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Book Review 
Accounting by Machine Methods, by 

H . G. Schnackel and Henry C. Lang. (New 
York, The Ronald Press Company, 1929. 
563 p.) 
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This book affords new material in a field 
which thus far has not been given much 
attention by writers on accounting sub
jects. Mechanical installations, however, 
have made possible greater strides toward 
good accounting during the past few years 
than perhaps any other one factor. The 
future will probably see a much greater in
terest in this subject and a much wider 
application of machine methods. Large 
industrial combines will need more, rather 
than less, accounting data, in order to safely 
administer scattered units of production 
and merchandising. Economic pressure 
will insist that this data be supplied at a 
minimum cost. The opportunity, there
fore, will be given to the accountant of 
dealing with periodic results that are sub
ject to fuller and more complete analyses 
than otherwise would be readily available. 
The whole subject is intensely interesting 
and one having great potentialities. No 
forward-looking accountant can afford to 
ignore it. 

Messrs. Schnackel and Lang show a 
thorough acquaintance with their subject 
and have brought together the necessary 
facts "to assist accountants in the proper 
and effective application of mechanical 
accounting devices to accounting condi
tions." As a basis of further discussion 
there is given a brief description of the me
chanical equipment itself including the 
specific utility of certain distinctive fea
tures. The authors are to be commended 
for their thoroughgoing treatment of the 
necessity of analytical research work as a 
preliminary operation in designing forms 
which are to be set up on the available 
mechanical equipment. A comprehensive 
survey of the purposes, description, manner 
of preparation, and utility of said forms is 
outlined and should have careful considera
tion by the reader. 

The whole subject of accounting by 
machine methods has been given careful 
consideration. Seven chapters deal with 
the accounting of merchandising opera
tions from order writing and billing sys
tems, handling receivables, instalment ac

counting, and sales analyses to sales com
missions. There is a chapter on accounts 
payable which includes a discussion of 
voucher system work. The following 
three chapters treat of manufacturing ac
counting and present methods of stock and 
material control and pay roll distribution. 
The subject of general ledger control is 
discussed and a chapter is given to the 
matter of statistical and miscellaneous 
applications. 

The concluding chapter deals with the 
possible economy and increased efficiency 
to be realized by affording accounting 
machine operators specific wage incentive. 

The book constitutes a valuable addition 
to an accountant's reference and text-book 
library. 
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