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Top: M.J. Rhett dunks against Brigham Young in the second half of the NCAATournament game Tuesday in Dayton, Ohio. Ole Miss won 94-90 to advance. Bottom left: People celebrate
St. Patricks Day and cheer for the Rebels' comeback win against BYU at Locals Tuesday. Bottom right: People watch the game against BYU and drink a Grove Punch to celebrate St.

Patrick's day at Funky's Tuesday.

BROWNING STUBBS
bbstubbs@go.olemiss.edu

DAYTON, Ohio — In an ab-
solute classic, the Ole Miss
men’s basketball team erased
a 17-point halftime deficit to
knock off Brigham Young Uni-
versity 94-90 in the First Four of
the NCAA Tournament in Day-
ton, Ohio.

“Welcome to March Mad-
ness,” Ole Miss head coach Andy
Kennedy said.

Ole Miss trailed 49-32 at the

end of the first half and out-
scored BYU 62-41 in the sec-
ond half to advance Ole Miss to
the second round of the NCAA
Tournament.

“We know we were losing at
halftime and all we wanted to do
was battle,” Kennedy said. “We
are a good basketball team. If
we weren’t, we wouldn’t be here.
Let’s play like it.”

The hero of the night on of-
fense was junior guard Stefan
Moody, who scored an Ole Miss

NCAA Tournament record 26
points on 10-0f-18 shooting,
including 5-of-9 from three.
Moody snapped out of a recent
five game stretch where he shot
just 26 percent from the floor.

“It felt great,” Moody said. “I
was just trying to make plays.
Coach challenged us to make
plays and come back in the sec-
ond half. Those are some of the
big shots you have to make.”

On the other end of the floor,
senior forward M.J. Rhett an-

chored a ferocious defense in the
second half as he finished with
a career-high three blocks and
scored a career-high 20 points
on 9-of-11 shooting from the
field in the game. Rhett certainly
lived up to the pressure of play-
ing in the Big Dance.

“We belong here,” Rhett said.
“I feel like we belong here. We
wanted to make a run and just
keep going.”

After allowing ten 3-pointers

SEE MADNESS PAGE 12

ASB
Proposes
new bills

ISABELLA CARUSO

igcaruso@go.olemiss.edu

Attorney General Kelly Sav-
age proposed a new bill at Tues-
day’s Associated Student Body
committee meeting that would
allow students to distribute
promotional items without pen-
alty during campaigns.

The proposed legislation will
permit candidates and cam-
paigners to give away free items
such as pencils, koozies or plas-
tic cups as long as each item is
under the value of $1 per unit.
The cost of the items must also
be reported in the candidates’
expense voucher.

“I've authored this bill to fix
the code as it stands, which will
allow free giveaways — which
was going on anyway with the
stickers, baseball schedules
etc. — to avoid violations on this
matter in the future,” Savage
explained. “We used the last
two elections as a trial period
and experienced no issues.”

Savage’s proposal was met
with opposition from some
members of the senate who
said candidates should be able
to spend their budgeted money
however he or she desires.

“I agree that it should be kept
in control,” Parliamentarian
Jake Loyer said. “That’s some-
thing we should strive for.”

Loyer and ASB Vice Presi-
dent-Elect John Brahan intro-
duced an additional bill at the
committee meeting to create a
chaplain position for the senate.

Loyer said the word “chap-
lain” was originally based in re-
ligious context but is now used
all over the world in reference
to somebody who gives invoca-
tion.

The chaplain would not be as-
sociated with any one religion
but would rather facilitate order
reverence and reflection at the
start of each senate meeting.

“I'm really excited to see this
come to the senate floor next
week,” Sen. Emma Jennings
said. “I think having a chaplain
would help us remember why
we’re here and the importance
of the things we are doing.”

Both bills will be voted on
next week in formal senate.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Pornography: The ShamWow of 1ssues

BRANDON LYNAM

bclynam@go.olemiss.edu

Recently I've noticed a bi-
zarre chain of attacks on por-
nography, but I'm not too con-
vinced by them. Although the
attacks relate porn to all dif-
ferent kinds of problems with
society, from marriage rates
to gender equality, flawed rea-
soning that results in mislead-
ing conclusions is a ubiquitous
feature throughout all of them.
As for “Porn and the degrada-
tion of women,” a recent DM
Online column written on the
topic by Alexis Smith, it suc-
ceeds in addressing serious
problems involving both wom-
en and pornography, but it
fails in providing a convincing
argument that pornography is
guilty in actually being a major
cause in problems involving
women. By overstating soci-
ety’s negative attitude towards
women, Smith relies on incit-
ing emotional reactions rather
than making an actual case for
her argument.

Beginning the column with
an anecdote, Smith makes

quite a shaky initial connection
between pornography and the
degradation of women. Long
story short, she was called a
bitch. Although her story ab-
solutely indicates an issue that
deserves attention, she relates
herincident to rape culture and
sexual harassment, then con-
necting that association to the
assertion that men think that
women exist only for man’s
pleasure, randomly claiming
that pornography is to blame
for instilling that mindset in
men. I have no qualms with the
claim that some men think that
women exist only for man’s
pleasure — the issue is that she
arbitrarily claims that pornog-
raphy is somehow to blame for
it.

First of all, pornography
has actually been linked to a
decline in rape rather than
an increase in rape: Accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of
Justice, since 1990, there has
been an 85 percent reduction
in sexual violence; this decline
was so drastic that it led one
researcher, Anthony D’Ama-
to, to write a paper on the re-

lation between pornography
and rape entitled “Porn Up,
Rape Down.” So, from the per-
spective of the rates of sexual
assault, pornography is not to
blame for some men believing
that women are just objects for
their pleasure. Continuing on
from that initial faulty premise,
Smith then references the age
at which males begin watching
pornography, embarking on an
argument that should seem all
too familiar if you've followed
one hot-button issue in partic-
ular — violent video games.

In this second half of the
column, the basis for Smith’s
argument is that males are
exposed to pornography at a
young age, leading to an in-
doctrination of the idea that
women should be objects. This
argument seems reasonable
enough — which is why it’s the
exact argument made in ob-
jection to adolescents playing
violent video games — right?
Kids are impressionable; their
minds are malleable. Yet, re-
search has shown time and
time again that violent video
games actually have no long-

term impression on violent ten-
dencies in children, one study
stating: “The effect of violent
video games on public safety
does not appear to be equiv-
alent to the effect of smoking
on lung cancer. Although vid-
eo games might ‘affect people,’
it is unlikely they are a bigger
problem than guns.” Just like
pornography and rate of rape,
violent crime and rate of sale
of violent video games has also
shown a negative correlation.
I'm sure at least one person
is wondering how exactly stud-
ies with violent video games re-
late to watching pornography.
It’s true that video games and
pornography are not two of the
same, but that isn’t the point —
the focal point when relating
these two studies is that the
methodology and reasoning
behind the two arguments are
extremely similar. Before re-
search emerged to prove other-
wise, the primary concern with
children playing violent video
games was that they can’t dis-
tinguish the real world from

SEE PORN PAGE 3
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the game world. In an iden-
tical manner, Smith claims
that boys are unaware that
the adult video world differs
from the real world. Following
a rant aimed at various issues
within the pornography indus-
try itself, she states that “every
single time you type ‘non-con-
sensual porn’ into your Google
Chrome incognito window, you
are allowing your brain to be-
come further influenced by the
belief that slipping a date rape
drug into a girl’s drink at the
bar is okay.” This is the exact
line of reasoning held by ad-
vocates against video game vi-
olence, and it also happens to
be the exact claim that is not
reciprocated by the results of
scientific studies.

Admittedly, a much better
alternative to using statistics
of violent video games would
be using statistics involving
the relationship between por-
nography and the devaluation
of women, but such statistics
don’t exist. Regardless, the
central theme is the same:
Children (and adults) are ca-
pable of differentiating the
real world from virtual reality.
An adolescent playing Grand
Theft Auto won’t increase the
likelihood of him or her going
out and committing assault or
any other violent crime. In the
same vein, the arbitrary claim
that the degradation of women
is a result of porn consumption
is not only totally unsupport-
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ed, but it’s even disproven by
closely related cases.

Rather than presenting fac-
tual evidence, Smith instead
abuses emotional rhetoric in
order to persuade rather than
to prove. In most cases, Smith
makes statements with the
goal of shocking the reader, for
example, “Remember that the
woman tied up, gagged and be-
ing called ‘daddy’s nasty slut’
on your computer may not be
able to even speak English, or
may go home with a bloody
vagina and bruises all over her
body” or “Many women expe-
rience anal prolapses, where
their anuses literally come out
of their bodies because they are
‘ridden too hard.” In both of
these instances, Smith attacks
the porn industry itself and
makes it abundantly clear how
badly the porn industry needs
reformation (or at least regula-
tion of some sort), but neither
of these statements contribute
to the claim that pornography
is actually causing men to treat
women as inferior in daily life.
Pornography covers a massive
range of subject matter, and
although a portion of it is in-
credibly disgusting, there’s no
evidence that pornography of
any type actually affects the
male psyche.

Now I want to discuss the ac-
tual state of affairs. I applaud
Smith for bringing issues such
as sexual harassment and gen-
der inequality to light because,
as someone who was also born
and raised in the South, I too
have regularly witnessed in-
stances of men treating wom-
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en unequally. That being said,
blaming pornography is a
misguided effort. It just isn’t
based on evidence. The con-
cept of female inferiority has
been present in cultures across
the entire world since the be-
ginning of recorded history.
Chinese men bound women’s
feet because women were seen
as nothing more than pret-
ty-looking objects. American
women couldn’t vote until
1920. Hell, arranged marriag-
es still happen today. Clearly,
the concept of gender equality
is incredibly fresh and it’s still
a work in progress. Thousands
of years of tradition cannot be
totally overridden in less than a
century, and certainly not in an
area like the South, where tra-
dition has historically trumped
rational thought. Topics like
slavery and evolution come to
mind.

So yes, gender equality is far
from fully accomplished at Ole
Miss. That being said, the idea
that pornography is the reason
for a lack of gender equality
just doesn’t have a defendable

case. The pornography indus-
try undoubtedly has issues it
needs to address, but if men
are being brainwashed into be-
lieving that women are inferi-
or, it’s the effect of a backwards
culture, not of pornography
consumption. Furthermore, to
assume that all men consume
“non-consensual porn” (which,
by the way, is quite a mislead-
ing phrase, since it apparently
refers to “revenge porn,” e.g.
photographs distributed by an
ex, much more often than it re-
fers to porn in which one party
does not consent to the act it-
self, according to sources such
as a recent bill passed in Flor-
ida) is far beyond what could
be considered reasonable, and
it creates an argument more
focused on shaming pornog-
raphy-watchers rather than
exploring the actual causes of
lingering gender inequality.
As gender equality has made
more and more advances in
American society, with equal-
ity in pay rising from 62 per-
cent in 1979 to 81 percent in
2010 and with employed wom-
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en attaining average levels of
education surpassing that of
employed men, pornography
has remained a consistent part
of young males’ lives — reports
from the mid-80s show boys
aged 12-17 were the largest
consumers of pornography.
The pornography industry it-
self continues to raise moral
questions, but the claim that
it has a measurable effect on
the way men view women is
simply not a claim that can be
made based on the available
evidence. Until such evidence
surfaces, situations such as the
one that Smith experienced
are much better used as tools
for examining the underlying
issues behind gender inequal-
ity, such as ingrained cultural
beliefs, rather than as an ex-
cuse to chase after a red her-
ring with neither statistical nor
historical backing.

Brandon is a sophomore
international studies major
from Knoxuville, Tennessee.
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ANNA MCCOLLUM

aemccoll@go.olemiss.edu

The number of pharmacy
schools across the U.S. has grown
from 72 in 1987 to over 130 today.
This growth means a changing job
market for many pharmacy stu-
dents, but The University of Mis-
sissippi School of Pharmacy has
yet to be affected.

Stephanie Sollis, a second year
student in the professional pro-
gram and pharmacy student body
president-elect, has seen an in-
crease in enrollment.

“I know that some of our previ-
ous classes had anywhere from 40
to 60 students,” Sollis said. “Over
the last three years, our classes
have increased in size to about 90,
120 and 150, respectively.”

According to a 2010 discussion
paper prepared by the American
Pharmacists Association and the
American Society of Health-Sys-
tem Pharmacists, the increased
number of schools was due to a
shortage of pharmacists, but this
issue seems to be going in the re-
verse. The paper, titled “Concerns
about the Accelerating Expansion
of Pharmacy Education: Time for
Reconsideration,” explained that
“the shortage is rapidly abating,
and in fact, the profession is likely
entering a period of surplus.”

While this issue has far-reach-
ing effects, Dr. David Gregory,
School of Pharmacy associate
dean for academic affairs, has yet
to observe any at The University
of Mississippi.

“So far, the growth of pharmacy
schools has not had a detectable
impact at the UMSOP, although
this is an issue which we are very
aware of and consistently follow,”
Gregory said. “The job placement
rate continues to be high with all

e R SEARGH=ENSTEE R

PHARMAC

The pharmacy school is seen at the University of Mississippi Tuesday, March 17, 2015.

graduates generally finding jobs
within 30 to 60 days of gradua-
tion.”

Sollis believes this is the main
reason enrollment at The Univer-
sity of Mississippi School of Phar-
macy continues to grown despite
the influx of pharmacy schools.

“I think that the growth is be-
cause of the high rankings of the
pharmacy school (in multiple ar-
eas) on a national level, fantastic
faculty and staff, great recruit-
ment efforts and dedicated stu-
dents,” Sollis said.
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Such students, like Christian
Robinson from Stone Mountain,
Georgia, have no concern about
the changing job market.

“There are tons of different ca-
reer routes that a pharmacist can
take such as retail, nuclear phar-
macy, pediatric pharmacy, etc.,”
said Robinson, a first year phar-
macy student. “So, there are still
plenty of job opportunities out
there for graduating pharmacists,
and I believe that will continue to
grow.”

Gregory also believes the job

FASER HAI
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possibilities will continue to grow
in the future despite the possibili-
ty of a surplus in pharmacists.
“The changing responsibilities
of the pharmacists continues to
create new jobs for the healthcare
marketplace, and this is an excit-
ing time for pharmacists to enter
the profession,” Gregory said.
New jobs will be necessary to
accommodate what the American
Pharmacists Association and the
American Society of Health-Sys-
tem Pharmacists’s 2010 discus-
sion paper projects to be 12,000
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pharmacy school graduates in the
year 2030. However, Gregory be-
lieves this will not dilute the qual-
ity of jobs received by Ole Miss
School of Pharmacy graduates.

“An encouraging fact is that
pharmacists at the UMSOP are
being trained in an advanced
manner to be pharmacy providers
and accountable for medication
care,” Gregory said. “This training
will allow them to practice at the
‘top of their licensure’ and obvi-
ously, prepares them for the best
jobs in the market.”

PREVIOUS
sales or retail
experience
preferred.

Stop by 201 Bishop Hall to pick up an application and job description or go to theDMonline.com and click on

apply to download. Applications can be dropped off or sent to dmads@olemiss.edu.
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W. Ralph Eubanks: pre-med student turned publisher

MARY VIRGINIA PORTERA

mvporter@olemiss.edu

W. Ralph Eubanks, Ole Miss
alumnus, exemplifies the suc-
cess one can achieve with a
liberal arts education from The
University of Mississippi.

Eubanks is originally from
Mount Olive, Mississippi, a
small town about 50 miles
south of Jackson. Although he
came from a small town, his
worldview and curiosity were
not limited during his adoles-
cence.

“I have always been a reader.
As a little boy, I made up my
own books and magazines,” Eu-
banks said.

When asked if a career in
writing and editing has been a
life goal, Eubanks said he orig-
inally he came to The Universi-
ty of Mississippi on a pre-med
track but shifted interests after
taking an English literature
class his sophomore year that
pushed him to explore his true
academic interests.

“A lot of the people who
shaped my undergraduate ex-
perience were in the English
department,” Eubanks said.

Eubanks went on to major in
psychology but used his back-
ground in English to explore
the “interesting intersection
between literature and psychol-
ogy,” delving deeper into the
subject during his postgradu-
ate career at the University of
Michigan.

After Eubanks finished his
master’s degree, he went on
to pursue a career in publish-
ing. A few of his most notable
positions were director of pub-
lishing for the American Psy-
chological Association for five
years as well as the Library of
Congress director of publishing
for 18 years. He then went on to
be the editor of Virginia Quar-

terly Review for almost two
years, where he led the publi-
cation to four nominations for
the National Magazine Award,
which is analogous to the Pulit-
zer Prize, but for magazines.

While at the Library of Con-
gress, Eubanks developed
books about the collection of
the library. As director of pub-
lishing both at the Library of
Congress and at the Amer-
ican Psychological Associa-
tion, Eubanks found satisfac-
tion in producing books for a
general audience, rather than
simply chronicling the over
140,000,000 items that the Li-
brary of Congress holds.

In fact, bridging the gap be-
tween high culture and popular
culture seems to be a theme for
Eubanks.

“I wanted to change the de-
mographics of the magazine and
publish things that high-mind-

-
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ed people might want to read
but also things that younger
people want to read,” Eubanks
said about working at Virginia
Quarterly Review. “I wanted to
take literature out of the muse-
um and put it out into the world
of culture and ideas.”

During his time at the re-
view, Eubanks published six
issues as editor. The most re-
cent issue was particularly in-
triguing to Eubanks, as it was
an issue about “food in our
time” and was inspired by the
Southern Foodways Alliance.
The issue included ideas about
“how much one can talk about
ideas using food as a launching
point.”

Eubanks said that, as an edi-
tor, he finds much “satisfaction
in helping a writer shape an ar-
ticle or take it from an idea to
something that is finished.”

Eubanks also stressed the im-

portance of the liberal arts char-
acteristics of his undergraduate
career at the university.

“My experience at Ole Miss
made me a great believer in
the value of a sound liberal arts
education based in the human-
ities,” Eubanks said. “At Ole
Miss, I learned to think crit-
ically and to be intellectually
curious. Critical thinking and
curiosity and openness to ideas
are critical to being successful,
I think. And without my very
broad liberal arts education,
I don’t know if I would have
gained those skills and had the
varied and interesting career I
have had.”

Beth Ann Fennelly, a writer
and professor in the English de-
partment, commented on what
she admires about Eubanks’s
work as an editor and writer.

“I admire the way Ralph tack-
les the big subjects head on,
yet never simplifies. He tackles
wide-ranging issues,” Fennelly
said. “I think his biggest contri-
bution is his writing about race
in the South, a topic he inves-
tigates with great insight, alive
to the nuances of history. He
is able to infuse his prose with
personal commentary and wise
reflection, so one comes away
with the feeling of having read
balanced and agile prose.”

Fennelly also went on to com-
ment on the value of having
such an outstanding alumnus
represent our university.

“I think Ralph would have
made a success of himself no
matter where he earned his
B.A., but this modesty of his is
quite typical. That being said,
we are proud to tell ourselves
we played some small part in
the forming of such a major
American writer and thinker,”
Fennelly said. “And it’s true,
of course, that creative writing
has a long and storied tradition

here at UM, where we believe
in the power of narrative and
strive to give students the skills
to craft their own.”

Furthermore, Sidney Lamp-
ton, a current junior English
and political science major,
added how she felt about know-
ing that the university has such
a distinguished and successful
alumnus.

“Ole Miss equips students
within the liberal arts program
with the ability necessary to
think critically and scrutinize
the world with an innate cu-
riosity that leads to success in
the work force,” Lampton said.
“W. Ralph Eubanks is an inspi-
ration that proves an educa-
tion focused on humanities can
evolve into a remarkable and
lucrative career.”

These days, Eubanks is in
a “rather liberating” place as
he contemplates plans for the
future of his career. He has
thought about working as a
Washington-based editor for
some publishing houses as well
as researching more effective
long-term strategies for fund-
ing and raising editorial profile
at university quarterly maga-
zines like Virginia Quarterly
Review.

What really ties Eubanks’s
interests together is the desire
to “promote and give a high-
er profile to literature and the
arts.” As Eubanks is interested
in helping give writers a voice
as an editor, he enjoys “sitting
with someone, telling them an
idea and shaping it into some-
thing that will actually work.”

For him, this process is very
special and very unique to the
arts, and he said he would be
“thrilled” if he could see the arts
rise to a higher prominence in
this country and would be hon-
ored to help with that process
in any way he could.

Wal
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Basketball courts
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Private bath for each resident
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$1000 VIEW

I

Fill your cottage and you could be $1000 richer. Just sign all
your leases before March 20" and you could be the lucky
winner and relaxing in true Retreat style.

Hurry, someone else could win your money!
RetreatAtOxford.com

Certain restrictions apply, offer ends 3/20/15. Contact sales associate for full rules and details.

2405 Anderson Road | Oxford, MS 38655 | 662.550.2003
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Book Review: ‘The Buried Giant’

ALEX MARTIN

amartin?195@gmail.com

University of Mississippi Pro-
fessor Joe Atkins will be at Square
Books at 5 p.m. today to sign his
first published fictional work, “Ca-
sey’s Last Chance.”

“I've been a journalist all my
life, but, like many journalists, I've
had an unpublished novel in the
bottom drawer,” Atkins said.

That novel has left the bottom
drawer, however, and is now on
the shelves. “Casey’s Last Chance”
is a dark suspense that takes place
in the South during the 60s.

“It starts in Memphis, and
youre following this character
through Mississippi and through
the Deep South up to North Car-
olina,” Atkins said. “It has a social
statement about the South and the
people who control the South.”

Though the idea for the novel
originated nearly 10 years ago,
Atkins said the majority of the
work was done in the last three
years. Instead of outsourcing, he
employed local graphic artist Eric
Summers to create a suspenseful,
pulp-era cover that matches the
book’s theme.

Although this is Atkins’ first
fiction piece, it is certainly not
his first publication. After a long
career as a journalist, Atkins con-
tinued to write when he came to
the university as a journalism pro-
fessor in 1990. During that time,
he has published two nonfiction
books and finished one fiction
manuscript while contributing to
surrounding publications.

“I've published three books, and
each one was about ten years (to
write),” Atkins said. “They each
took a long time, and I'm proud of
each one of them.”

Curtis Wilkie, author of four
nonfiction books and journalism
professor, said the novel was a
quick, hardboiled read and just
the kind he likes.

Wilkie compared “Casey’s Last
Chance” to the writing styles of
acclaimed suspense novelist Greg
Isles and said Atkins “establishes
for himself a place in the top ranks
of southern gothic storytellers.”

Wilkie said Atkins made a
smooth transition from nonfic-

tion to fiction, something that isn’t
easy to do.

“Iwouldn’t dare (write fiction),”
Wilkie said. “There have been
some good journalists who've
written fiction, but not too many.”

This transition wasn’t easy,
however, Atkins said.

“Each transition is somewhat
challenging, but, going to fiction,
you make all the decisions,” At-
kins said. “You have so many op-
tions and decisions to make for
someone who’s been a nonfiction
writer for a long time.”

Atkins said the quick turn-
arounds in journalism were vast-
ly contrasted by the long hours
spent on novels.

“You have to get in the habit of
writing every day,” Atkins said.
“You just have to stick with it.
You're always honing your craft.”

Atkins said his previous, un-
published novella, “Crossed
Roads,” which was a finalist in the
Pirate’s Alley Faulkner Awards in
New Orleans, was good practice
for “Casey’s Last Chance.” He said
it taught him a lot about keeping
the structure and organization of
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a fiction novel.
Now that “Casey’s Last Chance”
is published, Atkins said he plans
to go back and rework some of
“Crossed Roads” with more expe-
rience under his writer’s belt.

Atkins is also currently working
as an editor and contributor to a
collection of essays.

“It’s called ‘Strangers Among
Us.” That’s the tentative title,”
Atkins said. “That manu-
script is supposed to be PN~
done by the end of the =3
year.”

As a professor, au-
thor, editor, jour-
nalist and father,
Atkins has a busy
daily schedule.
One thing Atkins
said writing “Ca-
sey’s Last Chance” has
taught him is how to over-

come that. %
“In fiction, there’s a ton of re-

jection before acceptance comes,”
Atkins said. “So you've got to have
perseverance to say, T'm going to
stick with it even if I never get ac-
cepted.”

- %
S

é(/}é'

Appiication
deadiine Is
Aprii 61

For information about Study USA cr the application process, contact Study USA Program Coordinator,
Kristina Phillips at (662) 915-2746 or knp@olemiss.edu

Visit us on the web: www.olemiss.edu/study usa

OLE MISS STUDENT ALUMNI COUNCIL
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING?

leadership ¢ networking ¢ programming ¢ & more

Join us for an optional Information Meeting
March 19th @ 5:30 |

Triplett Alumni Center-Butler Auditorium!

Pick up an application TODAY at the Triplett Alumni Center
For more information, please call 662-915-7375.
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UM professor signs first full-length fiction novel tonight

CLARATURNAGE

Scturnal@go.olemiss.edu

University of Mississippi
Professor Joe Atkins will be
at Square Books at 5 p.m. to-
day to sign his first published
fictional work, “Casey’s Last
Chance.”

“I've been a journalist all my
life, but, like many journalists,
I've had an unpublished novel
in the bottom drawer,” Atkins
said.

That novel has left the bot-
tom drawer, however, and is
now on the shelves. “Casey’s
Last Chance” is a dark sus-
pense that takes place in the
South during the 60s.

“It starts in Memphis, and
you're following this charac-
ter through Mississippi and
through the Deep South up
to North Carolina,” Atkins
said. “It has a social statement
about the South and the peo-
ple who control the South.”

Though the idea for the nov-
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el originated nearly 10 years
ago, Atkins said the major-
ity of the work was done in
the last three years. Instead
of outsourcing, he employed
local graphic artist Eric Sum-
mers to create a suspenseful,
pulp-era cover that matches
the book’s theme.

Although this is Atkins’ first
fiction piece, it is certainly not
his first publication. After a
long career as a journalist, At-
kins continued to write when
he came to the university as a
journalism professor in 1990.
During that time, he has pub-
lished two nonfiction books
and finished one fiction man-
uscript while contributing to
surrounding publications.

“I've published three books,
and each one was about ten
years (to write),” Atkins said.
“They each took a long time,
and I’'m proud of each one of
them.”

Curtis Wilkie, author of four
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He was hired to take her life.
Now he's got to fight for his own,

CASEY'S LAST CHAN -*E

nonfiction books and journal-
ism professor, said the novel
was a quick, hardboiled read
and just the kind he likes.

Wilkie compared “Casey’s
Last Chance” to the writing
styles of acclaimed suspense
novelist Greg Isles and said
Atkins “establishes for him-
self a place in the top ranks of
southern gothic storytellers.”

Wilkie said Atkins made a
smooth transition from non-
fiction to fiction, something
that isn’t easy to do.

“I wouldn’t dare (write fic-

COURTESY: AMAZON.COM

tion),” Wilkie said. “There
have been some good journal-
ists who’ve written fiction, but
not too many.”

This transition wasn’t easy,
however, Atkins said.

“Each transition is some-
what challenging, but, going to
fiction, you make all the deci-
sions,” Atkins said. “You have
so many options and decisions
to make for someone who’s
been a nonfiction writer for a
long time.”

Atkins said the quick turn-
arounds in journalism were

vastly contrasted by the long
hours spent on novels.

“You have to get in the habit
of writing every day,” Atkins
said. “You just have to stick
with it. You’re always honing
your craft.”

Atkins said his previous, un-
published novella, “Crossed
Roads,” which was a finalist
in the Pirate’s Alley Faulkner
Awards in New Orleans, was
good practice for “Casey’s Last
Chance.” He said it taught him
a lot about keeping the struc-
ture and organization of a fic-
tion novel.

Now that “Casey’s Last
Chance” is published, At-
kins said he plans to go back
and rework some of “Crossed
Roads” with more experience
under his writer’s belt.

Atkins is also currently
working as an editor and con-
tributor to a collection of es-
says.

“It’s called ‘Strangers Among
Us.” That’s the tentative title,”
Atkins said. “That manuscript
is supposed to be done by the
end of the year.”

As a professor, author, edi-
tor, journalist and father, At-
kins has a busy daily schedule.
One thing Atkins said writing
“Casey’s Last Chance” has
taught him is how to overcome
that.

“In fiction, there’s a ton of
rejection before acceptance
comes,” Atkins said. “So you've
got to have perseverance to
say, ‘I'm going to stick with it
even if I never get accepted.”
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DYLAN RUBINO

thedmsports@gmail.com

After being on the road for
five straight games, the Di-
amond Rebels (10-9) return
home for a six-game home-
stand beginning today at 3
p.m. against Arkansas Pine-
Bluff (6-8).

The Rebels come into the
homestand going 2-3 in their
road contests last week, win-
ning one game each against
No. 8 Louisville and No. 1
LSU.

So far in the season, Ole
Miss has played eight games
against top-15 teams, holding
a 3-5 record in those games.
This game against Arkansas
Pine-Bluff is the only matchup
in the last nine games that the
Rebels are not playing against
a team ranked in the top 10 in
the country. The game today
will be one of seven match-
ups against a team from the
state of Arkansas this season.

Sophomore left-hander
Evan Anderson is expected to
take the mound for the Reb-
els. This will be the fourth-
straight week he makes a mid-
week start. Anderson holds a
1-2 record on the season with
a 7.00 ERA. In his one win
this season, Anderson gave up

TODAY
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Diamond Rebels return home to face Arkansas Pine-Blu
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Mississippi pitcher Evan Anderson prepares to pitch earlier this season.

just one run on two hits over
five innings against Arkansas
State. Anderson started in a
matchup against Arkansas
Pine-Bluff last season, where
he picked up the win.

BASEBALL
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Senior first baseman Sikes
Orvis lit it up against LSU
over the weekend. Orvis came
through in the clutch in the
14-inning win on Saturday
with the game-winning RBI

ot MIN. o
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double to take the victory 5-3.
In the win, Orvis had three of
the seven hits for the team.
On Sunday, Orvis launched a
three-run homer that traveled
over 430 feet that cleared the
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wall in right field at Alex Box
Stadium. Orvis will need to
continue to produce like he
has recently in order for the
Rebels to succeed today and
against Florida this weekend.
Arkansas Pine-Bluff enters
the matchup against Ole Miss
with a 6-8 overall record af-
ter they split a pair against
Southern over the weekend.
Earlier in the season, Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Pine Bluff
defeated Mississippi State 3-2
and gave Mississippi State
their first loss of the season.
University of Arkansas at
Pine Bluff’s Golden Lions are
led by junior do-it-all player
Andrew Davis. Davis hits a
team-best .333 from the plate
and holds a 1.69 ERA with a
6-6 record as a left-hander.
Davis leads the Golden Lions
in almost every statistical cat-
egory in hitting. Davis also
was the starting pitcher in the
win over Mississippi State.
Ole Miss and University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff are set
to face off for the fifth time in
the history of both programs.
The Rebels look to pick up a
key midweek win going into
a big SEC home series this
weekend against Florida.
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Rebels open WNIT against UT Martin at home tonight

JIMMY ANDERSON

jbander2@go.olemiss.edu

Head coach Matt Insell and
the Rebels found out Monday
night they would be playing
postseason basketball in the
WNIT. Insell helped the Reb-
els cap off a remarkable sea-
son with a team that hasn’t
qualified for postseason play
since the 2009-2010 season.

“This team is very deserving
of the opportunity to play in
the postseason,” Insell said.
“They have done all that we
have asked of them this sea-
son and have worked hard to
get to this point. We are look-
ing forward to getting back on
the court for our first round
game against UT Martin on
Wednesday.”

Members of the Ohio Val-
ley Conference, the Skyhawks
don’t particularly play against
the greatest competition, but
they did go 16-0 in conference
play, which is always impres-
sive. They come into WNIT
play with a 22-10 overall re-
cord as well.

“UT Martin is a very good
team that went through their
conference undefeated. That’s
a hard thing to do in any con-
ference,” Insell said. “I have
a lot of respect for them and
know it will be a tough task
for us. This time of year, you
have to bring your A game to
be successful, and that is what
I will expect from our team on
Wednesday night. We need a
great crowd at the Tad Pad,
and I can’t wait for our team

to get back on the floor to play
in our first postseason since
2010.”

The Skyhawks are led in
scoring by sophomore forward
Aisha Jones, who averages
23.6 points per game— fourth
in the nation. Sophomore
guard Jessy Ward comes in
averaging 11 points per game,
and sophomore forward Tiara
Caldwell averages 8.7 points
per game and is the leading
rebounder at 7.5 per game.

As a team, they score 72.7
points per game and give up
64.5 points per game on the
defensive end.

Ole Miss hasn’t played a dy-
namic individual scorer like
this since they played Mis-
sissippi State and freshman
forward Victoria Vivians; the
Rebels shut her down in the
first matchup this season on
Jan. 22.

Senior forward Tia Faleru
will have all she can handle
down low when battling Aisha
Jones. Those two will be a fun
matchup to watch and could
determine which team ends
up winning this game.

The Rebels are at their best
when they don’t settle for out-
side looks and feed the paint
to Faleru or when sophomore
guard Erika Sisk and fresh-
man guard A’Queen Hayes get
penetration into the paint and
score.

In their losses, Faleru dis-
appears, and they aren’t ag-
gressive getting into the lane
which ends up with them

shooting outside shots. That’s
not the team the Rebels are
used to being. Junior guard
Gracie Frizzel will have to get
going from the outside. She is
the best from three at 37 per-
cent.

“We're very excited to still
be playing,” Faleru said on
playing in the WNIT. “This is
as late as any of us have played
in our career here at Ole Miss,
and we’re ready to get back
on the court. We are focused
on taking this postseason one
game at a time, and first up is
UT Martin on Wednesday.”

For Ole Miss to advance, se-
nior forward Danielle McCray
has to continue to step up. She
gives them another viable big
man down low who can score
and can take the pressure off
of Faleru sometimes.

We will see how the Reb-
els handle postseason play
for the first time in five years
with nobody on the active ros-
ter who was involved in post-
season play. Can Matt Insell
and his team continue their
successful season? We will
find out at 7 p.m. tonight at
the Tad Pad.
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Tia Faleru shoots the ball in a game earlier this season.
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CONDO FOR SALE

APARTMENT FOR RENT

HIGH POINTE CONDO for sale or
lease: spacious 3 bedroom/3 bathroom
condo, great location, gated community,
pool access. Six month/one year lease:
$1650/month. To buy: $135,000.00
Contact Samantha at samantha@rebel-
rags.net or by phone: (662)404-1312

LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH town-
house with W/D included. No pets. 1
Year lease. Quiet. $500 security depos-
it. Call (662)234-0000

NEWSWe e
S p.m.

Monday: throughi Friday
Channel 99

MOLLY BARR TRAILS now leasing
for fall. Spacious 2BR/2BA with all ap-
pliances, W/ D, fitness room and swim-
ming pool. $575 per person includes
cable, internet, water, sewer services.
Walking distance to campus! (662)816-
8800 www.mollybarrtrails.com

1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH apartment
across from The Hub. All appliances
included. $595/ month. Available now.
(662)607-2400

THE PARK AT OXFORD now leasing.
2BR/1BA condo with all appliances, W/
D, pool, fitness room. $900 per month
including cable, internet, water, sewer
services ($450 per person) (662)816-
4293 www.theparkatoxford.com

HOUSE FOR RENT

3BEDROOMS NOW
LEASING!

Saddle Creek/ Shiloh/ Willow Oaks/
Davis Springs $1200mo/ $400pp. Pet
Friendly, New Paint/ trim/ carpet-1/4
mile to Campus/ Pics/ FriendUs @face-
book.com/ oxford.rentals1 (662)278-
0774

FOR RENT: JUNE 1ST ideal for serious
graduate or law student. 1-bedroom ka-
trina cottage, also 3-bedroom house on
same lot. (662)234-6736

NEWS

WATCH

CONDO FOR RENT

2BED/2BATH CONDO available for
Fall. W/ D, dishwasher, garbage dis-
posal, INTERNET INCLUDED, tanning,
tennis, fitness, volleyball, walking track.
One mile south of campus. $895.00.
JUSTIN (662)542-0611

OXFORD SQUARE TOWNHOMES
now leasing for fall. 2BR condos with
all appliances, W/ D, swimming pool.
Walking distance to campus and law
school. $850-$875 per month including
water and sewer. Recently renovated
property! (662)816-3955

WEEKEND RENTAL

GRADUATION WEEKEND 3 BR
2 BATH house, nine minutes from
campus, two nights, Friday and Sat.,
no pets, no smoking, $600.00, call
(662)234-7507.

WEEKEND RENTALS Football, Base-
ball, Graduation, exploring Oxford, wed-
dings, you name it! (662)801-6692

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES COF-
FEE IS THE SAFEST business to start.
Recession Proof. Just ask Sbucks!
Weekly Pay. (901)221-4141

Sell It.

Find K.

in the DM
Classifieds.

www.thedmonline.com/
classifieds

DM
Classifieds
Workl

The 30-minute show is the
ONLY LOCAL television newscast
generating news directly to and for
Ole Miss, Oxford, and Lafayette

County.

Rebroadcast at 10/ p:m.
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Faleru unanimous AP first team All-SEC selection

Ole Miss senior forward Tia
Faleru added to her list of post-
season accolades taking home
first team AP All-SEC accolades
it was announced on Tuesday.
It is the second consecutive year
the AP writers have honored
Faleru as she was a first team
selection last season.

Faleru, an Ozark, Alabama
native, has taken her game to
the next level in her senior cam-
paign. The 6-1 forward was the
lone SEC player averaging a
double-double with 14.7 points
per game and 10.3 rebounds per
game and is the first player to
lead the league in rebounding in
back-to-back years since LSU’s
Sylvia Fowles led the SEC three
straight years (2006-07-08).
Additionally, she is the first to
average double-figure rebounds
since Georgia’s Porsha Phillips
in 2011 and the first to average
a double-double since 2011.
Faleru is a walking double-dou-
ble and has recorded an SEC-
best 13 double-doubles on the
year, giving her 33 career dou-
ble-doubles, placing her fifth
all-time at Ole Miss and mak-
ing her one of just five players
to record 30+ double-doubles
in a career. On the year, Faleru
is the lone SEC player to rank

in the top five in points (14.7)
rebounds (10.3) and field goal
percentage (.487). Faleru has
led her team to the best season
in the last five years and with
a 17-13, 7-9 SEC record helped
the Rebels to a WNIT berth, the
first since 2009-10. She is also
projected as a late first to early
second round WNBA draft pick
in the upcoming draft in April
and according to many mock
draft boards is the 29th best
player available.

Ole Miss opens 2015 postsea-
son WNIT actionon Wednesday
when they take on UT Martin
at Tad Smith Coliseum. Tickets
will be $6 for the general public
for the first four rounds and will
increase to $7 for the semifinals
and finals should Ole Miss host
those rounds. Ole Miss students
will get in for free with their Ole
Miss student ID for the first two
rounds, while student tickets
for the third round will be $4.
Student tickets will be $5 for the
semifinals and finals should Ole
Miss host those rounds.

COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL-
SEC SELECTIONS

FIRST TEAM

u-Tia Faleru, Mississippi, F, 6-1,
Sr.

Tiffany Mitchell, South Caroli-
na, G, 5-9, Jr.

Makayla Epps, Kentucky, G,
5-10, So.

A’ja Wilson, South Carolina, F,
6-5, Fr.

Courtney Walker, Texas A&M,
G, 5-8,Jr.

SECOND TEAM

Isabelle Harrison, Tennessee,
C, 6-3, Sr.

Victoria Vivians, Mississippi
State, F

Danielle Ballard, LSU, G, 5-9,
Jr.

Cierra Burdick, Tennessee, F,
6-2, Sr.

t-Alaina Coates, South Carolina,
C, 6-4, So.

t-Jessica Jackson, Arkansas, F,
6-3, So.

t-Aleighsa Welch, South Caroli-
na, F, 6-0, Sr.

HONORABLE MENTION
Jordan Frericks, Missouri, F,
6-1, So.

Jennifer O’Neill, Kentucky, G,
5-6, Sr.

Courtney Williams, Texas A&M,
F, 6-1, Jr.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR

—

. FINALS TONIGH
FREE PAPA JOHN'S PIZZA AND DRINKS"

7:00 p.m.

Student Union Food Court

student

saa activities
M= association
Visit saa.olemiss.edu for more informationl

The DM Classifieds WORK!

Go to thedmonline.com and click on Classifieds to get started.

Better Pizza.

OLE MISS

STUDENT UNION

rented?
job?
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Tiffany Mitchell, South Caroli-
na

COACH OF THE YEAR
Vic Schaefer, Mississippi State

FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR
A’ja Wilson, South Carolina
(u-unanimous choice to first
team; t-tied for final spot on
second team)

SATURDAY - 6:05 PM /

Gollege Night

Save *2 on select tickets!

Show your college, fraternity or sorority apparel
or college ID at the Landers Center Box Office

GROUP TICKETS START AT °8
ASK ABOUT ALL-INCLUSIVE SEATS!

Gall 662-342-1755 to
book your group outing!

& RiverKings.com

M

34611

rental?

employee?
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MADNESS

continued from page 1

and the second-most points in a
single half this season (49) in the
first half against BYU, Ole Miss
held the Cougars to 48.3 percent
shooting in the second half, com-
pared to 57.1 percent in the first
half. BYU was led in scoring by
the program’s all-time scoring
leader, senior Tyler Haws, who
finished with 33 points on 13-
of-23 shooting, including 5-of-9
from beyond the arc.

“We knew BYU wasn’t going to
stop shooting that ball,” Kennedy
said. “We knew they were going
to play fast and we were going
to speed them up. I thought the
entire game changed when we
changed the tempo. We got them
going a little faster, and they fi-
nally missed one or two.”

BYU dominated the first half
due to their hot shooting from
the three-point mark. However,
Ole Miss made adjustments in
the second half to limit their pe-
rimeter shooting.

“We knew what the game plan
was to try to run them off the
three-point line,” Rhett said. “We
executed in the second half and
we got stops, and came together
as a team. We did what we had to
do.”

Even though he missed ten
shots in the first half, Ole Miss

= BASKETBALL

SPOItS

Stefan Moody shoots a jump shot during the Rebels’ NCAA Tournament first round game against BYU Tuesday in Dayton, Ohio.

senior guard Jarvis Summers ral-
lied to score 11 points and dished
out 10 assists in the game as he
provided a huge lift for the Rebels
in the second half.

“I told him I'm going to ride
with him and he’s my senior,”
Kennedy said. “He was on top
of his game despite his struggles
shooting the ball.”

at Oxford

Spacious 1 & 2 BR Apartments!
Resident Golf Privileges « Full-Size
Washer & Dryer - Full-Size Kitchen
Appliances - Fitness Center
Swimming Pool « Whirlpool & Sauna
& Tanning Beds « Business Center
On-Site Management & Maintenance

Ole Miss improved to 5-7 all-
time in the NCAA Tournament,
and tied the program’s record for
most field goals made (36) and
assists (24) in an NCAA Tour-
nament game. The Rebels also
tied a school record for most re-
bounds (43) in an NCAA Tourna-
ment game.

“It's pretty satisfying right

now,” Kennedy said. “We’re only
the fourth team in the history
of Ole Miss basketball to win a
(NCAA Tournament) game. So
that’s gratifying and certainly
gratifying for a group that no-
body thought would be in this
tournament.”

The No. 11 seeded Ole Miss
Rebels will advance to play the

AP PHOTO

No. 6 seeded Xavier Musketeers
in the second round Thursday in
Jacksonville, Florida. Tip-off is
set for 3:10 p.m. C.T.

For continuing coverage of Ole
Miss men’s basketball during the
NCAA Tournament, follow @
browningstubbs and @thedm_
sports on Twitter.

On-Site Leasing Office Open 7 Days a Week!

Apply online, view photos, floor plans & more at www.LindseyManagement.com | Professionally Managed by Lindsey Management Co., Inc. =

44 PR 3151 662-513-4949

31769
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