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Brown, Richard C., ed. A History of Accounting and Accountants. 
Edinburgh: Frank Cass and Co., Ltd., 1905.

Covers the history of accounting from ancient systems 
of Babylonia, Egypt and Rome to 1905 , with one chapter on the 
United States. Book concludes with a note on future 
developments.

Carey, John L. The Rise of the Accounting Profession: From 
Technician to Profession, 1896-1936, New York: American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, 1969.
A two-volume work by the former administrative vice 

president of the AICPA covering 1896 to 1969 , this book ’’relates 
the development of the profession to the changing environment.”

Edwards, James D. History of Public Accounting in the United 
States. University of Alabama Press, 1960.
Covers the history of the profession from its antecedents 

in Britain and in the United States from 1748 to the 1950's.

Frey, Ralph W. "Public Accounting Profession: The Impact
External Environmental Factors from 1900-1971." Ph.D. 
dissertation, University of Maryland, 1972.
Traces the political, economic and legal factors, and 

their influence on the profession's development of professional 
guidelines and accounting and auditing standards.

Lubell, Myron S. "Significance of Organizational Conflict 
on the Legislative Evolution of the Accounting Profession 
in the United States." Ph.D. dissertation, University 
of Maryland, 1978.
Reviews the legislative history of the accounting profession 

in the United States from 1896 to 1956 , and covers the conflict 
between the National Society of Public Accountants and the 
American Institute of CPAs through 1976.
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Miranti, Paul J. "From Conflict to Consensus: The American 
Institute of Accountants and the Professionalization of 
Public Accountancy." Ph.D. dissertation, Johns Hopkins 
University, 1985.

Focuses on the American Institute of Accountants and its 
predecessor, the American Association of Public Accountants, 
from 1886 to 1940 , and how the American Institute ultimately 
succeeded in establishing an "effective structure and program 
for ordering activities in the new profession of public 
accountancy."”

Olsen, Wallace E. The Accounting Profession, Years of Trial: 
1969-1980. New York: American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants, 1982.
Covers the major technical and professional developments 

of the 1970’s.

Stevens, Mark. The Accounting Wars. New York: Macmillan, 
1985.
Covers the competitive nature of accounting firms today.

Other Works:
Anyon, James T. "Early Days of American Accounting." Journal 

of Accountancy (January-March 1925).

Chatfield, Michael. A History of Accounting Thought. Hinsdale: 
Dryden Press, 1974.

Littleton, A.C. Accounting Evolution to 1900. New York: 
American Institute Publishing Co., 1933.

May, George O. Twenty-Five Years of Accounting Responsibility 
(1911 to 1936). New York: American Institute Publishing 
Co., 1936.

Previts, Gary J. and Barbara D. Marino, A History of Accounting 
in America: An Historical Interpretation of the Cultural 
Significance of Accounting. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 
1979 .
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