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For the fi rst time in three 
years, student body president 
candidates defended their 
claims to offi  ce for a stand-
ing-room-only auditorium 
Wednesday night.

All 14 candidates for presi-
dent, vice president, attorney 
general, secretary, judicial 
chair and treasurer gathered at 
the Overby Center for South-
ern Journalism and Politics 
for the debate. More than 200 
students attended the debate, 
most of whom were pulling for 
one candidate or another.

Presidential candidates Em-
ily Hoff man, Dion Kevin and 
Austin Spindler spoke about 
the importance of diversity, 
community involvement and 
student feedback.

Hoff man said the most dif-
fi cult issue facing the student 
body from the perspective 
of ASB is the lack of student 
involvement. She said to 
solve the problem, ASB must 
reach out to more groups on 
campus, especially minority 
groups, to achieve maximum 
participation and inclusion.

“It takes us going and be-
ing uncomfortable ... so that 
we can get everyone’s voice 
heard,” Hoff man said.

Kevin suggested ASB re-
quire students to have a cer-
tain number of service hours, 
similar to how the Sally Mc-
Donnell Barksdale Honors 
College runs its service hours 
program, to ensure involve-
ment.

“I want the students to start 
caring about the community 
more,” Kevin said. “I am kind 
of tired of students taking the 

The Center for Disease Con-
trol reports that people living in 
Southern U.S. account for nearly 
half of all people living with an 
HIV diagnosis in the country, at 
44 percent. As a state, Missis-
sippi is ranked ninth in the na-
tion for the lifetime risk of HIV 
diagnosis, with 20.6 people di-
agnosed per 100,000 residents. 
Lafayette County reported seven 
cases of HIV in 2015.

To combat the virus on cam-
pus, the Ole Miss Health Center 
conducts HIV testing in house. 
Dr. Travis Yates, director of the 
health center, said the center 
conducts these tests every day.

“We have some students who 
come specifically for HIV test-
ing, and some come frequently 
for STD testing,” Yates said. “We 
will often include HIV in that if 
they elect to have that done.”

Nationally, HIV spreads fast-
est among gay and bisexual men, 
younger demographics and Af-
rican Americans. In 2015, 16.8 
people per 100,000 residents of 
Southern states were living with 

an HIV diagnosis. This rate was 
11.6 per 100,000 in the North-
east, 9.8 per 100,000 in the 
West and 7.6 per 100,000 in the 
Midwest.

At Ole Miss, students have to 
pay for the HIV test if they want 
to have it done on campus, but 
Yates said he is trying to get free 
HIV testing reestablished for 
students. The school is seeking 
a grant from the State Board of 
Health and the Center for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention to 
help provide free HIV testing 
for students. Yates said this may 
bring more HIV-positive stu-
dents to the health center.

“We see our students here at 
the Student Health Center, but 
that in no ways means that we 
see every student with HIV,” 
Yates said. “There may be plenty 
of students with HIV that I have 
no knowledge of.”

All the nurses at the health 
center on campus are already 
certified to administer an HIV 
test, but in order for Ole Miss to 
get this grant, the nurses have 
to go through a special training 

MISSISSIPPIAN
Thursday, March 2, 2017 Volume 105, No. 99THE DAILY

T H E  S T U D E N T N E W S PA P E R  O F  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y O F  M I S S I S S I P P I  S E R V I N G  O L E  M I S S  A N D  OX F O R D  S I N C E  1 9 1 1       V i s i t  t h e D M o n l i n e . c o m       @ t h e d m _ n e w sV i s i t  t h e D M o n l i n e . c o m       @ t h e d m _ n e w s

Walk-off home run lifts 
Rebels over LA Tech

SEE SPORTS PAGE 8

ASB presidential candidates’ 
platforms at a glance

PICK UP TOMORROW’S EDITION

WHAT’S INSIDE... TOMORROW...ONLINE...
Rolling Stone top 25 artist 
performing in Oxford tonight
 
SEE LIFESTYLES PAGE 5

Alex George reads  
‘Setting the Kite Free’ today

SEE THEDMONLINE.COM

Candidates plead their cases, answer student questions

Ash Wednesday services 
attract hundreds on campus

Health center seeks grant 
to support free HIV testing

Students, faculty and staff  gathered 
on campus throughout Ash Wednes-
day to commemorate the fi rst day of 
Lent, the 40 days of penance before 
Easter.

Hundreds of participants prayed to-
gether and were given a small cross of 
ash on their foreheads. The tradition 

stems from the Bible verse in Genesis, 
“Remember that you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return.”

A special mass took place at 7 a.m. 
at St. John the Evangelist Catholic 
Church on campus, at noon in the Par-
is-Yates Chapel and at 5:30 p.m. at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church.

PHOTOS BY: TAYLAR TEEL

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT

SEE DEBATE PAGE 4

SEE HEALTH PAGE 3

JENNIFER FRONING
thedmnews@gmail.com

LYNDY BERRYHILL
JACQUELINE KNIRNSCHILD
SLADE RAND
thedmnews@gmail.com

(Left to right) Austin Spindler, Dion Kevin and Emily Hoffman, Associated Student Body presidential candidates, answer 
questions from students and defi ne their campaign platforms at the offi cer debate Wednesday in the Overby Center. 
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OPINION

For many people in the 
South, especially in religious 
contexts, there seems to be little 
thoughtful decision to be made 
about political candidates. Only 
a few issues are important, and 
the pinnacle of these issues is 
whether a candidate claims to 
be “pro-life.”

The candidates who have 

claimed the moral high ground 
on this issue have traditionally 
been Republican, because their 
policies call for fewer abortions, 
whether by making them illegal 
or very difficult to receive.

Unfortunately, the recent ac-
tions of Republican politicians 
suggest they have forgotten life 
continues past the stage of a fe-
tus, in foreigners, refugees and 
all other humans.

Perhaps the most widely sup-
ported disregard for life may be 
that destroyed by the negligence 
of our own military activities. 
While the military does a great 
deal of good worldwide through 
humanitarian aid and govern-
mental stabilization, there are 
certainly reasons for concern.

Over the past years, the use of 
drone strikes has risen signifi-
cantly, as have innocent people 
killed by them. Some attempts 
to estimate how many are killed 

without reason by our drone 
strikes result in counts in the 
hundreds or even thousands. 
It is true that both parties hold 
some blame in this inconsisten-
cy, but Republican politicians 
and citizens are less concerned 
with the consequences of such 
reckless strikes.

Similarly strange about the 
“pro-life” party is its support of 
refusing refugee entry into the 
country. Many of these refugees 
will die without a country to 
grant them safety, and though 
there is no evidence of such 
immigrants harming us, they 
remain outcasts by the hands of 
Republicans.

The cries of the religious right 
ring out against abortion, but 
for those refugees who Jesus 
himself commanded compas-
sion, there is little response.

Another issue of concern is 
the manner in which Repub-

licans have been handling the 
healthcare system. The repeal 
of the Affordable Care Act with-
out a replacement poses serious 
concerns for those who would 
lose coverage. Well-respect-
ed studies found that upwards 
of 35,000 people could die by 
such rash actions. Unfortunate-
ly, there is little outrage on the 
right about these lives.

The death penalty, another 
cause championed by Republi-
cans in recent years, has yielded 
its share of innocent victims. A 
study from the National Acad-
emy of Sciences estimated that 
one in 25 people executed was 
innocent. Though the number 
is small, it is surprising that the 
party that has branded itself as 
“pro-life” supports so ardently a 
policy with these consequences.

Even without all these con-
siderations, the evidence that 
the Republican party saves 

lives by preventing abortions 
is scarce. The rate of abortions 
in the U.S. is dependent upon 
many factors, none of which in-
clude the party in power. Many 
states that increased access to 
abortions had fewer than the 
national average. The rhetoric 
that Republican lawmakers re-
duce abortions is plainly false.

While neither party perfectly 
defends life in all forms, there 
is one party that champions the 
title “pro-life.” Unfortunately, 
this branding doesn’t correlate 
to lives lost in the real world.

As voters, we should be aware 
of not only the philosophies but 
also the outcomes of their pol-
icies.

Daniel Payne is a freshman 
integrated marketing 

communications major from 
Collierville, Tennessee.

DANIEL PAYNE
thedmopinion@gmail.com

COLUMN

Republican party: Not as pro-life as we think
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program. Training includes 
five hours of online practice 
and a daylong in-person 
training session.

Two nurses at the health 
center are currently signed 
up to go through the train-
ing so Ole Miss will quali-
fy for the grant. When the 
staff is accredited with the 
training certification, the 
program for free HIV test-
ing on campus will be rees-
tablished.

Currently, if a student 
turns out to be positive for 
HIV, the health center will 
refer that person immedi-
ately to an infectious dis-
ease specialist. The nearest 
infectious disease specialist 
is in Tupelo.

Yates said the health cen-
ter will still treat the stu-
dent for common ailments 
such as a cough, the com-
mon cold or the flu, but the 
center requires the student 
to be monitored by an HIV 
specialist.

HIV rates have stayed 
about the same in the last 
few years at Ole Miss. Ole 
Miss does not have a high 
incidence of HIV in the stu-
dent population, but that 
does not include all of Ox-
ford or Lafayette County.

If a student is HIV posi-
tive, that person does not 
have to register with the 
health center on campus, 
but Yates said he or she does 
have an ethical obligation 
to tell his or her partner be-
cause it is life-threatening.

“They may have been di-
agnosed elsewhere or get-
ting their care elsewhere,” 
Yates said. “The number of 
students that I do or do not 
see may not be reflective of 
our overall numbers.”

In 2015, the state saw 509 
diagnosed cases of HIV, ac-
cording to the Mississippi 
Department of Health.

Women accounted for 110 
of those cases of HIV, and 
African-American women 
reported the highest num-
ber of cases with 86. White 
women reported 16 cases, 

and Hispanic women ac-
counted for four cases.

There were a total of 399 
cases of Mississippi men 
living with HIV in 2015. 
African-American men ac-

counted for 323 cases, and 
white men reported 59 cas-
es. Hispanic men saw 10 
cases, and the last seven 
cases were from other eth-
nicities.

The CDC funds the 
Mississippi State De-
partment of Health to 
implement a high-im-
pact approach to HIV 
prevention. In 2014, 

$6,926,595 was given to 
Mississippi for HIV/AIDS 
program initiatives. Yates 
said these initiatives are a 
worthwhile cause.

“The only thing we can 
do is educate people,” Yates 
said. “We can educate peo-
ple, explain the risks and 
educate people about safe 
sex practices.”

Columns do not represent the offi cial opinions 
of The University of Mississippi or The Daily 
Mississippian unless specifi cally indicated.

The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters 
to the editor. Letters should be e-mailed to 
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and no longer than 300 words. Letters may 
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Sick? Injured?
We’re here to help!

Only your mother could make you 
Feel Better Faster

Open Every Day 
8am-7pm

662.236.2232
1929 University Ave. 

OxfordUrgentClinic.com

Walk-ins Welcome.

Our emergency room trained 
staff is equipped to handle your 

illnesses & injuries.
You only pay a co-pay 

when you visit!

33638

33734

33640

LUNCH SPEC IAL

Four 
Seasons 

As ian  B i s t r o
30113

All lunch specials come with fried rice, egg roll, and daily soup.

All Hibachi lunches come with fried rice, grilled mixed vegetable, 
and daily soup

Chicken $7.95, Beef or Shrimp add $0.75

HIBACHI LUNCH

1. General Tao’s Chicken
2. Sesame Chicken
3. Kung Pao Chicken 
4. Pepper Steak with Onion
5. Sweet & Sour Chicken
6. Broccoli*
7. Thai Basil Style*
8. Szechuan* 

  9. Garlic Sauce*
10. Lemongrass*
11. Green Curry*
12. Red Curry*
13. Pad Thai*
14. Lo Mein*
15.  Mixed Vegetable & 

Tofu* $7.25

• Vegetable
• Tofu
• Chicken 

• Shrimp
• Steak
• Scallops

• Salmon
• Filet Mignon

Buy one meal, get 
the second 50% off

1518 W Jac kson 
662 .380 .5182

Republican party: Not as pro-life as we think

HEALTH
continued from page 1

Reported cases of HIV in Mississippi

509

33
7

Females:
African Americans: 86 cases
White: 16 cases
Hispanic: 4 cases
Other: 2 cases
Unknown: 2 cases
Total Females: 110 cases

Males:
African Americans: 323 cases
Other: 4 cases
Unknown/MR: 3 cases
White: 59 cases
Hispanic: 10 cases
Total Males: 399 cases

Source: Mississippi Department of Health
GRAPHIC BY: MARISA MORRISSETTE
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city for granted.”
Spindler said he believes 

there is a lot of room for Ole 
Miss to grow through public 
forums. He plans to host town 
hall style meetings to increase 
participation and student in-
put.

“We need to understand 
that the Associated Student 
Body is the collective voice 
of this university communi-
ty,” Spindler said. “Each of us 
deserves to have our voices 
heard.”

The presidential candi-
dates were also asked how 
they would have responded to 
ASB’s vote to take down the 
Mississippi State fl ag had they 
been elected president at the 
time.

Spindler said it is import-
ant to be objective to reach 
a decision that is best for the 
campus at large when there is 
a divisive issue to debate.

Hoff man said it takes hav-
ing uncomfortable conver-
sations with people who dis-
agree to make the decision for 
what is best for everyone and 
not just one individual.

Kevin said there was a lot of 
division at the time because a 
lot of people felt their voices 
were not entirely heard. He 
said there needs to be more 
than just the senators’ voices 
weighing in on big decisions.

Vice presidential candidates 
Matt Gladden, Allison Hanby, 
Coco McDonnell and Elam 
Miller all voiced concerns 
about the 13 open seats in 
ASB Senate, which had to be 
fi lled earlier this semester.

Candidates unanimous-
ly suggested reaching out to 
more student leaders within 

colleges to encourage more 
participation in elections.

Judicial chair candidates 
Will Nowell and Bryant Carl-
ton said they would work to-
ward amending the univer-
sity’s two-strike policy to be 
more refl ective of Ole Miss’ 
restorative justice ideals.

Before the candidates began 
debating, all 14 students run-
ning for executive offi  ce held 
the election season’s fi rst of-
fi cial meet and greet with the 
student body.

“We were hoping for at least 
100 people, and that’s a low 
number,” attorney general 
candidate Dillon Pitts said. 
“It’s defi nitely a low student 
turnout.”

Levi Bevis, also running 
for attorney general, said the 
crowd at the meet and greet 
was made up of mostly cam-
paign-affi  liated students. He 
said he would have liked the 
chance to meet more new stu-
dents.

“We want this debate to be 
very open, and want them, the 

students, to be involved in our 
election process,” Bevis said.

For many of the candidates, 
Wednesday’s debate marked 
the fi rst time they spoke di-
rectly with their opponents.

Jordan Coopwood is run-
ning for secretary, along with 
Dylan Wood. Coopwood said 
he had not formally met with 
Wood before the debate, and 
neither of them had been 
given the questions ahead of 
time.

“Any student could submit a 
question for tonight, and then 
the ASB election committee 
selected the ones they’re go-
ing to use,” Coopwood said.

Students submitted ques-
tions for the candidates before 
the debate, which were posed 
by the election commissioner.

During their debate, both 
candidates for secretary ex-
pressed a need to create a 
more transparent and acces-
sible ASB.

Coopwood asked the audi-
ence if anyone present was 
aware of the bills brought be-

fore the ASB Senate just one 
night earlier. Not one audi-
ence member had, and Coop-
wood said he would like to 
change that.

Wood said he would like to 
make ASB senators’ and offi  -
cers’ offi  ce hours public to en-
courage more input from their 
constituents.

Jennie Jesuit is running 
unopposed for ASB treasurer, 
the position in which she cur-
rently serves.  Jesuit delivered 
a minute-long speech in lieu 
of an opponent to debate with 
Wednesday night.

“My freshman year, I didn’t 

know how to get involved with 
funding like that,” Jesuit said. 
“I think I’m behind the scenes 
a lot of the time, and I just 
want to make sure people are 
aware of what it is we do.”

She said this was the fi rst 
ASB debate she has been at 
school for and was excited at 
the chance to show her con-
stituency how the treasury 
works day-to-day.

Kobe Payton, a freshman 
marketing and corporate re-
lations major, said all the de-
baters seemed passionate and 
knew what they were talking 
about.

Payton said being African 
American himself, he imme-
diately noticed there weren’t 
any African-American candi-
dates.

Freshman integrated mar-
keting communications ma-
jor Ellie Greenberger said she 
had watched the campaign 
videos on Facebook, but the 
debate gave her a more com-
plete understanding of each 
candidate.

“I thought it was really neat 
because I could actually see 
who these people are,” Green-
berger said.

Elections will take place on-
line Tuesday. Students who 
are unable to vote electroni-
cally on their MyOleMiss ac-
counts can vote in Minor Hall 
at the ASB offi  ce.

 NEWS

33733

Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am
28748 33738

DEBATE
continued from page 1

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT

Associated Student Body candidates listen to other candidates’ campaign speeches during the offi cer debates in the 
Overby Center. 
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Country music is thriving 
more than ever, and not just 
below the Mason-Dixon Line.

While much of the coun-
try music known and loved by 
many was born in the South, 
one performer is bringing a lit-
tle Michigan flair to the country 
music scene.

Frankie Ballard will be per-
forming tonight at the Lyric 
Theatre in Oxford.

Ballard was named one of the 
Rolling Stones’ Top 25 Artists 
of 2016, and that acclaim has 
been well-earned.

Hailing from Battle Creek, 
Michigan, Ballard spent much 
of his time in college learning 
to write music, performing at 
coffee shops and small venues 
to get his music heard.

With lyrics that incorpo-
rate beautiful storytelling and 
music that seamlessly weaves 
together electric guitar riffs, 
strong bass lines and pound-
ing drum beats, Ballard’s new 
album, “El Rio,” is a shining 
homage to great artists like Bob 
Seger, Bruce Springsteen and 
The Eagles.

“I love music,” Ballard said. 
“I grew up loving music, need-
ing music, counting on music 
for everything in my life. For 
energy, for inspiration, for 
counsel. I fell in love with mu-
sic so much I just had to start 
playing it. It’s really my dream 
to be a musician and to make 
the best music I can make.”

For Ballard, “El Rio” was the 
result of a burst of inspiration 
he and his band found while 
writing in El Paso, Texas, along 
the Rio Grande River.

“We left town, which is 
unique for me,” Ballard said. 
“We went down there to get 
away from the distractions that 
slow us down in the studio. We 
went down to the border for 
10 days and came back with a 
pot of gold. Our ability to focus 
and to live in the music for that 
amount of time and pour every-
thing we had into it allowed us 
to make a better album.”

The inspiration came at the 
perfect time, with Americana 
and country music surging in 
popularity across America.

Ballard said his songs focus 
mostly on telling stories — this 
is where his country and blues 
elements shine.

“I’m a storyteller at the end 
of the day,” Ballard said. “It 
doesn’t have to be my story, 
necessarily. It can be a nar-
rative that I’ve witnessed in 
someone else’s life that’s close 
to me. I could get a song idea 
from something somebody 
says down at the grocery store.”

He said performing in small 
towns like Oxford brings a cer-
tain amount of charm and en-
ergy not found in other, bigger 
cities.

“I love the music fans down 
in the South,” Ballard said. 
“They have such a great appre-

ciation for country music and 
the blues. I love Mississippi, 
too. That state has got soul.”

His favorite part about per-
forming is seeing the way dif-
ferent crowds and cities re-
spond to his music.

Even if you shudder when 
you hear that signature country 
twang come over the speakers 
in your car, Ballard’s music 
brings to life stories and sounds 
that transcend genre lines and 
throw back to a more retro 
country music sound rarely 
seen in the industry today.

You’ll find it hard to keep 
from tapping your foot to songs 
like “L.A. Woman” and “You’ll 
Accomp’ny Me,” which are 
both reminiscent of folk rock 
songs you might hear in a feel-
good ‘80s cult classic like “Cad-
dyshack” or “Footloose.”

Doors will open at 8 p.m., 
and tickets are available online 
or at the door for $18. A $3 fee 
will be collected at the door 

for all attendees under 21. The 
show will start at 9 p.m.

“I’m expecting a lot of college 
fans,” Ballard said. “I’m excit-

ed to do it. Oxford is different 
from any other town, but that’s 
what makes it cool. I hope there 
are some people there that are 

ready to hear some music. If 
they show up, we’re going to 
give them a great time.”

JONATHAN GIBSON
jgibson@go.olemiss.edu

Frankie Ballard plays tonight at The Lyric Oxford

PHOTO COURTESY: FRANKIE BALLARD
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OPEN LATE 

ORDER ONLINE
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

662.236.3030 33
63

6

NOW HIRING 
ALL POSITIONS

LATE NIGHTS PREFERRED
Part-Time/Full-Time

$50SIGNING BONUS
(after 90 days of good performance)

apply in person at the store 1603 W. Jackson Ave

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

scratch area

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

Sudoku #3 Super-Tough Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 2

"M
y w

eight is perfect for m
y height -- w

hich varies"

1 8 5
9 3 4

3 5
6 9

2 8 7
5 7
9 3

4 1 6
5 6 7

SUPER TOUGH

SUDOKU© 
Puzzles by KrazyDad

HOW TO PLAY

Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

AnswersSuper-Tough Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 2
Sudoku #1

648135
135498
9256471

871462
6952718
258394
8169423

762895
927361

729

726

83

395

43

167

57

431

584

Sudoku #2
49561378

792365
25814

15287
537281946
82693
79138
251847
63527419

2

184

3679

9436

7451

4652

963

8

Sudoku #3
724963

857216
4681792
7584123
691354
3412689
2876451
937528

123894

185

934

35

69

287

57

93

416

567

Sudoku #4
86724

593174
7423986
6158234
3846259
4259367
8359671

517428
84195

1395

862

51

97

71

18

42

963

2673

Sudoku #5
8961453
4129357
536921
724631
18756

985142
257684
9127365
3614279

72

68

784

598

4293

637

391

84

58

Sudoku #6
1752438
987564
4369872

92716
8416593
51947
2937685
684197

3584921

69

213

51

3485

72

6328

14

253

76

Sudoku #7
75819324
891256

436578
6872351

94716
145972

534218
475263
31276895

6

347

219

94

5238

386

967

819

4

Sudoku #8
139687
7821534

957321
57681
491732658
31974

345812
5249786

862147

245

69

486

2493

8652

769

13

935
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Last Wednesday, follow-
ing the conclusion of the 
NCAA’s investigation of 
Ole Miss’ football program 
and subsequent amended 
allegations, Athletics Di-
rector Ross Bjork self-im-
posed a one-year bowl ban 
for the Rebels’ 2017 season. 
The amended notice of al-
legations included eight 
additional violations. This 
bumps the total number of 
allegations up to 21 and im-
plicates both current and 
past members of the coach-
ing staff.

Bjork and head coach 
Hugh Freeze have both not-
ed even though at least three 
of the new allegations have 

been supported by signifi-
cant amounts of evidence, 
the charges of lack of insti-
tutional control and failure 
to monitor will be fought. 
This, in turn, means that if 
the university loses its case 
against these two charges, 
the NCAA possesses a much 
greater authority to punish 
the school and increase reg-
ulations. At the university 
level, lack of institutional 
control is perhaps the most 
dreaded of all the NCAA’s 
charges and can lead to va-
cated wins, further bowl 
bans and even further re-
duction of scholarships.

The outlook for Rebels 
fans appears bleak, espe-
cially considering that, even 
if the charges of lack of in-
stitutional control and fail-
ure to monitor are success-
fully defeated, the NCAA 
could still impose further 
bowl bans and scholarship 
reductions on Ole Miss. 
There have been rumblings 
across Oxford, as well as the 
rest of the nation, that per-
haps it would be best for Ole 
Miss to simply cut its losses 
and fire Freeze. Here are a 
few of the pros and cons of 
moving on from Freeze:

PROS

At first glance, it seems 
tempting. A disappointing 
season with a less-than-op-
timistic outlook for next 
year is more than enough 
for fans to cry mutiny. Fir-
ing Freeze, or accepting his 
resignation, would repre-
sent tangible action from 
the university in acknowl-
edgement of the program’s 

Freeze’s future in question after NCAA allegations
COLUMN

ETHAN WRIGHT
thedmsports@gmail.om

FILE PHOTO

SEE FREEZE PAGE 7
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CLASSIFIEDS  
INFORMATION

To place your ad in The Daily 
Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:  
http://www.thedmonline.com/
classifieds.

The DEADLINE to place, correct 
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one 
business day in advance. The Daily 
Mississippian is published Monday 
through Friday when school is in 
session except during the summer 
session which is Thursdays. 

Classified ads must be prepaid. 
All major credit cards accepted. 
No refunds on classified ads once 
published.

RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 

To place your ad online: www.
thedmonline.com/classifieds

The DM reserves the right to refuse 
ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.

201 BISHOP HALL 
662.915.5503

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - �extra $0.50 per word

APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH 
townhouse with W/D included. No 
pets. 1 year lease. Quiet atmosphere. 
Deposit required. Call (662)234-0000 

HOUSE FOR RENT
GREAT HOUSE! 4BR/4.5BA in Mag-
nolia Grove, just off Anderson Rd. 
Lease starts 8/1/17. Come see it to-
day! $2,000/month (662)832-3388 

WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Event week-
ends or any time. Locally owned and 
operated, BBB accredited (662)801-
6692 www.oxfordtownhouse.com 

BUSINESS
TRANSCULTURAL CARE ADHD, 
Anxiety, Bipolar, Depression, Psych 
Evaluation & Medication Management
www.transcultural-care.com Tel: 662-
234-5317 Olamide Alabi, PMHNP-BC 
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struggles and mistakes. Re-
gardless of further punish-
ments, Ole Miss will face a 
rebuilding process over the 
next few years to some ex-
tent, and it seems logical 
to simply start the process 
with a clean slate, a slate 
that doesn’t include Freeze 
or the recruiting baggage – 
whether the allegations are 
true or not – he carries. If 
nothing else, firing Freeze 
as soon as possible would 
give Bjork extra time to 
find Freeze’s inevitable re-
placement. Plus, if the Reb-
els clean house, the NCAA 
could potentially reduce 
any additional penalties it 
plans on imposing.

CONS

Without question, some 
might see firing Freeze 

as an admission of guilt 
from the university. After 
all, why let an innocent 
coach go? Ole Miss would 
be forced to fire Freeze 
“for cause” – that is, for 
reasons other than under-
performance on the field. 
Yet, to the public, it again 
raises the question: Why 
fire Freeze if he didn’t do 
anything wrong? Moreover, 
removing Freeze from his 
position would put the Ole 
Miss coaching staff at a dis-
advantage going into next 
season. Ole Miss is sure-
ly one of the least inviting 
schools for head coaches at 
the moment, and Freeze’s 
successor would be forced 
to face the consequenc-
es of allegations in which 
he was not involved. Matt 
Luke, the Rebels’ offensive 
line coach, would fit the bill 
for an internal hire for the 

short term, and possibly 
through next season but 
probably isn’t a permanent 
solution.

Ole Miss football is stuck 
between a rock and a hard 
place. Firing Freeze may 
help ease further sanc-
tions from the NCAA, but 
there are plenty of reasons 
to keep him on board. Re-
gardless of whatever action 
Bjork and the athletics de-
partment take, the Rebels 
have quite the a tough deci-
sion to make.

FREEZE
continued from page 6

The Daily 
Mississippian 

will continue to 
report on stories 

related to the NCAA 
allegations as they 

develop.

SEE FREEZE PAGE 7



PAGE 8 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 2 MARCH 2017

No. 23 Ole Miss secured 
a 4-3 win in the home open-
er against Louisiana Tech 
Wednesday night to improve 
to 13-2 on the year.

The Rebels got a big boost 
after a seven-inning grid lock 
when transfer pitcher from 
Oklahoma Brittany Finney hit 
a walk-off homer to end the 
game in the eighth. Ole Miss 
led for the majority of the 
game but allowed Louisiana 
Tech to rally in the sixth in-
ning to tie the score at three.

Both teams were hitting 
the ball well throughout the 
game, as Ole Miss racked up 
nine hits and two home runs 
and Louisiana Tech came 
up with eight hits of its own. 
Kaitlin Lee started on the 
mound for the Rebels, giving 
up three earned runs through 
five innings. Alyssa Clayton 
replaced her in the top of the 
sixth and tallied three strike-
outs with no earned runs.

“We knew that we were go-
ing to get a pretty good game 
coming in,” Ole Miss head 
coach Mike Smith said.

This is the first time in 
school history the Rebels 
have broken into each of the 

major national polls, includ-
ing USA Softball and the Na-
tional Fastpitch Coaches As-
sociation.

“I don’t think we had our 
best game today,” Smith said. 
“That’s a good team, probably 
a postseason NCAA team.”

The Rebels faced an ear-
ly 1-0 deficit after the top of 
the first inning but quickly 
evened the game up in the 
bottom of the first after a 
leadoff triple by Elantra Cox, 
who then scored on a wild 
pitch. Cox went 3-4 on the 
day, improving her season av-
erage to .500.

The Rebels took the lead 
in the bottom of the second 
inning as Dylinn Stancil hit 
a sacrifice fly to center field 
to bring in a runner. In the 
bottom of the fourth, Stancil 
cranked a solo home run to 
extend the lead to two, her 
second dinger of the season.

The top of the sixth was a 
long half-inning for the Rebs, 
sacrificing two runs off of wild 
pitches and allowing Louisi-
ana Tech to tie the game up 
at three. The Rebels had run-
ners on second and third in 
the bottom of the seventh but 
could not capitalize on the op-
portunity.

“We kind of let that sixth in-
ning get away from us a little 

bit,” Smith said. “Didn’t make 
some plays. Didn’t pitch real 
well.”

In the bottom of the eighth, 
with two outs and nobody on 
base, Finney crushed a solo 
walk-off home run to send 

Louisiana Tech home with 
the loss. It was her only hit 
of the night, but she made it 
count when it mattered.

“Honestly, it wasn’t one of 
my best days,” Finney said. 
“I had two not-so-great at 

bats leading up to my last at 
bat but the last one definitely 
made up for it.”

The Rebels will face Missis-
sippi Valley State at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday at home.

SPORTS

Lights. Cameras. Reaction. In Dr. Michelle Emanuel’s Cinema 201 iStudy course, 
aspiring filmmakers and movie buffs trace the infancy era of filmmaking—from 
novelty to large-scale entertainment industry.  Get the whole picture, from 
Charlie Chaplain’s Little Tramp to Warner Brothers’ The Jazz Singer to Alfred 
Hitchcock’s Spellbound.

Cinema Survey I: 1880s to 1945 is just one of two classes Dr. Emanuel teaches, 
but there are dozens of self-paced iCourses to choose from. Enroll at any time 
and finish in two months, twelve months, or anywhere in between. Complete 
your classwork at your convenience. iStudy. The credits will be yours.

iStudy
The UM faculty you want. Any time.

olemiss.edu/istudy | istudy@olemiss.edu | (662) 915-7313
33625
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Freshman infielder Dylinn Stancil throws a ball for an out during Ole Miss’ win over  Louisiana Tech University. 
PHOTO BY: TAYLAR TEEL

Walk-off home run leads Rebels to win over LA Tech
JUSTIN DIAL
thedmsports@gmail.com
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