stocks era, 
the provost reflected on the 
changes he has seen in his ten-
ure at the university.

 He said the most noticeable 
changes were increased enroll-
ment and an improved physical 
campus. Stocks is also proud of 
the campus’ increased diversity, 
he said.

“We continue to grow and 

SLADE RAND
thedmnews@gmail.com

Morris Stocks returns to the classroom this spring

SEE STOCKS PAGE 3

Semester in review
BRIANA FLOREZ
thedmnews@gmail.com

FILE PHOTO

Morris Stocks

PHOTOS BY: DM STAFF
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The weeks and months that 
follow the election of a new presi-
dent bring a flurry of new appoint-
ments to Cabinet and senior level 
White House positions. Almost 
every day, there is a new Cabinet 
member or senior advisor an-
nounced, leading to an abundance 
of rumors and nail-biting.

As the picks have taken shape, I 
am enthusiastic about the Amer-
icans President-elect Trump has 
chosen to lead with him. Conser-

vatives across the country who 
worried he would not live up to 
the promises he made are breath-
ing a sigh of relief.

Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions, 
President-elect Trump’s pick for 
attorney general, is a former fed-
eral prosecutor and U.S. Senator. 
He will enforce our laws and stick 
to conservative principles.

At the same time, he is known 
in Alabama for bringing economic 
growth to minority and rural com-
munities.

Reince Priebus is an outstand-
ing choice for President-elect 
Trump’s chief of staff, in both 
practical and ideological terms.

He has run what some consider 
the counterpart of the Democratic 
White House, the Republican Na-
tional Committee, since 2011.

During his tenure, Republicans 
slowly but surely built the infra-
structure needed to keep House 
majorities, retake the Senate in 
2014 and (against all odds) win-
ning the presidency in 2016.

Betsy DeVos is a bold, exciting 

pick for secretary of education. 
Just like Trump, she brings an 
outsider approach to the Depart-
ment of Education, and her advo-
cacy for students as chairwoman 
of the Alliance for School Choice 
will give a fresh perspective to an 
often outdated public school sys-
tem that sometimes fails students, 
especially in minority and rural 
communities.

The choice many conservatives 
(including myself) are most im-
pressed with is South Carolina 
Gov. Nikki Haley for the position 
of ambassador to the United Na-
tions.

During her time as governor, 
Haley has made great strides to 
improve the image of both South 
Carolina and the entirety of the 
South.

Her leadership after the tragic 
church shooting in Charleston im-
pressed many across the country, 
Democrats and Republicans alike.

She made the difficult deci-
sion to advocate taking down the 
confederate flag from the South 

Carolina statehouse grounds and 
brought people together to honor 
the victims. Her model of leader-
ship is something to which men 
and women across the South 
should aspire.

She will be a strong voice for all 
Americans at the United Nations.

Many Republicans were skep-
tical of candidate Donald Trump 
and if he would really deliver the 
conservative leadership he prom-
ised.

Would it be full of Hollywood 
A-Listers?

Or maybe former “Apprentice” 
contestants?

Luckily, none of these worst-
case scenarios came to fruition. 
President-elect Trump is select-
ing some of America’s best and 
brightest for his administration.

Patrick Waters is a sophomore 
accounting major from St. Louis, 
Missouri.

Trump’s cabinet picks are off to a good start
COLUMN

PATRICK WATERS
thedmopinion@gmail.com

Dear editor,

As a native Oxfordian whose 
parents were employed by Ole 
Miss for decades, I am writing 
to encourage you to support the 
students who seek to make the 
university a safe haven for immi-
grants.

As you well know, Oxford is in-
credibly fortunate to be home to 
Ole Miss. Because of the univer-
sity’s influence, our schools are 
better, our local economy is more 
diverse and vibrant and our values 
are stronger. Without Ole Miss, it 
is quite easy to imagine a less for-
tunate Oxford.

The values of any academic insti-
tution, if it is truly such, represent 
open-mindedness, an acceptance 
of different ideas and peoples so 
long as they are not threatening, 
and an embrace of knowledge, 
which of course can only be com-
plete if it is holistic and examines 
multiple perspectives.

Ole Miss stands for these ideas. 
It is home to students from around 
the country and the world. It hosts 
outstanding programs for honors 
students and international studies, 
and it has grappled with its racial 
legacy in an admirable manner. 
Oxford and the state of Mississippi 
should be proud of Ole Miss.

But Ole Miss can only be Ole 
Miss, can only REMAIN Ole Miss, 
if it continues to stand by the val-
ues of curiosity and openness. 
These mindsets engender empa-
thy, a better understanding of the 
world and the inevitable progress 
that comes when capitalize in the 
abilities that all of us bring to the 
world in our own manners.

Though it is not without polit-
ical risk and will invite backlash, 
making Ole Miss a safe haven for 
those whom it is able to help and 
support will only make the school 
and the town stronger.

These are, after all, people who 
are looking for nothing more than 
someone from Aberdeen, Bates-
ville or Pascagoula: an opportuni-
ty.

I urge you to be the strong lead-
er Ole Miss and the nation need at 
this time, not to fear what is differ-
ent or unpopular and to help im-
prove our town and the university.

Will Stanton is a resident of 
Oxford.

LETTER 
TO THE 
EDITOR
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In efforts to promote 
equal opportunity and en-
gagement, the Associated 
Student Body is working to 
revise its election procedure 
to allow more representation 
within ASB and throughout 
campus.

The first change applied 
has been the Election 
Timeframe Bill, which has 
already been passed by the 
senate. With the implemen-
tation of the new bill, senate 
elections will be moved 
from the fall semester to the 
spring.

The current election pro-
cedure has caused confusion 
among students in the past, 
according to Levi Bevis, 
co-chairman of the Election 
Task Review Force.

Bevis said students would 
think they are electing all 
of the ASB offices at once 
and were confused as to why 
there were two sets of elec-
tions each year.

“By having both senate 
and executive officer elec-
tions on the same day, elec-
tions will be more succinct 
and students will be able 
to quickly and efficiently 
choose all of their student 
leaders at one time,” Bevis 
said.

Originally, senate elec-
tions have been held the 
second Tuesday of Septem-
ber and executive officer 
elections the fourth Tuesday 
of March. With the passing 
of this bill, both senate elec-
tions and elections for exec-

utive officers will be held at 
the same time instead of in 
two separate semesters.

Additionally, senate elec-
tions were placed in the fall 
semester so freshmen would 
have the opportunity to run 
for a senate position within 
their residence halls. How-
ever, ASB Senate reappor-
tioned the seats in 2015, 
taking away residence hall 
seats and replacing them 
with student organization 
representatives.

This fall, ASB had 10 open 
seats in senate, which were 
reserved for students in 
Registered Student Organi-
zations.

“For the upcoming sen-
ate election in the spring 
of 2017, hopefully we, in 
ASB, will be encouraging 
those in RSOs that were 
not represented to run for 
senate and have their voice 
and the voice of their con-
stituents to be heard,” said 
Emily Hoffman, chair of 
the Government Operations 
Committee.

“One of the major benefits 
of moving senate elections 
to the spring is so that fresh-
men students will have am-
ple time to discover campus 
and learn what they want to 
do improve it from senate,” 
Hoffman said.

The new election period 
will bring together ASB 

elected officials and instill 
efficiency by having all the 
elected officials begin and 
finish their terms together, 
according to ASB President 
Austin Powell.

The 2016 ASB admin-
istration has also created 
the Elections Review Task 
Force in order to assess the 
student body’s input and 
recommend policy chang-
es to ASB with the goal of 
creating a better election 
process.

The Task Force held a 
forum in early November 
to discuss the ASB election 
process, ideas for elections 
and the current legislation 
system.

Hoffman said the Re-
view Task Force hopes to 
learn more about campus 
attitudes toward the ASB 
election process in order for 
it to be more fair for every 
student. As well as putting 
an emphasis on reaching the 
underrepresented student 
groups and filling every al-
lotted seat in the senate.

“We hope to continue 
asking questions of students 
and formulating ideas of 
things that be implemented 
next semester,” Hoffman 
said.

increase the number of truly 
excellent educational opportu-
nities for our students,” Stocks 
said. “I won’t attempt to list all 
of those exceptional academic 
programs because I would un-
doubtedly fail to mention one 
or two.”

Stocks said serving as provost 
gave him a chance to observe 
the remarkable and transfor-
mative things happening on 
campus every day. He also 
looked back on the challenges 
he faced these last nine years.

“I am not sure that the chal-
lenges we faced in recent years 
are very different from those 
faced by other public universi-
ties,” he said.

Stocks said the university 
has been successful in meeting 
those challenges to date. He 
said the university has grown 
to address a changing higher 
education landscape without 
sacrificing affordable tuition or 
faculty quality.

Stocks said with the help of 

Vice Chancellor Larry Sparks, 
the university increased its ac-
ademic budgets by 50 percent 
over nine years.

“That is a remarkable ac-
complishment during a period 
of difficult economic times,” 
Stocks said.

Chancellor Jeffery Vitter an-
nounced that Senior Associate 
Provost Noel Wilkin will serve 
as interim provost and exec-
utive vice chancellor until the 
university finishes its national 
search for a permanent replace-
ment.

Stocks said he worked side-
by-side with Wilkin for nine 
years and has absolute confi-
dence in his ability.

“[Wilkin] deserves much of 
the credit for the progress we 
have made as a university,” 
Stocks said. “He is a man of 
character and integrity, strong 
academic vision, unbelievable 
energy, and he loves our uni-
versity.”

NEWS

The Columns Society
Apply to be a member of 

The Columns Society! 

All applications must be turned into the Vice 
Chancellor for Student Affairs Office (Lyceum 

233) by 4pm on Friday, February 3rd.

For questions or additonal information, 
please contact MarKeicha Dickens  

at mdickens@go.olemiss.edu

Pick up your application from the Vice Chancellor 
for Student Affairs Office (Lyceum 233).

Attendance at one of the information sessions is MANDATORY. 
Your application will not be considered if you fail to attend. 

The Columns Society will host two 
information sessions on Tuesday, January 

31st and Wednesday, February 1st 
at 7pm in Brevard 134.

30200
28672

Sick? Injured?
We’re here to help!

Open Every Day 
8am-7pm

1929 University Ave. 
OxfordUrgentClinic.com

Walk-ins Welcome.

Our emergency room trained staff is 
equipped to handle your illnesses & injuries.

You only pay a co-pay 
when you visit!

30102

Only Your Mother Could Make You 
Feel Better Faster

662.236.2232
28666

NOW LEASING!
1 BR-$595  

large office

Call 234-1550
1 mile to campus • Peaceful complex

2400 Anderson Road, Oxford MS 38655

www.pinegroveoxford.com

with

STOCKS
continued from page 1

ETHEL MWEDZIWENDIRA
thedmnews@gmail.com

Student body changes election  process
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Listen to 
Rebel Radio 

TODAY!

Friday at 9am
Lexi Purvis &

Samantha Stephans

RR12022016

the ultimate

MI

Pick up your 
copy Monday,  
December 5 
in newsstands  
across campus 
and around 
town

Filled with puzzles, exam schedule and 
advertising from local businesses.

Everything you need to make your study 
breaks fun during finals week!

ALS
a  S t u d e n t  M e d i a  P u b l i c a t i o n

EXAM  
SCHEDULE

CROSSWORD 
PUZZLES

SUDOKU

GAMES & 
MORE

GOOD LUCK 
STUDENTS!

12 . 5 . 2 0 16

FrenzyFiN

FINALS 
Frenzy

Get in the holiday spirit 
with “Miracle on 34th Street” 
at the Ford Center. The tour-
ing musical, brought to Ox-
ford by Capstone Theatricals 
of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, is a 
classic Christmas story sure 
to inspire for the upcoming 
holidays.

This is the first year the 
Ford Center is having “Mira-
cle on 34th Street” performed, 
according to Kate Meacham, 
marketing director at the 
Ford Center.

Many of the folks working at 
the Ford Center love this clas-
sic tale and are excited to see 
the production themselves. 
Lyndsay Goschke, the front 
house director at the Ford 
Center, said she admires the 
message in the story.

“My favorite part of this 
Christmas story is the under-
lying concept of sharing love 
for those around you. I think 
it’s a very important thing to 
remember year round, but 
especially during the holiday 
season,” Goschke said.

The traditional story of 
“Miracle on 34th Street” fol-
lows a man, Kris Kringle, who 
steps in to play Santa at the 
annual Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade. He quickly be-
comes popular as Santa and 
continues to play the role of 
Santa every year. However, 
it causes problems for Macy’s 
because Kringle stands out 

on 34th Street and sends Ma-
cy’s customers to other stores 
where they can get better 
deals on products. This caus-
es havoc, and eventually he 
has to go on trial for his sani-
ty claiming that he is the real 
Santa Claus.

“Miracle on 34th Street” is 
a classic tale loved by many 
families, but the folks at the 
Ford Center said everyone can 
enjoy elements of the produc-
tion.

“This show appeals to all 
ages. Anyone who wants to 
get into the spirit of the holi-
days will enjoy the songs and 
story of good cheer, a giving 
spirit and the ‘gift’ of kind-
ness extended to all people,” 
Julia Aubrey, Ford Center di-
rector, said.

Despite the family-oriented 
vibe, it’s great for anyone in 
search of some holiday cheer.

For the Ford Center staff, 
holding events like this is re-
warding.

“Getting to bring profes-
sional touring shows like this 
to Oxford and the universi-
ty. Being able to provide the 
same shows that come to the 
Orpheum here in Oxford so 
that people can enjoy great 
shows like this without driv-
ing to Memphis.”

Being able to provide qual-
ity live productions is a goal 
of expanding the Ford Per-
forming Arts Center. Nation-
al tours provide more oppor-
tunities to experience art in 
our small and humble city of 

Oxford, with hopes 
of increasing busi-
ness and encour-
aging more people 
to visit.

As of Tuesday, 
Meacham said it’s 
expected to be a 
sell-out show with 
only a couple hun-
dred tickets left. 
It’s expected to 
be a big hit and 
hopefully kick off a 
wonderful holiday 
season.

Musicals have 
the ability make 
the world feel a bit 
lighter and hap-
pier for the hol-
idays. They also 
have a superpower 
to make one feel 
inspired. Aubrey 
said that once a 
year they have a 
h o l i d a y - t h e m e d 
musical or play, 
such as “The Nut-
cracker,” and this 
year, “Miracle on 
34th Street.”

“Everyone loves 
holiday music,” 
Aubrey said.

Anyone who 
needs brightening 
over the holiday 
season will enjoy the bright 
happiness this musical will 
bring to your Christmas cele-
bration. Goschke shared some 
fun and festive information 
about treats for guests at the 

show.
“The volunteers working 

the event and I will be wear-
ing festive hats and selling hot 
cocoa to bring up the holiday 
spirit, which is something 
we’re all very excited about 
and hope it is well received by 

our guests.”
“Music creates an emotion-

al connection that enhances 
the words and provides a ve-
hicle for touching hearts. It is 
a true pleasure to watch the 
audience smile and cheer for 
this heart-warming story,” 
Aubrey said.

“Miracle on 34th Street” 
will show Saturday at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are available at Ford-
center.org.

SARAH SMITH
sasmit17@go.olemiss.edu

Ford Center hosts ‘Miracle on 34th Street’ performance

COURTESY: FORDCENTER.ORG
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Picture a quiet, peaceful 
place to escape from all the 
exam hustle and end-of-the-
semester bustle. You need 
a break from the grind, and 
you want to get some good 
old-fashioned Christmas spir-
it pumping. Now imagine that 
place is free. Welcome to the 
Gingerbread Village at the 
Ford Center.

Each year, the Ford Cen-
ter asks local bakers to make 
gingerbread houses to cre-
ate a display that is open to 
the public and gives people 
a chance to connect to some 
fun holiday cheer and tradi-
tions. According to Ford Cen-
ter Marketing Director Kate 
Meacham, the event began six 
years ago and has only grown 
since.

“The original idea was 
Norm Easterbrook’s,” Mea-
cham said. “He was the direc-
tor of the Ford Center from 
2004 to 2015. Really, it just 

seemed like it would be fun 
to do. Norm had seen one 
while traveling and thought 
we could do something simi-
lar that would be fun for the 
community. The first year we 
only had four houses, and this 

year we expect over 30.”
In fact, the Ford Center is 

hoping to display 33 ginger-
bread houses this year, which 
provides a great variety of dec-
orations to view, and enjoying 
the designs is half the point.

“It’s always so much fun to 
see people’s creations,” Mea-
cham said. “The designs cover 
a broad range from tradition-
al to whimsical.”

When asked about the main 
reason to see the village, Mea-
cham acknowledged there is 
plenty of fun to be had, but 
it also has a charitable side. 
Entrance is free, but visitors 
can bring non-perishable food 
and cash donations to help lo-
cal food pantries, including 
the Ole Miss Food Bank.

“It’s fun! Really, that’s the 
main reason,” Meacham said. 
“It’s free and a nice way to en-
joy some holiday cheer. We 
also collect donations for the 
local food pantries, both the 
Oxford Pantry and the Ole 
Miss Food Bank. In previ-
ous years, we have collected 
a substantial amount of food 
and cash for both.”

The Gingerbread Village has 
become an Oxford tradition 
and is considered a part of the 
holiday season in the city that 
residents and visitors alike 
should visit.

 “The Gingerbread Village 

is a great holiday tradition in 
Oxford,” Director of Visit Ox-
ford Mary Allyn Hedges said. 
“It’s a great activity to bring 
kids to view the houses as well 
as a visit with Santa Claus. 
Our office does a big advertis-
ing campaign surrounding all 
of the holiday activities hap-
pening this time of year, and 
this event is definitely a high-
light of the holiday season.”

The village will be open Dec. 
1 through Dec. 16 with several 
fun activities thrown in along 
the way, such as pictures with 
Santa, a Christmas parade af-
ter-party and story times. A 
schedule is available on the 
Ford Center’s website. Group 
visits are also an option and 
can be arranged by calling 
(662) 915-2787 or emailing 
kmeacham@olemiss.edu.

The Gingerbread Village 
is an opportunity to spread 
some good will in a setting 
that not only is peaceful and 
beautiful but also gives every-
one a chance to experience 
some Christmas cheer.

ETHAN DAVIS
egdavis1@go.olemiss.edu

Oxford holiday tradition continues: Gingerbread Village

COURTESY: GERTRUDE C. FORD CENTER

COURTESY: GERTRUDE C. FORD CENTER
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OPEN LATE 

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

662.236.3030
30099 code 9193

$5.99 Each: Choose Two Medium 2-topping Pizzas, 
Salad, Stuffed Cheesy Bread, Oven Baked  
Sandwich, Specialty Chicken, Penne Pasta in a Tin, 
or Marble Cookie Brownie  

Must Purchase Two Items  
Pan Pizza Extra

Mix & Match

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #6
Challenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1

You cannot antagonize and persuade at the sam
e tim

e.

9 8 4
4 8 5

6 7 3
4 7

6 9
5 7

7 3 1
2 1

3 9 5

CHALLENGING

SUDOKU©  
Puzzles by KrazyDad

HOW TO PLAY

Complete the grid so that 
every row, column and 3x3 
box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 with no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

SPORTS

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

AnswersChallenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 1
Sudoku #1
4716359

817536
65394
1542789
5846312
7928135

72953
345861

1357864

28

924

2871

36

79

64

8641

927

29

Sudoku #2
7328465
5619728
18249
6438925

56739
7415386

96842
3259871
4172653

91

43

5673

17

8124

29

7351

46

89

Sudoku #3
96752
1738249
5829641
3274985

6537921
4918367

9258436
6513792

34781

4138

56

73

61

84

52

71

84

2965

Sudoku #4
7569823

62345
1854276

9564128
29857
1736945
5479138

92314
8316257

41

9871

39

73

4316

82

62

7586

49

Sudoku #5
45918
7165893
9384256
328419
2193847
647913
8965372

7296341
14865

6327

24

17

576

56

852

14

58

3729

Sudoku #6
735126

263971
851492
3529168

7814352
9128643
562984

8495763
148627

984

485

673

47

69

57

731

21

395

Sudoku #7
432589

316872
587134

528149
983467125

749236
238476
862391
475968

761

945

296

637

158

915

574

123

Sudoku #8
9386241
164578
4589132
561783

742658
13496

7589123
284169

9132547

75

239

76

924

391

8257

46

375

68

Patience is a virtue, and 
Andy Kennedy is having to 
spend it on his 2016-2017 
basketball team.  The Rebels 
opened the year 2-0 with a 
couple of tight wins over Ten-
nessee-Martin and UMass, 
in which they had a sluggish 
start and were able to over-
come it. On Wednesday night 
against Middle Tennesee, the 
48-19 halftime hole the Reb-
els put themselves in was too 
large to climb out of.

His group has a lot of new 
faces this season, more so than 
usual of a Kennedy, which 
usually has some turnover. 
But not this much. They’ve 
played well in spots. Ole Miss 
went down to the Virgin Is-
lands and placed runner up 

in the Paradise Jam Tourna-
ment, beating Oral Roberts 
and Saint Joseph’s before 
leading for much of the game 
against a dangerous and very 
good Creighton team, but it 
fell just short.

“This group is so difficult for 
me to read,” a frustrated Ken-
nedy said following the loss on 
Wednesday. “And maybe it’s 
because of the new faces.”

Ole Miss has struggled with 
turnovers in the early going, 
a symptom of a team looking 
for cohesiveness. It had 14 in 
the first half against the Blue 
Raiders and seven in the first 
four minutes of the game.

“Maybe this will get our 
attention. We’ve got to play 
harder. We’ve got to be more 
locked in. I’m tired of saying 
‘Guys, let’s go. Let’s go.’ It’s 
unacceptable. We’ve got to 
change that,” Kennedy said.

The team is trying to find its 
footing. Cullen Neal and De-
andre Burnett make up a new-
look back court, while Justas 
Furmanavicius is still getting 
adjusted in the front court. 
Forward Nate Morris has yet 
to join the team due to some 
off-court issues, and freshman 
guard Breein Tyree is still get-
ting healthy.

There is an adequate num-
ber of pieces to this puzzle. It’s 
just going to take some time to 
get them to fit.

“Some of it could be that 
they’re new to me and new 
to the system and I just don’t 
know how to read them yet,” 
Kennedy said earlier this 
week. “My goal in the Virgin 
Islands was to find out more 
about this team. You play 
three games in four days in a 
contained environment, and 
play a good team in Saint Jo-
seph’s, probably our best 40 
minutes of the year. Then we 
came back against Creigh-
ton and really answered the 
challenge of being locked in. 
Creighton is just really good 
and made more plays than us.”

It just hasn’t come consis-
tently. UMass had the Reb-
els on the ropes before they 
forced overtime and pulled it 
out of the fire. It started slug-
gishly in the season opener as 
well.

They’ve played well in flash-
es, like Creighton and Saint 
Joseph’s. Burnett dropped 41 
on Oral Roberts, and the Reb-
els played better defensively 
against the Jays.

“We learned (in the Virgin 
Islands) that we could be a 
good team. We showed flash-
es of a good team. We guarded 
better on the perimeter and in 
the paint,” Burnett said.

The trouble for Ole Miss, is 
that it’s still working out the 
kinks while simultaneous-
ly entering into its toughest 

non-conference stretch. Mem-
phis looms on Saturday before 
a trip to Virginia Tech fol-
lowed by games against Mur-
ray State and Bradley.

“I think once we have more 
and more time together, it 
will start getting better,” Neal 
said.

Ole Miss still has time, but 
it will need to produce some 
wins before it hits SEC play 

to buy some more. The Rebels 
can help their NCAA tourna-
ment résumé in the next few 
weeks, but they can also hurt 
it if the losses keep coming.

“I don’t think I can be a new 
guy anymore,” Neal said. “I 
got to act like the veteran I 
am, because I am a graduate 
transfer. Now I have gotten 
my feet wet, so I’m ready to 
go. It is time to step it up.”

Patience is going to be key with new-look Rebels
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com

Junior guard Deandre Burnett runs down court after making a shot in a game earlier 
this season. 

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in ad-
vance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is 
in session except during the summer session which is Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.

RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable 
products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL   •   662.915.5503

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text -  extra $0.50 per word

28
72

6

•  REQUIRED: knowledge of and experience in InDesign and 
Photoshop. Illustrator a plus.

•  An understanding of the fundamentals of graphic design and 
what constitutes good AD design

•  Ability to quickly produce effective and attractive advertising 
materials following instructions from staff

FOR APPLICATION or MORE INFORMATION  
email: danovak@olemiss.edu • call: 662.915.5503 • online: www.thedmonline.com/apply/

Shifts available beginning 
in January 2017 and for the 

2017-2018 school year
Work Hours: Monday-Friday 

between 10am-4pmNEEDEDDESIGNERS
Student Media Center

advertising

CSS&SY20163x3

•  Attention to detail, high degree of 
creativity, strong verbal skills and ability 
to work independently at times

•  All SMC student employees must have 
a minimum 2.0 GPA and be in good 
standing academically

COMMERCIAL REALTY
TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bedroom 
1 bath w/ study. 2950 S. Lamar. Single 
occupancy only. $510 month with valid 
Ole Miss student ID (662)832-0117 

APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH town-
house with W/D included. No pets. 1 
year lease. Quiet atmosphere. Deposit 
required. Call (662)234-0000 

HOUSE FOR RENT
TOWNHOUSE 3 Bed, 3 Bath, Jackson 
Ave, New Flooring, New Paint, $1100, 
Home Realty, Inc, 662-816-8685. 

AUTOMOBILES
1996 FORD F150 Only $2525 4x4 short 
box, auto, 31k Mi, V8, pacific green ext. 
Call or text 734-274-9235 

In front of a record crowd of 
8,088 fans, the Ole Miss women’s 
basketball team picked up an 89-
41 win over Jackson State. The win 
gives Ole Miss its 800th all-time 
program win and moves Ole Miss 
to a perfect 5-0 at the Pavilion at 
Ole Miss this season.

Ole Miss (6-1) had a fairly bal-
anced score sheet with 10 players 
making their way into the scoring 
book with Shandricka Sessom 
(Byhalia) leading the way with her 
second double-double of the sea-
son with a team-best 18 points and 
10 rebounds. Senior Bretta Hart 
(Poplarville) also recorded her sec-
ond career double-double with 11 
points and 10 rebounds.

In total, five Rebels reached dou-
ble figures– marking the second 
time this season Ole Miss has had 
five players in double figures. It 
also marked the first time in the 
Insell era in which Ole Miss had 
two double-doubles in the same 
contest.

Holding a commanding 54-22 
lead at halftime, Ole Miss kept the 
pedal to the metal in the second 
half, scoring 35 points and holding 
the visiting Lady Tigers to just 19 
points in the second half, including 
just three in the fourth quarter on 
just 7.7 percent shooting in the fi-
nal frame.

Ole Miss finished the game 
shooting 50 percent (36-of-69) 
and snagged a season-best 58 re-
bounds, after being out-rebound-
ed in its last two contests. The Ole 
Miss reserves were phenomenal 
against the Lady Tigers, scoring 50 
points. The Rebels had three play-
ers in double figures off the bench 
led by 14 from sophomore Alissa 
Alston (New Haven, Connecticut), 
while Shelby Gibson (Murfrees-
boro, Tennessee) and Hart added 
12 and 11 points, respectively.

Both teams started slow from 

the floor, but Ole Miss got into the 
groove of things midway through 
the half behind six unanswered 
points from Gibson. The Rebels 
jumped out to a 10-1 lead at the 
first media timeout, a lead they 
wouldn’t give up the entire contest. 
Jackson State got its first field goal 
at the 3:51 mark of the first stanza, 
but Ole Miss’ offense was good, if 
not great, in the first quarter. The 
home team shot 62.5 percent (10-
of-16) from the floor in the first 
half and was led by a trio of players 
with six points. The Rebels didn’t 
slow down in the second frame 
and tacked on 26 second-quarter 
points, en route to a 54-22 half 
time lead.

FROM THE COACH
On the win…

“They came out and played re-
ally hard. I’m real proud of them 
for that. We played really well. 
They were 3-1 on the season. We 
got after it and got after them, 
forced them into 20 turnovers.  
We turned it over 20 times, which 
is something I don’t like, but we’ll 
fix that. But that’s playing a lot of 
players. Everybody got a chance to 
play, and now it’s time to turn our 
focus to Sunday.”

On the team’s 
rebounding…

“I challenged them to rebound. 
Bretta Hart with a double-dou-
ble, unbelievable, great job there 
by her. Shandricka Sessom with 
a double-double, Cecilia Muhate 
battled on the boards. Looking at 
the four position, whomever re-
bounds is going to play. We have to 
have rebounding in there, and I’m 
real proud of them for that.”

On the team’s defensive 
play…

“It can be as good as we want it 
to be. When we’re locked in, we’re 
pretty darn good defensively, and 

that’s a big part of it. That’s some-
thing I’m real proud of. We still 
have room to improve defensively. 
We’re going to get there eventually, 
but we’re further along than we’ve 
been in the past. The goal as always 
with my teams is to be ready in 
January. And we’re right on track 
to be ready in January.”

On Sunday’s matchup with 
West Virginia…

“Two evenly matched teams. 
Two teams that are very similar. 
It’s a situation where, if we both 
play our top game, then it’s going 
to be a helluva game. We’ve got to 
bring it. They’re a tough team. I 
have a lot of respect for their coach. 
He does an unbelievable job. We 
have to bring a lot of toughness if 
we’re going to get that win. If we’re 
going to be a player this year, we 
have to go on the road and get 
wins. This is our first opportunity. 
They’re ranked 16th in the country. 
It’s an unbelievable opportunity 
for our basketball program to see 
how much we’ve grown.”

REBEL SIDELINES
-Ole Miss used its third lineup 

of the season with freshman Kate 
Rodgers getting her first career 
start. Rodgers becomes the first 
Ole Miss freshman to get a start 
this season.

-Ole Miss set a new single-game 
record for attendance with 8,088 
fans, which is the most fans to ever 
see an Ole Miss women’s basket-
ball game. The previous record was 

7,407, a mark set last season versus 
Mississippi Valley State.

-With the win, Ole Miss picks up 
its 800th program win, becoming 
one of just six SEC schools with 
800 all-time wins.

-Ole Miss’ 6-1 start equals the 
best start for the Rebels under 
Matt Insell. Ole Miss was 6-1 to 
open the 2014-2015 season.

-Ole Miss had five players in 
double figures for the second time 
this season. Ole Miss also had five 
in double figures against Jackson-
ville State.

-Ole Miss has now kept oppo-
nents to single digits in 12 of the 28 
quarters of basketball this season.

-For the first time in the Insell 
era, Ole Miss had two players re-
cord double-doubles.

-Alissa Alston posted a ca-
reer-high seven assists in the con-
test.

UP NEXT
Ole Miss hits the road for the 

SEC/Big 12 Challenge. The Rebels 
will travel to Morgantown, West 
Virginia, to take on West Virgin-
ia. Tip is set for 3:00 p.m. Central 
time from West Virginia’s WVU 
Coliseum.

Rebels win big on Kids Day against Jackson State
OLEMISSSPORTS.COM

Shandricka Sessom attempts to shoot after rebounding the ball during the team’s 
win over Lipscomb earlier this season. 

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS
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120 South 11th Street                    662.234.1411

28671

GoinG 
old school

for the SEC  
Championship Game

– F R I D A Y –

– S A T U R D A Y –
BEERFREE & please drink responsibly

From the sports desk: College football pick‘em week 15

SH: Deshaun Watson is a game changer, beginning and end of 
story. Virginia Tech has shown a lot of promise this season, but 
Clemson’s high-powered offense should be too much to handle 
for the Hokies. Clemson wins comfortably.

SH: Temple has shown a few flashes this season, but issues with 
injuries have left the team in a pickle. The Midshipmen have no 
shortage of dynamic scoring options, and I fully expect Navy to 
not only win but also put the selection committee in a very tough 
position.

SH:  Alabama wins. Next.

SH:This game feels about as evenly matched as it gets. Washing-
ton is a known quantity, but at the moment, Colorado might be 
one of the hottest teams in college football. Washington needs 
this win to secure a spot in the postseason. For that reason, they’ll 
find a way to pull out a win. Huskies win a close one.

Assistant Sports Editor Sam Harres: Oklahoma State has looked 
dangerous all season, and this weekend shouldn’t be an exception. 
While the Big 12 isn’t what it used to be, the Cowboys should put up a 
good fight, but expect a gritty win for the Sooners.

SH: Wisconsin is going to push the run hard, and it’s got the 
talent to do so effectively. Penn State, on the other hand, is 
currently shuffling its offense around in response to a number 
of injuries. If there is any saving grace for the Nittany Lions, it’s 
that their defense has been and will be rock solid. Wisconsin 
eventually pulls out the win, but Penn keeps it close all game.

BSR:  Justin Fuente has wasted no time getting started in Blacks-
burg. The Hokies have a chance to win 10 games in his first sea-
son, and I think this could be a little tricky for Clemson. But too 
much Deshaun Watson in the end. Clemson wins a close game.

BSR: Navy could quite literally freeze college football in terms 
of bowl alignment. If the Midshipmen win, they’d be in line for 
a birth in a New Year’s six bowl game, but wouldn’t know for sure 
until after the Army-Navy game. For the sake of anyone in media 
relations and travel coordination, Temple better win this thing. 
Owls win by a field goal.

BSR: If Florida slows the tempo and is able to run the ball, they 
could keep this respectable. Those are two huge “ifs.” Tide wins big.

BSR:Mike Macintyre has created the story of the college football 
season. What a turnaround in Boulder. If Washington loses this 
game, the selection committee will have an absolute mess on its 
hands trying to select the fourth team. I think it’s going to happen. 
Buffs win by a touchdown.

Sports Editor Brian Scott Rippee:  The Big 12 is suffering due to the 
lack of a conference title game, and a lot of down programs across the 
league, none more glaringly than Texas. Mike Gundy’s squad should 
be a one-loss team right now if not for how the officials handled their 
game against Central Michigan. Oklahoma has looked great over the 
last month of the season. Sooners win by two scores, but it won’t be 
enough to give them a serious playoff look, no matter what happens.

BSR: For as much emphasis as the committee has put on con-
ference championships the first two years of this circus, they’ve 
seemingly gone the opposite way, and part of that is because 
of how good the Big 10 has been this year. I think the winner of 
this game should make the playoff, but I’m not foolish enough 
to think that will happen. Penn State wins this one and adds 
further madness to this equation.

NO. 3 CLEMSON VS NO. 23 VIRGINIA TECH

TEMPLE VS NO. 19 NAVY

NO. 10 OKLAHOMA STATE VS NO. 9 OKLAHOMA NO. 6 WISCONSIN VS NO. 7 PENN STATE

NO. 1 ALABAMA VS NO. 15 FLORIDA

NO. 8 COLORADO VS NO. 4 WASHINGTON

COLUMN
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