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Important games 
ahead for Rebels

SEE SPORTS PAGE 8

WHAT’S INSIDE...
Analyzing Donald Trump and 
his effect on conservatism
 
SEE OPINION PAGE 2

It’s Mardi Gras: Check out 
what students are tweeting
 
SEE LIFESTYLES PAGE 4

Square crash damages local businesses Officers 
confront
students’
prescribed
marijuana

A Ford pickup truck 
crashed into a 
small row of store-
fronts Monday on 

Courthouse Drive on the 
Oxford Square. The crash 

was reported just after 5:30 
a.m.

According to the Oxford 
Fire Department, the man 
driving the truck suffered 
a medical episode, believed 
to be a seizure, and drove 
through the flower beds and 
smashed into the buildings. 
He was taken to the local 

Baptist hospital to treat mi-
nor injuries.

Apparel received the bulk 
of the damages caused by 
the accident. Next door, 
Ajax Diner’s storefront also 
took some of the hit. How-
ever, the structural con-
struction repairs did not 
affect Oxford Grillehouse 

due to its weekly Monday 
closing.

OFD was on the scene fix-
ing structural damages to 
the “hot zone” by Monday 
afternoon. Joey Gardner, 
deputy chief of operations 
for OFD, observed as the 

Construction takes place after a crash early Monday morning that damaged multiple businesses on the Square.

WESLEY MCFALL
ELIZABETH WILKS PARRY
thedmnews@gmail.com

SEE ACCIDENT PAGE 3
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Student government candidates begin campaigning
Three students are run-

ning for the student body 
president position this year, 
which is the first time more 
than one candidate has run 
for the position since 2014.

Emily Hoffman, Dion Kev-
in and Austin Spindler are 
running for president. Matt 
Gladden, Allison Hanby, 
Coco McDonnell and Elam 
Miller are candidates for 
vice president. Running for 
the position of secretary are 
Jordan Coopwood and Dylan 

Wood. For attorney general, 
Levis Bevis and Dillon Pitts 
are running. Judicial chair 
candidates are Will Nowell 
and Bryant Carlton. The only 
unopposed seat is that of 
treasurer, for which Jennie 
Jesuit is running.

Students running for the 
Associated Student Body 
were permitted Sunday night 
to put up signs announcing 
their candidacy in the new 
campaign area. Due to con-
struction on the Ole Miss 

Student Union, the new signs 
will be on the sides of Busi-
ness Row, by the Lyceum and 
the J.D. Williams Library.

Students will be allowed 
to give out small campaign 
cards and stickers in the Cir-
cle, on Business Row and 
around the Phi Mu Fountain. 
The election will take place 
March 7 through online vot-
ing, but paper ballots will 
be available in Minor Hall, 
where the temporary ASB of-
fice is located.

DM STAFF REPORT

Earlier this February, Oxford 
Police Department tweeted 
a picture of a seized package 
containing what appeared to 
be medical marijuana.
When describing the contents 
of the package in its tweet, 
OPD used quotation marks 
around the word prescrip-
tion, catching the attention of 
many Twitter users. OPD said 
its use of quotation marks was 
a direct result of the question-
able authenticity of the pack-
aging of the marijuana.
“A real prescription has the 
doctor who prescribed the 
medicine, a Rx number, pa-
tient’s name, etc.,” OPD said 
in a direct message via Twit-
ter. “This had none of it, de-
spite being labeled ‘medical 
marijuana.’”
Medical marijuana is legal 
in 28 U.S. states, not includ-
ing Mississippi. Nearly 46 
percent of Ole Miss students 
come from out of state, and 
according to the school’s 
website, 1,836 students come 
to Ole Miss from states with 
some form of legal marijuana. 
Many of these students come 

KAILEN LOCKE
thedmnews@gmail.com

SEE MARIJUANA PAGE 3
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OPINION

COLUMN

In Spanish, we have a pop-
ular saying that could be 
translated as “tell me who 
you walk with, and I’ll tell 
you who you are.”
I promise it sounds better in 
the original version.
This is a piece of wisdom I 

have always kept in mind 
when making and maintain-
ing friendships, especially in 
college. In the end, the peo-
ple we associate with and 
consider our friends say a 
great deal about who we are.
For that reason, as I read 
some of the speeches from 
the recent Conservative Po-
litical Action Conference, I 
wondered: Who are conser-
vatives in this country “walk-
ing with”?
My understanding up to this 
point was that conservatives 
in the U.S. defended the so-
called “small government,” 
which includes lower taxes, 
reduced public spending and 
protected Christian values, 
and relies on a world order 
favorable to private enter-

prise and trade.
Whether you agree with 
those positions or not, they 
offer many legitimate argu-
ments necessary for healthy 
function of this democracy.
However, the shift of sev-
eral conservative priorities 
under the ideological influ-
ence of Steve Bannon and 
the administration of Presi-
dent Trump raises questions 
about the future of both con-
servatism and democracy in 
the U.S.
Perhaps the most worrisome 
issue is the hateful and divi-
sive rhetoric used by some in 
the Trump administration.
Claims such as that of taking 
undocumented immigrants 
“the hell out of this coun-
try” are neither appropriate 

for a president nor consis-
tent with Christian values 
and standards of speech that 
conservatives are supposed 
to uphold.
The same applies for com-
ments about media networks 
being labeled as “enemies of 
the American people.”
In a display of grandiosity I 
consider alarming, President 
Trump has also repeated the 
phrase “our movement” con-
tinuously in speeches since 
his inauguration.
In his inaugural speech, he 
said, “A historic movement 
the likes of which the world 
has never seen before.”
It is unclear whether that 
“movement” is his own or 
part of the new conserva-
tive identity. What is clear is 

the deviation of the “move-
ment’s” values from tradi-
tional Republican ideology.
After all, President George 
W. Bush defended Islam as 
a religion of peace, and his 
father, President George 
H.W. Bush, promoted free 
trade with the drafting of the 
North Atlantic Free Trade 
Agreement. Both of those 
positions are seemingly un-
der fire by the new adminis-
tration.
The conservative movement 
has changed dramatically 
in a dangerous way, and the 
shift has been far from pos-
itive.

Francisco Hernandez is a 
junior international studies 
major from Valencia, Spain.

FRANCISCO HERNANDEZ
thedmopinion@gmail.com

Trump's rise: Historic or dangerous movement?
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from states where patients 
are allowed to carry upwards 
of 3 ounces of the plant.
Rob Waller, director of the 
Lafayette Metro Narcotics 
Unit, said he understands 
students may be coming from 
far away states, but their 
medical marijuana is not wel-
come in town.
“You have to follow laws as 
they are written in the loca-
tion that you’re at,” Waller 
said. “You can stay in the 

state where you got your 
prescription, but you cannot 
bring it here.”
Ole Miss junior Lia Aiavao is 
originally from California, a 
state where medical marijua-
na has been legal since Prop-
osition 215 passed in 1996. 
The school reported 236 Cal-
ifornian students on campus 
in 2015.
Though Aiavao is not pre-
scribed marijuana herself, 
she said she has become very 
passionate about the issue 
through the struggles of her 
brother. She said while he 
was away at school where the 

plant is still illegal, her broth-
er faced many problems.
“He, like so many others, was 
so used to being able to get it 
at home, and when he went 
back to school he didn’t know 
what to do,” Aiavao said.
OPD said it has not handled 
many cases of out-of-state 
students arguing their mar-
ijuana should be considered 
legal while in school but runs 
into medical packages from 
time to time.
“We don’t have a lot of stu-
dents claiming medical mar-
ijuana,” OPD said in a direct 
message via Twitter. “But we 

see it on breaks where stu-
dents have time to visit me-
dicinal marijuana states.”
Waller said since state laws 
are independent, each state 
can have a different law, and 
that’s where states rights 
come into effect. Because the 
state has not legalized the 
drug, it is still illegal, he said.
“If someone is caught with it, 
it’s up to the officer on what 
to charge them with, if at all,” 
OPD said. “It could be a sim-
ple possession of marijuana 
or possession of parapherna-
lia. It doesn’t matter if it’s le-
gal in another state; it’s illegal 

in Mississippi.”
Ole Miss is the only insti-
tution in the county with a 
license to legally grow and 
study marijuana, but the 
plant hasn’t grown at the 
Maynard W. Quimby Medic-
inal Plant Garden in 10 years. 
The garden’s presence has 
had little effect on marijuana 
law, as the Mississippi legis-
lature has no active marijua-
na legislation.

This article was submitted 
to The Daily Mississippian 

from an advanced reporting 
class.

team assessed the destruc-
tion.

“My role is just stand-
ing back, watching, mak-
ing sure everything is done 
safely and that none of our 
people get injured,” Gard-
ner said. “The guys are do-
ing some structural work 
on these buildings, making 
sure we don’t get any more 
damage than we have right 
now.”

Ajax Diner was closed 
Monday due to its proxim-
ity to the accident and the 
loss of a structural column 
in the front of the building, 
but it is expected to reopen 
by Tuesday.

“Hopefully we can be 
open tomorrow,” Ajax Din-
er owner Randy Yates said. 
“I’m just glad this didn’t 
happen later in the day 
when the Square is crowd-
ed.”

JCG Apparel owners 
Mary Katherine and Lew-
is Herrington said they are 
unsure on when their store 
will be able to reopen.

“It’s really too early to tell 
about any of it,” Lewis said. 
“The engineers are trying 
to determine whether or 
not the wall is going to col-
lapse and if it needs to be 

replaced.  The brick column 
the driver hit buckled and 
has a lot of weight on it, so 
they are trying to be as safe 
as possible.”

Mary Katherine was on 
the way out of town when 
she received the news about 
the damages to her store-
front.

“Oxford Police called me 
early this morning to tell 
me about the accident, but I 
was already headed to Col-
orado for vacation,” Mary 
Katherine said.

Lewis said JCG Apparel 
will be out of commission 
for the time being.

“Insurance will cover the 
repairs,” Lewis said. “Obvi-
ously, if the store is closed, 
there will be zero sales.”

Oxford Police Depart-
ment Officer Ryan Winters 
said the situation is still be-
ing “actively investigated,” 
though not much could be 
disclosed as of Monday af-
ternoon.

“Police report is in the 
process of being complet-
ed,” Winters said. “They are 
finalizing it trying to fig-
ure out what went on, talk 
to people about what hap-
pened.”

This article was submit-
ted to The Daily Missis-

sippian from an advanced 
reporting class.NewsWatch The 30-minute show 

is the ONLY LOCAL 
television newscast 
generating news 
directly to and for 
Ole Miss, Oxford, 
and Lafayette 
County.

Monday - Friday 
5 pm 

Channel 99

Rebroadcast at 10 pm

MARIJUANA
continued from page 1

ACCIDENT
continued from page 1

While Ajax Diner is expecting to be open Tuesday, JCG Apparel will be out of commission indefinitely. 

Due to a wreck that happened in the early hours of Monday morning, Ajax Diner had to close.
PHOTO COURTESEY: OXFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT

PHOTO COURTESEY: ELIZABETH WILKS PARRY
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1:00-4:00pm The Inn at Ole Miss

Bring copies of your resume!
Please come dressed in professional attire. 

Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2017 

33629
Sponsored by Tower Loan, Enterprise, and Farm Bureau

Ellll
@elohellie_

1:10 PM - 24 Feb 2017

“I, in fact, am the only person I know not leaving Oxford 
for Mardi Gras and I COULDNT BE ANY MORE SAD.” 

Kirsten McGill
@kirstenmcgill

9:04 AM - 24 Feb 2017

“The real petition that needs to be started is to give 
Ole Miss a Mardi Gras party.”

Carly
@_QueenCarly

4:22 AM- 26 Feb 2017

“Mardi Gras was lit af. But ready to grind out these next 
two weeks for spring break.”

Ryan Arneson
@ryanarneson15

9:40 AM- 242Feb 2017

“Mardi Gras is for the boooooys.”

Yasmine
@yasmineosmannnn

12:55 AM - 25 Feb 2017

“I stayed in Oxford for Mardi Gras....... I’ve never had 
such fomo b4.”

Liz Hale
@LizHale333

3:48 PM - 23 Feb 2017

“If I see one more person caption their date party pics 
with “Mardi Party” I’m going to scream.”

It’s Fat Tuesday, Rebels. What did you do for Mardi Gras?

ILLUSTRATION BY: MARISA MORRISSETTE
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Natural hair care and cultural expression event today

The UM Women of Color 
Network will present a two-
part event to provide personal 
insight and advice for women 
on how to maintain natural and 
healthy hair this week.

“Pressed by Perceptions: Nat-
ural Hair Care and Cultural Ex-
pression on a College Campus” 
will be held tonight in the last 
week of  Black History Month 
and again Thursday in honor of 
Women’s History Month. The 
events will be from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. both days in Weems 
Auditorium at the Robert C. 
Khayat Law Center.

Natural and healthy hair 
has now become a movement 
across the world. Increasingly 
more African-American women 
are turning away from chemi-
cals and relaxers and instead 
choosing a more natural route 
to maintaining and growing 
their hair.

LaTanya Dixon, a member 
of the UM WOCN, is leading a 
committee of six women who 
have organized this campus 
event.

Part one of the event will give 
those in attendance knowledge 
of how to properly nourish and 
style natural hair. There will 
also be a panel discussion in 
which women from campus 
community describe their natu-
ral hair journeys from student, 
faculty and staff perspectives, 
according to Dixon.

Part two will consist of a pan-
el of faculty and staff who will 
discuss cultural expression in 
the workplace. A mixer with 
light refreshments will follow 
the panel discussion to extend 
the conversation of cultural ex-
pression and build community.

Speakers and guests for 
the event will include Katrina 
Caldwell, vice chancellor for 
diversity and community en-
gagements; Acacia Santos, Miss 
Ole Miss; representatives from 
four members of the National 
Pan-Hellenic Council– an act-
ing body for the nine historical-
ly African-American fraternities 
and sororities– and many other 
faculty and staff who will share 
their personal hair experiences 
and advice.

“I believe attendees will ap-
preciate hearing the voices and 
stories of people they see every 

day on campus with whom they 
may not regularly get the op-
portunity to have these kinds of 
discussions,” Dixon said.

Santos said she looks forward 
to hearing the stories of the oth-
er panelists.

“I think it’s so important to 
hear from everyone and know 
that there are people who have 
gone through the things you’re 
going through and have come 
out just fine,” Santos said.

The struggles many black 
women face with their hair are 
not commonly discussed.

“I want those attending to 
know that they aren’t alone in 
this,” Santos said. “We’re here 
to encourage our natural beauty 
and show those in attendance 
that it can be done.”

AJ Lester, hairstylist and 
brand owner of AJ Hair Addic-
tion, said she is excited about 
the event because it gives wom-
en the opportunity share their 
knowledge of hair. Lester fo-
cuses more on healthy hair, as 
she is currently transitioning to 
chemical-free hair herself. She 
will give a live tutorial of a com-
mon go-to hairstyle for women 
wearing their hair natural.

“I feel the event will be a con-
fidence booster for students, 
staff or anyone who has natu-
ral hair or is uncertain,” Lester 
said.

“Attendees can expect to 
learn about the experiences and 
perspectives of women in our 
campus community, who wear 
their hair natural in spaces that 

may or may not be accustomed 
to natural hair,” Dixon said.

Black women are sometimes 
more nervous or anxious about 
how the public may react to 
their hair and how it’s styled.

Many African-American 
women start the process of re-
laxing, or chemically treating, 
their hair at a young age to 
achieve a straight, non-kinky 
texture.

Jannell Granger, a senior in-
ternational studies and Arabic 
major, began the process at the 
age of 13 and stopped two years 
ago when she grew tired of re-
laxing her hair. She wanted to 
do something different with her 
hair and chose to let it grow nat-
urally.

Going natural is a big step 
for some women because it can 
mean a drastic change in ap-
pearance.

“When I first did the big chop, 
I feared that I would come off 
as masculine,” Granger said. “I 
remembered that I am not my 
hair.”

“The big chop” is where wom-
en decide to chop off all their re-
laxed or chemically treated hair. 
Sometimes this requires wom-
en to cut their hair to finger nail 
length or shave their hair down 
to its most natural point.

Hair grows from the root, and 
the newly  grown hair is what’s 
considered to be the most nat-
ural of the hair shaft that has 
been relaxed.

Women can go from easily 
manageable straight hair to a 

small ‘fro or a shaved head.
According to Granger, her 

mom always told her her hair 
is only 10 percent of who she is, 
and her confidence is the other 
90 percent.

“I have not had an issue wear-
ing my hair confidently, be-
cause the most beautiful wom-
an in my eyes is a curly redhead, 
my mom,” Granger said. “She 
wears her hair with confidence, 
and her ability to do that in-
spired me to do the same.”

Granger will also be speak-
ing in a panel discussion for the 
event.

These are the types of stories 
that can be expected during 
“Pressed by Perceptions: Natu-
ral Hair Care and Cultural Ex-
pression on a College Campus.”

“We hope their stories and 
advice will help normalize the 
cultural expressions of women 
of color on college campuses,” 
Dixon said.

Please recycle 
your DM!

reduce  |  reuse  |  recycle

KEÈNA BELK
kmbelk@go.olemiss.edu

Rachel Coleman, LaTanya Dixon, Celesia Blackmon-Miller and Kirstie Manning pose for a picture. The UM Women of Color 
Network will present an event to provide personal insight and advice for women on maintaining natural and healthy hair. 

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT
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OPEN LATE 

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

662.236.3030 28
63

8

NOW HIRING 
ALL POSITIONS

LATE NIGHTS PREFERRED
Part-Time/Full-Time

$50SIGNING BONUS
(after 90 days of good performance)

apply in person at the store 1603 W. Jackson Ave

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #3
Challenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 2

Everything needs a little oil now
 and then.

1 3
8 9 2

1 6 8
2 3

6 9 4 5
9 6

6 4 8
3 2 8

7 9

CHALLENGING

SUDOKU©  
Puzzles by KrazyDad

HOW TO PLAY

Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE

AnswersChallenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 2
Sudoku #1

64789
1549736
783125

3754681
9512743
6139852
537698
8169274
47165

3251

28

964

29

86

47

241

53

9832

Sudoku #2
1296784
528731
86125

9231756
4893217

5864392
37541

893216
1657492

35

496

7439

84

65

71

2698

457

83

Sudoku #3
4682975
754631
329754

4785619
83172
5172348

759213
954167
1826354

13

892

168

23

6945

96

648

328

79

Sudoku #4
8273561

159843
973184
24739
187396452

49518
924186

765892
6812937

49

627

265

5681

3276

573

314

45

Sudoku #5
1783245
4257691
968472

54891
2958137
38174
569278

3816529
1975364

96

83

315

6732

46

6925

431

74

82

Sudoku #6
46879
3721465

2546738
5483192
91564

8132975
2671598
5783961
14637

1532

89

91

67

7283

46

34

42

9825

Sudoku #7
6782915

534286
285697
8436157

16943
3548762

376159
528974
1654823

43

917

314

29

7258

91

428

361

97

Sudoku #8
842563
9748215
612984

987532
756849

349815
587132
3275461
4139578

179

36

537

146

132

267

964

89

62

SPORTS

28707

Spring Student  
Memberships Available
662.234.4816 • www.theolemissgolfcourse.com

Men’s tennis takes 2 from Arkansas-Pine Bluff

In its home opener, the 
Ole Miss men’s tennis team 
shut out Arkansas-Pine 
Bluff twice Sunday at the 
Palmer/Salloum Tennis 
Center.

In a throwback to their 
days of playing together in 
Germany, sophomore Fa-
bian Fallert and freshman 
Tim Sandkaulen teamed up 
for a 6-0 win at No. 1 dou-
bles in the first match. Ri-
cardo Jorge and Mississip-
pi native Robert Mounger 
won 6-1 at No. 3 doubles.

In singles, Arkansas-Pine 

Bluff retired at No. 1 down 
5-0 in the first set, and then 
the Rebels won all remain-
ing matches in straight sets 
for the 7-0 win.

Around 200 fans showed 
up and braved the cool 
temperatures to catch their 
first glimpse of highly-tout-
ed Sandkaulen in his home 
debut. The former Euro-
pean and German Nation-
al Champion won both his 
singles matches on the day.

The second match began 
with singles, and the Rebels 
won 5-0.

“It was great to finally 
play at home this season, 
and we want to thank all 
the fans who came out and 
braved the chilly weather to 
watch the matches. We now 
turn our attention to the 
SEC and look forward to a 
great match on Friday at 
Alabama,” head coach Toby 
Hansson said.

The Rebels will travel 
to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
March 3 to face Alabama in 
their SEC opener.

Sophomore Fabian Fallert prepares to hit the ball during a match on Sunday against the University of Arkansas - Pine Bluff. 

Freshman Tim Sandkaulen hits the ball during a match on Sunday against the 
University of Arkansas - Pine Bluff.

OLE MISS SPORTS INFORMATION

PHOTO BY: WILSON BENTON

PHOTO BY: WILSON BENTON
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in 
advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when 
school is in session except during the summer session which is Thursdays. 

Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.

RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL   •   662.915.5503

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - �extra $0.50 per word

SPORTS

2879533614

FOR APPLICATION or MORE INFORMATION  
email: danovak@olemiss.edu • call: 662.915.5503 • online: www.thedmonline.com/apply/

Shifts available NOW and for the 2017-2018 school year
Work 2 to 4 hours, Monday-Friday between 10am-4pm

NEEDEDDESIGNERS
Student Media Center

advertising

CSS&SY20175x4TH

Need 
Thursday 

Designer
NOW

•  REQUIRED: knowledge of and experience 
in InDesign and Photoshop. Illustrator a 
plus.

•  An understanding of the fundamentals of 
graphic design and what constitutes good 
AD design

•  Ability to quickly produce effective and attractive 
advertising materials following instructions from staff

•  Attention to detail, high degree of creativity, strong 
verbal skills and ability to work independently at times

•  All SMC student employees must have a minimum 2.0 
GPA and be in good standing academically

APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH 
townhouse with W/D included. No 
pets. 1 year lease. Quiet atmosphere. 
Deposit required. Call (662)234-0000 

WEEKEND RENTAL

WEEKEND RENTALS Event week-
ends or any time. Locally owned and 
operated, BBB accredited (662)801-
6692 www.oxfordtownhouse.com 

BUSINESS
TRANSCULTURAL CARE ADHD, 
Anxiety, Bipolar, Depression, Psych 
Evaluation & Medication Management
www.transcultural-care.com Tel: 662-
234-5317 Olamide Alabi, PMHNP-BC 

Rebel hoops facing key games of the calendar

Following an 80-77 win 
over Missouri, Ole Miss 
looks to ride the momentum 
of back-to-back wins into its 
final two games of the regu-
lar season.

Winning six of their last 
eight games, the Rebels find 
themselves trending in the 
right direction as they pre-
pare for Wednesday’s game 
in Tuscaloosa. Both Ala-
bama and Ole Miss sit at 9-7 
in conference play, making 
this a pivotal game as reg-
ular season play comes to a 
close. Alabama, a team that 
wins most of its games in 
low-scoring affairs, relies 
heavily on its defense.

“They’re good at what they 
do,” head coach Andy Ken-
nedy said. “They’re the best 
defensive efficiency team in 
the league, and they’re the 
best rebounding team in the 
league.”

With a win in Tuscaloo-
sa, the Rebels would move 
to 10-7 in conference play 
and would put themselves 
in very good position to se-

cure the five seed in the SEC 
Tournament. Kennedy sees 
the opportunity his players 
have before them and hopes 
they do not focus too much 
on hypotheticals. By keeping 
things routine and practicing 
like any other day, Kennedy 
has focused his players on 
finishing the season strong.

“We need to go and play as 
well as we can in Tuscaloo-
sa, come home and play as 
well as we can against South 
Carolina and try to build mo-
mentum to be as whole as we 
can heading into Nashville,” 
Kennedy said.

Following an early exit in 
last years SEC Tournament, 
the Rebels hope to make 
their presence known this 
year in Nashville, Tennessee.

A team without a super-
star, Ole Miss has relied on a 
cast of individuals and team 
play to win games.

“We don’t have a guy like 
last year who can go 40 a 
night,” point guard Breein 
Tyree said. “This year, we 
have to feed off each other. If 
one guy isn’t having a good 
night, we look to each other 
to pick us up.”

Tyree has been one of the 
players called upon to car-
ry the team throughout the 
season. He’s grown mighti-
ly throughout the course of 
his freshman season and has 
shown flashes of the explo-
sive player he can be. Keep 
in mind that Tyree is still 
less than a year removed 
from his second torn ACL, 
and his knee still isn’t quite 
100 percent.

Tyree has been a center-
piece of the Rebels’ offense 
toward the latter part of 
this season. With his perfor-

mances in recent games – 15 
points against Missouri and 
24 against Mississippi State 
– Ole Miss will continue to 
look for Tyree to lead the of-
fense in coming games.

As the season comes to a 
close, the Rebels are reach-
ing a stretch of games they 
cannot afford to lose. A team 
that has struggled with con-
sistency all season is now 
going to face its toughest 
tests yet in a series of must-
win games. Kennedy said he 
hopes through recent games 
and practices, the team has 

worked out some of the is-
sues that have caused it 
problems throughout the 
year.

“We seem to solve one 
problem, and then another 
one will pop up,” Kennedy 
said. “But I do like the fight. 
This team finds ways to win 
games, and not always the 
most aesthetically pleasing 
ways.”

The ability to win games 
when it really matters is 
how teams continue play-
ing in the month of March. 
With the momentum of re-
cent success, Kennedy and 
the Rebels hope to finish 
the season strong and car-
ry their confidence into the 
postseason.

WYATT DUGAN
thedmsports@gmail.com

Freshman guard Breein Tyree dribbles down the court during a game earlier 
this season. Tyree has emphasized the importance of teamwork in the Rebels’ 
efforts. 

Facebook:  
Rebel Radio 
92.1

Twitter:  
Rebel Radio

www.myrebel 
radio.com

Stay 
Tuned 

In
PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS
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The Ole Miss softball team 
is coming off a dominating 
five-game weekend sweep at 
the Hatter Invitational before 
its home opener on Wednes-
day.

The Rebels opened the 
weekend with a 14-2 win 
against the Colgate Raid-
ers and then a win over No. 
23-ranked South Florida 8-0.  
Pitchers Kaitlin Lee and Alys-
sa Clayton gave up two com-
bined earned runs during the 
win against Florida.

Saturday, the Rebels con-
tinued the dominating per-
formance and pushed their 
win streak to eight games by 
gaining wins over the Col-
gate Raiders and the host, the 
Stetson Hatters.

In the rematch with the 
Raiders, Brittany Finney 
made her second career start 
in the circle and struck out a 
career high six in the victory.

Lee took over in the circle 
at the beginning of the sixth 
allowing just one hit and 
striking out two. The Rebels 
topped the Raiders once again 
in a dominating 8-2 fashion.

In game two against Stet-
son, Morgan Bruce dominat-

ed and did not allow a hit un-
til the fifth inning, finishing 
the game with just three hits 
overall in their 3-0 win.

“They were hitting ground 
balls all day, and that was re-
ally the goal,” Bruce said. “My 
defense was behind me all the 

way, especially in the last in-
ning.”

The Hatters had two run-
ners in position, but with a 
team effort, those runners 
were not able to score. For 
the Rebels, it wasn’t until the 
fourth inning that they were 

able to put the only three runs 
of the game on the board.

Miranda Strother got her 
second home run of 2017 over 
the weekend giving a 3-shot 
run in the fifth inning. Stroth-
er feels like the team is on a 
roll right now and the con-

fidence in each other is very 
high.

Finishing tournaments 
with multiple wins and 
high-scoring games are some 
of the reasons for the high 
confidence the players are be-
ginning to have in each other.

“I think our team right is 
vibing to the energy,” Stroth-
er said. “Any one of us could 
go up to bat and we know 
that they are going to do well. 
There’s no stopping us right 
now.”

Although the Rebels have 
been playing away for the past 
three weekends, Strother said 
she thinks this confidence will 
roll into the upcoming games 
they have scheduled at home.

“If we can beat them while 
we are away, there’s no rea-
son why we can’t beat them 
while we are at home,” 
Strother said. “I’m really ex-
cited to see what we do on our 
own turf, and being able to 
have our fans and our atmo-
sphere, there’s no reason we 
shouldn’t win.”

Ole Miss will host its first 
home slate versus Louisiana 
Tech on Wednesday. Follow-
ing the Wednesday game, the 
Rebels will play two straight 
home tournaments, the Red 
and Blue Classic Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday in Oxford.

Ole Miss softball shines in Hatter Invitational
 KIRSTEN MCGILL
thedmsports@gmail.com

PHOTO BY: MADI OSIAS  | OLEMISSSPORTS.COM

Ashton Lampton throws to first base during the Hatter Invitational. The Rebels swept all five games in the tournament 
and play their first home game on Wednesday. 
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